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advertisement. 

THESE  Memoirs,  writtenwith  the  Mar- 
fhal  de  Turen ne’s  own  hand,  were 
compofed  after  the  Peace  of  the  Pyrenees.  The 
great  Simplicity  of  the  Style  (hews,  that  the 
Author  preferved  his  Character  in  every  thing. 
In  this  Work  we  fhall  not  only  find  well  con¬ 
certed  Plans  for  the  Operations  of  the  Cam¬ 
paigns,  the  deep  Defigns  of  an  able  General, 
the  Motives  of  his  Conduct,  the  Obftacles  he 
meets  with,  and  the  means  whereby  he  fur- 
mounts  them  :  but  we  fhall  obferve  an  un¬ 
common  Candour  in  owning  his  Miftakes 
without  the  lead;  regard  to  Self-love ;  a  Ge- 
nerosity  which  carefully  draws  a  Veil  over 
the  Faults  of  his  Rivals  and  even  of  his  Ene-? 
mies ;  a  Modefty  which  avoids  mentioning 
his  greateft  Exploits,  or  but  lightly  touches 
upon  them :  in  a  word,  all  the  Chara&erifticks 
of  a  fublime  Soul,  to  which,  whatever  is 
Great  and  Beautifull  is  become  fo  na¬ 
tural,  that  it  knows  not  its  own  Worth,  and 
1  thinks  it  does  nothing  but  what  is  common, 
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at  the  very  time  when  it  is  performing 
Wonders. 

Such  is  the  Picture  which  the  Marfhal  has 
undelignedly  drawn  of  himfelf  in  the  original 
Pieces  which  follow,  and  which  are  here  pre- 
len  ted  to  the  Publick  to  prove  the  Truth  of 
the  Hiftory  of  his  Life  given  in  the  preceding 
Volume. 


C  I  3 


MEMOIRS 

OF  THE 

Vifcount  de  T  u  r  e  n  n  e. 


BOOK  I. 

Of  the  Wars  in  Germany. 

AFTER  the  Duke  d’Enguien  had  befieged  and  An.  1643, 
taken  Thionville,  *  he  marched  with  five  or  fix’ 
thoufand  men  to  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine,  and 
join’d  the  Army  in  Germany,  commanded  by  the 
Marfhal  de  Guebriant.  Some  time  after  the  Duke  d’En¬ 
guien  returned  to  Paris,  and  M.  de  Guebriant  befieged  Rore- 
Wilf,  where  he  was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  a  few 
days  after. 

M.  de  Rant7.au,  who  commanded  the  Prince’s  Troops, 
having  the  command  of  the  whole  Army,  after  thd 
Taking  of  Rotewil,  marched  to  Dutlingue  §  3  where  he 
was  defeated  by  the  Bavarian  Army,  and  taken  priloner. 

All  the  German  horfe,  with  little  lofs,  retired  as  far  as  the 
Rhine  3  but  the  foot,  that  had  been  left  in  Rotewil,  furren- 
dered  at  diferetion,  and  thofe  that  were  in  the  body  of  the 
Army  were  almoft  quite  difperfed. 

M.  de  Turenne  being  returned  from  the  fiege  of  Trin  to 
Paris,  Cardinal  Maxarin,  who  began  to  fit  at  the  helm, 
fentfor  him,  and  told  him,  that  the  King  appointed  him  to 
command,  in  Germany  3  fo  he  got  himfelf  ready  to  fet 
out  three  or  four  days  after,  though  he  was  very  much  out 
of  order  by  the  remains  of  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  which  had  lafted 
jjnee  the  end  of  the  fiege  of  Brifac,  yet,  withou  t  hin  - 
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dering  him  from  being  in  the  field  every  fummer.  As  the 
defeat  of  tire  King’s  Army,  and  the  taking  of  Rotewil, 
happen’d  in  the  month  of  December,  the  enemy  undertook 
nothing  elfe  that  Campaign,  and  M.  de  T urenne  being  arriv’d 
at  Colmar,  fent  for  the  Officers  to  come  there,  to  confider 
how  to  compleat  the  Army  again  *. 

An.  1644  Allace  being  too  much  ruin’d,  in  the  month  of  January 
* - he  entered  the  mountains  of  Lorrain,  where  he  put  the  Ar¬ 

my  into  quarters :  he  inlarged  them  afterwards,  by  the  taking 
of  two  finall  places,  called  Luxuel  and  Vefoul  in  Franche- 
Comte,  where  he  left  three  or  four  Regiments.  At  the 
fame  time  fome  money  was  received  from  the  Court,  with 
which,  and  the  help  of  the  quarters,  the  Army,  that  is  to 
fay  the  horfe,  was  put  in  a  good  condition ;  but  as  for  the 
foot,  it  was  a  very  hard  matter  to  compleat  them  again  during 
the  winter. 

M.  de  Turenne  going  to  Brifac,  found  that  M.  d’ 
Erlac,  the  Governor,  was  retired  to  a  country  houfe 
he  had  in  Switzerland,  and  had  left  a  letter,  (which 
was  deliver’d  toM.de  Turenne  when  he  entered  thecaftle,) 
wherein  he  acquainted  him,  that  believing  the  Minifter  had 
fomejealoufyofhim,  he  had  left  the  place,  which  he  deliver¬ 
ed  up  to  him,  defiring  him  to  fend  him  his  wife.  M.  de 
Turenne  was  a  little  furprized  at  M.  d’Erlac’s  conduit,  in 
parting  with  fo  good  a  Government  cut  of  an  ill  grounded 
ufpicion  ■  but  thinking  it  would  be  below  him  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  what  M.  d’Erlac  had  done,  by  pofifeffing  himfeli 
of  his  Government,  he  fent  M.  de  Tracy  to  him,  to  defire 
he  would  return ;  and  three  or  four  days  after,  M.  d’Erlac 
returned  to  his  command,  which  M.  de  Turenne  delivered 
up  to  him,  and  in  a  few  days  after  left  the  place*.  I 
have  mention’d  this  as  a  thing  very  furprizing,  that  a 
wife  man,  like  M.  d’Erlac,  (who  had  been  fettled  in  Brifac 
by  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  and  was  thought  to  have  the 
command  of  a  Town  which  the  Court  look’d  upon 
with  ajealous  eye)  fhould  leave  it,  and  put  another  in  pof- 
feffion  of  it  in  an  inftant,  without  any  reafon. 

M.  de 

*  M.  de  Turenne  paffes  over  in  filence  here  his  generous  effcrtj 
in  compleating  the  Army  again  ;  but  the  Abbot  Raquenet,  who  had 
it  from  the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon,  and  Fremont  de  Ablancourt  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  them,  and  it  was  by  this  that  the  Vifcount  firft  made  himfelf 
known  to  the  Weymarians. 

f  The  adtion  was  fo  much  the  more  generous,  that  the  Vifcount 
earneffjy  wifhed  to  be  Governor  of  that  place. 
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M.  deTurenne  paifed  the  winter  in  the  mountains  of  Lor-  An.  1644.' 
rain,  and  in  the  fpring,  having  learnt  that  there  were  two 
thoufand  horfe  under  the  command  of  the  Baron  de  Merci, 

Major  General,  beyond  the  black  Foreft,  in  two  villages  at 
the  fource  of  the  Danube,  he  paired  the  Rhine  at  Brifac, 
and  having  fent  M.  Rofen  before,  with  four  or  five  Regi¬ 
ments,  he  defeated  thofe  horfe,  and  took  three  or  four  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners,  and  a  great  many  officers ;  the  reft  fled  to 
the  Bavarian  Army,  which  was  blocking  up  a  caftle  called 
Hokenwiel,  which  they  had  a  mind  to  ftarve,  or  bring  to 
capitulate  •  the  place  being  almoft  impregnable  becaufe  of 
its  fituation. 

In  the  month  of  May,  the  Bavarians  finding  themfelves 
in  a  very  good  condition,  by  reafon  of  the  good  quarters 
they  had  had,  and  the  great  number  of  foldiers  they  had 
obliged  to  lift  themfelves  with  them  after  the  defeat  of  the 
laft  winter,  came  and  laid  fiege  to  Fribourg,  which  is  a- 
bout  five  leagues  from  Brifac,  on  the  edge  of  the  mountains 
of  the  Black  Foreft.  Befides  the  garrifon,  which  confifted 
of  three  or  four  hundred  men,  M.  de  Turenne  had  thrown 
in  as  many,  drawn  out  of  the  French  foot.  Having  an  ac¬ 
count  that  the  enemy  was  before  that  place,  he  immediate¬ 
ly  gave  orders  for  the  Army  to  aifemble  near  Brifac,  where 
he  paifed  the  Rhine,  hoping  to  find  the  enemy  divided. 

The  King’s  Army  confifted  then  of  about  five  thoufand 
horfe,  and  four  or  five  thoufand  foot,  with  fifteen  or  twen¬ 
ty  pieces  of  cannon.  So  great  a  number  of  cannon  could  not 
have  been  carry’d,  if  the  Army  had  had  a  long  march  to 
make;  but  as  the  enemy  was  within  five  or  fix  leagues, 
we  made  a  fhift  to  do  it.  The  Army  having  paifed 
the  night  at  Brifac,  then  march’d  with  all  ipeed,  and  came 
within  two  leagues  of  the  enemy,  who  quickly  ordered 
back  the  foragers.  M.  de  Merci  had  not  intelligence  of 
theArmy’s  croffing  theRiver  at  Brifac  fo  foon  as  he  might  have 
had  :  As  there  was  but  that  only  place  where  the  Rhine 
could  be  paifed,  it  would  have  been  eaiy  to  have  had  advice 
of  it  by  parties  which  ought  always  to  be  kept  near  a  paifage  ; 
but  in  war,  accidents  frequently  happen  to  the  moft  expe¬ 
rienced  Generals,  againft  whom  a  great  deal  might  be  faid, 
if  experience  did  not  ffiew,  that  the  moft  able  are  thofe 
only  who  commit  the  feweft  miftakes.  The  King’s  Army 
advanced  towards  that  of  the  Bavarians,  and  found  them 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  in  a  plain  near  jfrifjourg;  they 
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An.  1644.  had  had  time  only  to  mind  the  liege  of  the  place,  where 
-  they  had  been  eight  days,  but  not  to  pofiHs  themfelves  of 

the  advantageous  polls,  which  they  had  negledted,  not 
thinking  that  the  King’s  Army  could  be  in  a  condition  to 
come  up  with  them  fo  foon.  M.  de  Turenne  feeing  that  a 
hill,  which  commanded  the  plain  where  their  Army  was, 
and  which  could  open  a  communication  with  Fribourg,  was 
not  polfelTed  by  the  enemy,  ordered  the  Regiments  of 
Montaufier  and  Mezieres,  which  made  a  Battalion  of  a 
thoufand  men,  to  march  thither,  and  caufed  the  reft  of 
the  foot  to  advance,  in  order  to  fultain  them. 

T  he  enemy  perceiving  that  we  were  marching  towards 
that  hill,  order’d  fifteen  or  twenty  Musketeers,  who  were 
upon  guard  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  to  get  up  to  the  top 
of  it  •  they  got  there  before  the  two  French  Regiments,  and 
fired  upon  them  as  they  were  marching  up :  the  French,  who 
did  not  fee  the  back  fide  of  the  hill,  and  who  imagin’d  that  all 
the  enemy’s  infantry  were  advancing  up  the  hill,  took  tire  a- 
larm,  and  marching  in  dilbrder  through  very  rugged  places, 
two  enfigns  began  to  come  down  with  their  colours,  and 
prefently  the  whole  Battalion,  inllead  of  going  up,  went  a- 
iong  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  the  enemy  had  time  to  give 
them  a  fecond  fire,  upon  which,  the  whole  Battalion  gave 
ground  and  came  down.  M.  de  Turenne,  who  was  be¬ 
low,  and  ordering  other  Regiments  to  follow  up,  feeing 
the  Battalion  he  had  fent  return  in  confufion,  and  that  it 
had  given  the  enemy  time  to  fend  more  foot  up  the  hill, 
defifted  from  that  attempt,  and  began  to  retire  to  a  rifing 
ground,  about  three  or  four  hundred  paces  from  thence,  to 
draw  up  his  troops  in  order  of  battle.  For  fome  time  there 
was  a  little  confufion,  of  which  the  enemy  might  have  taken 
advantage,  if  they  had  not  been  intent  upon  making  them- 
f  elves  mailers  of  the  Hill. 

M.  de  Turenne  incamp’d  upon  the  rifing  ground,  caufcd 
die  two  enfigns  that  had  given  the  alarm  to  be  broke,  and 
continued  feme  time  in  that  poll  in  fight  of  the  enemy, 
who  carry’d  on  the  fiege.  There  were  likewife  fome  ikir- 
miihes,  and  a  brisk  engagement  of  the  cavalry,  wherein  feven 
or  eight  hundred  of  the  enemy’s  horfe  were  routed  •  but 
the  Army  of  the  enemy  being  much  ftronger  than  the 
King’s,  M.  de  Merci  *  who  was  General  of  it,  continu’d 
$he  fiege,  and  M.  de  Turenne  having  loft  this  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity 

*  Tire  Count  de  Merci,  the  Baron  5  brother 
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tunity,  did  not  think  proper  to  run  any  hazard  for  relieving  An  164.4- 

the  place,  but  retir’d  about  a  league  and  a  half  from  thence . — 

at  the  time  that  the  Town  was  capitulating.  There  were 
in  it  fix  or  feven  hundred  men,  commanded  by  M.  de  Ka- 
nofski,  who  retired  to  Brifac,  after  the  Capitulation. 

M.de  Turenne  had  advice  at  that  time,  that  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  had  orders  to  march  to  Brifac  with  his  Army, 
which  confided  of  fix  thoufand  foot  and  three  thoufand 
horfe*:  this  Prince  having  palled  the  Rhine,  came  to  M. 
deTurenne’s  Camp,  which  was  about  four  or  five  leagues 
from  Brifac. 

After  the  talcing  of  Fribourg,  the  enemy’s  Army  had  con¬ 
tinued  in  their  Camp :  Parties  were  fent  out  to  view  it,  as 
alfoall  the  roads  both  through  the  hills  and  the  woods,  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  betwixt  Fribourg  and  the  Bavarians,  and  that  way 
to  march  down  into  the  plain.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  refol- 
ved  to  attack  with  his  Army  fome  pods  where  M.  de 
Merci  had  three  or  four  Regiments  of  foot  upon  a  riling 
ground  at  the  head  of  his  Camp,  and  ordered  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  to  march  with  the  Army  he  commanded,  through 
the  woeds  and  hills,  to  endeavour  to  enter  the  plain  where 
the  enemy  were,  and  attack  them  in  the  flank :  It  w7as  re- 
folved  to  begin  the  attack  three  hours  before  night. 

The  Prince  having  caus’d  the  riling  ground  to  be  at¬ 
tack’d  by  his  foot,  they  were  at  fird  beat  back,  but  going 
thither  himfelf  with  great  relblution,  and  with  a  body 
that  fudained  thofe  who  had  been  repuls’d,  he  carry’d 
thofe  pods,  defeated  the  three  or  four  Regiments,  con¬ 
fiding  of  above  two  thoufand  men,  f  but  lod  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  of  his  own  men,  and  it  growing  dark,  he  halted  in 
the  lame  place. 

M.  de  T urenne  at  the  head  of  his  Army  entered  the  de¬ 
file,  and  advanced  towards  the  plain,  where  the  enemy  were 
in  order  of  battle  ;  fird  he  drove  them  from  a  wood,  and 
then  from  a  hedge,  and  beat  them  from  pod  to  pod  to  the 
entrance  of  the  plain.  The  Bavarians  lod  a  great  many  men, 
and  retired  about  forty  or  fifty  paces  from  our  foot,  having 

B  5  all 

17  The  Marquis  de  MoufTaie  lays,  there  were  fi  ur  thoufand  hoife  in  ti  p 
Duke  d'Bnguien’s  Army. 

■f  M.  de  la  McpHai  and  Puffendorf,  make  Merci’s  Army  amount:  to 
fifteen  thoufand  men,  whereof,  according  to  the  lad  ,  there  were  nine  thoufand 
foot  *  there  muft  then  have  been  more  than  three  thoufand  killed  in  this 
action ,  fince  there  were  only  two  thoufand  five  hundred  at  the  Vifcount’s  at¬ 
tack,  twelve  hundred  the  lecond  day,  and  very  few  the  ihird,  and  yet,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Vifcount,  of  all  Merci’s  Army,  only  fix  thoufaiw  i»* 
tired. 
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An.  1 644. all  their  horfe,  and  a  body  of  foot  of  the  fecond  line,  to 
1  ■  fuftain  them.  The  two  Armies  continued  thus  facing  one 
another,  the  Bavarians  not  daring  to  come  to  a  clofe  engage¬ 
ment  again  with  thole  F.egiments  that  were  ready  to  receive 
them  with  their  pikes,  and  the  French  not  daring  to  enter 
further  into  the  plain,  having  no  horfe  to  fuftain  them. 

In  this  pofture  did  both  Armies  fight  above  two  hours 
before  night,  with  great  lofs  on  both  fides :  the  King’s  foot 
had  behind  them  the  wood,  which  gave  them  a  fair  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  retreat ;  but  they  never  recoiled,  though  it  was  not 
poflible  to  bring  above  one  Squadron  of  horfe  to  fuftain  them, 
for  want  of  room  to  draw  up. 

The  night  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  fight,  but  the  Troops 
on  both  fides  remained  for  feven  hours  continually  firing 
at  the  diftance  of  forty  paces  till  it  was  day.  In  this 
place,  above  fifteen  hundred  of  the  King’s  Army  were 
killed,  and  of  the  enemy,  upwards  of  two  thoufand  five 
hundred:  M.  de  Roqueferviere,  Sergent  de  B.a- 
taill  E*,  was  mortally  wounded :  M.  d’Aumont,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General,  a&ed  his  part  there  exceeding  well. 

A  little  before  day  the  enemy’s  fire  was  obferv’d  to  di- 
minifh ;  the  reafon  was,  that  they  had  left  only  fome  few 
men  to  fire,  that  their  retreat  might  not  be  perceived ;  their 
Army  marching  to  a  hill  near  Fribourg.  They  had  rea- 
fon  to  be  afraid,  that  the  Prince  having  been  prevented 
by  the  night  from  advancing  further,  would  attack  them  at 
break  of  day  in  the  plain,  on  his  fide.  As  foon  as  any  thing 
could  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  paces,  we  fent 
fome  foldiers  into  the  plain,  who  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  retired;  and  day-light  advancing,  M.  de  Turenne 
marched  down  into  the  plain,  and  faw  the  Prince  entering  it 
likewife  on  his  fide.  The  Armies  being  join’d,  the  Prince 
did  not  think  fit  to  march  that  day  to  the  hill,  where  the 
Bavarians  had  again  encamp’d,  and  which  was  not  above  a 
league  from  their  former  Camp  :  he  only  went  to  take  a 
view  pretty  near  the  hill,  where  the  enemy  having  already 
planted  their  cannon,  fired  feveral  fhot  at  thofe  who  ad¬ 
vanced. 

’Tis  certain,  had  the  Prince  marched  up  to  them,  he 
would  have  found  them  in  great  confufion ;  but  the  foot  of 
the  King’s  Army  were  fb  difpirited  by  fighting  the  whole 

night, 

*  This  was  formerly  a  General  Officer,  who,  in  the  day  of  battle,  re» 
teiv’d  ftom  the  General  the  plan  of  the  difpofition  of  the  whole  Army* 
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night,  and  by  the  great  number  of  officers  and  foldiersAn.  1644.. 

killed  or  wounded,  that  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  un - — 

dertake  any  conliderable  action.  That  day  was  fpent  in 
the  Camp,  and  ’twas  reported,  that  the  moft  part  of  the 
General  Officers  of  the  enemy’s  Army  were  for  making  ufe 
of  that  opportunity  to  retire  by  the  hills  behind  Fribourg, 
and  leave  a  garrifon  there ;  butM.  de  Merci  carry’d  it  againft 
them }  he  continu’d  there,  and  caufed  Ibme  trees  to  be  cut 
down,  in  order  to  hinder  any  approach,  and  ordered  fome 
fmall  works  to  be  made  in  the  moft  advantageous  places. 

The  next  morning  early,  the  Army,  commanded  by  M. 
de  Turenne,  having  the  van-guard,  he  detached  feven  or 
eight  hundred  mufqueteers,  commanded  by  M.del’Echelle, 
Serjentde  BATAiLLEofthe  Prince’s  Army,  (who 
did  the  duty  of  M.de  Roqueferviere,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  laft  adtion)  and  eight  or  ten  Squadrons  of  horfe,  undet 
the  command  of  M.  Deubatel  *,  Lieutenant  General,  with 
four  fmall  field  pieces,  which  marched  at  the  head  of  the 
faid  detachment :  as  they  came  near  the  hill  where  the  ene¬ 
my  was,  they  perceiv’d  fome  musketeers  that  were  guarding 
fome  advantageous  pofts,  and  who  retired  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  bodies  when  they  were  preffed  hard,  while  the  ene¬ 
my  fired  a  great  many  cannon  fhot. 

The  march  being  very  ffiort,  when  M.deTurenne’s  Ar¬ 
my  was  in  this  lituation,  it  was  but  eight  o’  clock  in 
the  morning,  fo  that  they  had  a  great  deal  of  time,  being  the 
middle  of  fumtner.  It  was  refolved,  that  by  opening  a 
great  way  to  the  right,  they  ffiould  make  room  for  the  Prince’s 
Army  (which  the  Marffial  de  Gramont  commanded  un¬ 
der  him)  in  order  to  double  to  the  left,  and  then  put  them- 
felves  in  fuch  a  difpofition,  that  the  hill  might  be  attack’d 
in  feveral  places  at  the  fame  time.  All  the  enemy’s  troops , 
both  horfe  and  foot,  having  retired  in  clofe  order  towards 
the  hill,  after  a  very  fiiarp  skirmiih,  the  King’s  Army  halted : 
the  cannon  from  the  hill  did  but  little  mifchief,  becaufe  the 
French  were  not  in  a  defile. 

In  the  mean  while,  an  officer  of  Flextein,  who  was  de¬ 
tached  with  fifty  horfe  to  view  the  difpofition  of  the  ene¬ 
my  from  a  riling  ground  near  the  King’s  Army,  came  and 
told  M.  de  Turenne,  that  he  faw  a  great  confufion  amongfl: 
the  Bavarians,  and  that  their  baggage  was  marching.  M.de 
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An.  1644.  Turenne  told  it  to  the  Prince,  who  thinking  it  would  be 

- - —  ealie  to  know  what  there  was  in  that  report,  and  that  it 

mighc  be  ufeful  for  making  the  difpolition  for  the  attack, 
he  went  thither,  taldng  M.  de  Turenne  with  him,  who  told 
the  Troops  as  he  pafs’d  before  them,  that  he  ihould  return 
immediately,  and  that  it  was  neceflary  before  the  attack,  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  Prince’s  Troops. 

There  were  about  two  thoufand  paces  from  the  place 
where  die  troops  of  the  right  were,  to  the  rifing  ground 
where  that  Officer  of  Flextein  had  been.  As  we  were 
viewing  the  difpolition  of  the  enemy’s  Army,  which  feem’d 
to  be  in  great  condition,  we  heard  them  make  a  great 
volley  of  fmall  fhot,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  noife  of  trum¬ 
pets  and  kettle-drums.  M.  d’Efpenan,  who  commanded  the 
Prince’s  infantry,  coming  to  the  hill,  and  feeing  a  fmall  ad¬ 
vanc’d  work,  in  which  the  enemy  had  fome  musketeers, 
and  by  which  it  had  not  been  thought  neceffary  to  begin  an 
attack,  fent  fome  foot  to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  it, 
without  waiting  either  the  Prince’s,  or  the  Marfhal  de 
Gramont’s  orders ;  thinking,4  as  I  believe,  that  the  thing 
would  not  have  had  fo  great  a  confequence,  or,  perhaps,  to 
raife  his  own  character  in  the  world  by  fome  little  action : 
this  was  what  oblig’d  the  enemy  to  make  fo  great  a  volley 
from  the  hill,  upon  thofe  troops  that  were  advancing  at  that 
time. 

The  body  of  M.  Doubatel’s  van-guard,  where  M.  de  1* 
Echelle  was,  (to  whomM.  de  Turenne  had  fpoken,  in  go¬ 
ing  with  the  Prince,  and  told  them , exprefly,  that  they  mull; 
not  llir  from  their  poll,  and  that  he  would  return  immedi¬ 
ately)  began  to  march  towards  the  hill,  and  having  paffed 
fome  trees  which  the  enemy  had  cut  down,  advanced  to¬ 
wards  a  work,  where  M.  de  Merci  was  with  his  whole  body 
of  foot,  who,  not  being  attack’d  but  on  that  fide,  becaufe 
the  enterprise  was  without  orders,  oppofed  them  with  his 
whole  force.  This  was  the  condition  in  which  the  Prince 
and  M.  de  Turenne  found  their  troops  on  their  return,  ha¬ 
ving  galloped  full  Ipeed  upon  hearing  the  noife. 

There  was  not  a  man  of  the  Prince’s  Army  come,  but 
the  few  musketeers  M.  d’Efpenan  had  employ’d  to  take  that 
work,  and  M.  de  Turenne’s  foot,  which  in  all  made  not 
three  thoufand  men,  were  not  engag’d  againft  that  fort,  but 
were  at  a  great  diftance  from  it,  without  having  orders  lor 
what  they  were  to  do.  The  Prince  ftaid  with  that  firft  body, 

which 
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which  was  already  beat  baA,  clofe  to  the  enemy’s  redoubt,  An.  1644. 
and  fo,  as  may  eafily  be  judg’d,  very  much  expos’d,  there  -  ■ 
being  no  horfe  to  fuftain  them  but  Flextein’s  Regiment, 
which  continued  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  whoie 
foot  with  wonderful  refolution,  and  loft  the  half  of  the 
men. 

M.deTurenne  went  to  his  own  body  of  foot  that  were 
not  engag’d,  in  order  to  help  the  retreat  pf  thole  who  had  at¬ 
tack’d,  or  in  cafe  they  were  not  quite  repuls’d,  and  there  was 
room  for  doing  it,  to  make  an  attack :  as  he  was  advancing, 
the  (ituation  of  the  affair  fihew’d,  that  all  that  he  had  to  do, 
was  to  halt  a  little  out  of  musket  fliot,  and  wait  for  the 
Prince’s  foot. 

We  continu’d  in  this  pollure  a  pretty  while,  it  requi¬ 
ring  a  long  time  to  make  the  difpofition  for  an  attack,  in 
rugged  and  hilly  ground.  Then  tire  Prince  thought  fit 
that  M.  de  Turenne  ihould  march  with  his  infantry,  the 
Marfhal  deGramont  was  to  have  charged  the  enemy  in  the 
Hank,  or  to  have  fuftain’d  with  the  horfe,  if  the  attack  had 
fucceeded.  We  march’d  ftraightto  the  fall  of  trees  which 
was  in  the  middle  of  the  hill,  and  oppofite  to  the  left 
of  the  Prince’s  Army.  The  Regiments  of  horfe  of  M.  de 
Turenne  and  Traci,  fuftain’d  the  Prince’s  foot,  who  were 
repulfed  after  a  very  obftinate  fight,  where  thofe  horfe  per¬ 
formed  wonders,  in  bearing  the  fire  without  moving. 

M.  de  Turenne,  who  had  M.  Tournon  with  him,  fent 
word  feveral  times  to  the  Prince,  that  whatever  his  troops 
might  fuffer,  he  would  endeavour  not  to  retire  altogether 
till  it  was  night.  ’Tis  certain,  could  the  enemy  have  made 
a  right  judgment  of  the  confufion  of  the  King’s  troops,  the 
whole  Army  had  been  ruin’d,  at  leail  all  the  foot.  Thofe  of 
M.  de  Turenne  were  alfo  led  on  to  that  hill  at  the  time  that 
thofe  of  the  Prince  were  attacking,  but  the  foldiers  were 
lo  dilheartned,  that  they  advanced  very  little  towards  the 
enemy. 

This  battle  lafted  two  full  hours,  and  ended  with  the 
day,  the  enemy  not  ftirring  from  their  polls.  The  Bava¬ 
rians  loll  a  great  many  men,  and  among  the  reft,  Gafpard 
de  Mcrci,  Major  General,  the  Count’s  brother  •  but  their 
lots  was  not  fo  great  as  that  of  the  King’s  Armies,  whereof 
the  foot  werealmoft  entirely  ruin’d  :  neverthelefs,  as  the  e- 
nemy  had  loft  almoll  the  half  of  their  foot  two  days  be¬ 
fore,  and  had  lufler’d  pretty  much  on  this  occaiion,  they 
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An.  1 644.  had  but  a  fmall  number  of  foot  left.  Had  it  not  been  for 

-  -  ■  ■  •  that  accident  of  M.  d’Efpenan’s  attacking  contrary  to  or¬ 
ders,  which  put  all  in  confufion,  and  if  the  foot  of  the 
King’s  two  Armies  had  attack’d  the  hill  a-breaft,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  difpofition  that  was  going  to  be  made,  the  ene¬ 
my’s  Army  would  have  been  undone,  and  unable  to  relift. 

In  the  French  Army  there  were  a  great  many  Officers  killed  • 
M. de l’Echelle  and  M. deMauvilli,  Serjents  deBa- 
t  a  1  l  L  e,  with  almoft  all  the  Commanders  of  the  different 
bodies  of  the  horfe,  and  fome  of  thofe  who  commanded  the 
foot. 

Night  having  parted  the  two  Armies,  which  were  but 
fifty  paces  from  each  other,  (the  moft  advanc’d  bodies,  at 
lean:)  that  of  the  King  returned  to  its  former  Camp.  A  vaft 
number  of  wounded  werefent  to  Brifac,  and  provifions  or¬ 
dered  from  thence,  and  a  day  or  two  after,  there  came  an 
account,  that  the  enemy’s  Army  having  decamp’d  from  that 
hill,  and  left  a  Garrifon  in  Fribourg,  was  marching  into 
the  Schwartz- W elt,  which  is  the  Black  Foreft,  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  into  the  Country  of  Wirtemberg.  As  the  Coun¬ 
try,  through  which  they  were  oblig’d  to  pafs,  is  full  of  ve¬ 
ry  narrow  ways,  where  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  bag¬ 
gage  can  follow,  it  was  refolved  to  march  with  the  whole 
Army  in  order  to  furprize  the  enemy;  and  for  that  end,  M. 
Rofen  was  detach’d  with  eight  Squadrons,  and  fet  out  three 
or  four  hours  before  the  Army.  As  he  was  an  excellent  Officer, 
and  of  great  experience,  he  had  orders  either  to  attack  fome 
Troops  which  the  enemy  had  detach’d  to  make  their  march 
the  moreeafy,or  to  flop  the  body  of  the  Army  by  haraffing 
it,  and  thereby  give  time  for  the  King’s  Army  to  come  up. 

The  King’s  Army  march’d  at  the  break  of  day,  leaving 
the  baggage  with  a  guard,  and  followed  M.  de  Rofen’srout, 
who  had  fet  out  about  midnight.  After  a  march  of  five  or 
fix  hours  in  a  rugged  Country,  and  where  the  troopers  were 
often  oblig’d  to  difmount  and  file  off,  the  Army  got  upon  a 
little  rifing  ground.  The  Prince  was  with  the  main  body, 
and  M.  de  Turenne’s  Army  had  the  van-guard.  Wefaw 
M.  de  Rofen’s  Troops  in  a  valley,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
league  off;  and  upon  the  top  of  a  hill,  (which  M.  de 
Rofen  could  not  fee,  becaufe  he  was  in  the  bottom)  five 
or  fix  thoufand  men  at  moft,  which  was  the  enemy’s  whole 
Army,  that  were  retiring.  A  little  after,  M.  de  Rofen 
with  his  eight  Squadrons,  confifting  of  full  fix  hundred  horfe, 

began 
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began  to  follow  the  enemy,  and  get  up  that  hill,  which  An.  1644. 

was  pretty  long.  M.deTurenne,  by  order  of  the  Prince, . — 

fent  immediately  a  Gentleman,  called  la  Berge,  to  tell  M. 
de  Rofen,  that  it  was  the  enemy’s  whole  Army  that  were 
marching  upon  the  hill :  before  he  got  to  M.  de  Rofen,  who 
faw  only  fome  Troops  of  the  rear-guard,  Rofen  was  advanc’d 
lo  near,  thatM.  deMerci  perceiving  he  was  notfuftained,and 
that  the  foremoftT  roops  of  the  King’s  Army  were  a  quarter  of 
a  league  from  him,  and  were  filing  off  one  by  one,  to  form 
the  firft  Squadron,  (which  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  time) 
fac’d  about  upon  M.  de  Rofen  with  the  whole  body  of  his 
Troops;  but  fome  of  the  enemy’s  Squadrons  advancing 
before  their  foot,  M.  de  Rofen  beat  them  back,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  them  in  order,  three  or  four  Battalions  fired  upon 
him,  which  flopped  his  detachment,  however,  without  put¬ 
ting  them  in  confufion :  feeing  himfelf  very  near  the  enemy’s 
main  body,  and  their  front  very  much  larger  than  his  own, 
he  began  to  retire.  Two  or  three  Squadrons  of  the  fecond 
line  fuftained  thofe  of  the  firft,  that  were  very  little  moved 
by  fo  great  a  fire,  and  after  having  loft  four  or  five  Stand¬ 
ards,  they  retired  very  flowly  in  good  order. 

The  enemy’s  horfe  durft  not  purfue  them  briskly,  for 
fear  of  going  too  far  from  their  foot;  orelfe,  becaufe  being 
as  yet  ftunn’d  with  the  battles  of  the  preceding  days,  their 
main  defign  was  to  retire  without  fighting.  Rofen’s  fore- 
moft  Squadrons  being  luftained  by  thole  of  the  fecond  line, 
and  the  whole  body  of  the  enemy’s  horfe  and  foot  continu¬ 
ing  to  march  againft  them,  and  being  between  forty  and 
fifty  paces  from  one  another,  they  retired  five  or  fix  hundred 
paces,  mix’d  with  the  enemy,  who  made  more  ufe  of  the 
fire  of  their  foot  than  of  their  horfe.  It  was  one  of  themoft 
remarkable  adtions  I  ever  faw,  for  the  intrepidity  of  Troops 
in  the  midft  of  fo  much  danger ;  a  degree  of  bravery  to 
which  none  but  thofe  who  have  been  in  many  battles,  and 
have  had  both  good  and  bad  fuccefs,  can  arrive.  The 
enemy  who  faw  that  there  were  already  two  Squadrons  of 
the  van-guard  of  the  King’s  Army  formed  upon  the  rifing 
ground,  where  I  faid  they  were  filing  off,  began  to  halt, 
and  a  little  after,  to  retire. 

Rofen’s  horfe  that  had  been  repulfed,  not  being  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  purfue  the  enemy,  becaufe  there  was  not  a  body  of 
the  King’s  Army  that  had  paffed  the  defile  ftrong  enough  to 
fuftain  them,  made  a  halt,  and  M.  dc  Merci  retired  to  a 

~  '  wood 
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An.  1 644.  a  wood  about  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  paces  from  the 

■  i  ■  .  place  of  action,  from  whence  he  directed  his  march  through 
the  hills  towards  the  Country  of  Wirtemberg. 

There  came  intelligence,  that  fome  of  the  enemy’s  heavy 
baggage,  with  three  or  four  hundred  horfe,  was  about  a 
league  off,  and  taking  a  different  rout  from  that  of  M.  de 
Merci’s  Army  :  M.  Doubaret,  who  was  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  German  horfe,  went  thither  with  four  or  five  Regi¬ 
ments  ;  and  when  the  enemy’s  Troops,  that  were 
guarding  that  baggage,  law  them,  they  retired  towards  the 
body  of  their  Army,  and  loft  few  of  their  men  ■  all  the  bag¬ 
gage  was  plundered,  but  a  part  of  the  horfes  that  were  car¬ 
rying  it,  efcaped.  The  King’s  Army  lay  that  night  in  the 
hills  without  advancing :  as  all  that  were  left  of  the  foot 
were  accuftomed  to  receive  their  bread,  and  not  to  fhift  for 
it,  like  the  old  Troops  that  have  ferved  long  in  Germany, 
it  was  not  poffible  to  follow  the  enemy  into  the  Country  of 
Wirtemberg,  where  the  King  had  no  Magazines,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  was  refolved  to  keep  near  the  Rhine.  After  having 
fent  M.  de  Palluau,  Major  General  in  the  Prince’s  Army,  to 
take  a  little  Caftle  that  might  incommode  Fribourg,  the 
Army  marched  back  by  the  fame  road  that  it  had  come, 
and  lay  near  the  fame  Camp  from  whence  it  had  marched 
to  purfue  the  enemy  on  the  hill.  Many  of  the  Officers  were 
for  attacking  Fribourg,  where  the  enemy  had  left  five  or  fix 
hundred  men  in  Garrifon,  and  for  putting  an  end  to  the  Cam¬ 
paign  by  that  fiege.  Affairs  hieing  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  if 
the  Army  had  continu’d  yet  fome  days  before  Fribourg,  the 
want  of  forage  would  have  oblig’d  the  horfe  to  repafs  the 
Rhine,  it  was  thought,  that  the  humour  the  enemy  was  in, 
and  their  defiance  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  ought  to 
iuggeft  greater  defigns  than  the  retaking  of  Fribourg-  fo 
the  Prince  thought  fit,  that  M.  de  Turenne  fhould  go  to 
Bnfac,  to  confult  with  M.  d'Erlac,  the  Governor,  how  to 
lend  down  the  Rhine  artillery,  ammunition,  and  provifions, 
in  order  to  attack  Philipsbourg,  wbilft  the  Army  fhould 
march  through  the  Marquifate  of  Baden,  leaving  the  Rhine 
upon  the  left,  in  order  to  inveft  the  place ;  this  was  put 
in  execution;  and  the  boats  being  loaded,  and  three  or  four 
hundred  musketeers  put  on  board  for  efcorting  them,  they 
came  down  the  Rhine,  the  Garrifon  of  Strasbourg  having 
let  them  pafs  under  their  fridge.  The  Army  having  left  alt 
their  wounded,  which  was  a  great  number,  at  Brifac,  began 

so 
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to  march  towards  Philipsbourg;  and  having  no  account  of  An.  1644. 
the  enemy,  who  were  in  quarters  above  twenty  leagues  — -  .  — 
from  thence,  refrelhing  themfelves,  lafeguards  were  fent  into 
a  great  many  fmall  towns,  and  into  feme,  the  baggage  of 
fome  Regiments  of  horfe,  with  the  troopers  on  foot,  and  the 
march  was  continued  to  inveft  Philipsbourg  with  the  foot, 
which  in  all  confifted  not  of  above  live  thoufand  men,  and 
with  fitch  of  the  horfe  as  were  in  a  condition  to  ferve  ■  the 
reft,  as  I  have  already  obferv’d,  having  been  fent  into  quarters. 

There  were  in  the  place  fix  or  feven  hundred  foot,  and  a- 
bout  eighty  horfe :  a  few  days  were  fpent  in  making  a  road 
for  going  to  the  boats  that  were  coming  from  Brifac ;  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine  being  full  of  wood  and  little  iflands.  As 
fbon  as  the  cannon,  ammunition,  and  provifions  were  land¬ 
ed,  two  trenches  were  open’d,  one  by  the  Prince’s  Army, 
and  the  other  by  M.  deTurenne’s. 

The  fecond  or  third  day,  the  befieged  made  a  felly  upon 
the  Prince’s  trench,  and  furprized  t'aofe  that  were  in  the 
head  of  it,  but  they  foon  recovered  themfelves ;  the  foot 
were  fo  difpirited  by  the  lateadtions  at  Fribourg,  that  the  liege 
of  a  place  which  made  a  vigorous  defence,  would  certain¬ 
ly  not  have  been  attended  with  fuccefs.  The  two  trenches 
were  carry’d  on  to  the  counterfcarp  with  very  little  lofs : 

M.  deTournon,  Major  General  in  die  Prince’s  Army,  was 
killed  there  j  he  was  a  Gentleman  of  great  acccmplifhments, 
and  there  was  not  a  young  man  that  had  more  ambition  and 
merit. 

The  enemy  made  no  refiftance  at  their  counterfcarp, 
which  was  not  pallifadoed,  nor  in  a  ftate  to  make  any  de¬ 
fence  ;  but  as  they  had  a  faujfe-braie ,  a  ditch  full  of  water, 
pretty  large  and  deep,  and  a  great  many  cannon,  they  ima¬ 
gin’d  that  they  ihould  keep  the  befiegers  a  long  time  from 
palling  the  ditch  j  but  as  we  had  abundance  of  fafcines, 
and  that  the  cannon  had  been  pointed  from  the  two  Sides  of 
the  counterfcarp,  in  order  to  fire  on  the  Hanks,  the  gallery 
was  advanc’d,  that  is  to  fay,  the  bank  of  fafcines,  (which 
was  not  cover’d  as  in  Holland)  pretty  near  their  faujfe-braie ; 
which  the  enemy  perceiving,  and  that  the  next  day  the  body 
of  the  place  would  be  attack’d,  they  beat  the  chamade. 

During  the  fiege,  as  foon  as  a  bridge  had  been  made  upon 
the  Rhine,  with  the  boats  that  came  from  Brifac,  twelve  or 
fifteen  hundred  men  were  fent  over  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  who  took  Germefheim,  where  there  was  a  fmall 

6  Gar- 
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An.  1644.  Garrifon:  then  they  advanc’d  to  Spires,  which  is  about  two 
•--or  three  leagues  from  thence;  the  Town  is  very  large,  but 
having  no  Garrifon,  it  furrendered,  there  not  being  on  that 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  any  body  of  the  enemy’s  Troops. 

The  Governor  of  Philipsbourg  having  capitulated  upon 
the  ufual  conditions,  that  the  Garrifon  fhould  march  out 
with  their  arms,  and  be  conduced  to  Hailbron,  an  Impe¬ 
rial  Town  twelve  leagues  from  thence,  the  Prince  enter’d 
Philipsbourg  with  the  Marfhal  deGramont.  The  next  day 
after  the  taking  of  the  place,  M.  de  Turenne  paffed  the 
Rhine  with  all  the  German  horfe,  and  a  detachment  of  five 
hundred  musketeers,  and  having  intelligence  that  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  were  in  poffeflion  of  Frankendal,  a  Town  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Eledlor  Palatine,  three  leagues  from  Spires, 
were  expedtingfome  horfe  from  Luxembourg,  he  fent  thither 
M.deFlextein  with  three  Regiments,  who  met  Colonel  Sa- 
vari  with  five  hundred  horfe,  who  had  a  mind  to  enter  the 
place  j  he  took  thim  prifoner,  and  defeated  a  party  of  his 
men.  M.  deTurenne  continu’d  his  march  towards  Worms, 
which  furrender’d,  there  being  no  Garrifon  in  the  place; 
and  having  march’d  on,  Oppenheim  alfo  furrender’d.  Fear¬ 
ing  that  the  enemy  might  put  fome  Troops  into  Mentz, 
which  is  the  moil  confiderable  poft  upon  the  Rhine,  be- 
caufe  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Frankfort,  and  the  commu¬ 
nication  it  has  with  the  Heflians,  he  marched  day  and  night 
without  baggage,  and  in  the  morning  came  pretty  near  the 
place,  in  which  he  knew  there  was  neither  Imperial  nor 
Bavarian  Garrifon,  but  only  fome  men  that  the  Chapter 
maintain’d:  he  quickly  fent  a  trumpet  with  aGendeman, 
to  fpeak  with  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Chapter. 

At  the  fame  time  M.  de  Turenne  had  an  account,  that 
there  were  a  thoufand  Dragoons  of  the  Bavarian  Army,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Colonel  Wolfs,  who  was  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  was  demanding  boats  from  the  Chap¬ 
ter,  in  order  to  enter  the  place;  which  oblig’d  him  to 
draw  nearer  to  the  Town  with  his  Troops,  and  to  fend  o- 
ther  meflengers  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Chapter,  to  prefi 
them  to  depute  fomeperfons  to  come  and  treat,  which  was 
done.  M.  de  Turenne  told  them,  that  if  they  did  not  im¬ 
mediately  fend  word  to  the  Bavarian  Troops  to  retire,  he 
would  treat  no  more,  and  that  if  he  faw  the  finalleft  boat 
pais  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  he  would  order  the  Town 
to  be  attack’d  on  aU  fides,  They  refolyed  to  capitulate, 

having 
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having  no  head  to  make  them  take  a  vigorous  refolution.  An.  1644. 
The  Bavarian  Dragoons  prefently  retired,  and  M.  deTurenne  — — — 
fent  an  account  to  the  Prince  at  Philipsbourg,  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs,  who  in  all  hafte  came  to  him,  accompany’d 
by  a  great  many  Officers ;  he  fign’d  the  capitulation,  which 
was  as  advantageous  to  the  Chapter  and  the  Citizens  as  they 
could  defire.  The  Ele&or,  who  was  in  the  Emperor’s  Inte- 
reft,  upon  hearing  of  the  fiege  of  Philipsbourg,  had  re¬ 
tired  to  Frankfort.  There  was  a  little  place  called  Binghen, 
four  leagues  fromMentz,  in  the  Circle  of  the  lower  Rhine, 
which  furrender’d  at  the  fame  time ;  and  twelve  or  fifteen 
leagues  from  thence,  fafeguards  were  received,  except  in 
the  Caftle  of  Creutznac,  where  there  were  two  hundred 
men. 

The  Prince  ftaid  four  or  five  days  at  Mentz,  and  recei¬ 
ved  there  an  Envoy  from  the  Landgravefs  of  Heffe,  and  a 
great  many  Deputies  from  places  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and 
having  left  there  three  or  four  hundred  men,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Vifcount  de  Courval,  who  were  put  into  the 
Citadel,  which  was  good  for  nothing,  and  to  which  a  great 
many  works  have  been  added  fince,  he  returned  to  the  Ar¬ 
my,  which  was  at  Philipsbourg,  whither  were  brought  back 
all  the  Troops  that  M.  deTurenne  had  carry ’d  to  Mentz: 
a  few  men  were  alfo  left  at  Oppenheim  in  the  Caftle,  and 
two  or  three  hundred  in  Worms. 

No  ftronger  Garrifons  were  put  in  thofe  places,  becaufe 
there  was  no  enemy  on  that  fide  of  the  Rhine,  except  in  the 
Town  of  Frankendale,  where  there  were  feven  or  eight  hun¬ 
dred  men.  M.  de  Lorrain  had  left  only  three  or  four  hun¬ 
dred  men  in  Landau,  which  is  an  Imperial  City  four  leagues 
from  Philipsbourg ;  the  Prince  thought  fit  to  fend  M.  d’Au- 
mont.  Lieutenant  General  in  M.  deTurenne’sArmy,  with 
a  detachment  of  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  and  four  pie¬ 
ces  of  cannon,  to  take  it.  The  next  day  after  opening  the 
trenches,  M.  d’Aumont  received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which 
he  died,  after  having  been  carry’d  to  Spires.  He  had  ferved 
five  or  fix  years  in  France  as  Major  General,  and  had  been 
only  made  Lieutenant  General  that  Campaign  in  Germany. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  Quality,  brought  up  at  Court,  was 
an  excellent  Officer,  and  knew  well  how  to  raife  his  for¬ 
tune  ;  he  lived  in  good  terms  with  M.  de  Turenne,  and 
died  with  a  great  deal  of  refolution. 
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An.  1644..  Upon  the  news  of  his  death  at  Philipsbourg,  the  Prince 

-  ■  ■  thought  fit  to  fendM.  deTurenne  to  the  liege,  where  there 
had  been  few  men  kill’d,  and  the  place  furrender’d  two 
or  three  days  after-  the  Prince  came  there  during  the  fiege. 
The  Garriion  was  lent  into  lome  Caftles,  which  M.  de 
Lorrain  held  in  the  hills ;  and  two  or  three  hundred  men  be¬ 
ing  left  in  the  Town,  all  the  reit  join’d  again  the  body  of  the 
Army  acPhiiipsbourg,  the  Government  whereof  the  Prince 
obtain’d  from  the  Court  for  M.  d’Efpenan.  The  month  of  Oc¬ 
tober  being  pretty  far  advanc’d,  the  Prince  retired  into  France 
with  his  Army,  paiTing  through  Keylerllouter  andDeux-Ponts, 
and  marching  frraight  to  Metz,  and  he  left  behind  him  only 
fome  new  Regiments  of  foot,  the  foldiers  whereof  were, 
with  great  difficulty,  kept  together  by  tire  Officers  of  the 
German  Armv,  the  French  Officers  having  been  difmifs’d. 
All  the  French  horfe,  which  had  for  fome  time  before  been 
in  a  bad  cafe,  and  five  or  fix  of  the  oldeft  Regiments  returned 
home.  M.  deTurenne  ftaid  at  Philipsbourg  with  the  Army, 
and  order’d  a  Uriel:  guard  to  be  kept  upon  the  bridge,  that, 
as  foon  as  tire  Prince  had  paffed  with  thofe  he  had  a  mind 
to  take  with  him,  none  elie  might  have  that  liberty. 

Some  davs  after,  M.deMerci,  who  commanded  the  Ba¬ 
varian  Army,  which  had  been  refrefhed  and  recruited  in 
the  Country  of  Wirtemberg,  finding  tjrat  the  Prince,  with, 
a  good  part  of  the  Army,  was  returned  to  France,  got  his 
Troops  together  again,  marched  towards  Heidelberg,  and 
fent  to  furprize  fome  Dragoons  that  M.  deTurenne  had  put  in¬ 
to  Manheinr,  which  is  a  large  Town  upon  the  Rhine,  al- 
moft  demolillr’d:  then  he  caufed  fome  Troops  to  pafs  the 
Rhine,  and  made  as  if  he  defign’d  to  lay  a  bridge  of  boats  o- 
ver  it,  in  hopes  to  draw  the  King's  Army  to  cover  all  thofe 
new  conquer’d  places,  where  there  were  but  fmall  Garri- 
fons,  fuch  as  Spires,  Worms,  and  Mentz,  and  fo  evacuate 
Philipsbourg,  which  he  then  intended  to  attack,  lodging 
himfelf  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Town,  which  is  ealy 
to  be  done,  there  being  not  above  the  difranc e  of  a  musket 
fhot  from  the  one  to  the  other. 

M.  deTurenne  finding  that  it  was  neceffary  to  repafs  the 
Rhine,  in  order  to  cover  thofe  places,  left  two  thoufand 
foot  in  a  Camp  under  Philipsbourg,  to  prevent  the  fiege 
of  it,  and  taking  with  him  a  detachment  of  musketeers,  with 
all  his  horfe,  he  repaffed  the  Rhine,  marched  to  Spires, 
and  immediately  fent  a  thoufand  horfe  into  Worms  and 
&  lentz,  to  reinforce  thofe  Garrifon#, 
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The  town  of  Frankendal,  which  is  betwixt  Spites  and  An.  1644.* 
Worms,  very  much  disturbed  the  communication  of  thofe  1  ■-» 

two  places.  M.  deTurenne  was  afraid,  that  M.  de  Merci, 
repalling  the  Rhine  at  Manheim,  might  make  ufe  of  it  as 
a  magazine,  and  draw  out  of  it  cannon  and  ammunition 
in  order  to  retake  Worms  and  Mentz,  which  indeed  might 
have  been  very  ealily  done ;  but  M.  de  Merci  did  not  do 
it,  for  reafons  that  cannot  eafily  be  guefled  •  the  beft  of 
which  I  believe  is,  that  the  Bavarian  Army  were  always 
afraid  of  palling  the  Rhine,  and  of  being  undone  for  want 
of  forrage  and  provilions,  which  was  fo  great,  that  from 
Philipsburg  to  Mentz  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine,  there  was 
nothing  lowed,  and  nothing  for  horfes  to  eat  but  in  the 
towns.  Befides,  the  garrifons  of  Worms  and  Mentz 
were  fo  weak,  that  they  would  not  have  held  out  two 
days ;  but  it  often  happens  that  one  does  not  know  the 
ftate  of  things ;  which  hindered  M.  de  Merci  from  mak-* 
ing  his  whole  Body  of  Troops  pafs  the  Rhine:  There 
were  but  few  of  them  that  came  to  this  fide,  and  the 
main  Body  continued  betwixt  Heidelberg  and  Manheim. 

Matters  remained  for  fome  days  in  that  fituation ;  and 
M.  de  Turenne  finding  that  there  was  no  danger  of  the 
Bavarian  Army’s  palling  the  Rhine,  and  that  all  his  Horfe 
were  penfhing  for  want  of  forrage,  kept  only  three  or  four 
regiments  of  horfe,  without  baggage,  which  he  put  into 
the  towns,  and  furniflied  them  with  ftraw,  but  very  little 
oats,  and  fent  away  all  the  reft  of  his  horfe  into  the  hills 
of  Lorrain,  having  written  to  Court  that  directions  might 
be  given  to  provide  them  with  winter-quarters  in  that 
Country,  and  in  the  Bifhopricks  of  Metz,  Toul,  and 
Verdun,  keeping  all  the  foot  with  him  in  Germany,  and 
leaving  a  body  of  two  thoufand  men  under  Philipsburg, 
until  he  fhould  know  that  the  Bavarian  Army  was  fepa- 
rated  j  which  was  not  till  the  month  of  December. 

Not  long  after  M.  de  Turenne  had  fent  away  thofe 
horfe,  he  had  intelligence,  that  M.  de  Lorrain  was  palling 
the  Mofelle  with  five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  and  had  invert¬ 
ed  a  Squadron  of  horfe  in  Caftelaun,  and  another  in  Si- 
meren,  two  fmall  Towns  in  the  Hundftruck,  about  four 
or  five  leagues  from  the  Mofelle,  whither  M.  deTurenne 
had  fent  thofe  two  fquadrons  to  get  forrage.  That  of 
Caftelaun  continued  in  that  little  place,  which  was  not  at¬ 
tacked;  that  of  Simeren  retired  to  Mentz  with  little  lofs. 

C  M.de 
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An.  1 644-  M.  de  Turenne,  who  was  no  longer  in  a  condition  to 

■’  — 1  ■  bring  back  his  cavalry,  (quarter’d  in  Lorrain)  nor  even 
to  take  with  him  thofe  of  his  horfe  he  had  pofted  in  the 
towns  of  the  Rhine,  M.  de  Merci  being  ftill  on  the  other 
fide  with  his  main  body,  marched  towards  Mentz,  with 
four  or  five  hundred  horfe,  and  underftood  by  the  way, 
that  M.  de  Lorrain  had  attacked  Bacharach,  which  is  a 
fmall  town  upon  the  Rhine,  where  there  was  a  garrifon  of 
a  hundred  men.  M.  de  Turenne  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  relieve  it ;  yet  he  was  willing  to  make  M.  de  Lorrain 
believe  that  he  was  marching  thither  with  a  good  body  of 
men.  Being  arrived  near  to  Binghen,  which  is  but  about 
three  leagues  from  it,  he  fent  parties  and  fafe-guards  into 
feveral  places  to  prepare  provifions  for  the  Army,  and  even 
made  feme  of  his  guards  get  into  the  cattle,  who  cried 
out  to  the  Lorrainers,  that  the  Army  was  coming.  M.  de 
Lorrain  raifed  the  fiege,  and  retired  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  Mofelle.  Two  hundred  men  had  remained  in  the 
cattle  of  Creutznac,  which  overlooks  a  very  pretty  town , 
and  that  cattle  being  a  very  confiderable  poft  betwixt  the 
Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  M.  de  Turenne  thought,  that 
by  lodging  his  foot  in  the  town,  and  having  quarters  and 
provifions,  he  might  conveniently  enough  beliege  it  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter.  He  ftaid  there  with  a  thoufand  foot  and 
two  hundred  horfe ;  and  in  fifteen  or  fixteen  days  the  ca¬ 
ttle  furrendercd,  after  a  pretty  good  defence. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  December,  the 
troops  were  quartered  in  Lorrain,  Alface,  and  along  the 
Rhine,  where  the  Country  was  fo  ruined,  that  in  twenty 
leagues  there  could  not  be  found  forrage  for  one  horfe, 
except  in  the  great  towns  that  were  become  very  poor  by 
quartering  the  Lorrainers,  and  in  a  fmall  cattle  here  and 
there,  where  fome  man  of  quality  lived,  whom  we  would 
not  entirely  ruin. 

An.  1645.  M.  de  Turenne  thought  fit  not  to  go  to  Court  during 

— - the  winter,  that  he  might  be  in  a  condition  to  take  the 

field  the  fooner  j  and  the  Cardinal  having  approved  of  it, 
he  ftaid  at  Spires:  from  thence  he  fent  to  defire  M.  de 
la  Ferte,  Governor  of  Lorrain,  to  pay  the  troops  with  all 
expedition  their  winter  quarters.  M.  de  la  Ferte  did  it 
moft  punctually  in  all  the  places  of  his  government,  and 
ordered  three  months  pay  to  be  given  them.  Thus  the 
horfe,  amounting  to  five  thoufand,  and  the  foot  to  five  or 
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fix  thoufand,  with  twelve  or  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon,  a- An.  1645. 

bout  the  end  of  the  month  of  March  were  ready  to  re- .  ■ 

pafs  the  Rhine,  upon  a  bridge  of  boats  that  was  made  at 
Spires. 

M.  de  T urenne  had  made  all  the  hafte  he  could  to  take 
the  field,  becaufe  a  body  of  three  or  four  thoufand  men 
had  been  detached  from  the  Bavarian  Army,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  that  of  the  Emperor,  under  the  command  of 
M.  deBaufchemberg,  General  of  the  artillery,  and  of  John 
deVVert  at  the  battle  of  Tabor,  where  M.  Torftenfon  de¬ 
feated  and  took  prifoner  General  Hatzfelt,  after  having, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fame  year,  ruined  the  Emperor’s 
Army  *  in  feveral  engagements,  by  a  feries  of  conduct, 
founded  upon  great  experience,  and  accompanied  with 
great  courage  and  judgment  •  which  is  much  fuperior 
to  the  gaining  of  a  pitched  battle.  The  King’s  Army 
then  having  palled  the  Rhine,  three  or  four  days  were 
fpent  in  marching  towards  Phortzheim,  a  fmail  town  in 
the  Country  of  Wirtemberg,  about  three  or  four  leagues 
from  the  Neckar,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  was  M.  de 
Merci,  with  a  body,  I  think,  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand 
men,  not  having  haftened  his  recruits,  and  fuffering  his 
troops  to  refreih  themfelves  in  places  at  forae  diftance, 
till  the  feafon  fhould  be  advanced,  and  the  grafs  being 
grown,  make  it  more  convenient  for  his  Army  to  affem- 
ble.  M.  deTurenne  having  learnt  that  there  were  fords 
in  the  river,  marched  early  in  the  morning,  and  as  foon  as 
he  arrived  there,  incamped,  not  over-againft  the  place 
where  the  enemy  lay,  but  two  leagues  lower,  and  paffed 
it  without  any  difficulty. 

M.  de  Merci,  who  did  not  think  that  his  Army  was  in 
a  condition  to  fight,  retired  towards  Suabia;  and  M.  de 
Turenne  purfuing  his  march,  paffed  near  Hailbron,  where 
the  enemy  had  a  garrilon,  and  arrived  at  Suabefchal  be¬ 
fore  M.  de  Merci,  who  had  his  Quarter-Mailers  at  the 
gates  of  the  town:  but  as  M.  de  Turenne  made  his  dra¬ 
goons  quickly  advance,  the  Citizens  opened  the  gates,  as 
they  always  do  to  the  ftrongeft,  and  to  whoever  arrives 
firft.  As  he  had  advanced  to  the  gates  of  the  town  with 
his  horfe  only,  and  had  left  his  foot  three  leagues  from 
thence  with  his  baggage,  which  had  not  been  able  to  fol- 

#  This  Army  was  commanded  by  General  Galas. 
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An.  1645  low,  becaufe  of  the  long  march-  he  was  afraid  that  M. 

r— —  deMerci  having  intelligence  of  the  reparation,  might  fend 
to  attack  the  foot,  with  which  there  had  ftaid  but  two  re¬ 
giments  of  horfe.  So  after  having  lefc  his  dragoons  to 
guard  the  gate,  he  returned  fpeedily  in  the  night  time  to 
the  place,  where  he  thought  he  lliould  find  the  foot.  M. 
de  Merci,  not  doubting  but  it  was  the  whole  Army  that 
had  come  to  Suabefch'al,  had  continued  his  march  farther 
towards  Dinkefpuhel  and  Feuchtwang.  However,  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  foot,  we  continued  to  follow  the  ene¬ 
my,  leaving  the  baggage  in  the  town  :  but  had  it  not  been 
the  fear  we  were  in  for  the  foot,  and  had  the  horfe  marched 
diredfly  after  M.  de  Merci,  I  am  perfuaded,  they  would 
have  flopped  him  in  his  march,  till  the  foot  had  had  time 
to  come  up,  and  that  we  might  have  fought  him  with  great 
advantage.  We  only  purfued  the  enemy  five  or  fix  leagues*, 
without  any  encounter  but  with  fome  fmall  parties.  M. 
de  Turenne  being  returned  to  Suabefchal,  ftaid  there  two 
or  three  days  ■  from  whence  he  marched  towards  the  river 
of  Tauber  at  Mariendal,  about  which  there  are  feveral 
fmall  towns,  from  whence  he  might  be  furnifhed  with  a 
good  quantity  of  provifions.  He  halted  there,  that  he 
might  have  the  Country  of  Heffe  behind  him,  whence  in 
the  fummer  he  hoped  to  draw  fome  troops,  in  order  to 
advance  into  Germany.  As  he  alfo  feemed  to  be  remov¬ 
ing  farther  from  the  enemy,  who  were  about  Feuchtwang, 
he  thought,  that  they  w7ould  divide  in  order  to  refreffi 
themfelves,  having  all  the  Upper  Palatinate  and  Bavaria 
free  behind  them. 

When  the  Army  was  arrived  at  Mariendal,  as  it  was 
about  the  end  of  April,  and  as  there  was  yet  no  grafs,  M. 
de  Turenne  was  much  importuned  to  allow  the  horfe  to 
difperfe  themfelves  into  the  little  towns,  where  they  fhould 
leave  their  baggage  on  the  fir  11  order,  repairing  fpeedily  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous.  To  fpeak  the  truth,  M.  de  Tu- 
renne’s  too  eafy  compliance  that  the  cavalry  might  not  fuf- 
fer  for  want  of  forrage,  his  great  defire  that  they  might 
quickly  put  themfelves  in  a  good  condition,  feveral  of  the 
Officers  promiling  to  buy  hones  in  their  quarters  for  their 
demounted  men,  and  likewife  the  diftance  from  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  were  near  ten  leagues  from  thence,  the  parties 
reporting  that  they  were  feparated,  made  him  unad¬ 
visedly 
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visedly  resolve  *  to  fend  them  into  little  clofe  places.  An. 
However  he  kept  the  foot  and  the  cannon  naif  a  league 
from  Mariendal,  and  fent  M.  Rofen  with  four  or  five  re¬ 
giments  to  Rotemburg  upon  the  Tauber,  which  is  above 
four  leagues  from  Mariendal;  but  the  other  regiments 
were  two  or  three  leagues  farther  off. 

The  day  after  the  order  was  given  for  feparating,  M.  de 
Turenne  finding,  that  the  feparation  of  the  enemy  was 
not  lo  certain  as  it  ought  to  have  been  before  the  taking 
of  fuch  a  refolution,  fent  orders  to  M.  Rolen  to  draw  near 
again  with  the  regiments ;  and  except  thofe  that  were  two 
leagues  farther  off,  and  the  new  regiment  of  Rolen,  and 
that  of  Vcufvors  (which  were  a  great  way  off,  the  one  ap¬ 
pointed  to  obferve  the  Bavarian  Army,  and  the  other  port¬ 
ed  towards  Franconia,  becaufeof  the  garri  on  of  Schwein- 
furt)  he  caufed  all  the  other  regiments  to  return.  The 
new  regiment  of  Rofen  did  not  make  hafte  enough  to  re¬ 
join  the  Army,  and  that  of  Voufvors  fcarce  heard  of  the 
battle. 

M.  de  Turenne  being  almoft  certain,  that  the  enemy 
would  take  the  rout,  which  he  was  informed  they  did, 
the  day  before  the  battle  he  rode  out  with  the  grand  guard 
three  leagues  upon  the  road,  by  which  the  Enemy  might 
attack  him.  Being  returned  very  late,  and  M.  Rofen  hav¬ 
ing  joined  him  with  above  the  half  of  the  horfe,  about 
two  hours  after  mid-night  he  had  intelligence  by  a  party, 
that  the  enemy,  with  the  whole  body  of  the  Army,  had 
left  Feuchtwang,  and  were  marching  ftraight  to  him  ■  it 
was  the  lecond  of  May.  At  the  fame  time,  he  fent  or¬ 
ders  to  the  regiments  of  cavalry,  that  were  two  or  three 
leagues  off;  to  march,  and  ordered  M.  Rofen  to  mount  a 
horfe-back  and  go  to  the  grand  guard,  and  with  all  expe¬ 
dition  to  draw  together,  on  this  fide  of  the  v/oed,  all  the 
troops  that  were  near  it.  Notwithflanding  this  order,  M. 
Rofen  parted  the  wood,  which  might  be  five  or  fix  hun¬ 
dred  paces  crols,  and  fent  for  the  cavalry  to  come  and  join 
him  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wood  ;  which  furely  he  never 
would  have  done,  had  he  thought  that  the  enemy’s  Army 
was  lb  near  j  for  ’tis  certain,  had  the  cavalry  joined  him 
on  this  fide  of  the  wood,  the  King’s  Army  might  have  re¬ 
tired  without  fighting. 

*  This  is  the  way  of  great  men  j  they  ingenuoufiy  confefs  their  miftakeE 
when  the  truth  requires  it. 

C  3  M.dq 
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An.  1645.  M.  deTurenne,  who  had  not  ftaid  above  a  quarter  of 

— - an  hour  to  give  his  orders  to  all  the  troops,  mounted  a 

horfe-back,  and  not  finding  the  grand  guard,  followed 
it  through  the  wood  ■,  and  being  on  the  other  fide,  hefaw 
ieven  or  eight  regiments  of  his  horfe,  which  were  all  that 
had  got  together,  and  which  M.  Rofen  was  drawing  up  in 
order  of  battle }  and  looking  farther,  he  faw  the  enemy’s 
van-guard  coming  out  of  another  wood  in  a  pretty  large 
front,  about  a  fhort  quarter  of  a  league  from  him.  Tho’ 
it  was  a  very  furprizing  thing,  and  prefaged  no  good  event, 
he  judged  there  was  nothing  to  be  done,  but  to  draw  up 
in  order  of  battle  a  part  of  the  Army,  as  if  the  whole  had 
been  there,  not  having  as  yet  a  fufficient  number  of  men 
got  together  to  march  up  to  the  enemy,  his  foot  but  be¬ 
ginning  to  join  him.  The  enemy  was  too  near  for  him 
to  alter  his  difpofition,  and  draw  up  behind  the  wood.  He 
therefore  turned  his  thoughts  wholly  to  make  the  bed;  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  ground  j  and  there  being  a  little  wood  on 
the  right  of  the  plain  where  the  horfe  were,  there  he 
polled  his  foot,  which  were  not  above  three  thoufand 
men.  M.  de  Smitberg  and  M.  du  Palfage  commanded 
them ;  and  as  that  place  ferved  for  a  right  wing,  he  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  leaving  two  fquadrons  behind  that 
wood,  and  put  all  the  reft;  of  his  horfe  in  one  line,  except 
two  fquadrons,  of  which  he  form’d  a  fecond  line  at  the 
left  of  the  great  wood.  JVI.  Rofen  polled  himfelf  on  the 
right  wing  of  that  line,  and  M.  de  T urenne  on  the  left. 

In  this  difpofition  we  waited  for  the  enemy,  who  in  a 
fhort  time  marched  down  into  the  plain  •  and  placing  their 
foot  between  the  two  wings  of  their  horfe,  M.  de  Merci, 
who  was  General  of  the  Army,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
it,  and  marched  llraight  to  the  wood,  having  by  that  means 
fo  polled  his  left  wing,  that  it  could  not  act  till  he  was 
mailer  of  the  wood :  but  as  he  could  not  at  firft  fee  the 
lituation  of  the  place,  he  put  his  Army  in  order  of  battle 
in  the  ufual  manner.  When  he  was  about  a  hundred  pa¬ 
ces  from  the  wood,  and  before  the  infantry  had  made  any 
difeharge,  M.  de  Turenne  marched  with  his  horle  to  en¬ 
counter  the  enemy’s  right  wing,  all  the  Squadrons  whereof 
were  broke,  and  the  fecond  line  was  fhaken.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  enemy’s  foot  advancing  towards  the  little  wood, 
thofe  of  the  King’s  Army  gave  only  one  fire,  and  ran 
confufedly  into  the  wood.  Thus  the  enemy’s  left  wing 

found 
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found  means  to  advance  by  the  favour  of  the  wood  which  An.  1645. 

their  foot  had  gained.  The  horfc  of  the  King's  Army, - - 

who  faw  before  them  but  three  fquadrons  of  the  enemy’s 
referve,  the  firft  and  fecond  line  being  in  confufion,  per¬ 
ceived  that  all  their  own  foot  had  thrown  down  their  arms, 
and  that  the  enemy’s  fquadrons  were  drawing  up  behind 
them.  At  the  fame  time,  they  began  to  fall  into  confu¬ 
fion,  which  was  very  foon  followed  by  an  entire  defeat. 

M.  de  Rofen  was  taken  prifoner,  having  performed  his 
duty  exceeding  well,  as  all  the  horfe  had  likewife  done. 

M.  deTurenne  retired  into  the  great  wood,  having  been 
ftrongly  prefled  by  two  Troopers  to  ask  quarter,  and  ha¬ 
ving  made  his  way  through  it,  attended  by  two  or  three 
perfons,  he  found  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wood  three 
regiments  of  horfe  arrived,  to  wit,  Duras’s,  Beauveau’s, 
and  Traci’s  j  unluckily  a  great  many  of  the  Troopers  ha¬ 
ving  caufed  their  horfes  to  be  blooded,  on  account  of  the 
fealon,  the  regiments  could  not  mount  a  horfe-back  foon 
enough  to  come  to  the  battle. 

To  thefe  regiments  joined  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
horfe  of  the  regiments  that  had  been  routed,  and  M.  de 
Turenne  having  drawn  them  up  in  order  of  battle,  would 
have  charged  the  enemy,  if  they  had  immediately  pafl'ed 
die  wood:  but  feeing  that  they  took  abundance  of  time 
to  put  themfelves  in  order  again  after  the  battle,  and  that 
all  his  foot  were  ruined,  and  that  he  had  only  three  regi¬ 
ments  who  had  not  fought,  he  chofe  rather  to  fave  what 
remained,  though  he  did  it  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty. 

He  therefore  ordered  M.  de  Beauveau  to  march  with  his 
regiment  and  with  all  the  German  horfe  that  had  efcaped 
the  battle,  ffrait  to  the  Main,  and  to  halt  at  the  entrance 
into  the  Country  of  Hefle  j  which  might  be  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  leagues  from  thence:  He  himfelf  ftaid  with  the  two 
regiments  of  Duras  and  Traci,  in  order  to  manage  the 
retreat,  and  to  give  the  reft  time  to  pafs  the  Tauber  (where 
there  were  feveral  fords)  which  they  accordingly  did.  As 
foon  as  he  faw  all  thofe  horfe  far  enough  off  to  be  out  of 
danger,  he  thoughc  of  retiring  likewife  himfelf.  The  ene¬ 
my  feeing  thofe  two  regiments  retiring  alone,  came  from 
all  quarters  to  intercept  them  :  but  M. deTurenne  retired 
in  pretty  good  order  to  the  Tauber,  which  was  in  the  fame 
plain,  and  the  enemy,  who  would  have  followed  us  by  the 
fame  ford  by  which  we  pafl'ed,  were  twice  or  thrice  beat 

C  4  back. 
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An,  1 645  •  back.  But  they  having  at  length  found  feveral  other  fords, 

%rr*:  the  two  regiments,  after  having  loft  feme  of  their  ftan- 

dards,  were  obliged  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  infmall 
parties.  Thefe  two  regiments,  particularly  that  of  Duras, 
which  had  the  rear-guard  in  this  action,  behaved  themfelves 
with  all  the  boldnefe  and  intrepidity  imaginable.  M.  de 
Turenne  retired  at  firft  with  fifteen  or  twenty  Officers  and 
Troopers,  and  ihortly  after  with  a  troop  of  a  hundred  or 
a  hundred  and  fifty  horfe  ;  with  which  having  marched  the 
whole  night  and  forded  the  Main,  the  next  day  towards 
the  evening  he  rejoined  his  cavalry  near  Heffe.  The  ene¬ 
my  took  a  great  part  of  the  foot,  all  the  baggage,  ten  pie¬ 
ces  of  cannon,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  horfe  and 
Officers  of  horfe.  M.  de  Montaufier,  M.  de  Smitberg, 
and  M.  du  Paffage  were  taken,  and  the  enemy  continued 
fome  days  without  ftirring. 

M.  de  Turenne  thinking  that  he  might  be  purfued  by  a 
body  of  horfe,  ftaid  a  day  or  two  in  a  wood  with  twelve 
or  fifteen  hundred  horfe :  but  feeing  no  enemy  appear,  he 
advanced  quite  to  the  frontiers  of  Heffe,  whither  the  Land- 
gravefs  quickly  fent  to  him  M.  Geis,  who  commanded  her 
troops,  with  two  of  her  Counfellors,  to  endeavour  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  retire  towards  die  Rhine,  alledging,  that 
thereby  he  would  fecurethe  places  he  had  left  ungarrifoned, 
and  that  he  would  the  fooner  be  able  to  join  the  troops 
that  were  to  be  fent  from  France  to  reinforce  him.  But 
thefe  Counfellors  concealed  the  chief  reafon  that  moved 
the  Landgravefs  to  wifh  that  the  Army  would  march  towards 
the  Rhine;  which  was,  the  fear  of  drawing  the  war  into 
her  own  Country,  and  her  unwillingnefs  to  lend  her  Ar¬ 
my  fo  foon  into  die  field  :  but  M.de  Turenne,  who  knew 
that  what  he  did  was  the  only  way  to  get  all  the  Heffian 
troops  to  join  him,  and  make  M.  Koningfmark  quit  his 
quarters,  perfifted  in  his  refolution,  and  fent  her  word,  that 
if  the  enemy  ffiould  march  in  purfuit  of  him,  he  would 
retire  quite  through  the  Country  of  Heffe,  and  that  what¬ 
ever  might  happen,  he  would  not  march  towards  the  Rhine, 
and  would  fooner  chufe  to  go  towards  the  Country  of 
Brunfvvick  He  likewife  fignified  the  fame  to  M  Koningf¬ 
mark,  who  was  in  his  quarters  ten  or  twelve  leagues  beyond 
Caffel  upon  the  Wefer.  This  General  had  the  fame  in¬ 
tentions  widi  the  Heffians,  not  to  take  the  field  1b  won, 
£nd  did  not  defire  that  the  War  fihould  be  drawn  into  thofe 
’  parts  • 
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parts;  but  M.  de  Turenne’s  fteddinefs  made  him  refolve  to  An. 
comply  and  join  him.  — - 

M.  de  Turenne  having  made  his  troops  retire  into  the 
Country  of  Waldeck,  went  to  Caflel,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Landgravefs  with  a  great  deal  of  civility, 
and  found  that  all  that  had  been  told  him  of  her  was  true, 
that  fhe  fhewed  great  judgment,  courage,  and  conduct  in 
all  her  actions.  She  caufed  her  troops  to  be  drawn  together, 
which  conlifted  of  fix  thoufand  men,  leaving  her  towns 
well  garrifoned,and  M.  Koningfmark,  who  had  above  four 
thoufand,  advanced  alfo  without  lofs  of  time. 

M.  de  Turenne  having  an  account,  that  M.  de  Merci 
was  drawing  near,  and  had  attacked  Kirchaim  *,  a  little 
town  at  the  entrance  of  Heffe,  fent  word  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  that  if  he  could  hold  out  five  or  fix  days,  he  fhould 
be  relieved,  which  made  him  refolve  not  to  furrender,  tho’ 
a  pretty  large  breach  had  been  made.  The  French  having 
join’d  M.  Koningfmark  and  the  Helfians,  marched  ftraight 
to  the  enemy,  who  raifed  the  fiege  the  tenth  or  twelfth 
day  after  the  battle  of  Mariendal.  M.  de  Turenne  had  about 
three  or  four  thoufand  horfe,  and  only  twelve  or  fifteen 
hundred  foot  left,  which  he  had  got  together.  The  enemy 
being  retired  towards  Franconia,  the  three  Armies  ftaid 
fome  days  in  the  Country  of  the  Landgrave  of  Darmftat ; 
during  which  time  an  account  was  brought,  that  the  Duke 
d’Enguien,  with  feven  or  eight  thoufand  men,  was  march¬ 
ing  towards  the  Rhine,  which  obliged  M.  de  Turenne, 
together  with  M.  Koningfmark  and  the  Heffians,  to  march 
into  the  Country  of  Darmftat,  and  from  thence  into  the 
Bergftras  in  order  to  join  him. 

M.  d’Enguien  pafl’ed  the  Rhine  near  Spires,  and  it  was 
refolved,  that  the  united  Armies  fhould  march  towards  the 
Neckar,  and  endeavour  to  be  at  Hailbron  before  the  ene¬ 
my.  A  van-guard,  confifting  of  a  great  body  of  horfe, 
marched  in  all  hafte  within  a  league  of  Flailbron,  where 
they  faw  the  enemy’s  Army,  which  was  arriving  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Neckar,  and  drawing  up  in  order  of 
battle  in  fome  vineyards  upon  the  fide  of  a  hill;  which 
made  the  van-guard  halt.  The  foot  being  a  good  way  be¬ 
hind,  upon  their  arrival  the  Armies  encamped  there  that 


*  The  name  of  the  town  bcficged  could  not  be  read  in  the  original,  but 
Pufcndirf  calls  it  Kirchaim. 


3 


26  Memoirs  of  the  Book I. 

An.  1645. night.  Finding  that  Hailbron  could  not  be  attacked,  nor 

— - — the  Neckar  paffed  at  that  place,  all  the  enemy’s  Army  be¬ 

ing  on  the  oppofite  fide,  we  marched  to  Vimpfen,  a  imall 
town  upon  the  Neckar,  two  leagues  below  Hailbron ;  a 
battery  was  immediately  raffed,  and  the  town  furrendered. 
I  think  there  were  not  above  three  hundred  men  in  the 
place. 

The  enemy  feeing,  that  by  this  means  we  had  a  paffage 
over  the  Neckar,  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  Hailbron,  and 
retired  to  Feuchtwang,  where  they  incamped  and  made 
fome  intrenchments.  The  King’s  Army  leaving  a  few 
men  in  Vimpfen,  paffed  the  Neckar.  M.  Koningfmark 
finding  that  the  enemy  had  retired  a  good  way  off,  and 
glad  to  command  apart  in  Franconia,  pretended  to  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  Prince,  without  any  juft  ground,  fepa- 
rated  from  him  without  taking  leave,  marched  two  days 
towards  the  Main  without  flopping,  and  we  heard  no 
more  news  of  him.  He  is  a  man  brought  up  in  war,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  great  commands,  vain  and  felfiffi,  and  who 
will  have  every  thing  depend  fo  much  upon  him,  that  he 
can  hardly  be  brought  to  agree  with  his  fuperiors,  and  al¬ 
ways  inclines  to  feparate  from  them.  With  all  this,  he  is 
a  man  of  great  talents  for  war,  and  has  moft  worthily 
ferved  theCrown  of  Sweden.  M.  de  Turenne  had  all  the 
reafon  in  the  world  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  manner  of 
adfing,  while  he  received  orders  from  him,  before  the  Ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Prince. 

After  the  departure  of  Koningfmark,  the  Heflians  re¬ 
maining  with  us,  we  marched  to  Rotemburg  upon  the 
Tauber,  where  we  ftaid  fome  days.  M.  de  Merci  retired 
farther  into  the  Country  towards  Dinkefpuhel,  where  he 
left  three  or  four  hundred  men,  and  incamped  three  or 
four  leagues  from  thence  behind  the  woods.  A  few  days 
after,  the  King’s  Army  arrived  near  Dinkefpuhel,  and 
formed  a  delign  to  attack  it;  a  detachment  of  Muske¬ 
teers  was  ordered  to  advance  among  the  ruins  of  fome 
houfes, where  they  opened  fome  trenches:  but  before  mid¬ 
night,  an  Officer  that  had  been  prifoner  and  had  made  his 
efcape  from  the  Bavarian  Army,  came  and  told  M.de  Tu¬ 
renne  ,  that  M.  de  Merci,  thinking  that  the  King’s  Army 
would  be  intent  upon  the  fiege  of  Dinkefpuhel,  was  march¬ 
ing  by  night,  and  was  but  two  leagues  off,  behind  the 
woods.  M.  de  Turenne  went  immediately  to  acquaint 

M.  d’En- 
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M.  d’Enguien  with  the  news,  who  refolved  to  leave  all  An. 

the  baggage  with  two  or  three  regiments  of  horfe,  and  to _ 

march  prefently  with  the  whole  Army  in  queft  of  M.  de 
Merci.  ' 

We  fet  out  an  hour  after  midnight.  M.  de  Turenne 
had  the  van-guard,  and  we  croffed  a  wood.  M.  d’Enguien 
was  there,  and  had  left  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont  with  his 
Army  in  the  rear-guard.  As  we  were  going  out  of  the 
wood  we  law,  for  by  this  time  there  was  day-light  enough, 
a  fmall  troop  of  Bavarians;  and  a  little  after,  as  we  were 
driving  them  back,  we  discovered  fome  of  the  enemy’s 
fquadrons,  who  having  feen  the  head  of  our  van-guard,  re¬ 
tired  in  all  hafte  towards  the  body  of  their  Army,  whereof 
thefe  Iquadrons  were  the  van-guard :  So  that  if  we  had  not 
let  out  too  foon,  we  had  found  the  enemy  on  their  march, 
and  confequently  in  a  very  bad  polture.  They  halted  be¬ 
hind  feveral  ponds,  and  prefently  drew  up  in  order  of  bat¬ 
tle,  and  having  planted  their  cannon,  began  to  make  fome 
works  on  their  front,  and  intrench  themfelves. 

The  King’s  Army,  as  they  went  out  of  the  wood,  drew 
up  likewife  in  order  of  battle;  but  could  not  march  up  to 
the  enemy  but  through  defiles.  We  brought  up  our  can¬ 
non,  which  galled  them  pretty  much  ;  but  theirs  that  were 
already  planted,  did  us  a  great  deal  more  mifchief.  The 
whole  day  was  fpent  in  canonading  one  another,  with 
great  lofs  on  both  fides.  The  next  morning,  two  hours 
before  day,  the  King’s  Army  retired  by  the  fame  road  it 
had  come,  which  was  by  a  defile  in  the  wood.  The  ene¬ 
my  purfued  only  with  fome  horfe,  and  there  happened  but 
one  sljirmifh,  though  they  had  once  an  opportunity  to  have 
defeated  a  part  of  our  rear-guard.  We  repaffed  the  wood, 
and  went  to  join  the  baggage  near  Dinkefpuhel,  where  we 
incamped  :  but  not  judging  it  advifeable  to  ftop  at  fo  in- 
conliderable  a  place,  we  refolved  to  march  to  Nordlin- 
gen,  and  get  there  before  the  enemy ;  which  was  very  eafy 
to  be  done.  The  next  day  the  Army  decamp’d  betimes 
in  the  morning,  and  after  a  two  or  three  hours  march,  ar¬ 
rived  about  nine  a  clock  in  the  plain  near  Nordlingen :  no 
enemy  appearing  there,  we  refolved  to  halt,  and  had  fome 
thoughts  of  incamping,  but  no  orders  were  yet  given  for 
unloading  the  baggage,  or  pitching  the  tents.  As  M.  de 
Turenne  was  advancing  into  the  plain  with  a  fmall  guard, 
and  while  the  Prince  was  out  not  far  off  with  another,  he 
+  fell 
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An.  1645.  fell  upon  a  German  party  that  were  marauding,  and  brought 

. .  - —  away  two  or  three  prifoners,  who  reported  that  the  enemy’s 

Army  was  paffing  a  rivulet  a  league  from  thence  in  order 
to  draw  near  to  Nordlingen.  M.  deTurenne  immediate¬ 
ly  joined  the  Prince,  and  having  learnt  that  there  was  no 
rivulet  betwixt  the  place  where  the  enemy  was  paffing  and 
that  where  we  were,  orders  were  fent  to  the  Army  that  no 
man  ffiould  ftir  from  his  poft.  The  Prince  and  M.  de 
Turenne  advanced  frill  with  a  few  men,  in  order  to  recon¬ 
noitre  and  have  a  greater  certainty  of  what  the  enemy 
were  a  doing,  and  whether  they  continued  their  march. 
The  plain  is  fo  open,  and  ftretches  fo  far,  that  there  was 
no  danger  in  advancing  with  a  few  men. 

M.  de  Merci,  who  commanded  the  Bavarian  Army,  to 
which  a  body  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand  Imperialifts,  com¬ 
manded  by  General  Gleen,  had  joined,  being  come  to 
the  banks  of  a  rivulet  about  nine  a  clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  judging,  as  it  was  true,  that  the  King’s  Army  was  in- 
camped  near  Nordlingen,  and  that  we  intended  to  befiege 
it ;  thought  that  by  paffiag  that  rivulet  without  baggage,  he 
might  with  fafety  draw  near  Nordlingen,  becaufe  of  the 
hills  and  fome  advantages  he  might  take  with  his  Army  : 
he  likewife  imagined  that  we  would  not  attack  him  that 
day,  and  fo  he  fhould  have  time  to  intrench  himfelf, 
which  he  was  wont  to  do  very  expeditioufly,  having  com¬ 
monly  following  his  Army  no  other  carriages  but  the  am¬ 
munition  waggons,  and  thofe  in  which  were  the  tools  and 
implements.  He  continued  his  march,  and  polled  him¬ 
felf  three  or  four  hundred  paces  from  the  rivulet  upon  a 
hill  *,  which,  at  the  place  he  Hopp’d,  was  pretty  high,  but 
Hoped  infenfibly  towards  a  village  fr.  In  order  to  make  the 
bell  ufe  of  the  place,  according  to  the  ftrength  of  his 
Army  and  the  fituation  of  the  ground,  he  began  to  draw 
up  his  right  wing,  compofed  of  a  body  of  Imperialifts  and 
fome  of  his  own  troops,  from  that  part  of  the  hill  which 
was  neareft  the  rivulet,  to  the  village,  having  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  foot  and  his  cannon  in  the  place  where  his  right 
wing  began.  From  the  place  w’here  the  right  wing  ter¬ 
minated,  the  foot  extended  in  order  of  battle  behind  the 
village,  and  in  the  action  almoft  all  of  them  fought,  in 
order  to  defend  it ;  but  at  firft  it  was  polfeffed  only  by  a 

*  Called  Vineberg,  f  Called  Allerheim. 

detachment 
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detachment  of  Musketeers  in  the  Church  and  upon  the  An.  1645. 
fteeplc.  Next  to  the  foot,  which  were  in  two  lines,  as  ...  -  . 

were  the  horfe,  the  left  wing,  compofed  of  the  Bavarian 
horfe,  and  commanded  by  M.  John  de  Wert,  ended  at  a 
little  caftle,  lituated  upon  a  riling  ground  *,  round  which 
there  were  fome  foot  that  clofed  the  left  of  the  Army,  as 
the  two  regiments  of  foot  above-mentioned  clofed  the 
right.  The  {pace  betwixt  the  village  and  the  caftle  was  a 
plain  which  might  well  contain  twelve  or  thirteen  Squa¬ 
drons.  This  was  the  difpofttion  that  M.  de  Merci  made,  as 
well  for  fighting,  as  for  incamping,  if  we  had  not  attacked 
him. 

The  Prince  having  perceived  that  the  enemy’s  Army 
was  palling  the  rivulet,  fent  orders  to  the  troops  to  get 
themfelves  ready  to  march,  and  being  confirmed  by  the 
fcouts,  and  by  what  he  himielf  law,  that  the  enemy  was 
not  unwilling  to  fight,  he  palled  the  place,  behind  which 
he  would  have  had  a  great  advantage,  and  fent  orders  for 
the  whole  Army  to  march.  About  twelve  a  clock,  the 
Army  advanced  into  the  great  plain,  and  about  four  a 
clock  the  two  Armies  came  in  light  of  one  another.  It  took 
up  a  good  deal  of  time  to  extend  and  put  ourfelves  in  a  po- 
fture  of  fighting.  That  village,  which  was  before  die  ene¬ 
my’s  Army,  jullly  made  it  doubtful,  whether  it  were  better 
to  attack  it,  or  march  towards  the  two  wings  with  the  horfe 
only :  but  as  ’tis  not  very  fafe  to  attack  wings,  without  at  the 
fame  time  charging  the  foot  polled  in  the  center,  it  was  not 
judged  proper,  whatever  difficulty  there  might  be  in  attack¬ 
ing  the  village,  to  charge  with  the  horfe,  without  the  foot’s 
marching  in  the  lame  front ;  and  as  the  village  was  above 
four  hundred  paces  more  advanced  than  the  place  where 
the  enemy’s  Army  was,  it  was  thought  beft  to  halt  with 
the  two  wings,  while  the  foot  lhould  attack  and  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  neareft  houfes  of  that  village, 
or  at  leal!  of  fome  of  them.  For  that  end,  our  cannon 
were  brought  up,  that  we  might  not  be  annoy’d  by  thofe 
of  the  enemy,  without  annoying  them  with  ours  :  but  as 
cannon  that  are  planted  have  a  great  advantage  over  thofe 
that  march,  becaufe  the  horfes  mull  always  be  put  to  the 
carriages  in  order  to  advance,  whereby  a  great  deal  of 

*  Pufendorf  and  others  fay,  that  the  caflle  was  upon  a  little  hill  cal¬ 
led  the  hill  of  Allerhe  nj. 


time 
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An.  1645. time  is  loft,  thofe  of  the  enemy  did  a  great  deal  more 

. . damage  than  ours. 

In  this  difpofition  the  infantry  of  the  King’s  Army  march¬ 
ed  ftraight  to  the  village  the  right  wing  being  oppofite  to 
the  enemy’s  left  wing  in  the  plain,  and  the  left  wing  to 
the  enemy’s  right,  which  was  upon  that  hill,  from  which 
there  was  an  infenfible  defcent  to  the  village.  Our  foot 
found  but  little  refiftance  at  the  neared:  houfes,  but  as 
advanced  farther,  three  or  four  regiments  of  the  ene¬ 
my  (one  part  of  which  poffeffed  the  Church-yard,  and  the 
other  had  made  holes  for  firing  out  of  the  houfes)  gave  fo 
great  a  fire,  that  they  halted  all  on  a  fudden,  and  began 
to  give  way.  We  fent  tome  regiments  to  their  afiiftance  ; 
and  M.  de  Merci,  who  was  behind  the  village,  caufed  his 
men  to  be  fuftained  by  other  troops.  Thus  the  fight  be¬ 
came  very  obftinate,  with  great  lofs  on  both  fides ;  but 
lefs  on  that  of  the  enemy,  becaufe  they  were  lodged  in 
the  houfes-  and  even  while  their  firft  line  was  fighting  in 
the  village,  the  fecond  was  not  idle  upon  the  hill.  Thefe 
expedients  did  not  fucceed ;  but  they  lhewed  a  great  deal 
of  skill  and  prefence  of  mind  in  the  General.  The  Prince 
came  often  into  the  village;  he  received  a  great  many 
fhot  in  his  cloaths,  and  had  two  hories  wounded  under 
him.  He  left  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont  on  the  right  wing 
of  his  horfe.  M.  de  Turenne  alfo  did  what  he  could  to 
make  the  foot  that  were  in  the  village  near  his  wing  to  ad¬ 
vance.  M.  de  Bellenave,  Major-General  of  his  Army, 
was  killed  there.  M.  de  Caftelaun,  Quarter- Mafter  Ge¬ 
neral  of  that  of  the  Prince,  was  very  dangeroully  wounded, 
as  well  as  a  great  number  of  Officers.  In  the  heat,  and 
about  the  end  of  this  battle,  M.  de  Merci,  General  of  the 
Bavarian  Army,  received  a  musket  fhot,  of  which  he  died 
on  the  Ipot ,  and  I  imagine,  that  when  the  enemy’s  left 
wing,  commanded  by  John  de  Wert,  advanced  again!! 
the  Prince’s  horfe,  they  knew  nothing  of  Ins  death  :  the 
battle  having  lafted  above  an  hour  in  the  village,  where 
fome  fquadrons  were  imploy’d  to  fuftain  the  foot,  the  ene¬ 
my’s  left  wing  began  to  march. 

It  has  often  been  laid,  that  there  was  a  fault  committed 
in  paffing  a  few  ditches  that  were  betwixt  the  two  wings, 
but  I  don’t  think  there  was  any  great  matter  in  that ;  for 
the  whole  right  wing  of  the  King’s  Army  was  in  order  of 
battle,  and  faw  before  it  the  left  of  the  enemy,  which  ad¬ 
vanced 
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vanced  at  a  flow  pace  to  ingage;  and  found  but  fmall  re- An.  1645. 
fiftance.  Although  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont  did  all  that  — 
could  be  done,  he  was  taken  prifoner,  not  having  been 
able  to  get  either  the  firft  or  fecond  line  to  do  their  duty  *. 

The  Prince,  who  was  very  near  the  village,  went  to  the 
wing  where  M.  de  Turenne  commanded,  who  feeing  that 
the  attack  of  the  village  did  not  fucceed,  and  that  the 
horfe  of  the  enemy’s  left  wing  were  marching  up  to  the 
French  horfe,  advanced  with  his  wing  towards  the  hill, 
and  having  difcourfed  a  moment  with  the  Prince,  told 
him,  that  if  he  would  be  pleafed  to  fuftain  him  with  fome 
fquadrons  of  the  fecond  line  and  with  the  Heffians,  he 
would  go  and  charge  the  enemy :  the  Prince  having  con- 
iented,  M.  de  Turenne  continued  his  march  up  the  hill  at 
the  head  of  Flextein’s  regiment.  Being  within  a  hundred 
paces  of  the  enemy,  and  turning  about,  he  faw  that  all 
the  French  horfe  [of  the  right  wing ]  and  the  foot  that 
had  been  beat  out  of  the  village,  were  entirely  broke  and 
fcattered  in  the  plain. 

As  M.  de  Turenne  was  continuing  his  march  up  the  hill 
with  eight  or  nine  fquadrons  abreaft,  the  foot,  which  the 
enemy  had  at  the  two  extremities  of  the  wing,  gave  a  fire, 
and  the  cannon  had  time  to  give  three  or  four  difcharges, 
the  firft  with  ball,  and  the  laft  with  cartridge-fhot,  with 
which  M.  de  Turenne’s  horfe  was  wounded,  and  he  him- 
felf  received  a  fhot  in  his  cuirafs,  and  the  Colonel  and 
fome  of  the  other  Officers  of  Flextein’s  regiment  were 
wounded  before  it  attacked  a  regiment  of  horfe  that  faced 
it.  Notwithftanding  this,  the  whole  wing  having  marched 
abreaft,  broke  the  whole  firft  line  of  the  enemy,  fome 
fquadrons  making  more,  fome  lefs,  refiftance ;  and  the 
enemy’s  fecond  line  fuftaining  the  firft  that  was  broke,  the 
fight  was  very  obftinate.  We  had  only  one  or  two  fqua¬ 
drons  in  the  fecond  line ,  and  the  Heffians,  who  made  the 
body  of  referve,  were  a  litde  too  far  off :  for  which  rea- 
fon  we  were  driven  back  a  little,  but  without  being  rout¬ 
ed  ;  for  our  fquadrons  continued  ftill  in  good  order,  and 
fome  of  them  had  even  the  advantage  of  thofe  of  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  but  their  numbers  made  them  too  ftrong  for  us. 

The  Heffians  came  up,  and  the  Prince  at  their  head 

*  The  Vifcount’s  hiftorian  has  added  here  fome  circumftances,  which 
he  found  in  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont’s  raem-drs. 
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An.  1654.  afted  with  no  lefs  courage  than  conduct.  When  the  Wey- 

- .  -  marian  horfe  faw  the  Heffians  approach,  they  rally’d,  and 

we  all  at  once  charged  the  whole  body  of  the  enemy’s 
hone,  who  had  formed  themfelves  into  one  line }  we  broke  • 
it ;  all  the  cannon  upon  the  hill  were  taken ;  the  regiments 
of  foot  that  were  with  the  right  wing  were  defeated,  and 
Gleen,  the  General  of  the  Emperors  Army,  was  made 
prifoner. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  the  Prince’s  horfe,  both  of  the 
firft  and  fecond  line,  and  even  his  referve,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Chabot,  and  all  the  foot,  who  being 
beat  out  of  the  village,  had  fled  to  the  plain,  were  entirely 
routed :  John  de  Wert  leaving  the  victory  on  that  fide  ta 
be  purfued  by  two  regiments,  who  drove  our  troops  two 
leagues  even  to  the  baggage,  returned  to  fuftain  his  right 
wing,  or  to  Hop  their  flight.  If,  inftead  of  returning  by 
the  place  where  he  had  been  firft  polled,  and  leaving  the 
village  on  the  left  hand,  he  had  marched  into  the  plain 
againft  the  Wey marian  and  Helfian  horfe,  we  fhould  not 
have  been  in  a  condition  to  have  made  the  leaft  refiftance, 
and  our  left  wing,  thus  hemm’d  in,  would  have  been  very 
eaiiiy  put  into  confufion. 

The  fun  was  already  fet  when  M.  de  Wert’s  horfe  be¬ 
gan  to  return  behind  the  village  j  and  night  coming  on  pre¬ 
fen  dy,  the  two  wings  that  had  beat  what  was  before  them, 
flood  in  order  of  battle  facing  each  other ;  and  as  the 
horfe  of  the  King’s  Army  were  a  little  farther  advanced 
than  the  village,  lome  of  the  enemy’s  regiments  that  were 
in  the  church-yard  and  the  church,  furrendered  to  M.  de 
Turenne,  and  came  forth  without  arms  at  twilight,  not 
knowing  that  their  own  troops  were  not  five  hundred  pa¬ 
ces  off. 

The  cavalry  of  both  Armies  continued  a  part  of  die 
night  very  near  one  another  in  the  plain,  their  advanced 
guards  not  being  fifty  paces  from  each  other.  About  an 
hour  after  midnight,  the  enemy’s  Army  began  to  redre, 
without  having  any  more  realbn  for  it  than  that  of  the 
King,  except  that  they  had  loft  their  General.  We  heard 
no  great  noife,  for  they  had  no  baggage.  I  believe  they 
carried  away  but  four  ftnall  pieces  of  cannon  j  all  the  reft, 
which  were  twelve  or  fifteen,  remained  upon  the  field  of 
battle.  At  break  of  day  not  one  of  the  enemy  was  to' 
be  feen ;  we  underftood  that  they  had  retired  towards 

Donaweft, 
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Donawert,  a  fmall  town  (four  leagues  off)  where  there  is  An.  164^ 
a  bridge  upon  the  Danube.  M.  deTurennepurfuedthem  •”* 
within  fight  of  Donawert,  with  two  or  three  thoufand 
horfe. 

The  whole  right  wing  of  the  King’s  Army  was  beat, 
and  all  the  infantry  were  put  intirely  into  confufion,  except 
three  Heffian  battalions  that  made  the  referve,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  were  at  leaft  three  or  four  thoufand  foot  killed 
upon  the  fpot.  Of  die  enemy’s  Army,  the  whole  right 
wing  was  beat,  three  or  four  regiments  of  foot,  that 
were  mixt  with  it,  were  routed,  two  furrendered  in  the 
church  •  a  great  many  men  were  killed  in  the  village, 
and  almoft  all  their  cannon  was  taken.  As  for  the  lofs 
of  men,  I  believe  the  King’s  Army  loft  more  than  the 
enemy.  On  the  one  fide,  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont  was 
taken,  and  on  the  other  General  Gleen,  and  a  very  great 
number  of  Officers,  and  many  ftandards.  Our  German 
cavalry  of  the  old  corps  behaved  exceedingly  well,  as  alfo 
the  regiments  of  Duras  and  Traci. 

It  was  fome  days  before  we  could  draw  together  above 
twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  of  all  the  French  foot.  After 
having  ftaid  a  day  or  two  near  Nordlingen,  the  Prince 
knowing  that  the  citizens  were  the  ftrongeft  there,  and 
that  the  garrifon  confifted  but  of  four  hundred  men,  re- 
folved  to  attack  it :  The  Citizens  delired  to  capitulate  the 
very  firft  night,  and  the  garrifon  was  fent  to  the  enemy’s 
Army;  but  I  think  their  arms  were  taken  from  them.  Wei 
ftaid  feven  or  eight  days  at  Nordlingen,  which  is  a  pretty 
large  and  fine  town,  where  we  greatly refreffied  our fel vest 
we  found  there  fome  arms,  harnefs,  abundance  of  horfes 
for  the  baggage,  and  plenty  of  medicines  for  the  wounded. 

After  having  left  there  a  very  fmall  garrifon,  we  marched 
to  attack  Dinkefpuhel,  which  held  out  but  three  days. 

When  we  were  going  to  approach  the  Neckar  and  the 
Rhine,  becaufe  of  the  ftate  of  the  Army,  and  in  order  to' 
receive  fome  money,  the  Prince  was  taken  ill  near  Dinkef- 
puhel,  but  followed  the  Army  almoft  to  Hailbron,  from 
whence  he  v/as  efcorted  by  a  party  of  horfe  to  Philipsburg, 
where  he  was  very  ill :  from  thence  he  returned  to  France, 
leaving  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont  to  command  his  Army, 

Which  continued  united  with  that  of  Germany,  command¬ 
ed  by  M.  deTurenne.  We  encamped  near  Hailbron;  as 
the  enemy  had  there  a  thoufand  men  in  garrifon,  and  had 
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An.  1645  alfo  thrown  in  fome  foot,  we  did  not  think  our  felves  in 
«■  a  condition  to  befiege  it,  but  we  continued  eight  or  ten 

days  about  the  place,  waiting  for  fome  convoys  of  pro¬ 
visions  from  Philipsburg,  and  for  money.  Upon  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  thefe  convoys,  we  advanced  with  the  Army  thro* 
the  County  of  Hohenloe  as  far  as  Suabefchal,  with  a  view 
to  flay  there  till  winter;  and  after  driving  the  Bavarian 
Army  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Danube,  to  take  up  our 
quarters  in  Suabia.  The  enemy’s  Army  at  firft  kept  pretty 
near  the  Danube;  but  in  a  little  time,  it  came  and  en¬ 
camped  within  five  or  fix  leagues  of  us,  in  order  to  hin¬ 
der  us  from  foraging.  We  continued  twelve  or  fifteen 
days  in  this  fituation,  till  the  month  of  October  was  pretty 
near  fpent. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  the  Swedes  had 
gain’d  the  battle  of  Tabor,  and  after  that  had  befieged 
Brin.  They  there  met  with  fo  flout  a  refiftance,  that 
they  ruined  their  Army,  and  were  forced  to  feparate  from 
Ragotski  *,  Prince  of  Tr'anfil vania,  who  had  come  to 
their  relief,  and  with  whofe  a fh fiance  they  had  not  been 
able  to  take  the  place.  The  liege  of  Brin,  a  town  pretty 
near  Vienna,  had  obliged  the  Emperor’s  Army  to  cover 
his  hereditary  Countries ;  but  when  the  fiege  was  railed, 
the  Swedilh  Army  retired  towards  Silefia,  in  order  to  re- 
frefh  themfelves.  It  was  at  this  time,  that  the  Duke  of 
Bavaria  finding  that  towards  the  beginning  of  winter  the 
King’s  Army  was  advancing  into  Germany ;  and  being 
afraid  that  we  would  take  up  our  quarters  there,  fent  to 
demand  afliflance  from  the  Emperor,  threatning  to  come 
to  an  agreement  with  the  King,  if  his  Imperial  Majefly 
did  not  quickly  fend  him  a  ffcrong  reinforcement.  The 
Archduke  marched  with  fix  or  feven  thoufand  horfe  and 
fome  Dragoons,  taking  no  infantry  with  him,  becaufe  of 
the  length  of  the  way,  and  for  the  fake  of  expedition  : 
and  being  covered  by  the  Danube  on  the  right,  by  long 
marches  he  came  to  Donawert. 

The  King’s  Army  was  flill  incamped  near  Suabefchal ; 
■and  we  learnt  by  an  Officer,  who  had  been  prifoner,  that 
a  confiderable  body  of  the  Emperor’s  Army  was  coming 
to  join  that  of  Bavaria;  which  made  M.  deTurenne  and 

*  He  feparated  from  the  Swedes  made  peace  with  the  Emperor,  and 
retired  into  Hungary  according  to  Pufendorf,  De  rebus  Sueeias. 
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tlie  Marfhal  de  Gramont  think  it  neceflary  to  retire  to- An.  1645.' 
Wards  the  Neckar,  and  from  thence  to  the  Rhine.  Some  •  ■  ^ 

hours  after,  the  fame  news  was  confirmed  by  Ibme  ca¬ 
valry  that  were  at  Dinkefpuhel,  which  ftill  more  haften- 
ed  the  march.  We  decamped  four  hours  before  night, 
the  baggage  having  beenfent  away  five  or  fix  hours  before; 
we  marched  through  the  County  of  Hohenloe  towards  the 
Neckar,  over-againft  Vimpfen,  where  we  had  left  a  gar- 
rifon  fince  the  talcing  of  it ;  and  tho’  the  river  was  fcarce 
fordable,  in  one  night  and  a  day,  the  whole  Army  palled 
it  by  fwimming,  the  horfe  cai  rying  the  toot  behind  them : 
the  great  front  breaking  the  current,  made  it  lefs  rapid, 
though  deep.  We  loft  lome  baggage,  but  few  men,  and 
we  got  near  Vimpfen.  As  we  were  afraid  that  the  ene¬ 
my  might  pafs  at  Hailbron,  and  meet  the  King’s  Army  on 
the  march,  we  made  hafte  to  get  to  Philipsburg. 

John  de  Wert,  who  had  palled  at  Hailbron  with  a  bo¬ 
dy  of  horfe,  not  daring  to  attack  the  Army,  though  it  was 
upon  the  long  march,  we  got  under  Philipsburg,  where  we 
halted  two  days :  as  there  were  as  yet  no  boats  for  making 
a  bridge  over  the  Rhine,  M.  de  Turcnne  thinking,  that 
only  M.  de  Wert’s  body  of  horfe  had  palled  the  Neckar, 
and  that  the  reft  of  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies  would 
not  advance  when  they  lliould  know  that  the  King’s  Army 
was  under  Philipsburg,  faid  to  the  Marfhal  de  Gramont, 
that  the  Army  might  march  towards  Graben,  two  leagues 
from  thence,  and  that  he  hop’d  ftill  to  take  up  his  quar¬ 
ters  without  repaffing  the  Rhine.  The  Marfhal  agreed  to 
it,  being  unwilling  to  make  any  difficulty  about  what  might 
facilitate  the  means  of  wintering  in  Germany,  and  even 
intending  at  his  return  to  France,  to  leave  withM.de Tu- 
renne  what  Troops  of  the  Prince’s  Army  he  fliould  defire : 
fo  without  repaffing  the  Rhine,  we  marched  towards  Gra¬ 
ben,  two  leagues  from  Philipsburg ;  and  having  halted  a 
whole  day,  wc  had  intelligence  about  the  evening,  that 
the  enemy’s  whole  Army  was  marching  towards  Philips¬ 
burg.  As  there  was  only  that  paffage  for  repaffing  the 
Rhine,  we  began  our  march  in  the  beginning  of  the  night , 
and  at  break  of  day,  as  the  rear-guard  of  the  King’s  Army 
was  drawing  near  to  Philipsburg ,  the  enemy’s  van-guard 
was  feen  entering  the  plain,  half  a  league  from  the  town. 

At  the  fame  time  wc  drew  up  the  Army  clofe  betwixt  the 
place  and  the  Rhine,  and  began  to  intrench  our  letves 


there. 
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An.  1645.  The  Archduke,  with  the  body  of  Imperialifts  and  the 

•*— - whole  Bavarian  Army,  incamped  about  half  a  league  from 

the  town,  where  he  remained  two  days :  during  which 
time,  we  caufed  fome  boats  to  come  from  Spires;  but 
not  having  enough  to  make  a  bridge,  we  made  only  the 
cavalry  and  baggage  to  pafs  by  favour  of  the  intrenchment 
and  the  cannon  of  the  place,  which  the  enemy  feeing, 
they  marched  towards  Vi mpfen,  where  we  had  leftM.de 
Rochepaire  with  fix  hundred  men,  and  the  heavy  cannon 
o/'  the  Army.  M.  de  Turenne,  who  had  remained  under 
Philipsburg  with  all  his  infantry  and  a  few  horfe,  as  foon 
as  a  fufficient  number  of  boats  was  come/  caufed  a  bridge 
to  be  made,  fent  orders  for  his  cavalry  to  return  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Philipsburg,  and  begged  of  the  Marfhal  de  Gra- 
mont,  who  was  gone  to  Landau,  to  fend  him  all  the 
French  horfe  that  were  there;  which  he  did  :  but  there 
came  not  above  five  hundred  of  the  German  horfe,  a 
part  of  them  having  refufed  their  Officers  to  march :  So 
the  defign  could  not  fucceed.  Had  it  not  been  for  this 
accident,  we  ffiould  have  routed  the  whole  infantry  of  the 
enemy,  who  took  Vimpfen  in  feven  or  eight  days  by  ca¬ 
pitulation,  and  then  retired  into  their  quarters. 

The  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies  being  feparated,  M. 
de  Turenne  repaffed  the  Rhine;  he  did  not  think  it  fit  to 
puniffi  the  German  regiments,  the  whole  corps  being  guilty  ; 
and  befides,  ’tis  certain,  that  when  he  fent  them  the  or¬ 
der  to  return  to  the  Rhine,  he  did  not  think  they  were 
fo  far  from  it,  as  the  place  where  his  orders  found  them. 
The  Marfhal  de  Gramont  returned  to  France  with  all  the 
Prince’s  Army ;  and  M.  de  Turenne  knowing  that  the 
Flanders  Army  was  very  much  employ’d,  and  that  there 
were  no  Troops  in  Luxemburg,  reiblved  in  the  month  of 
November  to  go  to  Triers,  where  he  underftood  there 
was  a  very  fmall  garriibn ;  and  not  being  able  to  take  with 
him  above  fifteen  hundred  foot  and  all  the  horfe,  he  wrote 
to  the  Cardinal,  begging  him  to  order  fome  regiments  of 
the  Prince’s  Army  that  were  near  Metz,  to  be  fent  him  ; 
which  he  did  :  but  there  was  not  found  above  feven  or 
eight  hundred  foot  that  could  march.  Two  or  three  pie¬ 
ces  of  cannon  were  with  great  difficulty  brought  to  him 
through  the  Hundftruck.  M.  de  Turenne,  after  having 
fent  word  to  the  Eiedtor  of  Triers,  who  was  at  Coblentz, 
to  come  to  Triers,  drew  near  the  place,  and  having  in- 
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veiled  it  on  the  Luxembourg  fide  with  a  body  of  horfe, 
it  furrendred  the  fecond  night  after  opening  the 
trenches. 

M.  de  Turenfle  re-eftablifhed  the  Eledtor  in  the  city,  An.  1646. 
and  ftaid  there  feven  or  eight  days  ,  he  caufed  a  redouht 
to  be  made  near  the  bridge,  wherein  he  left  five  hun¬ 
dred  men  j  quartered  his  troops  along  the  Mofelle,  and 
returned  to  the  caftle  of  Obervefel  upon  the  Rhine ; 
before  which  caftle  he  had  left  M.  de  Tot,  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  :  after  a  pretty  long  blockade,  that  caftle  furren- 
dered  ;  all  the  Army  having  been  quartered  along  the 
Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  and  lo me  horfe  fent  into  Lovrain, 

M.  de  Turenne  in  the  beginning  of  February  returned 
to  Court. 

Cardinal  Mazarin  was  then  at  the  helm  of  affairs  : 
the  King  was  very  young,  and  the  Queen  Mother  had 
an  intire  confidence  in  the  Cardinal.  As  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  lived  in  good  intelligence  with  him,  his  Emi¬ 
nence  approved  of  almoft  all  his  plans  for  the  cam¬ 
paigns,  and  efpecially  in  a  war  far  from  the  Court,  like 
that  of  Germany.  Thus  he  had  approved  of  M.  de 
Turenne’s  concerting  with  M.  Torltenfon,  General  of 
the  Swedes,  the  jundtion  of  the  Armies  of  France 
and  Sweden  at  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign,  in 
order  to  remedy  the  inconveniencies,  which,  by  experi¬ 
ence,  had  been  found  almoft  inevitable  during  their  re¬ 
paration.  The  two  Armies  ftill  adting  feparately,  one 
towards  the  hereditary  Countries,  and  the  other  along 
the  Rhine  or  in  the  Circle  of  Swabia ;  the  Imperial 
and  Bavarian  Armies  being  in  the  middle,  mutually  fent 
fuccours  to  each  other  as  either  of  them  happen’d  to 
be  prefs’d,  and  rendered  all  the  advantages  we  gain’d 
by  battles  almoft  fruitlefs.  As  the  chief  benefit  that 
can  be  reaped  from  victories  is  the  gaining  a  Country 
to  quarter  in,  the  increafing  our  own  Army,  and  di- 
minifhing  that  of  the  enemy  j  which,  if  we  have  a  little 
patience,  dwindles  away  by  degrees:  We  could  not 
reap  this  benefit,  becaufe  the  mutual  affiftance  the  ene¬ 
my’s  two  Armies  fent  one  to  another,  made  us  lofe 
all  thefe  advantages  ;  whereas  the  French  and  Swedifh 
Armies  joining,  might  take  fuch  meafures  as  not  to  fe- 
parate  again,  but  according  to  the  motions  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  Armies,  and  within  fuch  a  diftance  as  to  be  able 
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An.  1 646.  to  reunite,  when  thofe  of  the  enemy  fhould  do  the  fame : 

*— — —So  M.  deTurenne  concerted  with  M.  Torftenfon,  that 
about  the  month  of  May  he  fhould  come  with  the  Swe- 
difh  Army  into  HefTe,  and  that  the  King’s  Army  paffing 
the  Rhine  under  Mentz,  fhould  join  it  towards  the  County 
of  Nafiau. 

The  gout,  and  along  indifpofition  obliged  M.  Torften- 
fon  to  retire  into  Sweden,  after  having  acquired,  fincethe 
death  of  M.  Banier,  all  the  reputation  that  a  great  man 
can  have  by  the  gaining  of  many  battles,  by  the  ruining 
an  enemy’s  great  Army,  which  he  brought  to  nothing, 
and  by  a  general  efteem  of  his  prudence,  courage,  and 
ability  :  He  left  the  command  of  the  Army  to  M.  Wrangel, 
who  having  fpent  a  part  of  the  winter  in  taking  fome  fmall 
towns  towards  Weftphalia,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fpring 
came  into  HefTe. 

M.  de  Turenne  ftaid  fix  weeks  at  Court  :  M.  de 
Bouillon  his  Brother  was  at  Rome,  and  his  affairs  not 
being  as  yet  adjufted,  the  Cardinal  offered  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  the  Dutchy  of  Chateau-Tierri,  which  was  to  be 
reckoned  as  part  of  the  equivalent  for  Sedan,  affuring 
him,  that  his  acceptance  of  it  fhould  not  prejudice  his 
Brother’s  affairs,  and  that  another  domaine  fhould  be 
given  him  in  place  thereof ;  but  M.  de  Turenne,  being 
perfuaded  that  this  would  retard,  if  it  did  not  put  an 
entire  flop  to  the  conclufion  of  the  exchange  of  Se¬ 
dan,  it  was  agreed  between  him  and  the  Cardinal,  that 
he  fhould  take  nothing  untill  his  Brother’s  affairs  were 
concluded.  In  the  month  of  April  M.  de  Turenne 
returned  to  the  Rhine,  affembled  his  whole  Army  in 
the  beginning  of  May,  and  fent  down  a  bridge  of  boats 
near  to  Bracharach,  in  order  to  march  his  Army,  and 
join  the  Swedes  in  HefTe.  After  all  meafures  had  been 
concerted  for  that  junction,  Cardinal  Mazarin  Tent  to 
him  a  Gentleman,  named  Saint  Aignan,  to  tell  him,  that 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria  having  given  his  word  to  the  Ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  at  Munfter,  that  his  Army  fhould  not  join 
that  of  the  Emperor,  if  the  King’s  Army  did  not  pafs 
the  Rhine,  the  King  ordered  him  not  to  crofs  that  river. 
The  fame  Gentleman  fignified  t  ,  him,  that  the  Court  was 
for  befieging  Luxembourg.  M.  de  Turenne,  thinking  that 
this  Would  be  the  intire  ruin  of  the  affairs  of  Germany, 
contented  himfelf  with  not  paffing  the  Rhine,  that  he 
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might  not  fb  quickly  aft  contrary  to  an  exprefs  order;  and  An.  *646. 
two  days  after  that  Gentleman  was  returned,  the  bridge  of  ' 
boats  broke  by  a  great  fwelling  of  the  river. 

While  the  bridge  was  a  mending,  M.  de  Turenne  was 
informed,  that  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies  having 
joined  in  Franconia,  were  marching  ftraight  again  ft  the 
Swedes  in  Hefie,  and  judged  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  join  them  by  pafTing  the  bridge  of  Bacharach.  Under- 
ftanding  that  there  was  no  other  paffage  over  the  Rhine 
but  at  the  towns  pofleffed  by  the  States  of  Holland,  he 
fent  fome  regiments  of  foot  to  Mentz,  where  he  left  M. 
du  Paffage,  fet  out  two  days  after  he  heard  of  the  enemy’s 
march,  fent  word  to  the  Cardinal,  by  a  Secretary,  of  the 
refbluiion  he  had  taken,  and  went  and  pafs’d  the  Mofelle 
at  a  ford  five  or  fix  leagues  above  Coblentz,  and  from  thence 
marched  through  the  Countries  of  Cologne  and  Meurs  to 
Rhinberg,  and  then  to  Wefel,  having  fent  a  Gentleman  to 
the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  States  to  defire  of  them  li¬ 
berty  to  pafs. 

It  took  twelve  or  fourteen  days  to  march  from  the  place 
where  he  fet  out  to  Wefel,  where  he  found  Madam  de 
Longueville,  who  was  going  to  Munfter ;  he  marched 
two  days  with  the  Army  the  fame  road  with  that  Princefs, 
and  from  thence  palling  by  Lipftad,  where  there  was  a 
Heflfian  garrifon,  he  fent  to  give  M.  Wrangel  (who  was  on 
the  frontiers  of  Fleffe)  notice  of  the  time  he  could  join 
him.  The  Army  had  for  above  a  month  made  very  long 
marches,  during  which  time  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian 
Armies  had  come  up  with  the  Swedes,  but  durft  not  at¬ 
tack  them,  becaufe  of  the  advantageous  polls  they  had 
taken.  There  were  fome  flight  engagements,  but  none  of 
any  moment;  and  M.  Wrangel  condufted  himfelf  with 
great  prudence  and  refolution.  As  the  enemy  underftood 
that  the  French  Army  was  advancing,  they  retired  five  or 
fix  leagues  from  the  Swedes,  and  incamped  near  Fridberg, 
a  fmall  town,  into  which  they  put  two  or  three  hundred 
men.  The  King’s  Army  joined  that  of  the  Swedes,  who, 
upon  its  arrival,  drew  themfelves  up  in  order  of  battle. 

There  were  above  ten  thoufand  horfe  and  fix  or  feven 
thoufand  foot,  and  fixty  pieces  of  cannon.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  fupped  at  M.  Wrangel’s  quarters  with  a  great  deal  of 
joy,  and  we  having  ftaid  but  one  day  in  this  place,  becaufe 
of  the  want  of  forrage,  the  King’s  Army  took  the  van- 
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An.  1 646. guard  the  firft  day,  and  M.  de  Turenne  gave  the  word ; 
afterwards  he  gave  it  in  writing  for  one  week,  and  M, 
Wrangel  for  the  other,  thus  fending  it  one  to  the  other 
by  fome  Adjutant,  without  ever  having  the  lead:  difagree- 
ment.  In  two  days  we  came  near  the  enemy,  who  were 
incamped  in  the  place  above-mentioned.  We  heard  them 
fire  three  volleys,  on  account  of  the  day,  which  I  think 
was  the  Emperor’s  birth-day,  and  by  the  difcharge  we  found 
that  their  body  was  confiderable.  They  had  full  fourteen 
thoufand  horfe,  ten  thoufand  foot,  and  above  fifty  pieces 
of  cannon.  We  advanced  within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of 
them,  but  did  not  think  it  fit  to  attack  them  in  a  camp, 
where,  tho’  they  were  but  {lightly  intrenched,  they  were 
yery  advantageoufly  polled. 

The  fame  day  that  we  came  near  them ,  after  fome 
skirmilhes,  we  incamped  clofe  by  the  walls  of  Fridberg, 
where  they  had  three  or  four  hundred  men  in  garrifon.  As 
thofe  of  the  town,  about  twilight,  fired  upon  fome  Sol¬ 
diers  who,  while  the  Army  was  incamping,  went  to  fetch 
wood,  I  doubt  not  but  the  enemy  thought  that  we  were 
snaking  approaches  with  a  defign  to  befiege  the  place,  the 
taking  of  which  would  have  been  very  eafy :  but  at  the 
beginning  of  the  night,  M.  de  Turenne  and  M.  Wrangel 
having  confer’d  together  upon  what  would  be  beft  to  do, 
they  debated  for  fome  time  whether  they  fhould  not  march 
through  the  Bergftras,  leaving  Francfbrt  on  the  left  hand, 
and  endeavour  to  arrive  at  Hailbron  before  the  enemy, 
and  fo  have  an  entrance  into  the  Country  of  Wirtenberg. 
At  laft  it  was  judged,  that  the  enemy  having  a  ihorter  way 
to  go,  would  get  there  before  us ;  and  having  the  Danube 
and  a  plentiful  Country  ftill  behind  them,  would  not  fail 
to  lay  wafte  the  Country  they  paffed  through.  On  the 
contrary,  the  French  and  Swediih  Armies  having  nothing 
behind  them  but  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  which  is  a  Coun¬ 
try  intirely  laid  wafte,  would  in  the  beginning  of  winter 
be  forced  to  take  up  each  with  its  old  quarters,  and  to  leave 
to  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies  theirs,  which,  befides 
the  hereditary  Countries,  the  Circles  of  Swabia,  Franconia, 
and  Bavaria,  (which,  beyond  comparifon,  are  better  than 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine)  are  the  Countries  of  Thuringia 
and  Brunfwick,  whither  the  French  and  Swedifh  Armies 
were  wont  to  retire.  Such  a  difference  proves  a  great 
advantage  for  the  next  campaign,  becaufe  new  Soldiers 
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■Will  readily  come  to  ferve  in  Armies  that  are  in  plentiful  An.  1646. 
Countries,  and  becaufe  there  the  old  ones  quickly  recover  — — — — 
their  vigour.  After  fome  fufpence,  it  was  refolved,  that 
a  thoufand  horfe,  with  five  hundred  Dragoons  fhould  be 
fent  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  poll  of  Bonnameis,  which 
is  a  little  market-town  two  leagues  from  Francfort  upon 
the  frnall  river  of  Nid,  which  being  paffed  without  oppo- 
fition  from  the  enemy,  we  might  get  to  the  river  of  Main 
as  foon  as  they,  or  fight  them  on  the  march,  if  they  fhould 
take  that  rout. 

The  troops  being  arrived  at  Bonnameis,  and  finding 
there  only  fome  Dragoons  that  defended  the  paffage,  they 
poflfefifed  themfelves  of  the  place.  A  body  of  the  enemy’s 
horfe,  commanded  by  M.  de  Wert,  being  come  a  little 
too  late,  and  feeing  the  poft  taken,  halted  pretty  near  it. 

The  French  and  Swedifh  Armies  marched  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  three  hours  before  day :  the  French  had  the  van-guard, 
and  in  the  night-time  and  at  day-break  marched  along  by 
the  Army  of  the  enemy,  who  feem’d  to  be  irrefolute,  and 
only  put  themfelves  under  Arms.  The  Archduke  has  been 
blamed  for  being  fo  long  without  coming  to  fome  relblu- 
tion,  and  indeed  it  coft  him  very  dear  :  for  while  he  re¬ 
mained  in  his  camp,  we  were  flill  marching;  and  having 
found  the  poft  of  Bonnameis  poflfefifed  by  thofe  we  had 
fent  before,  the  pafs  was  immediately  ordered  to  be  mend¬ 
ed,  and  M.  deWert,  who  had  advanced  in  order  to  take 
pofifeffion  of  it,  began  to  retire  towards  the  main  body  of 
the  enemy’s  Army. 

In  the  mean  time  we  paffed,  though  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  at  feveral  places,  and  M.  Koningfmark  having 
found  a  paflfage  on  the  left  hand,  which  the  French  Army 
had  left,  in  order  to  be  able  to  pafs  in  a  greater  front,  he 
broke  a  great  many  of  M.  de  Wert’s  fquadrons  that  were 
retiring.  As  it  was  but  two  a  clock  in  the  afternoon,  al¬ 
though  we  had  marched  fix  leagues  with  a  great  Army  and 
a  vaft  deal  of  baggage,  we  marched  three  leagues  more 
that  day,  ftill  with  a  deiign  to  ftop  the  enemy’s  way  to  the 
Main;  which  fucceeded  by  the  Archduke’s  flownefs  in 
coming  to  a  refolution :  So  that  in  the  evening  we  came 
to  a  place  betwixt  Francfort  and  Hanaw,  which  put  it  out 
of  the  enemy’s  power  to  retire  towards  the  Main  without 
fighting. 
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646.  The  Army  having  fet  out  two  hours  before  day  in  the 

—  month  of  Auguft,  had  marched  nine  leagues.  As  the 
baggage  had  been  ordered  to  keep  all  together  to  the  right 
hand,  and  as  it  was  covered,  we  were  in  no  great  pain 
about  it,  and  it  arrived  the  next  day.  So  the  enemy, 
with  all  the  troops  of  the  Empire,  in  one  day  found  them- 
felves  in  fuch  a  lituation,  that  it  was  no  longer  in  their 
power  to  march  either  into  Franconia,  Swabia  or  Bavaria, 
having  the  whole  confederate  Army  betwixt  them  and 
thofe  Countries.  But  as  we  were  afraid,  that  by  the  favour 
of  a  fmall  river  that  runs  towards  Hanaw,  they  might  ftill 
march  towards  Afchaffenburg,  which  is  upon  the  Main ; 
we  marched  the  next  morning  before  day  with  a  part  of 
the  Army,  ordering  the  reft  to  follow,  though  very  much 
fatigued  by  the  march  of  the  preceding  day ;  and  we 
came  to  a  little  town  upon  that  rivulet.  The  enemy  had 
put  fome  men  therein,  and  the  place  being  pretty  near 
the  rear  of  their  camp,  they  feem’d  to  be  going  to  march, 
in  order  to  get  to  Afchaffenburg :  but  as  they  law  our  Ar¬ 
my  pals  betimes  in  the  morning,  they  halted  in  their  camp 
with  their  baggage  ready  loaded,  drew  their  troops  out  of 
that  little  town,  and  with  fome  detachments  defended  the 
rivulet  upon  which  it  is  fituated. 

About  noon  the  whole  French  and  Swedifh  Armies 
came  near  that  rivulet,  and  having  brought  up  fome  can¬ 
non,  and  made  an  Imperial  fquadron  retire,  which  fuffer’d 
the  lire  with  incredible  patience,  the  enemy  once  more 
continued  quiet  in  their  camp.  Thus  was  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs  intirely  changed  in  one  day.  As  there  was  a  little 
wood  that  covered  the  camp  of  the  Imperialifts,  we  could 
not  eafily  perceive  their  motions :  as  foon  as  they  faw  that 
we  had  got  the  ftart  of  them,  they  made  their  baggage 
march  towards  Fridberg,  and  at  twilight  followed  the  lame 
rout  going  towards  Helfe,  in  all  appearance  with  a  defign, 
if  they  had  been  purfued,  to  march  towards  Weftphalia 
or  Coiogn.  We  confidered  for  fome  time  what  refolution 
we  fhould  take,  whether  to  purfue  them,  or  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  opportunity  to  make  our  lelves  mafters  of 
fome  confiderable  pofts  in  the  Circles  of  Franconia,  Swa¬ 
bia,  and  Bavaria.  5Tis  certain,  that  in  the  firft  cafe  we 
fhould  have  drove  them  very  near  to  Coiogn,  and  made 
them  buffer  confiderable  lofs  in  their  retreat :  but  as  the 
Emperor  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  would  then  have  had 
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time  to  fend  orders  into  the  above-mentioned  Countries;  An.  1646. 
and  as  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  affairs  fbmetimes 1  1  ■-* 

changing  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  it  was  refolved  to 
march  towards  the  Main. 

M.  de  Turenne  caufed  M.  du  Paflage,  whom  he  had 
left  at  Mentz,  with  two  thoufand  men,  when  he  made 
that  great  tour  by  Wefel,  to  join  him,  and  marched  to 
Afchaffenburg,  where  there  is  a  fine  paflage  over  the 
Main,  and  wherein  there  were  two  hundred  men  who 
furrendered  immediately.  After  having  paffed  the  Main, 
the  French  Army  took  to  the  right,  and  the  Swedifh  to 
the  left,  keeping  at  the  diftance  of  about  eight  or  ten 
leagues  from  one  another.  The  firft  belieged  Schorndorf, 
which  they  took  in  three  days,  and  marched  to  Lawingen, 
upon  the  Danube,  where  there  was  no  garrifon :  the  other 
took  Nordlinghen,  and  marched  to  Donawert,  where  they 
palled  the  Danube,  as  the  French  did  at  Lawingen,  having 
bridges  at  both  thofe  places,  and  finding  provifions  in 
abundance  every  where.  The  Swedes  left  a  garrifon  in 
Nordlinghen,  and  the  French  in  Schorndorf  and  Lawin¬ 
gen,  as  they  marched  along,  and  without  ftaying  in  thole 
towns.  The  Swedes  crofted  the  Lech  upon  the  bridge  of 
Rain,  which  is  but  three  or  four  leagues  from  Donawert, 
and  inverted  the  place,  into  which  the  Duke  of  Bavaria 
had  put  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  militia,  called  hunters, 
becaufe  they  wear  green  coats. 

M.  de  Turenne  underftanding  that  there  were  no  troops 
in  Ausburg,  fent  M.  de  Beauveau  with  five  hundred  horfe 
in  order  to  parley  with  the  citizens,  having  paffed  himfelf 
at  Lawingen  with  the  Army.  The  citizens  admitted  M. 
de  Beauveau  into  the  town,  his  men  ftaying  at  the  gate, 
and  began  to  propofe  the  conditions  upon  which  they 
would  put  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the  French  and 
Swedes.  In  the  mean  time  M.  Wrangel,who  had  begun 
his  approaches  at  Rain,  and  had  met  with  fome  reliftance, 
as  it  ufually  happens  in  the  firft  days,  when  one  has  to  do 
with  militia,  fent  to  delire  M.  de  T urenne  to  march  thi¬ 
ther  in  all  hafte,  who  thinking  that  the  citizens  of  Aus¬ 
burg  might,  perhaps,  protradt  the  Treaty,  wliile  one  of 
the  Armies  was  ingaged  in  the  Siege  of  Rain,  marched 
immediately  thither,  and  called  back  M.  de  Beauveau :  as 
the  Swedes  had  opened  theft  trench  three  or  four  days  be¬ 
fore, 
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An.  1646. fore,  he  opened  one  that  evening  he  came  there:  the 

. .  fecond  or  third  night,  being  very  near  a  baftion,  the  be- 

fieged  having  beat  the  chamade  on  his  fide  which  was  the 
fartheft  advanced,  the  garrifon  marched  out  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  near  two  thoufand  men,  who  had  fired  a  great  deal, 
but  had  made  a  very  poor  defence. 

During  the  fiege  of  Rain,  M.  Wrangel  difcourfed  fre¬ 
quently  with  M.  deTurenne  upon  the  queftion,  whofhould 
put  a  Governor  into  Ausburg :  he  declared  himfelf  content 
to  lhare  the  garrifon  j  but  added,  that  the  late  King  of 
Sweden  having  been  in  poffeffion  of  the  place,  the  Swedes 
feem’d  to  have  a  better  right  to  command  there  than  the 
French.  I  believe  the  apprehenfion  that  the  French,  when 
mailers  of  the  town,  would  appoint  fome  perfon  to  com¬ 
mand  in  it, was  one  of  the  chief  reafons  that  made  M.  Wran¬ 
gel  fo  preffing  with  Ad.  de  T urenne  to  come  to  Rain :  how¬ 
ever  there  was  no  iharp  conteil  betwixt  M.  de  Turenne 
and  M.  Wrangel  about  the  matter;  and  I  believe  we  ihould 
have  agreed  to  have  decided  by  lot  who  ihould  put  a  Go¬ 
vernor  into  the  town :  but  upon  the  furrender  of  Rain, 
wherein  the  Swedes  put  a  garrifon,  we  learnt,  that  Royer 
having  left  Memmingen,  had  got  into  Ausburg  with  twelve 
or  fifteen  hundred  men  :  however  we  marched  thither,  in 
order  to  fee  if  we  could  inveil  it  within  the  feven  or  eight 
days  that  it  muil  take  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies  to 
enter  Bavaria,  they  having  taken  their  rout  through  Thu¬ 
ringia  *  and  the  upper  Palatinate.  We  repaired  the  Lech, 
inverted  Ausburg,  and  opened  two  trenches  on  the  French 
fide,  and  one  on  that  of  the  Swedes.  We  found  that  the 
ditch  was  both  very  broad  and  very  deep,  and  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  paffing  it  were  fo  much  the  greater,  that  we 
wanted  all  things  neceffary,  as  often  happens  in  a  cam¬ 
paign  Army.  We  had  not  loll  above  five  or  fix  hundred 
men,  and  were  already  upon  the  brink  of  the  ditch,  when 
we  underilood  that  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies  were 
within  two  leagues  of  us.  We  had  daily  heard  what  marches 
they  made,  and  they  had  made  leis  haile  than  they  ought 
to  have  done.  We  reiblved  not  to  raife  the  fiege  but  in 
the  laft  extremity.  We  plainly  faw,  that  if  the  enemy’s 

*  Pufendorf  fays  through  Franconia  :  Thuringia  feems  to  be  a  great  way 
about  for  an  Army  that  was  in  hafte» 

Army 
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Army  advanced  to  the  river,  we  could  not  keep  the  polls  An. 

betwixt  the  river  and  the  town,  and  fo  the  place  would  be _ 

relieved  :  but  as  one  always  hopes  that  an  enemy  will  not 
do  every  thing  that  it  can  do,  we  determined  to  wait  till 
they  had  refolved  to  march  thither  before  we  rais’d  the 
fiege.  W e  burnt  a  great  many  villages,  in  order  to  hin¬ 
der  their  approach,  thro’  fear  of  wanting  forrage.  The 
fame  day  that  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies  arrived, 

M.  de  Turenne  and  M.  W rangel  palled  the  river  on  their 
fide  with  two  thoufand  horfe,  with  fome  infantry  behind 
them,  in  order  to  skirmifh  with  the  Imperialifts  in  the 
plain,  and  hinder  them  from  advancing  to  the  river.  In 
hopes  that  this  expedient  would  fucceed,  we  made  the 
regiment  of  Turenne  intrench  themfelves  on  the  other 
fide  the  river,  who  in  ten  hours  time  raifed  a  fort,  upon 
which  they  planted  fome  cannon.  The  enemy  repulfed 
fome  of  our  troops  that  were  in  the  wood  at  the  head  of 
the  fort,  yet  durft  not  attack  it;  but  night  coming  on, 
they  extended  themfelves  in  order  to  incamp  all  along  the 
river :  the  fpace  was  fo  narrow  betwixt  the  river  and  the 
town,  that  we  could  not  continue  there  but  in  a  trench; 
and  this  we  had  made  when  the  enemy  had  no  Army  near 
us :  but  when  the  enemy  arrived  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Lech,  we  could  flay  no  longer  there,  nor  even  defend  ei¬ 
ther  the  paflage  of  the  river  or  the  trench,  being  betwixt 
two  fires,  one  from  the  Army,  the  other  from  the  town. 

At  twilight,  we  drew  the  men  out  of  the  trench,  and 
brought  the  whole  Army  together  betwixt  the  Swedifh  and 
French  quarters.  We  drew  the  cannon  from  the  batte¬ 
ries,  and,  at  break  of  day,  having  fent  the  baggage  with 
the  wounded  and  with  the  heavy  cannon  into  a  plain  about 
a  league  from  Ausburg,  where  they  were  to  halt,  two 
hours  after  fun-riling,  we  began  to  march ;  the  enemy  at 
the  fame  time  entering  the  town  by  the  fide  towards  the 
river,  (which  was  fordable)  and  which  we  had  quitted :  no¬ 
thing  remarkable  happened.  When  we  had  retired  a 
league  from  the  town,  we  drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  and 
fired  two  cannon  fhot ,  to  fhew  that  we  were  refolved  to 
fight,  if  the  enemy  had  a  mind  to  advance.  This  ftrata- 
gem  is  of  more  ufe  for  encouraging  the  common  Soldi¬ 
ers,  than  men  of  better  underftanding,  who  well  know, 
that  when  an  Army,  with  a  great  many  cannon  and  much 
baggage,  dlflodges  from  before  a  town,  and  marches  over 

3  large 
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An.  1646.  large  plains,  it  may  be  attacked  with  advantage.  After 

■  ■  having  continued  the  whole  day  in  that  place,  we  marched 
and  incamped  two  leagues  from  Ausburg;  and  the  next 
day,  having  fent  away  the  baggage,  we  marched  within  a 
league  and  a  half  of  Lawingen,  where  we  refolved  to  in¬ 
camp,  in  order  to  fortify  the  place  :  and  indeed  the  French 
and  Swedes  undertook  each  to  make  four  ravelins  round 
the  town,  which  is  in  a  very  fine  fituation,  and  has  only 
walls  without  any  rampart,  but  has  a  bridge  upon  the  Da¬ 
nube.  Two  or  three  thoufimd  men  were  fent  thither  every 
day  to  work,  who,  in  twelve  or  fifteen  days  made  all  thofe 
ravelins  capable  of  defence ;  and  M.  de  Turenne  put  into 
the  place  M.  de  Grotius  with  eight  hundred  men  of  his 
Army. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies, 
commanded  by  the  Archduke,  were  between  Ausburg  and 
Landsberg,  whither  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  fent  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  horfes  to  remount  the  cavalry  •  fome  arms,  fhoes, 
and  clothes  for  the  infantry.  In  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember  the  two  Armies  advanced  towards  Memmingen, 
with  a  defign  to  draw  near  Ulm,  and  from  thence  to  get 
proviiions  by  the  means  of  the  towns  of  Hailbron,  Tu-- 
bingen,  and  Ausburg,  which  they  poffeffed  in  Swabia  and 
the  Country  of  Wirtenberg  ■  and  having  a  fuperior  force 
to  that  of  the  French  and  Swedes,  they  hoped  to  advance 
to  us  who  had  confirmed  all  our  forrage  about  Lawingen, 
and  to  make  us  retire  into  Franconia,  leaving  to  them  all 
the  quarters  of  Swabia,  Lawingen,  Rain,  Schorendorf, 
and  Nordlingen  fo  deferted,  that  in  winter  they  might 
make  themfelves  mailers  of  them  without  lieges.  Thus 
the  whole  campaign  would  have  been  rendered  fruidefs, 
it  being  now  the  beginning  of  winter,  which  is  the  deci- 
five  time  in  Germany,  becaufe  whoever  is  then  in  poffefi- 
fion  of  a  Country,  is  fecure  of  the  means  of  refrefhing 
and  recruiting  his  Army. 

M.  de  Turenne  and  M.  Wrangel  plainly  forefeeing,  that 
the  good  or  bad  fucceis  of  the  affairs  of  Germany  de¬ 
pended  upon  what  refolution  they  ihould  take,  refolved, 
though  the  Army  was  very  much  diminifhed  by  fatigue 
and  the  lofs  of  horfes,  the  want  of  arms  and  clothes  among 
the  foot,  and  notwithftanding  the  inow  and  bad  roads,  to 
march  to  the  enemy  near  Memmingen,  and  either  to  fight 
them,  or  when  in  light  of  them,  to  confider  what  other 
3  meafured 
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meafures  might  be  proper  to  take.  With  this  view,  we  An.  1646. 

left  the  neighbourhood  of  Lawingen,  contrary  to  the  opi- .  — 

nion  of  the  moft  part  of  the  Officers,  and  the  belief  of 
the  whole  Army,  who  imagined  that  we  would  return  into 
Swabia,  and  from  thence  into  Franconia.  We  made  a 
fmall  day’s  march  forwards,  and  the  next  day  advanced 
within  a  league  of  the  enemy,  who  continued  in  their 
poft.  As  they  had  great  defiles  and  moraffes  before  them, 
we  did  not  think  it  fit  to  attack  them,  but  marched  to¬ 
wards  Landsberg  and  Bavaria.  We  left  two  thoufand 
horfe  a  whole  day  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
conceal  our  march,  and  to  make  them  believe  that  was 
were  going  to  attack  them ,  and  thereby  prevent  them 
from  oppofing  our  paffage.  ’Tis  affirmed,  that  nothing 
ever  provoked  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  to  fuch  a  degree,  or 
excited  him  fb  much  to  make  peace,  as  to  fee  the  Army 
of  the  Confederates  in  the  beginning  of  winter  fend  par¬ 
ties  to  the  gates  of  Munick,  and  to  have  no  news  of  the 
Imperial  Army  or  his  own,  for  which  he  had  been  at  fo 
great  an  expence,  and  which  he  believed,  as  it  was  true, 
much  fuperiour  to  ours. 

We  marched  a  part  of  the  day  along  the  enemy’s  Ar¬ 
my,  and  having  fent  tire  baggage  towards  the  Lech,  we 
then  marched  in  great  hafte  very  near  to  Landsberg, 
where  we  found  the  enemy’s  bridge,  which  was  not 
broke.  We  made  fome  troops  with  all  fpeed  pafs  over 
it  j  and  having  learnt  that  there  were  but  a  hundred  horfe 
in  Landsberg,  which  is  a  very  forry  place,  and  that  all  the 
enemy’s  provilions  were  there,  it  was  fummoned  and  forced 
to  furrender :  without  lofs  of  time,  that  night  and  the  day 
following  the  whole  Army  palled  over  the  bridge,  which 
die  enemy  had  left ;  and  we  fent  three  thoufand  horfe  to 
the  gates  of  Munick,  where  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  was, 
who  no  longer  had  any  communication  with  his  Army. 

The  enemy  having  difcovered,  tho’  late  enough,  that  we 
were  marching  towards  the  Lech,  had  a  mind  to  follow  « 
but  they  heard,  that  we  had  palled  the  river,  and  that 
Landsberg  was  taken.  They  were  very  much  puzzled  what 
refolution  to  take  :  at  laft  they  advanced  towards  Ausburg, 
and  then,  for  want  of  provilions  and  forrage,  they  retired 
into  Bavaria,  and  the  French  and  Swedilh  Armies  {laid  a- 
btput  Landsberg  near  five  weeks. 
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An.  1646.  The  Duke  of  Bavaria  would  not  fee  the  Archduke,  who' 
■  marched  towards  Ratisbone  with  the  Imperial  Army,  and 
left  the  Bavarian  Army  in  their  own  Country.  The  E- 
letftor  exafperated,  refolved  then  to  made  peace,  and  to 
leave  the  whole  Empire  to  the  Confederates,  provided  he 
might  preferve  his  own  Dominions.  This  refolution,  to 
which  neceffity  had  reduced  him,  would  have  had  a  hap¬ 
py  iflue,  had  it  not  been  for  the  meafures  which  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Flanders  obliged  Cardinal  Mazarine  to  take,  and 
for  the  cabals  of  fome  Monks  under  the  influence  of  Rome, 
who  pretended,  that  the  ruin  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
would  be  the  ruin  of  the  Catholick  Religion  in  Germany  j 
which,  however,  was  only  afalfe  colour,  for  the  King  would 
have  maintain’d  the  Catholicks  in  Germany  juft  as  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  had  done ;  would  have  kept  the  Swedes 
from  making  any  alteration  in  the  conftitutions  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  and  would  have  granted  to  the  Proteftants  the  fame 
Liberties  they  enjoy’d  under  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

At  length  we  left  Landsberg,  and  returned  towards  Mem- 
mingen,  with  a  defign  to  fubiift  on  this  fide  of  the  Danube 
as  long  as  we  could,  that  the  Country  on  the  other  fide 
might  be  the  better  able  to  fupport  us  till  the  fpring.  In  the 
mean  time,  M.  d’Hocquincourt  took  the  caftle  of  Tubin¬ 
gen  byM.  deTurenne’s  order,  who  having  learnt  that  the 
enemy  had  fome  troops  near  Rain,  M.  Wrangel  and  he 
went  thither  with  five  or  fix  thoufand  horfe,  and  defeated 
feven  or  eight  hundred  of  the  enemy.  M.  Wrangel  ad¬ 
vanced  alfo  near  to  Lindaw,  but  did  not  think  proper  to 
befiege  it. 

At  this  time,  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  having  caufed  his 
propofal  of  coming  to  an  accommodation  with  the  confe¬ 
derate  Crowns  to  be  made  at  Munfter,  M.  de  Croiffi  came 
to  confer  with  M.  de  Turenne-  and  Ulm  having  been 
pitched  upon  for  the  negotiation,  M.  de  Baufchemberg, 
General  of  the  Artillery,  came  thither  on  the  part  of  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria,  and  M.  de  Traci  and  M.  de  Croiffi  on 
the  part  of  the  King.  The  Armies  continued  for  fome 
time  pretty  near  the  place  of  conference :  at  laft  it  was 
concluded,  that  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  fhould  deliver  up 
Haiibron  *  to  the  King,  and  Memmingen  to  the  Swedes, 

*  The  Vifcount’s  Hiftorian  has  thought  fit  here  to  follow  the  articles 
#f  the  treaty  of  Ulm,  quoted  jp  the  co.Usftion  pf  treaties  and  negotiations. 
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and  engage  entirely  to  forfake  the  Emperor’s  intereft,  not  An.  1646. 
to  aflift  him  with  his  Troops,  and  to  give  paflage  and———** 
provifions  to  thofe  of  the  King,  that  they  might  march 
into  the  hereditary  Countries. 

The  Emperor  had  now  only  four  or  five  thoufand  foot, 
and  five  or  fix  thoufand  horfe:  on  the  other  hand,  the 
French  and  Swedifh  Armies  being  recruited,  amounted  to 
thirteen  or  fourteen  thoufand  foot,  and  twenty  thoufand 
horfe.  It  being  the  middle  of  winter,  and  there  being  a 
great  diftance  from  Swabia  to  the  hereditary  Countries, 
we  could  not  make  ufe  of  this  advantage  till  the  fpring. 

The  peace  being  made  with  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  the  An.  1647. 
King’s  Troops  went  into  quarters  in  thofe  Countries, 
which,  of  the  conquefts  they  had  made  with  the  Swedes 
the  preceding  campaign,  fell  to  their  fhare.  As  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  Army  was  very  much  weakened  by  the  feparation  of 
that  of  Bavaria,  it  retired  into  the  hereditary  Countries, 
not  fo  much  for  refrefliment,  as  to  be  at  a  diftance  from 
the  Confederates. 

The  weaknefs  of  the  enemy  induced  the  Court  to  draw  the 
Army  out  of  Germany,  having  been  follicited  thereto  by  the 
partisans  of  Bavaria,  who  fuggefted,  that  the  continuation 
of  the  war  againft  the  Emperor  tended  to  the  entire  ruin 
of  the  Catholick  Religion;  that  the  Swedes  alone  would 
reap  advantage  by  the  fall  of  the  Empire;  that  the  King, 
by  withdrawing  his  Army,  would  leave  matters  in  that 
equal  ballance,  which  France  ought  to  defire ;  fo  that 
neither  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  nor  the  Swedes  would  be 
Mafters :  and  that  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  feeing  them  both 
weakened,  and  preferving  his  own  Army,  would  always 
make  the  ballance  incline  to  what  fide  France  fhould  de¬ 
fire.  The  need  the  King  had  of  troops  in  Flanders,  be- 
caufe  of  the  great  number  of  forces  that  had  been  fent 
under  the  Prince  into  Catalonia,  alfo  induced  him  to  take 
this  refolution.  M.  de  Turenne  on  the  other  hand,  had 
by  feveral  meftengers  remonftrated,  that  the  ruin  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  would  be  almoft  certain  by  the  reunion 
of  the  French  and  Swedifh  Armies,  and  by  the  feparation 
of  the  Bavarians  from  that  of  the  Emperor,  which  was 
thereby  almoft  reduced  to  nothing :  that  the  fear  France 
■was  in  of  making  the  Swedes  too  powerful,  might  be  ea- 
fily  removed,  by  the  divifion  that  might  be  made  of  the 
conquefts ;  that  France  poffeffing  one  part  of  Germany, 
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An.  1647.  and  preferving  the  friendfhip  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria, 

«-  —  would  make  herfelf  arbitrefs  of  affairs  in  Germany  •  that 

fhould  the  Army  march  out  of  it,  the  Duke  of  Bavaria 
would  be  left  mafter  there,  and  in  a  condition  to  turn  his 
forces  againft  the  Swedes  whenever  he  pleafed. 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  reafons,  M.  de  Turenne  had 
orders  to  march  into  Flanders  •  he  had  plainly  forefeen, 
that  the  German  cavalry  would  hardly  be  perfuaded  to  fol¬ 
low  him,  becaufe  there  was  five  or  fix  months  pay  due  to 
them.  This  he  had  reprefented  to  the  Court,  which  not 
being  in  a  condition  to  give  any  confiderable  fum,  pro- 
mifed  only  one  month’s  pay,  and  even  this,  becaufe  of  the 
difficulty  the  Merchants  made  of  accepting  the  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  was  not  ready  at  the  time  the  Army  was  to  march. 
In  order  to  remedy  this  evil,  M.  de  Turenne  fent  the  ca¬ 
valry  into  good  quarters,  divided  the  whole  Country  among 
them,  treated  them  in  the  beft  manner  he  could,  and 
marched  with  the  French  infantry  to  take  Hocft  and  Stan- 
heim,  and  other  fmall  places,  which  fecured  his  conquefts 
along  the  Rhine.  After  which  he  received  an  exprefs  or¬ 
der  to  march  without  lots  of  time  into  Flanders.  M.  de 
Turenne  thought  that  the  chief  Officers  of  the  German 
cavalry  had  reafon  to  be  farisfied,  he  having  made  M.  de 
Flextein  a  Major  General,  given  the  Government  of  Scho- 
rendorf  to  M.  de  Roufmaorns,  and  obtain’d  from  the  Court 
for  M.  Rofen,  who  had  lately  got  out  of  prifon,  thecom- 
rniffion  of  Lieutenant  General  of  the  horfe,  which  M. 
Doubatel  had.  The  rendezvous  of  the  Army  was  at  Phi- 
lipsburg,  where  it  paffed  the  Rhine  without  any  reludt- 
ance;  and  we  marched  betwixt  Strasbourg  and  Saverne, 
where  M.  Rofen ,  who  had  not  ftirred  from  home  fince 
his  getting  out  of  prifon,  came  to  M.  de  Turenne. 

The  repofe  that  the  cavalry  had  had  in  their  quarters, 
the  neighbourhood  of  M.  Rofen’s  houfe,  whither  the  Of¬ 
ficers  went  from  time  to  time,  and  the  diftance  M.deTu- 
renne  was  at,  who  could  not  have  an  eye  upon  them, 
made  a  great  many  Officers  ufe  abundance  of  arguments 
againft  marching  into  Flanders.  M.  Rofen  alfo  encourag¬ 
ed  them  in  this  cppofition,  not,  perhaps^  that  he  defired 
an  intire  mutiny,  but  that  the  great  relucftancy  the  Ger¬ 
mans  fhould  fhew  to  march  into  Flanders,  might  oblige 
the  Court  to  pay  what  was  due  to  them,  or  let  them  con¬ 
tinue  in  Germany.  The  next  day  after  M.  Rofen  arrived, 
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orders  were  given  to  all  the  regiments  to  pafs  the  moun-  An.  1 647. 

tain  of  Saverne ;  and  M.  de  T urenne  having  M.  Rofen  with  - - - 

him,  had  an  account  on  the  way  towards  Saverne,  that 
the  old  regiment  of  Rofen  refufed  to  march :  he  fent  to 
them  M.  Rofen,  of  whom  he  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion, 
and  then  he  went  himfelf  •  but  not  being  able  to  prevail 
with  them,  he  pafled  the  mountain  with  the  foot,  and 
fent  orders  for  all  the  horfe  to  march,  being  perfuaded, 
that  if  he  fhould  halt  for  the  mutiny  of  that  regiment, 
this  flop  would  give  occalion  to  the  reft  to  do  the  fame. 

None  of  the  German  horfe  pafled  but  the  regiment  of 
Turenne :  the  old  regiment  of  Rofen  having  prefently  ient 
to  the  other  German  regiments,  they  all  joined  it  in  two 
hours.  The  next  day,  the  chief  Officers  of  the  Army 
came  to  M.  de  Turenne  and  demanded  all  the  pay  that 
was  due.  He  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  them  to  have  any  money  before  the  opening 
of  the  campaign;  but  if  they  would  march,  he  promiled 
them  to  get  full  afliirance  from  the  Court  for  their  com- 
pleat  payment.  They  returned  with  this  anfwer.  The  day 
following,  he  fent  M.  Rofen  and  M.  de  Traci  to  reprefent 
to  them  the  prejudice  which  their  non-compliance  would 
occafion  to  the  King’s  affairs,  and  the  hindrance  it  might 
give  to  the  payment  of  what  was  due  to  them,  if  they 
fhould  let  the  campaign  pals  without  doing  any  fervice  to 
France. 

When  M.  Rofen  and  M.  de  Traci  came  to  the  cavalry, 
thofeof  the  Officers  who  had  been  the  moft  intimate  with 
M.  Rofen,  remonftrated  to  him,  that  the  affair  was  come  to 
that  pafs,  that  there  was  no  accommodation  to  be  hoped  ; 
and  that  if  he  did  not  refolve  to  put  himfelf  at  their  head, 
they  would  choofe  another,  and  fo  he  would  remain  a- 
mongft  the  French  without  being  in  any  confideration. 

M.  Rofen  determined  to  flay  with  them,  alledging,  that 
the  troops  kept  him  by  force;  but  Aide  Traci  returned 
toM.de Turenne;  who,  when  he  faw,  the  fame  night,  M. 

Rofen’s  baggage  go  to  join  the  mutinous  cavalry,  doubted 
no  longer  of  his  being  in  concert  with  the  Germans.  The 
next  day,  his  manner  of  acting,  in  fending  orders  over  all 
the  Country,  and  getting  himfelf  to  be  acknowledged  as 
General  by  the  troops,  very  plainly  difcovered  his  defign. 

He  fent  to  Strasbourg  for  boats,  which  the  Inhabitants 
granted  bim,  becaufe  he  had  threatened  to  burn  all  their 
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An.  1647.  villages  if  they  refufed  •  then  he  marched  in  order  to  repafs 

. . the  Rhine.  M.  de  Turenne  having  been  informed  of  his 

proceedings,  marched  nine  German  leagues  in  one  day, 
with  three  thou  fan  d  foot,  the  four  French' regiments  of 
horfe,  and  his  own  German  regiment,  and  came  up  with 
the  Mutineers  as  they  were  beginning  to  pafs  the  River. 
They  being  extremely  furprized  at  the  quicknefs  of  his 
march,  and  to  fee  him  fo  near  them,  deputed  fome  Offi¬ 
cers  to  him,  who  faid,  that  if  he  would  fuffer  the  horfe 
to  repafs  the  Rhine,  as  they  had  promifed  them,  that  then 
they  would  do  whatever  M.  de  Turenne  fhould  command 
them :  he  was  for  fome  time  in  fufpence,  whether  he  fhould 
charge  them,  or  fuffer  them  to  repafs  the  Rhine  •  they 
were  in  fuch  confufion,  that  there  was  no  danger  in  chuf- 
ing  the  firft ,  even  the  conduct  of  M.  Rofen,  whom  M. 
de  Turenne  had  always  treated  fo  kinkly,  deferved  a  juft 
refentment;  but  the  promife  which  the  cavalry  made  of 
returning  to  the  King’s  fervice,  and  M.  de  Turenne’s  a- 
verfenefs  from  taking  a  private  revenge,  made  him  confent 
to  fuffer  the  Mutineers  to  repafs  the  Rhine ;  after  which- 
they  divided  themfelves  into  feveral  cabals.  M.  Rofen 
having  no  longer  the  command  of  them,  a  part  of  the 
Officers  was  willing  to  return  to  the  King’s  fervice ;  but 
the  private  men  would  not  follow  them,  and  fearing  to  be 
puniihed,  chofe  fome  Troopers  to  command  them,  and 
no  more  obeyed  their  Officers. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  campaign  going  on  in  Flanders,  M. 
de  Turenne  fent  thither  the  four  regiments  of  French  horfe 
that  he  had  with  him,  and  went  accompanied  by  twelve 
or  fifteen  perfons,  to  the  place  where  the  Germans  were, 
imagining,  that  in  the  confufion  they  were  in,  no  body 
would  have  authority  enough  among  them  to  be  able,  to 
put  an  affront  upon  him.  He  croffed  the  bridge  of  Stras¬ 
bourg,  and  went  to  M.  Rofen’s  quarters,  where  four  regi¬ 
ments  of  horfe  were  lodged.  M.  Rofen  came  to  meet 
him  with  a  great  many  Officers,  who  were  very  much  em- 
baraffed  at  firft.  M.  de  Turenne  went  and  dined  with  him 
at  an  inn  at  the  end  qf  the  bridge  of  Strasbourg,  with 
a  defign  to  bring  him  to  this  fide  of  the  bridge,  and 
then  to  fieze  upon  him ;  but  the  great  number  of  Of¬ 
ficers  who  were  with  M.  Rofen,  having  prevented  M.  de 
Turenne  from  putting  his  defign  in  execution,  he  refolved 
to  go  and  lodge  at  M.  Rofen’s  quarters,  and  to  wait  a  more 
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favourable  opportunhy.  The  regiments  that  were  at  M.  An.  1647. 
Rofen’s  quarters,  hearing  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  coming,———* 
mounted  their  horfes,  and  retired  in  great  confufion ,  but 
being  affined,  that  M.  de  Turenne  was  to  lodge  in  their 
quarters  without  any  troops  with  him,  they  came  back  to¬ 
wards  the  evening.  M.  de  Turenne  lupped  at  M.  Rofen’s, 
with  a  great  many  Officers  •  and  amidft  wine  and  good 
cheer,  every  thing  leemed  to  be  forgot.  Although  the 
Troopers  were  in  the  fame  quarters  with  the  Officers,  they 
neverthelefs  had  'Deputies  (lb  they  called  them)  chofen 
from  among  themfelves  to  command  them,  and  the  Of¬ 
ficers  had  no  longer  any  fhare  in  the  refolutions  they  took. 

About  midnight  M.  de  Turenne  was  informed,  that  the 
Troopers  were  for  marching  towards  the  Marquifate  of 
Baden,  in  order  to  be  farther  from  the  bridge  of  Stras¬ 
bourg.  Being  refolved  to  go  along  with  them,  he  marched 
with  all  the  Officers  at  the  head  of  the  iquadrons,  and 
fent  the  Quar ter- Mafters  with  the  guard  to  the  place  where 
they  were  to  lodge,  there  not  being  any  Officer  that  had 
authority  over  them,  which,  to  any  man  who  did  not 
know  the  bottom  of  it,  would  have  feemed  a  mere  con¬ 
trivance  to  conceal  fome  intention  different  from  what 
appeared. 

We  marched  two  days  in  this  manner ;  and  the  third, 
as  they  then  intended  to  Hop, all  the  troops,  at  nine  a  clock 
in  the  morning,  appeared  at  the  head-quarters,  from  whence 
they  fent  Deputies  to  M.  de  Turenne,  to  demand  what 
was  due  to  them.  He  mounted  on  horfe-back,  went  to 
them,  and  at  the  head  of  the  fquadrons  told  them,  that  to 
demand  ready  money,  was  to  demand  what  was  impoffi- 
ble,  but  that  by  repaffing  the  Rhine,  they  would  go  and 
meet  their  payment.  They  asked  M.  de  Turenne  whether 
he  would  engage  his  word  for  it;  he  having  no  mind  to 
oblige  himfelf  to  any  thing  but  what  he  could  perform, 
would  promiie  nothing  more  than  the  month’s  pay  that 
was  ready,  and  to  do  his  belt  to  procure  them  payment  of 
the  reft.  After  this  anfwer,  they  made  as  if  they  would 
have  feized  M.  de  Turenne’s  perfon;  but  he  plainly  feeing 
that  there  was  no  likelihood  of  that,  remained  with  them, 
and  ordered  them  to  return  to  their  quarters,  from  whence 
they  had  come  in  the  morning.  M.  Rofen,  who  was  al¬ 
ways  with  M.  Turenne,  was  daily  lofing  his  credit  with  all 
the  chief  Officers  of  this  corps:  as  they  did  not  apply 
E  3  themfelves 
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An.  1647  themfelves  any  more  to  him  for  orders,  he  was  very  much 

. . —  difpleafed  with  them,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  M.  de 

Turenne  to  retire  to  Stolhoffen,  reprefenting  to  him  the 
danger  he  was  in,  and  that  he  might  from  thence  fend  his 
orders  with  the  fame  authority  as  when  prefent.  M.  de 
Turenne  would  not  leave  the  troops,  and  always  lodged 
at  M.  Rofen’s  quarters,  having  no  equipage,  and  only  four 
perfons  with  him,  in  order  to  remove  all  fufpicion.  Be- 
fides,  M.  Rofen’s  credit  was  not  fo  great,  but  that  it  might 
be  eafily  feen  that  the  troops  would  not  protect  him,  tho’ 
he  fhould  be  put  under  arreft. 

We  arrived  within  eight  leagues  of  Philipsburg,  at  a 
little  town  called  Etlingen,  which  was  guarded  by  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  the  Mutineers  foot.  M.  de  Turenne  caufed  a 
hundred  Musketeers  to  come  in  the  night  from  Philipsburg, 
ordered  them  to  be  by  break  of  day  at  the  opening  of  foe 
gate,  whither  he  went  himfelf,  no  body  being  up  in  the 
quarter,  left  fifty  of  them  at  foe  gate,  commanded  the  guard 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  fent  the  other  fifty  to  M.  Rofen’s. 
After  they  had  made  him  get  up,  he  ordered  him  to  be  car¬ 
ried  ftreight  to  Philipsburg,  caufing  him  to  be  put  into  a 
boat  upon  foe  Rhine  about  two  leagues  from  the  quarters.  At 
the  fame  time  he  fent  for  all  the  Officers  who  commanded 
the  regiments  of  horfe,  acquainted  them  that  he  had  put 
M.  Rolen  under  arreft,  and  ordered  them  to  acknowledge 
him  no  more.  The  Officers  all  paid  M.  de  Turenne  an 
entire  obedience,  and  promifed  to  do  whatever  he  foould 
command  them.  Neverthelefs  the  mutiny  continued  a- 
mong  the  private  men ;  but  after  the  feizing  of  M.  Rofen, 
there  was  no  body  left  to  command  them:  all  foe  Officers, 
even  to  the  Corporals,  remained  with  M.  de  Turenne j 
nay,  two  regiments  returned  to  their  duty,  and  would  not 
follow  foe  reft,  who  marched  towards  Franconia,  having 
chofen  fome  Commanders  from  among  themfelves. 

M.  de  Turenne,  with  all  foe  Officers  and  fome  fqua- 
drcns,  followed  them  j  and  after  two  days  march,  he  over¬ 
took  them  in  the  valley  of  Tauber.  As  it  was  a  clofe 
Country,  he  was  not  afraid  to  draw  near  them,  although 
foey  were  much  fuperior  in  number  j  they  imagining  that 
he  durft  not  attack  them,  began  to  file  off  in  order  to  gain 
a  hill.  M.  de  Turenne  having  obferved  them,  attacked 
their  rear-guard  :  foe  reft,  who  were  engaged  in  the  pals, 
would  fain  have  turned  back,  but  they  were  put  into  fo 

•  "  -  great 
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great  confufion,  that  we  routed  them  entirely.  M.  de  An.  1647. 
Turenne  had  like  to  have  been  taken  in  the  firft  attack  ’ 

he  made  with  fifteen  or  twenty  horfe :  we  killed  two  or 
three  hundred  men,  and  took  as  many  prifoners.  Thofe 
that  had  got  beyond  the  pals  made  the  beft  of  their  way 
to  the  Main,  and  except  four  regiments,  joined  the  Swedes 
fome  time  after. 

As  the  campaign  was  not  ended  in  Flanders,  whither 
M.  de  Turenne  had  fent  the  horfe  he  had  with  him  after 
the  mutiny  of  the  Germans ;  he  with  thefe  broken  cavalry 
made  up  again  all  the  regiments,  except  two,  placed 
Officers  in  all  the  troops,  and  put  under  their  command 
the  Troopers  that  had  been  taken,  or  that  had  come  and 
furrendered  themfelves  after  the  engagement  with  the  Mu-> 
tineers.  Then  he  marched  into  the  Dutchy  of  Luxemburg 
with  his  infantry  and  thofe  re-eftablifhed  regiments  of 
horfe  ;  but  he  received  orders  from  Court  to  go  no  far¬ 
ther,  and  only  to  make  a  diverfion,  by  taking  fome  forry 
caftles :  this  he  did,  and  obliged  M.  Bee,  with  a  body  of 
four  or  five  thoufand  men,  to  feparate  from  the  Flanders 
Army. 

Winter  approaching,  and  depriving  both  Armies  of  all 
means  of  undertaking  any  thing  in  that  Dutchy,  M.  de 
Turenne  had  an  account,  that  the  ftateof  affairs  was  much 
altered  in  Germany,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  feeing 
the  Emperor  put  to  ftraits  by  the  Swedes,  had  broke  the 
Treaty  with  the  two  Crowns,  fent  his  Army  to  join  that 
of  the  Emperor ,  driven  the  Swedes  into  the  Country  of 
Brunfwick,  and  recovered  a  great  extent  of  Country  that 
had  been  conquered  when  the  Armies  of  France  and  Swe¬ 
den  joined  the  year  before.  This  news  obliged  the  Court 
to  fend  him  orders  to  return  into  Germany.  Having  heard 
upon  his  march,  that  the  garrifon  of  Frankendal  was  be- 
fieging  Worms,  he  fent  a  body  of  horfe  that  made  them 
raife  the  fiege,  and  marched  towards  Mentz,  and  on  his 
march  took  the  caftle  of  Falkftein :  he  caufed  a  bridge  to 
be  made  upon  the  Rhine  near  Oppenheim,  and  ffaid  in 
the  Country  of  Darmftat  till  the  month  of  January  was 
near  fpent,  m  expectation  that  the  Swedes  would  be  in 
a  condition  to  march ;  but  they  wanting  fome  time  for 
compleating  and  remounting  their  horfe,  M.  de  Turenne 
was  obliged  to  retire  towards  Strasburg. 
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Having  bad  leave  to  go  to  Court,  and  having  appointed 
quarters  for  the  Army  in  Lorrain,  he  was  juft  letting  out 
for  France,  when  the  Landgravels  of  Heffe  fent  to  him  a 
Gentleman,  who  had  orders  to  tell  him,  that  the  Swedifli 
Army  was  in  a  condition  to  march,  provided  that  of  the 
King  would  repafs  the  Rhine  in  order  to  rejoin  it.  It  was 
a  great  hardfhip  to  be  obliged  to  march  eight  days  thro’ 
the  Country  from  whence  he  was  come,  and  which  was 
intirely  ruined,  with  an  Army  very  much  haraffed ,  that 
was  expedting  to  have  quarters  in  order  to  be  refrefhed : 
however  M.deTurenne  took  the  affair  to  be  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance,  that  irtftead  of  going  to  Court,  he  only  fent  M. 
de  Vautorte  thither,  with  advice  that  he  was  going  to  re¬ 
pafs  the  Rhine,  and  to  defire  affiftance.  He  allowed  ten 
days  for  repairing  the  artillery,  fent  into  Switzerland  for 
horfes,  in  the  month  of  February  returned  to  Mentz , 
where  he  repaired  the  Rhine,  and  marched  into  Franco¬ 
nia  to  join  the  Swedes,  although  he  was  eight  days  during 
this  march,  fcarce  finding  in  bis  way  ftraw  for  the  horfes. 
As  for  the  infantry,  becaufe  the  winter  was  very  fevere, 
he  ordered  clokes  to  be  made  for  them.  When  he  was 
got  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  he  found  his  ftrength 
confifted  of  four  thoufand  foot,  four  thoufand  horfe,  and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  with  twelve  or  fifteen  conquer’d 
towns  in  very  good  condition. 

Some  time  before  his  palling  the  Rhine,  M.  deTurenne 
wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  acquainting  him,  that  lince 
he  had  declared  againft  the  Swedes,  the  King  was  refolved 
to  break  the  treaty  that  had  been  made  with  him.  M.de 
Turenne  knew  very  well  the  defign  of  the  Court  was,  that 
he  fhould  do  all  he  could  againft  the  Emperor;  but  he  had 
no  pofitive  orders  to  declare  war  againft  the  Duke  of  Ba¬ 
varia.  As  the  report  was  fpread  over  all  Germany,  that 
there  was  ftill  a  good  underftanding  between  France  and 
Bavaria,  he  thought  that  an  open  declaration  would  in¬ 
courage  the  Swedes,  and  all  the  German  Princes  in  alli¬ 
ance  with  France ;  and  this  ftepwas  approved  of  at  Court. 

The  King’s  Army,  after  it  had  paired  the  Rhine,  leav¬ 
ing  the  river  of  Main  on  the  right,  marched  and  joined 
the  Swedes  betwixt  Heffe  and  Franconia.  After  this 
junction ,  a  body  of  Heffians  that  had  come  with  the 
Swedes,  returned  into  the  Country  of  Heffe,  and  the  two 
Armies  palled  the  Main.  Thofe  of  the  Emperor  and  Ba- 
4  varia. 
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varia,  that  had  been  weakened  by  (mill  Sieges  in  Hefle,  An.  1648. 
after  having  driven  back  the  Swedes,  retired  in  great  hafte  — 

towards  the  Danube,  repafled  that  river,  and  put  them- 
felves  under  the  fhelter  of  Ingolftat,  a  town  belonging  to 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria.  The  French  and  Swedifh  Armies 
halted  upon  the  fide  of  the  Danube,  where  we  remained 
fome  days  undetermined  whither  to  go.  M.  Wrangel,  who 
commanded  the  Swedifh  Army,  had  a  mind  to  march  in¬ 
to  the  Upper  Palatinate:  but  as  M.  deTurenne  was  afraid, 
that  the  progrefs  of  the  war  might  infenlibly  lead  him 
towards  Bohemia,  by  which  means  he  fhould  be  too  far 
from  Swabia,  which  was  the  only  place  from  whence  ne- 
ceflaries  for  the  Army  could  be  got,  was  unwilling  to  go 
thither.  We  were  fome  days  treating  upon  this  matter, 
and  at  length  parted,  becaufe  we  could  not  agree.  The 
Swedes  marched  to  the  borders  of  the  Upper  Palatinate, 
and  M.  de  Turenne,  with  the  King’s  Army,  marched  be¬ 
twixt  Franconia  and  the  Bifhoprick  of  Bamberg,  well 
knowing,  that  the  Swedes  would  not  go  alone  into  Bohe¬ 
mia,  and  keeping  pretty  near  them,  that  he  might  be  able 
to  rejoin  them  when  they  fhould  alter  their  minds.  The 
mutinous  Troopers,  whom,  I  have  faid,  we  attacked  near 
the  Tauber,  and  who  were  with  the  Swedes,  were  like- 
wife  another  reafon  for  M.  de  Turenne  not  to  go  far 
from  Swabia.  There  were  at  leaft  four  hundred  of  them 
that  had  put  themfelves  again  into  the  King’s  Army,  and 
the  Swedes  fearing  to  lofe  the  reft,  had  a  mind  to  draw 
the  French  Army  into  a  war  far  from  the  Rhine  and  the 
Danube,  that  they  might  thereby  difguft  the  reft  of  the 
Germans,  who  would  then  del'pair  of  the  money  that 
might  be  coming  to  them  from  France,  and  of  the  quar¬ 
ters  which  M.  de  Turenne  had  promiled  them  in  Swabia. 

The  mutinous  regiments  that  were  in  the  Swedifh  Army, 
every  day  occafioned  fome  little  difturbance  between  the 
Officers  of  the  Armies;  but  nothing  of  it  appeared  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  Generals,  who  daily  vifited  one  another. 

To  write  minutely  all  that  paffed  relating  to  this  affair 
would  be  too  tedious. 

The  Swedes  feeing  that  the  King’s  Army  ftaid  upon  the 
frontiers  of  the  Bifhoprick  of  Bamberg,  and  not  thinking 
jt  proper  to  continue  longer  feparated  from  them,  joined 
them  near  Rottemburg  upon  the  Tauber,  and  they  marched 
together  in  order  to  refrefh  themfelves  on  the  borders  of 

Wirtem- 
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An.  1648.  Wirtemberg.  Having  ftaid  there  about  three  weeks,  and 

- - —  underftanding  that  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies  were 

about  Ulm,  we  marched  thither.  As  we  came  near  the 
Danube,  the  enemies  Armies,  who  were  on  the  other  fide, 
paded  a  bridge  near  Ulm,  where  there  was  fome  skir- 
milhing  j  and  the  next  day  they  continued  their  rout , 
marching  betwixt  Lawingen  and  Ausburg,  and  incamped 
about  three  leagues  from  Lawingen,  a  place  which  the 
King  was  polfelfed  of  upon  the  Danube. 

The  French  and  Swedifh  Armies  marched  ftreight-to 
Lawingen,  where  M.  de  Turenne,  M.  Wrangel,  and  M. 
Koningfmark  left  the  Army,  which  incamped  about  a  league 
from  Lawingen,  took  three  thoufand  horfe  with  them, 
and  palled  the  bridge  in  order  to  reconnoitre.  When  we 
had  eroded  the  Morafs  beyond  Lawingen,  which  con¬ 
tinues  a  full  league,  and  where  there  is  no  marching 
but  in  file,  we  halted,  and  fent  a  party  to  obferve  what 
the  enemy  were  doing  :  after  it  had  been  gone  about 
two  hours,  it  returned,  and  gave  an  account,  that  the 
enemy  were  incamped  about  a  league  and  a  half  from  thence, 
and  not  in  the  lead:  alarmed ,  that  all  their  horfes  were  at 
pafture,  and  that  it  had  met  with  no  party  that  had  dip 
covered  the  three  thoufand  horfe,  or  could  fee  that  the 
confederate  Armies  were  arrived  near  Lawingen.  We 
confidered  for  fome  time,  whether  with  thefe  three  thou¬ 
fand  horfe,  we  Ihould  attack  the  grand  guard,  or  fall  upon 
their  horfes  that  were  feeding ;  but  it  was  refolved  to  fray 
that  night  in  a  covert  with  the  three  thoufand  horfe  j  and 
to  fend  Adjutants,  with  orders  for  the  Armies  to  march 
the  whole  night,  leaving  their  baggage  in  the  quarters, 
and  at  break  of  day,  to  be  at  the  place  where  wc  were 
waiting  for  them.  This  fucceeded  to  our  expectation, 
and  about  two  hours  after  day-break,  the  Armies  being 
arrived,  and  that  of  tire  King  having  the  van-guard,  we 
marched  ftreight  to  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  fent  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  a  thoufand  horfe  to  draw  them  to  a  battle.  As 
we  came  near  their  camp,  we  faw  it  was  on  fire,  and  that 
there  were  about  thirty  fquadrons  halting,  and  fome  baggage 
filing  off  through  a  wood.  While  we  were  advancing 
briskly,  fome  of  thofc  fquadrons  drew  near  the  wood,  and 
the  thoufand  detached  horfe  began  to  skirmifh  with  them 
but  as  there  were  fome  foot  in  the  wood,  and  as  the  enemy’s 
fquadrons  wheeled  about  very  opportunely,  they  gave  them- 

feLves 
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felves  little  trouble  about  the  detachment,  which  was  very  An.  164.8. 

often  beat  back.  Turenne’s  regiment  of  horfe  advancing - - 

to  fuftain  the  detachment,  charged  the  enemy’s  foot  on 
the  edge  of  the  wood  4  and  having  killed  fome  of  them, 
their  horfe  fell  into  confufion.  This  was  the  rear  guard 
of  Montecuculi,  who  commanded  a  wing  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  Army.  No  man  could  behave  better  than  he  did  in 
this  retreat :  but  as  the  horfe  of  the  French  and  Swedifh 
Armies  came  up  on  all  fides,  it  was  impoflible  but  that 
they  muft  put  into  confufion  that  rear-guard,  which  was 
driven  thro’  the  wood.  Melander,  General  of  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  Army,  led  into  a  plain  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
wood,  two  thoufand  Musketeers,  fome  horfe  and  cannon, 
in  order  to  fuftain  that  rear-guard,  and  for  fome  time  he 
put  a  flop  to  our  horfe :  at  laft  Melander  was  killed,  and 
his  cavalry  beat  back  into  another  wood  beyond  the  plain. 

His  foot  were  on  the  edge  of  this  wood ;  but  the  Swedes 
with  their  horfe  taking  the  road  to  the  left,  got  into  the 
middle  of  the  wood,  and  cut  off  their  retreat  that  way, 
they  then  would  have  retired  by  the  plain,  but  the  horfe 
of  the  King’s  Army  met  them  there :  fo  that  in  the  plain 
and  in  the  wood  the  enemy  loft  this  body  of  infantry, 
with  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  many  colours,  and  a 
part  of  their  baggage.  We  purfued  them  an  hour  and  a 
half  after  Melander  was  killed-  and  after  their  horfe  had 
again  got  themfelves  a  little  into  order,  for  the  main  body 
of  their  infantry  was  above  four  leagues  behind  4  we  faw 
on  the  other  fide  of  a  very  deep  rivulet  fix  or  feven  fqua- 
drons  of  the  enemy  that  halted  4  we  found  no  other  paft- 
fage  but  what  they  were  guarding,  which  was  very  nar¬ 
row.  When  we  had  halted,  we  faw  three  battalions  of 
foot  coming  to  intrench  themfelves  there ;  and  upon  the 
rifing  grounds,  a  great  way  from  thence,  we  faw  fome 
troops  and  baggage  quite  in  diforder.  W  e  waited  for  the 
cannon,  in  order  to  diflodge  the  enemy’s  horfe  and  foot 
that  were  intrenching  themfelves:  but  though  we  fired 
fifteen  or  twenty  pieces  of  cannon  againft  thofe  foot  and 
horfe,  and  killed  above  half  of  them  upon  the  fpot,  yet 
the  enemy  did  not  leave  the  paflage.  The  fquadrons  on¬ 
ly  fhifted  their  ground,  and  we  faw  a  fquadron  of  fix  fcore 
or  a  hundred  and  fifty  horfe  reduced  to  fifty  or  fixty,  with¬ 
out  moving. 
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An.  1648.  M,  deTurenne’s  regiment  of  foot  endeavoured  to  make 

— — - themfelves  mailers  of  the  paflage,  but  they  loft  there  a 

hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  were  obliged  'to  retire,  with¬ 
out  carrying  it.  It  was  Duke  Ulrick  of  Wirtemberg  that 
commanded  thofe  horfe  as  Major  General,  and  who  in¬ 
deed  laved  the  reft  of  the  Imperial  and  Bavarian  Armies. 
We  grew  tired  with  firing  againft  him  with  fo  many  can¬ 
non,  which  were  within  a  fmall  musket-fhot  of  him.  The 
enemy’s  troops  that  had  been  a  little  ftaggered  at  firft,  re¬ 
covered  their  courage  afterwards,  and  loft  above  the  half 
of  their  men  by  cannon-fhot,  without  fhewing  the  leaft 
fear.  In  the  mean  time  we  faw  the  enemy’s  Army  endea¬ 
vouring  to  rally  upon  a  rifing  ground  about  half  a  league 
from  the  paflage ,  and  fending  fome  men  to  relieve  the 
troops  that  had  been  fo  ill  treated  by  the  cannon :  but  there 
came  only  one  part  of  them,  the  reft  being  difperfed  and 
put  to  flight  by  the  cannon- fnot  we  fired  upon  them  when 
we  faw  them  coming  in  a  body.  As  we  had  purfued  the 
enemy  above  four  leagues,  and  with  great  fpeed,  our  infan¬ 
try  could  not  come  up  to  us  till  a  little  before  night,  and 
fo  could  not  be  made  ufe  of  to  force  the  paflage.  As 
foon  as  it  began  to  grow  dark,  the  enemy  retired  with  the 
remains  of  their  Army  under  Ausburg,  which  was  but 
about  two  leagues  from  thence,  and  there  palled  the 
Lech. 

We  halted  all  the  next  day,  and  then  marched  to  the 
bridge  of  Rain,  a  town  upon  the  Lech,  poflefled  by  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria,  about  five  leagues  below  Ausburg.  The 
enemy  let  fire  to  the  bridge,  and  remained  with  their  Ar¬ 
my  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  in  the  fame  place  where 
Tilly  had  endeavour’d  to  defend  the  paflage  againft  the 
King  of  Sweden  •  and  we  advanced  our  cannon,  and 
polled  Musketeers  in  the  fame  Ipot  where  Guftavus  had 
placed  his.  After  a  skirmilh  which  lafted  from  noon  to 
night,  the  enemy  retired  from  their  polls  without  noife, 
and  marched  with  all  their  Army  towards  Munich.  Next 
morning  the  Swedifh  cavalry  and  the  King’s  under  M.  de 
Duras,  to  the  number  of  a  thoufand  horfe  crofled  the 
river,  but  with  great  difficulty  becaufe  of  the  badnefs  of 
the  ford  :  this  detachment  purfued  the  enemy  two  or  three 
leagues,  and  took  fome  of  their  rear  guard  priloners.  The 
Army  pafled  at  the  bridge  of  Rain  (which  we  repaired) 
and  marched  towards  Neubourg,  leaving  two.  thoufand 

men 
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men  under  M.  de  Laval,  a  Major  General  ia  the  King’s  An.  1 648. 

Army,  to  defend  the  bridge.  At  night  we  encamped  at  — - - 

Neubourg,  and  marched  next  morning  towards  Frifin- 
gen,  which  is  on  the  river  Ifer.  The  enemy  was  on  the 
other  fide,  having  abandon’d  the  town  of  Frifingen, 
winch  is  on  this  fide.  We  lodged  there,  and  attempted 
in  feveral  places  to  pafs  the  Ifer.  The  enemy  retired  be¬ 
yond  the  river  Inn,  after  having  fent  a  good  number  of 
their  infantry  into  Munick,  WaiTembourg,  and  Ingolftat. 

M.  de  Bavaria  at  that  time  quitted  Munich,  retired  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  river  Inn,  and  in  a  very  advanced 
age  and  with  few  attendants  went  into  the  Archbifhoprick 
of  Saltzbourg ,  where  he  was  fcarce  arrived,  when  he 
thought  of  going  into  Tirol.  The  confederate  Armies 
paired  the  Ifer,  and  marched  to  the  Banks  of  the  Inn, 
where  they  could  not  attack  WaiTembourg,  becaufeofthe 
great  number  of  infantry  which  defended  it.  We  then 
marched  lower  down  along  the  fame  river  to  Muldorf, 
where  we  did  all  that  was  polfible  to  pafs  the  river :  but 
as  it  is  a  good  deal  broader  and  deeper  than  the  Lech  or 
the  Ifer,  and  as  we  had  no  boats,  we  could  never  fix  piles 
in  the  water,  though  we  fhould  have  found  but  fmall 
refiftance  on  the  other  fide  from  the  enemy,  who  were 
not  above  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thoufand  at  molt. 

The  French  and  S'wedifh  Armies  had  never  penetrated 
fo  far,  and  it  would  have  been  of  very  great  confequence 
to  have  palled  the  river  Inn,  becaufe  of  the  Country  of 
Obernperg,  which  is  very  near  it,  and  is  a  part  of  the 
Emperor’s  hereditary  dominions,  which  we  fhould  cer¬ 
tainly  have  brought  to  revolt.  We  ftaid  fifteen  days  at 
Muldorf,  during  which  time,  and  fince  Melander’s  death, 
the  Emperor  had  been  railing  a  great  number  of  recruits, 
and  M.  de  Bavaria  had  fent  a  good  many  horfes  to  PalTaw, 
to  remount  the  cavalry,  where  M.  de  Picolomini,  who  was 
fent  to  command  the  Armies,  afiembled  them ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  made  up  a  very  confiderable  body,  which  confifted  at 
leaf:  of  nine  or  ten  thoufand  foot,  and  fifteen  thoufand 
horfe,  with  a  great  many  cannon,  he  crofted  the  Danube 
at  PalTaw,  and  the  oppofite  Armies  were  within  five  or  fix 
leagues  of  one  another. 

We  did  not  think  it  proper  to  wait  for  the  enemy  upon 
the  Inn,  but  rather  upon  the  Ifer,  where  we  had  the  con- 
veiyency  of  Mills  j  therefore  we  marched  to  DingeJlin^, 

which 
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An.  1648. which  is  on  the  Ifer,  and  there  we  encamped.  The  ene- 

■  my  came  to  Lindaw,  which  is  on  the  fame  river,  and  a 

league  and  a  half  from  Dingelfing.  The  French  and  Swe- 
dilh  Armies  began  to  entrench  themfelves,  and  the  latter 
made  two  bridges  over  the  Ifer  with  piles,  which  were  fi- 
niihed  in  four  or  five  days  time.  The  Officers  of  the  Ar¬ 
tillery  of  the  King’s  Army  took  example  of  them,  and 
drove  down  piles  too ;  fo  that  here  were  three  bridges 
made  without  having  any  boats,  and  that  too  upon  a  river 
which  was  very  deep,  and  of  a  confiderable  breadth.  The 
corn  being  ripe,  the  infantry  fell  to  threffiing  it,  while 
the  cavalry  went  a  forraging ;  fo  that  there  was  no  want 
among  the  troops.  We  remained  four  weeks  in  the  camp, 
the  enemy  being  very  near,  and  the  guards  in  fight  of 
each  other  all  the  while ;  fo  that  there  were  frequent  ac¬ 
tions  on  occafion  of  the  convoys  of  the  forrage,  and  by 
the  excursions  of  parties*. 

Mean  while,  the  enemy’s  Army  wafted  away  much  more 
than  ours.  At  their  firft  arrival  in  this  camp,  they  were  far 
fuperior  to  us ;  but  in  four  weeks  time  they  had  loft  a 
world  of  men.  M.  Konigfmark,  with  fome  troops  which 
he  took  along  with  him  two  days  after  Melander’s  defeat, 
having  poflefled  himfelf  of  Prague,  the  Imperialifts  fent 
thither  a  few  troops ;  but  the  taking  of  that  city  ftruck  a 
great  damp  upon  their  fpirits,  and  quell’d  their  courage 
exceedingly.  W e  continued  in  Bavaria  till  fuch  time  as 
the  bad  weather,  ufual  in  the  latter  part  of  autumn,  obliged 
the  Army  to  retire.  During  our  continuance  there,  an 
accident  befel  the  Swedes  by  M.  Wrangel’s  going  out 
upon  a  chace  near  Munich  ;  they  loft  fome  Standards, 
feven  or  eight  hundred  horfes,  and  a  great  many  Offi¬ 
cers. 

After  the  Armies  had  quitted  Bavaria,  they  repaired  the 
Lech,  not  far  from  Landsberg,  crolfed  the  Danube  at  Do- 
nawert,  and  march’d  to  Ailchftet,  verging  towards  the 
Upper  Palatinate.  During  this  irruption  into  Bavaria, 
though  there  was  much  territory  conquer’d,  and  vaft 
variety  of  different  interefts  depending,  yet  there  was  no- 

*  The  particular  account  of  this  irruption  into  Bavaria  infertrd  into  the 
Vifcount’s  Hiftnry,  was  taken  from  a  manufeript  Narrative  written  by  an 
Officer  who  was  in  the  fervice  all  that  Campaign.  It  was  found  among 
the  Vifcount’s  Papers. 


thing 
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thing  that  caufed  theleaft  heart-burning  or  uneafinefs.  The  An.  1648. 
infantry  was  always  in  the  centre,  and  the  cavalry  of  each  .. . 

Army  rolled  from  one  wing  to  the  other.  The  General 
Officers  of  both  Armies  commanded  detachments  in  their 
turn,  which  prevented  all  difputes.  This  campaign  hav¬ 
ing  very  much  diftrefled  the  Emperor  and  M.  de  Baviere, 
they  were  impatient  for  a  Peace,  which  was  foon  con¬ 
cluded  at  Munfter.  Then  M.  de  Turenne  retired  with 
the  Army  to  Swabia,  and  the  Swedes  marched  into  the 
Country  of  Nuremberg. 


End  of  the  First  Book. 
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V ifcount  de  Turenne. 


BOOK  the  SECOND. 

Of  the  Wars  in  FRANCE. 

An.  1649.  ^  FTER  the  conclufion  of  the  Peace  of  Weffc- 

~  l\  phalia,  the  King’s  Army  retir’d  into  their  quar- 

f  \  ters  in  Swabia  and  Wirtemberg,  and  M.  de 
Turenne  remained  there  during  the  winter.  In 
this  interval,  the  troubles  of  France  grew  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  the  Queen  convey’d  the  King  from  Paris,  and  the 
Royal  Army  took  tip  its  quarters  all  round  the  city,  with 
defign  to  ftarve  it.  The  Prince  of  Conti,  M.  de  Lon- 
gueville,  M.  d’Elbeuf,  M.  de  Bouillon,  and  a  great  many 
perfons  of  quality  remained  in  that  capital,  verily  believing 
that  in  a  minority  a  thing  of  fo  high  a  nature  would  never 
be  attempted,  without  the  participation  of  the  Princes  of 
the  blood  and  the  great  men  of  the  Kingdom.  An  Ex- 
prefs  was  foon  difpatch’d  from  the  Court  to  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  to  know  his  fentiments,  who  did  not  at  all  difguife 
them.  He  even  fent  word  to  Cardinal  Mazarin  not 
to  rely  in  the  lead:  upon  his  friendfhip,  if  he  went  on  to 
adt  in  that  manner :  that  though  he  Ihould  pafs  the  Rhine 
with  the  Army  to  return  into  France,  it  would  be  only 
with  a  defign  to  procure  a  peace,  and  by  no  means  to 
aflift  in  Hipport  of  an  adtion  which  he  was  of  opinion 
ought  not  to  be  undertaken  fo  precipitately. 


A  Fort- 
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A  fortnight  or  three  weeks  were  fpent  in  meffages  from  An.  1 649. 

the  Court  to  the  Army,  and  from  the  Army  to  the  Court.  — - — 

M.  de  Turenne  refolving  not  to  declare,  or  even  infmuate 
to  the  Court  any  thing  that  was  not  his  true  intention,  or 
make  the  Minillers  believe  he  would  depend  entirely  on 
them,  when  he  fhould  arrive  in  France,  in  order  to  coun¬ 
tenance  an  enterprife  which  he  did  not  think  lawful  ac  any 
time,  much  lefs  in  a  minority;  efpecially  lince  no  body 
yet  had  taken  arms  againft  the  King,  or  fhewn  any  ligns 
of  open  dilobedience.  ’Tis  true,  lome,  in  company,  had 
now  and  then  expreft  themfelves  with  too  much  heat  ; 
but  this  rather  proceeded  from  particular  interfering  inte- 
refts,  than  any  fettled  defign  of  revolting  againlt  the 
Court. 

M.  de  Turenne  having  made  the  Court  acquainted  with 
his  fentiments,  fpoke  to  the  Officers ;  and,  except  two  or 
three  regiments,  they  all  promifed  to  march  wherever  he 
pleafed.  As  foon  as  the  Court  knew  that  he  was  going 
to  pafs  the  Rhine,  they  threw  off  the  mask,  and  difco- 
vered  themfelves  thoroughly;  which  they  had  not  done 
till  then,  nor  fent  any  other  order,  but  to  bring  back  the 
Army  into  France  when  the  Peace  fhould  be  concluded 
in  Germany.  And  now  came  exprefs  orders  from  Court 
to  all  the  Officers  to  acknowledge  M.  de  Turenne  no  lon¬ 
ger;  three  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  were  fent  to  the 
Rhine,  with  a  promife  to  pay  off  the  four  or  five  months 
pay  that  were  due.  This,  together  with  the  follicitation 
of  M.  d’Erlac,  had  fuch  an  effedl  on  fix  German  regi¬ 
ments,  that  they  went  over  to  him  by  night,  and  join’d 
him  at  Brilac.  Three  regiments  of  foot  polled  themfelves 
under  Philipsburg.  There  remained  with  M.  de  Turenne 
no  more  than  half  the  Army,  and  that  in  a  very  wavering 
difpofition,  except  five  or  fix  regiments.  He,  feeing  he  could 
not  now  march  and  carry  into  execution  the  defigns  he 
had  propofed  to  himfelf,  and  refolving  likewife  not  to  go 
to  Court  for  the  reafons  afore-mentioned,  gave  order  to 
fome  general  Officers  who  had  ftuck  by  him,  to  lead  off 
the  remainder  of  the  troops  and  join  M.  d’Erlac.  Which 
done,  he  retired  with  fifteen  or  twenty  friends  into  Hol¬ 
land,  where  he  tarried  a  month,  till  he  heard  the  treaty 
of  Ruel  was  concluded :  then  he  took  fhip  in  Zealand, 
landed  at  Diepe,  and  thence  went  poll  to  Paris. 
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An.  1649.  Though  the  accommodation  was  made,  the  parties  con- 

»  —  tinued  in  great  diftruft  of  each  other.  The  Court  had  their 

thoughts  on  the  campaign  which  was  beginning  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  and  left  affairs  within  the  Kingdom  in  a  very  un¬ 
fettled  condition.  M.  deTurenne  went  to  Court  two  days 
after  his  arrival  at  Paris ;  and  as  the  Cardinal’s  defign  was 
to  diflemble  every  thing  fo  long  as  the  campaign  latted, 
and  fince  a  coldnefs  which  w7as  commenced  between 
the  Prince  and  him,  made  the  Court  not  act  with  quite 
fo  high  a  hand  as  before,  M.  de  Turenne  was  very  well 
received  there,  lived  as  he  was  ufed  to  do,  and  began  to 
contract  a  fort  of  Friendfhip  with  the  Prince,  who 
went  not  to  command  the  Army  that  campaign,  but  took 
a  turn  into  Burgundy.  M.  de  Turenne  palled  the  fum- 
mer  partly  at  Paris,  and  partly  at  Compeigne,  where  tire 
Court  refided.  Fie  received  many  civilities  from  the  Car¬ 
dinal,  and  often  expoftulated  with  him  on  all  that  had 
paTed,  but  without  entering  into  any  engagement  of  friend¬ 
fhip  with  him.  The  Minifter,  unwilling  to  raife  any  fuf- 
picion  in  the  Prince’s  mind,  did  not  talk  explicitely  with 
M.  deTurenne-  and  M.  deTurenne,  not  knowing  how 
to  depend  upon  the  Cardinal  in  any  tiling  he  laid,  and  fee¬ 
ing  him  always  upon  the  referve  with  him,  was,  of  the 
two,  more  inclining  to  the  Prince’s  fide. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  the  Army  in  Ger¬ 
many  refufed  to  obey  M.  d’Erlac;  lb  that  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  it.  The  Officers  fent  a  deputation  to  Court  to 
beg  two  things;  the  one  to  pay  ’em  their  arrears,  and  the 
other  to  fend  back  M.  deTurenne  to  command  them: 
but  the  Court  eluded  their  laft  requeft.  After  railing  the 
fiege  of  Cambray,  there  happened  nothing  of  any  moment 
all  the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign.  The  King  re¬ 
turned  to  Paris,  and  the  Court  was  fo  full  of  factions, 
that  his  authority  was  greatly  diminifhed.  The  Prince 
return’d  from  Burgundy,  and  fome  time  afterwards  he 
openly  fell  out  with  die  Cardinal.  The  whole  Court  tak¬ 
ing  tides,  M.  deTurenne  went  to  the  Prince’s  Palace,  and 
thereby  made  a  publick  declaration  of  being  his  friend, 
which  engaged  ham  afterwards  to  take  lliare  with  him  in 
his  good  or  bad  fortune.  There  were  at  that  time  divers 
reconcilements  between  the  Prince  and  the  Court  with 
which  he  tided,  in  order  to  drive  M.  the  Coadjutor  to  ex¬ 
tremities.  For  a  month  or  fix  weeks  there  hardly  patfed 
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a  day  but  affairs  took  a  different  turn,  fometimes  to  the  An.  1649. 
Prince’s  advantage,  fometimes  to  his  difadvantage.  But  — — — • 
as  I  cannot  defcend  into  the  particulars  of  thofe  matters, 

I  fhall  only  fay  that  the  Court  being  diffatisfied  with  the 
Prince’s  procedure,  united  it  felf  with  all  fuch  as  wiffied 
him  ill,  who  were  very  numerous. 

Thofe  reconcilements  with  the  Court  having  drawn  in  An.  1650. 

the  whole  cabal,  the  Cardinal  made  ufe  of  them  very - - 

artfully  for  his  own  ends,  and  concerted,  with  the  chief 
of  them,  and  iuch  as  had  the  moft  interefti  with  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  what  meafures  were  beft  to  be  taken  to  caufe 
the  Prince  to  be  put  under  arreft.  He  met  with  one  very 
great  obftacle,  which  was  the  correfpondence  and  ftrid; 
ties  of  friendlhip  fubfifting  between  the  Prince  and  M. 
de  la  Riviere,  who  had  a  great  influence  on  the  mind  of 
the  Duke  of  Orleans.  The  Cardinal  at  length  furmounted 
thefe  difficulties  •  and  having  gain’d  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
an  order  paffed  one  council-day  for  feizing  the  perfons  of 
the  Prince,  the  Prince  of  Conti,  and  M.  de  Longueville, 
who  were  carried  by  the  King’s  Gendarmes  to  the  Bois 
de  Vincennes. 

M.  de  T urenne  had  by  this  time  plainly  feen  that  the 
Prince  quarrel’d  with  every  body,  and  gave  great  occafion 
of  difguft  to  the  whole  Court  by  his  marrying  Madame  de 
Richlieu,  and  fupporting  Jerfey  againft:  the  Queen.  The 
Cardinal  was  continually  paying  great  compliments  to  M. 
de  Turenne,  promiting  him,  that  if  he  would  accept  of 
it,  he  fhould  have  the  command  of  the  Army  in  Flanders 
next  campaign ;  and  being  inform’d  that  for  fome  time 
pafl:  he  in  a  manner  forbore  vifiting  the  Prince  (who  in¬ 
deed  had  declined  communicating  any  more  of  his  fecrets 
to  him)  the  Cardinal  hoped,  as  he  afterwards  told  him, 
that  he  would  not  over-haftily  engage  in  the  Prince’s 
concerns.  The  moment  that  the  Prince  was  taken  into 
cuftody,  the  Cardinal  fent  M.  de  Ruvigni  to  wait  on  M. 
de  Turenne,  and  allure  him,  that  he  need  not  be  under 
any  manner  of  apprehenfions  for  himfelf,  promifing  withal, 
that  he  fhould  meet  with  no  treatment  but  what  was  per¬ 
fectly  to  his  fat  is  faction  in  whatever  concerned  him.  M. 
de  T urenne,  tho’  he  was  perfuaded  he  was  fafe  enough  at 
Court,  and  tho’  true  it  was  the  Prince  had  not  been  over- 
civil  to  him  for  fome  time,  yet  being  unwilling  to  for- 
fake  the  Prince  in  his  misfortune,  fet  out  che  night  he  was 
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An.  1 650. made  prifoner  with  four  Gentlemen-  and  having  no  mo- 

— 1  -  1  ney,  went  to  M.  de  Varennes,  who  not  only  lent  him  fix 

hundred  piftoles,  but  alfo  attended  him  to  Stenai,  where 
M.  de  Chamilli,  who  commanded  in  that  town  for  the 
Prince,  receiv’d  M.  de  Turenne  with  much  joy.  Three 
or  four  days  afterwards  the  Court  fent  Paris  to  him,  to  in¬ 
vite  him  to  come  back,  with  all  the  fair  promifes  that 
could  poffibly  be  made :  but  as  he  could  not  be  eafy  in 
his  mind,  if  he  liftened  to  any  negotiation  during  the 
Prince’s  misfortune,  he  difmift  Paris  without  giving  any 
ear  to  him,  and  refolved  with  himfelf  to  purfue  all  fuch 
meafures  as  might  tend  to  oblige  the  Court  to  releafe  the 
Prince,  and  to  omit  nothing  that  could  produce  a  juft 
dread  of  the  misfortunes  which  his  long  imprifonment 
might  be  the  occalion  of. 

According  to  this  refolution,  he  fent  to  all  the  troops 
who  were  with  the  Prince,  and  to  all  the  Governors  whom 
he  thought  to  be  diffatished  with  the  Court,  or  were  his 
friends.  Of  them  all,  he  could  not  bring  over  above 
twenty  or  thirty  Officers.  Among  thofe  of  quality,  were 
M.  de  Duras  and  M.  de  Boutteville,  who  were  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  Prince.  M.  de  Turenne  fent  alfo  to  the  troops 
who  had  ferved  under  him  in  Germany,  and  who  were 
difperfed  in  feveral  places  ;  but  he  could  gain  no  more 
than  three  regiments  of  foot,  that  of  the  Crown,  that  of 
Turenne,  and  that  of  Paffage,  who  quitted  Lorrain,  march’d 
in  a  body  with  their  baggage,  and  came  and  joined  him 
at  Stenai.  The  regiment  of  Beauveau,  horfe,  would  have 
come  too,  and  join’d  their  Colonel,  who  had  repaired 
to  M.  de  Turenne,  ita  whofe  interefts  he  always  was  ; 
but  that  regiment  was  ffiut  up  in  a  town,  and  fuch  of 
them  as  could  get  away,  came  and  offered  him  their  fer- 
vice.  Thele  troops  were  difpofed  into  quarters  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stenai  •  M.  de  Turenne  not  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  preis  the  Commandants  of  Stenai,  Clermont  and 
Damvillers  to  receive  any  of  them,  for  fear  it  fhould  look 
as  if  he  affected  to  put  his  own  men  into  the  places  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Prince,  and  likewife  becaufe  the  Comman¬ 
dants  would  not  have  been  willing  to  receive  them  on 
account  of  the  difpodtion  and  temper  of  their  garrifons. 
That  of  Damvillers  had  already  begun  to  declare  againft 
the  Prince,  and  the  Soldiers  feffi’d  the  Chevalier  de  la 
iRochefoucault  their  Commandant,  at  the  fame  time  fhout- 
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ing,  Vive  le  Roy.  Some  days  afterwards,  upon  M.  de  la  An.  1650. 
Ferte’s  approaching  to  Clermont,  the  Soldiers  of  the  gar-  »' 
rifon  made  their  Officers  prifoners,  and  polfelfed  them- 
felves  of  the  place  which  they  delivered  up  to  M.  de  la 
Ferte.  Thofe  of  Stenai  inclining  to  do  the  fame,  M.  de 
Turenne  remonftrated  to  M.  dela  Mouflaye  of  what  im¬ 
portance  it  was  to  fecure  himfelf  of  the  citadel.  Accord¬ 
ingly  there  were  admitted  into  it  eight  companies  of  Tu¬ 
renne’s  regiment,  which  continually  guarded  it,  and  were 
entire  mafters  of  it  till  the  Prince  was  fet  at  liberty,  and 
then  they  furrendered  it  up  to  him. 

There  was  only  this  place  left  to  fupport  the  whole 
party  ;  M.  de  Turenne  gave  the  command  of  it  to  M.  de 
Varennes,  in  whom  he  always  confided  without  the  leaft 
referve.  We  were  fain  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Spaniards, 
afc:r  having  met  with  a  difafter.  The  regiment  of  paf- 
fage  was  defeated,  as  it  attempted  to  enter  Stenai ;  but 
Turenne’s  company  of  guards,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
la  Berge,  palled  in  open  day,  forced  five  hundred  horfe, 
and,  with  the  lofs  of  half  their  men,  got  into  Stenai,  after 
performing  the  mold  vigorous  action  that  ever  was  feen. 

M.  de  Turenne  defired  to  have  a  conference  with  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Montmedi,  which  he  had  next  day.  After  having 
frankly  talk’d  about  the  manner  how  he  came  to  be  in- 
gaged  in  this  affair,  and  the  fteps  he  further  intended  to 
take  in  it,  he  conllantly  found  in  that  Governor  and  in 
the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne  (which  latter  abfolutely  ma¬ 
naged  all  things  in  Flanders,  tho’  the  Archduke  was  there 
himfelf)  a  perfect  fincerity,  except  owning  their  want  of 
money,  and  their  inability  to  procure  any.  This  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Governor  of  Montmedi  was  followed  firft 
with  an  immediate  fupply  of  fifteen  hundred  horfe  and 
fome  foot  which  were  thrown  into  Dun,  and  next  with 
a  treaty  which  Madam  de  Longueville  and  M.  Turenne 
made  with  the  Archduke,  and  was  ratified  by  the  King  of 
Spain.  The  aforefaid  Princefs,  after  the  Prince  was  con¬ 
fined,  having  retired  into  Normandy,  and  from  thence 
palling  into  Holland,  crofs’d  the  Country  of  Liege  to 
Stenai,  and  took  up  her  abode  at  the  citadel,  v/hich  wai 
continually  guarded  by  fome  Soldiers  of  the  old  garrifon, 
and  by  the  eight  companies  of  Turenne’s  regiment,  with¬ 
out  her  taking  the  leaft  offence  at  it.  M.  Turenne  al¬ 
ways  continued  in  an  entire  good-underftanding  with  her 
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An.  1650  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  Prince’s  imprifon- 

. . .  ment. 

To  begin  a  negotiation,  M.  Turenne  and  the  Count  de 
Fuenfaldagne  met  together  in  the  town  of  Marche  ■  and 
the  lots  of  Clermont  and  Damvillers  having  created  fome 
coldnefs  in  the  Count,  he  preffed  very  much  to  have  the 
citadel  of  Stenai,  which  was  the  only  place  the  party  was 
pofleffed  of.  Though  M.  Turenne’s  foie  refource  was  in 
the  Spaniards,  he  chofe  rather  to  hazard  the  breaking  off 
the  negotiation,  than  deliver  up  a  place  in  which  he  might 
be  out  of  their  power  when  he  had  a  mind  to  it :  and  as 
his  delign  had  always  been  to  continue  with  diem  no  lon¬ 
ger  dian  he  was  obliged  thereto  by  the  promife  he  had 
made  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  Prince’s  enlargement,  he 
he  was  very  defirous  to  flay  in  a  place  where  he  might  be 
his  own  mailer.  Thus  after  fix  weeks  debate,  he  con¬ 
cluded  nothing  at  Marche,  tho’  he  ftaid  there  three  whole 
days,  together  with  M.  de  Fuenfaldagne :  but  the  negoti¬ 
ation  went  on  by  means  of  Dom  Gabriel  de  Toledo,  who 
was  dilpatch’d  to  Stenai  to  treat  with  Madam  de  Longue- 
ville  and  M.  Turenne.  The  treaty  was  concluded,  in 
which  Ad.  de  Fuenfaldagne  promifed  in  the  name  of  the  Ca- 
tholick  King,  and  Madame  de  Longueville  and  M.  Turenne 
promifed  in  their  own  names  not  to  come  to  any  agree¬ 
ment  before  the  Prince  was  releafed  from  his  confinement, 
and  an  offer  made  to  Spain  of  a  juft,  equitable,  and  rea- 
fonable  peace. 

Things  being  thus  made  an  end  of,  preparations  were 
made  for  the  campaign.  The  Spaniards  tried  to  oblige 
M.  Turenne  to  keep  with  an  Army  in  Champagne,  whilft 
they  acted  in  Picardy  •  but  he  well  knowing  that  their  in¬ 
tention  was  to  take  advantage  of  the  divifions  in  France, 
in  order  to  recover  the  places  which  the  King  kept  from 
them  j  and  that  if  he  flood  off  with  a  feparate  body,  the 
King’s  Army  would  fall  entirely  upon  him,  he  chofe  ra¬ 
ther  to  join  the  Army  of  Spain,  in  order  to  oblige  them 
to  attack  the  towns  of  France,  or  enter  the  King¬ 
dom  and  make  a  diverfion  to  the  war  at  Bourdeaux, 
or  to  animate  the  Prince’s  friends  who  were  in  the  King¬ 
dom.  After  Turenne  had  join’d  the  Army  of  Spain,  we 
went  and  laid  fiege  to  Catelet,  which  lafted  but  three 
days.  Afterwards  having  intelligence  that  part  of  the  horfe 
Which  was  in  Guife  had  quitted  it,  we  went  and  belieged 
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it  feven  or  eight  days  after  in  prefence  of  the  King’s  Ar-  An.  1650. 
my,  which  being  got  together,  made  approaches  towards 
that  of  Spain. 

The  two  Armies  were  almoft  equal  in  number,  to  wit, 
ten  or  twelve  thoufand  foot,  and  fix  or  feven  thoufand  horfe 
each.  The  great  rains  which  happened  at  that  time,  quite 
fpoiled  the  roads,  and  the  few  provifion-waggons  which 
the  Spaniards  had,  occalioned  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  bread  in 
the  Army,  that  the  fiege  was  carried  on  but  ilowly.  At 
the  very  firit  the  Soldiers  had  but  onefingle  ration  of  bread 
in  three  days }  but  towards  the  end,  the  want  thereof  be¬ 
came  fo  great,  it  obliged  them  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  to 
retire  two  leagues  off,  whither  the  foot-foldiers  had  much 
ado  to  crawl,  fo  weak  were  they  grown  thro’  want  of 
bread  to  fupport  them. 

After  we  had  had  provifions,  and  remained  feven  or  eight 
days  in  this  camp,  we  went  and  attack’d  la  Capelle,  which 
we  took  in  ten  days  time ;  and  now  harveft-time  coming 
on,  the  Army  march’d  to  Vervins;  and  M.  Turenne 
advancing  with  two  thoufand  horfe  to  obferve  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  die  King’s  Army,  which  was  at  Marie,  he  was 
informed  that  it  was  moved  from  thence,  and  marched 
behind  the  Moraffes  of  Liefife.  He  acquainted  the  Arch¬ 
duke,  who  was  arriv’d  in  the  camp,  that  if  we  advanced 
to  within  two  leagues  of  Vervins,  the  Army  of  France 
would  certauily  be  reduced  to  fome  very  ugly  circumftan- 
ces,  which  might  give  room  for  undertaking  fomething 
againft  it.  The  Archduke  march’d  two  leagues  beyond 
Vervins,  where  advice  was  brought  that  the  King’s  Army 
continued  to  retire.  M.  Turenne  took  three  thoufand 
horfe,  and  marched  to  Chateau-Porcien  and  Rhetel,  which 
furrendered  to  him  ■  from  thence  he  fent  to  acquaint  the 
Army  of  Spain  that  they  would  find  fufficicnt  fubliftence 
on  the  river  Aifne,  whither  they  advanced,  and  put  into 
Rhetel  a  garrifon  of  eight  hundred  men,  with  Delliponti, 
who  was  highly  efteem’d  in  Flanders,  to  command  in  it. 

As  the  continuance  of  the  Army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  town  entirely  ruined  all  the  corn,  and  deprived  the  gar¬ 
rifon  of  means  to  fublift,  M.  Turenne  thought  it  advife- 
able  to  move  farther  off,  and  to  march  along  the  river 
Aifne,  by  drawing  near  to  Paris,  and  the  King’s  Army, 
which  was  retired  to  Rheims.  His  intention  always  was, 
that  the  Army  of  Spain  fhould  penetrate  as  far  as  poffible 
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An.  1650  into  the  Kingdom,  believing  that  the  Prince  who  was  in 

—  1  the  Bois  de  Vincennes,  would  be  carried  to  Paris,  and  fo 
would  no  longer  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Court-  and 
likewife  hoping  that  if  he  was  left  in  the  Bois  de  Vincen¬ 
nes,  perhaps  after  feme  lucky  blow,  he  might  oblige  the 
Army  cf  Spain  to  march  even  thither.  M.Turenne  gave 
the  Spaniards  no  counfel  as  to  the  motions  of  their  Army,  but 
according  to  the  marchings  of  the  King’s  Army,  and  fuch 
as  the  military  art  allowed  of-  for  the  Armies  being  equal, 
to  advife  the  Spaniards,  in  fetting  out  from  la  Capelle,  to 
march  to  Paris,  having  every  thing  againft  them  in  France, 
and  nobody  declaring  for  the  Prince,  would  have  appear’d 
fo  extravagantly  hot-headed,  he  would  have  loft  all  credit 
with  them. 

Having  therefore  march’d  to  Neufchatel  on  the  river 
Aifne,  the  Spaniards,  not  without  reafon,  made  a  difficulty 
to  pals  it  with  their  whole  Army ;  becaufe  the  King’s  Ar¬ 
my  being  between  Rheims  and  Soiflons,  behind  the  river 
Vefle,  they  faw  no  likelihood  of  executing  any  thing  •  and 
becaufe  their  infantry  fufFered  very  much,  being  now  de- 
ftitute  of  means  of  having  convoys  come  to  them.  M. 
Turenne  leaving  the  grofs  of  the  Army  at  Neufchatel, 
took  three  thoufand  horfe  and  five  hundred  Musketeers, 
in  order  to  go  and  fee  the  pofture  of  the  King’s  Army. 
After  marching  fome  time,  he  learnt  that  it  was  at  Rheims, 
and  that  M.  Hocquincourt  was  at  Fifmes,  behind  the  river 
Vefle,  with  ten  regiments  of  horfe,  and  that  there  were  a 
hundred  Musketeers  in  the  town :  he  went  thither  without 
lofs  of  time  •  and  after  a  great  refiftance  at  a  bridge,  where 
on  the  right  and  left,  he  found  fording-places  for  the  ca¬ 
valry,  he  entirely  broke  all  the  regiments  which  oppofed 
his  paffage,  took  four  or  five  hundred  prifbners,  and  obliged 
M.  d’Hocquincourt,  who  had  behaved  very  gallantly,  to 
retire  to  Soiflons  not  without  a  great  deal  of  difficulty. 
The  foot  which  was  in  Fifmes,  furrendered  themfelves, 
end  M.  Turenne  fent  the  Archduke  an  account  of  what 
bad  palTed ;  and  that  if  he  pleafed  but  to  advance  to 
Fifmes  with  the  Army,  it  would  befure  of  very  good  fub- 
fiftence  there,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  mills 
on  the  river,  and  vaft  quantities  of  corn  and  cattle. 

The  Army  of  Spain  march’d  thither,  and  M.  deBout- 
tevide  was  ordered  to  advance  as  far  as  la  Ferte  Milon  ; 
and  he  put  fate-guards  into  that  village.  Seeing  the  Army 
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of  France  fhut  up  in  Rheims,  a  body  of  troops  behind  the  An. 

Marne,  and  the  road  to  Paris,  free  the  Archduke  and  M _ 

de  Fuenfaldagne  had  certainly  refolved  upon  marching  thi¬ 
ther,  had  the  Prince  been  ftill  at  Vincennes  ^  but  news  was 
brought  that  after  great  contcfts  between  M.  leTellier  and 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  was  for  the  Prince’s  being  car¬ 
ried  to  the  Baftile,  M.  le  Tellier  had  prevailed,  and  that 
the  Prince  was  conducted  with  a  very  fmall  efcorte  to 
Marcouffi,  within  eight  leagues  of  Paris  on  the  road  to 
Orleans.  Then  there  was  no  longer  any  reafon  for  march¬ 
ing  to  Paris  with  the  main  body  of  the  Army,  and  it  had 
been  both  ufelefs  and  dangerous  to  go  thither  with  de¬ 
tach’d  parties,  becaufe  of  the  King’s  Army  which  might 
have  detached  a  much  greater  number,  and  have  left  their 
whole  baggage  in  the  towns ;  which  the  Army  of  Spain 
could  by  no  means  do. 

Some  perfons  were  fent  from  Fifmes  to  make  propofi- 
tions  of  peace.  Dom  Gabriel  de  Toledo  went  to  Paris, 
and  M.  de  Verderonne  came  to  Fifmes  from  the  Duke  of 
Orleans ;  but  all  to  no  manner  of  purpofe.  Mean  while, 
notice  came  that  a  Treaty  was  concluded  at  Bourdeaux, 
whither  the  King  went  in  perfon  attended  by  Cardinal  Ma- 
Zarin.  M.de  Bouillon,  who  had  the  chief  authority  there, 
govern’d  all  affairs  of  the  party  with  univerfal  approba¬ 
tion,  and  comported  himfelf  with  all  the  vigour,  prudence 
and  refolution  that  was  poffible  in  fo  difficult  a  conjunc¬ 
ture. 

The  Army  of  Spain  lay  a  month  at  Fifmes,  to  fee  whe¬ 
ther  thefe  propofals  of  peace  would  produce  any  effedt  at 
Paris,  or  not.  After  that  time,  a  Council  was  held  for 
determining  what  town  of  the  Frontier  ffiould  be  befieged 
in  their  retreat.  The  Spaniards  had  their  eye  upon  Rocroy ; 
but  M.  Turenne  was  rather  for  going  to  Moufon,  a 
town  on  the  Meufe,  two  leagues  diftant  from  Stenai, 
which  ferv’d  greatly  towards  its  prefervation,  and  added 
fomewhat  to  the  extent  of  the  winter-quarters  on  that 
frontier.  So  we  detach’d  the  Marquis  de  Mafingen,  Camp 
Mafter  General  of  the  Army  of  Spain,  with  three  thou- 
fand  foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe,  to  go  and  befiege  Mou¬ 
fon.  The  reft  of  the  Army  remained  on  the  river  Aifne 
to  cover  the  fiege,  and  obferve  the  King’s  Army,  which 
was  affembled  about  Chalons.  As  this  fiege  drew  very 
much  into  length,  occafioncd  by  the  heavy  rains  and  wane 
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An.  1650.  of  artillery  among  the  Spaniards,  the  Marfhal  du  Pleffis 

»■  who  commanded  the  King’s  Army,  made  an  expeditious 

march  by  Verdun  with  delign  to  relieve  Moufon;  which 
obliged  the  Army  of  Spain  to  repair  to  the  fiege.  M.  Tu- 
renne  remained  with  three  thoufand  horfe  to  cover  it,  there 
being  no  circumvallation,  and  it  being  neceflfary  to  keep 
the  enemy  at  a  diftance,  left  they  fhould  attempt  fome  re¬ 
lief.  At  laft,  after  feven  weeks  liege  in  very  bad  weather, 
tire  town  of  Moufon  furrendered. 

After  the  taking  of  Moufon,  the  Army  of  Spain  found 
it  felf  very  much  weaken’d  by  the  length  of  the  fiege, 
which  had  lafted  almoft  to  the  end  of  November.  M.  Tu- 
renne  plainly  faw  that  if  the  Spanifh  Generals  retired  as  they 
delign’d  into  their  winter-quarters,  he  fhould  lofe  Rhetel 
and  Chateau  Porcien  during  the  winter ;  and  that  the  Ger¬ 
man  troops,  which  the  Spaniards  had  newly  railed,  would 
all  perilli  by  means  of  the  bad  quarters  ufually  afligned 
them  in  Flanders.  He  advifed  the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne 
to  leave  the  whole  Army  between  the  rivers  Meufe  and 
Aifne ;  but  not  being  able  to  prevail  on  him,  himfelf  con¬ 
tinued  on  the  frontier  with  five  new-raifed  German  regi¬ 
ments  of  horfe,  making  about  two  thoufand  horfe  ■  and 
with  two  brigades  of  Lorrainers,  one  whereof  was  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  Fauge,  and  the  other  by  the  Count  de 
Ligneville,  who  had  been  defeated  by  Marfhal  delaFerte. 
Thefe  two  brigades  made  two  thoufand  five  hundred  horfe, 
and  a  thoufand  horfe  of  the  body  which  M.  de  Turenne 
had  raifed  in  Germany.  As  for  the  infantry,  it  conlifted  of 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  one  part  Walloons  and 
the  other  Lorrainers,  there  being  no  French  infantry  but 
Turenne’s  regiment  commanded  by  Betbefe,  that  of  the 
Crown  by  Rochepare,  and  that  of  Stenai  commanded  by 
the  Count  de  Quintin.  With  thefe  troops  and  fix  field- 
pieces,  M.  Turenne  kept  between  the  Meufe  and  the  Aifne. 
Befides  thefe,  the  Archduke  left  twelve  hundred  foot  in 
Rhetel,  and  two  hundred  horfe  under  the  command  of 
Delliponti,  who  was  Serjeant  Major  General  de  Bataille, 
and  a  man  of  great  reputation  in  Flanders. 

The  King’s  Army  during  the  fiege  of  Moufon,  andfome 
time  after,  remained  in  Champagne  to  refrefh  themfelves, 
and  there  waited  for  all  the  troops  which  had  been  at  Bour- 
deaux.  When  they  were  all  got  together,  they  made  a 
body  of  between  fix  and  feven  thoufand  horfe,  and  eight 
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thoufand  foot  j  and  a  refolution  was  taken  to  go  and  attack  An.  1650. 

Rhetel.  The  month  of  December  was  now  pretty  far . 

fpent :  the  Army  arrived  before  the  place  on  a  Friday,  and 
on  Saturday  they  began  to  make  the  approaches :  a  fuburb 
was  prefently  taken :  they  approached  along  by  the  houfes 
near  the  wall,  and  battered  a  tower  of  the  gate  with  a 
twelve  pounder.  Then  having  found  that  the  great  tim¬ 
bers  of  the  bridge  only  wanted  boards  on  them  to  make  it 
fit  for  fervice ;  the  beiiegers  laid  boards  on  them  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  fell  to  work  on  the  gate.  They  were  repulfed 
the  firft  time  •  but  returning  to  it  again,  the  befieged  beat 
the  chamade,  and  demanded  a  parley  on  T uefday  morning. 

The  main  of  the  Army  was  on  the  other  fide  the  river, 
and  had  left  two  regiments  to  make  a  falfe  attack,  which 
prov’d  fuccefsful. 

M.  Turenne  being  informed  that  the  King’s  Army  was 
marching  to  the  fiege  of  Rhetel,  refolved  with  himfelf  to 
get  thither  three  or  four  days  after  them,  that  he  might 
find  the  Army  difperfed  in  their  quarters  round  the  town, 
the  trenches  opened,  and  the  cannon  planted,  which  always 
much  weakens  an  Army.  After  marching  four  days,  on 
Tuefday  he  went  feven  long  leagues  to  get  within  fight  of 
Rhetel,  having  heard  the  cannon  in  the  morning,  and 
there  being  no  likelihood  the  town  would  be  fo  foon  for¬ 
ced  to  furrender.  He  arrived  an  hour  before  night  within  a 
league  of  the  town.  After  having  driven  back  a  party  of 
horfe,  he  took  fome  prifoners,  who  told  him  the  town 
was  furrendered  :  he  continued  all  night  in  a  fighting  po- 
fture,  and  fired  off  two  cannon,  to  try.  if  the  befieged 
would  anfwer  him.  As  no  noife  was  heard  for  feven  or 
eight  hours  together,  and  the  prifoners  all  agreed  in  the 
fame  ftory,  that  the  town  was  furrendered,  we  no  longer 
doubted  it,  and  the  Army  returning  the  fame  way  they 
came,  went  and  took  up  their  quarters  four  leagues  off  in 
a  valley,  not  being  able  to  continue  in  Champagne  for 
want  of  water  and  covering. 

The  Tuefday  on  which  the  town  furrendered,  and  the 
day  after,  the  King’s  Army  got  together,  and  marched  a 
part  of  the  night  between  Wednefday  and  Thurfday.  In 
the  morning  they  arrived  in  fight  of  the  Croatians  whom 
M.  de  Turenne  had  left  half  a  league  behind  him.  Upon 
this  news  he  immediately  caufed  his  troops  to  march  up 
to  the  heights  of  Champagne }  and  as  the  King’s  Army 

was 
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6.  was  marching  in  the  plain,  he  kept  along  the  fide  of  them 

—  for  almoft  an  hour  within  half  a  cannon-fhot  of  them, 
the  Lorrainers  not  being  arrived,  who  had  been  fome- 
what  flow  in  getting  out  of  their  quarters.  His  forces 
Were  not  indeed  equal,  but  he  had  no  choice  left  but  to 
fight.  The  German  regiments  had  the  right  wing,  and 
M.  de  Turenne’s  horfe  the  left,  the  Lorrainers  not  being 
yet  come  up.  The  Armies  marched  on  for  an  hour  in 
this  faihion,  M.  de  T urenne  fearing  nothing,  becaufe  the 
King’s  infantry  was  not  as  yet  near  enough  to  make  the 
General  refolve  upon  marching  up  to  him.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  Lorrainers  arrived,  and  M.  de  Turenne 
being  refolved  not  to  give  the  King’s  Army  time  to  put 
their  infantry  in  the  interval  of  their  two  wings,  imme¬ 
diately  poflred  the  Lorrain  cavalry  on  his  left  in  two  lines  j 
there  were  twelve  fquadrons  in  the  firflr,  and  eight  in  the 
fecond :  He  marched  diredtly  up  to  the  right  wing  of  the 
King’s  Army.  M.  de  Beauveau,  M.  de  Duras,  M.  de  Bou- 
teville,  and  M.  de  Montaufier  commanded  the  fquadrons 
of  the  firft  lines  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  corps.  The  Lor¬ 
rainers,  who  were  commanded  by  their  own  Officers,  came 
and  doubled  their  ranks  fo  expeditioufly  on  the  left,  that 
they  gave  not  the  King’s  cavalry  time  to  oppofe  againft 
them  any  more  than  three  fquadrons-  becaufe  they  had 
all  along  regulated  the  firfl:  fquadron  of  their  right  wing 
according  to  the  motion  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  corps  alone 
This  was  likewife  the  caufe  of  their  having  a  great  many 
fquadrons  near  their  infantry,  and  thereby  the  fame  advan¬ 
tage  againft  M.  de  Turenne’s  cavalry,  as  the  Lorrainers 
had  againft  them. 

In  this  difpofition  we  marched  to  the  charge,  and 
the  whole  firft  line  advanced,  horfe-head  to  horfe-head, 
without  firing.  There  were  a  great  many  Officers 
killed  at  this  firft  charge,  and  almoft  all  the  fquadrons 
of  the  King’s  Army  on  the  firft  line  were  broken  ;  but 
with  fo  great  a  refiftance  on  their  fide,  that  thofe  cf 
the  Lorrainers  were  likewife  almoft  as  much  broken  as 
they.  The  fquadrons  of  the  King’s  Army  which  were 
near  the  foot  remained  entire,  not  having  ftruck  a  ftroke- 
but  the  whole  firft  line  of  the  Lorrainers  confiding  of 
feven  fquadrons,  were  brought  into  diforder  by  the  three 
French  who  oppofed  them.  There  were  likewife  fome 
fquadrons  which  pafled  into  the  interval  from  one  to  the 
other,  M.  de 
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M.  de  Turenne  had  of  his  troops  but  two  fquadrons  of  An. 

the  fecond  line,  the  firft  whereof  was  routed  by  a  fqua - 

dron  which  palled  into  the  interval,  the  Colonel  being  kil¬ 
led  •  the  other  commanded  by  the  Major  moved  forward, 
and  broke  two  of  the  enemy’s  fquadrons :  all  the  fecond 
line  of  the  Lorrainers  mingled  with  the  firft ;  fo  that  when 
the  fecond  line  of  the  King’s  Army,  which  was  made  up 
of  all  the  regiments  of  the  old  German  Army,  came  up  in 
good  order,  it  found  them  in  great  confulion.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne,  who  intended  to  lead  up  the  fquadrons  of  the  firft 
line  to  the  charge,  and  then  return  to  the  fecond  line, 
was  obliged  by  the  great  refiftance  he  met  with,  to  mix 
himfelf  in  the  prefs ;  fo  that  his  horfe  received  two  wounds, 
and  thus  he  was  in  no  condition  to  go  to  any  place  but 
very  leifurely.  Meflieurs  de  Beauveau,  de  Bouteville,  de 
Duras,  and  de  Montaufier  having  broke  and  routed  the  fqua¬ 
drons  they  had  to  do  with,  marched  up  to  the  mouths  of 
the  cannon,  and  put  to  flight  fome  fquadrons  of  the  fecond 
line.  Mean  time,  on  M.  deTurenne’s  right  wing  com¬ 
manded  by  la  Fauge,  five  German  regiments  had  fome 
advantage  at  the  firft  onfet ;  but  afterwards  all  the  troops 
were  put  into  confufion,  and  began  to  betake  themfelves 
to  flight  ;  which  gave  room  to  fome  fquadrons  of  the  left 
wing  of  the  King’s  Army  to  return  to  the  right  wing  ; 
and  the  fecond  line  marching  up  to  the  Lorrainers  who 
were  before  in  great  confulion,  they  turned  their  backs 
and  fled  away.  M.  de  Fauge,  after  he  had  acquitted  him¬ 
felf  very  gallantly,  was  taken  prifoner-  the  Count  de  Lig- 
neville  fhot  twice  through  the  body ;  the  Prince  Palatine 
killed,  with  two  other  Colonels.  M.  de  Turenne,  who 
had  marched  between  the  Lorrainers  and  his  own  troops, 
found  himfelf  in  the  beginning  of  this  diforder  quite  alone  ; 
all  the  Gentlemen  who  were  with  him  having  mingled 
themfelves  confufedly  becaufe  of  the  great  refiftance :  he 
was  often  known,  and  his  horfe  received  two  more  wounds, 
the  Troopers  asking  him  whether  he  would  have  quarter : 
la  Berge,  his  Lieutenant  of  Guards,  came  up  to  him  and 
joined  him.  They  were  followed  by  feven  or  eight  Troop¬ 
ers,  three  whereof  took  M.  de  Turenne,  and  fome  others 
took  his  Lieutenant,  but  they  happily  cleared  themfelves 
of  them;  and  having  beat  off  and  difabled  fome  of  their 
affailants,  they  began  by  little  and  little  to  retire  out  of  the 
throng.  M.  de  Turenne  had  now  none  of  his  troops  near 
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An.  1 650.  him,  and  he  was  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  King’s  fquadrons. 

«- — —  La  Berge,  to  prevent  his  being  taken,  was  fometimes 
obliged  to  fay  they  both  belonged  to  the  King’s  Army,  and 
that  thofe  who  had  been  for  killing  them  were  Germans 
who  did  not  know  them.  At  laft,  by  an  extraordinary 
piece  of  good-fortune,  they  were  let  go;  M.deTurenne's 
horfe  had  received  five  wounds.  Soon  after,  he  met  with 
Lavau,  Major  of  Beauveau’s  regiment,  who  lent  him  a 
horfe,  and  he  made  his  efcape  into  the  midft  of  the  plains 
of  Champagne,  without  being  purfued  by  any  body.  The 
two  wings  of  his  Army  had  been  broke,  and  all  the.  in¬ 
fantry  had  thrown  down  their  arms,  except  T urenne’s  re¬ 
giment,  which  refufing  quarter,  threw  themfelves  amidft  the 
King’s  infantry,  and  all  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  were 
either  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  after  they  had  maintain’d 
the  fight  refolutely  a  whole  hour,  without  any  horfe  to 
fupport  them.  Dom  Effevan  de  Gamare,  General  of  the 
Spanifh  artillery,  happen’d  to  be  near  the  foot,  where  he 
was  taken,  as  alfo  M.  de  Bouteville,  and  M.  de  Quintin, 
who  commanded  the  regiment  of  Burgundy. 

Things  being  in  a  defperate  condition,  M.  deTurenne 
could  not  poflibly  retire  by  the  fhorteft  way  to  the  river 
Aifne,  becaufe  of  the  King’s  troops,  who  in  purfuing  the 
run-a-ways  of  the  right  wing,  had  intercepted  his  way 
thither ;  he  was  therefore  forced  to  get  away  through  the 
plains  of  Champagne,  and  arrived  at  Barleduc  with  five 
hundred  horfe  which  he  had  met  with  on  his  way.  After 
having  ftaid  fix  hours  at  Bar,  and  given  orders  to  the  ca¬ 
valry  which  were  with  him,  and  to  M.  deDuras,  who  ar¬ 
riv’d  there  a  little  while  after  with  a  hundred  horfe,  to  re¬ 
tire  into  Luxembourg,  he  went  himfelf,  with  twelve  or  fif¬ 
teen  of  the  beft  mounted,  directly  to  Montmedi,  where 
he  found  part  of  the  cavalry  efcaped  from  the  battle,  af- 
iigned  them  fome  quarters  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  then 
fent  away  an  exprefs  to  Bruffels,  with  an  account  of  every 
thing  that  had  pafifed.  He  fent  word  at  the  fame  time 
to  Madame  de  Longueville  at  Stenai,  that  he  was  at 
Montmedi,  and  allured  her,  that  if  the  King’s  Army,  after 
winning  the  battle,  marched  to  Stenai,  he  would  himfelf 
repair  thither  immediately  with  the  troops  which  he  had 
ftill  with  him  about  Montmedi,  which  is  but  two  leagues 
from  Stenai.  M.  de  Turenne  did  not  care  to  go  fo  foon 
to  Stenai,  left  the  Spaniards  fhould  think  he  did  not  wholly 
4  confide 
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confide  in  them  fince  the  lofs  of  the  battle,  or  elfe  that  An.  1650. 
he  had  fo  ill  an  opinion  of  affairs,  that  he  was  glad  to  get  —  ■  ■■■■— 
as  foon  as  he  could  to  fome  place  where  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  might  more  ealily  be  tranfacled.  Knowing  likewife 
how  things  flood  in  Flanders,  he  thought  it  better  to  re¬ 
main  in  a  place  where  the  Spaniards  were  the  mailers,  than 
to  go  to  Stenai  •  becauie,  though  M.  de  Fuenfaldagne,  on 
whom  every  thing  depended  in  Flanders,  was  the  fupport 
of  the  whole  party-  yet  all  the  people  of  the  Country, 
who  always  wifh’d  to  fee  the  forces  of  Spain  employed  in 
retaking  the  places  which  the  King  held  in  Flanders,  and 
not  in  favouring  the  party,  made  ufe  of  this  unlucky  event 
to  add  new  weight  to  their  opinion,  and  difcouraged  M. 
de  Fuenfaldagne.  If  M.  deTurenne,  after  this  misfortune, 
had  likewife  added  thereto  a  diflruflfulnefs  by  going  to 
Stenai,  M.  de  Fuenfaldagne  had  doubtlefs  altered  his 
meafures,  and  lie  mull  have  caff  about  how  to  bring  mat¬ 
ters  to  fbme  accommodation,  though  a  fhameful  one.  But 
the  thing  took  quite  another  turn;  and  it  being  known  that 
Ad.  de  T urenne  was  at  Montmedi,  and  all  the  Officers  of  the 
Army  expreffing  themfelves  to  be  perfectly  well  fatisfied 
with  him,  a  power  was  fent  him  from  the  Archduke  to  dif- 
pofe  of  all  the  polls  of  thofe  who  were  killed  in  the  battle, 
and  to  affign  fuch  quarters  to  his  troops  as  he  thought  fit. 

A  Ifiort  time  after  this,  M.  deTurenne  went  to  wait  An.  1651. 
on  Madame  de  Longueville  at  Stenai,  where  they  refolved  -  ■  — > 

together  to  remain  in  the  fame  way  of  thinking  till  the  Prince 
was  reflored  to  his  liberty.  M.  deLorrain  and  M.de  Fu¬ 
enfaldagne  went  afterwards  to  Namure,  to  confer  with  M. 
de  Turenne.  They  flaid  there  four  days  to  give  order  for 
quartering  the  troops-  and  being  returned  again  to  BruF 
fels,  M.  deTurenne  would  have  treated  with  the  Elector 
of  Cologne  for  quarters  in  the  Country  of  Liege }  but  not 
being  able  to  agree,  he  led  his  troops  to  BrufTels. 

During  this  fpace,  the  diforders  began  afrefh  at  Paris, 
and  there  was  great  likelihood  of  the  Prince’s  being  fet  at 
liberty.  As  there  are  numbers  of  people  who  have  writ¬ 
ten  particular  accounts  of  all  the  cabals  which  were  then 
formed,  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  them  •  but  only  that  M.  de 
Turenne  being  well  allured  that  there  would  quickly  be  a 
‘  change,  kept  clofe  to  his  troops,  or  in  places  not  far  from 
Bruflels.  As  there  was  due  from  the  Spaniards  above  three 
hundred  thoufand  crowns  to  accomplifh  the  treaty  made 
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i .  with  them,  M.  de  Fuenfaldagne  made  an  offer  to  M.  de 

—  Turenneof  a  hundred  thoufand  of  them-  but  he  did  not 
think  fit  to  take  them  at  a  time,  when  the  pofture  of 
affairs  would  oblige  him  perhaps  to  look  out  for  means 
to  difengage  himfelf  from  the  Spaniards.  Not  long  after, 
he  learnt  from  the  Sieur  de  la  Berge,  whom  Madame  de 
Longueville  had  fent  to  him,  that  the  Prince  was  got  out 
of  Havre,  and  was  gone  to  Paris.  He  alfo  learnt  at  the 
fame  time,  that  Cardinal  Mazarin  being  departed  from 
Court,  was  gone  to  Havre,  thinking  to  engage  the 
Prince  in  his  interefts,  and  to  perfuade  him  that  he  gave 
him  his  liberty,  though  he  was  forced  thereto  by  the  Re- 
monftrances  of  the  Parliament,  and  the  union  between 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Cardinal  de  Retz.  Cardi¬ 
nal  Mazarin  not  fucceeding  in  this  fcheme,  was  in  hopes 
the  Queen  would  leave  Paris  with  the  King,  and  come 
to  him  on  the  frontiers  of  Champagne  •  but  fhe  was  hin¬ 
dered  by  the  guards  which  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the 
people  pofted  before  the  Palais-Royal.  This  obliged  the 
Cardinal  to  go  to  Sedan,  afterwards  to  the  Country  of 
Liege,  and  from  thence  to  Cologne^  from  whence  he  re¬ 
turned,  as  fhall  be  taken  notice  of  hereafter. 

M.  Turenne  who  was  at  la  Roche  in  Ardenne,  went 
immediately  to  Stenai,  to  find  out  means  to  fatisfy  the 
other  claufe  of  the  Spanifh  treaty,  which  was,  after  the 
Prince’s  enlargement,  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  juft, 
equitable,  and  reafonable  peace.  He  fent  word  to  the 
Count  de  Fuenfaldagne,  that  though  the  Prince  was  at  li¬ 
berty,  which  was  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty,  and  that, 
confidering  a  failure  had  been  made  all  along  as  to  the 
payment  of  the  promifed  fums,  a  very  reafonable  pretext 
might  be  taken  to  get  quit  of  the  fecond  article  •  yet  the 
obliging  manner  in  which  he  had  always  a  died,  and  the 
certain  knowledge  that  it  was  mere  neceffity  and  no  ill- 
will  which  had  forced  him  to  this  failure ,  would  deter¬ 
mine  him  not  to  depart  from  Stenai  till  after  all  reafon¬ 
able  time  was  allowed  to  labour  in  the  execution  of  that 
fecond  article.  Being  arrived  at  Stenai,  he  found  letters 
which  the  Prince  wrote  to  Madame  de  Longueville,  by 
which  he  expreft  himfelf  earneftly  defirous  to  foe  her,  and 
palled  great  compliments  on  M.  de  Turenne  concerning 
every  thing  that  had  happened. 

Some 
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Some  few  days  after,  Madame  de  LongueviUe  fetAn.  1651. 

out  for  Paris,  having  fent  to  Bruffels  to  let  the  Spaniards  . — » 

know,  that  fhe  would  labour  heartily  in  the  affair  of  the 
peace,  and  would  fhew  her  thankfulnefs  for  their  afliftance 
in  procuring  the  Prince’s  liberty.  M.  de  Turenne  ftaid  at 
Stenai,  and  was  not  at  all  concerned  at  Madame  de  Lon- 
gueville’s  departing  from  thence :  not  but  that  there  was  a 
good-underftanding  between  them ;  but  not  being  extreme¬ 
ly  follicitous  about  his  own  private  intereft,  he  would  not 
leave  the  party  he  was  engaged  in  but  with  honour.  He 
wrote  to  the  Prince  that  he  thought  it  highly  proper  that 
fomebody  of  diftindfion  fhould  be  immediately  fent,  with 
orders  to  labour  in  the  bulinefs  of  the  peace,  and  that  it 
was  his  opinion  there  was  no  withdrawing  from  the  Spani¬ 
ards  with  a  good  grace,  till  he  and  his  friends  had  fhewn 
by  real  effects,  that  they  had  their  thoughts  ferioufly  upon 
it,  and  reafonable  overtures  were  made.  The  Court 
fent  M.  de  Croiili  to  Stenai ;  and  at  the  inftance  of  M. 
de  Turenne  at  Bruffels,  the  Archduke  fent  M.  Friquet. 

This  negotiation  was  earneftly  preffed,  and  it  was  propofed 
on  the  fide  of  France,  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  fhould  go 
with  a  full  power  to  the  frontier  with  certain  perfons  nam¬ 
ed,  if  the  Archduke  would  repair  thither  with  the  fame 
power  from  the  King  of  Spain,  which  the  Spaniards  had 
always  given  out  he  had.  Moreover,  M.  de  Turenne  fig- 
nified  to  the  Count  deFuenfaldagne,  that  fatisfa&ion  fhould 
be  given  to  Spain  with  regard  to  Portugal  and  Catalonia, 
provided  the  other  conditions  of  the  peace  were  reafon¬ 
able  :  but  ’twas  well  known  that  there  was  no  full  power 
in  Flanders,  and  that  in  all  probability  the  mighty  hopes 
that  had  been  conceived  in  Spain  of  civil  wars  in  France, 
had  banifh’d  all  thoughts  of  haftily  proceeding  to  a  peace. 

After  two  months  negotiation,  M.  de  Turenne  fent 
word  to  M.  de  Fuenfaldagne  that  having  done  on  his  fide 
every  thing  he  had  obliged  himfelf  to  do  in  order  to  a 
peace,  he  was  fetting  out  for  Paris :  he  at  the  fame  time 
thank’d  him  for  the  afliftance  he  had  received  from  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  the  civility  which  he  had  fhewn  him 
on  all  occalions,  and  acquainted  him  likewife  that  he  would 
give  order  for  three  or  four  hundred  horfe,  which  were 
left  him  after  the  battle  of  Rhetel,  and  which  he  had 
raifed  in  Germany,  to  come  to  him  in  France. 
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i .  Daring  M.  de  Turenne’s  abode  at  Stenai,  after  Madame 

—  de  Longueville  was  gone  from  thence,  he  perceived  by 
feveral  letters  from  the  Prince,  and  the  advices  he  had 
from  Paris,  that  he  often  changed  his  mind  fince  his  re- 
leafement  from  pril'on,  fometimes  wifhing  that  M.  de  Tu- 
renne  would  come  away  to  Paris,  and  at  other  times  liking 
better  he  fhould  continue  at  Stenai,  according  to  the  defire 
he  had  either  to  be  fpeedily  re-poffeffed  of  a  place  which 
M.  deTurenne  by  his  returning  would  reftore  to  him,  or 
to  continue  in  a  ftridt  friendfhip  with  the  Spaniards.  When 
Madame  de  Longueville  fet  out  from  Stenai,  Hie  would 
needs  engage  M.  deTurenne  to  give  her  his  word, to  con¬ 
tinue  always  in  the  Prince’s  interefts :  but  he,  believing, 
after  he  had  fhewn  fo  great  a  difintereftednefs  during  the 
Prince’s  confinement,  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  act  as  he 
thought  fitting,  told  Madame  de  Longueville  that  he  could 
not  give  her  his  word  to  do  as  fhedefired ;  but  that  after  he 
had  withdrawn  his  people  out  of  Stenai,  yielded  up  the  place 
into  the  Prince’s  hands,  and  fatisfied  the  Spaniards  touch¬ 
ing  the  article  of  peace,  he  would  repair  to  Paris,  where 
he  would  fee  the  Prince,  and  there  take  his  meafures. 
Accordingly  M.  deTurenne,  after  Madame  de  Longue¬ 
ville  was  let  out,  till  the  time  he  went  to  Paris,  would  ob- 
ferve  no  other  rule  for  his  behaviour,  but  that  of  giving  all 
the  time  necefiary  for  coming  off  well  with  the  Spaniards 
touching  the  article  of  peace ;  having  no  manner  of  im¬ 
patience  to  go  to  Paris,  where  however  he  well  knew  that 
all  thofe  of  the  Prince’s  party  were  taking  meafures  for 
their  own  private  interefts ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  mind¬ 
ing  his  own  affairs,  byhaftening  thither,  could  well  accord 
with  the  time  which  he  would  allow  to  convince  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  that  the  obftacle  of  the  peace  proceeded  from  the 
Archduke’s  not  having  full  power  to  treat.  M.  deTurenne 
having  been  fully  informed  herein,  and  convinced  that  it 
was  to  no  purpofe  to  continue  any  longer  at  Stenai,  he  fet 
out  from  thence,  and  returned  to  Paris.  Knowing  that 
the  Prince  and  a  great  many  perfons  of  quality  would  be 
for  coming;  to  meet  him,  he  without  the  affe&ation  of  de- 
firing  him  not  to  do  it,  came  to  Paris  a  day  fooner  than 
he  had  given  out  he  would,  not  being  at  all  fond  of  fuch 
fort  of  honours,  which  muft  needs  have  an  ill  grace,  when 
one  comes  from  among  the  enemy,  and  enters  a  place  where 
the  King  and  Queen  refide. 
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At  this  time,  the  Queen  was  fecretly  governed  by  the  An. 
counfels  of  the  Cardinal  alone,  though  outwardly  every 
thing  feemed  to  be  againft  his  returning  into  France.  Nay,, 
the  Parliament  made  frequent  remonftrances  thereupon  j 
but  though  th£King  and  Queen  gave  for  anfwer  that  they 
might  depend  upon  it  that  the  Cardinal  would  never  be  re¬ 
called  to  Court,  yet  all  fuch  as  would  obtain  favours 
from  the  Queen,  made  their  application  to  the  Cardinal  at 
Cologne.  The  Prince  held  frequent  Councils  at  the  Hotel 
de  Longueville,  was  upon  very  good  terms  with  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  and  very  rarely  went  to  the  Palais  Royal.  The 
Cardinal,  when  he  caufed  him  to  be  releaied  from  Havre, 
fancied  he  fhould  make  up  all  the  differences  with  him. 
After  he  was  arrived  at  Paris,  he  expreft  a  willingnefs  to 
complete  the  Prince  of  Conti’s  marriage  with  Mademoi- 
felle  de  Chevreufe,  which  was  one  of  the  conditions  on 
which  the  coadjutor  had  employed  his  endeavours  to  pro¬ 
cure  his  enlargement.  When  M.  de  Turenne  arrived  at 
Paris,  the  match  was  broke  off,  the  Coadjutor  was  very 
ill  with  the  Prince,  who  deiiring  the  government  of  Guy- 
enne  for  himlelf,  and  of  Provence  for  the  Prince  of  Con¬ 
ti,  began  to  make  up  with  the  Court  again,  without  how¬ 
ever,  as  he  faid,  having  any  communication  with  the  Cardi¬ 
nal  :  but  ic  is  very  certain  that  Madame  de  Longueville  and 
the  Prince  of  Conti  did  negotiate  with  the  Minifter  by  the 
means  of  the  Princefs  Palatine,  and  did  promife  that  the 
Prince  fhould  grow  more  eafy  in  the  point  of  the  Cardi¬ 
nal’s  return,  provided  he  had  what  he  ask’d.  The  Prince 
came  to  fee  M.  de  Turenne  as  foon  as  ever  he  heard  he  was 
arrived,  took  him  to  the  Louvre,  and  from  thence  to  dinner 
with  him,  and  afterwards  there  was  a  meeting  as  ufual  at  the 
Hotel  de  Longueville  j  but  M.  de  Turenne  after  that  day 
never  went  thither  any  more ;  having  eafily  perceived  both 
by  the  advices  he  had  at  Stenai,  and  by  what  he  faw  at 
Paris,  that  there  was  nothing  ftirring  but  private  interefts 
and  fair  outiide  appearances,  which  might  deceive  fuch  as 
had  no  clear  infight  into  things.  The  Prince  allured  M. 
de  Turenne  that  he  fhould  always  be  ready  to  do  him  the 
fame  fervice  he  had  lately  received  from  him,  and  would 
very  fain  have  had  him  ask  for  fomething  at  Court,  and 
promil'ed  to  follicit  it  for  him.  Mean  while,  the  King’s 
troops  having  had  good  winter-quarters  aflign’d  them,  were 
again  in  a  good  condition,  but  thole  of  M.  de  Turenne 
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An.  1651.  which  alone  had  employ’d  themfelves  for  the  Prince’s  liber- 

"  ■  ty,  remained  without  any  eftablifhment  or  any  quarters. 

The  Prince  offered  indeed  his  fervice  to  fpeak  about  it, 
but  he  did  not  ftir  in  it  as  a  thing  which  he  had  much  at 
heart. 

It  would  require  a  great  deal  of  time  to  fpeak  at  large 
of  every  particular  changing  of  fides  made  by  the  principal 
perfons  of  the  Court,  which  was  reduced  to  a  very  low 
ebb,  diflrufting  almoft  all  people  of  quality  reforting  thi¬ 
ther,  and  not  daring  to  execute  any  bold  ftroke  by  taking 
up,  or  fq  much  as  fhewing  the  leaft  ill-will  againft  any  per- 
fon  whatfoever.  M.  de  Turenne  having  upon  all  occafi- 
ons  acted  againft  the  intereft  of  Cardinal  Maxarin,  had 
no  thoughts  of  reconciling  himfelf  with  him,  nor  did  he 
fhew  himfelf  in  any  manner  of  hafte  to  gain  the  Queen’s 
favour  •  but  he  faw  fo  much  unfteadinefs  in  the  Prince’s 
way  of  thinking,  that  he  would  enter  into  no  new  engage¬ 
ment  with  him.  Nay,  long  after  his  return  to  Paris,  Ma¬ 
dame  de  Longueville  defiring  to  know  of  him  whether  he 
would  continue  in  his  adherence  to  the  Prince’s  intereft,  he 
told  her  that  what  he  had  done  in  time  paft  gave  him  rea- 
fbn,  feeing  him  at  liberty,  to  think  maturely  before  he  en¬ 
gaged  himfelf  again.  He  always  retained  the  fame  difpo- 
fition,  pretty  often  vifiting  the  Prince,  who  liv’d  in  good 
intelligence  with  him,  but  who  had  his  mind  fo  agitated 
with  different  thoughts,  that  M.  deTurenne  W'as  of  opini¬ 
on,  whether  he  flood  well  or  ill  with  the  Court,  he  could 
never  form  any  fure  tie  with  him.  .  Not  but  that  the 
Prince  exprefl  himfelf  highly  obliged  to  him,  and  had 
in  reality  a  great  efteem  for  him,  and  as  much  friend- 
fhip  as  for  any  man  whatever:  but  M.  deTurenne  con- 
fidered  that  it  was  not  confiftent  with  reafon  to  engage 
himfelf  again  ft  the  Court  in  a  labyrinth  of  affairs,  which 
he  knew  tended  only  to  procure  advantages  to  a  fmall 
number  of  people,  without  any  view  to  the  public  good. 

1  Thefe  confiderations  fixed  him,  ’tis  true,  in  a  refolution 

not  to  join  with  the  Prince’s  party  fince  his  coming  out  of 
priibn ;  but  neither  did  they  put  him  upon  any  mean  com¬ 
pliances  with  the  Court.  He  wifli’d  affairs  were  in  fuch 
a  condition  that  M.-de  Bouillon  and  he  might  again  be  well 
with  it,  but  he  took  no  unbecoming  fteps  thereto.  Du¬ 
ring  the  Cardinal’s  abience,  thofe  who  bore  the  greateft 
fway  'did  not  defire  that  either  M.de Bouillon  or  M.  deTu¬ 
renne 
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renne  fhould  ftrongly  unite  with  the  Court;  and  tho’  the  An.  i 
Prince  made  great  advances  to  the  two  Brothers,  yet  M.  — — 
deTurenne  was  poffeft  with  a  notion,  that  he  had  better 
do  anything  than  engage  in  his  party,  fince  what  had  palled ; 
and  was  firmly  refolved  to  live  for  the  future  a  ftranger  to 
all  cabals. 

Some  time  before  the  Prince  had  the  Government  of 
Guyenne  bellowed  on  him,  and  upon  the  Court’s  making 
a  difficulty  to  give  that  of  Provence  to  the  Prince  of 
Conti,  both  Tides  began  to  grow  more  and  more  fufpici- 
ous,  and  the  cabal  which  fupported  the  Prince  in  his 
pretenfions,  began  to  lofe  ftrength.  The  Prince  feeing 
it  could  not  procure  for  him  what  he  defired,  fet  him- 
felf  againft  it,  and  link’d  himfelf  clofer  than  ever  with  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  with  the  Malecontents,  and  with  Ma¬ 
dame  de  Longueville,  who  was  diffatisfied  with  the  Court’s 
delaying  to  give  the  Government  of  Provence  to  the  Prince 
of  Conti,  and  who  had  no  great  defire  to  return  to  Nor¬ 
mandy.  All  thefe  things  obliged  the  Prince  to  forbear 
going  to  the  Queen,  and  he  had  notice  given  him  that 
lince  this  new  coolnefs  there  was  Tome  private  talk  of  a  de- 
fign  to  put  him  under  arreft.  „  Thefe  whifperings,  joined 
with  an  alarm  he  had  one  night,  that  fome  Soldiers  were 
feen  marching  towards  the  Hotel  de  Conde,  obliged  him 
to  get  away  very  early  in  the  morning  to  St.  Maur,  two 
leagues  from  Paris. 

That  day,  all  fuch  as  were  entirely  attached  to  his,  inte- 
rell  went  and  waited  on  him,  and  M.  deTurenne  waited 
on  the  Queen.  As,  during  the  few  days  he  ftaid  at  St. 
Maur,  there  was  a  talk  of  a  negotiation,  and  many  went 
to  vifit  him  who  had  given  him  no  manner  of  pro- 
mife,  M.  de  Turenne  went  thither  alfo  :  he  had  a  dif- 
courfe  with  him,  which  lafted  two  hours,  in  the  park, 
where  they  both  went  to  take  the  air  together,  and  there 
were  no  compliments  which  the  Prince  did  not  make  him, 
in  expreffing  how  greatly  defirous  he  was  to  have  him 
of  his  party,  whofe  ftrength  he  fet  forth  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Provinces  that  would  declare  for  him,  and  by  the 
fituation  the  Court  was  in.  M.  deTurenne  kept  Heady 
to  his  firft  relblve,  not  to  enter  into  any  engagement,  nei¬ 
ther  would  he  come  to  any  explanation  with  him  about  the 
realons  which  hindered  him  from  going  into  this  affair ; 
which  indeed  were  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  made  it  fit  he  fhould 
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An.  1 65 1.  keep  them  to  himfelf  to  govern  his  own  conduct  by,  and 

*  ■  ■  ■  not  divulge  them  to  others ,  well-knowing  they  would 

have  no  effect,  and  being  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
temper  of  the  perfons  who  were  to  make  the  cabal. 

Nor  long  after  this,  the  Prince  returned  to  Paris,  ftill 
upon  very  bad  terms  with  the  Court ;  and  the  negotiations 
producing  no  fruit,  he  went  to  Montrond  with  the  Prince 
of  Conti  and  Madame  de  Longueville ;  and  at  length  into 
Guyenne,  where  he  began  to  declare  openly  againft  the 
Court.  The  chief  Minifters  who  oppofed  the  Prince’s 
eftablifhments,  had  pufh’d  at  him  as  much  as  they  could 
to  get  him  out  of  Paris ;  and  when  he  made  fome  pro- 
pofals  of  an  accommodation,  they  gave  an  ill  turn  to 
them :  This  whole  cabal  longing  for  his  abfence,  and  to 
fee  things  carried  to  extremes  againft  him.  Neither  did 
thefe  Gentlemen  find  their  account  in  M.  de  Bouillon  and 
M.  deTurenne’s  abiding  at  Court.  About  this  time,  the 
Court  went  to  Bourges,  and  from  thence  to  Poitiers,  with¬ 
out  communicating  their  meafures  to  the  two  brothers, 
out  of  a  perfuafion  that  this  treatment  would  drive  them 
into  the  Prince’s  party,  or  into  that  of  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  which  was  forming  at  Paris.  M.  de  Turenne  was 
ftill  of  opinion  to  ftand  for  fome  time  as  a  cypher,  rather 
than  embark  in  any  of  thefe  intrigues. 

An.  1652.  Mean  time,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Parliament 
— —  of  Paris  were  alarmed  at  the  return  of  Cardinal  Mazarin, 
who  having  ftaid  in  Germany  fince  the  Prince  was  fet  at 
liberty,  went  and  re-join’d  the  Court  at  Poitiers  with  four 
or  five  thoufand  men,  which  he  had  raifed,  and  fome  troops 
which  he  had  pick’d  up  on  the  frontier.  M.  de  Bouillon’s  af¬ 
fair  which  he  was  folliciting  the  Parliament  about,  was  at  its 
crifis  ;  and  this  kept  M.  de  Turenne  at  Paris  a  month  lon¬ 
ger  than  he  wifh’d :  for  he  had  a  mind  to  get  to  Court  at 
the  fame  time  with  Cardinal  Mazarin.  As  foon  as  M. 
de  Bouillon’s  affair  was  over,  M.  de  Turenne  going  to  Poi¬ 
tiers,  perceiv’d  that  the  Court  would  be  fo  altered  by  the 
Cardinal’s  return,  that  M.  de  Bouillon  and  he  would  be  well 
received  there  •  the  Cardinal  having  always  written  very 
much  in  their  favour,  when  once  he  knew  they  were  not 
embark’d  with  the  Prince :  whereas  all  who  were  about 
the  King  in  the  Cardinal’s  abfence,  made  it  their  bufmefs 
to  prejudice  the  two  Brothers. 


M.-de 
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M.  de  Turenne  found  the  Court  wholly  governed  by  An. 
the  Cardinal ;  but  affairs  were  in  a  great  perplexity,  as  — 
well  by  the  war  the  Prince  was  making  in  Guyenne,  as 
by  the  Duke  of  Orleans’s  troops  which  he  had  got  together 
again  on  the  river  Loire.  Befides,  the  Parliament  of  Pa¬ 
ris  had  fet  a  price  on  Cardinal  Mazarin’s  head,  and  had  en¬ 
tirely  attached  themfelves  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  The 
Court  quitted  Poitiers,  and  went  to  Saumur,  efcorted  by 
the  troops  which  the  Cardinal  had  brought.  The  Marfhal 
Hocquincourt  led  them  on  afterwards  to  the  walls  of  An¬ 
gers,  which  furrendered  after  fome  days  fiegej  and  the 
bridge  of  Ce  was  likewife  taken.  The  Court  went  from 
thence  to  Tours,  and  afterwards  to  Blois.  At  the  fame 
time  M.  de  Nemours  brought  fix  thoufand  men  from  Flan¬ 
ders,  confiding  of  the  Prince’s  troops,  and  the  German 
regiments  which  the  Spaniards  had  given  him.  They  found 
no  difficulty  in  eroding  through  France,  there  being  no 
troops  to  oppofe  them,  and  came  and  joined  Gallon’s 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Orleans,  which  city,  by 
Mademoifelle’s  arrival,  kept  firm  to  the  party  of  the 
Princes. 

In  thefe  circumflances  the  Court  got  together  fome 
troops  which  were  at  Montrond,  and  fent  for  more  from 
Champagne  j  and  M.  de  Turenne  accepted  of  the  com¬ 
mand  of  them.  ’T was  thought  at  Court  that  he  would  make 
fome  difficulty  about  Marfhal  Hocquincourt’s  joining  him 
with  the  troops  which  had  brought  back  Cardinal  Mazarin  -y 
but  feeing  that  there  was  a  neceffity  to  proceed  directly 
to  the  retrieving  of  affairs,  at  a  time  when  they  were  in 
fo  bad  a  condition,  he  made  no  manner  of  fcruple  of  it  ^ 
and  two  days  afterwards,  fearing  left  the  enemy  ffiould 
feize  the  bridge  of  Gergeau,  he  repaired  thither.  M.de 
Palluau  was  arrived  there  the  day  before  by  his  order,  and 
had  broke  down  part  of  the  bridge.  As  M.  de  Turenne 
brought  thither  but  a  handful  of  men,  the  King’s  Army 
being  fix  or  feven  leagues  off,  he  caufed  the  bridge  to  be 
repaired  to  give  a  jealoufy  to  the  enemy,  and  make  them 
believe  he  would  attack  them,  not  imagining  that  on  their 
part  they  would  entertain  the  leaf!  thoughts  of  forcing  the 
bridge.  This  however  did  not  hinder  him  from  marching 
thither ;  at  firft  there  were  only  two  hundred  Musketeers  of 
the  regiment  of Uxelles,  without  ammunition.  Orders  were 
fent  to  haften  the  march  of  three  or  four  regiments  of  foot 
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An.  *652  which  were  two  leagues  off ;  but  while  they  were  coming 

- - up,  the  enemy  made  their  utmoft  effort,  and  carried  above 

half  the  bridge.  M.deTurenne,  the  Marfhal  d’Hocquin- 
court,  and  a  great  many  Officers  made  a  barricado  in  what 
was  left  them  . of  the  bridge,  there  being  no  longer  any 
Soldiers  that  could  fire,  for  want  of  ammunition j  and  the 
enemy’s  cannon  all  the  while  annoy’d  them  very  much.  M. 
de  Longpre  was  wounded  there  with  a  iplinter,  as  like- 
wife  feveral  Officers.  At  laft,  after  having  maintained  this 
poll:  a  long  time  againft  all  the  enemy’s  troops,  the  regi¬ 
ments  came  up,  which  obliged  the  enemy  to  keep  on  t’other 
fide  the  water.  The  Court  palled  pretty  near  the  place  in 
their  way  to  Sul  li,  and  thofe  regiments  were  above  three  hours 
before  they  arrived.  So  that  had  the  enemy  made  a  puffi 
at  the  barricade,  they  had  certainly  carried  the  bridge,  and 
the  King  and  Queen  would  have  run  a  great  risk ;  for  the 
Army  not  being  got  together,  they  would  have  found  fome 
difficulty  to  efcape.  W e  broke  down  the  bridge  of  Ger- 
geau  ■  and  that  of  Gien  being  of  great  confequence,  we 
march’d  thither  with  the  whole  Army,  which,  two  days 
after,  croffed  the  river  Loire  there,  and  the  Court  went 
thither  likewife  to  refide. 

News  was  at  the  fame  time  brought  that  the  Prince  was 
come  from  Guyenne,  and  had  joined  his  Army  with  fix 
or  feven  perfons  along  with  him ,  and  after  the  rebels  had 
made  great  rejoicings  for  his  coming,  he  marched  to  Mon- 
targis,  which  furrendered  immediately,  there  being  no 
body  there  to  defend  it.  His  Army  confifted  of  fix  or  feven 
thoufand  foot,  and  five  thoufand  horfe,  being  made  up  of 
M.  d’Orleans’s  troops,  his  own,  and  this  reinforcement 
from  Flanders.  The  King’s  Army  had  four  or  five  thou¬ 
fand  foot,  and  four  thoufand  horfe.  It  was  in  the  month 
cf  April,  and  there  was  no  means  of  fublifting  together 
upon  account  of  forrage  ^  fo  that  the  King’s  Army,  after 
•paffing  the  river  Loire  at  Gien,  marched  behind  the  canal 
of  Briare,  that  they  might  have  a  little  more  room  to  ex¬ 
tend  themfelves.  The  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  took  up 
his  Quarters  at  Bleneau  with  all  his  troops,  and  M.  deTu- 
renne  with  his  at  Briare.  Next  day,  he  went  and  dined 
at  Bleneau  with  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt,  who  told  him, 
that  having  fent  out  parties  to  Chateaurenard,  intelligence 
Was  brought  him,  that  the  Prince  was  marching  towards 
Burgundy.  When  M.  de  Turenne  had  left  him  and  got 
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oack  to  his  own  quarters,  he  had  notice  at  feven  a  clock  An.  1652. 

that  evening  by  a  mellenger  from  Marihal  d’Hocquincourt,  — - 

that  the  Prince  was  marching  diredtly  to  Bleneau ;  and  in 
fadl  the  Prince  having  learnt  that  the  Marlhal’s  quarters 
were  a  little  fcattered,  marched  ftrait  to  Chatillon, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Canal,  on  which  the  Marihal 
d’Hocquincourt  had  polled  his  Dragoons :  the  Prince  hav¬ 
ing  carried  that  poll  without  any  reliftance,  palled  the  ca¬ 
nal  with  his  whole  Army  at  the  dole  of  the  day.  Marihal 
d’Hocquincourt  not  believing  his  march  could  be  lb  ex¬ 
peditious,  and  confiding  that  his  Dragoons  would  have  held 
out  longer  at  the  paffage  of  the  canal,  had  waited  a  little 
while  before  he  got  his  troops  together  •  but  receiving  ad¬ 
vice  that  the  Dragoons  were  attack’d  on  the  canal,  he  lent 
in  all  hafte  for  his  cavalry,  which  was  very  near  him,  and 
marched  where  the  alarm  was.  He  found  the  Prince  was 
actually  palled  j  and  refolving  to  oppofe  him  behind  a  vil¬ 
lage  which  was  a  pretty  way  off  the  place  where  he  had 
paffed,  he  charged  twice  or  thrice  with  his  cavalry,  which 
was  broken  •  his  infantry  not  having  time  to  come  to  the 
rendezvous,  retired  to  Bleneau.  The  few  that  were  in  the 
field  were  difperfed  j  but  as  it  was  night,  the  cavalry  loll 
no  great  number  of  men :  their  baggage  was  entirely  plun¬ 
dered-  and  the  enemy  not  daring  to  follow  them  over-ha- 
llily,  the  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt,  after  -he  had  done  all 
that  was  poffible  in  the  adtion,  retiring  with  a  good  party 
near  to  Bleneau,  marched  along  the  road  to  St.  Fargeau. 

M.  deTurenne,  as  foon  as  he  had  notice  that  the  ene¬ 
my  was  marching,  fent  in  all  halle  to  his  cavalry  which 
were  in  three  or  four  villages  within  a  league  of  him,  and 
ordered  them  to  repair  between  Bleneau  and  Ozouer, 
where  M.  de  Navailles  was  with  four  regiments.  As  for 
his  part,  he  hallened  thither  with  what  infantry  he  had  in 
his  quarter.  When  he  was  got  upon  the  heights  of  Ozofier, 
he  received  advice  by  perfons  he  had  fent  to  Marihal  d’Hoc¬ 
quincourt  to  let  him  know  of  his  marching,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  were  in  full  march  between  Ozoiier  and  Bleneau.  He 
faw  two  or  three  of  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt’s  quarters 
on  fire  j  and  it  being  in  the  night,  we  hearK^as  we  went 
alide  at  fome  little  diilance  from  the  troops,  the  found  of 
the  enemies  drums  and  kettle-drums.  Some  would  fain 
have  flattered  themfelves  that  it  was  only  a  llrong  party  y 
Fut  it  was  prefently  notorious  that  the  Prince’s  whole  Ar- 
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An.  1652.  my  was  there.  M.  de  Turenne  had  with  him  no  more 

- - than  two  regiments  of  horfe,  and  two  thoufand  foot ;  the 

whole  cavalry  not  being  as  yet  at  the  rendezvous,  which 
was,  as  I  have  faid,  between  Ozoiier  andBleneau.  Never- 
tljelefs  M.  de  Turenne,  perceiving  that  if  he  did  not  go 
and  meet  his  cavalry,  they  would  be  intercepted  by  the 
enemy,  and  his  Army  thereby  routed,  and  all  affairs  ruin’d, 
judged  that  by  favour  of  the  night  he  might  venture  this 
march,  tho’  very  near  the  enemy,  and  fo  went  towards 
Bleneau,  in  hopes  to  meet  his  cavalry  on  the  way.  We 
had  no  guides,  and  ever  and  anon  liftened  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  we  did  not  draw  too  near  the  enemy’s  Army.  At  day 
break  M.  de  Turenne  found  himfelf  in  a  large  plain,  and 
refolved  to  wait  there  for  his  cavalry,  which  he  faw  ap¬ 
pear  as  foon  as  the  fun  arofe.  As  foon  as  ever  he  had 
joined  them,  he  chofe  rather  to  march  up  directly  to  the 
Prince,  though  inferior  to  him  two  thirds  in  troops,  than 
wait  for  him,  and  give  him  time  entirely  to  defeat  Mar- 
fhal  d’Hocquincourt.  Having  march’d  a  quarter  of  a 
league  into  the  plain,  he  came  to  a  little  wood,  and  com¬ 
manded  his  horfe  and  foot  to  halt  on  the  hither  fide  of 
it,  and  with  fix  fquadrons  he  paffed  beyond,  and  faw 
the  Prince’s  whole  Army  advancing,  having  given  over 
the  purfuit  of  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt,  upon  receiving  ad¬ 
vice  of  M.  deTurenne’s  marching  againft  him.  Thefirft 
-  thing  M.  de  Turenne  did  was  to  lead  back  thofe  fix  fqua¬ 
drons,  well  knowing  that  if  he  fhould  attempt  to  fight  it 
out  with  the  Prince  at  this  little  wood,  he  had  not  infan¬ 
try  capable  of  Handing  againft  his ;  and  that  the  Prince, 
after  he  had  driven  his  infantry  out  of  the  wood  by  the 
fire,  the  cavalry  alone  would  make  but  little  refiftance, 
and  efpecially  after  being  hurt  by  the  fire,  which  they  muft 
fuftain  in  fupporting  the  infantry. 

Before  the  Prince  arrived  in  the  wood,  M.  de  Turenne 
withdrew  all  his  infantry,  and  ranged  in  battalia  at  fuch  a 
diftance,  that  the  Prince’s  infantry  which  was  in  the  wood, 
could  do  him  no  damage ;  and  withal  he  did  this  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  the  Prince  could  not  draw  up  in  order  of 
battld^' M.  de  Turenne  not  having  left  him  ground  to  do 
it  in.  They  both  continued  fome  time  in  prefence  of 
each  other.  The  Prince  having  extended  his  two  wings, 
and  making  as  if  he  refolved  to  pafs  in  battle-array  that 
little  wood,  there  being  nothing  to  hinder  his  coming  at 
4  M.  de 
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M.  deTurenne,  but  only  a  fmall  caufey,  which  was  call  An.  1652. 
up  by  the  Peafants  for  a  boundary  to  diftinguilh  their  ■ 
properties. 

Continuing  feme  time  in  this  poflure,  and  the  Prince’s 
Army  appearing  no  longer  in  the  wood,  M.  deTurenne 
believing  they  were  marching  fecretly,  and  might  be  en¬ 
deavouring  to  reach  a  place  at  a  greater  diftance  from  him, 
where  they  might  draw  up  in  order  of  battle,  march’d  along 
the  plain  towards  the  place  whither  the  enemy  were  filing  off; 
but  the  Prince  thinking  he  was  retreating,  began  to  caufe 
his  Army  to  pafs,  which  M.  de  Turenne  obferving,  fud- 
denly  faced  about,  and  return’d  in  battalia  to  the  fame 
place  which  he  had  quitted ;  but  he  hindered  his  men 
from  charging  the  enemy.  The  Prince  at  the  fame  time 
re-pafs’d  the  caufey;  and  M.  de  Turenne  cauling  his  can¬ 
non  to  advance,  made  a  great  execution  of  the  troops  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  a  multitude  both  of  Officers  and 
Soldiers  killed. 

And  now  Marlhal  d’Hocquincourt  being  perfuaded  that 
M.  de  Turenne  had  not  retreated,  came  up  with  his  ca¬ 
valry,  inflead  of  repaffing  the  river  Loire,  as  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  perfons  had  advifed  him  to  do.  M.  de  Bouillon  came 
likewife  with  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  quality  from 
the  Court  which  was  at  Gien,  whither  fome  had  fled,  af¬ 
firming  that  the  Army  was  entirely  defeated.  Both  Armies 
flood  looking  on  each  other  till  night,  and  then  retired  on 
both  fides,  the  King’s  Army  to  Briare,  and  that  of  the 
Prince  to  Chatillon,  who  not  having  attack’d  the  infantry 
which  was  left  in  Bleneau,  went  the  next  night  and  rejoin’d 
the  Army.  Some  days  after,  the  Prince  departed  from 
Chatillon  ,  his  Army  made  the  bell  of  their  way  to  Mon- 
targis,  and  he  himfelf  went  to  Paris,  where  he  thought  his 
prefence  was  neceflary. 

The  King’s  Army  having  march’d  to  St.  Fargeau,  M. 
deTurenne  was  of  opinion,  that  if  he  made  good  halle, 
the  Prince’s  Army  would  not  in  his  abfence  fo  foon  take 
a  refolution  to  march,  and  that  he  might  poffibly  get  the 
flart  of  them,  put  himfelf  between  Paris  and  the  enemy, 
fecure  Corbeil  and  Melun  for  the  King,  prevent  the  re¬ 
cruits  which  were  railing  at  Paris  from  coming  to  the 
Army  of  the  Princes,  cut  off  their  communication  with 
that  capital,  and  thereby  totally  ruin  their  whole  party. 

The  Court  went  thro’  Auxerre  and  Sens  to  get  to  Me¬ 
lun, 
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An.  1652.11m,  while  the  Army  leaving  Montargis  on  the  left,  came 

— - - very  near,  in  order  to  give  a  jealoufy  to  the  Army  of  the 

Princes  5  and  marching  day  and  night,  arrived  at  Moret, 
where  news  was  brought  that  the  enemy,  departing  from 
Alontgaris,  intended  by  going  thro’  laFerte  to  gain  a  rivulet 
which  runs  to  Villeroi  •  but  having  diflodged  too  late,  as 
M.  de  T urenne  had  forefeen,  for  want  of  leaders,  and  like- 
wife  delaying  too  long  to  come  to  a  refolution,  the  King’s 
Army  crofted  the  river  at  Moret ;  and  from  thence  march¬ 
ing  thro’  Fountainbleau,  arrived  at  la  Ferte  an  hour  before 
that  of  the  Princes,  who  not  daring  to  go  on  to  Villeroi, 
turned  on  the  left  to  Eftampes,  where  they  put  thern- 
felves  under  cover,  after  they  had  let  the  King’s  Army 
execute  their  defign :  the  latter  taking  up  their  quarters 
at  Chatres,  where  they  took  a  great  number  of  prifoners, 
who  were  going  from  Paris  to  the  Rebels  Army. 

The  Court  came  to  Alelun,  and  M.  de  Turenne  was 
very  earneft  for  having  them  go  directly  to  Paris,  where 
Monfieur  and  the  Prince  were  without  troops,  and  could 
no  longer  lay  any  ftrefs  on  their  Army :  betides,  there  was 
in  the  city  fo  great  cabals  againft  them,  that  the  people 
would  not  have  taken  arms  againft  che  King  fopported  by 
liis  Army.  There  were  reafons  which  hindered  them  from 
doing  this,  and  which  were  not  without  appearance  of  a 
juft  foundation:  fo  the  King  went  to  St.  Germain,  where 
with  fome  companies  of  guards  and  others  detach’d  from 
the  Army,  almoft  all  the  avenues  about  Paris  were  taken, 
after  having  defeated  fome  parties  w'hich  came  out,  and 
■driven  them  back  to  the  very  gates  of  the  fuburbs. 

The  Army  of  the  Princes  remained  fome  time  at  Eftampes, 
and  that  of  the  King  at  Chatres.  As  Mademoiielle  at  her 
return  from  Orleans  remained  at  Eftampes  two  days,  and 
advice  was  brought  that  the  Army  of  the  Princes  had  not 
been  out  a  forraging,  becaufe  they  were  defirous  to  pals 
in  review  before  her  ;  and  that  the  fame  day  on  which  lire 
would  come  to  Chatres  in  her  way  to  Paris  with  a  pafl- 
port,  the  Army  would  go  a  forraging  5  M.  de  Turenne 
propofed  to  Alarlhal  d’Hocquincourt,  -which  he  entirely 
approved  of,  to  leave  all  the  baggage  at  Chatres,  march 
all  night,  and  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Eftampes 
between  two  and  three  in  the  morning,  to  fee  if  they  could 
undertake  any  thing.  M.  de  Turenne  ftill  fancied  that  the 
Prince  being  abfent  -from  the  Army,  the  General  Officers 

would 
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would  be  in  no  very  good  pofture  to  receive  an  enemy,  An. 
and  it  happened  accordingly  :  the  Army  of  the  Princes  did  — — 
not  go  to  forrage,  nor  did  Mademoifdle  fee  the  review 
till  the  morning  when  the  King’s  troops  approached  near 
Eftampes.  The  Army  of  the  Princes  was  without  doubt 
vaftly  ftronger  than  the  King’s.  We  made  a  hafty  march, 
in  hopes  to  find  them  in  the  field,  and  Marfhal  d’Hocquin- 
court  had  the  van.  When  we  were  got  above  Eftampes, 
we  faw  the  enemy  retire  into  the  town.  We  continued 
marching  as  far  as  the  eminences  of  the  fuburb,  where 
we  faw  a  great  number  bf  foot  and  fome  fquadrons :  we 
at  the  fame  time  perceived  on  a  rifing-ground  behind  the 
fuburb  a  great  body  of  horfe  in  order  of  battle  •  but  there 
being  two  or  three  diftindt  fuburbs,  a  very  large  town,  a 
Country  divided  by  two  rivulets,  and  a  world  of  little 
hills,  it  was  no  eafy  matter  for  us  to  difcern  the  enemy’s 
true  pofture.  We  refolved  to  attack  that  fuburb,  where 
was  the  body  of  foot  with  an  intrenchment  quite  round 
them,  and  a  brook  before  them.  The  battle  was  very  ob- 
ftinate :  the  Count  de  Broglio,  M.  de  Navailles,  and  M. 
deVaubecourt  behav’d  mighty  well,  and  the  infantry  were 
a  long  time  engaged  in  a  clofe  fight ;  though  the  King’s 
infantry  perform’d  their  duty  to  admiration,  it  was  Tu- 
renne’s  regiment  alone  which  prevailed  on  the  lefc  over 
the  enemy’s  infantry  :  A  great  many  Officers  and  Soldiers 
of  other  regiments  joining  themfelves  under  their  colours, 
four  or  five  regiments  of  cavalry  entered  the  fuburb,  and 
broke  the  enemy’s  horfe  which  fupported  their  foot.  The 
regiment  of  Uxelles  was  ordered  to  poffc  themfelves  in  the 
fuburb  which  faced  the  city,  where  his  Highnefs’s  regi¬ 
ment  and  that  of  Languedoc  being  inclofed,  made  vigo¬ 
rous  efforts  to  regain  the  poft,  that  they  might  afterwards 
fecond  their  men  in  the  fuburb  :  nay,  once  the  regiment 
of  Uxelles  was  fo  lhaken,  that  they  began  to  quit  their 
poft.  M.  deTurenne  meeting  with  the  Meftre  deCamp’s 
regiment  of  horfe,  marched  with  it  with  all  diligence, 
to  fupport  that  other  regiment,  and  helped  it  to  regain 
its  poft,  which  it  kept  afterwards.  Marfhal  d’Hocquin- 
court  did  very  well  in  the  fuburb  •  and  after  a  fight  of 
three  hours,  we  entirely  defeated  nine  regiments  of  infan¬ 
try,  and  four  or  five  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  and  took  tw.o 
thoufand  prifoners,  and.  a  great  number  of  Officers. 
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An.  165 z.  As  foon  as  the  action  in  the  fuburb  was  Over,  the  ene- 

— — —  ray’s  cavahy,  which  was  upon  an  eminence,  re-entered 
the  town :  the  King’s  Army  went  a  league  from  thence,' 
and  next  day  to  Chatres.  Two  days  after,  we  quartered  at 
Palifeau,  the  better  to  cut  off  all  communication  between 
Paris  and  the  Army  that  was  at  Eftampes ;  and  fome  ca¬ 
valry  of  our  Army  was  ordered  to  the  Court  at  St.  Ger¬ 
main,  with  which  body  and  fome  companies  of  guards,  M. 
deTurenne  recovered  Ille- Adam,  and  afterwards  St.  Denis, 
where  we  left  a  garrifon,  and  we  drove  before  us  all  that 
came  out  of  Paris  back  to  the  very  gates,  after  taking  a 
great  many  prifoners.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the 
Prince  being  at  Paris,  could  have  no  relief  from  their 
Army,  and  had  nothing  but  fome  few  recruits  about 
them. 

As  there  was  now  nothing  but  the  troops  left  at  Eftampes, 
that  could  give  fpirit  or  vigour  to  Paris  and  all  the  other 
towns  of  the  party  on  this  fide  the  Loire,  M.  de  Turenne 
thought  he  muft  make  his  principal  pufh  there,  and  oblige 
them  either  to  quit  Eftampes,  that  he  might  give  them 
battle,  or  ruin  them  therein  by  famine.  He  ask’d  the 
neceffary  things  of  the  Court  ■  but  they  could  not  fumifh, 
by  a  great  deal,  what  was  wanted  for  tools  and  warlike 
ftores.  Notwithftanding  this  defedt,  M.  de  Turenne 
thought  he  ought  not  to  give  over  his  enterprize,  and 
that  his  time  could  not  be  better  employ’d  than  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  difperfe  that  Army,  which  was  the  foundation  of 
the  civil  war.  He  marched  therefore  with  the  King’s  Army, 
and  went  and  pitched  on  a  mountain  clofe  to  Eftampes. 
Getting  thither  betimes  in  the  morning,  he  took  before 
night  all  the  houfes  widiout  the  town,  after  a  good  deal 
of  skirmifhing. 

There  were  in  the  town  three  or  four  thoufand  foot, 
and  three  thoufand  horfe  :  M.  deTurenne  had  fix  thoufand 
foot,  and  four  thoufand  horfe.  He  lodged  the  troops  which 
Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  had  commanded,  (who  was 
gone  to  his  government)  on  the  right  hand,  under  the 
command  of  M.  de  Navailles,  and  polled  himfelf  on  the 
left,  poffeffing  all  the  eminences  on  the  fide  of  Eftampes : 
he  would  not  ftir  from  a  rivulet  on  the  other  fide  till  he 
had  made  a  good  entrenchment  there.  We  began  to  make 
a  line  againft  the  town,  which  was  not  above  a  good 
musket-lhot  off;  we  had  no  occafion  to  make  any  other, 

there 
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there  being  no  enemy  to  be  apprehended  on  the  fide  of  An. 
the  Country.  Thofe  within  the  town  made  frequent  fal-  — 
lies ,  and  the  work  going  on  very  flow  for  want  of  tools, 
we  could  fcarce  put  it  in  a  condition  to  hinder  the  horfes 
from  leaping  it  in  almofl:  every  part.  One  day,  as  the 
Soldiers  were  at  work  with  feven  or  eight  Iquadrons  to 
fupport  them,  the  befieged  made  a  Tally,  killed  fourfcore 
or  a  hundred  of  them,  pufh’d  the  guard  of  thofe  feven  or 
eight  fquadrons,  and  came  very  forward  out  of  the  town. 
Almofl:  all  the  horfe  were  out  a  forraging  •  but  all  the  Officers 
ran  to  the  charge,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  again  with 
great  brisknefs.  There  were  abundance  killed  on  both  fides. 

The  lines  being  finifhed,  we  applied  ourfelves  to  keep 
the  enemies  cavalry  from  going  out  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  town  to  forrage.  We  took  our  polls  to  fhut  them 
up  in  that  part,  and  no  day  pafs’d  without  forrte  action. 
The  corn  of  Beaufle,  which  they  had  laid  up  at  Eflampes, 
fubfifted  the  befieged  fome  time  •  but  at  length  they 
began  to  be  very  much  put  to’t  for  forrage,  when  M.  de 
Turenne  heard  that  M.  de  Lorrain,  who  had  re-aflem- 
bled  his  troops  in  Allace  and  Flanders,  was  engaged 
in  the  party  of  the  Princes,  and  marching  towards 
Paris.  As  he  at  firlt  averr’d  that  he  came  to  ferve  the 
Court,  he  had  provifions  given  him  throughout  France 
for  his  paflge.  This  news  made  M.  de  Turenne  change 
all  his  meafures  ;  and  judging  that  he  could  not  better 
pafs  the  campaign,  than  in  difperfing  the  Army  of  the 
Princes,  which  a  month  before  was  llronger  than  the 
King’s,  and  made  up  of  old  regiments,  he  call  about 
to  make  fome  attempt  againll  the  town,  to  fee  if  he 
could  not  take  it  before  M.  de  Lorrain  approached,  well 
knowing  that  fo  foon  as  ever  he  was  within  feven  or  eight 
leagues  of  him,  he  mull  draw  off  and  retire.  Having  no 
artillery-equipage,  the  King’s  horfes  were  fent  him,  as  like- 
wife  thofe  of  the  Queen,  and  of  feveral  perfons  of  Quality, 
and  a  battery  was  begun  to  be  raifed :  the  enemy  had  before 
the  wall  which  was  to  be  battered,  a  large  half-moon,  which 
we  carried  in  the  night  time  after  a  Iharp  conflict :  we  re¬ 
mained  mailers  of  it  till  day-break,  and  then  the  enemy 
Tallied  out  again  from  the  town,  and  thofe  who  had  the 
keeping  of  the  half-moon,  having  taken  a  fright,  the  ene¬ 
my  regain’d  it.  There  was  no  fuch  thing  as  a  trench  to 
go  to  it,  nor  any  cover  bu,t  a  little  valley,  which  was  two 

hundred 
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An.  1 65 2. hundred  paces  off.  All  the  foot  were  difcouraged,  both 

— — 6 — -—by  the  night-engagement,  and  by  the  lofs  of  the  half¬ 
moon.  M.  de  Turenne  feeing  at  dawn  of  day  that  the 
enemy  neglected  the  lodgment  of  the  half-moon,  went 
away  to  his  quarters  ■  but  hearing  an  alarm,  he  returned 
with  all  fpeed :  he  commanded  his  regiment  of  foot  to  go 
and  retake  the  half-moon,  who  placing  their  colours  at  their 
head,  without  any  troops  to  fecond  them,  march’d  thro’ 
the  open  field ;  and  receiving  the  whole  fire  of  the  curtin, 
entered  the  ditch  of  the  half-moon,  which  was  tumbled 
down  by  the  work  in  the  night,  mounted  the  top  of  it, 
fixed  their  colours  on  the  parapet,  entered  therein,  drove 
the  enemy  out,  and  made  a  lodgment.  This  action  paffed 
in  view  of  the  whole  Army,  and  was  thought  to  be  one 
of  the  gallanted:  that  had  been  performed  fince  the  war. 
The  belieged  left  tilings  in  this  pofture  till  two  a  clock  in 
the  afternoon :  then  they  fallied  afrefh  with  four  battalions 
and  twenty  fquadrons  of  horfe,  designing  to  proceed  to 
the  battery,  and  retake  the  half-moon ;  but  after  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  a  very  long  continuance,  and  wherein  a  world 
of  Officers  and  Soldiers  on  both  fides  were  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed,  they  retired  into  the  town,  without  having  had  any 
advantage.  Thus  we  kept  the  half-moon,  from  whence 
we  continued  to  demoliffi  the  fortifications  of  the  place. 

In  the  fuburb,  where  the  regiment  of  guards  made  their 
attack,  a  lodgment  was  contriving,  in  order  to  apply  the 
miners  to  the  walls  of  the  town,  when  advice  came  that 
M.  de  Lorrain  (having  concluded  his  treaty  with  the  Princes, 
who  preffed  him  to  haften  the  relief  of  Eftampes)  was 
marching  with  all  expedidon  to  Paris;  he  quartered  his 
Army  along  the  river  Seine,  a  little  above  Charenton :  a 
bridge  of  boats  was  immediately  brought  him  from  Paris. 
It  being  now  impoffible  for  M.  de  Turenne  to  continue 
any  longer  before  Eftampes,  having  an  enemy  behind  him, 
without  lines  of  circumyallation,  or  means  to  forrage, 
fent  to  Court  to  let  them  know  he  was  forced  to  raife 
the  fiege.  As  he  was  totally  unprovided  with  artillery- 
equipage,  horfes  were  fent  him  from  Court.  In  two  or 
three  turns,  he  brought  away  his  cannon  from  the  batte¬ 
ries,  and  carried  off  all  the  ftores  into  a  fmall  endofed 
town,  two  leagues  from  Eftampes,  and  afterwards  retired 
with  the  Army. 


When 
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When  M.de  Lorrain  found  that  the  fiege  of  Eftampes  An 
Was  raifed,  he  continued  in  his  poft,  and  making  a  merit  — 
to  the  Princes  of  his  having  caufed  the  raifing  of  the  hege, 
he  at  the  fame  time  began  again  to  negotiate  with  the 
Court :  but  as  he  had  adted  in  this  manner  ever  lince  he 
left  his  own  Country,  no  body  laid  any  ftrefs  on  his 
profeffions.  M.  de  Turenne  hearing  that  he  was  not 
intrench’d,  but  had  pitch’d  in  a  plain,  after  Praying  four 
days  from  the  railing  the  liege  of  Eftampes,  order’d  his 
baggage  to  follow  him  to  Corbeil,  where  he  left  it.  Hear¬ 
ing  that  M.  de  Lorrain  was  march’d  to  Villeneuve  Saint 
George,  which  was  a  better  poft,  he  march’d  on,  crofs’d 
a  wood,  and  was  informed  that  M.  de  Lorrain’s  whole 
Army  having  taken  the  alarm,  was  lodged  on  an  eminence, 
with  a  rivulet  before  them,  which  was  not  fordable.  Not- 
withftanding  this  advantage,  M.  de  Turenne  without  lofs 
of  time  march’d  towards  him.  Coming  to  a  riling-ground, 
over-againft  M.  de  Lorrain’s  camp,  the  rivulet  between 
them,  he  fent  parties  along  the  lide,  to  fee  if  there  was  no 
bridge  or  ford :  being  informed  that  half  a  league  from  the 
enemy’s  camp,  there  was  a  bridge  which  might  be  made 
fit,  he  marched  thither  with  all  poftible  expedition,  caufed 
fome  planks  to  be  put  in  order  again ;  and  having  feized 
a  houfe  on  the  other  fide,  began  to  caufe  his  Soldiers  to 
file  off  one  after  another  over  that  bridge. 

M.  de  Lorrain  would  not  ftir  a  ftep  out  of  his  camp, 
having  caufed  fix  redoubts  to  be  raifed  in  all  hafte  towards 
the  plain,  and  being  covered  in  the  flanks  by  the  river,  a 
wood,  and  a  brook.  The  King’s  troops  having  all  palled  over 
before  night ;  and  M.  de  Turenne  finding  that  if  he  did 
not  gain  the  bridge  on  the  Seine  which  M.de  Lorrain  had 
caufed  to  be  brought  up  along  with  him,  the  Army  from 
Eftampes  would  come  and  join  that  Prince,  haftened  his 
march  all  night  through  defiles,  and  was  at  day-break  with 
his  whole  Army  in  che  plain,  where  there  was  nothing  now 
that  could  hinder  him  from  marching  to  the  enemy’s  camp. 
Had  the  Army  of  the  Princes  joined  that  of  the  Lorrain- 
ers,  the  King’s  Army  muft  not  have  retired,  but  the  Court 
muft  have  made  ufe  of  it  to  efcort  them  to  Lyons.  Affairs 
were  at  fuch  a  crifis,  that  two  or  three  hours  might  have 
given  things  a  new  face.  When  day  light  appear’d,  we 
were  a  little  recovered  of  the  diforder  occafioned  by  our 
nocturnal  march,  and  advanced,  in  order,  dircdUy  to  M.  de 
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652.  Lorrain’s  camp.  This  Prince  having,  as  ufual,  nego- 

““—tiated  away  all  the  preceding  days,  fent  his  Captain 
of  the  Guards  to  M.  de  Turenne,  as  foon  as  he  knew  he 
was  marching  up  to  him.  Mean  while,  he  fet  men  at 
work  to  make  lines  between  his  redoubts  towards  the 
plain.  M.  de  Beaufort  was  in  his  camp  with  a  thoufand 
or  twelve  hundred  men  of  the  troops  of  the  Princes.  M. 
de  Turenne  prefently  found  that  this  Captain  of  Guards 
only  came  to  retard  his  march ;  and  there  being  nothing 
fo  much  to  be  feared  as  a  negotiation  at  a  diftance  from 
the  Lorrain  ers  camp,  he  loll  not  a  moment’s  time,  but 
advanced  ftrait  to  the  camp,  defiring  above  all  things  to 
be  afeertained  whether  the  troops  from.  Eftampes  were 
palled  over  the  bridge,  and  at  all  adventures  to  attack 
M.  de  Lorrain  before  they  joined  him,  the  whole  of  affairs 
in  France  depending  on  this  one  thing. 

We  were  within  a  league  and  a  half  of  the  camp  when 
the  Captain  of  the  Guards  arrived  in  the  King’s  Army ,  and 
it  was  near  three  hours  before  the  Army,  which  march’d 
in  battalia,  had  got  clofe  up  to  M.  de  Lorrain’s  camp. 
Then  the  Captain  of  the  Guards  returned  to  his  own 
mailer ,  and  oftentimes  came  back  to  M.  de  Turenne, 
who  would  not  give  ear  to  any  negotiation,  unlefs  M.  de 
Lorrain  quitted  France  with  his  Army.  The  King  of 
England,  who  arrived  in  the  evening  in  M.  de  Lorrain’s 
camp,  fent  likewife  ibme  of  his  people  to  wait  on  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  was  with  M.  de  Turenne,  who  chofe 
rather  to  fight,  than  fuffer  the  Army  from  Eftampes  to  join 
M.  de  Lorrain  •  but  he  much  more  defired  to  make  him 
go  out  of  France  with  his  Army,  and  to  feparate  him  en¬ 
tirely  from  that  of  the  Princes,  than  to  hazard  a  doubtful 
battle.  On  the  fide  of  the  plain,  which  was  the  only  accef- 
fible  place  to  come  at  the  camp,  there  was  a  wood  on  the 
right  hand,  a  river  on  the  left,  and  in  front  fix  redoubts, 
which  front  was  fo  narrow,  that  M.  de  Lorrain,  befides  three 
lines  of  cavalry,  had  likewife  a  thoufand  horfe  of  referve  : 
his  foot  was  in  the  redoubts,  and  five  hundred  Musketeers 
in  the  wood.  He  was  ftronger,  by  fifteen  fquadrons, 
than  the  King’s  Army,  which  on  the  other  hand  had  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  foot  more  than  he.  This  was  a  fituation, 
as  appeared  foon  after,  where  a  fmall  Army  could  have 
fought  a  very  great  one  to  advantage :  however,  M.  de 
Lorrain  feeing  the  King’s  Army  wfthin  half  a  cannon  Ihot 


Vifcount  deTURENNE. 

of  him,  and  all  the  men  detached  in  order  to  attack  the  An.  i 
wood  and  redoubts,  and  others  marching  diredtly  to  his 
bridge,  which  he  had  below  him  atVilleneuve  S.  George, 
fent  word  to  M.  deTurenne  that  he  would  fubfcribe  that 
minute  to  quit  France.  Immediately  M.  deTurenne  fent 
fome  infantry  to  take  poffelTion  of  the  bridge  on  the  Seine, 
having  fignified  by  M.deVarennes,  that,  before  all  things, 
he  would  be  fure  of  that.  Afterwards  the  Army  was  or¬ 
dered  to  halt ;  and  the  two  Generals  figned  the  treaty,  by 
which  it  was  flipulated,  that  M.  de  Lorrain  fhould  imme¬ 
diately  march  with  his  Army,  and  get  out  of  France  in 
twelve  days  time,  by  the  route  which  was  agreed  on.  M. 
de  Lorrain  left  the  Count  de  Ligneville  and  his  Captain  of 
the  Guards  by  way  of  hoflage  for  the  performance  of  his 
word  j  and  what  was  If  ill  more  fecure,  his  Army  took  fuch 
a  march  as  left  that  of  the  King  in  a  poffibility  of  hindring 
its  joining  with  the  Army  of  the  Princes,  in  cafe  he  had 
a  mind  to  break  the  treaty.  An  hour  after  the  treaty  was 
figned,  M.  de  Lorrain’s  Army  began  to  file  off  from  his 
intrenchments,  and  to  march  in  prefence  of  the  King’s 
Army,  which  flood  to  their  arms  in  battle-array :  they  pur- 
fued  their  route  according  to  treaty.  M.  de  Beaufort  was 
allowed  to  go  to  Paris  with  fuch  of  the  troops  of  the  Prin¬ 
ces  as  he  had  with  him,  the  major  part  whereof  came 
over  to  the  King’s  Army  while  the  treaty  was  ligning. 

The  Army  from  EHampes  began  to  appear  on  t’other  iide 
the  water ;  and  feeing  the  King’s  Army  enter  the  camp  of 
M.  de  Lorrain,  who  took  the  road  to  Brie,  they  march’d 
to  Paris  to  fecure  themfelves,  aad  took  up  their  quarters 
at  S.  Cloud. 

After  the  King’s  Army  had  ftaid  two  days  at  Villeneuve, 
they  march’d  to  Lagni,  where  they  crofled  the  river,  and 
lodged  near  Dammartin,  in  order  to  hinder  the  pa  (Ting 
of  a  body  of  troops,  which  were  faid  to  be  coming  from 
Flanders,  Healing  along  the  river  Oife :  nay,  the  Prince 
had  feized  Poiffi,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  join 
him. 

The  Court,  after  Haying  fome  time  at  Melun,  came  to 
Lagni,  where  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  came  and  joined  us  with 
three  thoufand  men.  W e  went  thence  to  St.  Denis,  where 
the  Court  flaid,  and  boats  were  immediately  fetch’d  from 
Pontoife  to  make  a  bridge  atEpinai,  to  enable  us  to  march 
againft  the  Prince’s  Army,  which  was  encamp’d  at  St. 
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«'  forae  Musketeers  to  pafs  over  on  a  bridge  of  boats,  and 

then  we  palled  over  the  other  arm.  The  Prince  came 
with  fome  fquadrons  and  two  or  three  hundred  Musketeers 
to  hinder  the  palling ,  but  feeing  there  was  a  great  many 
cannon  already  lodged,  and  fome  Musketeers  which  Mar- 
fhal  de  la  Ferte  had  caufed  to  entrench  with  all  hafte  on 
t’other  fide  die  water,  he  retired  into  his  camp  •  and  when 
night  came  on,  paffed  his  Army  over  two  bridges  he  had 
at  St.  Cloud,  and  march’d  with  defign  to  go  to  Charenton, 
believing  that  the  bridge  being  finifh’d,  the  King’s  Army 
would  be  all  night  palling  there,  and  fo  the  river  would 
be  ftill  between  the  two  Armies }  but  the  main  of  the 
Army  was  ftill  on  this  lide  the  water. 

The  Court  had  a  falfe  account  from  Paris  that  the  Army 
of  the  Princes  was  already  marching  behind  Montmartre 
and  skirting  along  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Martin  :  the  Cardinal 
gave  immediate  nonce  thereof  to  M.  de  Turenne,  who 
haftened  to  St.  Denis  in  the  night  time,  and  ordered  the 
Army  to  follow  him:  he  likewife  ordered  thofe  in  the 
ifland  to  come  over  again  without  lofs  of  time.  Marlhal 
de  la  Ferte,  on  account  that  all  his  troops  had  crofs’d  the 
water,  could  not  follow  till  five  or  fix  hours  after.  So, 
at  day-break,  all  the  King’s  Army,  except  Marlhal  de  la 
Ferte’s  body,  ranged  in  battalia  in  the  plain  between  St. 
Denis  and  Paris.  M.  de  Turenne  advancing  with  ten  or 
a  do2.en  horfe,  paffed  through  la  Chapelle,  and  faw  the 
infantry  of  the  Prince’s  rear  and  fome  fquadrons  march¬ 
ing  clofe  by  the  Fauxbourg.  The  grofs  of  the  enemy’s 
Army  was  thought  to  be  much  farther  advanced  towards  St. 
Antoine  and  Charenton ;  but  the  night  having  ftopt  them 
at  the  Cours  of  the  Queen  Mother,  they  could  not  begin 
their  march  before  day-break.  When  therefore  M.  de 
Turenne  faw  the  rear,  hefuddenly  caufed  fome  fquadrons 
of  horfe  to  advance,  and  ordered  the  reft  of  the  Army  to 
follow.  W e  came  up  with  them  in  the  Fauxbourg  S.  Martin  -y 
and  as  their  infantry  was  ftill  filing  off,  we  charg’d  four  or 
five  fquadrons  of  their  rear,  and  broke  them,  and  took  a 
good  number  of  Officers  and  Troopers  prifoners:  we 
continued  following  them  all  along  the  Fauxbourgs  as  far  as 
that  of  St.  Antoine.  There  was  a  part  of  their  van  already 
at  Charenton  •  but  having  had  the  alarm,  they  came  and 
ranged  in  order  of  battle  near  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine, 

where 
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where  the  rear  join’d  them.  The  Prince  likewife  order’d  A 
his  cannon  to  turn ;  and  as  the  cavalry  of  the  King’s  Ar-  - 
my  advanced ,  he  caufed  fome  difcharges  to  be  made  at 
them  who  waited  for  the  coming  up  of  the  infantry,  which 
becaufe  of  the  great  defiles  there  are  about  Paris,  were 
fomewhat  long  a  coming,  and  gave  the  Prince  time  to 
withdraw  all  his  troops  into  the  Fauxbourg,  where  he  found 
all  the  ftreets  ready  barricaded  to  his  hands,  which  was  of 
great  advantage  to  him.  Thefe  barriers  the  people  of 
Paris  had  made,  on  purpofe  to  fecure  themfelves  againft 
the  fcouts  of  M.  de  Lorrain’s  Army,  while  he  was  at  Vil- 
leneuve  St.  George.  The  Prince  polled  his  foot  behind 
the  outmoft  walls,  which  he  caufed  to  be  bored,  that  the 
Musketeers  might  fire  thro’  them,  and  in  all  other  relpedts 
put  himfelf  in  an  exceeding  good  pofture. 

Though  the  infantry  of  the  King’s  Army  was  come  up, 
’twas  thought  advifeable  to  wait  for  the  cannon  ;  but  the 
importunities  of  feveral  Courtiers,  as  if  he  need  only  to 
advance,  and  the  enemy  would  be  entirely  defeated,  forced 
M.  de  Turenne  to  order  a  good  number  of  foot  guards, 
and  other  regiments,  with  the  King’s  Gendarmes  and  Light- 
horfe,  and  other  regiments  of  horfe,  to  make  the  onfet 
by  two  different  ftreets.  They  carried  the  firft  entrench¬ 
ments  ;  but  being  obliged  to  pafs  one  by  one,  and  there 
happening  fome  confulion  in  following  the  enemy,  they 
met,  in  the  broader  ftreets,  with  a  body  of  horfe  with  the 
Prince  along  with  them,  and  a  great  many  perfons  of  qua¬ 
lity,  who  charging  that  cavalry  and  infantry  which  entered 
in  dilbrder  as  mentioned  above,  drove  them  back,  with¬ 
out  refiftance,  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  the  Fauxbourg. 
M.  de  S.  Maigrin,  Lieutenant  of  the  light-horfe  Guards, 
was  killed  here.  W e  likewife  attack’d  at  the  fame  time 
fuch  of  the  Prince’s  foot  as  were  behind  the  walls  and 
in  the  houfes :  the  fight  was  very  obftinate,  and  we  got 
the  better  of  them  in  a  great  many  places ;  but  this  was 
after  the  cannon  came  up :  we  even  took  two  hundred 
men  in  one  houfe,  but  the  grols  of  the  enemy’s  regiments 
continued  ftill  behind  the  traverfes  of  the  Fauxbourg, 
from  whence  they  had  drove  back  our  men.  We  took 
from  them,  on  the  left,  a  barricade,  which  we  kept, 
wherein  a  great  number  of  their  Soldiers  were  kill’d  j  but 
we  could  not  proceed  farther  any  where,  the  whole  infan¬ 
try  having  been  very  much  difheartened  in  thefe  attacks. 
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.  And  indeed,  the  Prince  himfelf,  who  was  hard  prefs’d,  by. 

•  mere  chance  got  into  a  Fauxbourg,  which  was  ftrongly 
barricaded,  his  defign  having  been  to  pafs  at  the  bridge  of 
Charenton. 

We  being  one  before  another,  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s 
corps  arrived  j  and  then  we  refolved  to  make  another  ge¬ 
neral  attack,  being  reinforced  by  thofe  troops.  But  by  this 
time  the  city  of  Paris  having,  at  Mademoifelle’s  earned: 
requeft ,  opened  their  gates  to  the  Princes  Army,  they 
march'd  thro’  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  went  on  to 
the  Fauxbourg  S.  Jacques.  The  King  was  come  from  S„ 
Denis,  and  ftaid  upon  an  eminence  till  night ;  and  when 
we  had  marched  to  make  this  fecond  attack,  there  were  no 
troops  to  be  met  with  in  that  Fauxbourg,  which  obliged 
the  Army  to  retire  with  the  King  to  St.  Denis. 

While  the  Army  of  the  Princes  lay  about  the  fuburbs  of 
S.  Jacques,  there  happened  a  great  diforder  in  the  town- 
houfe  of  Paris.  The  bad  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Princes,  made  them  prefs  the  Army  of  Spain  to  leave 
Flanders  and  come  to  their  affiftance :  that  Army  fet  out 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Cambrai,  and  paffing  between 
St.  Quentin  and  Ham,  came  to  Chauni,  where  M.  d’El- 
beuf  having  lhut  himfelf  up  with  eight  hundred  horfe, 
they  made  him  a  prifoner  of  war ;  and  taking  hoftages,  they 
let  the  Troopers  go,  but  on  foot,  and  took  away  all  their 
equipages  and  horfes.  M.  de  Lorrain,  who  had  continued 
on  the  frontier  of  France  ever  frnce  what  had  paffed  at 
Villeneuve  S.  George,  marched  away  immediately  through 
Champagne  to  join  the  Army  of  Spain,  who,  after  they 
had  taken  Chauni,  came  to  Fifmes  to  join  M.  de  Tor- 
rain. 

The  Court  was  at  S.  Denis  when  they  heard  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  Army’s  marching,  and  couriers  were  difpatch'd  into 
Normandy,  to  know  whether  the  King  would  be  receiv’d 
at  Rouen  ■  but  the  bad  pofture  of  his  affairs,  occafioned 
by  the  Spanifh  Army’s  march,  gave  reafon  to  believe  there 
would  be  no  fafety  for  tire  King  at  Rouen.  A  few  days 
before,  a  treaty  with  the  Prince  had  been  talk’d  of.  M. 
deTurenne’s  opinion  was,  that  many  things  ilrould  be  re¬ 
ceded  from,  and  that  in  cafe  the  King’s  authority  continu’d 
unhurt  after  the  accommodation,  they  could  not  give  the 
Prince  too. much  to  get  clear  of  thefe  perplexities :  but  what¬ 
ever  concelfions  might  have  been  granted  him,  the  march- 


Vlfcount  de  TURENNE.  103 

ing  of  the  Spaniards  had  taken  away  all  his  inclination  of  An.  1652. 
coming  to  any  terms  of  reconcilement.  The  Court  la-  "■ 

boured  under  extreme  difficulties ;  the  King’s  Army  did 
not  amount  to  above  eight  thoufand  men ;  that  of  the 
Princes  made  full  five  thoufand  at  Paris,  and  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  join’d  to  the  Lorrainers,  no  lels  than  twenty 
thoufand.  Normandy  refufed  to  receive  the  King.  The 
night  this  news  was  brought,  M.  deTurenne  was  in  the 
camp;  and  going  next  day  to  S.  Denis,  he  found  that  a  re- 
folution  was  taken  to  go  with  the  Court  to  Burgundy  and 
Lyons,  taking  only  two  thoufand  men  to  efcort  them. 

He  learnt  this  from  M.deRuvigni,  to  whom  he  immedi¬ 
ately  faid ,  that  all  was  loft  if  they  took  that  courfe :  he 
was  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  Flanders,  to 
know  full  well  that  the  King,  by  retreating  beyond  Paris, 
would  give  the  Spaniards  an  opportunity  to  advance  to 
Soiflons  and  Compiegne,  which  would  make  no  refiftance 
when  once  the  Court  was  departed  for  Lyons.  He  on  the 
contrary  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  if  the  King 
Would  refolve  to  tarry  on  the  river  Oife,  and  his  Army 
march  to  Compiegne,  the  whole  SpanilTi  Army  would  not 
dare  to  march  to  Paris,  for  fear  of  leaving  all  Flanders 
naked,  and  the  King’s  Army  between  it  and  them ;  that 
if  they  fent  a  confiderable  fuccour  to  the  Prince,  their 
Army  at  the  fame  time  would  retire  into  Flanders,  and 
not  ftay  in  the  heart  of  France  but  with  fuch  a  body  of 
troops  as  fhould  be  much  fuperior  to  the  King’s  Army. 

M.  deTurenne  therefore  judg’d,  that  there  wasnofafety 
for  the  State  but  for  the  King  and  Court  to  keep  between 
Paris  and  the  Army  of  Spain.  He  further  believed  that  at 
the  worft,  the  King  with  fomewhat  of  an  Army  had  bet¬ 
ter  be  in  one  of  his  places  on  the  river  Somme,  than  by 
going  to  Lyons,  leave  a  certain  conqueft  to  the  Spaniards 
from  Flanders  quite  to  Paris.  The  ill-will  and  dif-affedtion 
of  Normandy  was  likewife  too  apparent,  and  the  confter- 
nation  was  fo  great  in  all  places,  that  there  were  but  few 
towns  which  would  not  have  opened  their  gates  to  the 
enemy.  This  obliged  M.  de  Turenne  to  go  to  the  Cardinal, 
who  inftantly  concurr’d  with  him  in  opinion ;  and  then 
waiting  on  the  Queen,  who  never  thought  any  counfels 
too  dangerous,  it  was  refolved  the  Court  fhould  go  to 
Pontoife,  and  the  Army  march  in  all  hafte  to  Compiegne. 

As  loon  as  it  arrived  there,  advice  was  brought  by  the  par- 

H  4.  ties 
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An.  1652  ties  that  the  enemy  having  taken  Chauni,  was  marching  to 

- - Fifmes,  having  join’d  M.  de  Lorrain.  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte 

took  feme  cavalry,  and  went  to  Chauni,  which  the  enemy 
abandon’d,  it  being  no  place  to  keep.  He  returned  by 
Soiffons,  which  was  fecured  by  putting  fbme  troops  into 
it.  The  Spaniards  being  at  Fifmes,  and  there  being  no  free 
communication  between  Paris  and  them,  they  found  that 
if  they  would  go  thither,  as  the  Prince  earneftly  begg’d 
they  would,  they  could  not  do  it  but  with  the  whole  Army, 
which  they  could  by  no  means  confent  to :  befides,  they 
could  fend  no  conliderable  detachment  from  them  to  Paris, 
without  being  met  by  the  King’s  Army.  All  thefe  conii- 
derations  put  together  made  them  refolve  to  return  to  Flan¬ 
ders,  and  leave  a  body  of  troops  with  M.  de  Lorrain,  who 
continued  on  the  frontier. 

About  this  time  M.  deTurenne  having  had  advice  that 
M.  de  Bouillon,  who  was  at  Pontoife  with  the  Court,  was 
very  ill,  went  thither  without  delay :  he  arrived  there  the 
eighth  day  of  his  illnefs,  which  increafed  ftill  more  and 
and  more :  his  diftemper  took  away  his  fpeech  as  he  drew 
towards  his  end,  but  he  ftill  retained  his  underftanding  in 
a  [good  degree.  He  was  glad  to  fee  M.  de  Turenne,  who, 
beiide  the  Itricfc  friendfhip  which  was  between  them,  fuf- 
fered  a  double  lofs,  conlidering  how  M.  de  Bouillon  ftood 
with  the  Court.  He  had  of  late  made  himfelf  more  parti¬ 
cularly  known  as  a  perfon  very  capable  of  great  affairs  •  and 
if  one  may  be  allow’d  to  fay  it,  had  affumed  a  nobler  man¬ 
ner  of  acting  than  any  body  at  Court  •  Cardinal  Mazarin 
had  a  particular  confidence  in  him  j  and  as  the  Minifter  had 
got  an  abfolute  afcendant  over  the  King  and  Queen,  there 
was  no  way  to  become  conliderable  at  Court  but  by  his 
means.  M.  de  Bouillon  lived  to  the  fourteenth  day  of  his 
illnels,  and  then  died,  to  the  great  grief  of  all  fuch  as  wifhed 
well  to  the  State.  M.  deTurenne  was  very  feniibly  affected 
with  his  death,  having  always  loved  him,  and  being  per¬ 
fectly  well  beloved  by  him. 

When  M.  de  T urenne  was  at  Pontoife,  news  was  brought 
that  the  Army  of  Spain  was  retired,  and  that  M.  de  Lor¬ 
rain  was  ftill  with  the  reinforcement  which  the  Spaniards 
had  left  him.  As  there  was  always  fome  negotiation  de¬ 
pending  between  the  Court  on  one  fide,  and  the  Princes 
and  the  Parliament  on  t’other,  intimation  was  given  that 
if  Cardinal  Mazarin  was  removed,  all  things  would  be  well 
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again.  This  was  propofed  as  from  the  Princes,  and  hints  An.  1652. 

were  dropt  that  he  might  return  one  day,  and  that  ’twas _ _ — . 

only  to  fhew  to  the  public,  that  no  accommodation  would 
be  brought  about,  unlefs  the  Minifter  quitted  the  King¬ 
dom;  lince  his  return  to  Court  was  the  pretext  for  the  war. 

M.  de  Turenne,  to  whom  he  mentioned  it  very  freely, 
did  not  diflfuade  him  from  the  thought  he  had  to  go 
to  Sedan ;  but  ftill  he  advifed  him  to  fay  that  it  was  with 
a  view  to  return.  M.  de  Turenne  would  not  be  in  an 
intereft  which  he  would  weaken  by  difowning  it.  Be- 
lides,  he  well  knew  that  a  great  many  people  would  ferve 
themlelves  of  the  diffimulation  which  the  Court  and 
Cardinal  had  a  mind  fhould  be  pra&ifed,  by  faying  he 
would  not  return,  in  order  more  openly  to  endeavour 
in  good  earned  to  prevent  his  return;  and  except  the 
King  and  Queen,  who  delired  his  return,  there  were 
but  very  few  at  Court  who  did  not  drive  heartily  to  hin¬ 
der  it. 

The  Cardinal  fet  out  from  Pontoife,  things  being  dif- 
pofed  in  the  manner  I  have  faid;  M.de  Turenne  and  M. 
le  Tellier  went  with  him  as  far  as  where  the  Army  lay, 
where  he  took  a  fmall  efcort  to  go  to  Sedan.  M.  le 
Tellier  returned  to  Court,  and  M.  de  Turenne  continued 
in  the  Army  which  afterwards  advanced  to  Dammartin,  to 
get  between  Paris  and  the  Army  of  M.  de  Lorrain,  who, 
in  the  Cardinal’s  abfence,  began  to  negotiate  at  Court. 

Though  the  Court  did  not  entirely  truft  him,  they 
hearkened  neverthelefs  to  his  propofals ;  and  as  it  was  by 
no  means  proper  for  the  Army  to  remove  too  far  from 
Pontoife,  where  the  Court  was,  on  account  of  the  Army 
of  the  Princes  being  at  Paris,  it  did  not  march  to  Cham¬ 
pagne  to  drive  M.  de  Lorrain  out  of  the  Kingdom,  by 
means  of  the  towns  that  favoured  us;  but  the  Prince 
having  fent  fome  cavalry  to  raife  the  liege  of  Monrond, 
eight  fquadrons  were  fent  off  from  the  King’s  Army  to  M. 
de  Palluau,  who  was  before  Monrond. 

Meanwhile,  M.  de  Lorrain,  who  had  promifed  the  Spani¬ 
ards  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Princes  which  was  at  Paris,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  Treaty  with  the  Court,  to  the  end  that  no  no¬ 
tice  might  be  taken  of  the  motions  of  his  Army.  Tho’  the 
King’s  Army  had  their  eye  on  it,  yet  the  aflurances  which 
he  gave  of  a  fpeedy  accommodation,  made  us  not  a6l  with 
fo  much  dtfruft;  fo  that  he  fet  out  from  the  neighbour¬ 
hood 
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652  hood  of  Chalons,  and  haftened  his  march  through  la  Brie, 

——  in  order  to  gain  the  river  Seine  between  Corbeil  and  Paris. 
The  King’s  Army  crofted  the  Marne  at  Lagni,  and  tho’ 
greatly  inferior  to  that  of  M.  de  Lorrain,  we  refolved  to 
oppoie  his  paffage  to  Paris.  M.  deTurenne  was  for  march¬ 
ing  next  day  after  he  had  eroded  the  Marne,  thinking 
that  M.  de  Lorrain  was  advancing,  without  any  certainty 
of  it;  but  as  people  are  fometimes  remifs,  we  lay  by. 
that  day,  and  early  the  next  we  found  M.  de  Lorrain  clofe 
by  Brie-Comte-Robert.  Had  we  march’d  the  preceding 
day,  we  had  been  before-hand  with  him;  but  the  van-* 
guards  being  near  one  another  at  Brie-Comte-Robert,  M. 
de  Lorrain  haftened  to  gain  the  poft  of  Villeneuve,  where 
he  defigned  to  fix  himfelf,  in  order  to  have  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  Paris.  x 

M.  deTurenne,  who  was  in  the  van,  after  flaying  a  little 
for  Marihal  de  la  Ferte,  refolved  to  march  on  immediately 
to  gain  the  poft  of  Villeneuve  S.  George  before  M.  de  Lor¬ 
rain.  Accordingly  we  march’d  with  fuch  diligence,  that  we 
arriv’d  at  the  fame  time  his  Army  did ;  but  he  having  a 
rivulet  to  pafs  over,  and  feeing  fome  fquadrons  of  the  King’s 
Army  on  the  heigths  of  Villeneuve,  he  remained  on  t’other 
fide,  and  fo  the  King’s  whole  Army  got  in  the  evening  to 
the  camp  at  Villeneuve  S.  George.  We  learn’d  in  the  town 
that  there  were  fome  boats  which  were  going  down  to 
Paris ;  and  as  it  was  a  thing  of  the  utmoft  confequence 
to  have  boats  either  for  making  a  bridge,  or  for  conveying 
troops  over  the  water,  M.  deTurenne  fent  and  had  them 
brought  up  the  river  with  extreme  difficulty  over  againft 
Villeneuve  S.  George.  The  Prince  advanced  to  Charen- 
ton,  thinking  M.  de  Lorrain  was  arriv’d  at  Villeneuve  S. 
George,  according  as  he  had  fent  him  word  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  when  he  left  his  camp ;  having  fent  three  or  four  of 
his  people  who  came  hurrying  into  the  King’s  Army, 
taking  it  to  be  M.  de  Lorrain’s,  he  went  by  another 
way  all  night  long,  and  join’d  his  troops  with  M.  de  Lor¬ 
rain  over-againft  Ablon.  M.  deTurenne  and  the  Marflial 
de  la  Ferte,  not  being  able  to  prevent  this  jundtion,  re¬ 
folved  to  wait  in  the  camp  of  Villeneuve,  and  fee  what 
courfe  the  enemy  would  take,  having  fecured  boats,  and 
hoping  that,  wherever  the  enemy  was,  having  a  bridge  on 
the  river,  they  would  ftill  find  fome  expedient  to  put  them- 
felves  in  a  good  pofture.  The  thing  was  not  without  great 

difficulty^ 
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difficulty;  but  being  fo  near  the  enemy,  there  was  nothing  An.  1652. 

Ids  fafe  than  to  endeavour  a  retreat.  When  the  Prince - — — 

and  M.  de  Lorrain  were  join’d,  they  march’d  to  take  the 
fame  road  as  M.deTurenne  had  done  when  he  forced  M. 
de  Lorrain  to  a  treaty.  It  was  expected  that  day  that  they 
would  attack  the  camp,  as  it  had  been  thought  they  would 
the  day  of  their  junction.  The  King’s  Army  had  but  twenty 
eight  fquadrons,  and  five  thoufand  foot :  the  enemy  had 
fourfcore  fquadrons,  and  eight  thoufand  foot.  Inftead  of 
attacking  us,  they  entrench’d  themfelves  within  cannon- 
fhot  towards  the  plain,  and  thought  to  ftarve  the  King’s 
Army,  and  hinder  the  forragers,  having  left  in  Ablon  a 
hundred  and  fifty  Musketeers  to  cut  off  tire  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  river.  They  fancied  that  lodging  fo  near  with 
the  Army,  we  would  not  attempt  to  get  out  of  our  camp 
or  attack  them.  As  we  cOuld  not  continue  in  the  camp 
without  having  the  river  free,  we  refolved  to  go  and  take 
thofe  hundred  and  fifty  Musketeers.  W c  fet  out  in  the 
night,  and  at  break  of  day  the  caftle  was  taken  before  the 
Army  of  the  Princes  could  get  into  order.  Had  they  re¬ 
mained  in  their  firft  poll:  between  Villencuve  and  Corbeil, 
it  is  certain  that  in  four  days  time  the  King’s  Army  muff 
have  retreated  in  great  confufion  to  Lagni,  not  being 
able  to  get  ammunition  bread  but  by  the  means  of  the 
river. 

After  the  bridge  of  boats  was  made,  we  fell  to  work 
on  another,  it  being  impoffible  the  forragers  could  all  have 
the  ufe  of  one  bridge ;  and  as  this  place  was  made  very 
defolate  and  ruinous  by  M.  de  Lorrain’s  Army  fome  time 
before,  the  three  or  four  firft  days  that  the  Armies  were 
in  prefence  of  each  other,  all  the  horfes  of  that  of  the 
King  liv’d  upon  nothing  but  vine-leaves ;  fo  that  the  Prince 
concluded,  that  cooping  it  up  with  his  numerous  cavalry, 
we  could  fubfift  in  that  poft  but  a  few  days.  He  likewife 
made  two  bridges  between  Villeneuve  and  Charenton,  to 
hinder  the  forragers  who  went  in  the  long  boyau  [a  par¬ 
ticular  branch  of  an  entrenchment.]  But  after  we  had 
well  pallifaded  all  our  entrenchments,  we  fent  a  good  part 
of  the  cavalry  to  forrage,  who  went  on  both  fides  the 
river ;  and  thus  the  enemy  could  lay  no  certain  ambufeade 
for  them.  We  fent  M.  de  Vaubecourt  to  Corbeil  with 
fome  troops,  which  with  others  from  Monrond,  made  a- 
bout  two  thoufand  in  all.  Thus  Corbeil  ferv’d  for  a  fort 

of 
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An.  1652  of  mart  for  the  forragers,  who,  after  they  had  loaded,  tar- 

- ried  in  that  village,  and  notice  was  fent  them  from  the 

camp  on  which  iide  of  the  river  they  fhould  come  back 
again.  The  Armies  being  fo  near  that  we  could  fee  what¬ 
ever  went  out  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  the  forragers  of  the 
King’s  Army  fet  out  in  the  night  time,  and  tarried  two 
days  abroad.  The  troops  at  Corbeil  enabled  them  to  do 
this  with  eafe,  without  which,  ’tis  certain,  we  could  not 
have  remained  in  the  camp :  likewife  at  the  fame  time 
were  fent  down  the  river  fome  boats  loaded  with  hay,  by 
which  means  we  ftaid  five  weeks  in  the  camp.  There 
were  oftentimes  skirmifhes  between  the  Armies  •  but  they 
were  no  confiderable  ones,  and  not  any  one  convoy  of  for¬ 
ragers  was  ever  met  by  the  enemy,  tho’  they  were  every 
day  out  with  part  of  their  cavalry. 

At  laft,  the  roads  grew  fo  bad  by  the  continual  rains, 
that  the  horfes  could  not  go  fo  far  for  their  forrage  as  be¬ 
fore  •  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  think  of  breaking  up.  We 
had  made  a  good  number  of  bridges  on  the  river, below 
the  camp  on  the  road  to  Corbeil,  whither  we  intended 
to  retire.  At  the  beginning  of  the  night  we  marched  all 
the  baggage  to  Corbeil,  and  three  hours  afterwards,  the 
whole  Army  decamped,  and  the  enemy  knew  nothing  of 
it  till  next  day,  when  we  were  got  to  Corbeil,  where  M. 
de  Vaubecourt  had  beforehand  rais’d  fome  redoubts  on.  a 
hilly  place  for  the  reception  of  the  Army  whenever  it 
fhould  arrive.  We  ftaid  but  a  day  at  Corbeil,  and  then 
march’d  on  to  la  Brie,  in  order  afterwards  to  gain  the 
river  Marne  above  Paris,  and  endeavour  to  pufh  on  to  the 
Oife,  the  Court  being  then  at  Mantes. 

The  Prince  was  let  out  from  his  camp  fome  days  be-  / 
fore  the  march  of  the  King’s  Army,  on  account  of  fome 
indifpofition,  and  it  has  been  ftrongly  averr’d,  that  had  it 
not  been  for  that,  he  would  have  attack’d  us  in  cur  re¬ 
treat  •  but  certain  it  is,  that  as  the  retreat  was  managed, 
there  could  be  no  fighting  between  the  camp  and  Corbeil. 
The  King’s  Army  march’d  afterwards  to  Meaux  •  and 
croffing  the  river  Marne,  went  and  took  poll  about  Sen- 
lis.  That  of  the  Princes,  fetting  out  from  Villeneuve  S. 
George,  took  their  quarters  between  Paris  and  Dammar- 
tin  ■  and  ’tis  moft  certain  that  the  different  negotiations, 
and  even  the  diverfions  of  Paris,  was  what  hindered  the 
Prince  from  taking  abundance  of  advantages  which  upon 
2  another 
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another  occafion  he  would  by  no  means  have  neglected.  An.  1652. 

After  fome  days  illnefs,  he  refolved  to  fet  out  with  his  — - - - 

Army  and  that  of  M.  de  Lorrain  from  Paris,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  he  proceeded  to  the  frontier  of  Champagne : 
the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne  expected  him  with  the  Army 
of  Spain  near  Laon.  People  much  wondered  at  his  leav¬ 
ing  Paris  fo  lightly,  it  being  certainly  a  vaft  advantage  to 
fuch  as  are  unhappily  engaged  in  a  war  againft  their  King, 
to  maintain  their  flation  in  that  city  as  long  as  they  can  j 
but  the  feveral  cabals  which  did  not  come  to  his  point, 
and  a  little  want  of  forelight  as  to  what  might  follow  upon 
his  departure,  as  well  as  the  hopes  he  conceiv’d  of  his 
jundlion  with  the  Spaniards,  determined  him  to  quit  Paris. 

Another  thing  was  a  ftrong  invitation  to  the  Prince  to  go 
thither.  Envying  the  manner  of  M.  de  Lorrain’s  living 
with  his  Army,  and  tired  out  with  the  affairs  of  the  Par¬ 
liament,  he  long’d  to  be  in  a  way  of  living  like  that  of  M. 
de  Lorrain.  Thus  march’d  they  together,  and  join’d  M. 
de  Fuenfaldagne  near  Laon.  As  we  had  put  five  hundred 
men  of  the  King’s  Army  into  la  Ferte  Milon,  they  did 
not  attack  it,  tho’  they  paffed  clofe  by. 

The  King’s  Army,  which  was  then  about  Senlis,  and 
from  whence  had  been  fent  fome  foot  under  the  Count 
d’Eftrees  to  put  themfelves  into  Laon,  ftirred  not  a  ftep 
from  its  poft,  waiting  to  fee  what  meafures  the  enemy 
would  refolve  on  after  their  junction.  Paris  remaining 
fomewhat  fhaken  by  the  Prince’s  removal,  tho’  M.  d’Or- 
leans  continued  there,  the  Court  received  different  advices 
for  their  conduct,  according  to  the  different  views  of  thofe 
who  were  at  Paris,  either  to  invite  them  thither,  or  to 
hinder  their  coming.  The  Courtiers  themfelves  were  di¬ 
vided  in  opinion  upon  this  point,  each  having  different 
thoughts  j  which  would  take  up  too  much  time  to  parti¬ 
cularize.  M.  de  T urenne  obferving  how  things  went,  pre¬ 
vailed  on  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  to  remain  with  the  Army 
while  himfelf  went  to  the  Court,  where  the  Queen  asking 
him  upon  his  arrival,  whether  he  thought  it  proper  for  the 
King  to  go  to  Paris ^  there  being  no  body  prefent  but 
the  King  and  fire,  he  counfel’d  him  to  do  it  out  of  hand ; 
and  as  he  knew  the  ftate  of  the  Army,  and  the  want  of 
means  to  raife  money  to  put  it  on  a  good  footing  without 
being  at  Paris,  he  ftrenuoully  urged  this  reafon,  to  which 
he  added  many  others,  namely,  that  the  King’s  authority 
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Ah.  1652.  was  fo  impaired,  that  they  would  not  now  admit  him  into 

■  ■  any  large  city  j  that  if  the  winter  was  fpent  without  going 
to  Paris,  all  the  Kingdom  would  rife  j  that  the  King  having 
no  longer  any  Army,  nor  money,  nor  quarters  for  any  new 
levies,  thofe  he  had  got  together  would,  by  little  and  little, 
fink  away  to  nothing,  the  Officers  quitting  every  day,  for 
want  of  fubfiftence.  Thefe  reafons  prevailed  with  the 
Queen ;  fo  that  the  Court  left  Mante,  and  went  and  lay 
at  S.  Germain,  where  they  continued  three  or  four  days- 
during  which  there  came  thither  Deputies  from  the  citizens 
of  Paris,  to  beg  the  King  to  repair  to  that  capital.  M.  de 
Chateauneuf  went  thither  too,  but  with  a  different  de- 
fign  ■  for  though  he  was  for  having  the  King  go  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  ydt  he  wanted  to  have  Monfieur  to  be  left  there, 
who  fupported  the  cabal  that  oppofed  the  Cardinal’s  re¬ 
turn,  and  who  would  not  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  Court, 
but  conditionally  that  the  Minifter  fhould  come  no  more 
thither.  M.  de  Chateauneuf  propofed  that  the  King  fhould 
not  fee  Gallon  at  firft ;  and  faid,  that  afterwards,  all  thofe 
who  flickled  againft  theCardinal’s  return  being  united  in  that 
one  thing,  and  divided  in  every  thing  elfe,  would  concur 
unanimoufly  to  intreat  the  King  not  to  let  the  Cardinal  re¬ 
turn,  and  would  ask  no  other  favour  but  that  only.  The 
King  and  Queen  at  this  time  fent  M.  d’Aligre  to  Paris  j 
but  he  came  back  again  to  S.  Germain,  without  having 
received  any  thing  pofitive  relating  to  the  negotiation. 

M.  de  Turenne  and  M.  le  Tellier  were  at  this  time  the 
perfons  the  Queen  put  moft  confidence  in.  They  advifed 
her  to  perfifl  in  the  refolution  of  going  to  Paris,  without 
heeding  what  might  be  Monfieur’s  refolution.  A  perfon 
of  truft  was  indeed  fent  to  him,  to  let  him  know  the  King 
was  upon  the  road,  and  would  be  at  Paris  in  the  evening. 
This  meffenger  returning,  found  the  King  and  Queen  be¬ 
tween  S.  Cloud  and  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  and  reported 
that  Monfieur’s  refolution  was  no  other  than  to  flay  at  Pa¬ 
ris.  Upon  this,  the  Queen  ordered  her  coach  to  flop, 
and  the  King  being  with  her,  the  women  who  were  in  the 
coach  were  put  out,  and  the  Queen  commanded  three  or 
four  perfons  who  were  there  to  draw  near  and  give  their  opi¬ 
nions.  Thefe  were  Prince  Thomas,  Marfhal  Villeroi,  Mar- 
fhal  du  Pleffis,  and  M.  de  Turenne,  who  was  for  going  on, 
and  that  the  King  and  Queen  fhould  go  together  as  far  as 
the  Crofs  du  Tiroir ,  that  from  thence  the  Queen  fhould 
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go  to  the  Louvre,  and  the  King  diredtly  to  Luxembourg  An.  1652. 
(Palace)  where  Monfieur  was,  to  invite  him  to  come,  or  ,  ■« 
even  to  take  him  with  him  to  the  Louvre,  it  being  certain 
that  Monfieur  would  not  ftay  for  that,  but  would  get  him 
gone,  which  was  the  thing  we  wanted.  It  had  been  of 
dangerous  confequence  to  leave  Monfieur  at  the  Luxem¬ 
bourg  (Palace ;)  for  within  the  compafs  of  two  days,  the 
rejoicings  ufual  at  King’s  entries  being  all  over,  things 
would  change  their  afpect,  and  it  had  been  out  of  the 
King’s  power  to  get  Monfieur  out  of  Paris,  efpecially 
having  on  his  fide  the  fpecious  pretext  of  having  nothing 
to  ask,  but  only  drat  the  Cardinal  might  come  no  more  to 
Court.  This  was  what  obliged  M.  deTurenne  to  counfel 
the  making  the  King’s  entry  into  Paris  a  means  to  caufe 
Monfieur  to  go  out  of  it. 

The  Court  departed  from  the  Bois  de  Boulogne  in  this 
refolution :  the  King  got  on  his  horfe  to  make  his  entry  into 
Paris,  and  fent  Monfieur  notice  by  M.  Damville,  what 
had  been  refolved  on-  who  finding  that  the  King  would 
be  entring  in  half  an  hour,  fent  to  befeech  him  diat  he 
might  ftay  there  that  night,  and  the  next  day  he  would 
depart  very  early.  M.  Damville  came  back  to  the  King 
as  he  was  riding  on,  and  juft  entering  the  fuburbs ;  fo  that 
in  this  afifurance  of  Monfieur’s  departure  next  day,  he  went 
to  the  Louvre,  where  Cardinal  de  Rett  and  all  the  people  of 
Quality  then  at  Paris  were  waiting  for  him,  whilft  an  incre¬ 
dible  multitude  of  the  populace  went  out  to  meet  him. 

While  M. deTurenne  continued  at  Paris,  which  was 
but  five  or  fix  days,  he  vifited  Cardinal  de  Rett,  who  ex- 
preft  to  him  how  defirous  he  was  to  be  reconciled  to  the 
Cardinal,  and  mentioned  to  him  a  match  between  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  Rett  and  his  nephew,  defiring  he  would 
break  it  to  the  Cardinal,  and  alluring  him  (M.  de  Tu- 
renne)  that  he  would  take  him  for  a  witnefs  to  all  the 
circumftances  of  this  alliance.  M.  deTurenne,  who  well 
knew  that  his  intermeddling  in  fuch  an  affair  would  be  of 
no  fervice  to  him,  and  that  it  was  a  thing  which  was  much 
more  likely  to  produce  trouble  to  him  than  any  confidera- 
ble  benefit,  told  Cardinal  de  Rett,  that  he  would  give  the 
Cardinal,  who  was  at  Sedan,  a  very  exatft  account  of  every 
thing  he  had  faid  to  him,  and  that  if  there  was  a  politivc 
anfwer,  he  would  prefently  acquaint  him  with  it  ■  but  if 
he  did  not  hear  from  him  very  foon,  he  Ihould.  build  no- 
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An.  165 z.  thing  upon  this  negotiation,  and  might  take  his  meafures 

- - as  if  he  was  to  have  no  anfwer  at  all  by  him. 

M.  de  Turenne  was  perfuaded  that  Cardinal  de  Retx 
meant  ferioufly  to  make  up  matters  at  that  time,  and  did 
not  doubt  that  if  any  man  of  great  credit  and  interefh 
had  undertaken  the  thing,  he  might  have  fucceeded  in  it : 
but  M.de  Turenne  fet  out  a  few  days  afterwatds  from  Pa¬ 
ris  ;  and  Cardinal  de  Rerz,  having  no  body  of  the  Court 
whom  he  could  trurt,  or  who  would  trurt  him,  fuch  a 
fufpicioufnefs  grew  up  on  both  fides,  that  before  two  or 
three  months  were  well  over,  meafures  were  taken  to  put 
him  in  arreil ;  which  was  done  one  day  when  he  came  to 
the  Louvre,  where  for  fome  time  he  had  never  entered 
but  with  the  greateft  diftruft.  M.  de  Turenne  having 
fent  M.  de  Varennes  to  wait  on  the  Cardinal,  bid  him 
tell  him  all  that  had  parted  between  him  and  Cardinal  de 
Rerz.,  but  received  no  manner  of  anfwer-  fo  that  he  med¬ 
dled  no  farther  in  this  negotiation.  He  fet  out  from  Pa¬ 
ris,  and  went  and  rejoined  the  Army  at  Senlis,  after  having 
told  the  King  he  hoped  to  hinder  the  enemy  from  taking 
their  winter  quarters  in  France. 

The  enemy  were  at  Laon,  from  whence  they  fet  out 
in  all  hafte,  and  inverted  Rhetel,  which  having  but  a 
few  men  in  it,  was  foon  taken.  All  the  enemies  Ar¬ 
mies  being  join’d  together,  amounted  to  twenty-five 
thoufand  men ;  that  of  the  King  not  exceeding  ten  thou- 
fand.  \Ve  march’d  along  the  Marne  j  and  drawing  near 
Chalons,  we  heard  that  the  enemy,  after  the  taking  of 
Rhetel,  had  befieged  Saint  Menehould,  in  which  likewife 
was  but  a  handful  of  men-  but,  however,  they  made  a 
ftout  defence.  When  news  was  brought  of  its  being  taken, 
the  King’s  Army  was  at  Vitry,  and  durft  not  approach  too 
near  that  of  the  enemy,  who  from  S.  Menehould,  march’d 
to  Barleduc,  where  M.  de  Turenne  had  thrown  in  fix  hun¬ 
dred  foot,  and  according  to  what  he  knew  of  the  fituation 
of  the  town  and  caftle,  an  Army  muft  divide  it  felf  to  at¬ 
tack  it  j  fo  he  refolved  to  march  to  its  relief,  though  he 
believed  the  whole  Army  of  Spain  was  there  with  the 
Prince:  it  was  however  departed  from  S.  Menehould, 
had  eroded  the  Meufe,  and  retired  into  the  Luxembourg 
(diftridt.)  M.  de  Turenne,  who  was  at  Vitri  when  the 
Prince’s  Army  fat  down  before  Bar,  march’d  all  night  di¬ 
rectly  to  S.  Difier,  from  whence  he  meant  to  fet  out,  after 

having 
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having  refted  his  troops  a  little,  in  order  to  go  and  re- An.  1652. 

lieve  Bar,  which  was  but  three  leagues  off-  but  he  heard  — - * 

that  the  lower  town  having  been  furprifed,  the  caftle  iur- 
rendered  in  twenty  four  hours.  It  is  certain  the  Prince 
undertook  that  liege  without  having  thought  much  of  the 
matter,  and  there  was  ho  inftance  of  any  adtion  wherein  he 
had  expofed  his  Army  fo  inconfiderately  as  in  this,  it  being 
Very  apparent  that  had  the  fiege  continued,  as  according 
to  all  appearances  it  might  have  done,  he  could  not  have 
faved  his  cannon  •  and  it  is  highly  probable  his  Army  could 
not  have  retreated  very  eafily. 

M.  deTurenne  being  inform’d  that  Bar  was  taken,  and 
the  Spmifh  Army  no  longer  with  the  Prince,  refolved  to 
draw  near  him,  and  fight  him  at  the  firft  place  that  an  op¬ 
portunity  offered  it  felft  For  this  purpofe,  he  march’d  to 
Vaucouleurs,  in  order  to  be  on  the  fame  lide  the  river 
Meufe  as  the  Prince  was,  who  after  he  had  taken  the  Cha¬ 
teau  de  Void,  drew  near  Foul.  Some  days  before  this, 

M.  d’Elbeuf  had  joined  the  King’s  Army  with  two  thou- 
fand  men  of  the  Picardy  troops  or  new  levies.  With  this 
reinforcement  the  Army  march’d  to  Vaucouleurs,  where 
it  pa(Ted  over  the  Meufe,  that  they  might  be  on  the  fame 
lide  with  the  Prince  ;  and  next  day  in  the  morning  we 
march’d  towards  Void,  from  whence,  dillodging  in  the 
night,  the  Prince  retired  to  Commerci,  which  was  a  place 
he  had  feiz’d  on,  and  had  two  good  caftles  belonging  to 
it.  But  having  advice  that  the  King’s  Army  continued 
its  march  after  him,  he  left  a  garrifon  in  it,  and  retired 
along  the  Meule  to  S.  Mrhel,  a  large  town,  whofe  walls 
were  half  demolifh’d.  He  look’d  out  for  forne  place  pro¬ 
per  to  poll:  himfelf  in  •  but  not  having  much  infantry, 
and  having  no  time  given  him  to  entrench  himfelf,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  to  Damviller,  a  place  which  he  held  on 
the  frontier  of  Luxembourg,  having  left  a  part  of  his  infan¬ 
try  inBarleduc,  Ligni,  Void,  and  Commerci,  which  take  up 
a  whole  canton  of  the  Country.  With  the  help  of  thele 
towns,  he  thought  to  winter  his  Army  there or  that  if  we 
attack’d  one  of  them,  fheltering  himfelf  with  the  other,  he 
might  very  much  annoy  the  befiegers,  on  account  of  the 
winter’s  coming  on  apace.  But  M.  de  T urenne,  who  plainly 
faw  by  the  frnall  places  he  took,  and  wherein  he  plac’d 
troops,  what  his  intention  was,  kept  marching  on  dired'tly 
to  him,  leaving  the  places  unattack’d  ■,  and  thus  in  five  or 
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An.  165 2. fix  days  fpace  he  forced  him  to  retire  into  the  Country  of 
Luxembourg. 

Marihal  de  la*Ferte  arriv’d  about  this  time  from  Nanci, 
at  S.  Mihel :  this  march  breaking  all  the  Prince’s  meafures, 
deprived  him  of  the  hopes  of  wintering  either  in  Cham¬ 
pagne  or  the  frontiers  of  Lorrain.  Having  feparated  his 
cavalry  and  infantry  of  all  the  corps  which  he  had  left  in 
the  Places,  he  could  not  rejoin  them,  and  a  part  of  that 
infantry  was  taken,  during  the  winter,  at  difcretion. 

From  S.  Mihel  we  march’d,  and  fat  down  before 
Ligni  and  Bar,  whither  came  Cardinal  Maz^rin,  who  had 
continually  relided  at  Sedan  fince  his  departure  from 
Pontoife.  W e  left  fome  infantry  to  attack  Ligni  j  and 
having  carried  the  lower  town  of  Bar  by  ftorm,  the  fiege 
lafted  ten  or  twelve  days  at  the  upper  town  and  caftle. 
The  Prince  came  with  fome  cavalry  as  far  asVaubecourt; 
but  perceiving  we  were  marching  to  him,  he  withdrew  to 
Damviller.  After  feven  or  eight  days  fiege,  and  a  very 
good  defence ,  Bar  and  Ligni  furrendered  at  difcretion , 
with  feven  or  eight  regiments  which  were  in  thofe  two 
places.  Then  the  Army  march’d  to  S.  Menehould ;  but 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  the  great  number  of  men  in 
the  place,  prevented  our  befieging  it :  the  froft  was  fo  ve¬ 
hement  that  abundance  of  Soldiers  died  of  cold  in  their 
march.  For  the  fame  reafon  we  could  not  lay  fiege  to 
jRhetel,  it  being  impoflible  to  break  ground:  befides, 
the  Prince’s  Army,  which  had  join’d  the  body  brought  by 
the  Spaniards  when  he  fat  down  before  Bar,  likewife  hin¬ 
dered  our  making  that  fiege ;  becaufe  the  enemy  who  held 
Chateau-Portien  might  ealily  havefuccoured  the  place.  In- 
ftead  of  going  upon  fo  confiderable  a  fiege,  we  undertook 
that  of  Chateau-Portien,  which  lafted  fix  or  feven  days; 
the  befieged  fent  to  the  Prince  to  know  whether  he  would 
relieve  them  or  not :  the  Prince  who  was  quartered  with 
his  whole  Army  and  that  of  Spain  at  Aubenton  and  Ru- 
migni,  not  above  fix  or  feven  leagues  diftance,  held  a 
Council  thereupon,  and  at  iaft  refolved  not  to  march,  fo 
that  Chateau-Portien  furrendered.  While  the  fiege  lafted, 
we  pafled  almoft  all  the  nights  In  the  open  field,  with  the 
whole  Army,  and  in  the  coldeft  weather  that  could  poflibly 
be. 

*  The  Vi  (count  here  conceals  Mar/hal  de  la  Ferte’s  extravagant  refentment 
which  -we  have  an  account  of  by  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  in  the  afti'-n. 

The 
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The  enemy’s  Army,  upon  the  news  that  Chateau-Por- An.  1652. 
tien  was  taken,  marched  to  Vervins,  and  took  it,  there  be-  ■  1  "■ 

ing  but  thirty  men  in  garrifon  there.  The  King’s  Army 
march’d  ftrait  on  to  Marie,  and  thence  to  Vervins,  where 
the  enemy  having  left  but  one  regiment  of  foot,  and  an¬ 
other  of  horfe,  the  place  furrender’d  in  twelve  hours  time : 
the  enemy  retired  into  their  own  Country,  and  the  King’s 
Army  had  quarters  afligned  them  in  all  the  Provinces. 

Cardinal  Mazarin,  who  came  to  the  Army  when  Bar  An.  1653. 
began  to  be  befieged,  did  not  quit  the  Army  till  the  fiege  ■■  « 

of  Vervins  was  over,  about  the  end  of  February;  after 
which  he  returned  to  Paris,  where  the  King’s  Authority 
had  gathered  ftrength  fince  his  return.  The  feizing  Car¬ 
dinal  de  Retz,  which  was  done  in  the  winter,  and  in  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarin’s  abfence,  but  not  without  his  privity ;  nay, 
in  purfuance  of  his  orders,  had  occafion’d  no  manner  of 
buitle :  he  was  confined  in  the  Chateau  to  Vincennes. 

There  was  no  confiderable  alteration  at  Court  during  the 
winter :  part  of  the  Army  was  fent  into  the  Provinces,  and 
but  few  troops  remained  on  the  frontiers ;  and  as  it  was 
very  late  before  either  the  Spanifh  or  the  King’s  Army 
went  into  winter-quarters,  June  was  almoft  fpent  before 
either  they  or  we  took  the  field.  The  Prince  held  S. 
Menehould  and  Rhetel  on  the  river  Aifiie,  both  of  them 
pofts  very  confiderable,  on  account  of  affording  an  entrance 
into  France,  and  chiefly  Rhetel,  there  being  from  thence 
an  eafy  accefs  through  laCapelle,  which  the  Spaniards  pof- 
feffed,  to  the  other  places  of  the  Low-Countries;  and  the 
Prince  likewife  had  in  his  hands  Stenai  on  the  Meufe,  which 
gave  him  a  communication  with  the  Country  of  Luxem¬ 
bourg.  M.  de  Turenne,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  confequence  of  that  poft,  by  the  knowledge  he 
had  of  it  during  the  war  he  was  concerned  in  after  the 
Prince’s  imprilonment,  prevailed  with  the  Cardinal  to  let 
him  affemble  the  Army,  and  go  and  lay  fiege  to  Rhetel, 
thereby  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  the  means  of  joining  to¬ 
gether  the  Army  which  was  in  the  Country  of  Luxembourg 
to  that  which  was  on  the  Sambre  behind  la  Capelle.  The 
King’s  Army  took  up  their  Quarters,  after  paffingover  the 
river  Aifne,  three  leagues  beyond  Rhetel,  which  was  the 
very  place  where  the  Army  from  Flanders  and  that  from 
Luxembourg  were  to  join. 

I  2  M.  de 
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An.  1653.  M.  deTurenne,  who  had  been  a  long  time  at  Stenai, 

• - —  was  very  fenfible  that  the  enemy  might  have  thoughts  of 

joining  in  that  place,  and  full  well  knew  that  if  their  junc¬ 
tion  could  be  hindered  by  the  King’s  Army,  it  would  take 
the  enemy  up  two  or  three  days  at  leaft  to  fix  upon  what 
to  do  3  that  is,  whether  the  Army  which  was  on  the  Sam- 
bre  fhould  go  to  Luxembourg,  or  whether  that  of  Lux¬ 
embourg  fhould  crofsf  the  Meufe,  and  join  that  of  the  Sam- 
bre  3  and  that  in  either  cafe,  it  would  require  four  or  five 
days  at  leaft  to  march  one  corps  to  the  other :  which  would 
give  the  King’s  Army  a  fafe  opportunity  of  eight  or  nine 
days  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Rhetel,  without  having  the 
enemy’s  Army  upon  their  back.  So  we  went  upon  the 
liege  with  half  the  King’s  Army :  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  was 
there  likewife  with  a  part  of  his  Army. 

There  were  not  above  eight  or  nine  hundred  men  inRhe- 
tel :  we  took  the  out-works  prefently,  nor  did  the  whole 
fiege  laft  above  three  days.  Tn  all  the  latter  campaigns 
of  this  war,  there  was  no  one  thing  of  greater  confequence 
than  to  have  the  King’s  Army  aflembled  in  the  Country 
beyond  Rhetel,  and  the  hindering  the  Prince  from  begin¬ 
ning  the  campaign  on  the  river  Aifne :  he  had  this  year  an 
Army  greatly  fuperior  to  the  King’s.  The  war  of  Bour- 
deaux  was  ftill  carrying  on  3  and  had  he  march’d  and  got 
under  Rhetel,  and  kept  it,  having  on  his  left  hand  the 
Meufe,  where  he  was  poffels’d  of  Moufon  and  Stenai,  and 
on  his  right  the  frontier  of  the  Low-Countries,  from 
whence  he  could  have  provisions,  it  would  have  been  ut¬ 
terly  impoffible  to  cover  all  the  Countries  which  were  ex- 
pofed,  namely,  Verdun,  S.  Dilier,  and  Vitri  on  one  fide, 
and  on  the  other  Guife,  Laon,  and  Soiflons,  and  in  front 
Rheims  and  Chalons.  The  King’s  Army,  this  campaign, 
had  not  above  fix  or  feven  thoufand  foot,  with  which  the 
field  was  to  be  kept,  and  the  places  garrifon’d  at  the  fame 
time.  M.  deTurenne,  above  a  month  before  he  left  Pa¬ 
ris,  considered  the  Prince’s  entrance  by  Rhetel  as  the  greateft 
mifchief  that  could  happen  3  for  which  reafon,  as  he  was 
affembling  the  King’s  Army  about  Chalons,  as  fbon  as  ever 
he  underftood  that  the  Prince  was  rendezvousing  his  Ar¬ 
my,  he  fent  to  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  who  was  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  S.  Menehould,  to  defire  him  to  put  himfelf  in 
March,  which  he  did  3  and  himfelf  by  another  rout  went 
on  to  Chateau-Portien,  and  pitch’d  his  quarters  at  the  ca- 

3  ftle 
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ftle  of  Chaumont,  where  there  were  two  hundred  of  the  An.  1655. 

enemy’s  men,  who  furrendered  atdifcretion ;  from  whence  . .  1 * 

we  went  and  belieg’d  Rhetel  next  day. 

The  Prince,  whofe  meafures  were  quite  broke,  not  be¬ 
ing  fufficiendy  aware  of  the  importance  of  Rhetel,  en¬ 
tered  France  by  the  frontier  of  Picardy  with  an  Army  of 
thirty  thoufand  men,  where  he  met  with  great  Obstacles, 
and  where  moil  certainly  there  was  not  the  fame  eafy  op¬ 
portunity  of  doing  any  thing  of  moment,  except  towards 
Champagne,  while  we  had  Rhetel,  and  the  other  places 
of  the  Meufe,  fuch  as  Moufon  and  Stenai.  The  month 
of  June  was  very  fir  advanced  when  we  took  Rhetel; 
which  deprived  him  of  the  excufe  that  he  was  prevented 
in  taking  the  field ;  but  oft-times  perfons  of  the  beft  un¬ 
demanding  commit  faults  which  ’tis  ealier  to  point  out 
than  prevent. 

After  the  taking  of  Rhetel,  the  enemy’s  Army  being 
got  together  at  la  Capelle,  the  King’s  Army  turn’d  that 
way,  and  went  and  pitch’d  near  Vervins.  About  this 
time  the  King,  together  with  the  Cardinal,  came  to  the 
Army,  which  went  and  lay  at  Ribemont,  when  ’twas 
known  that  the  enemy’s  Army  was  marching  to  Fon- 
fomme.  While  the  King  Staid  in  his  Army  at  Ribemont, 
that  of  the  enemy  was  Slill  at  Fonfomme,  and  the  guards 
of  the  two  Armies  were  not  above  a  quarter  of  a  league 
the  one  from  the  other.  This  was  our  pofture  for  five  or 
fix  days,  and  then  the  King  went  away  to  Paris. 

The  enemy  who  had  Staid  at  Fonfomme,  having  given 
the  neceffary  orders  concerning  provisions  for  themfelves 
and  the  corps  which  they  left  in  the  country,  march’d  and 
entered  France  with  a  good  number  of  Pioneers ;  and  leav¬ 
ing  the  river  Somme  on  their  right,  and  the  river  Oife  on 
their  left,  paSTed  on  to  within  a  league  of  Ribemont,  and 
went  and  lay  between  S.  Quentin  and  Ham.  The  King’s 
Army  march’d  the  fame  day,  and  went  and  lay  at  Acheri, 
which  is  a  league  from  la  Fere,  leaving  that  day  the  river 
Oife  between  them  and  the  enemy.  The  following  day, 
very  early,  their  Army  march’d,  and  leaving  Ham  on  the 
right  hand,  advanced  towards  Chauni.  It  was  of  a  con- 
fiderable  Strength,  having  fixteen  thoufand  foot,  eleven 
thoufand  horfe,  and  betv/een  thirty  and  forty  pieces  of 
cannon,  without  reckoning  a  third  body,  which  was  in 
the  parts  adjoining  to  Cambray.  This  march  threatened 
I  3  abundance 
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An.  1 65 3. abundance  of  places,  for  they  could  go  either  to  Com- 

»  ■—  ■  ■  *  piegne,  or  take  the  polls  between  Compiegne  and  Pon- 
toiie  on  the  river  Oife,  as  Creil  and  Pont  St.  Maxence, 
and  from  thence  march  on  to  the  very  gates  of  Paris,  and 
there  put  all  things  in  confufion ;  men’s  minds  there  being 
very  fluctuating,  and  the  King  himfelf  not  fafe,  had  the 
enemy’s  Army  but  approach’d  it.  They  could  likewife 
have  gone  to  Beauvais,  which  had  no  garrifon,  and  there 
being  but  few  foot  in  the  King’s  Army,  it  could  not  have 
fpared  a  man  to  be  put  into  S.  Quentin,  Ham,  or  Peronne, 
or  any  other  places  on  the  Somme,  on  any  one  of  which 
the  enemy  could  eafily  have  fallen,  had  the  King’s  Army 
been  at  a  diftance. 

M.  deTurenne  was  of  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  of 
the  whole  Army,  and  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  concurr’d  with 
him  therein  3  namely,  not  to  continue  following  the  river 
Oife,  thereby  to  cover  Compiegne,  Creil,  and  Pont  S. 
Maxence,  becaufe  that  ftep  would  have  expofed  to  the 
enemy  the  towns  on  the  Somme,  which  they  would  have 
certainly  befreged  3  but  to  pafs  over  the  Oife  to  the  fame 
fide  which  the  enemy  was  on,  and  to  encamp  within  two 
hours  of  them  in  fome  very  fafe  place.  It  muff  be  confi- 
dered  that  there  being  but  feven  thoufand  foot  in  the  King’s 
Army,  and  no  infantry  at  all  in  the  places,  there  was  no 
other  way  to  fave  them,  but  by  keeping  always  near  the 
enemy,  and  giving  them  to  underftand  that  we  /hould  al¬ 
ways  arrive  at  any  place  they  fhould  fit  down  before,  within 
twelve  or  fifteen  hours  as  foon  as  they.  Had  we  put  our 
infantry  into  the  places,  the  Army  would  not  have  dared 
to  keep  the  field  clofe  to  the  enemy,  and  thus  we  thouid 
have  given  them  a  means  to  undertake  any  thing  they  would 
have  thought  proper.  As  the  Prince  commanded  the  ene¬ 
my's  Army,  we  might  expedt  all  the  vigorous  refoiutions 
that  naturally  occur,  when  once  an  enemy  feparates 
it  felf,  and  leaves  fo  many  places  expofed.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  much  the  better  way  (though  fomewhat  dange¬ 
rous)  to  keep  continually  by  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  than 
to  take  either  of  the  two  methods  which  were  propofed  3 
that  is  to  fay,  either  to  march  with  the  Army  to  Compiegne 
without  paifing  the  Oife,  or  elfe  to  throw  infantry  into 
the  places,  and  remove  farther  off  from  the  enemy  with 
the  cavalry.  By  the  firft,  it  is  certain  the  enemy  might 
have  been  enabled  to  lay  liege  to  the  moll  confiderable 
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place  on  the  Somme,  having  a  body  near  Cambrai,  with  An.  1653. 
Pioneers  of  the  Country  always  at  hand,  and  the  King’s  r 
Army  could  not  have  come  up  with  them  under  four  or 
five  days.  By  the  fecond,  the  enemy  would  have  had  it 
in  their  power  to  march  to  Paris,  feeing  nothing  like  an 
Army  near  them,  or  they  might  have  laid  liege  to  a  place 
wherein  they  had  nothing  to  fear  but  a  garrifon,  fome- 
what  reinforced  indeed,  but  no  Army  to  hurt  them.  I 
dwell  fomewhat  long  on  this,  becaufe  lure  enough  the  re- 
folution  of  eroding  the  river,  of  putting  no  body  into  the 
places,  and  of  lodging  near  the  enemy,  did  actually  make 
the  enemy’s  entrance  into  France  of  no  effect  3  and  often¬ 
times  by  being  apprehenlive  of  too  many  things,  we  take 
meafures  different  from  this,  which  lucceed  very  ill.  Not 
that  this  is  quite  fecure,  for  an  enemy  may  march  to  you, 
and  fight  you :  but  when  one  has  a  good  Army,  though 
inferior  in  ftrength,  and  one  takes  good  care  in  pitching 
ones  camp,  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  the  enemy’s  moti¬ 
ons,  ’tis  the  mod:  fecure  way  of  any. 

The  enemy’s  Army  march’d  from  Chauni  to  Roye,  and 
the  King’s  about  Noyon  did  not  entrench ;  but  keeping 
a  lharp  eye  on  the  enemy’s  motions,  always  took  up  their 
quarters  in  very  advantageous  places.  They  attack’d 
Roye,  which  had  no  Soldiers  in  it ;  the  fiege  lafted  two 
days,  and  we  had  no  thoughts  of  relieving  the  place, 
it  being  but  a  fmall  town,  which  we  could  not  have  kept. 

When  they  had  taken  Roye,  they  began  to  be  very  much 
at  a  lofs  what  to  do  next :  they  did  not  dare  to  advance 
into  a  Country  where  they  had  no  places,  while  an  ene¬ 
my  lay  within  three  hours  march  of  them  with  an  Army. 

Neither  could  they  fall  upon  any  place  on  the  Somme, 
where  they  muft  have  feparated  themfelves  on  account  of 
the  Moraffes,  and  where  the  King’s  Army  might  have  ar¬ 
rived  the  fame  day.  Corbie  being  a  naked  place,  M.  de 
Turenne  fent  thither  five  hundred  horfe  under  M.  de 
Schomberg. 

About  this  time  we  intercepted  a  letter,  and  fent  it  to 
Court  to  be  decyphered,  whereby  it  was  difeovered  that 
the  enemy,  before  they  undertook  any  thing  (their  firft 
meafures  having  failed)  were  fending  for  a  body  from 
Cambrai  with  a  large  quantity  of  provilions ;  and  upon 
our  making  diligent  enquiry  in  and  about  Bapaumes  what 
was  doing  at  Cambrai,  we  found  that  the  faid  body  was 

I  +  upon 
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An.  1653  upon  the  point  of  fetting  out.  The  King’s  Army  leaving 

- - their  baggage  to  come  after,  palled  over  the  Somme  at 

Ham  3  and  marching  to  Peronne,  M.  deTurenne  advanced 
with  five  thoufand  horfe  as  far  as  Bapaumes,  to  wait  for 
this  body,  which  having  intelligence  of  our  march,  retired 
back  to  Cambrai.  The  enemy’s  Army,  finding  we  were 
between  them  and  their  convoy,  and  having  mifs’d  their 
opportunity  of  advancing  into  the  Country,  or  of  attack¬ 
ing  a  place  for  want  of  provifions,  quitted  Roye,  and 
marched  to  repafs  the  Somme  at  Cerifi,  which  is  between 
Peronne  and  Corbie,  having  thrown  a  great  number  of 
fafcines  on  the  Morafs.  In  lefs  than  four  and  twenty  hours 
time,  their  whole  Army  with  their  baggage  was  got  over 
to  the  fide  of  their  own  Country,  and  underftanding  that 
the  King’s  Army  lay  within  a  league  of  Peronne  hard  by 
Mount  S.  Quentin  without  being  intrench’d,  they  fet  out 
in  the  night,  and  march’d  directly  with  a  refolution  of 
fighting.  We  were  fome  time  in  doubt  whether  they  had 
quite  left  the  bridges  which  they  had  made  for  eroding  the 
Somme  with :  but  we  faw  by  their  march  that  they  had  en¬ 
tirely  abandon’d  them. 

The  King’s  Army  had  its  front  at  a  rivulet ;  but  the 
enemy  march’d  to  the  fpring,  which  was  not  above  half 
a  league  from  the  camp,  and  thus  they  came  in  flank 
of  us.  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  Army  was  on  that  fide 
where  the  enemy  was  coming,  and  it  was  impoflible  for 
him  to  put  himfelf  in  a  good  pofture,  and  they  fo  near 
at  hand  3  the  fituation  of  the  place  did  not  allow  him  to 
do  it,  and  gave  a  great  advantage  to  the  enemy,  who  had 
an  opportunity  to  extend  themfelves.  M.  deTurenne  ad¬ 
vanced,  having  the  Chevalier  de  Crequi  with  him,  and 
two  or  three  of  his  people  to  obferve  the  enemy.  Seeing 
that  they  took  their  march,  and  that  no  time  was'  to  be 
loft,  he  reprefented  to  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  the  ill  pofture 
fie  was  in  3  and  returning  to  his  Army,  which  was  on  the 
right  wing,  and  at  a  little  greater  diftance  from  that  of  the 
enemy,  he  fent  Varenr.es,  who  acted  as  Quarter-Mafter 
of  the  Army,  to  fee  how  the  Country  lay  beyond  a  cer¬ 
tain  fmall  wood :  he  found  it  to  be  a  pretty  large  plain, 
where  part  of  an  Army  might  be  drawn  up  in  battalia, 
and  that  the  enemy  had  not  yet  poflefs’d  themfelves  of 
it,  but  had  begun  to  advance  fome  fquadrons  thither, 
and  that  the  wood  leading  to  it  was  very  thin  of  trees. 

M.  de 
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M.de  Turenne  immediately  fent  word  to  Marflial  la  Ferte  /\ 
that  he  was  marching  to  that  plain,  and  defiring  him,  if  _ 
he  pleafed,  to  go  and  take  the  left  there  •  which  he  too 
thought  very  proper  to  be  done  :  and  thus  M.  de  Turenne 
began  his  march  to  Mount  S.  Quentin,  and  with  a  large 
front,  paffing  through  the  wood,  came  to  a  valley  on  one 
fide;  he  put  his  troops  in  order  of  battle  in  this  valley, 
where  fetting  the  infantry  immediately  at  work  upon  mak¬ 
ing  five  or  fix  redans  at  the  head  of  the  Army,  in  two 
hours  time  we  were  well  intrench’d. 

The  enemy’s  Army  feeing  that  of  the  King  in  this  ftate, 
and  having  been  obliged  to  halt  a  little  for  the  coming  up 
of  their  infantry,  ftopt  fhort ;  and  after  fome  skirmishings, 
began  to  fettle  themfelves  on  an  eminence,  within  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  league  of  the  King’s  Army.  Next  night  we  ad¬ 
vanced  the  works.  It  was  faid,  that  the  Prince  would  fain 
have  fought  that  day,  but  the  Spaniards  would  not  let  him. 

I  fancy  the  difficulty  arofe  from  their  long  march,  and 
that  the  King’s  Army  having  Shifted  their  poft,  obliged 
them  to  go  a  great  way  about,  which  occafion’d  lofs  of 
time,  and  gave  the  King’s  Army  an  opportunity  to  entrench 
themfelves  fully  :  which  being  fo,  there  was  now  no  more 
likelihood  of  either  the  Prince’s  or  Spaniards  defiring  to 
fight.  It  is  true  that  before  this  fame  changing  of  their 
poft,  the  King’s  Army  ran  a  great  risk,  the  enemy  having 
all  the  eminences  over  it;  and  ’tis  more  than  probable  we 
Should  have  fought  that  day  with  ill  fuccefs.  W e  kept 
in  prefence  one  of  another  for  two  or  three  days,  there 
palling  a  good  many  skirmiffies ;  and  when  that  term  was 
expired,  the  enemy  march’d  diredtly  to  Fonfomme,  and 
fent  three  thoufand  horfe  under  M.  de  Duras  to  inveft 
Guife. 

The  King’s  Army  having  feen  in  the  morning  that  the 
enemy  march’d  off,  croft  the  Somme  at  Peronne,  and 
went  feven  leagues  that  day.  M.  de  Turenne  fent  M.  de 
Beaujeu  with  all  fpeed  with  two  thoufand  horfe  to  get  into 
Guife.  The  enemy  had  not  fo  far  to  go  by  one  half  as 
the  King’s  Army  had  to  reach  Guife;  but  their  Army  ftopt 
within  three  leagues  of  it,  upon  the  Lorrainers  making  a 
difficulty  of  going  upon  that  liege  :  ’tis  faid  at  leaft  that 
this  was  what  fufpended  their  march  :  certain  it  is,  that 
if  they  had  gone  on,  they  had  got  thither  a  day  before 
the  King’s  Army,  and  no  man  knows  whether  M.  de  Beau- 
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An.  i653-jeu  could  have  got  in  there.  This  defign  mifcarrying, 

-  "  they  went  and  lay  at  Caulaincourt,  which  is  between  Ca- 
ftelet  and  Ham,  and  the  King’s  Army  at  Ham,  the  river 
Somme  being  between  them :  where  the  former  having 
continued  above  a  fortnight,  and  held  a  great  many  coun¬ 
cils  with  the  Archduke,  who  came  to  meet  them,  they 
fet  forwards  in  all  hafte,  and  leaving  Guife  on  their  left 
hand,  they  went  and  fat  down  before  Rocroi,  where  the 
iituation  is  lb  advantageous  to  thofe  that  come  there  firft, 
becaufe  of  the  great  woods  around  the  place,  that  we  de¬ 
clined  marching  thither  with  the  Army  to  its  relief,  and 
rather  chofe  to  lay  fiege  to  Moufon,  where  we  arrived 
with  very  great  expedition.  Tho’  the  trenches  were  opened 
at  the  fame  time  before  both  places,  Moufon  was  taken 
four  or  five  days  before  Rocroi.  The  enemy  had  in  it  fix- 
teen  hundred  men,  and  of  the  beft  regiments  of  the  Army. 
We  made  no  manner  of  circumvallation,  and  we  opened 
the  trenches  the  very  evening  we  got  thither.  The  fiege 
lafted  feventeen  days;  and  when  we  were  marching  on  to 
Rocroi,  we  had  news  brought  that  it  was  capitulating.  The 
enemy,  after  taking  it,  retreated  farther  into  their  Coun¬ 
try,  and  we  for  our  parts,  thinking  they  might  lay  fiege  to 
la  Bailee,  orBethune,  they  having  nothing  but  that  to  do, 
we  threw  in  fo  large  a  number  of  foot  into  both  places, 
that  they  could  lay  fiege  to  neither. 

The  affairs  of  Bourdeaux  being  ended  that  fummer,  there 
came  from  thence  lbme  troops  to  the  King,  with  which, 
and  his  French  and  Swifs  guards,  his  Majefty  ordered  the 
fiege  of  S.  Menehould  to  be  undertaken  by  MM.  d’Uxelles, 
Caftelneau  and  Navailles.  M.  de  Turenne  march’d  to  co¬ 
ver  Picardy  and  the  places  of  Flanders,  and  the  Marlhal 
de  la  Ferte  went  towards  the  Meufe  to  oppofe  M.  de  Lor- 
rain,  who  was  coming  with  lbme  troops  to  relieve  S. 
Menehould,  the  fiege  whereof  continued  till  the  beginning 
of  December.  The  troops  there  were  difheartened  by  the 
fallies  and  bad  weather,  and  ’tis  thought  that  the  powder 
of  the  befieged  taking  fire,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
furrendring  of  the  place.  Winter  now  came  on,  and  the 
Armies  retired  on  both  fides :  the  King’s  Army  having 
taken,  during  the  campaign,  Rhetel,  Moufon,  and  S.  Me¬ 
nehould,  and  the  enemy  only  Rocroi;  tho’  there  was  not 
the  leaft  proportion  between  them  in  point  of  forces, 
thofe  of  the  enemy  being  by  far  the  more  confiderable. 

End  of  the  Second  Book.  MEMOIRS 
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BOOK  the  THIRD. 

Of  the  Wan  in  FLANDERS. 

TH  E  winter  was  fpent  without  producing  any  - 
thing  confiderable  at  Court,  and  all  authority ' 
refted  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Cardinal  Mazarin. 
In  the  fpring,  the  King  went  to  be  crown’d  at 
Rheims,  where  it  was  relblved  to  take  the  regiments  of 
French  and  Swifs  Guards,  and  four  or  five  other  regiments 
of  infantry,  with  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  horfe,  and  to 
give  the  command  of  them  to  M.  Fabert,  to  go  and  be- 
fiege  Stenai.  It  was  refolved  alio  that  the  King  fhould  go 
to  Sedan,  in  order  to  be  near  the  liege ;  that  the  Army 
fhould  keep  on  the  frontier  of  Champagne,  that  they  might 
repair  likewife  to  Stenai,  if  that  of  the  enemy  palled  into 
the  Country  of  Luxembourg  j  and  that,  in  cafe  they  at¬ 
tempted  any  thing  on  the  frontier  of  Flanders,  we  might 
alfb  march  to  that  fide.  There  was  no  likelihood  the  ene¬ 
my  would  make  lo  confiderable  a  fiege  as  that  of  Arras. 
We  thought  that  if  they  did  not  march  to  Stenai,  they 
could  only  lay  fiege  to  Bethune  or  la  Bailee,  and  then  we 
might  beliege  fome  place  on  the  frontier,  as  la  Capelle  or 
Landrecies. 

While  the  King’s  Army  was  at  la  Fere,  we  learnt  by 
M.  Mondejeu,  Governor  of  Arras,  that  the  place  was  in¬ 
verted,  without  his  having  the  leaft  previous  notice  of  it.  In 

Flanders 


• *654. 
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An.  1 654. Flanders  fuch  a  thing  may  eafily  happen,  becaufe  it  being 
r  --  a  clofe  Country,  the  fortified  places  are  fo  near  to  one  an¬ 

other,  that  the  enemy  may  threaten  a  great  many  at  a 
time,  and  the  Governors  not  know  which  is  aimed  at. 
Excepting  a  hundred  horfe  which  M.  de  Mondejeu  had  in 
the  place,  all  his  cavalry,  confiding  of  five  hundred 
horfe,  was  in  a  flying  camp  commanded  by  M.  le  Barre, 
who  was  on  the  river  Authie,  near  Dourlens,  and  had  or¬ 
ders  to  cover  Arras,  Bethune,  and  la  Bailee.  He  had  put 
his  infantry  into  the  two  latter  places,  as  being  the  mod 
remote,  and  the  mod  difficult  to  relieve  in  cafe  the  enemy 
befieged  them  j  and  he  believed,  as  well  as  the  Governor 
of  Arras,  that  he  fliould  dill  have  time  enough  to  enter 
into  the  place  before  it  was  inveded,  becaufe  it  was  a  plain 
champain  Country,  and  not  far  off.  He  could  not  fuc- 
ceed  the  two  or  three  fird  days ;  but  aderwards,  having 
fent  M.  d’Equancourt  with  four  hundred  horfe,  and  M.  de 
S.  Lieu  with  a  like  number  by  different  ways,  and  at  a 
day’s  didance  from  each  other,  they  both  attempted  to 
throw  themfelves  into  the  place  with  great  boldnefs ;  but 
meeting  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  who  waited  for  them 
on  two  lines,  one  half  of  their  men  were  taken  or  forced 
to  return,  and  the  other  half  got  into  the  place  with  them. 
M.  deTurenne  detach’d  likewife  from  his  Army  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  Crequi  with  five  hundred  horfe,  made  up  of  his 
regiment,  that  of  Bouillon ,  and  other  detachments,  who 
after  fetching  a  great  compafs,  meeting  with  a  barrier  of 
the  enemy’s  camp  which  was  not  clofed,  they  entered  in ; 
and  though  he  was  charged  by  their  cavalry,  he  threw 
himfelf  into  the  place  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  horfe : 
a  great  part  of  the  red  were  taken  prifoners,  and  his  lad 
troop,  commanded  by  a  Colonel,  was  lod  in  the  night, 
and  could  not  follow  him. 

When  we  heard  that  this  cavalry  was  got  into  Arras,  we 
were  forae  time  in  doubt  whether  the  enemy  would  go  on 
with  the  fiege ;  but  we  had  information  given  us  that  they 
were  at  work  on  their  lines,  and  that  this  relief  had  only 
retarded  for  fome  days  the  opening  the  trenches.  The 
King’s  Army  advanced  to  Peronne-  and  we  fearing  we 
fhould  not  be  able  to  draw  from  thence  all  the  neceffary 
proviiion,  M.  de  Turenne  was  againd  approaching  near 
the  enemy’s  camp,  till  after  fuch  order  was  taken  in  the 
matter  of  provifions,  that  we  fliould  not  be  obliged  to  fight 
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the  enemy  in  their  lines  without  reafon,  nor  to  retire  for  An.  1654. 
want  of  fubfiftence.  As  for  the  former,  there  was  no  '■ 

prudence  in  fighting  an  Army  greatly  fuperior,  which  had 
not  opened  a  trench,  and  confequendy  was  not  weakened 
by  defertion,  or  want  of  proviiion,  or  by  lofs  of  men, 
which  is  always  very  great  in  a  fiege :  and  for  the  other, 
nothing  was  more  manifeft,  than  that  to  approach  an 
enemy,  and  be  afterwards  forced  to  retire,  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  very  ill  confequences  both  to  the  Army  and 
to  the  town  befieged.  Had  it  not  been  for  thefe  incon¬ 
veniences,  it  had  doubtlefs  been  prudent  to  have  march’d 
to  the  enemy  as  foon  as  poffibly  we  could,  after  they  had 
fat  down  before  the  place,  becaufe  we  might  have  pre¬ 
vented  their  ftoring  their  camp  with  proviiion :  but  we 
thought  this  laft  inconvenience  lefs  than  the  others. 


The  Cardinal,  who  was  with  the  King  at  Sedan  during 
the  fiege  of  Stenai,  had  thoughts  of  coming  to  Peronne; 
but  he  fent  thither  M.  le  Tellier.  M.  de  Turenne  and  the 
Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  v/ent  to  fee  that  Minifter  the  morn¬ 
ing  that  they  march’d  to  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  were 
perfectly  well  fatisfied  that,  he  being  on  the  frontier,  all 
things  would  be  well  regulated  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
Army,  which  went  nine  leagues  off,  lay  within  cannon- 
fhot  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  put  themfelves  between 
them  and  Douai,  from  whence  they  drew  all  their  provi- 
fions.  The  King’s  Army  had  not  above  fourteen  or  fif¬ 
teen  thoufand  men,  and  that  of  the  enemy  above  twenty- 
five  thoufand.  M.  de  Turenne,  on  account  of  theweak- 
nefs  of  the  Army,  and  want  of  artillery-equipage  and  pro- 
viiions,  was  not  for  undertaking  any  thing  but  the  relief 
of  Arras,  the  fiege  whereof  he  always  thought  would  be 
difficult ;  and  that  if  the  King’s  Army,  fure  of  provifion, 
approached  to  the  Spaniards  camp,  it  might  perhaps  after¬ 
wards  find  means  to  force  their  lines.  He  was  not  of  the 
common  opinion  that  the  French  fhould  be  immediately 
put  upon  addon,  being  perfuaded  they  have  the  fame  pa¬ 
tience  as  other  nations  when  they  are  well  conduced. 

In  two  days  time  we  came  in  fight  of  the  enemy’s  camp 
near  an  eminence  called  Mouchi  le  Preux.  The  Spani¬ 
ards  having  fome  cavalry  there,  we  were  at  firft  afraid  left 
they  fhould  range  themlelves  behind  in  order  of  battle  to 
hinder  that  of  the  King  from  crofting  a  brook  •  but  as  this 
brook  was  far  from  th<t  Place,  they  did  not  do  it,  be- 


126  Memoirs  of  the  Book  IIP. 

An.  i654-caufe  the  liege  muft  have  been  rais’d,  which  could  not 

«.  have  been  done  fo  foon,  but  the  King’s  Army  would  have 

had  time  to  put  themfelves  in  a  good  pofture,  and  given 
them  reafon  to  have  been  apprehenfive  of  the  iffue  of  a 
battle.  It  has  however  been  faid  that  the  Prince  had  a 
mind  to  do  it ;  but  that  the  Spaniards  would  not  confent 
to  it.  As  foon  as  their  troops  faw  us  make  divers  bridges 
on  the  brook,  they  retired  into  their  camp  after  fome 
skirmilhings,  and  the  King’s  Army  advancing  on  a  height, 
began  to  fortify  themfelves  there ;  which  was  done  in  the 
clofe  of  that  day  and  the  night  following. 

The  camp  had  its  right  wing  on  the  Scarpe,  where 
we  likewife  foon  made  bridges  to  have  a  communication 
with  la  Bailee,  and  to  hinder  provifions  from  Douai.  The 
whole  front  took  up  the  fpace  between  the  Scarpe  and  a 
fmall  brook  which  goes  down  to  Arleux,  and,  by  the 
means  of  the  cavalry,  we  kept,  as  much  as  we  poflibly 
could,  the  road  to  Cambrai  and  Douai,  which  being  all 
an  open  champain  Country,  we  eafily  hindered  any  wag¬ 
gons  or  carts  from  coming,  but  could  not  prevent  Troop¬ 
ers  from  carrying  ammunition  behind  them  on  horfeback. 
We  likewife  fent  to  Count  de  Broglio,  Governor  of  la 
Bailee,  to  come  and  lie  at  Lens,  with  fifteen  hundred  or 
two  thouland  men  of  the  garrifon ;  and  by  this  means  we 
cut  off  all  provifions  on  the  fide  of  Douai  and  Lille :  the 
fide  towards  S.  Paul  was  frill  left  very  open,  whereby  the 
enemy  might  have  a  free  communication  with  Aire  and 
St.  Omer.  The  very  evening  that  we  came  with  the  Ar¬ 
my  to  Mouchi  le  Preux,  we  wrote  to  the  Governor  of 
Hedin  to  put  men  into  S.  Paul j  and  if  that  had  been 
done,  the  fiege  of  Arras  had  infallibly  been  raifed,  and 
we  not  obliged  to  attack  their  lines ;  but  either  private  in- 
tereft,  or  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  of  Hedin,  kept 
the  Governor  from  doing  it.  W  e  had  however  found  a 
remedy  to  this  misfortune,  had  it  not  been  for  the  death 
of  M.  de  Beaujeu,  who  having  been  hurried  away  with 
twelve  hundred  horfe  and  fome  infantry  of  Count  de  Bro¬ 
glio,  to  guard  the  fide  of  S.  Paul,  met  with  the  enemy  as 
they  were  going  with  a  convoy  to  Aire,  and  feven  or 
eight  hundred  horfe  falling  upon  him  at  break  of  day, 
as  his  people  were  refrelhing  themfelves,  he  was  put  in 
diforder,  and  killed  on  the  fpot  j  but  his  men  rallying,  the 
enemy  were  beaten,  and  a  great  many  of  them  killed  or 

taken 
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taken  prifoners.  Ours  not  having  leaders,  returned  to  Be*  An.  1654. 
thune,  without  marching  whither  they  were  commanded  to  ■« 

go.  In  this  interval,  the  enemy  haftened  with  fome  in¬ 
fantry  into  S.  Paul,  which  put  the  place  out  of  a  poffibi- 
lity  of  being  taken,  unlefs  the  Army  march’d  thither ;  and 
we  could  not  quit  the  fide  of  Douai,  becaufe  both  places 
are  oppofite  to  each  other. 

As  the  forementioned  cavalry  was  returned  to  Bethune, 

M.  de  Turenne  fent  M.  de  Liilebonne  to  command 
them.  He  led  them  to  Pernes,  to  cut  off  the  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  enemy’s  camp  and  Aire  •  but  the  fide 
of  S.  Paul  ftill  continued  free,  from  whence  they  receiv¬ 
ed  many  conveniences.  M.  deBroglio  attempted  to  take 
that  place  j  but  he  was  repulfed  with  lofs.  Things  remain¬ 
ed  fome  time  in  this  polture  •  the  enemy  meeting  with 
great  difficulties  in  the  fiege,  becaufe  of  the  reliftance 
made  by  the  befieged,  as  alfo  on  account  of  the  King’s 
Army,  which  was  ftill  encamped  hard  by  them.  As  we 
were  daily  made  acquainted  how  the  fiege  went  on,  we 
made  it  our  foie  bufinefs  to  intercept  or  obftrudt  the 
convoys,  without  trying  to  force  the  lines,  till  the  be¬ 
fieged  were  fore  prelfed.  We  knew  the  Spanifh  Army 
was  greatly  diminiftied :  but  their  circumvallation  could 
hardly  be  in  a  better  condition.  Nothing  therefore  very 
confiderable  happened  for  the  fpace  of  a  month,  except 
fome  powder  taking  fire,  as  the  enemy  was  carrying  it  on. 
horfeback  behind  them,  and  fome  fmall  convoys  which 
were  met  with.  Whatever  came  from  Cambrai  to  their 
camp  was  conveyed  by  Troopers  who  went  by  night ;  and 
though  our  cavalry  was  on  the  avenues  to  way-lay  them, 
we  could  never  fight  on  them,  becaufe  all  the  adjacent 
parts  are  wide  extended  plains.  Mean  while,  the  befieged 
bravely  defended  their  out-works,  and  twice  or  thrice 
drove  back  the  enemy  to  one  of  their  firft  pallifades  a 
very  great  diftance  from  the  place,  and  fo  well  kept  their 
ground,  that  at  feven  weeks  end  from  the  opening  the 
trenches,  the  enemy  was  got  no  farther  than  upon  the 
counterfcarp  of  a  half-moon,  which  is  before  the  ditch, 
and  had  taken  but  one  horn-work,  without  which  they 
could  not  have  gone  on  to  that  half-moon.  The  befieg¬ 
ed  did  all  that  men  could  do  in  the  defence  of  a  place  ; 
the  Chevalier  de  Crequi,  M.  d’Equancourt,  and  M.  de  S. 

Lieu  were  wounded  in  the  outworks,  where  they  did  ex- 
2  cellent 
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An.  i654.cellent  fervice  j  M.  de  Mondejeu  likewife  behaved  as  welt 

it-'v.  rs. —  ais  a  Governor  could  do. 

The  fiege  of  Stenai  was  ftill  carrying  on,  and  was  fpurc 
out  into  feme  length  through  the  ftout  defence  made  by 
the  befieged.  M.  de  Turenne  and  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte 
feeing  that  the  enemy  neverthelefs  pufh’d  on  that  of  Ar¬ 
ras,  though  attended  with  much  difficulty,  came  to  a 
refolution  to  attack  the  lines,  being  excited  thereto  by 
the  intelligence  they  had  received  from  Mondejeu,  who 
feigned  himfelf  to  be  fomewhat  more  preffed  than  he  re¬ 
alty  was.  It  is  no  new  thing  for  Governors  to  a£t  thus 
becaufe  not  being  fure  but  that  the  enemy  will  attack 
them  with  yet  more  vigour,  or  that  their  own  men  may 
grow  faint  in  the  defence,  they  are  always  for  putting 
things  at  the  worft,  and  making  believe  they  cannot  hold 
out  fo  long  as  in  reality  they  can.  We  had  ordered  to 
be  in  readinefs  all  the  fafcines  and  hurdles  for  attacking 
the  lines  next  day,  when  news  was  brought  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  that  Stenai  was  capitulating }  and  the  Cardinal  fent 
Word  that  the  King  would  expedite  his  march  to  Peronne,. 
and  fend  all  the  troops  which  had  ferv’d  in  the  fiege  of 
Stenai  to  re-inforce  the  Army.  M.  de  Turenne  thought 
fit  to  wait  for  this  re-inforcement ;  becaufe  we  had  cer¬ 
tain  knowledge  that  the  town  could  ftill  hold  out,  and 
we  were  fo  near  the  enemy  that  nothing  could  happen 
but  we  rauft  have  notice  of  it  every  day.  The  Cardinal 
too  had  a  mind  to  try  whether  M.  de  Turenne  would  be 
offended  at  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt’s  having  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  -troops  which  were  coming  from  before 
Stenai  to  join  him-  but  in  fo  important  a  fituation  of 
affairs,  M.  de  Turenne  thought  there  could  not  be  too 
many  troops  or  too  many  Generals  :  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte 
too  was  of  .the  fame  mind.  Thefe  troops  therefore  ha- 
ften’d  their  march  after  the  furrender  of  Stenai,  crofted 
the  Somme,  and  making  long  marches,  came  to  Ba- 
paume. 

Two  days  before  their  arrival,  the  Duke  of  York  and 
M.  de  Joyeufe,  who  was  Colonel  General  of  the  Light- 
herfe,  riding  out  with  M.  de  Turenne  towards  the  enemy’s 
camp,  pretty  near  the  Prince’s  quarter,  faw  two  troops  at 
fome  diftance  from  their  main  guard :  M.  de  Caftelnau 
was  there  too  with  fome  Volunteers  j  and  being  minded 
to  pufh  at  thofe  troops,  we  Ordered  out  a  fquadron  of 
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our  guard  to  fupport  the  Volunteers,  who  having  begun  An.  1 654. 
an  engagement ,  thofe  two  troops  turn’d  back  ;  and  ■  ■  — > 
coming  to  a  hollow  way,  they  put  thefe  Gentlemen 
into  fome  confufion  with  their  carbines,  and  began  to 
purfue  them.  The  fquadron  which  fupported  them  took 
a  fright  •  fo  that  they  retreated  two  or  three  hundred  pa¬ 
ces,  being  hard  put  to’t  by  the  enemy.  There  were  fe- 
ven  or  eight  Volunteers  wounded  or  taken  prifoners-  M. 
de  Joyeufe  alfo  was  wounded  in  the  arm  with  a  carbine- 
fhot :  his  wound  was  at  hrft  thought  to  be  but  flight, 
but  being  carried  to  Paris,  he  died  of  it  in  fix  weeks  af¬ 
ter.  As  foon  as  ’twas  known  that  the  troops  from  Ste- 
nai  were  within  three  leagues  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  M. 
de  T urenne  went  and  met  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  with 
two  thoufand  horfe :  Intelligence  being  brought  to  them 
that  the  enemy  expected  a  large  convoy  from  S.  Paul, 
they  lay  that  night  at  Aubigni,  which  is  three  hours 
march  from  Arras,  and  the  following  day  they  went  to 
S.  Paul,  and  took  it  as  foon  as  they  reach’d  it.  Here  we 
were  given  to  underhand  that  the  enemy  expected  three 
thoufand  men  to  fecure  the  convoy,  and  that  the  fiege 
too  went  on  but  heavily,  for  want  of  warlike  ftores.  This 
obliged  us  to  do  our  utmoft  to  intercept  this  convoy,  be- 
caufe  if  that  had  been  done,  the  enemy  rauft  have  railed 
the  fiege. 

After  S.  Paul  was  taken,  M.  deTurenne  and  Marfhal 
d’Hocquincourt  fpent  a  whole  day  in  battering  the  Abby 
of  St.  £loy,  where  the  enemy  had  five  hundred  men, 
who  furrendered  at  difcretion.  It  being  not  above  a  fmall' 
league  from  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte 
continuing  at  Mouchi  le  Preux  with  the  Army,  it  has 
been  laid  that  the  Prince  would  fain  have  fallen  on  the 
body  which  attack’d  the  Abby  of  Mount  S.  Eloi,  and 
that  the  Spaniards  did  not  think  it  proper  ;  but  obftacles 
oftentimes  occur  in  a  large  circumvallation,  and  after  a 
long  fiege,  which  hinder  the  execution  of  the  belt  laid 
fchemes. 

Mount  S.  Eloi  having  furrendered ,  Marfhal  d’Hoc¬ 
quincourt  began  to  entrench  himfelf  in  CefaPs  camp, 
and  M.  de  Turenne  went  and  re-join’d  ihe  Army  at  Mou* 
chi  le  Preux,  marching  all  along  the  enemy’s  lines  for 
above  two  hours.  None  but  a  few  skirmifhers  came  out 
of  the  lines,  which  M.  de  Caftelnau  went  and  took  a 
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An.  1654  cl°fe  view  of,  and  the  cavalry  march’d  all  that  time 

— ■■  within  the  reach  of  a  three-pounder  cannon-lhot.  We 
obferv’d  this  whole  fide  of  the  lines  to  be  very  naked : 
this  was  Dom  Ferdinando  Solis’s  quarters ;  and  ’tis  certain 
this  march  gave  us  great  lights,  both  how  to  make  the 
attack,  and  as  to  the  road  we  were  to  take  in  order  to  the 
making  it.  M.  de  Turenne  being  arrived  in  the  camp, 
fent  to  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  to  let  him  know  that  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  which  had  deligned  to  conduct  the  convoy. 
Were  taking  their  way  to  Dowai,  and  that  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood  they  would  endeavour  to  enter  the  lines  in  the  night. 
He  gave  all  the  neceffary  orders  for  hindering  it,  having 
caufed  all  the  cavalry  to  mount ;  but  thro’  the  fault  of  an 
Officer  who  was  polled  on  the  route  with  a  fmail  body 
of  cavalry,  and  who  gave  no  advice  of  the  thing,  M.  de 
Bouteville,  who  commanded  that  cavalry  loaded  with 
powder  and  granadoes,  enter’d  the  lines;  which  being 
known,  it  was  refolved  to  make  the  attack  next  day.  After 
having  confider’d  all  things,  it  was  thought  proper  to  fall 
on  with  all  the  Army  in  front,  and  that  too  in  the  night : 
M.  de  Turenne  being  always  of  opinion  not  to  make  at¬ 
tempts  on  feveral  iides  at  once,  becaufe  each  waiting  to 
fall  on,  an  opportunity  often  is  flipt,  the  time  paffes  away, 
and  day-light  comes ;  befides,  when  people  don’t  fee  one 
another,  they  eafily  grow  fufpicious  that  their  friends  are 
repulfed.  In  the  day  time  an  enemy  gets  all  his  troops 
together ;  but  in  the  night  he  dares  not  entirely  difgarnilli 
his  quarters :  the  greateft  difficulty  which  attends  an  ex¬ 
pedition  by  night,  is  the  mens  liablenefs  to  mifs  their  way ; 
for  which  reafon  our  camp  ffiould  be  very  clofe  to  the 
enemy’s  lines  to  avoid  falling  into  this  inconveniency. 

We  march’d  then  in  the  beginning  of  the  night :  M. 
de  Turenne  led  the  van:  and  having  crofs’d  the  Scarpe 
under  the  quarter  of  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  who  had  or¬ 
der’d  a  good  number  of  bridges  to  be  made.  We  took 
the  fame  road  we  had  done  in  returning  from  mount 
S.  Eloi :  we  were  well  advifed  of  the  condition  of  the 
enemy’s  lines;  they  had  every  where  a  forlorn  ditch 
(fojfe  perdu )  five  or  fix  foot  deep,  and  eight  or  nine 
broad ;  and  between  this  ditch  and  that  of  the  line,  there 
was  a  fpace  of  four  or  five  paces  full  of  holes  or  wells, 
which  were  round,  and  three  or  four  foot  deep,  and  about 
a  foot  in  diameter.  Beyond  thefewas  a  line  as  ufual,  with 

a  ditch 


Vifcount  deTURENNE.  13 1 

a  ditch  of  feven  or  eight  foot,  and  a  parapet  of  the  ac-  An.  1 654. 
cuftomed  heighth :  they  had  put  between  the  holes  a  -  ■  ^ 

kind  of  fmall  pallifades,  only  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  the 
more  to  hamper  and  embarrafs  the  horle. 

We  refolved  to  give  the  onfet  with  the  infantry  in  two 
lines  •  and  to  each  battalion  of  the  firft  line  was  appointed 
Four  or  five  fquadrons  to  carry  the  fafcines  and  hurdles 
with  which  we  were  to  cover  the  holes :  the  cavalry  car¬ 
ried  likewife  tools  proper  for  the  bufinefs  they  went  upon. 

Having  march’d  within  a  fmall  half  league  of  the  line, 
there  wanted  fcarce  two  hours  of  day-light.  M.  de  Tu- 
renne’s  Army  drew  up  in  order.  That  of  Marfhal  de  la 
Ferte  took  the  left  hand-  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  came 
alfo  from  Mount  St.  Eloi  to  charge  on  the  fame  front. 

We  approach’d  within  two  hundred  paces  of  the  line, 
without  giving  an  alarm ;  and  two  hundred  men  who 
were  at  the  head  of  each  battalion  of  the  firft  line,  advanc’d 
to  the  firft  ditch:  the  fire  they  fuftained  was  but  flight; 
and  yet  if  the  battalions  had  not  that  fame  inftant  march’d 
up  and  feconded  thefe  detachments,  they  had  been  over¬ 
power’d.  We  hardly  met  with  any  refiftance ;  but  all  the 
troops  had  fancied  this  action  to  be  a  thing  fo  difficult, 
that  none  but  the  Officers  and  fome  of  the  Soldiers  ftuck 
hard  to  the  parapet,  all  the  other  Soldiers  of  the  regiments 
remaining  in  the  field,  without  daring  to  come  near.  Of 
Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  Army,  there  were  but  fome  of  the 
regiments  that  went  to  the  laft  ditch :  but  not  one  en¬ 
ter’d  by  his  attack :  when  we  had  forced  the  line  on  their 
right  hand,  they  came  and  enter’d  that  way.  We  were 
a  good  half  hour  in  filling  up  the  ditches,  the  cavalry 
which  was  behind  the  battalions  alighting,  and  carrying 
the  hurdles  and  fafcines,  during  which  fpace  there  was  a 
great  noife  of  kettle-drums  and  trumpets  behind  the  line, 
but  little  or  no  firing. 

The  Count  de  Broglio,  M.  de  Caftelnau  and  M.duPaf- 
fage  commanded  the  infantry  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  firft 
line;  M.  de  Roncherolles  two  battalions  of  the  fecond, 
and  the  Duke  of  York,  M.  de  Lillebonne,  and  M.  d’Eclain- 
villiers  were  with  the  cavalry,  who  as  foon  as  the  infan¬ 
try  had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  line,  began  to 
enter  by  a  barrier,  leading  their  horfes  by  the  bridle ;  and 
fhortly  after,  the  regiments  which  were  on  the  firft  line, 
that  is,  the  Swifs  guards,  Picardy,  Fetyllade,Pleffis-Prafiin, 
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An.  1654  and  Turenne,  having  each  made  its  way  thro’,  the  ea- 

-  valry  which  was  delign’d  to  follow  each  regiment  of  foot, 

enter’d  by  the  pafiage  which  thofe  regiments  had  made 
for  them. 

It  was  very  near  day-light  when  the  openings  of  the 
line  were  made,  and  orders  were  given  that  the  cavalry, 
after  they  had  entered,  fhould  form  their  fquadrons  near 
the  line,  by  the  favour  of  the  foot  which  fhould  conti¬ 
nue  in  battalia  •  but  the  great  joy  the  troops  were  in,  at 
feeing  themfelves  within  the  line,  and  at  the  enemy’s  tak¬ 
ing  a  fright,  as  alfo  the  hope  of  plunder,  made  all  the  fol- 
diers  run  confufedly  into  the  camp,  the  infantry  to  pillage 
and  the  cavalry  to  follow  feme  fquadrons  of  the  enemy, 
which  were  retreating  on  the  fide  of  the  Lorrainers  quar¬ 
ters. 

Marfhal  d'Hocquincourt's  Army  having  a  little  mifs’d 
their  way  in  the  dark  of  the  night,  attack’d  the  lines 
foon  after  the  firft  attack,  and  carried  them  with  little  or 
no  difficulty.  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  as  foon  as  he  faw  a 
pafiage  open’d,  enter’d  with  his  cavalry,  and  advanced 
with  fome  fquadrons,  flipping  within  the  line  on  the  left 
hand  •  there  were  likewife  fome  Officers  and  Soldiers  of 
our  infantry,  who  followed  him  in  very  great  diforder. 

The  Prince  having  pafs’d  through  the  Spaniards  quar- 
„  ter,  led  fome  cavalry  to  the  relief  of  the  line :  fome  of 
his  infantry  likewife  follow’d  him  •  but  when  he  faw  the 
line  carried  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  his  whole  camp  al¬ 
ready  in  l'uch  great  diforder,  ’tis  faid  that  upon  the  Arch¬ 
duke’s  asking  him  what  he  would  advife  him  to  do,  he  an- 
lwer’d,  ’Twas  his  opinion  he  ought  to  retire. 
For  his  own  part,  he  march’d  directly  on  to  where  Mar- 
ffial  de  la  Ferte  was,  who  was  fain  to  order  his  fquadrons 
to  retreat.  M.  de  Turenne  had  re-aflembled  fome  troops, 
forefeeing  plainly  enough,  that  if  the  enemy  return’d,  there 
would  be  a  great  confulion.  All  he  could  do  was  to 
chear  them  up,  when  the  cavalry  which  had  advanced  re¬ 
turn’d  back,  after  they  had  got  two  twenty-four  pounders, 
over  the  line.  It  is  certain,  that  if  the  Prince  could 
have  brought  fome  regiments  of  infantry  with  his  caval¬ 
ry,  he  would  have  forced  the  King’s  whole  Army  to  have 
thrown  themfelves  into  Arras,  fo  great  was  their  confiifion 
when  firft  they  enter’d  the  lines ;  but  as  there  was  a  very 
great  confternation  in  his  Army,  all  he  could  do  was  to 
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pufh  that  cavalry  of  M.  de  la  Ferte’s,  and  take  a  good 
number  of  prifoners  of  the  infantry  which  I  faid  had  fol¬ 
low’d  him,  and  by  this  means  give  a  good  part  of  the  Spa¬ 
nish  infantry  an  opportunity  to  retire,  fome  to  Cambrai, 
others  to  Douai :  as  for  the  cavalry,  they  loft  very  few  of 
them  •  but  they  left  near  fixty  pieces  of  cannon  either  in 
their  trenches  or  on  their  lines.  I  believe  there  might  be 
two  or  three  thoufand  Soldiers  of  their  infantry  kill’d  or 
made  prifoners,  and  all  their  baggage  loft.  Of  the  King’s 
Army  there  were  fome  Officers  kill’d  or  wounded,  and 
three  or  four  hundred  Soldiers :  there  were  fome  com¬ 
mon  Soldiers  taken  prifoners,  and  fome  Officers  of  the 
Guards.  When  the  Prince  retired,  the  King’s  whole  Ar¬ 
my  fell  to  plundering  the  enemy’s  camp ,  fo  that  they 
were  not  purfued  farther  than  their  circumvallation. 

The  Court  which  was  at  Peronne  came  to  Arras  five 
or  fix  days  after  the  fiege  was  rais’d  ■  and  as  we  could  un¬ 
dertake  no  confiderable  fiege,  there  being  nothing  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  that,  the  King’s  Army  being  all  retired  into  their 
refpedtive  places,  the  King  went  back  again  to  Paris.  The 
Marftial  de  la  Ferte  and  the  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  fol¬ 
low’d  him.  M.  de  Turenne  went  over  the  Schelde  be¬ 
tween  Cambrai  and  Bouchain;  and  having  march’d  as 
far  as  Conde,  he  heard  that  Quefnoi,  the  outworks  where¬ 
of  the  enemy  had  razed,  was  very  thinly  garrifon’d ;  he 
march’d  three  leagues  back,  and  took  it  the  fecond  day  • 
then  he  advanc’d  to  Binches,  a  forry  town  which  furren- 
der’d  :  he  ftaid  there  twelve  or  fifteen  days,  having  left  a 
garrifon  at  Quefnoi,  which  he  did  not  quit  till  Novem¬ 
ber,  having  caufed  to  be  brought  thither  divers  convoys, 
on  account  of  its  being  a  place  far  advanc’d  in  the 
Country. 

The  Prince  having  prevailed  on  the  Spaniards  to  get 
their  Army  together  twelve  or  fifteen  days  after  their  de¬ 
feat  at  Arras  •  and  being  favour’d  by  the  places  and  rivers, 
he  ftill  kept  within  two  or  three  hours  march  of  the 
King’s  Army  ;  fo  that  to  preferve  Quefnoi,  fortify  it 
and  furnifh  it  with  ammunition  and  provifions  was  very 
difficult,  and  the  Army  fuffer’d  very  much.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  defeat  at  Arras,  which 
for  fome  time  made  the  enemy  lefs  forward  to  undertake 
any  thing  (as  an  Army  always  is  after  a  defeat.)  Quefnoi 
could  not  have  been  kept ;  on  the  other  hand  had  it  not 
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An.  1654  been  for  the  Prince,  the  Spaniards  would  not  have  got 
- - again  into  a  body,  and  much  diforder  might  have  hap¬ 
pen’d  in  their  Country ;  but  their  Army  being  again  af- 
fembled,  we  could  not  march  to  Bruflels  and  Brabant. 
And  thus  ended  the  campaign,  we  preferv’d  Quefnoi,  and 
the  Armies  retired  on  both  lides. 

Though  we  were  but  lately  got  out  of  a  civil  war,  the 
winters  pafs’d  away  very  quietly,  there  being  however  a 
great  many  perfons  weary  of,  or  diflatisfied  with  Cardinal 
Mazarin’s  miniftry ;  but  the  evils  and  inconveniences 
which  every  one  had  felt  in  thefe  internal  diforders  of  the 
Kingdom,  fo  opened  the  eyes  of  all  men,  that  the  dif- 
courles  of  turbulent  people  could  not  now  any  longer 
work  upon  them  :  As  when  there  happens  any  great  revo¬ 
lution,  all  feem  to  think  themfelves  in  as  bad  a  condition 
as  ’tis  poffible  for  them  to  be  ;  fo  when  a  civil  war  is 
over,  frefli  troubles  rarely  begin  again  foon  after,  becaufe 
of  the  mifchiefs  which  are  fo  frefh  in  memory. 

An.  1655.  In  the  winter  fubfequent  to  this  campaign,  there  was 
a  milimderftanding  which  lafted  a  long  time  between  the 
Court  and  the  Parliament,  on  occafion  of  the  Lys,  a 
coin,  which  the  King  was  for  malting,  but  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  againft  it;  and  as  all  things  feem’d  tending 
to  an  open  breach,  the  Cardinal,  in  prefence  of  the 
King,  delired  M.  de  Turenne  to  go  to  the  Premier 
Prelident,  on  account  cf  the  Parliament’s  being  to 
meet  the  next  day.  *  M.  de  Turenne  hit  upon  ex¬ 
pedients  to  accommodate  every  thing,  being  very  de- 
firous  that  things  might  not  proceed  to  extremities : 
befides  that  it  would  have  obitrudted  the  deligns  for 
the  next  campaign,  it  is  certain  that  the  Prince  in  Flan- 
ders,  and  Cardinal  de  Retz  at  Rome,  had  a  great 
many  friends  and  abettors  at  Paris.  All  thefe  together 
would  have  render’d  things  difficult  to  be  made  up,  had 
they  come  to  an  open  rupture.  The  Court  fet  out 
from  Paris  to  go  to  Compiegne,  and  thence  to  la  Fere. 
Paris  was  rather  weary  of  the  troubles  than  cured  of 
its  prejudices.  The  Cardinal  naturally  loved  to  keep  all 
things  in  equilibrio,  to  make  matters  eafy  to  thofe  who 
had  any  caufe  of  difcontent,  and  to  keep  meafures  with 
fuch  as  he  could  not  gain  over  to  him. 

*  The  Vifcount  always  paffes  over,  with  xap’ditv  or  in  filence,  his  own 
ftrv.'c  s  to  the  State. 

While 
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WMe  the  King  was  at  la  Fere,  his  Army  got  together  An.  1655. 
again,  as  did  alfo  that  of  the  enemy  at  the  fame  time.  M. ' 
de  Turenne  with  fome  troops  conducted  two  convoys  to 
Quefnoi  ■  he  forefaw  that  if  we  did  not  befiege  Landre- 
cies,  it  would  be  impolfible  to  preferve  Quefnoi,  and  that 
that  was  a  conqueft  the  bell:  proportion’d  to  the  forces  we 
had :  the  Cardinal  was  of  the  lame  mind }  and  lb  was 
Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  whofe  Army  was  got  togther  about 
Laon.  The  Prince  and  the  Archduke  were  above  a  fort¬ 
night  out  of  Brulfels,  and  their  whole  Army  at  the  ren¬ 
dezvous-  that  of  the  Prince  on  the  Sambre,  five  or  fix 
hours  march  from  Landrecies,  and  that  of  the  Arch¬ 
duke  near  Mons,  not  being  above  four  or  five  leagues 
afunder,  and  both  together  very  near  of  equal  ftrength  to 
that  of  the  King  •  fo  that  it  was  a  very  dangerous  thing  to 
begin  a  liege  almoft  in  their  prefence  :  but  the  lituation  of 
Landrecies  promifing  a  more  eafy  fuccefs  there  than  at  any 
other  place,  becaufe  Quefnoi,  which  is  more  advanced 
within  the  Country,  kept  the  enemy  at  a  little  diftar.ce, 
and  hinder’d  them  from  marching  with  that  facility  to  op- 
pofe  the  liege,  we  refolved  to  undertake  it.  M.de  Tu¬ 
renne  having  order’d  the  Army  he  commanded  to  rendez¬ 
vous  at  Guife,  and  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  his  at  the  fame 
place,  we  were  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  with  the 
whole  Army  within  cannon-fhot  of  Landrecies. 

M.de  Turenne  had  declin’d  getting  his  Army  together 
in  a  body  before  this  rendezvous  at  Guife,  becaule  it  is 
certain  that  his  troops  lying  in  feparate  quarters,  obliged  the 
enemy  to  have  their  eye  on  more  than  one  fide.  Had  the 
King’s  Army  been  all  together,  that  of  the  enemy  would 
have  drawn  up  to  it}  and  fo  being  equal  in  ftrength,  it 
had  been  a  thing  impolfible  to  undertake  any  liege.  The 
firft  tidings  the  enemy  had  of  us,  was,  that  the  King’s 
Army  was  before  Landrecies,  into  which  the  enemy  had 
lately  thrown  two  regiments  of  foot }  fo  that  there  were 
fifteen  hundred  foot  and  above  a  hundred  horfe  in  the 
place:  neverthelefs  their  firft  intention  was  to  throw  in 
fome  farther  fuccours,  and  to  gather  their  troops  with  all 
expedition  into  a  body.  The  Prince  and  the  Archduke 
had  a  meeting  to  confer  about  it,  but  the  attempting  of 
fuccours  did  not  take  efledt,  bezaufe  of  fome  difficulty  in 
getting  the  Army  together. 
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The  King’s  Army  being  come  before  the  place,  work’d 
with  fuch  diligence  at  the  circumvallation,  that  it  was  fi- 
n idl’d  in  three  days.  The  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  being  fal¬ 
len  dck  near  Guife,  tarried  there  two  days,  and  on  the 
third  came  and  rejoin’d  his  Army  in  the  camp.  In  the 
five  firft  days  fuch  diligence  was  ufed,  that  the  circum¬ 
vallation  was  in  good  condition,  and  there  were  provifions 
in  the  camp  for  a  month.  The  Prince  who  had  the  chief 
lhare  in  all  the  refolutions  of  the  Army  in  Flanders,  had  a 
notion  that  if  they  march’d  quick,  and  got  between  Guife 
and  Landrecies,  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the  King’s  Ar¬ 
my  to  have  any  more  convoys,  and  that  in  fo  drort  a  time 
we  could  not  be  fufficiently  furnifh’d  with  provifions,  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  ammunition :  but  the  diligence  with  which  we 
had  got  our  convoys,  occafion’d  his  taking  wrong  meafures. 
He  arrived,  but  not  till  the  feventh  day  after  the  King’s 
Army  had  invefted  the  place,  in  a  camp  named  Vadencourt, 
and  did  indeed  hinder  our  having  any  more  convoys  •  but 
we  had  already  fufficient  of  all  things  to  go  thro’  with  the 
fiege.  Some  alarm  was  given  the  King  and  Queen,  who 
were  at  la  Fere,  on  account  of  this  approach  of  the  ene¬ 
my  •  but  the  Cardinal  having  diffipated  their  apprehenfi- 
ons,  they  fet  out  for  Laon  with  lefs  precipitation  than  they 
would  have  done  in  their  firft  fright.  He  advifed  this  jour¬ 
ney,  becaufe  it  was  faid  by  a  great  many  that  the  King’s  Per- 
fon  was  not  fafe  at  la  Fere. 

The  trenches  were  open’d  at  Landrecies  on  the  eighth 
day,  and  there  being  two  attacks,  one  by  M.  deTurenne, 
and  the  other  by  the  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  the  third  day  we 
got  up  on  the  counterfcarp  of  a  horn-work,  which  was  but 
very  indifferently  defended  by  the  enemy :  we  made  two 
lodgments  there ;  we  defcended  the  ditch  of  the  horn, 
and  after  we  had  fet  on  the  miners  to  it,  and  blown  up  the 
two  faces,  we  carried  the  whole  head  of  the  work.  The 
enemy  had  an  entrenchment  in  the  midft  :  we  flipt  along 
in  the  thicknefs  of  the  parapet ;  and  we  carried  on  trenches 
in  order  to  go  to  the  half-moons,  which  were  on  the  two 
fides  of  the  horn-work.  All  thefe  works  were  forwarded 
with  fo  great  difpatch  and  fo  little  lofs,  that  on  the  feven- 
teenth  day  after  opening  the  trenches,  the  mines  play’d 
under  the  two  baftions  of  the  place;  and  after  we  had 
made  fmall  lodgments  at  the  bottom  of  the  breaches,  the 
befieged  furrender’d,  and  at  the  end  of  two  days  march’d 

4  out 
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out  upon  good  terms,  to  the  number  of  about  twelve  hun-  An 
dred  men,  who  had  made  none  of  the  beft  defence.  — 

All  this  time  the  enemy  did  nothing  conliderable :  they 
often  fent  out  parties  againft  the  foragers,  but  with  no 
great  fuccefs.  M.  de  Bouteville  was  beat  by  the  Marquis 
de  Renel,  and  the  Count  de  Grandpre  *,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  efcort  that  guarded  the  foragers  belonging  to  the 
King’s  Army.  That  of  the  enemy  which  was  at  Vaden- 
court  having  news  that  Landrecies  was  capitulating,  retired 
without  lofs  of  time  to  Cambrai :  all  the  night  long  after 
they  had  received  this  news,  a  great  noife  was  heard  in 
their  camp,  and  ’tis  certain,  among  the  common  Soldiers, 
there  was  no  little  confirmation. 

After  the  taking  of  Landrecies,  the  King  came  to  Guile, 
and  la  Capelle  was  ordered  to  be  inverted :  however,  after 
the  Cardinal  was  made  fenfible  of  the  fmall  importance  of 
the  place,  and  that  when  it  was  taken,  we  Ihould  find  it 
difficult  to  enter  into  the  Country,  becaufe  the  feafon  was 
advanced,  and  the  enemy’s  Army  would  ruin  the  places 
through  which  that  of  the  King  muft  pa  fs,  the  Cardinal 
thought  the  beft  way  would  be  for  the  King  to  march 
with  his  Army,  and  enter  the  enemy’s  Country,  and  no 
place  was  judged  to  be  more  commodious  for  provifions 
than  along  the  river  Sambre.  The  King  advanced  up  to 
Thuyn :  M.  de  Caftelnau  went  and  feiz’d  a  port  near 
Dinan,  which  was  thought  to  be  tenable  j  but  finding  that 
it  could  not  be  fortified,  we  abandon’d  it.  From  thence 
the  King  went  to  Bavay,  where  a  Council  of  War  was 
held,  to  fee  what  was  to  be  done.  Some  belonging  to 
the  Court  would  fain  have  had  Avennesbefieged-  but  there 
being  nothing  in  readinefs  for  that,  M.  de  Turenne  did 
not  approve  of  it,  nor  Marlhal  de  la  Ferte  neither :  lo 
that  we  cart  about  how  to  crofs  the  Scheld,  draw  near  the 
enemy,  and  fee  if  they  might  not  give  us  an  occafion 
to  do  fomething,  either  by  difperfing  themfelves  into  the 
towns,  or  oppoling  our  parting  the  river. 

The  Spaniards  had  fo  flooded  the  Country  from  Valen¬ 
ciennes  to  Conde,  and  from  Conde  to  S.Guillain,  that 
there  was  no  likelihood  of  parting  that  way,  and  their 
Army  was  behind  to  hinder  it ;  lb  that  we  refolved  to 
march  with  all  fpeed  between  Bouchain  and  Valenciennes. 


*  Since  Marihal  de  Joyeufe. 


Marlhal 
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An.  1655  Marfhal*  de  la  Ferte  had  the  van,  and  ferting  out  by  night 
f  om  Bavay,  he  arrived  by  noon  next  day  at  a  place  call’d 
Neuville.  where  having  laid  two  bridges,  and  meeting 
with  no  refinance,  he  began  to  pafs  his  Army  over,  and 
Tome  iquadrons  were  actually  got  on  t’other  fide,  when 
M.  de  Turenne  arrived  about  the  clofo  of  the  day,  and  in 
the  night  the  Armies  crofi’d  the  water  with  their  baggage. 
Part  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  advanced  within  half  a  league 
of  us  ■  but  feeing  that  the  Army  was  paffed,  they  retired 
towards  Valenciennes,  where  the  body  of  their  Army  ar¬ 
riv'd  that  day.  They  threw  in  the  night  fome  in  fanny  in¬ 
to  Bouchain,  and  began  to  intrench  themfelves ;  bur  they 
did  i:  without  being  well  refolved  to  keep  that  poll,  in  cafe 
the  King's  Army  fhould  move  towards  them :  io  that  next 
day  when  they  faw  us  marching  directly  to  their  camp, 
they  began  to  file  off  their  van  directly  for  Conde  j  and 
as,  generally  foeaking,  people  have  no  mind  to  retreat,  be¬ 
fore  they  know  for  certain  whether  a  whole  Army  is  in 
march,  or  only  a  body  of  horfe,  which  they  often  flatter 
themfelves  to  be  the  cafe  j  fo  the  Prince  fhid  fomewhat 
of  the  lateit  with  his  rear.  We  not  feeing  them  morions, 
fancied  they  would  continue  in  their  intrenchment,  and 
M.  de  Turenne  waited  for  the  cannon  and  infantry  to  at¬ 
tack  them.  Mean  while  he  cauied  M.  deCaftelnau  with 
his  body  to  advance,  and  poffefi  himfelf  of  a  wood  near 
their  camp,  and  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank,  which 
feem'd  fomewhat  uncovered,  there  being  nothing  but  the 
head  of  the  camp  entrench’d,  and  this  flank  not  being  fo. 
As  M.  de  Caffelnau  advanced,  he  faw  that  the  enemy’s  Ar¬ 
my  was  retiring,  and  that  there  were  only  fome  iquadrons 
in  the  camp,  he  fent  advice  of  this  to  VI.  deTurenne,  who 
font  him  orders  to  follow  on  with  his  body.  When  the 
enemy  quitted  their  camp  to  go  to  Conde  thr  o’  a  very  clofo 
Country  +,  the  Prince  having  let  all  his  troops  file  off,  was 
left  with  only  foven  or  eight  iquadrons  in  the  rear.  The 
enemy  had  not  brought  their  baggage  to  the  camp  of  Va¬ 
lenciennes,  which  very  much  facilitated  their  reneat.  §  M. 

s  Hers  tie  Viicaont  p slier  over  in  filence  the  fere— 1  exceliert  pieces  of 
idvice  which  he  gave  in  the  Council  or  War,  sue  vrhkh  baxt  been  f.una 
in  the  Dike  of  York's  memoirs. 

f  By  a  clofe  Country,  re  means  where  there  are  a  great  many  defiles, 
rivers,  canal-:,  words,  or  emin'nces. 

«  Here  the  Ylftccat  conceals  Caficlnau’s  icifcrnducf,  and  his  own  lauda- 
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deCaftelnau  advanced  with  feme  of  his  fquadrons,  one  or  An.  1655. 
two  whereof  having  pafs’d  a  defile,  the  Prince  himfelf  re-  * 

turn’d  with  a  few  of  his  men,  and  made  fuch  as  had  al¬ 
ready  pafs’d  the  defile  to  repafs  in  confufion.  There  was 
fome  little  skirmilhing  in  this  rear,  and  that  was  all ;  for 
the  enemy  having  crofs’d  the  Scheld  near  Conde,  left  two 
thoufand  men  in  the  place,  and  retired  two  hours  before 
day  towards  Toumai. 

The  van  of  the  King’s  Army  arrived  very  late  in  view 
of  their  camp,  the  Scheld  being  between  thefe  two  Annies. 

That  very  night  M.  deTurenne  wrote  to  the  Cardinal  who 
was  with  the  King  at  Quefnoi,  and  gave  him  a  particular 
account  of  what  had  happen’d.  The  letter  falling  into  the 
Prince’s  hands,  he  took  two  things  very  ill :  one,  that  it  faid 
he  had  no  mind  to  quit  the  poll  of  Valenciennes ;  and  the 
other,  that  one  of  the  fquadrons  of  the  enemy’s  rear  had 
fwum  over  the  Scheld.  What  made  M.  de  Turenne  men¬ 
tion  the  firft  circumftance,  was  that  a  great  many  perfons 
of  condition  having  fpoke  with  thofe  in  the  Prince’s  rear, 
told  M.  de  Turenne  in  the  evening,  that  if  the  Prince’s 
advice  had  prevailed,  they  had  not  quitted  the  poll:  of  Va¬ 
lenciennes  }  and  as  for  what  he  writ  concerning  a  fquadron’s 
fwimming  over  the  Scheld,  M.  de  S.  Lieu,  a  Colonel,  had 
told  him  fo  when  he  accofted  him.  And  in  fa<5t,  when 
the  enemy  broke  their  bridge  over  the  Scheld,  there  were 
fome  who  did  fwim  over.  As  for  the  reft  of  M.  de  Tu- 
renne’s  relation,  he  never  once  named  himfelf  in  any  re- 
fpect,  nor  dw’elt  upon  the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  nor  the  wrong  fteps  they  took  to  come  to  a  poft  in 
the  very  teeth  of  the  King’s  Army,  and  then  quit  that  poft  in 
its  prefence,  being  in  fuch  a  confufion  as  to  abandon  ail  the 
rivers,  and  the  moil  advantageous  ground  in  the  world ; 
and  this  with  an  Army,  which,  had  they  not  weaken’d  it 
by  conceiving  a  jealouly  of  their  places  without  any  reafon, 
was  no  ways  inferior  to  that  of  the  King. 

The  Prince  took  great  offence  at  this  relation,  and  fent 
a  Trumpet  to  M.  de  Turenne  with  a  very  lharp  letter, 
wherein  he  told  him,  that  if  he  had  been  in  the  van  of 
his  Army  while  he  was  in  the  rear  of  his,  he  would  have 
feen  things  better,  and  not  have  related  matters  fo  remote 
from  the  truth.  The  Prince  wrote  alfo  to  a  great  many 
Officers  of  the  King's  Army,  by  way  of  manifefto,  and 
acquainted  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  that  M.  deTurenne  did 

not 
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An.  1655. not  fpeak  handfomely  of  him  in  his  relation.  M.  deTu- 

— - —  renne  received  the  Prince’s  letter  in  prefence  of  a  great 

many  Officers,  and  fhew’d  it  them  inftantly,  without  lay¬ 
ing  any  thing  immediately  to  the  Trumpet.  Indeed  the 
letter  did  not  at  all  move  him,  becaufe  he  knew  of  nothing 
he  had  done  contrary  to  the  efteem  he  had  for  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  or  to  the  refpect  due  to  a  Prince  of  the 
Blood  ;  but  he  faw  plainly  enough  that  things  going  crofs 
with  the  Prince,  he  had  put  himielf  in  a  paffion  for  a  very 
{mall  matter.  But  then  as  the  Prince  had  a  little  tranfgref- 
fed  the  ufual  bounds,  M.  deTurenne  told  his  Trumpet  that 
he  ffiould  be  punifh’d  if  he  brought  him  any  more  fuch 
letters.  He  wrote  nothing  back  to  the  Prince,  who  in  the 
clofe  of  this  campaign,  and  in  that  which  follow’d,  expref- 
fed  much  bittemels  againft  him  •  and  they  never  more  wrote 
to  one  another,  as  they  ufed  to  do  the  preceding  years. 

We  pars’d  the  Scheld  hard  by  Conde,  and  it  being  to 
no  purpofe  to  follow  the  enemy  who  got  under  Toumai, 
we  attack’d  Conde,  and  took  it  the  third  day  after  open¬ 
ing  the  trenches.  Its  fortifications  were  none  of  the  beft, 
and  there  was  nothing  but  flight  works,  not  much  better 
than  an  intrenchment  of  a  camp :  but  as  there  were  two 
thoufand  men  in  the  place,  they  made  a  great  fire  on  us 
as  we  were  at  work,  and  killed  not  a  few  of  our  Soldiers, 
befides  two  Captains  of  the  Guards,  with  other  Officers. 
During  this  fiege,  M.  de  Buffi  having  been  to  efcort  the 
foragers  with  three  regiments  of  horfe,  as  he  was  coming 
back  was  charg’d  by  fome  cavalry  of  the  enemy’s  Army 
that  was  come  to  Valenciennes,  and  was  beat  without 
much  refiftance. 

We  were  fo  far  advanced  into  the  enemy’s  Country  that 
they  were  under  apprehenfions  for  all  their  towns.  If 
they  furniffi’d  them  with  troops,  they  durft  not  approach 
in  a  body,  and  that  happen’d  which  commonly  does  hap¬ 
pen  to  men  in  their  cafe,  which  was,  they  fear’d  a  great 
deal  more  from  an  enemy  than  it  was  in  an  enemy’s  power 
to  execute  •  and  though  people  have  had  great  experience, 
yet  they  can’t  help  being  apprehenfive  of  things  which 
they  well  know  they  would  not  do  themfelveswere  they  in 
the  place  of  thofe  they  dread  :  but  as  great  mifchiefs  may 
arife  if  an  enemy  does  more  than  we  think  he  will  do, 
we  chufe  rather  to  provide  a  remedy  againft  even  what 
we  think  he  cannot  do.  The  enemy  fent  a  body  to  cover 

Bruffek 
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Bruffels.  As  the  King’s  Army  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  An.  1655. 
to  get  provisions,  without  advancing  farther  than  Conde,  ■  1  "■ 

they  went  and  befieged  S.  Guilain,  which  is  but  three 
leagues  off,  and  whither  provifions  might  come  with  eafe. 

The  King  who  had  ftaid  at  Quefnoi  during  this  march 
of  the  Army,  came  to  the  fiege  of  S.  Guilain,  which  was 
taken  in  a  few  days.  It  was  granted  the  fame  capitulaiion 
as  Conde,  that  is,  the  garrifon  march’d  out,  and  was  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  neareft  (fortified)  place.  The  King,  after 
he  had  ftaid  in  the  Army  eight  or  ten  days,  returned  to 
Guife,  and  his  Army  for  above  fix  weeks  wrought  at  the 
fortification  of  thofe  two  places,  and  in  fetching  convoys 
to  ftore  them  with  all  things  neceffary  for  their  fupport 
and  defence.  There  was  a  neceffity  to  bring  all  provifions 
from  Guife  ■  for  though  Landrecies  and  Quefnoi  facilitated 
the  coming  of  convoys,  they  were  conquefts  fo  new  and 
fo  deftitute  of  provifions,  that  there  was  a  neceffity  tofur- 
niffi  them  from  France,  and  the  Army  likewife :  fo  that 
here  were  four  places  to  be  victualled,  not  only  for  the 
prefent,  but  for  the  whole  winter,  befides  bread  to  be  fur- 
nifh’d  every-day,  which  occafion’d  much  difficulty  in  go¬ 
ing  through  the  campaign. 

The  enemy  believed  a  long  time  that  we  would  advance 
to  Bi  uffels,  which  made  them  not  think  of  cutting  off  our 
convoys  ■  befides,  they  were  feme  time  in  recovering  them- 
felves  from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  campaign.  At  length 
however  they  did  get  together  again,  and  came  to  the  ri¬ 
ver  Sambre.  M.  de  Turenne  having  put  upwards  of  four 
thoufand  foot  into  the  conquer’d  places,  continued  till  the 
feventh  or  eighth  of  November  in  the  field.  M.  de  Ca- 
ftelnau  remain’d  at  Conde  with  a  body  of  infantry  of  about 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  men.  The  Army  retired  to 
Ribemont,  whither  the  bad  weather  which  fpoilt  the  roads 
hindered  any  convoys  from  coming.  As  M.  de  Turenne 
was  retiring,  there  came  a  Secretary,  one  Ronferet  by 
name,  from  the  Cardinal  to  him ,  to  tell  him  that  M. 
d’Hocquincourt  was  gone  to  Peronne,  and  that  ad  vice  was 
come  that  he  was  treating  with  the  Spaniards  for  that  place 
and  Ham.  Ronferet  likewife  let  M.  de  Turenne  know 
that  it  was  wiffi’d  he  would  go  towards  Peronne  with  the 
Army  j  but  he  brought  him  no  exprefs  order  fo  to  do. 

M.  de  T urenne  replied  that  ’twas  his  opinion,  if  he  ap¬ 
proach’d  near  Peronne  with  the  Army,  it  would  oblige 

M.  d’Hoc- 
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An.  1655.  M.  d’Hocquincourt  to  take  fome  very  extraordinary  refo- 

—  —  lution  j  and  that  the  thing  being  in  a  poffibility  to  be  made 
up,  nothing  ought  be  done  that  might  hurry  M.  d’Hoc¬ 
quincourt  into  rafh  meafures.  The  enemy’s  Army  was 
not  ruined,  having  always  kept  in  their  own  Country  • 
but  that  of  the  King  was  very  much  weaken’d  by  long  and 
great  fatigues,  by  want  of  provifions,  and  the  great  di- 
ftance  of  the  places  the  convoys  were  obliged  to  come 
from ;  fo  that  it  would  be  the  greateft  baulk  that  could 
be  to  the  King’s  affairs  for  the  Prince  and  the  Spanifh  Ar¬ 
my  to  have  at  their  difpofal  Peronne  and  Ham,  two  pla¬ 
ces  on  the  Somme,  and  very  confiderable  inlets,  to  carry 
the  War  even  as  far  as  Paris,  and  into  Normandy. 

The  Prince’s  prefence  during  this  conjuncture  render’d 
it  pardy  a  civil  war.  M.  de  Turenne,  who  went  and  paid 
a  vifit  to  the  Court  at  Compiegne,  advifed  the  Cardinal 
not  to  caufe  the  Army  to  approach  near  Peronne,  or  give 
Marfhal  d'Hocquincourt  any  pretext  to  enter  into  an  al¬ 
liance  wich  the  enemy.  The  Cardinal  very  much  flomach’d 
it  that  the  King  muft  come  to  a  treaty  with  one  of  his 
own  fubjedts,  who  infifted  upon  two  hundred  thoufand 
crowns,  and  the  government  of  one  of  thofe  places  for 
his  Son.  But  when  we  contemplated  Peronne  and  Ham 
in  the  Prince’s  hands,  the  whole  Army  of  Spain  ready  to 
fupport  him,  and  the  difpofition  of  almoft  all  the  men  of 
quality  in  France,  who  only  wanted  an  infur  reel  ion,  either 
to  fet  themfelves  againft  the  Court,  or  to  fell  themfelves 
very  dear,  M.  de  T urenne  thought  it  his  duty  to  perfuade 
the  Cardinal  to  an  accommodauon.  The  Prince  and  part 
of  the  Spanifh  Army  came  to  Cambrai,  and  for  a  fort¬ 
night  M.  d’Hocquincourt  had  Envoys  continually  coming 
to  him  from  the  King  and  the  Spaniards  to  whom  he  gave 
feparate  audiences,  not  concealing  from  either  party  what 
the  other  offered  him,  as  if  it  was  free  for  him  to  make 
what  choice  he  pleafed.  Madam  de  Chatillon,  who  had 
manag’d  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  for  the  Prince,  being 
feized,  the  Marfhal,  who  v/as  in  love  with  her,  haften’d 
to  make  his  Peace  with  the  King,  for  fear  that  Duchefs 
fhould  be  ill  treated.  It  is  a  long  fcory,  and  fo  I  decline 
entering  into  the  particulars  of  it :  it  is  fufficient  to  fay 
the  treaty  was  at  laft  concluded,  and  it  was  ftipulated  that 
M.  d’Hocquincourt  fhould  have  two  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  given  him,  and  Peronne  and  Ham  put  into  the 
4  King’s 
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King’s  hands.  The  government  of  the  firft  named  place  An.  165;. 

was  granted  to  his  Son,  in  whom  the  Cardinal  repofed - — 

great  confidence. 

The  Prince  who  had  advanced  within  two  or  three 
hours  march  of  Peronne,  and  who  all  the  reft  of  the  time 
continued  with  an  Army  about  Cambrai,  retired  to  the 
Sambre  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  treaty.  We  were  in 
doubt  if  he  would  not  fall  on  Conde  or  St.  Guifiain  in  his 
retreat ;  for  which  reafon  the  King’s  Army  had  advanced  as 
far  as  St.  Quentin  ;  but  underftanding  that  he  was  retiring 
farther  into  the  Country,  the  King,  after  having  been  at 
Ham  and  Peronne  with  the  Cardinal,  return’d  to  Paris, 
and  M.deTurenne  follow’d  them  two  days  after,  the  win¬ 
ter  quarters  for  the  Army  having  been  firft  regulated.’ 

That  winter  was  the  firft  that  ever  the  cavalry  was  put 
into  the  villages,  and  had  their  pay  aftign’d  diem  on  the 
land-tax  after  the  rate  of  twenty  fols  a  Trooper,  and  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  places  were  alotted  for  the  Officers,  which 
laved  the  expence  of  remittances  of  money,  and  prevent¬ 
ed  likewife  any  deficiencies.  The  troops  caufed  them- 
felves  to  be  paid  on  the  fpot,  and  the  Troopers  being  dift 
perfed  up  and  down  in  the  villages,  ferv’d  them  for  a  fafe- 
guard,  and  expended  among  them  a  good  part  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  which  they  drew  from  them;  which  was  the  caufe  that 
a  great  many  villages  of  the  flat  Country  follow’d  their 
husbandry  with  more  fecurity,  and,  contrary  to  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion,  part  of  the  villages  of  Champagne  reco¬ 
ver’d  themfelves  by  this  new  way  of  diftributing  the  troops. 

This  winter  was.  fpent  in  an  entire  dependance  of  the 
King  and  Queen  on  the  Cardinal,  who  had  always  a  great 
value  for  M.  deTurenne,  who  knew  as  much  as  any  bo¬ 
dy  the  moft  fecret  interefts  of  the  Court,  and  in  any  affair 
of  difficulty  he  was  fure  to  have  the  principal  ffiare  of  con¬ 
fidence.  The  Cardinal  being  no  ways  reftrained  either  by 
the  King  or  Queen,  and  having  a  perfed  knowledge  of  all 
men’s  tempers  at  Court,  behaved  himfelf  according  to  the 
difpofition  he  knew  every  one  to  be  of,  having  a  moft  lin¬ 
gular  method  of  bringing  people  to  his  own  point. 

The  convoys  which  had  been  put  into  Conde  and  S.  An.  1656. 
Guillain,  and  the  care  M.  deCaftelnau  took  all  the  winter  ' 

long  to  get  a  good  many  fmall  ones  into  thofe  places  by 
the  means  of  Quefnoi,  put  them  into  a  condition  of  want¬ 
ing  nothing  till  May,  at  what  time  M.deTurenne  leaving 

Paris, 
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An.  1656.  Paris,  went  to  the  frontier,  and  fo  to  Conde,  conducing 

— - -  thither  a  large  convoy.  In  ten  or  twelve  days  we  put  a 

great  quantity  of  provifions  into  the  advanced  places,  fuf- 
fioient  to  fupply  both  the  Army  and  the  garrifons.  The 
enemy  not  being  in  the  field,  we  met  with  no  manner 
of  difficulty  in  the  bringing  thefe  convoys. 

The  King  came  to  la  Fere,  and  the  Cardinal  often  di£ 
cours’d  with  M.  de  Turenne  of  the  operations  of  the  en- 
fuing  campaign  •  but  we  deferred  any  refolution  till  we  were 
on  the  frontier  to  fee  what  we  could  undertake.  Marfhal 
de  la  Ferte  fent  his  corps  from  Lorrain;  but  being  in- 
difpofed,  he  could  not  come  himfelf  to  the  Army  till 
fomc  time  after.  The  arrival  of  Dom  John  of  Auftria 
being  a  fort  of  a  new  eftablifhment,  had  hindered  the 
enemy  from  taking  the  field  betimes.  This  put  People 
upon  thinking  of  undertakings  a  little  romantick.  M.  de 
Turenne  propofed  to  the  Cardinal  to  go  to  Tournai,  and 
attack  it  if  it  was  difgarnilh’d,  or  if  it  was  found  too  well 
provided,  then  to  come  back  and  inveft  Valenciennes. 
The  Minifter  did  not  oppofe  this,  tho’  he  had  many  rea- 
fons  to  fear  a  bad  event;  but  he  was  willing  to  hazard 
fomething,  becaufe  he  was  of  opinion  that  in  war  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  always  attempting  new  conquefts,  and  that 
whenever  we  begin  to  flag,  we  run  a  risk  of  lofing  all. 
There  were  abundance  of  troops  and  recruits  which  had 
not  yet  join’d  the  Army ;  but  as  the  enemy  were  not  got 
together  in  a  body,  there  was  no  danger  in  advancing  into 
their  Country;  fo  that  M.  de  Turenne  having  collected 
what  troops  were  on  the  frontier,  march’d  with  great  di¬ 
ligence  to  Conde,  and  from  thence  to  within  two  leagues 
of  Tournai  with  all  the  cavalry,  ordering  the  infantry, 
cannon,  and  provifions  to  follow  after,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Marquis  d’Uxelles.  When  we  were  got  on 
t’other  fide  Mortagne,  having  fent  M.  de  Caftelnau,  who 
pafs’d  by  S.  Guiflain  with  part  of  the  cavalry  to  inveft 
Tournai,  M.  de  Turenne  had  an  account  brought  him  that 
the  enemy  had  fome  regiments  incamp’d  about  Tournai ; 
and  as  the  defign  of  attacking  it  was  only  in  cafe  there 
ffiould  happen  to  be  no  garrifon  in  it  (there  being  nothing 
fo  irrational  as  to  go  upon  a  fiege  which  would  laft  any 
time,  fo  far  within  an  enemy’s  Country,  and  confequently 
at  fuch  a  diftance  from  ammunition  and  provilion)  he  re¬ 
turn’d  to  Conde  ;  and,  leaving  his  bridge  at  Mortagne, 

which 
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which  is  fituatedat  the  place  where  the  Scarpe  andScheld  An.  1656. 
join  their  ftreams,  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  wait  the 
coming  of  four  thouland  men  from  Arras,  he  march’d 
the  next  morning  to  Valenciennes,  whither  he  order’d 
that  body  which  was  left  at  Mortagne,  and  the  other 
troops  which  were  expedted,  to  come  and  join  him. 

There  were  not  in  Valenciennes  above  a  thoufand 
foot  and  two  hundred  horfe;  but  it  being  a  large  city, 
the  Burghers  might  do  the  fervice  of  military  men  :  M. 
deTurenne  fentthe  Marquis  d’Uxelles,  who  command¬ 
ed  Marlhal  de  la  Ferte’s  body  of  troops,  over  into  the  Ifland 
of  S.  Amand,  with  orders  to  advance  as  far  as  the  Scheld 
above  the  town  on  die  road  to  Bouchain.  He  himfelf 
march’d  thro’  the  plains  which  face  Quefiioi  and  Cam- 
brai,  and  inverted  the  place  on  that  fide.  There  was  then 
little  or  no  difficulty  in  having  a  communication  by  the 
upper  part  of  the  river  •  and  the  fame  evening  in  which 
Mr.  de  Turenne  arriv’d  before  the  place,  he  part’d  over  a 
bridge  which  had  been  laid  in  Marquis  d’Uxelles’s  quar¬ 
ter,  and  left  M.  de  Caftelnau  below  the  town  :  the  ene¬ 
my  were  forced  to  quit  two  redoubts  they  had  below  the 
town  ;  fo  that  the  place  was  pretty  clofely  rtiut  up,  the 
very  firft  night  we  came  to  it.  Next  morning  we  began 
our  circumvallarion }  on  the  third  day  there  was  ground 
enough  thrown  up  every  where  to  hinder  a  fmall  fuccour 
from  entring  the  town  :  tho’  there  was  a  talk  of  fome 
ftoppage  of  water  which  might  be  made  at  Bouchain, 
we  never  imagin’d  it  was  near  fo  great  as  we  after¬ 
wards  found  it.  The  enemy  offer’d  to  throw  a  fmall 
fuccour  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  men  into  the  place 
the  third  night  by  the  Lorrainers  quarter  ;  but  not  a 
man  got  in :  fome  were  taken,  and  the  reft  retired  to 
Bouchain. 

The  fifth  or  fixth  day  the  circumvallation  was  in  very 
good  order  j  firft,  with  a  fingle  ditch,  and  after  with  a 
double  ditch  and  palifades  j  but  as  there  was  but  few  in¬ 
fantry  for  fo  large  a  circuit,  all  parts  of  it  could  not  be 
in  an  equally  good  condition :  we  bufied  ourfelves  on¬ 
ly  at  the  principal  avenues,  and  deferr’d  till  afterwards 
fuch  places  as  were  not  fo  eafy  to  be  attack’d.  After  two 
or  three  days  we  began  to  fee  the  river  fwell  between 
Bouchain  and  Valenciennes,  and  to  run  over  its  banks 
into  the  meadows;  but  having  order’d  a  good  quantity 
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An.  1 65 6.  of  fafcines  to  be  brought,  we  kept  the  palfageopen.  Had 

-■  - - we  feen  at  the  beginning  the  water  any  tiling  near  fo 

high  as  it  became  afterwards,  we  had  not  entertain’d  the 
lead:  thought  of  making  a  communication,  nor  indeed  of 
undertaking  the  fiege.  As  the  water  increas’d  by  little  and 
little,  we  provided  againlt  it  by  affiduity  and  continual 
care  ■  and  alinoft  all  the  cavalry  of  the  army  carry’d  faf¬ 
cines  two  or  three  times  a  day,  beiides  whole  regiments 
employ’d  therein.  At  length,  for  the  fpace  of  upwards 
of  a  thoufand  paces  there  was  every  where  a  depth  of 
above  ten  foot  of  water,  and  in  fome  places  a  great  deal 
more.  Throughout  this  whole  fpace,  we  made  a  bridge  of 
fafcines,  floating  in  fome  places,  and  in  others  faften’d 
with  hakes  thrufl:  into  the  earth,  over  which  the  infantry 
always  pafs’d,  and  the  cavalry  as  foon  as  ever  it  was  put 
in  order :  fometimes  there  came  fuch  a  fwefl  of  water  as 
took  us  up  to  the  waift  on  the  very  bank,  which  we  had 
call  up  to  keep  it  out;  but  by  dint  of  labour,  the  army 
remedied  the  mifchief  the  fame  day :  this  was  above  the 
town,  and  yet  below  we  made  bridges  of  communication, 
fo  that  on  the  ninth  day  we  were  in  a  condition  to  open 
trenches.  Our  camp  abounded  with  provifions  and  am¬ 
munition  through  the  care  we  had  taken  to  have  them 
brought  into  the  advanced  places.  The  enemy  could 
throw  no  fhccour  into  the  place,  tho’  it  was  in  the  very 
midfl:  of  all  their  fortified  towns.  M.  de  Turenne  hav¬ 
ing  intelligence  that  they  were  affembled  near  Dowai  and 
were  marching  towards  our  camp,  we  deferred,  for  three 
days,  the  opening  the  trenches,  that  we  might  have  the 
more  time  to  raile  our  bank  for  our  defence  againft  over¬ 
flowings  as  alfo  to  work  on  the  circumvallation.  The 
enemy  likewife  waited  till  we  opened  the  trenches,  and 
then  drew  towards  us  the  next  day  :  they  at  firft  lay  with¬ 
in  a  league  of  us  ;  and  continuing  their  march,  they  poll¬ 
ed  themfelves  above  the  Lorrainers  camp,  within  half¬ 
cannon  fhot  of  the  lines.  Their  Army  was  not  quite  fo 
ftrong  as  the  King’s :  however  they  had  at  leaft  twenty 
thoufand  men.  The  great  extent  of  the  circumvallation 
and  the  difficulty  of  alfembling  the  quarters,  would  not 
allow  us  Co  much  as  once  to  think  we  could  attack  them. 
They  entrench’d  themfelves  that  very  day;  and  I  have 
been  told  that  Don  John  of  Auftria  was  for  attacking  our 
lines  as  foon  as  he  came :  the  prefence  of  the  enemy 

help’d 
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help’d  to  make  them  much  better,  and  there  came  toM.  An.  1656. 

de  Navailles  a  fupply  of  four  hundred  foot ;  which - 

obliged  us  to  advance  the  line,  in  order  to  gain  a  fmall 
eminence  which  was  between  the  enemy  and  the  Lor- 
rainers  camp.  This  was  our  pofture  feven  or  eight 
days.  The  trenches  being  open’d  with  a  large  front  ex- 
pofed  us  to  be  much  annoy’d  by  the  cannon  of  tire  town  • 
however,  we  advanced  apace  the  firft  days,  and  loft  very 
few  men ,  but  as  we  approach’d  to  the  enemy’s  works, 
we  began  to  lofe  abundance  of  pioneers.  There  were 
two  attacks,  and  the  enemy  made  no  confiderable  fally. 

When  we  were  got  to  the  counterfcarp  of  the  outworks, 
they  defended  it  very  well,  and  we  were  repuls’d  three 
or  four  times  in  endeavouring  to  make  a  lodgment  there. 

The  enemy  without,  being  encamp’d  not  above  half  a  can- 
non-lhot  from  the  King’s  Army,  obliged  M.  de  T urenne  not 
to  ftay  in  the  trenches  when  night  came  on,  which  other- 
wile  he  would  have  done  ;  he  always  held  it  for  certain 
that  the  enemy  would  fall  upon  his  lines }  fo  that  though 
he  left  nothing  undone  to  carry  on  the  liege,  yet  he  did 
not  prefs  it  as  the  principal  affair.  We  fore-judged  very 
near  the  time  when  the  enemy  would  aftault  our  lines, 
and  that  they  would  regulate  themfelves  therein  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  liege  advanced. 

Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  came  to  the  Army  eight  or  ten 
days  after  the  trenches  were  opened,  and  before  he  was 
quite  recovered  of  his  illnefs.  He  very  much  haften’d 
the  works  at  his  quarter  *,  and  at  the  bank  of  earth  I 
mention’d  above.  Three  weeks  after  the  trenches  had 
been  opened  at  M.  deTurenne’s  attack,  there  was  a  bcyau 
[a  branch  of  a  trench]  on  the  edge  of  the  town-ditch, 
and  another  in  the  ditch  of  the  half-moon  ;  and  at  Mar¬ 
fhal  de  la  Ferte’s  attack,  we  had  taken  a  tenaille.  Thole 
within  the  town  had  already  done  their  utmoftj  and  we 
faw  plainly  enough  that  for  three  or  four  days  part  they 
began  to  abate  of  their  vigour.  At  laft  the  enemy  [in  the 
field]  one  morning,  took  their  arms,  and  we  faw  their 
baggage  marching  towards  Bouchain.  We  made  no  doubt 
but  they  would  fall  on  our  lines  in  the  night-time.  Their 

*  We  cannot  too  often  repeat  or  too  much  admire  the  Vifcount’s  filence 
with  regard  to  all  the  faults  committed  by  his  rivals.  The  mifconduCt  of 
Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  occafion’d  the  relief  of  Valenciennes,  as  is  apparent  from 
the  Memoirs  left  us  by  the  Marquis  de  Puyfegur, 
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An.  1656  camp  was  upon  an  eminence  above  the  Lorrainers  quar- 

■  ter.  They  had  on  their  left  hand  the  Scheld,  on  which 

they  had  laid  five  or  fix  bridges,  the  river  being  very  nar¬ 
row  •  and  at  their  right  they  had  a  fmall  brook,  which 
comes  from  about  Quefnoi,  and  which  feparated  the 
Lorrainers  from  M.  de  Turenne’s  other  quarters :  the  ene¬ 
my  had  alfo  laid  feveral  bridges  over  this  brook. 

W e  were  full  of  expectations  all  the  firft  night,  having 
been  inform’d  by  a  man  who  came  and  furrender’d  him- 
felf  to  us,  that  their  defign  was  to  march  towards  Marilial 
de  la  Ferte’s  quarter.  All  M.  de  Turenne  could  do,  was, 
to  keep  fome  infantry  in  a  readinefs  to  march  upon  the 
Dyke,  with  order  to  pafs  it,  if  the  quarter  beyond  was 
attack’d,  or  to  march  on  this  fide  to  the  place  where  they 
fhould  fee  the  attack  made.  In  a  circumvallation  of  very 
great  extent,  there  was  not  above  twelve  thoufand  foot, 
and  on  both  attacks  there  was  a  neceffity  for  infantry  ; 
lb  that  it  was  impoffible  to  have  any  one  place  well  pro¬ 
vided  :  but  we  reckon’d  upon  a  great  body  of  cavalry 
behind  the  line,  and  on  the  infantry  which  would  quickly 
march  to  reinforce  us,  and  likewife  on  what  often  hap¬ 
pens,  namely,  the  aflailants  being  puzzled  and  at  a  lofs, 
upon  their  meeting  with  never  fo  little  refiftance  from 
thofe  they  attack. 

The  firft  night  pafs’d  without  alarm.  All  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  we  faw  the  enemy  in  battalia  without  baggage  -y 
and  when  night  came  on,  we  were  in  the  fame  difpofi- 
tion  we  had  been  in  all  the  foregoing  day.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  was  in  that  quarter  which  fronted  the  enemy’s  ;  and 
Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  having  pufh’d  their  guard,  and  taken 
fome  prifoners,  they  told  him  that  his  quarter  was  to  be 
attack’d  ;  but  the  enemy  being  in  prefence,  and  nothing 
to  hinder  them  from  being  in  half  an  hour  on  the  very 
edge  of  the  intrenchment,  he  could  make  no  change  of 
the  firft  difpofition.  We  were  likewife  informed  that 
there  was  a  body  of  three  or  four  thoufand  men  under 
M.  de  Marfin  at  S.  Amand,  who  were  to  make  a  fepa- 
rate  attack.  M.  de  Turenne  conftantly  believed  the 
enemy  would  try  a  grand  attack  on  the  Lorrainers  front, 
whither  they  could  come  in  order  of  battle  diredtly  from 
their  own  quarters  j  and  that  in  the  mean  time  M.  de 
Marfin  with  that  body  from  S.  Amand,  would  march  in¬ 
to  the  ifland  below  the  town  ;  which  were  diftant  two 

full 
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full  leagues  the  one  from  the  other,  and  confequently  An.  1656. 

without  all  poflible  means  of  affilting  each  other.  Don  - - — — 

John  of  Auftria  and  the  Prince  having  refolv’d  upotn  at¬ 
tacking  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  Army,  began  to  pafs  the 
river  as  foon  as  it  grew  night,  leaving  as  they  were  wont 
to  do  the  guards  at  the  head  of  their  quarter.  The  Lor- 
rainers  quarter  was  fo  near  the  enemy,  that  we  had  fhut 
up  all  the  grand  barriers,  and  there  was  in  the  whole  front 
of  the  Lorrainers  camp  but  two  outlets,  where  no  more 
than  one  horfe  could  pafs  at  a  time  •  which  was  the  rea- 
fon  why  we  kept  only  ten  or  a  dozen  horfe  out  of  the 
lines,  a-nights.  The  enemy,  without  being  difcovered, 
crofs’d  the  Scheld  j  and  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  not  having 
polled  any  body  without  the  lines,  in  a  belief  that  there 
was  no  need  of  it,  the  enemy  pafs’d  over  the  water,  drew 
up  in  battalia,  the  Spaniards  on  the  right  hand,  and  the 
Prince  on  the  left. 

The  firlt  alarm  which  we  heard,  was  at  their  coming 
to  the  firlt  ditch  of  the  intrenchment ;  there  they  fell  on 
in  a  wide  front,  and  carried  the  line  without  much  refin¬ 
ance  of  the  infantry,  who  were  very  ill  feconded  by  the 
cavalry.  On  the  firlt  musket-lhot,  two  regiments  of 
M.  de  Turenne  pafs’d  the  Dyke,  and  four  more  fol¬ 
lowed  j  but  the  regiment  of  Vervins,  which  came  firlt, 
found  all  the  enemy’s  troops  got  into  the  line,  in  the 
dark  of  the  night ;  tho’  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  repaired  thi¬ 
ther  with  fome  fquadrons,  he  found  the  confufion  there 
to  be  fo  great,  that  he  could  do  nothing  to  any  effect. 

The  enemy’s  troops  meeting  with  fo  little  refiltance,  fil¬ 
led  up  both  trenches,  broke  down  the  palifades,  and  the 
day  coming  on,  they  march’d  to  the  town  of  Valencien¬ 
nes,  and  font  their  cavalry  in  purfuit  of  the  troops  that 
were  running  away.  Great  part  of  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s 
Army  were  made  prifoners,  and  the  reft  efcaped  to  Conde, 
though  the  Marfhal  had  done  all  that  could  be  done. 

What  occafion’d  much  lofs,  there  was  but  one  bridge, 
the  paffage  over  which  was  encumber’d  by  the  baggage. 

The  two  regiments  which  Mr.  de  Turenne  had  made 
pafs  the  Dyke,  having  been  defeated  by  the  enemy, 
which  were  already  enter’d  into  the  line,  the  others  ftopt 
on  the  Dyke  whither  M.  de  Turenne  came  foon  after  the 
beginning  of  the  fight,  which  lafted  not  above  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  from  the  time  that  the  enemy  came  to  the 
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An.  1656  edge  of  the  ditch,  till  the  time  that  they  were  in  battle- 
— - array  within  the  intrenchments. 

In  this  inftant,  day  began  to  appear  ;  M.  de  Tu- 
renne  not  knowing  certainly  what  had  palled,  his  guards 
whom  he  had  fent  thither  in  all  hafte,  being  ail  taken 
or  kill’d,  nobody  came  time  enough  to  defend  the 
line.  As  we  perceived  by  the  fhouts  of  joy  that  were 
made  at  Valenciennes,  that  the  town  was  relieved,  and 
by  there  being  no  firing  in  the  line,  that  it  was  forc¬ 
ed,  M.  de  Turenne  fent  forthwith  to  the  trenches,  with 
orders  to  retire  ;  but  they  being  above  a  league  off,  the 
orders  arrived  a  little  too  late,  and  fome  of  the  enemy’s 
troops  had  already  got  into  the  town  j  fo  that  he  loft 
half  the  troops  that  were  in  the  trenches.  Day-light  in- 
creafing,  the  enemy’s  whole  Army  was  feen  marching, 
in  order  of  battle,  diredtly  to  the  town.  M.  de  Turenne 
drew  off  the  infantry  which  was  on  the  Dyke,  and  or¬ 
der’d  all  the  cannon  which  was  on  the  lines  to  be  drawn 
off,  and  that  the  guard-horfes  fhould  be  made  ufe  of  to 
draw  them  from  place  to  place,  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
He  alfo  order’d  the  lines  to  be  levell’d  j  and  as  he  march’d 
with  the  Lorrainers  to  M.  de  Caftelnau’s  quarter,  made 
M.  de  Navailles  dillodge  ■  and  thus  we  all  join’d  again 
at  the  border  of  the  intrenchments. 

The  enemy  march’d  a  body  of  cavalry  into  the  town, 
and  the  Prince  himfelf  haften’d  thither  j  while  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  having  caufed  the  line  to  be  broken  in  abundance 
of  places,  and  having  flood  his  ground  refolutely  for  a 
while  with  fome  fquadrons,  at  laft  quitted  the  intrench¬ 
ments,  leaving  fome  tents  and  baggage  behind  him. 
While  we  were  getting  together  again  from  fo  many 
different  parts,  it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  being  a  little 
in  confufion  at  firft  •  however,  within  half  a  league’s  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  town,  we  got  ourfelves  into  good  or¬ 
der  •  which  the  enemy  feeing,  made  a  flop,  nor  did  they 
afterwards  pufh  their  purfuit  of  us  with  much  brisknefs, 
meeting 'with  fomething  or  other  to  pick  up  by  the  way 
in  many  places. 

We  march’d  to  Quefnoi  with  five  or  fix  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  :  the  bridges  below  on  the  river,  towards  the  ifle,  which 
I  mention’d  before,  being  broke  down,  Marlhal  de  la 
Ferte’s  troops  could  not  retire  to  M.  de  Turenne’s  quar¬ 
ter,  where  M.  de  Marfin,  who  had  made  an  attack  with 
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thore  troops  from  S.  Amand,  was  repuls’d.  The  dilbr-^11-  ^56. 
der  in  the  King’s  Army  having  begun  on  the  other  fide, 
occafion’d  likewife  no  finall  mifchief,  becaufe  it  contri¬ 
buted  to  cut  off  their  way  to  the  bridge  ;  the  enemy  af¬ 
ter  having  taken  Marihal  de  la  Ferte,  who  had  behaved 
himfelf  very  well,  and  alrnoft  ail  the  general  Officers, 
and  a  great  many  others  of  his  Army,  prifoners,  they 
ftopt  at  Valenciennes,  not  purfuing  us  far  with  their  ca¬ 
valry.  All  the  King’s  Army  concluded  upon  going  on 
beyond  Quefnoi  to  Landrecies,  and  thence  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  France,  and  the  baggage  was  already  beginning 
to  file  off  on  the  other  fide  of  Quefnoi,  when  M.  deTu- 
renne  fent  fome  troops  to  flop  it  •  and  having  chofen  a 
camp  near  the  town,  he  lay  there  that  night.  Very  early 
next  day,  he  drew  up  the  Army  in  order  of  battle,  that 
he  might  regulate  the  wings  of  the  cavalry  and  the  bat¬ 
talions  of  the  infantry,  and  that  his  men  feeing  themfelves 
again  in  a  compacted  body  might  recover  their  fpirits  • 
for  though  it  was  Marffial  de  la  Ferte’s  Army  only  that 
had  fuffer’d  any  notable  lofs,  yet  there  was  no  fmall  con- 
fternation  among  the  reft  of  the  troops.  Notwithftand- 
ing  a  report  was  fpread  that  the  enemy  would  go  and  be- 
fiege  Conde,  M.  de  Turenne  believed  rather  that  they 
would  follow  him,  and  the  Army  was  not  of  opinion  to 
wait  for  them.  Next  day  after  the  raifing  of  the  liege 
the  enemy  received  a  re-inforcement  of  two  thouland 
German  foot,  and  having  allowed  themfelves  a  whole 
day  to  get  again  into  order  and  disburthen  themfelves 
of  their  prifoners,  they  march’d  diredtly  to  the  King’s 
Army.  It  is  certain  that  if  M.  de  Turenne  had  had 
nothing  to  fear  but  the  lofs  of  Quelnoi,  he  had  re¬ 
treated  to  the  frontiers  ;  but  he  forefeeing  the  many 
fatal  confequences  of  that  general  difcontent,  which  fuch 
a  retreat  would  have  caufed  all  over  the  Nation,  and 
even  at  the  court  itfelf,  as  likewife  of  the  Prince’s  ap¬ 
pearing  in  France,  chofe  rather  to  wait  for  the  enemy, 
than  make  a  motion  that  would  have  been  attended 
with  fo  many  mifchiefs.  There  was  a  neceffity  for  the 
enemy  to  crofs  two  fmall  rivulets  to  come  to  the  camp, 
where  the  King’s  Army  lay  •  and  as  it  is  well  known 
that  two  Armies  never  approach  each  other  without  a 
great  many  precautions,  which  take  up  time,  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  order’d  his  men,  not  to  take  their  arms,  but  only 

L  4  keep 


i£2  Memoirs  of  the  Book  III. 

An.  1656  keep  thernfelves  ready,  fearing  left  any  of  the  baggage 
"  being  feen  to  move,  might  give  a  bad  appearance  ■  and 
befides  he  had  a  mind  to  let  his  Army  fee  there  was  no 
occafion  to  be  afraid,  though  the  enemy  were  approach¬ 
ing.  M.  de  Turenne  difcourfed  with  the  General  Offi¬ 
cers  about  the  matter,  but  held  no  Council  of  War,  up¬ 
on  the  queftion,  Whether  to  continue  in  that  poft,  or  to 
retire.  The  enemy  coming  within  cannon-friot  of  the 
King’s  Army,  M.  de  Turenne  advanced  with  fome  regi¬ 
ments  of  the  main  guard ;  and  the  enemy  feeing  all  the 
tents  up,  and  the  main  guard  at  the  head  of  them,  per¬ 
ceived  plainly  enough  that  the  Army  was  not  diflodg’d, 
and  that  they  had  deceived  thernfelves ;  for  with  a  full  per- 
fuafion,  that  after  the  defeat  at  Valenciennes  (knowing 
that  what  was  left  of  Marffial  de  la  Ferte’s  Army  was  at 
Conde)  the  King’s  Army  would  fly  before  them,  they  had 
detach’d  three  thoufand  horfe  to  follow  us.  It  is  true 
that  fifteen  hundred  men,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
bring  a  Convoy  to  the  fiege,  came  and  joined  the  King’s 
Army  the  day  it  left  Valenciennes. 

The  enemy’s  Army  arriving  fomewhat  late,  thought 
of  nothing  that  day  but  to  reft  thernfelves ;  and  M.  de 
Turenne  being  quite  deftitute  of  tools  for  making  any 
grand  works,  and  not  thinking  it  proper  to  go  upon  fmall 
ones,  which  would  only  have  argued  fear,  and  afforded 
little  or  no  fecurity,  did  not  fet  his  men  to  work  at  all. 
The  enemy  continued  two  days  in  view,  without  at¬ 
tempting  the  leaft  thing.  All  that  fpace  of  time  the 
news  was  that  they  would  attack  us,  and  alfo  that  they 
defigned  to  march  between  Quefnoi  and  Landrecies,  to 
cut  off  the  provifions  and  forage  of  the  King’s  Army,  in 
which  cafe  iVI.  de  Turenne  was  refolved  to  oppofe  fuch 
their  marching,  and  to  fight  them,  though  that  feem’d  a 
little  rafh  confidering  the  condition  the  King’s  Army  was 
in  •  but  after  the  refolution  we  had  taken  to  ftay  at  Quefi- 
noi  we  were  no  longer  to  fear  any  thing. 

Two  or  three  thoufand  men,  who  had  efcaped  from 
Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  Army  to  Conde,  having  got  to 
S.  Guiflain,  came  to  Landrecies,  and  from  thence  to 
Quefnoi,  the  fecond  day  that  the  Armies  were  in  pre¬ 
fence,  fo  that  the  enemy  not  judging  it  proper  to  under¬ 
take  any  thing,  march’d  to  Conde.  M.  de  Turenne,  fee¬ 
ing  them  decamp,  fept  a  thoufand  horfe-load  of  meal  tp 
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S.  Guillain  and  Conde  :  in  which  lift  place,  there  had  been  An.  1656. 

large  quantides  of  provifions  when  the  liege  of  Valenci - - 

ennes  firft  began  •  but  M.  de  Turenne  had  very  much 
drain’d  it,  to  fupply  his  camp. 

M.  du  Paflage,  who  commanded  in  Conde,  having 
kept  with  him  no  more  than  five  and  twenty  hundred 
men,  the  enemy  found  it  very  ealy  to  befiege  that  place, 
which  indeed  ferved  only  to  advance  other  conquefts; 
the  liege  of  Valenciennes  being  rais’d,  Conde  was  lo 
wedged  wichin  their  country,  that  it  was  a  very  ealy  mat¬ 
ter  for  the  enemy,  without  feparating  their  quarters,  to 
prevent  its  relief  ■  fo  they  fix’d  their  quarters  very  orderly 
one  next  to  another,  being  in  no  fear  of  our  throwing 
in  provifions,  becaufe  of  its  lituation.  M.  de  Turenne 
put  Ibme  into  S.  Guillain,  feeing  the  impoftibility  of  fuc- 
couring  Conde,  and  receiving  advice  from  the  Governor 
that  there  were  not  provifions  for  above  ten  or  twelve 
days,  he  thought  it  not  reafonable  to  undertake  any 
thing,  in  the  condition  the  Army  was  in.  He  told  his 
mind  to  the  Cardinal,  who  agreed  with  him  in  the  lame 
fentiment,  after  they  had  conferred  together  upon  that 
fubjedt  at  Guile.  But  the  Governor  of  Conde  having 
more  provifions  than  were  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  the 
fiege  drawing  into  length,  the  Cardinal  was  of  opinion 
that  M.  de  Turenne  lhould  march  to  the  Scheld,  and  he 
left  it  to  his  choice,  eicher  to  alarm  Catelet,  or  advance 
towards  the  Lys. 

This  march  was  made  when  Conde  was  going  to  capi¬ 
tulate,  and  with  a  defign  to  fave  the  troops  that  were 
there.  M.  de  Turenne  having  crofs’d  the  Scheld,  march’d 
to  Arras,  and  thence  to  the  river  Lys  ;  and  he  had  attack’d 
S.  Venant,  had  he  not  received  advice  of  the  furrender  of 
Conde.  The  capitulation  of  the  garrifon  was,  that  it 
lhould  be  re-condudted  into  France  through  the  Country 
of  Luxembourg.  The  enemy,  after  having  fpent  three 
or  four  days  in  demolilhing  the  fortificadons,  advanced 
pretty  near  to  Cambrai  to  give  us  a  jealouly  they  defign- 
ed  to  enter  France,  or,  in  cafe  the  King’s  Army  lhould 
go  and  cover  the  frontier,  to  attack  Bethune  or  la  Bailee. 


The  Cardinal  had  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  remount 
the  cavalry  lince  the  adtion  at  Valenciennes;  and  this  ca¬ 
valry  when  remounted  he  caufed  to  march  into  the  fron¬ 
tier-places  ;  as* for  M.  de  Turenne  he  ftirred  not  from 
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An.  1656  Lens,  which  is  four  leagues  from  Arras  and  three  from 
—  la  Bailee. 

The  enemy  having  refresh'd  themfelves  feme  days  in 
the  plains  between  Cambrai  and  Bapaume  began  to  march, 
leaving  Arras  on  their  left,  to  come  to  Lens,  where  M. 
de  Turenne  had  ftay’d  ten  or  twelve  days  on  purpofe  to 
wait  there  for  them.  But  as  he  faw,  not  only  that  they 
could  come  to  him  by  fome  riling  grounds,  by  favour 
of  which  they  were  matters  of  a  pafs  where  he  could 
otherwife  have  fought  them,  but  alfo  that  the  King’s  Ar¬ 
my  would  on  their  approach  be  obliged  to  decamp  from 
Lens  for  want  of  forage,  he  chofe  rather  to  depart  be¬ 
fore  they  were  in  view ;  as  foon  therefore  as  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  they  were  got  within  three  leagues  of  him, 
he  march’d  to  Bethune.  He  faw  that  this  had  an  ill  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  minds  of  the  foldiery,  who  were  fomewhat 
furprized  at  his  thus  retreating  before  the  enemy  •  but 
having  weigh'd  the  neceffity  there  was  for  decamping, 
the  other  confideration  did  not  ftop  him.  He  had  ob- 
ferv’d  on  the  map  a  place  nam’d  Houdain,  which  was  fi- 
tuated  jutt  as  he  delired,  becaufe  he  fhould  there  have 
Arras  near  him,  and  be  able  to  give  a  helping  hand  to 
Bethune  and  la  Bailee  ;  but  when  he  was  come  to  it,  he 
found  a  great  difficulty  in  refpetft  of  water  for  the  horfes, 
and  many  inconveniences  as  to  encamping ;  fo  he  en¬ 
trench’d  himfelf  a  little  in  the  night-time,  and  next  day 
went  in  fearch  of  a  fitter  place,  which  was  k  Buffiere, 
at  a  league’s  diftance  from  Houdain.  Being  inform’d  by 
fome  prifoners,  that  the  Spaniards  were  arriv’d  at  Lens 
with  an  intention  to  follow  him,  mightily  exulting  at  his 
retreat,  and  thinking  they  ffiould  always  drive  him  before 
them,  M.  de  Turenne  was  of  opinion  that  Houdain  was 
the  better  place  to  wait  for  the  enemy  in  j  not  that  it 
was  any  of  the  beft  for  an  engagement,  but  his  chief 
reafon  was  his  having  Arras  behind  him,  from  whence 
he  might  get  provisions  ■  whereas  ffiould  he  tarry  at  la 
Buffiere,  and  the  enemy  be  at  Houdain,  he  ffiould  have 
his  communication  with  Arras  cut  off ;  fo,  fetting  for¬ 
ward  at  midnight,  to  the  end  that  by  day-break  he  might 
be  in  order  of  battle,  (believing  the  enemy  would  march 
thither  early)  he  advanced  with  the  Army  to  Houdain, 
and  potting  the  right  wing  on  a  rifing  ground,  the  foot 
and  left  wing  descended  into  the  plain,  taking  fuch  a 
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diftance  as  is  requifite  for  an  Army  that  is  preparing  for  An  1656. 
an  engagement.  There  was  a  rivulet  behind  •  but  M.  — — — 
de  Turenne  would  not  pafs  over  it,  for  fear  the  enemy 
fhould  place  themfelves  before  la  Bailee,  whofe  fituation 
is  fuch,  that,  by  getting  there  but  ten  hours  before  an 
enemy,  the  relieving  it  is  render’d  very  difficult,  and  M. 
de  Turenne  was  willing  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  arrive 
there  foon  after  the  enemy  ■  which  the  Defile  of  the  ri¬ 
vulet  would  have  hinder’d. 

About  eight  or  nine  in  the  morning  the  enemy  began 
to  appear  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  league  and  a  half 
from  the  King’s  Army,  which  when  they  faw  in  a  fight¬ 
ing  pofture,  they  made  a  halt  for  more  than  three  hours, 
and  held  a  council,  after  which  they  directed  their  march 
towards  us.  We  thought  it  would  have  come  to  a  battle 
that  day  j  but  night  approaching,  they  ranged  themfelves 
in  battalia  wichin  a  fmall  quarter  of  a  league  of  us,  ex¬ 
tending  their  wings  of  cavalry  and  their  infantry  in  the 
very  lame  order  as  that  which  confronted  them.  In  the 
night-time,  M.  de  Turenne  had  a  mind  to  pofifefs  him- 
felf  of  a  village  and  put  his  infantry  into  it,  thereby  to 
alter  the  form  of  the  left  wing,  which  he  did  not  think 
well  placed.  After  having  loft  three  or  four  hours  in 
this  perplexity,  he  concluded  at  length  that  the  beft  way 
would  be  to  leave  the  Army  as  it  was,  and  in  two 
hours  time  he  caufed  fome  fmall  redans  to  be  caft  up  at 
the  head  of  the  left  wing.  ’Tis  faid  that  the  enemy  had 
approach’d  us,  in  a  perfuafion  that  we  were  retiring. 

When  it  was  day-light,  they  came  to  take  a  view  of  us, 
and  there  were  fome  skirmiffiings,  and  this  was  all  that 
happened  that  day.  The  next  morning,  they  march’d  to 
Lens  in  great  order :  for  as  the  way  is  through  wide 
plains,  there  could  be  no  confulion  in  marching.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  skirmiffiing  between  us  and  them  in 
their  retreat,  which  began  a  little  to  make  an  alteration 
in  thefpirits  of  the  two  Armies.  M.  de  Turenne  in  the 
camp  at  Lens  had  often  exercifed  his  infantry,  which  had 
fomewhat  reftored  their  vigour.  The  enemy  went  and 
lay  at  Dowai,  from  whence,  fome  days  after,  they  de¬ 
tached  a  body  of  infantry  to  go  and  befiege  S.  Guifiain 
while  they  fhould  cover  the  fiege  with  their  Army.  The 
fituation  of  the  Country  made  this  eafy  for  them  to  do, 
and  render’d  the  relieving  of  the  place  impoffible.  As 
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An.  1656.  they  likewife  made  their  attack  with  few  men,  the  reft 

— - —  ~  of  their  Army  was  fufficient  to  hinder  us  from  undertaking 

any  thing  in  Flanders.  M.  de  Turenne,  as  foon  as  he 
faw  the  enemy  was  moved  off,  fent  S.  Martin,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  Ordnance,  to  wait  on  the  Cardinal  who 
was  at  la  Fere,  in  order  to  get  the  artillery  ready,  and  the 
military  implements  fitted  for  ufe.  This  M.  de  Turenne 
did,  thinking  he  might  be  able  to  lay  fiege  to  la  Capelle, 
which  was  fo  remote  from  die  place  where  he  then  was, 
that  he  believed  the  enemy  would  have  no  fufpicion 
of  his  delign.  The  Cardinal  having  left  it  to  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  to  do  as  he  thought  fit,  the  latter  departed  from 
Bethune,  pafs’d  through  Arras,  made  a  fhew  of  going  to 
the  river  Somme,  to  conceal  his  march  from  the  garrifon 
of  Cambrai ;  and  flipping  along  the  river,  left  his  infan¬ 
try  behind  him,  and  went  and  inverted  la  Capelle. 

The  Prince  had  detach’d  a  body  under  the  Count  de  la 
Suze,  who  was  to  have  thrown  himfelf  into  the  place  j 
but  laying  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  from  la  Capelle, 
and  hearing  no  news  of  the  King’s  Army,  he  did  not 
enter,  neither  did  he  attempt  to  do  it,  till  after  he  had 
received  advice  that  the  town  was  inverted.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  had,  in  his  way,  been  join’d  by  fifteen  hundred 
foot,  which  came  from  Conde :  with  thefe  and  the  ca¬ 
valry  he  began  to  intrench  himfelf.  Some  troops  of  M. 
de  la  Suze’s  Corps  endeavour’d  to  get  in,  the  firft  night, 
but  to  no  purpofe  ■  but  the  fecond,  the  fon  of  M.  de 
Chamilii  the  Governor  threw  himfelf  into  the  place  with 
about  fourfcore  horfe,  having  forced  his  way  through  the 
fquadrons  which  furrounded  it.  The  infantry  arriv’d  the 
fecond  day  after  the  cavalry,  and  there  not  being  above 
two  hundred  men  in  the  place,  we,  in  one  night,  carry’d 
the  counterfcarp,  took  three  half-moons,  and  eroding  the 
ditch  fee  fome  foldiers  on  againft  the  baftion,  but  this 
being  overcaft  with  good  ftone-work,  they  could  not 
keep  their  ground  there.  All  thefe  out-works  which  we 
took  were  admirably  well  ftaked  and  palifaded.  The 
enemy,  mean  while,  getting  themfelves  together  at  S. 
Guillain,  refblv’d  to  make  us  raife  the  fiege  of  la  Capelle, 
and  march’d  thither  in  hafte,  nothing  doubting  but  they 
might  return  again  to  S.  Guiflain,  the  fituation  of  the 
Country  giving  them  reafon  to  depend  on  fuch  meafures. 

M.  de  Turenne  had  an  account  brought  him  that  the 

enemy 
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enemy  had  raifed  the  fiege  of  S  Guiilain,  and  that  their  An.  1656. 
whole  Army  was  arrived  at  Avefnes,  an  hour  after  all  ■■■——-  — 
the  out-works  of  la  Capelle  were  carried  :  this  obliged 
him  to  prefs  the  liege.  Though  the  place  was  very  fmall, 
yet  the  circumvallation  was  above  three  leagues  in  com- 
pafs ;  but  there  being  woods  about  the  town,  which  hin¬ 
der’d  an  enemy’s  Army  from  giving  a  jealoufy  in  all  parts, 
we  wrought  with  the  utmoft  diligence  at  the  head  by 
which  the  enemy  could  come,  which  had  a  wide  front  ; 
and  in  the  night,  as  we  fear’d  not  the  place,  we  kept 
the  Army  very  near  it,  that  we  might  be  able  to  re¬ 
pair  fpeedily  to  that  quarter,  by  which  the  enemy  fhould 
make  their  approach.  They  advanced,  without  loling 
time,  to  within  a  league  of  the  circumvallation  j  but  be¬ 
ing  greatly  fatigued  with  a  continual  rain  during  their  two 
day’s  hafty  march,  they  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to 
fight,  and  continued  two  days  at  that  diftance  from  the 
camp  of  the  King’s  Army.  The  foldiers  who  had  ad¬ 
vanced  the  firft  night  as  far  as  the  wall  of  the  baftion, 
not  having  been  able  to  keep  there,  we  made  holes  in  it 
with  our  cannon ;  in  thefe  holes  the  Miners  lodg’d  them- 
felves,  and  the  place  yielded  the  fourth  day  in  prefence  of 
the  enemy’s  Army. 

After  the  furrender  of  la  Capelle,  the  Prince  fent  fbme 
of  his  troops  into  Rocroi,  and  the  Spaniards  found  them- 
felves  unable  to  return  fo  foon  to  S.  Guiilain.  They 
went  and  lay  at  Maubeuge  ;  and  the  King  and  the 
Cardinal  arriving  at  Guile,  they  thought  it  advifeable  to 
caufe  a  large  Convoy  to  be  thrown  into  S.  Guiilain. 

There  was  a  great  likelihood  that  the  enemy  would  re¬ 
turn  to  their  old  camp,  before  this  place,  which  was  a 
very  advantageous  one  for  the  hindering  of  our  going  to  it 
with  the  Convoy,  and  indeed  with  the  Army  ;  however, 
the  Cardinal  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  King  ought 
to  attempt  it.  He  therefore  fet  out  from  Guife  with  the 
Army,  and  lying  at  Quefnoi,  next  day  M.  de  Turenne 
being  advanced  within  a  league  of  the  place,  fent  thither 
M.  de  Caftelnau  with  four  or  five  hundred  foot,  provifi- 
ons  for  eight  months,  and  plenty  of  warlike  ftores.  The 
enemy,  tho’  in  no  condition  to  hinder  it,  yet  march’d  to 
Mons,  which  is  not  above  a  league  from  S.  Guiilain, 
and  fhew’d  themfelves  before  the  place  two  hours  after 
the  troops  which  had  guarded  the  Convoy  were  retired. 

There 
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.  There  was  a  forry  caftle  which  we  took  in  this  march. 
.  From  thence  the  King  went  to  Guife,  and,  the  feafon 
being  far  advanced,  he  return’d  to  Paris  foon  afcer. 

The  enemy  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  befiege 
S.  Guiflain,  and  the  King’s  Army  ftaid  in  the  Cambrefis 
till  the  beginning  of  November  ■  then  it  re-paffed  the 
Somme  to  go  into  quarters  in  France,  and  that  of  the 
enemy  retired  between  Mons  and  Namur,  where  after  it 
had  ftaid  a  while  in  the  villages,  it  was  difpers’d  up  and 
down  in  the  Countries  where  it  ufed  to  be.  The  King’s 
Army  was  difpos’d  of  in  the  villages,  and  we  began  this 
year  for  the  firft:  time  to  quarter  the  foot  therein,  affign- 
ing  them  places  in  like  manner  as  the  horfe,  both  officers 
and  foldiers. 

During  the  winter  the  enemy,  having  tamper’d  with 
fome  Iriffi  officers  who  were  in  S.Guiilain,  and  who  had 
promis’d  them  to  make  the  foldiers  revolt  when  they 
ffiould  draw  near  the  place,  came  before  it  with  fome 
troops  drawn  out  of  the  garrifons,  and  attacking  the 
out-works,  carried  them.  Though  their  fecret  intel¬ 
ligence  with  thofe  Iriffi  officers  had  no  effect,  they  con¬ 
tinued  the  ftege  and  took  the  place  in  fix  or  feven  days 
from  opening  the  trenches.  M.  de  Schomberg  com¬ 
manded  there  with  a  garrifon  of  fix  hundred  men,  and 
by  capitulation  came  away  to  Quefnoi.  There  fell  out 
nothing  confiderable  this  winter  at  Court,  where  a  ple¬ 
nitude  of  power  was  continued  to  Cardinal  Mazarin. 

A  treaty  being  concluded  with  the  Protector  of  Eng¬ 
land,  he  promis’d  to  furniffi  fix  thoufand  men,  to  be  paid 
by  the  King,  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Dunkirk  or  Gra¬ 
velines,  and  it  was  agreed  that  which  foever  of  thofe  two 
places  was  firft  taken  ffiould  be  put  into  the  Protector’s 
hands  •  and  if  it  ffiould  prove  to  be  Gravelines,  then  this 
was  to  be  as  an  hoftage  to  him  till  Dunkirk  ffiould  be 
taken  and  put  into  his  hands,  in  which  cafe  Gravelines 
ffiould  be  reftored  to  the  King. 

The  Army  took  the  field  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
with  intention  to  do  all  that  could  be  done  on  the  fea- 
coaft.  M.  de  Turenne  was  fome  time  at  Amiens  before 
the  Court,  in  order  to  affemble  the  Army.  The  dilatori- 
nefs  of  the  officers  in  raifing  the  recruits,  and  that  of  the 
Engliffi  who  landed  not  at  Calais,  till  the  month  of  May  was 
far  fpent,  gave  the  enemy  time  to  get  together  in  Flan- 
4.  ders. 
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ders.  The  Kinghaving  no  one  pafiage  inro  it,  our  hopes  An.  16560 

of  fuccefs  on  the  fea  iide  was  folely  grounded  on  our  be- - — — • 

ing  fo  early  in  our  undertakings  that  the  enemy’s  Army 
could  not  be  got  together.  Thefe  meafures  were  broke 
on  ihe  fide  of  Flanders,  which  is  fo  clofe  and  compadt  a 
Country,  that  no  fcheme  is  like  to  fucceed  there,  when 
a  paftage  is  not  iecured,  and  there  is  an  Army  to  oppofe 
it.  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  was  with  an  Army  about  Luxem¬ 
bourg,  in  order  to  attack  Arlon,  if  he  found  it  ungarri- 
fon’d,  or  at  lead:  to  put  a  flop  there  to  the  Prince’s  Army, 
which  for  fome  years  paft  ufed  to  winter  in  that  Country 
and  the  territories  of  Guelderland,  Juliets  and  Brabant. 

The  Cardinal  came  to  Amiens,  where  M.  de  Turenne 
agreed  with  him  that  the  Army  fhould  march  to  the  Lysj 
that  the  King  fhould  go  to  Montreuil,  in  order  to  put  the 
enemy  in  pain  for  their  places  on  the  coaft,  and  that  we 
fhould  return  fuddenly  and  fall  on  Cambrai  which  was 
entirely  defencelefs.  To  make  this  defign  the  more  fea- 
fible,  and  to  keep  the  enemy  from  making  preparations  at 
Cambrai,  it  wasrequiiite  the  Englifh  fhould  land  juft  when 
the  King’s  Army  appeared  before  that  town  and  not  before  5 
becaufe  elfe  the  Army  tarrying  in  the  Boulenois  would 
have  made  the  enemy  fufpedt  that  we  were  contriving  to 
enter  into  Flanders,  and  immediately  have  put  them  up¬ 
on  throwing  men  into  Cambrai,  which  was  but  at  the 
diftance  of  two  days  march  from  us.  On  the  other  fide, 
it  was  not  thought  proper  that  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  fhould 
re-pafs  the  Meufe  and  quit  the  Country  of  Luxembourg, 
left  the  Prince  with  his  Army,  feeing  that  the  Marfhal  had 
his  face  turn’d  towards  Flanders,  fhould  likewife  march  to 
Cambrai.  Thefe  confiderations  made  M.  de  Turenne, 
without  the  Englifh  and  without  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s 
Army,  refolve  to  lit  down  before  Cambrai,  chufing  ra¬ 
ther  to  hazard  the  letting  fome  fuccour  enter  in,  and  in 
that  cafe  not  to  continue  the  liege,  than  to  dilcover  his 
defign  by  going  thither  with  more  precaution,  and  by 
cauling  the  Englifh  and  M.  de  la  Ferte  to  approach  5 
which  would  have  engaged  the  enemy  to  put  the  place 
into  fuch  a  condition  as  would  have  prevented  all  thoughts 
of  attacking  it.  Setting  out  from  Bethune,  he  march’d 
With  all  his  cavalry,  and  in  a  day  and  a  night  arrived  be¬ 
fore  the  place,  after  he  had  pafled  the  Scheld  above  he 
town,  and  fetch  d  a  compafs  round  the  citadel.  He  *  et 

M.  de 
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An.  1657  M.  de  Caftelnau  whom  he  had  fent,  with  good  part  of 

•  ■  ■  — -  the  cavalry,  between  Cambrai  and  Bouchain,  and  the  in¬ 

fantry  being  arriv’d  with  a  bridge  of  boats  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day  chat  M.  de  Turenne  got  there  with  the 
cavalry,  we  made  in  an  hour’s  time  a  bridge  of  commu¬ 
nication  ;  and  having  diftributea  the  working-implements 
the  fame  day,  we  began  at  feven  m  rhe  evening  to  work 
on  the  lines.  We  had  no  intelligence  of  the  enemy, 
and  M.  de  Turenne  well  knew  that  with  the  utmoft  di¬ 
ligence  horfemen  could  make,  the  cavalry  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards  in  Flanders  could  not  be  there  before  the  next  day,  by 
which  time  he  believed  he  might  be  inclofed  either  within 
lines;  or  fecured  by  the  baggage  of  the  Army  or  the 
provilion-waggons,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  no  cavalry  of 
the  enemy  could  be  able  to  pafs.  Whilft  he  was  coming 
on  the  fide  of  Flanders  to  invert  Cambrai,  he  learnt  no¬ 
thing  of  the  Prince,  whom  he  believed  to  be  about  the 
Meufe.  M.  de  Cond-  being  importuned  by  the  Spani¬ 
ards  to  march  into  Flanders,  which  they  chofe  rather  to 
fave  and  leave  the  places  of  Luxembourg  to  take  their 
fate,  arriv’d  with  all  his  cavalry  at  Valenciennes  the 
fame  morning,  that  M.  de  Turenne  did  at  Cambrai  ;  and 
having  notice  thereof  from  divers  Couriers  whom  the 
the  Governor  had  difpatch’d  to  Bouchain,  when  he  began 
to  fee  the  King’s  Army  appear,  as  likewife  by  the  cannon 
of  the  citadel  and  town,  he  went  away  to  Bouchain  with 
his  cavalry,  which  is  not  above  two  hours  march  from 
Valenciennes,  and  it  is  as  much  from  thence  to  Cambrai. 
He  arrived  about  ten  in  the  morning  at  Bouchain,  faw 
all  that  day  the  King’s  Army  filing  off  towards  Cambrai ; 
and  although  abundance  of  people  counfelled  him  to 
wait  for  the  troops  of  Spain  in  order  to  relieve  the  place, 
he  well  judg’d  that  the  difficulty  would  increafe,  if  he 
gave  us  time  to  work  on  the  lines;  that  very  night  m 
which  we  had  inverted  Cambrai,  about  eleven  o’clock, 
he  march’d  over  the  plains,  (it  being  all  a  flat  Country 
about  Cambrai)  direfbly  to  the  citadel,  with  near  three 
thoufand  horfe,  but  no  infantry  at  all. 

M.  de  Turenne  having  had  information  in  the  clofe  of 
the  day,  that  there  were  arriv’d  nine  fquadrons  of  horfe 
at  Bouchain,  fency’d  they  were  fome  Spanifh  troops  that 
had  a  mind  to  flutf  the  place,  and  thinking  they  would 
avoid  costing  wba«  he  was  encamp’d^  but  would  go 
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round  in  order  to  get  in  without  meeting  any  body,  he  An.  1657. 
went  and  ported  himfelf  in  the  place  where  it  was  fup-  " 1 
pofed  they  would  pafs,  with  feven  or  eight  regiments  of 
cavalry,  leaving  all  the  troops  extended  along  die  plain. 

It  is  not  certainly  known  whether  the  Prince  was  milled 
by  the  Guide,  who,  it  is  faid,  intended  to  carry  him 
another  way,  to  avoid  the  camp  ,  but  he  came  by  the 
highway  from  Bouchain  to  the  citadel.  He  had  twenty 
five  or  twenty  fix  fquadrons,  three  fquadrons  in  front,  and 
the  others  behind  in  three  columns.  They  found  in  their 
way  but  four  or  five  fquadrons  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
King’s  Army,  who  having  only  made  fome  difcharges, 
and  not  oppofing  them  in  front,  let  them  pafs  on 
with  but  little  lofs.  A  fquadron  of  Clerembaut,  where 
M.  de  Varenne  was,  charg’d  that  where  the  Prince  was, 
follow’d  it  quite  to  the  counterfcarp  of  the  citadel  and 
took  a  good  number  of  prifoners :  fome  likewife  mifs’d 
their  way  in  the  dark  of  the  night ;  but  the  Prince  found 
himfelf  an  hour  before  day  on  the  ditches  of  the  citadel 
with  all  his  troops  about  him,  except  five  and  twenty  or 
thirty  officers  and  three  or  four  hundred  troopers  which 
he  loft.  M.  de  Turenne  was  a  great  way  off,  when  there 
was  brought  to  him  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  die  regi¬ 
ment  of  Enguien,  who  was  taken  as  the  Prince  was  en¬ 
tering  the  camp.  Though  M.  de  Turenne  hafted  to  that 
fide,  he  could  not  learn  before  it  was  day-light,  whether 
or  no  any  body  of  men  was  got  into  Cambrai. 

Day-light  beginning  to  appear,  M.  de  Turenne  faw  all 
the  enemy’s  troops  in  order  of  batde  upon  the  counter¬ 
fcarp  of  the  citadel ;  upon  which  he  immediately  order’d 
M.  de  Caftelnau,  who  was  on  the  other  fide  the  Scheld, 
to  re-pafs  on  this  fide,  and  made  no  hefitation  to  raife  the 
fiege  ;  not  having  undertaken  it  but  upon  an  aflurance  he 
fhould  find  but  few  men  in  the  place,  and  being  fully 
perfuaded  that  if  he  beat  the  Spanifli  fuccours,  which 
could  not  be  very  confiderable  the  firft  nor  the  fecond 
night,  he  might  eafily  carry  on  the  fiege :  but  the  Prince’s 
arrival  at  Bouchain,  the  day  he  (himfelf )  inverted  Cam¬ 
brai,  and  the  refolution  which  the  Prince  took  to  enter 
the  place  in  perfon  (which  was  a  very  bold  thing)  utterly 
broke  M.  de  Turenne’s  meafures,  and  obliged  him  to  af- 
femble  all  the  troops.  Having  taken  up  all  the  bridges 
on  the  Scheld,  and  having  re-loaded  the  waggons  with 

M  what- 
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An.  1657.  whatever  might  have  been  taken  out  of  them  in  a  blockade 
of  one  night,  he  began  to  march  between  Cambrai  and 
le  Catelet. 

When  M.  de  Caftelnau  had  done  palling  the  Scheld, 
and  was  re-loading  his  bridge,  there  appear’d  fome  caval¬ 
ry  of  the  Spaniih  Army,  which  the  Prince,  when  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Bouchain,  had  order’d  to  haften  away  to  him. 
There  was  no  confiderabie  skirmilh  in  the  rear ;  and  the 
King’s  Army,  after  flaying  two  days  about  Cambrai,  drew 
near  to  S.  Quentin,  where  the  King  who  was  in  Picardy 
arriv’d  fome  days  after.  This  attempt  on.  Cambrai  hav¬ 
ing  given  the  enemy  time  to  get  themfelves  together, 
any  enterprixe  from  the  fea  to  the  Scheld  became  in  a 
manner  impoffible j  fo  that  we  caus’d  the  Englifh  to  ad¬ 
vance  to  S.  Quentin,  who  had  landed  to  the  number  of 
near  fix  thoufand  men,  and  the  King  went  thither  with 
the  Cardinal :  M.  de  Turenne  repairing  thither  likewife, 
a  refolution  was  taken  to  fend  to  Marflial  de  la  Ferte  with 
a  propofal  to  attack  Arlon  or  Monmedi,  thinking  that  an 
attack  upon  a  fmall  place  in  Luxembourg  might  make 
the  enemy  take  fome  wrong  flep  ^  which  we  chofe  ra¬ 
ther  to  do  than  to  fit  down  before  a  great  town,  after 
having  given  the  Spaniards  time  to  get  together  •  for  this 
would  enable  them  either  to  enter  France,  or  fall  on  fome 
place  which  could  not  be  well  fupplied,  when  the  Army 
was  employ’d  about  a  great  liege,  and  had  many  places  to 
defend.  This  was  what  determin’d  us  to  fall  upon  Mon¬ 
medi,  to  which  Marlhal  de  la  Ferte  readily  affented  : 
and  although  there  were  great  difficulties  on  acount  of 
the  rock,  yet  we  flatter’d  ourfelves  that  we  ffiould  find 
but  few  men  there,  as  indeed  there  were  not  above 
four  hundred  at  the  mofl. 

M.  de  Turenne  fent  away  four  thoufand  foot  to  Mar¬ 
flial  de  la  Ferte,  and  caus’d  the  body  of  Englilh  to  draw 
near  him,  with  intent  to  oppofe  the  enemy’s  Army ;  and 
putting  fome  infantry  into  Landrqcies  and  Quefnoi,  he 
kept  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  frontier  to  hinder  the 
enemy’s  attempting  to  relieve  Monmedi,  or  doing  any 
thing  elfe  that  was  confiderabie.  The  fiege  therefore 
began,  and  M.  de  Turenne  march’d  thither  once 
with  his  cavalry,  upon  advice  that  the  enemy  were  be¬ 
tween  the  Sambre  and  the  Meufe  in  their  way  to  the 
place.  He  returned  thither  a  fecond  time,  the  enemy’s 

whole 
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whole  Army  having  been  as  far  as  Charlemont  which  is. An.  1657. 

on  the  Meufe,  from  whence  they  returned  haftily  thro’ - — 

Flanders  to  Calais,  to  execute  a  defign  which  they  had, 
on  that  place,  but  it  mifcarry’d  :  and  the  Cardinal,  who 
was  at  la  Fere  with  the  King,  fent  away  with  the  ucmolt 
expedition  his  Majefty’s  Musketeers  to  Ardres,  who,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  cavalry  which  M.  de  Caftelnau  fent  thi¬ 
ther  likewife,  prevented  the  enemy’s  Hopping  at  Ardres, 
after  miffing  their  aim  on  Calais  ,  but  having  refrefh’d 
themfelves  near  a  fortnight,  they  again  approach’d  the 
frontier  and  came  to  Ribemont. 

The  liege  of  Monmedi  lafted  much  longer  than  it  had 
been  imagin’d  it  would,  becaufe  of  the  rocks  near  the 
Counterfcarp  ;  fo  that  the  enemy  aftoniih’d  at  the  length 
of  the  liege,  refolv’d  after  all  thefe  attempts  to  relieve 
it,  and  after  marching  to  Calais  to  make  again  as  if 
they  would  break  into  France,  having  firft  fent  M.  de 
Marcin  with  a  Corps  to  Luxembourg,  to  endeavour  to 
relieve  Monmedi :  but  they  ftaid  no  longer  than  one 
day  at  Ribemont,  and  retired  from  thence  into  their  own 
Country.  M.  de  Turenne  fent  a  new  reinforcement 
of  troops  to  Monmedi ;  fo  that  after  above  two  months 
from  the  opening  of  the  trenches,  the  place  furrender’d, 
the  enemy  having  undertaken  nothing,  and  their  Army 
being  in  a  very  ruinous  condition,  by  reafon  of  divers 
marches  which  had  very  ill  fucceeded.  We  had  for  fome 
time  entertained  a  very  ill  opinion  of  the  fiege  of  Mon¬ 
medi  •  which  obliged  the  King  to  approach  it,  and  af¬ 
terwards  the  Queen,  who  had  ftaid  at  la  Fere,  went  thi¬ 
ther  to  vilit  the  King,  who  redded  at  Stenai,  but  now 
and  then  took  a  ride  to  the  fiege  to  fee  how  it  v/ent  on. 

When  the  place  furrender’d,  the  enemy’s  whole  Army 
was  between  the  Sambre  and  the  Meufe,  and  the  Cardi¬ 
nal  propos’d  to  M.  de  Turenne  the  fiege  of  Rocroi  j 
which  the  enemy  judging  fealible,  they  drew  near  it  with 
their  whole  Army.  M.  de  Turenne  was  between  four¬ 
teen  and  fifteen  leagues  from  the  place  where  the  Court 
was,  and  well  knew  that  there  had  been  no  new  plan  form’d 
for  any  enterprises  ;  the  Court  fancying  every  thing  to 
be  good,  fo  it  could  but  be  brought  about :  but  he,  fee¬ 
ing  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  towards  Rocroi,  re- 
folved  to  march  very  early,  to  be  beforehand  with  them, 
and  to  get  into  Flanders  fooner  than  they.  He,  at  fet- 
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An.  1657  ting  out,  advertifed  the  Cardinal  of  his  defign ;  and  all 

— - -  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  troops,  as  well  thofe  of  his  own 

Corps,  as  thofe  which  had  been  fent  him,  continued 
near  Monmedi,  except  the  cavalry  which  M.  de  l’lfle- 
bonne  and  M.  de  Varennes  commanded.  Departing 
from  Rumigni,  he  took  his  march  towards  Avefnes,  and 
from  thence  crofs’d  the  Sambre  at  Amiens,  where  he 
tarry’d  no  longer  than  was  juft  requifite  to  take  fome  re- 
freihment.  He  pafs’d  near  Quefnoi,  and  went  and  crofs’d 
the  Scheld  at  Neuville,  a  league  below  Bouchain,  from 
whence  he  went  and  lay  at  Sailli  on  the  Scarpe,  and  that 
very  night  fent  from  thence  M.  de  Caftelnau  to  inveft 
S.  Venant,  having  order’d  him  to  pafs  over  to  the  other 
fide  the  Lys.  M.  de  Turenne  at  the  fame  time  arriv’d  on 
this  fide  with  all  the  cavalry  and  a  detachment  of  Mus¬ 
keteers.  From  the  Sambre  we  had  march’d  in  three  days 
as  far  as  S.  Venant,  the  firft  we  reach’d  Neuville  hard  by 
Bouchain,  the  fecond  we  got  to  Sailli,  on  the  Scarpe,  and 
the  third  to  St.  Venant. 

M.  de  Turenne  knew  very  well  that  he  could  not  gee 
above  a  day’s  march  of  the  enemy,  who  by  going  thro’ 
their  own  Country,  would  meet  with  nothing  to  retard 
their  progrefs  j  for  which  reafon  he  would  not  lay  fiege 
to  Armentieres,  becaufe  the  enemy  could  have  been 
there  a  day  fooner  than  at  St.  Venant.  This  expeditiouf- 
nefs  of  the  King’s  Army  was  not  at  all  hinder’d  by  the 
baggage  which  had  been  almoft  all  fent  away  except  fome 
waggons  and  cannon  which  march’d  with  the  Army.  M. 
de  Ciron,  who  conducted  the  baggage,  was  order’d  by 
M.de  Turenne  to  take  along  with  him  the  tools,  which 
were  to  be  at  S.  Quentin,  and  make  the  beft  of  his  way 
thro’  Arras  and  Bethune  directly  to  St.  Venant. 

When  the  Army  arriv’d  there,  we  found  the  place  nak¬ 
ed  enough  •  not  having  in  it  above  three  hundred  men. 
As  we  could  bring  but  very  little  ammunition  or  provi- 
fion  with  the  Army,  M.  de  Turenne  fent  away  imme¬ 
diately  to  fetch  what  could  be  fpared  from  la  Bailee  and 
Bethune.  The  Prince  and  Don  John  of  Auftria  loft  no 
time,  and  having  march’d  without  baggage,  their  van  ar¬ 
rived  within  four  leagues  of  S.  V'enant,  the  day  after  that 
the  King’s  Army  was  got  before  the  place.  We  wanted 
all  things  neceflary  for  a  fiege,  fo  M.  de  Turenne  took 
fome  cavalry  and  went  to  la  Bailee  j  from  whence,  com- 
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ing  back  by  Bethune,  he  brought  fome  provifions  to  the  An.  1657. 

camp,  as  likewife  a  little  ammunition.  - 

The  enemy’s  whole  Army  arriv’d  before  the  place,  the 
third  day  after  that  of  the  King.  We  received  news  that 
day,  that  the  baggage  of  our  Army,  efcorted  by  feven 
or  eight  regiments  of  horfe  and  fifteen  hundred  foot,  was 
fet  out  from  Arras  and  coming  to  the  camp.  M.  deTu- 
renne  fent  five  hundred  horfe  to  meet  it,  and  fent  word 
to  M.  de  Ciron  who  conducted  it  to  go  round  by  Liters, 
where  he  encamp’d  in  the  evening  within  an  hour  and 
half’s  march  of  S.  Venant ;  and  next  day  M.  de  Ciron, 

1  departing  thence  pretty  late,  came  in  the  morning  to  M. 
de  Turenne,  with  part  of  the  troops  of  his  van,  having 
heard  no  news  of  the  enemy,  of  whom  a  body  of  a  thou- 
fand  or  twelve  hundred  horfe  reinforc’d  from  the  garri- 
fons  of  Aire  and  S.  Omer,  under  the  conduit  of  M.  de 
Bouteville,  had  intelligence  at  Aire,  that  the  beforemen- 
tion’d  baggage  was  encamp’d  near  Liters.  So  fetting  out 
from  la  Motte  au  Bois,  they  went  thro’  Aire  direitly  to 
Liters  •  they  found  part  of  the  baggage  upon  the  march, 
part  being  got  before  to  the  camp  or  very  near  it.  As  here 
are  nothing  but  narrow  pafles  where  the  foremoft  can’t 
affift  the  hindmoft,  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  the 
1  regiment  of  infantry  of  Alface,  which  were  in  the  rear, 

!  were  charg’d  by  that  cavalry  of  the  enemy’s,  routed,  and 
part  of  the  baggage  taken :  we  faved  a  good  many  horfes, 
but  feveral  regiments  fuffer’d  very  confiderable  lofs.  ’Twas 
very  late  before  the  alarm  was  given  in  the  camp,  when 
many  of  the  cavalry  ran  thither  in  diforder  •  they  took 
fome  prifoners  of  the  enemy  who  had  ftaid  too  long,  and 
who  had  not  time  to  plunder  the  reft  of  the  baggage. 

All  that  day  our  troops  were  much  dejeited  on  account 
of  this  lofs :  there  arrived  however  fome  tools  with  which 
we  fell  to  work  with  all  fpeed ;  and  it  being  a  clofe  co¬ 
ver’d  Country,  the  enemy  could  neither  fee  the  conditi¬ 
on  the  King’s  Army  was  in,  nor  extend  themfelves  to 
make  any  orderly  attack  upon  it,  though  they  were  very 
near  us,  and  we  not  intrench’d.  We  had  no  general  ren¬ 
dezvous,  but  oppofing  few  troops  againft  them  trufted 
to  the  difficulty  of  the  accefs  to  us. 

The  trenches  were  not  open’d,  and  the  enemy  believ¬ 
ing  ’twas  their  prefence  that  hinder’d  it,  came  and  lodg’d 
within  cannon-  ftiot  of  a  village  which  gave  entrance  to 
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An.  1 657.  our  camp,  and  which  was  the  eafieft  place  to  attack  it  by. 

— - - >.  They  found,  when  they  came  there,  that  fome  carriages 

with  bread  from  Bethune  were  arriv’d  there  too.  Three 
fquadrcns  which  guarded  them  ported  themfelves  in  the 
rear,  and  having  feen  the  Convoy  fafe  in,  were  charg’d 
by  a  great  number  of  the  enemy’s  fquadrons,  which  made 
the  van  of  their  Army,  and  were  drove  to  the  very  bar¬ 
rier  of  the  village,  tire  entrance  whereof  was  made  im¬ 
practicable  to  the  enemy  by  fome  futders  carts  which 
march’d  after  the  Convoy.  This  was  at  four  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  the  thing  was  fo  fudden,  that  there 
were  only  a  few  musketeers  at  the  barrier,  who  fired  fome 
fhot.  All  the  infantry  being  at  work,  was  at  a  very  great 
diftance  from  that  place.  M.  de  Turenne  was  in  the 
camp.  He  ran  to  where  the  noife  was,  with  not  above 
twelve  or  fifteen  perfons  with  him,  among  whom  was  M. 
de  Humieres,  who  advancing  forward,  arriv’d  at  the  bar¬ 
rier,  whither  the  enemy  were  already  got.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  arriv’d  there  at  the  fame  time  •  fo  that  the  enemy, 
who  had  no  fettl’d  defign  upon  our  camp,  retired  to  their 
own,  which  was  not  above  a  thoufand  paces  off.  Had 
they  had  dragoons  or  infantry  in  their  van-guard,  ’tis  cer¬ 
tain  diey  might  at  that  time  have  caus’d  great  confufion 
in  our  Army,  which  was  very  much  fcatter’d.  M.  de 
Turenne  feeing  that  the  enemy  had  no  other  defign  but' 
to  hinder  us  from  opening  the  trenches,  and  by  that  means 
to  fave  the  place,  through  the  apprehenfions  we  were 
under  from  the  neighbourhood  of  their  Army,  at  a  time 
when  that  of  the  King  was  neither  above  half-intrench’d, 
nor  provided  with  neceffaries  for  a  liege,  was  very  fen- 
ftble  that  delay  would  but  render  things  more  difficult, 
and  detract  from  the  reafons  of  undertaking  the  liege  in- 
rtread  of  adding  to  them  j  fo  he  open’d  the  trenches  that 
very  evening. 

The  place,  though  of  fome  importance  to  the  enemy, 
on  account  of  the  paffage  of  the  Lys,  yet  being  none  of 
thofe  which  could  give  caufe  to  fear  the  dangerous  con- 
fequences  attending  great  fieges,  the  enemy  came  to  no 
refolution  that  night }  they  continu’d  all  the  [next]  day  in 
their  camp.  After  fome  skirmifhes,  and  after  the  Dukes 
cf  York  and  Gloucefter  had  fpoke  with  a  good  many 
French  Officers  of  their  acquaintance,  the  night  follow¬ 
ing  the  Spaniards  march’d  away  in  all  hafte  to  Ardres, 
2  having 
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to  invert  the  place.  . 

All  the  night  that  the  enemy  v/ere  moving  off,  we  could 
not  learn  their  delign,  nor  indeed  the  night  after.  The  only 
tidings  we  had,  were,  that  they  were  marching  to  Aire  : 
we  fancied  they  were  going  round  the  camp  to  attack  it 
on  fome  other  fide ;  fo  that  the  trenches  were  advanced 
but  as  ufual.  But  fo  foon  as  M.  de  Turenne  heard  that 
they  were  arriv’d  before  Ardres,  he  made  the  Counter- 
fcarp  be  taken  by  his  own  regiment  of  foot  which  was 
upon  guard  *.  There  was  a  large  ditch  full  of  water  in  the 
way  to  it ,  fo  that  fome  foldiers  were  drown’d,  for  we 
did  not  fill  it  up  till  we  had  made  a  lodgment :  we  might 
lofe  about  a  hundred  foldiers,  and  had  near  five  and  twenty 
Officers  kill’d  or  wounded.  The  befieged  who  laid  the 
ft  refs  of  their  defence  there,  made  a  very  obftinate  re- 
fiftance,  and  it  was  one  of  the  fharpeft  and  raort  difficult 
addons  that  has  been  feen  in  any  fiege.  This  prefs’d  the 
enemy  fo  hard,  that  the  guard  which  followed  having 
hkewife  carry’d  a  work,  they  defired  to  capitulate,  fee¬ 
ing  the  whole  cavalry  of  the  Army  bringing  fafeines  to 
fill  the  ditch  of  the  place.  M.  de  Turenne  having  fpoke 
to  thehoftagesat  the  head  of  the  works,  prefs’d  fo  warm¬ 
ly  the  furrender,  that  in  an  hour’s  time  we  were  ma¬ 
ilers  of  one  gate.  He  commanded,  that  inftant,  four 
or  five  thoufand  horfe  to  march  away  to  Ardres  and  pafs 
clofe  by  the  gates  of  Aire,  to  the  end  that  the  garrifon  of 
this  latter  place  might  fire  their  cannon  :  the  enemy’s  Ar¬ 
my  which  was  before  Ardres  perceiv’d  thereby  that  S.  Ve- 
nant  was  taken,  and  fo  gave  over  the  fiege.  And  this  was 
what  actually  faved  the  place  j  for  the  enemy  knowing 
that  nothing  but  die  out-works  were  in  any  condition  of 
defence,  committed  one  great  fault,  which  was,  not  to 
carry  them  the  firft  night  they  came  before  it :  but  hav¬ 
ing  attack’d  them  the  fecond,  and  not  finding  any  body 
to  defend  them,  they  went  down  the  fame  night  into  the 
ditch  by  three  feveral  places,  the  defeent  not  being  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  fet  on  miners  to  a  curtin  and  a  baftion  :  it 
was  this  very  night  that  they  heard  the  cannon  from 
Aire,  and  fummon’d  the  place  feveral  times,  and  they  had 

*  Here  the  Vifcount  paftes  over  in  filence  the  generous  aftion  he  did  in 
caufing  his  plate  to  be  cut  in  pieces  and  diltributed  among  the  foldiers. 
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- .  news  in  the  morning  that  the  King’s  whole  Army  was 

-  marching  to  Ardres ;  thus  they  believed  the  van-guard  to 
be  the  Army  it  felf,  took  the  alarm,  and  retir’d  into  Flan¬ 
ders  about  eleven  o’clock  the  fame  morning  :  the  j  left 
dome  miners  bufy  at  the  baftion,  and  fome  few  of  their 
infantry  which  they  could  not  withdraw  from  their  polls 
in  the  day.  ’Tis  certain  Ardres  might  have  been  taken, 
there  not  being  two  hundred  men  in  the  place,  had  it 
been  befieged  according  to  the  rules. 

M.  deTurenne  having  march’d  that  day  feven  leagues 
with  the  Army,  had  an  account  brought  him  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  that  the  enemy  was  retir’d  into  Flanders.  After 
three  days  refrefhment,  he  return’d  by  St.Venant,  crofs’d 
the  Lys,  and  took  la  Motte  au  Bois,  a  caftle  which  very 
much  annoy’d  S.  Venant,  and  order’d  it  to  be  razed: 
knowing  that  the  enemy’s  Army  was  near  the  Colme, 
but  uncertain  whether  they  had  pafs’d  it,  and  hoping  to 
meet  with  part  of  it  on  this  fide,  he  left  his  baggage  in 
the  camp,  with  orders  to  march  to  Caffel,  and  flay  there: 
and  he  with  the  Army  went  in  one  day  from  Merville  to 
la  Berge :  the  weather  was  fo  bad,  that  but  part  of  the 
van  could  get  thither,  and  that  in  no  great  order.  We 
were  inform’d  by  prifoners,  that  the  enemy’s  whole  Army 
was  beyond  the  river,  and  we  went  and  obferv’d  their 
pollute  next  day  :  We  faw  them  almoll  completely  en¬ 
trench’d  •  and  the  opportunity  of  undertaking  any  thing, 
being  over,  the  Army  went  to  Wate,  where  M.  deTu¬ 
renne  hearing  that  the  enemy  were  quitting  the  poll  of 
Bourbourg,  and  had  kept  the  fort  of  Rupt,  he  hinder’d 
them  by  his  diligence  from  cutting  the  banks,  refolved 
to  crols  the  Colme,  and  befiege  Mardyke.  He  fent  the 
Sieur  Talon  to  London,  to  propofe  it  to  the  Protestor, 
having  always  had  orders  from  the  Court  to  draw  down 
to  the  fea-fide  whenever  it  could  be  done,  and  well  know¬ 
ing  that  the  intention  was  to  execute  the  treaty  made  at 
the  commencement  of  the  campaign.  As  there  is  no  act¬ 
ing  but  according  as  an  enemy  gives  occafion,  M.  de 
Turenne  thought  he  ought  not  to  neglect  this,  tho’  the 
feafon  was  very  far  fpent,  in  order  to  make  a  beginning 
of  conquells  in  Flanders. 

The  month  of  September  was  almoll  elaps’d,  when 
M.  Talon  went  over  into  England.  We  took  however 
the  Fort  of  Hennuin,  which  was  an  inlett,  and  we  pre¬ 
pared 
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going  upon  a  liege.  The  Army  continued  nine  or  ten . - 

days  at  Wate,  during  which  fpace  there  happened  nothing 
of  moment.  Our  tarrying  thus  long  made  die  enemy 
imagine  that  we  had  no  thoughts  of  proceeding  farther  • 
fo  that  they  had  at  firft  refolv’d  to  blow  up  the  Fort  of 
Mardyke,  and  had  begun  to  dig  mines  under  the  baftions  j 
but  afterwards  flattering  themfelves  that  the  inconvenien- 
cies  of  the  feafon  and  the  difficulty  of  the  roads  would 
hinder  our  befieging  the  place,  they  drew  off  their  work¬ 
men,  and  put  a  garrifon  into  it.  M.  de  Turenne,  who 
could  befiege  neither  Gravelin  nor  Dunkirk  in  an  advanc¬ 
ed  feafon,  the  former,  becaufe  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
place,  and  the  latter,  becaufe  the  enemy  was  incamp’d 
under  its  walls,  refolv’d  to  go  to  Mardyke,  without  hav¬ 
ing  any  politive  account  of  what  were  the  Proteffor’s 
thoughts:  he  knew  that  the  Engliih  Fleet  was  in  the  road, 
and  chofe  rather  to  begin  a  thing,  tho’  of  very  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  than  to  put  an  end  to  the  campagne  without  do¬ 
ing  fomething  more.  So,  fending  away  his  baggage  to 
Calais,  with  five  or  fix  regiments  of  horfe,  he  marched  to 
Mardyke.  The  whole  Army  were,  of  necefiity,  to  march 
upon  a  dyke,  and  advance  into  a  Country  where  there 
was  no  retreating  but  by  the  fame  way  they  went.  We 
order’d  all  the  cavalry  to  carry  palifades,  and  the  infantry 
fafcines,  there  being  no  woods  about  Mardyke,  which  is 
fo  near  Dunkirk,  where  the  enemy’s  Army  was,  that  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  begin  the  fence  of  palifades 
the  moment  we  got  thither. 

The  enemy  had  in  the  place  fix  or  feven  hundred 
men,  being  three  Italian  regiments,  and  feme  Spani¬ 
ards  and  Walloons.  We  were  two  days  e’er  the  Ships 
could  enter  the  Bafon,  becaufe  of  the  wind,  and  all  that 
time  we  faw  boats  palling  from  Dunkirk  to  Mardyke, 
which  render’d  the  fiege  very  difficult }  befides,  the  want 
of  forage  ffiew’d  that  the  Army  could  not  continue  there 
long.  M.  de  Turenne  was  a  whole  day  in  doubt,  whe¬ 
ther  he  ffiould  begin  the  fiege  j  but  M.  deCaftelnau  hav¬ 
ing  determin’d  him  to  it,  we  refolved  to  open  the  trenches 
and  to  bring  up  cannon  to  batter  the  wooden  fort  j  fee¬ 
ing  the  enemy  were  going  to  abandon  it,  fome  cavalry 
haiten’d  with  all  difpatch  along  the  fea-ffiore,  and  got 
between  the  two  forts.  Having  by  this  means  cut  off 
1  their 
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An.  1657.  their  communication  by  Tea,  we  with  more  pleafure  pur- 

.  —  fil’d  the  refolution  we  had  taken  to  open  the  trenches- 

which  was  done  that  night,  and  the  guards  mounted  them, 
and  we  drew  very  near  the  Counterfcarp.  Next  day  we 
made  a  general  attack  on  it,  and  carried  it  on  all  fides  ; 
and  making  a  lodgment  we  began  without  lofing  time, 
to  pierce  it,  in  order  to  defcend  into  the  ditch  of  the 
place.  In  the  morning,  as  we  were  throwing  fafcines  in¬ 
to  it  to  fill  it  up,  the  enemy  defired  to  capitulate;  and 
not  being  admitted  to  furrender  but  as  prifoners  of  war, 
after  having  two  or  three  times  in  five  or  fix  hours  broke 
the  truce,  they  accepted  the  capitulation,  and  came  out 
next  morning,  all  prifoners  of  war,  except  the  Governor 
and  one  Spanifh  Captain,  who  came  as  an  hoftage,  whom 
M.  de  Turenne  difinifs’d.  We  only  let  fome  Officers 
go  to  Dunkirk,  to  follicit  the  liberty  of  the  reft,  who  were 
fent  into  France,  anddifpers’d  up  and  down  in  the  towns. 

After  the  taking  of  Mardyke,  the  keeping  it  was  much 
more  difficult  than  the  conqueft  of  it  had  been  :  becaufe 
M.  de  Turenne  had  chofe  rather  to  pafs  by  many  confidera- 
tions,  and  undertake  fomething,  than  conclude  the  cam¬ 
paign  without  doing  any  thing.  As  he  had  marched  to 
the  fiege  of  Mardyke  without  having  any  pofitive  anfwer 
from  the  Protector,  whether  he  would  do  what  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  keeping  it,  the  place  being  taken,  there  arofe 
a  world  of  difficulties  in  coming  to  a  determination. 
The  Embaffador  of  England,  who  was  at  Court,  arrived 
in  this  interval,  with  orders  to  M.  de  Turenne,  to  do  all 
that  was  poftible  to  befiege  Dunkirk  or  Gravelin  :  tho’ 
both  the  one  and  the  other  was  impracticable,  yet  the 
Cardinal  was  very  defirous  to  pleafe  the  Protestor,  by  pro- 
pofing  it.  The  enemy’s  Army,  being  encamp’d  under  Dun¬ 
kirk,  made  us  drop  all  thoughts  of  that  fiege.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  once  relolv’d  to  remain  fome  days  in  the  camp,  to 
fortify  Mardyke ;  but  the  want  of  forage,  and  the  time  it 
requir’d  to  put  into  a  proper  condition  a  place  deftitute 
of  every  thing,  made  him  likewife  think  of  razing  it ; 
but  this  courfe,  tho’  the  fafeft,  would  have  had  fuch  bad 
confequences,  becaufe  of  the  alliance  with  the  Englifh, 
that  he  could  not  refolve  on  it.  He  found  himfelf  in 
the  cafe  of  thofe  who  of  two  evils  chufe  the  leaft.  I 
forgot  to  mention  that  M.  de  Schomberg  was  left  at 
Bourbourg  with  about  two  thoufand  men,  to  keep  the 

paffage. 
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pafTage,  and  preferve  that  place,  which  was  wholly  le- An.  1657. 
veiled  with  the  ground  ;  but  it  was  as  difficult  a  thing  to  — — — — 
put  it  in  a  tenable  condition  as  Mardyke.  M.  de  Tu- 
renne  was  of  opinion  that  if  he  drew  near  Gravelin,  he 
might  poffibly  find  means  to  invert  it,  and  fb  fpend  the 
whole  winter  there,  and  by  that  means  preferve  Mardyke 
and  Bourbourg  ^  but  this  thought  had  no  good  foundati¬ 
on,  nor  was  there  in  this  whole  matter  any  fure  prin¬ 
ciples,  on  which  we  could  form  a  refolution.  It  happen¬ 
ed  likewife  to  rain  very  hard  the  night  and  day  that  the 
Army  decamp’d,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to  ftay  near 
Gravelin ;  the  Army  therefore  went  back  beyond  Bour¬ 
bourg,  where  the  roads  were  become  fo  bad  that  we 
were  forc’d  to  leave  the  cannon.  The  whole  Army, 
efpecially  the  infantry  ,  entirely  difpers’d  themfelves  to 
go  and  look  out  for  places  where  there  was  wood  to 
warm  themfelves,  after  having  been  three  days  on  the 
dykes  fuffering  inconveniencies  impoffible  to  be  exprefs’d. 

No  body  at  that  time  was  willing  to  ftay  at  Bourbourg  j 
and  had  it  not  been  for  M.  de  Schomberg  who  continu¬ 
ed  there,  it  is  certain  the  place  muft  have  been  aban¬ 
don’d.  M.  de  Varenne  had  been  wounded  at  Mardyke. 

M.  de  Turenne  feeing  there  was  no  ftriving  again  ft 
bad  weather,  left  near  two  thoufand  men  at  Bourbourg, 
feven  or  eight  hundred  Englifh  at  Mardyke,  and  march’d 
to  Ruminghen,  the  neareft  place  where  there  was  firm 
ground  to  incamp  on,  and  refolv’d  to  make  roads  for  car¬ 
rying  the  provilions  from  thence  to  Bourbourg,  hoping 
that  the  Army  lying  there  might  hinder  the  enemy  from 
befieging  Mardyke  :  however  he  himfelf  doubted  the 
fuccefs,  and  no  body  thought  the  thing  feafible ,  in¬ 
deed,  the  cnterprize  was  difficult  :  it  was  in  October : 
Bourbourg  had  been  razed,  and  wanted  every  thing  ■  the 
canals  abfolutely  requir’d  to  be  put  into  a  condition  for 
going  from  Calais  to  the  river  Aa,  and  both  forts  and 
bridges  were  indifpenfably  neceffary  ■  laftly,  foldiers  were 
to  be  fent  for  from  the  camp  at  Ruminghen  three  long 
leagues  from  Bourbourg,  to  carry  on  all  thefe  works,  and 
no  wood  or  covert  in  any  one  place.  The  long  abode  of 
the  Army  in  this  camp,  which  lafted  near  fix  weeks,  fa¬ 
cilitated  the  effecting  all  thefe  works.  Jaquier,  Ammu- 
nitioner-General,  undertook  to  make  the  canals  naviga¬ 
ble,  and  accomplifh’d  it,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  good 

number 
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An.  1657.  number  of  hands  from  Calais.  M.  de  Caftelnau  and  the 

- - -  Marquis  d’Uxelles  undertook  each  a  fort  on  the  river  Aa^ 

which  they  put  into  condition,  with  bridges  on  the  river  j 
and  M.  de  Schomberg  was  as  bufy  at  his  place. 

The  enemy  hill  flattering  themfelves  that  the  Army 
would  retire,  made  no  attack  on  Mardyke.  The  Em- 
baffador  of  England  was  under  great  concern  about  the 
place,  and  at  a  lofs  whether  or  no  he  fhould  demand  to 
have  it  abandon’d-  he  had  earneftly  wifli'd,  that  the 
King's  Army  would  return  to  Mardyke  and  fortify  it  : 
but  he  faw  very  plainly  the  impoffibility  of  that ;  how¬ 
ever  he  had  a  great  mind  to  be  freed  from  the  care  of 
keeping  it.  M.  deTurenne  feeing  the  place  neglected  by 
the  enemy,  had  propos’d  to  fend  Miners  thither,  to  blow 
up  the  baftions  j  but  the  Embaflfador  of  England  hav¬ 
ing  reprefented  that  fuch  a  ftep  would  convince  the  Pro¬ 
testor  that  we  had  no  mind  to  purfue  the  treaty,  M.  de 
Turenne  refolv’d,  rather  to  run  the  rifqueot  the  place’s 
being  taken  by  the  enemy,  than  incur  a  certain  mif-un- 
derftanding  with  the  Englifh  :  fo,  he  fent  two  or  three 
hundred  French  to  poft  themfelves  on  the  Counterfcarp, 
which  had  continued  near  a  month  in  fuch  a  condition, 
that  the  enemy  might  have  carry’d  it  in  fix  hours. 

Some  days  after  the  French  had  enter’d  the  place,  the 
enemy  acted  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  could  not  be  well  ac¬ 
counted  for,  unlefs  they  had  fome  private  correfpon- 
dence  with  thofe  within.  They  did  not  level  the  lower 
fort,  as  they  might  have  done  j  and  continued  all  night 
very  near  the  Counterfcarp  without  once  attacking  it, 
and  then  drew  off  with  the  lofs  oi  fome  men.  This 
fail’d  not  to  animate  the  befieged  a  good  deal  j  and,  in 
England,  they  were  encouraged  again  to  endeavour  the 
keeping  of  the  place.  M.  deTurenne  fent  fome  infan¬ 
try  into  it  -  and  fome  palifades  came  from  London,  with 
which  they  fell  to  work  on  the  lower  fort. 

Towards  the  end  of  November,  the  King’s  Army  was 
oblig’d  to  retire  from  Ruminghen  •  and  that  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  which  had  been  all  along  encamp’d  behind  Dun¬ 
kirk,  retired  likewife  into  their  own  Country,  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  able  to  undertake  any  thing.  The  Prince  fal¬ 
ling  fick,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  carry’d  to  Ghent,  where 
he  was  in  fome  danger  •  but  recovering  from  his  indifpo- 
fition,  they  conveyed  him  to  Bruffeis.  A?  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne 
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rcrme  was  drawing  off  his  Army  towards  the  Boulenois,  An.  1657. 
he  had  notice  given  him  from  the  Cardinal,  who  had 
very  good  intelligence  in  Flanders,  that  the  enemy  ftill 
defigned  to  attack  Mardyke,  in  the  winter-time,  when 
the  King’s  Army  could  not  relieve  the  place  }  where¬ 
fore  he  fent  thither  a  reinforcement  of  French  infantry  j 
and  the  regiments  being  now  almoft  without  foldiers 
(there  having  been  a  defertion,  on  account  of  their  hav¬ 
ing  received  no  pay  all  the  campaign  j  which  had  never 
happen’d  before,  fince  the  war  began)  we  were  forced  to 
detach  fome  Officers  of  each  corpsy  without  foldiers, 
which  likewife  had  never  been  done  before  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  the  King  fent  thither  all  his  musketeers,  with  the 
Cardinal’s  companies  of  gendarmes  and  light-horfe,  as 
alfo  his  guards.  When  M.  deTurenne  return’d  with 
the  Army  to  the  frontier,  Marffial  d’Aumont,  who  was 
at  his  government  in  the  Boulenois,  had  orders  to  go  to 
Mardyke,  where  he  continued  till  January  was  almoft  at 
an  end. 

The  enemy  obfervingall  thefe  precautions,  attempted  /\n-  ,6^3. 
nothing,  but  fatisfy’d  themfelves  with  wintering  almoft  - 

their  whole  Army  in  Flanders,  as  well  not  to  lofe  time 
in  attacking  the  before-named  place,  even  though  they 
ffiould  have  an  opportunity,  as  to  be  near  at  hand  to 
oppofe  the  attacking  any  towns  in  Flanders,  in  cafe 
the  King,  favour’d  by  the  Engliffi,  fhould  attempt  fuch 
a  thing.  His  Army  continued  till  the  beginning  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  on  the  frontiers,  after  which  they  were  difpos’d  of 
as  ufual  into  their  quarters  in  divers  Provinces  of  France. 

The  Prince  who  had  been  in  fome  danger  at  Bruflels, 
began  to  recover  his  health  •  and  the  enemy’s  Generals 
met  together  there,  having  left  their  frontiers  on  the  fide 
of  Flanders,  much  ftronger  garrifon’d  than  ufual. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  the  Governor  of  Hedui 
dying,  that  government  was  given  to  M.  de  Moret.  The 
Major  (Defargues)  being  then  at  Paris,  came  immediate¬ 
ly  to  wait  on  him  and  receive  his  commands,  and  af¬ 
terwards  went  his  way  without  being  fufpected  into  the 
place.  M.  de  Moret  went  thither  fome  few  days  after, 
and  was  refufed  admittance.  It  was  found  out  that  that 
Major  had  long  before  gain’d  an  abfolute  afcendant 
over  the  minds  of  part  of  the  Officers  ;  and  feeing  the 
Governor  to  be  an  unhealthy  man,  had  conceiv’d  thoughts 

of 
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An.  1658-  of  feizing  the  place  and  making  himfelf  matter  of  it.  The 

•— - -  Marlhal  d’Hocquincourt,  who  had  been  a  long  time  a 

mal-content  in  Picardy,  being  a  man  who  was  very  apt 
to  take  hafty  refolutions,  went  away  to  Hedin,  knowing 
the  intentions  of  Defargues,  Major  of  the  place  before- 
mention’d,  ftaid  fome  time  therein  but  without  having 
any  power,  and  from  thence  went  and  waited  on  the 
Prince  in  Flanders.  Thofe  of  Hedin  having  no  fecurity 
for  any  peace  that  could  be  made  between  them  and  the 
Cardinal,  after  what  they  had  done,  enter’d  into  treaty 
with  the  Prince  and  the  Spaniards  who  fent  them  troops, 
which  they  did  not  receive  into  the  town,  but  put  them 
for  a  time  into  a  camp  very  near  j  and,  after  abundance 
of  goings  and  comings  in  negotiating  at  Bruffels,  they 
infenfibly  admitted  them  into  their  fuburbs  :  they  were  in 
treaty  during  all  that  time  with  the  Court  •  but  it  was 
plainly  feen  it  was  to  gain  time,  and  to  flacken  the  defire 
we  had  to  attack  them  forthwith. 

The  King’s  Army  not  being  yet  in  a  condition  to  take 
the  field,  the  Cardinal  faw  that  this  negotiation  could 
do  no  manner  of  hurt.  The  time  came  for  the  King’s 
Troops  to  leave  their  quarters,  and  the  King  went  to 
Amiens  with  the  Queen.  By  a  Clerk  of  M.  le  Tellier’s, 
one  Carlier  by  name,  who  had  been  often  at  Hedin,  we 
receiv’d  news,  which  gave  lefs  hopes  than  ever  that  the 
town  would  make  its  peace  with  the  King.  This  novelty 
began  to  rouz.e  many  people  in  France,  where  naturally 
there  are  always  mal-contents :  befides,  the  long  war 
and  dearth  in  all  the  Provinces,  through  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  heavy  impofts  and  taxations,  gave  the  people 
fome  caufe  to  wifh  for  a  change  in  the  Miniftry  •  and 
they  wifh’d  it  with  fo  much  ardency,  that  they  confider’d 
not  whether  it  would  be  for  their  good  or  their  hurt. 

There  had  been,  before,  fome  meetings  of  the  No- 
blejfe  in  feveral  Provinces,  with  fome  Gentlemen  at  their 
head,  and  efpecially  in  Normandy.  Though  Madam  de 
Longueville  was  fo  entirely  taken  up  with  devotion  that 
lhe  concern’d  herfelf  with  no  cabal  whatfoever,  yet  had 
fhe  fo  great  an  attendant  over  the  people  there,  that  lhe 
made  them  lean  to  that  fide  to  which,  fhe  did  not  difown, 
her  inclination  fway’d  her,  namely,  that  of  her  brother. 
The  feeds  of  the  moft  important  affairs  are  fometimes 
fown  and  ripen’d  in  a  cell  as. well  as  a  court,  in  a  retire 
*  ,  ed  ftate  of  life  as  in  the  great  world.  Things 


Vifcount  de  TURENNE.  i7g 

Things  were  in  this  defperate  condition,  when  the  An.  1658. 
Court  came  to  Amiens,  where  the  King  remained  fome  ■  — 
days,  and  part  of  the  Army  was  aflembled  there.  And 
now  was  made  that  enterprise  upon  Oftend,  wherein 
Marfhal  d’Aumont,  who  had  been  during  the  winter 
fome  time  in  Mardyke,  engaged  himfelf,/on  the  word 
of  fome  people  of  the  common  fort,  who  were  grolly 
deceived  by  thofe  of  Offend,  who  having  adted  a  farce  in 
the  town,  made  as  if  they  feiz’d  their  governor,  cried 
aloud,  Vive  le  Roy  in  the  flreets,  and  threw  out  a  deal  of 
abufive  language  againft  the  Spaniards :  thefe  credulous 
people  went  to  Marfhal  d’Aumont, as  he  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
road  with  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  having  af- 
fured  him  that  he  was  mailer  of  the  place,  if  he  would 
come  ilrait  away,  he  v/ithout  taking  any  hoilage,  landed 
on  the  bridge  with  part  of  his  people :  the  Spaniards, 
who  lay  conceal’d  in  the  cellars,  rufh’d  out,  and  fhutting 
up  the  haven,  took  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  together 
with  Marfhal  d’Aumont;  but  the  reft,  who  had  not  en¬ 
tered,  retired  in  their  fhips. 

The  mifearriage  of  this  attempt  upon  Offend,  and  the 
affair  of  Hedin  abovementioned,  made  the  Prince  con¬ 
ceive  great  hopes,  and  occafioned  the  Campaign  to  begin 
with  very  bad  appearances  on  our  fide.  The  Court  itfelf, 
which  was  at  that  time  with  the  Army,  fpoke  as  ill  or 
worfe  of  the  flate  of  affairs  than  other  people,  at  leafl  mofl 
of  the  courtiers  did  fo.  Tho’  the  major  part  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Army  were  not  yet  come,  the  Kang  approached 
Hedin  with  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men.  Thofe  within 
having  fome  Spanifh  troops  incamped  in  the  out-works, 
fallied  forth  to  skirmifh,  and  fired  the  cannon  upon  the 
King  himfelf,  who  had  advanced  pretty  near ;  infomuch, 
that  after  this  fo  open  a  declaration,  all  thoughts  of  treat¬ 
ing  with  Hedin  were  laid  afide ;  and  a  refolution  taken  to 
deal  with  it  as  a  place  of  the  enemy’s. 

During  the  winter,  the  Cardinal  had  treated  with  the 
Ambaflador  of  England,  who  had  been  extremely  urgent 
for  an  expedition  againft  Dunkirk,  and  articles  were  fign’d ; 
whereby  it  was  concluded,  that  Dunkirk  fhould  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh ;  that  they  fhould  furnifh 
fix  thoufand  foot,  and  keep  the  fea  with  a  naval  force. 

The  treaty  was  but  for  a  year,  during  which  they  were 
to  continue  the  fame  fuccour  by  land,  alfift  alfo  by  fea  in 

befieging 
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An.  iQ'hbefieging  Gravelin  which  was  to  remain  to  the  King, 

■— — —  and  to  lay  no  claim  to  any  other  place  but  Dunkirk  only. 

The  Cardinal  was  defirous  to  have  us  march  into  Flan¬ 
ders  ;  and  Ivlarihal  de  Turenne,  without  knowing  whe¬ 
ther  Dunkirk  could  be  befieged,  or  whether  we  fhould 
flop  at  Bergues,  was  likewife  defirous  honeftly  to  let  the 
English  fee  we  did  our  beft  to  execute  the  treaty.  The 
King,  who  was  incamped  within  a  fhort  league  of  Hedin, 
went  and  rejoin’d  the  Queen  at  Montreuil,  in  order  to 
return  together  to  Calais,  with  two  or  three  thoufand 
men  commanded  by  M.  de  Caftelnau }  while  Mar- 
fhal  de  Turenne  with  feven  or  eight  thoufand  men,  took 
the  route  to  S.  Venant,  there  to  crofs  the  Lys,  and  af¬ 
terwards  march  to  Bergues  and  Dunkirk. 

At  his  arrival  near  Betbune,  he  learned  from  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Crequi,  who  was  governor  of  it,  that  there  were 
two  or  three  regiments  of  the  enemy  in  Caffel,  five  leagues 
from  St.  Venant  on  the  way  to  Bergues  j  he  gave  him 
feven  or  eight  hundred  horfe,  and  fome  detach’d  muske¬ 
teers,  with  which  advancing,  he  took,  in  Caffel,  two  re¬ 
giments  of  Irilh  foot,  amounting  to  between  two  and  three 
hundred  men.  M.  de  Turenne  arriv’d  there  foon  after 
with  his  van,  and  becaufe  of  the  badnefs  of  the  roads, 
he  Raid  there  a  day  for  his  baggage  j  and  had  he  follow¬ 
ed  the  advice  of  thofe  of  the  Country,  he  had  taken  none 
with  him,  nor  cannon  neither,  by  reafon  of  the  difficul¬ 
ty  he  muff  meet  with  on  the  roads,  which  were  become 
worfe  than  ufual  thro’  the  exceflive  bad  weather  and  long 
continuance  of  the  winter.  In  May,  M.  de  Turenne 
feeing  that  difpatch  was  very  neceffary,  and  learning  by 
the  prifoners  that  the  enemy’s  Army  was  not  got  toge¬ 
ther,  he  caus’d  his  baggage  to  follow  all  night  long,  and 
ordering  the  roads  to  be  mended,  advanced  to  the 
Colme,  and  leaving  Bergues  on  the  left  hand,  march’d 
thro’  a  Country  full  of  water  towards  a  fmall  redoubt 
where  the  enemy  had  put  thirty  men  and  a  Captain. 
We  made  a  paflage  over  the  river,  and  having  found 
fome  piles,  over  which  we  laid  planks,  we  brought 
thither  fome  horfes,  leading  them  by  the  bridle  :  which 
being  obferv’d  by  thofe  within  the  redoubt,  as  likewife 
that  we  were  advancing  that  way  with  fifty  or  fixty  muf- 
keteers,  they  furrendred.  This  was  the  only  paffage  we 
could  make  ufe  of,  becaufe  the  Country  was  overflow’d 
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between  Furnes  and  Bergues,  from  whence  to  Dunkirk  An.  1658. 
we  faw  nothing  but  water,  and  M.  deTurenne  had  much  '  _l 

ado  to  get  back  to  his  quarters,  which  were  a  league  off- 
having  left  M.  de  Bellefons,  Lieutenant  General,  with 
fome  infantry,  to  take  a  view  of  the  roads  from  thence 
to  Dunkirk. 

There  was  not  a  man  all  thereabouts  that  faid  there 
Was  any  road ;  and  M. deTurenne  having  fent  that  even-1 
ing  M.  de  Varenne  along  the  Colme,  he  left  Bergues  on 
the  right,  to  fee  if  he  could  any  how  have  a  communi¬ 
cation  that  way  with  Mardyke,  where  M.  de  Caftelnau 
Was.  Varenne  brought  word  that  there  was  no  paffing 
for  the  waters.  The  whole  night  was  fpent,  and  not  the 
leaf!:  appearance  of  a  poflibility  of  getting  to  Dunkirk. 

In  the  morning,  M.  de  Beilefons  fent  word  that  the  ene¬ 
my  had  quitted  another  redoubt  near  Bergues,  and  that 
there  was  a  dyke  by  which  he  believ’d  they  might  get  to 
the  forts  between  Bergues  and  Dunkirk.  The  enemy,  af¬ 
ter  the  taking  of  Mardyke,  had,  on  the  dyke  from  Bergues 
to  Dunkirk,  wrought  at  two  great  forts  which  were 
at  fuch  a  proper  diftance,  that  it  is  certain,  had  they  been 
in  a  ftate  of  defence,  neither  Bergues  nor  Dunkirk  could 
have  been  befieged,  without  firft  taking  thofe  forts,  each 
of  them  being  but  a  cannon- fhot  from  the  other,  and  at 
the  fame  diftance  each  from  thofe  two  towns.  W e  had  no 
exadt  information  of  the  condition  they  were  in  ;  fo  that 
they  always  appear’d  the  greateft  obftacle  to  the  fiege  of 
Dunkirk :  but,  as  I  have  faid,  the  refolution  was  taken 
to  do  every  thing  neceflary  to  an  ingenuous  execution  of 
our  treaty  with  the  Englifh. 

M. deTurenne  went  early  in  the  morning  with  the 
whole  Army  to  that  redoubt  which  had  been  taken  the 
evening  before  j  and  cauling  the  bridge  over  the  Colme 
to  be  put  in  order,  we  advanc’d  to  the  above-mention’d 
forts.  The  prifoners  taken  at  the  redoubt  had  reported 
that  one  of  them  was  in  a  condition  of  defence,  and  the 
other  not.  After  we  had  filled  up  a  great  many  ditches, 
the  enemy  feeing  the  Army  advance  between  Bergues  and 
Dunkirk,  began  to  abandon  the  forts  and  the  dyke.  M. 
de  Caftelnau  arriving  with  the  three  thoufand  men  who 
had  fet  out  with  the  King,  and  three  thoufand  Englifli, 
which  forces  had  the  day  before  been  within  cannon-fhot 
of  the  enemy,  the  latter  fent  out  two  battalions  from 
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An.  1658  Dunkirk,  and- about  fix  or  feven  hundred  horfe  to  defend 
•  the  canal  and  the  two  forts. 

The  Army  approach’d  with  much  difficulty  between 
Bergues  and  Dunkirk,  and  the  enemy  being  taken  in  the 
rear,  and  their  forts  being  in  no  {fate  of  defence,  they 
retired  to  Bergues  and  Dunkirk,  but  the  greateft  part  to 
the  latter.  M.  deTurenne  having  march’d  but  with  few 
men  on  the  before-mention’d  dyke,  fent  away  immediately 
one  of  his  people  who  could  fwim  well,  to  give  an  account 
of  his  paflage  to  M.  de  Caftelnau,  who  repaired  to  him  in- 
ifantly  ^  and  as  it  was  neceffary  to  come  to  an  immediate 
refolution  either  to  befiege  Bergues  or  Dunkirk,  the  firft  of 
which  was  very  eafy,  and  the  other  very  difficult,  M.  de 
Turenne  being  of  opinion  that  if  we  loft  the  prefent 
moment,  we  fliould  never  have  another  opportunity,  re- 
folved,  notwithftanding  all  the  difficulties,  to  go  to  Dun¬ 
kirk.  We  could  not  do  it  that  day,  becaufe  of  the  wa¬ 
ters  and  canals  •  but  having  wrought  hard  on  the  feveral 
bridges  over  the  Colme,  the  canal  from  Honfcote  to  Dun¬ 
kirk,  and  that  of  Furnes  to  the  fame  town,  we  were 
next  day  at  two  o’  clock  in  the  afternoon  near  the 
Downs  [fand-hills  about  Dunkirk.] 

Ail  the  enemy’s  troops  which  were  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  threw  themfelves  into  the  place,  fo  that  there  was 
in  it  about  two  thoufand  two  hundred  foot,  and  feven 
or  eight  hundred  horfe.  The  Marquis  de  Lede  had  like- 
wife  enter’d  the  day  before  the  Army  got  there.  The 
Prince  and  Don  John  were  ftill  at  Bruffels,  fully  per- 
fuaded  the  enterprize  was  abfolutely  impracticable,  fince 
We  had  neither  Bergues,  Furnes,  nor  Gravelin,  of  which 
the  firft  was  not  above  the  diftance  of  an  hour’s  march, 
the  other  three  hours,  and  the  laft  four,  and  the  feafon 
not  affording  any  grafs  for  the  horfes.  We  began  that  very 
evening  to  take  our  quarters  •  and  during  the  firft  five  or 
fix  days,  if  any  one  of  the  enemy’s  General  Officers,  with 
but  a  few  troops,  had  polled  himfelf  at  Fumes  or 
Bergues,  we  could  hardly  have  made  the  communications 
before  a  great  many  troops  had  enter’d  the  town  ;  but  the 
enemy  believing  at  firft  that  we  would  lay  fiege  to  Bergues, 
and  afterwards  hearing  of  the  fiege  of  Dunkirk,  fent 
only  two  or  three  regiments  under  wretched  Officers,  who 
tho’  they  had  orders  to  enter  the  town,  ftaid  at  Bergues, 
3{id  fent  word  that  it  was  impoffible  to  execute  what 

they 
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they  were  commanded.  The  Spaniards  now  refolved  to  An.  1658. 
ailemble  their  Army  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  and  come  ■  ■ 

and  relieve  the  place. 

The  firft  days  of  the  fiege  we  fuffer’d  very  great  hard- 
fhips  from  the  fituation  of  the  camp,  on  account  of  the 
communications,  the  want  of  wood  for  the  foldiers,  and 
of  forage  for  the  horfes.  As  we  had  nothing  but  the 
fea,  it  was  impoffible  to  get  the  necefTary  affiftances  from 
thence  becaufe  of  the  difficulty  of  debarkations  •  and  in¬ 
deed  the  Englifh,  except  fome  cannon  and  five  thoufand 
foot  who  behav’d  very  well,  brought  very  few  conveni¬ 
ences  to  the  fiege.  The  King  who  was  at  Calais,  as  foon 
as  he  knew  we  were  before  Dunkirk,  was  fo  urgent  with 
the  Cardinal  that  they  came  together  to  the  old  fort  of 
Mardyke  three  days  after  we  were  got  before  Dunkirk, 
where  the  Army  fettled  their  quarters.  M.  deTurenne 
fixed  his  on  the  Downs  near  the  ftrand,  and  kept  with  him 
a  good  part  of  the  troops  who  extended  themfelves  from 
the  fea  to  the  canal  of  Furnes,  where  he  polled  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot.  He  afterwards  put  fome  Lorrain  regiments, 
and  a  regiment  of  infantry  into  the  great  fort  between 
Bergues  and  Dunkirk,  with  fome  few  cavalry,  and  a  corps 
of  troops  on  the  fide  of  the  fea,  by  which  the  enemy  could 
come. 

M.  de  Callelnau  continu’d  on  the  other  fide  of  the  canal 
of  Bergues  with  the  troops  he  had  brought  with  him  and 
the  Englifh.  There  were  extreme  difficulties  in  making  the 
bridges  of  communication :  the  enemy  fometimes  fallied 
out  of  the  town  with  feven  or  eight  fquadrons ;  but  as  no 
trench  was  open’d,  we  were  not  near  enough  to  them  to 
be  able  to  undertake  any  thing. 

We  were  hard  put  to’t  thefe  firft  days,  but  then  there 
began  to  come  to  the  camp  fome  barks  with  provifions,  and 
afterwards  oats  for  the  cavalry  which  were  on  the  fide  of 
the  Downs.  There  came  likewife  tools  and  fome  palli- 
fades  with  which  we  went  to  work  on  the  circumvallation, 
which  was  never  good  for  any  tiling,  efpecialiy  to-* 
wards  the  Downs.  We  alfo  made  a  llaccado  of  huge 
piles,  fallened  together  with  chains  which  the  Englifh 
Mariners  came  and  fitted,  but  which  could  never  refill: 
the  ftrong  tides,  when  the  wind  blew  hard.  But  every 
night  the  cavalry  kept  guard  on  the  fhore.  We  placed 
large  bomb-chefts  when  the  tide  went  out,  and  re- 
N  2  ~  mov'd 
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An.  1658  mov’d  them  again  with  our  horfes  when  the  Tea  return’d  ; 

— -  - '  fo  that  there  never  was  any  fpace  left  void.  The  Army 

which  was  very  weak  at  the  beginning,  increas’d  by  de¬ 
grees,  thro’  the  continual  coming  of  troops  out  of  France 
to  join  us.  We  thought  proper  to  begin  the  liege,  tho’ 
with  but  a  few  troops,  rather  than  by  waiting  for  more, 
to  give  the  enemy  time  to  get  together  •  which  would 
infallibly  have  broke  the  delign,  it  being  eafy  for  them 
to  fupply  fuch  a  place  as  Dunkirk,  and  it  was  only  by 
undertaking  this  liege  that  France  preferv’d  her  alliance 
with  the  Englifh  but  the  affair  of  Hedin  and  Oftend 
had  thrown  the  enemy  into  a  ftate  of  fecurity.  The  King 
was  feme  days  at  Mardyke,  where  the  Cardinal  gave  or¬ 
ders  for  fupplying  all  the  military  ftores,  and  oats  for  the 
horfe,  and  likewife  caufed  to  be  brought  by  fea  platforms 
and  fafeines.  As  there  was  a  talk,  even  before  the  trenches 
were  opened,  of  the  enemy’s  alfembling,  the  Cardinal 
very  prudently  advifed  the  King  to  go  back  to  Calais, 
there  not  being  any  other  place  where  he  could  continue 
with  fafety,  and  the  fiege  we  were  upon  being  by  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  Country  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  a  retreat 
was  next  to  impollible,  if  a  misfortune  fhould  happen  in 
any  one  quarter  of  the  Army. 

Three  or  four  days  after  the  King  and  Queen,  and  Mon- 
lieur  were  departed,  we  open’d  trenches  on  the  tide  of 
the  Downs,  which  we  made  ufe  of  for  a  place  of  arms. 
The  firft  night  the  enemy  made  a  fally  with  all  their  ca¬ 
valry.  We  had  many  alarms  while  we  were  clapping  on 
our  workmen,  and  the  Englifh,  who  were  not  much  ufed 
to  fieges,  left  their  work,  and  ran  immediately  to  their 
arms.  The  firft  nights  of  a  fiege  not  being  very  dangerous, 
we  hardly  loft  a  man.  We  faw  in  the  morning  all 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  abroad,  and  the  front  of  the  city  on 
that  fide  being  very  large,  the  enemy  had  twenty  pieces  of 
cannon  pointing  to  the  trenches ;  fo  that  till  eleven  or 
twelve  o’  clock,  the  enemy’s  horfe  advancing  by  favour 
of  the  cannon,  look’d  like  troops  in  a  field  of  battle, 
rang’d  one  before  the  other  •  but  as  foon  as  ever  they 
approach’d  the  trenches,  the  King’s  cavalry  repulfed  them 
with  fuch  vigour,  that  in  the  feveral  fallies  which  the 
enemy  made,  they  had  not  the  leaft  advantage ;  and  tho’ 
our  cavalry  fuffer’d  much  lofs  from  the  cannon,  and  from 
the  very  musketry  too,  as  they  drew  near  the  counter- 
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fcarp,  yet  we  always  drove  them  back  to  the  veiy  edge  An.  1658. 
of  it.  •  — — - 

The  Swifs  reliev’d  the  Guards,  and  the  fourth  day  when 
the  regiment  ofPicardy  was  upon  duty,  and  that  of  Pleffis 
at  the  head  of  the  trench,  there  was  fuch  a  high  wind,  we 
could  not  fee  for  the  fand  that  blew  in  our  eyes.  The 
enemy  Tallied  out,  levell’d  the  point  of  the  trench,  and  kil¬ 
led  or  wounded  a  hundred  of  our  men.  The  Englifh  made 
an  approach  on  the  left,  and  the  fifth  or  lixth  night 
we  were  on  the  edges  of  the  firft  pallifades,  which  the 
Englifh  attack’d  very  vigoroufiy ;  but  though  they  went 
boldly  up  to  the  pallifades,  they  knew  not  how  to  lodge 
themfelves  there,  and  always  return’d  into  the  trenches 
with  great  lofs :  we  likewife  attempted  the  fame  three  or 
four  times  on  the  French  fide,  but  without  fuccefs.  A- 
bout  the  fixth  or  feventh  day  from  the  opening  the  tren¬ 
ches,  M.  deTurenne  had  advice  that  the  enemy  were  af- 
fembling,  and  that  the  Prince  and  Don  John  were  coming 
to  Furnes  with  the  Army. 

We  could  do  no  good  on  the  Downs  fide  as  to  the 
circumvallation  ;  and  although  we  took  in  fome  of  the 
foremoft  fand-hills,  yet  we  ftill  faw  others  which  were 
very  troublefome;  and  the  uncertainty  one  is  in  whether 
an  enemy  will  come  on  fuch  a  fide,  always  makes 
things  feem  lefs  dangerous  than  when  we  actually  fee  him 
before  us.  The  befieged  had  made  divers  Tallies  with 
their  cavalry ;  but  were  always  repulfed  with  fo  much  vi¬ 
gour  by  the  King’s  cavalry,  that  they  were  prevented 
from  doing  any  thing  of  confequence ;  but  we  continu¬ 
ally  loft  fome  good  Officers,  and  chiefly  by  their  cannon, 
which  they  continu’d  mafters  of  a  long  time.  All  the 
General  Officers,  that  is  to  fay,  M.  de  Scomberg,  M.  de 
Crequi,  M.  deVarenne,  M.  d’Humieres,  M.deBellefons, 

M.  de  Gadagne,  always  fignalized  themfelves  wherever 
they  appear’d,  and  the  Marquis  de  Crequi  adted  his  part 
excellently  well  at  a  Pally  or  two  of  the  horfe.  The 
Count  de  Guiche,  Meftre  de  Camp  in  the  Guards,  was 
wounded  in  one  of  thefe  actions,  where  he  was  only 
as  a  Volunteer:  the  Count  de  Soiflbns  likewife  had  a  horfe 
killed,  and  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken  prifoner  clofe  by 
the  pallifades  of  the  counterfcarp. 

By  the  eighth  or  ninth  day  from  the  opening  the  trenches. 

When  we  had  taken  fome  advanced  pallifades  on  the  glacis 
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An.  1 65  S  of  the  counterfcarp,  and  had  endeavour’d  at  fome  lodgments, 

= — —  but  without  being  able  to  maintain  them,  we  faw  a  body  of 
cavalry  advancing  along  the  Downs :  we  knew  not  whether 
’twas  the  whole  Army  or  not.  M.  deTurenne  march’d 
with  fome  few  of  his  people  along  by  the  fea.  About 
this  time  they  pufhed  our  Guard  on  the  other  fide  the 
Downs,  which  confifled  but  of  one  regiment  of  horfe, 
and  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  being  advanced  with  the 
fcouts,  received  a  musket-fhot  from  fome  of  the  Soldiers, 
who  were  molt  advanced,  at  a  fmall  work,  cf  which 
wound  he  died  that  night.  We  did  not  fo  much  as  know 
he  was  wounded,  till  fome  Trumpets  came  and  inform’d 
us  •  fo  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry  retired  to  the  Abby  of  the 
Downs,  which  is  pretty  near  Furnes,  where  their  Army 
was,  about  two  leagues  from  the  camp. 

The  Swifs  mounted  the  trenches  that  day.  We  could 
not  make  ourfelves  mailers  of  the  counterfcarp.  Next 
day  we  faw  the  enemy’s  whole  Army  marching  over  the 
Downs,  and  the  advantage  which  thofe  fandy  hills  gave 
them  to  approach  the  general  quarter,  fhew’d  itfelf  frill 
more  evidently  when  the  enemy  was  near  •  fo  that  M.  de 
Turenne  advanced  only  feven  or  eight  hundred  paces  be¬ 
fore  his  own  quarter  with  the  troops  which  were  there, 
left  all  the  reft  in  the  line  of  circumvallation,  and  took 
poll  on  a  high  down,  which  he  was  apprehenfive  the  ene¬ 
my  would  come  and  poffefs  themfelves  of  •  he  prefently 
order’d  ftakes  to  be  planted  upon  the  ftrand,  over-againft 
that  place  j  the  other  ftaccado  becoming  ufelefs  to  him,  by 
his  having  made  his  troops  advance  beyond  it.  Welikewife 
made  a  fort  of  a  fmall  intrenchment  on  the  top  of  the 
v  Downs  in  the  enemy’s  prefence;  but  it  maybe  well  fup- 
pos’d  that  none  of  thefe  works  could  be  very  good,  being 
made  in  fo  fhort  a  time  •  or  that  piles  fixed  in  hafte  where 
the  tide  returned,  could  Hand  very  long. 

The  enemy  being  advanced  within  half  a  league’s  di- 
fiance  of  that  place,  where  M.  deTurenne  had  polled 
himfelf  with  the  Army,  made  a  halt ;  and  we  faw  plainly 
that  they  mull  necefrarily  lie  there.  Don  John  of  Auftria 
had  the  right,  which  look’d  to  the  fea,  and  the  Prince 
of  Conde  had  the  left  on  the  canal,  which  comes  from 
Furnes  to  Dunkirk.  In  this  part,  the  Downs  for  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  paces  are  acceffible,  but  the  ground  very 
uneven,  the  ftrand  on  the  right  hand,  and  on  the  left  a 

meadow 
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meadow  of  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  paces,  interfered  ^n-  '  5 ^ • 
with  little  ditches,  reaching  as  far  as  the  canal  of  Fumes. 

The  Prince  ealily  made  a  communication  between  thefe 
little  ditches,  and  two  or  three  hours  before  night  he  made  a 
bridge  on  the  canal  with  a  great  number  of  barks  which 
came  to  him  from  Fumes ;  and  this  bridge  was  clofe  to 
his  left  wing.  M.  deTurenne  going  along  this  canal,  faw 
them  work  at  the  bridge,  and  in  an  hour’s  time  finilli  it. 

He  drew  off  all  the  advanced  Guards  which  were  on  that 
fide,  and  feeing  what  a  mighty  advantage  it  would  be  to 
the  enemy  to  march  on  both  fides  the  canal  to  Dunkirk, 
he  was  prefently  fenfible  there  was  nothing  to  be  done 
but  to  fight  them j  fo  he  fent  orders  to  all  the  quar¬ 
ters,  to  rendezvous  at  his,  two  hours  before  day.  He  or¬ 
der’d  the  Englifh  who  were  between  Dunkirk  and  Mar- 
dyke  to  fend  away  their  baggage  to  the  fort,  and  com¬ 
manded  the  troops  which  were  on  this  fide  the  canal  that 
goes  from  Dunkirk  to  Bergues,  to  put  their  baggage  un¬ 
der  cover  of  a  great  fort  which  the  enemy  had  begun  in 
the  winter,  but  which  we  poflefs’d. 

There  being  fix  or  feven  canals  between  the  quarters, 
it  was  much  eafier  for  the  Dunkirkers  to  make  a  fally 
on  them  when  they  were  weaken’d  •  and  therefore  it  was 
very  dangerous  to  leave  a  large  circumvallation  without 
troops,  becaufe  thofe  of  the  town  might  fet  fire  to  the 
camp,  and  break  down  the  bridges  of  communication. 

Befides  this,  the  trenches  put  M.  de  Turenne  in  great 
pain }  for  a  fally  from  the  place,  together  with  the  terror 
which  might  happen  among  the  men,  thinking  them- 
felves  abandon’d,  the  Army  marching  to  meet  the  ene¬ 
my,  would  have  obliged  him  to  raife  the  fiege.  Again,  as 
we  were  clofe  by  the  cover’d  way  of  the  counterfcarp, 
and  fome  traverfes  of  the  glacis  already  taken,  fallieswere 
very  much  to  be  fear’d,  becaufe  there’s  no  getting  forth 
of  the  trenches,  when  once  thofe  at  the  head  of  them 
are  beaten ;  and  a  confufion  eafily  arifes  there.  The  ene¬ 
my  having  all  the  counterfcarps  as  well  as  the  fire  of  the 
place,  whereas  the  trenches  were  very  much  ftraiten’d  and 
fo  far  advanced,  that  the  cavalry  could  no  longer  aff,  we 
could  not  poflfibly  remedy  this,  and  purfue  our  defign  of 
fighting  too,  otherwiie  than  by  ordering,  as  we  did,  into  the 
trenches  a  good  guard,  which  was  two  French  battalions. 

With  orders  to  try  to  lodge  themfelves  on  the  counterfcarp  in 

N  4.  like 
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An.  1658  like  manner  as  the  preceding  days.  The  Englifh  likewife 

^ - - mounted  on  the  left  with  a  good  guard,  and  there  were 

eight  fquadrons  of  horfe  commanded  thither  for  a  re-in- 
forcement. 

The  troops  march’d  all  night  according  to  order  given, 
and  the  hindmoft  were  a  little  before  day  at  M.  de  Tu- 
renne’s  quarter.  In  this  manner  the  night  paffed,  the  ene¬ 
my  having  only  fent  to  give  an  alarm  or  two.  There  was 
of  the  King’s  Army,  without  reckoning  what  remain’d  in 
the  camp,  with  the  baggage,  and  in  the  trenches  eight 
or  nine  thoufand  foot,  and  five  or  fix  thoufand  horfe. 
There  were  ten  French  battalions  and  fix  Englifii,  and  two 
French  battalions  intermix’d  with  the  right  wing  of  the 
cavalry,  and  fome  French  and  Englifh  Musketeers  in  the 
left  wing,  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  five  whereof  went 
in  the  right  wing  between  the  Downs  and  the  meadow, 
and  the  other  five  along  the  ftrand,  which  was  very  broad, 
the  fea  being  low.  There  were  fifty  four  fquadrons  of 
light  horfe,  and  four  of  Gendarmes. 

The  firft  line  of  the  right  wing  and  the  firft  of  the  left 
wing  were  compos’d  of  fourteen  fquadrons  each,  the  fecond 
lines  of  ten  each,  four  fquadrons  of  Gendarmes  who  flip- 
ported  the  infantry,  and  fix  fquadrons  of  referve,  which 
march’d  at  a  good  diftance  behind  the  whole  Army.  The 
firft  line  of  infantry  confifted  of  ten  battalions,  and  the 
fecond  of  fix,  who  had  no  detached  men  before  them  but 
fifty  musketeer-guards,  to  keep  off  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
which  was  in  fmall  bodies  on  the  Downs,  a  little  way 
from  their  Army. 

M.  de  Caftelnau  commanded  the  left  wing,  and  had 
M.  de  Varenne  to  lead  the  firft  line  of  the  cavalry  ;  and 
as  the  Lorrainers  were  part  of  them,  M.  de  Ligneville 
commanded  fome  fquadrons  near  the  infantry.  The  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Crequi  commanded  the  fquadrons  on  the  right 
of  the  right  wing,  and  M.  d’Humieres  was  with  thofe 
which  were  near  the  infantry.  M.  de  Schomberg  com¬ 
manded  the  fecond  line  of  the  left  wing,  and  M.  d’Efquen- 
epurt  the  fecond  line  of  die  right  wing.  M.  de  Richelieu 
was  in  the  referve,  and  M.  de  Gadagne  commanded  the 
firft  line  of  the  infantry,  and  M.  de  Bellefons  the  fecond. 
The  Englifh  infantry  of  the  firft  and  fecond  line  was  com¬ 
manded  by  General  Lockart,  the  Ambaffador  of  England 
in  France,  and  by  Major  General  Morgan.  An  hour  be. 
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fore  day,  we  march’d  in  this  order  from  the  place  whither  An.  1658. 

M.  de  Turcnne  had  advanced  the  preceding  day  in  the - - 

Downs,  and  where  the  troops  had  join’d  him  in  the  night. 

The  Guards  of  both  Armies  feeing  one  another,  as  foon  as 
the  King’s  Army  began  to  afcend  the  firft  Down,  the  enemy 
had  notice  of  its  march  •  fo  that  we  faw  fome  horfes 
which  were  out  a  grazing  haftily  taken  up,  as  likewife  the 
fquadrons  and  battalions  which  were  in  the  camp  without 
baggage,  ranging  into  form.  Their  Army  continued  as  the 
day  before,  that  is,  Don  John  of  Auftria  on  the  right, 
with  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  and  the  Duke  of  York,  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and  Don  Eftevan  de  Gamara;  and 
on  the  left  the  Prince  of  Conde  with  his  General  Officers, 

M.  de  Coligni,  M.  de  Bouteville,  M.  de  Perfan,  M.  de  Gui- 
taut,  and  the  Count  de  Suze :  M.  de  Marlin,  who  was  the 
only  abfent  General  Officer,  was  with  a  fmall  body  near 
Luxembourg.  The  horfe  of  the  left  wing,  which  was 
very  much  extended  towards  the  canal,  being  uncapable 
of  employment  in  that  meadow,  on  account  of  the  ditches, 
the  Prince  placed  them  in  five  or  fix  lines  between  the 
Downs  and  thofe  ditches,  where  neither  the  one  nor  the  ci¬ 
ther  could  march  above  t  wo  or  three  fquadrons  abreaft.  He 
pofted  two  battalions  in  a  place  fomewhat  covered,  juft 
before  his  cavalry ;  and  afterwards  going  up  the  Downs, 
he  placed  others  all  along,  till  they  join’d  D.  John  of  Au- 
ftria’s  infantry ,  which  was  extended  to  the  edge  of  the 
Downs  looking  upon  the  ftrand ;  and  all  his  cavalry  was 
behind  his  infantry,  a  Spanifh  battalion  whereof  he  had 
advanced  upon  a  very  high  Down,  which  was  about  a  hun¬ 
dred  paces  before  any  of  the  others. 

Such  was  the  order  we  faw  them  draw  up  in.  The 
King’s  Army  marching  towards  them,  and  the  heighth  of 
the  Downs  hindering  our  feeing  all  their  motions,  M.  de 
Turenne  imagin’d  there  was  a  great  number  of  cavalry 
behind  their  infantry,  and  was  afterwards  told,  that  the 
Prince,  who  had  five  or  fix  lines  one  behind  another,  had 
a  mind  to  take  fome  one  to  place  behind  his  infantry,  as  in¬ 
deed  his  Guards  were  there,  and  fome  fquadrons  befides. 

The  enemy’s  cannon  was  not  yet  arrived,  but  was  to  come 
that  evening  with  their  baggage  •  and  there  might  be  in 
their  Army  nine  or  ten  thoufand  horfe,  and  five  or  fix 
thoufand  foot.  The  Prince  went  himfelf  in  hafte,  and 
acquainted  D.  John  that  the  King’s  Army  was  marching. 
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An.  1658. and  he  put  all  his  troops  in  order  with  all  poffible  dili- 
. . .  -  — »  gence. 

Things  being  in  this  difpofition  on  both  fides,  the  King’s 
Army  march’d  leifurely  on,  and  the  enemy  being  pretty 
much  puzzled  to  get  themfelves  into  order  of  battle,  all 
the  General  Officers  were  bufied  therein,  and  we  faw 
plainly  that  not  one  of  them  repaired  to  their  advanced 
Guards,  who  retired  to  the  main  body  of  their  Army, 
without  skirmiffiing.  We  likewife  were  fenfible  that  more 
diligence  in  marching  would  have  been  of  great  advan¬ 
tage,  becaufe  expedition  always  deprives  an  enemy  of  an 
opportunity  of  getting  into  order :  but  when  an  Army  is 
marching  in  battalia,  it  muft  go  a  certain  regulated  pace, 
and  oftentimes  the  feveral  corps  muft  wait  a  little  for 
each  other,  to  be  able  to  range  into  form.  We  had,  as 
I  faid  before,  in  the  King’s  Army  five  pieces  of  cannon 
in  each  wing,  which  marched  at  the  head  of  the  foremoft 
fquadrons,  and  were  at  a  reafonable  diftance  from  the 
enemy.  We  fired  once  or  twice  from  each,  and  then 
put  the  horfes  to,  and  haften’d  them  up  again  to  the  head 
of  the  fquadrons.  We  made  four  or  five  difcharges  be¬ 
fore  we  came  up  to  the  enemy. 

The  Englifh  who  were  in  the  left  wing,  coming 
the  firft  to  that  Down  which  was  foremoft,  afcended 
with  two  battalions  to  attack  it,  and  for  fome  time  they 
crofs’d  pikes  with  the  Spaniards ;  but  the  great  refolu- 
tion  of  the  former,  aided  by  a  detachment  of  foot  from 
the  Engliffi  main  body  which  came  upon  the  enemy  in 
flank,  put  a  Spaniffi  regiment  into  diforder,  and  foon 
after  to  flight :  it  was  that  of  Don  Gafper  Boni¬ 
face. 

The  enemy’s  cavalry  at  firft  fupported  their  infantry 
pretty  well  •  but  the  regiments  of  horfe  of  the  left  wing 
having  fpeedily  fuccour’d  the  Englilh,  and  fome  of  our 
fquadrons  likewife  having  advanced  along  the  ftrand,  went 
and  placed  themfelves  between  the  enemy’s  two  lines  • 
which  put  them  into  confufion,  they  being  alfo  vigoroufly 
charg’d  in  front  juft  when  the  Englifh  were  got  up  on  the 
Down,  and  when  the  Spaniffi  regiment  and  that  which  was 
to  fiippcrt  it  began  to  give  ground.  The  Guards,  the  Swifs, 
the  regiments  of  Picardy  and  Turenne  began  to  attack  the 
infantry  which  was  before  them  j  and  the  four  fquadrons 
of  the  van  march’d  up  againft  thofe  at  the  head  of  the 
j  "  Prince’s 
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Prince’s  corps.  His  infantry  made  but  a  very  indifferent  An.  1658. 
difcharge,  and  the  King’s  infantry  hardly  fired  at  all,  but  " 

broke  them  without  putting  themfelves  into  any  confufion. 

The  cavalry  likewife  broke  the  firft  fquadrons  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  with  but  little  refinance  j  but  pufhing  on  too  far, 
they  were  drove  back  again  by  the  Prince’s  cavalry,  where 
he  himfelf  being  prefent,  things  were  a  little  dubious  for 
fome  time.  The  enemy’s  whole  cavalry  advanced  in  good 
order,  becaufe  of  this  fmall  fuccels;  but  there  being  but 
four  of  our  fquadrons  repuls’d,  the  reft  of  our  cavalry  was 
in  good  order  behind,  and  the  Guards  and  the  Swifs  who 
had  met  with  very  little  refiftance,  and  who  were  alfb  in 
very  good  order,  (tho’  the  latter  had  been  charg’d  by  the 
Prince’s  horfe  Guards,  who  could  not  penetrate  the  bat¬ 
talion,  and  were  part  of  them  kill’d)  turn’d  a  little  to  the 
right,  and  receiv’d  with  a  very  fmart  fire  the  Prince’s  ca¬ 
valry  which  was  advancing.  Montgomery’s  regiment  of 
foot  which  was  mingled  with  the  horfe  in  the  right  wing, 
made  alio  a  difcharge,  and  thofe  regiments  which  had 
been  puffied,  recover’d  themfelves  again.  Here  the 
Prince  had  his  horfe  wounded,  and  inftantly  took  an¬ 
other  :  but  his  troops  now  beginning  to  be  in  confufion, 
he  was  hard  put  to  it  to  make  Iris  efcape.  Meflieurs 
Bouteville  and  Coligni  were  taken  here :  M.  de  Meille  was 
taken  and  wounded,  and  died  of  his  wounds  a  few  days  after. 

This  happening  juft  after  the  enemy’s  right  wing  was 
put  into  confufion,  their  whole  Army  fell  into  disorder 
without  rallying  j  and  except  fome  fquadrons  which  dis¬ 
pers'd  themfelves,  our  whole  Army  purfued  the  enemy  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  very  good  order.  Part  of  their  in¬ 
fantry  got  away  on  the  left  hand  through  the  Morals ;  all 
the  reft  were  taken.  There  were  between  three  and  four 
thoufand  of  the  enemy  made  prifoners,  and  a  thoufand 
killed  or  wounded.  Of  the  King’s  Army,  there  were  fome 
Officers  and  Troopers  kill’d  of  the  fquadrons  on  the  right 
and  left  of  both  wings,  fome  Soldiers  and  Officers  of  En- 
gliffi  infantry,  and  a  few  of  the  other  infantry. 

Being  engaged  in  the  fiege,  we  could  not  purfue  the 
enemy  very  long :  however  the  cavalry  pufh’d  on  as  far  as 
Furnes,  behind  which  place  the  enemy  retired,  and  ftopt 
there,  well  knowing  that  the  King’s  Army  would  continue 
at  the  fiege.  There  fled  to  Furnes  a  good  number  of  pri¬ 
foners,  whom  our  Trooper^  and  Officers  let  go  for  their 

ranfom, 
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An.  165  8.  random,  and  we  were  afterwards  informed  that  this  was 

- the  cafe  of  almoft  all  the  enemy’s  Officers  in  this  battle. 

Don  John  and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena,  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  Duke  of  Gloucefter  his  Brother  were  on  the 
right  wing,  and  behav’d  themfelves  very  well ,  but  they 
were  obliged  to  fly  with  the  reft. 

M.  deTurenne  returning  to  the  camp,  fent  M.dePer- 
tuis  to  carry  the  news  to  the  King,  who  was  at  Calais. 
His  Majefty  came  again  next  day  to  Mardyke,  and  the 
fiege  went  on,  the  belieged  abating  nothing  of  their  vi¬ 
gorous  refiftance.  Three  days  after  the  battle  the  Marquis 
de  Crequi  lodg’d  himfelf  with  Turenne’s  regiment  on  the 
counterfcarp,  where  we  loft  a  great  number  of  men,  and 
after  that,  M.  deSchomberg,  M.  de  Varenne,M.  d’Humi- 
eres,  M.deBellefons,  and  M.  de  Gadagne  advanced  their 
approaches  as  far  as  poffible :  there  being  abundance  of  tra- 
verfes,  there  was  no  one  guard,  where  fomething  very  vigo¬ 
rous  was  not  to  be  done,  and  that  too  without  any  cover. 
The  Engliih  who  were  on  the  left,  though  they  did  their 
duty  very  well,  could  never  lodge  themfelves  on  the  coun- 
tcrfcarp,  till  after  it  was  abandon’d.  M.  de  Caftelnau,  who 
had  been  very  ferviceablc,  and  had  a  died  very  vigoroufly 
during  the  whole  fiege,  was  wounded  going  to  fort  Leon,  and 
died  of  his  wounds.  After  the  battle,  we  no  longer  fearing 
to  employ  a  good  number  of  foot  before  the  town,  had  be¬ 
gun  an  attack  on  that  fort,  which  ferv’d  rather  to  give  a 
diverfion  than  any  thing  elfe :  we  likewife  made  the  enemy 
abandon  a  wooden  fort,  wherein  they  had  fome  cannon, 
as  alfo  the  whole  length  of  a  dyke,  which  advanced  into 
the  fea,  from  which  they  very  much  annoy’d  the  trenches  j 
but  they  foon  quitted  it :  fo  that  fix  or  feven  days  after 
the  battle,  which  was  the  eighteenth  day  from  the  open¬ 
ing  the  trenches,  when  we  were  lodg’d  at  the  foot  of  their 
laft  work,  they  defired  to  capitulate.  We  were  inform’d 
that  the  Marquis  de  Lede  died  the  fame  day,  having  been 
wounded  five  or  fix  days  before. 

The  King,  who  had  been  five  or  fix  days  at  Mardyke, 
came  the  next  day  with  the  Cardinal  to  M.  de'Turenne’s 
quarters,  where  hoftages  being  given,  the  capitulation  was 
fign’d,  and  the  garrifon  march’d  out  a  day  after,  and  was 
conduced  to  St.  Omer.  There  was  left  of  them  a  thoufand 
footjthe  remains  of  feven  or  eight  regiments,  and  fix  or  feven 
hundred  horfe.  The  town  was,  according  to  treaty,  put  into 
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the  hands  of  the  Englifh  •  and  two  days  after  M.deTu-  An.  1658. 

renne  march’d  to  Bergues.  The  enemy  ftaid  at  Furnes, - — . 

and  had  left  eight  or  nine  hundred  men  in  Bergues.  The 
King  who  had  not  ftirr’d  from  Mardyke  fince  the  talcing 
of  Dunkirk,  came  to  Bergues  when  the  Army  was  got 
there  •  and  the  trenches  being  opened  the  next  day,  he 
took  a  ride  out,  and  came  to  M.  de  Turenne’s  quarter, 
and  he  then  look’d  very  much  out  of  order  ■  and  indeed 
that  very  evening  he  was  in  a  violent  fever,  and  own’d  he 
had  had  fome  fymptoms  of  it  for  two  days  before,  tho’ 
he  did  not  fpeak  of  it :  here  it  was  his  fevere  fit  of  fick- 
nels  began-  and  being  carried  to  Calais,  he  was  there  fo 
very  ill  as  to  be  thought  at  the  point  of  death. 

The  firft  night  after  the  trenches  were  open’d  at  Bergues, 
we  carried  a  redoubt  which  the  enemy  had  near  their 
counterfcarp,  and  the  whole  guard  of  the  trenches  was 
lodg’d  in  a  place  to  which  there  was  no  going  in  the 
day  time.  Next  day,  M.  de  Schomberg  commanded  the 
guard  :  we  carried  the  counterfcarp  and  all  the  outworks, 
and  lodg’d  our  felves  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch,  which  we 
began  to  fill  up,  and  we  caufed  fome  cannon  to  be  brought 
openly,  and  without  the  leaft  cover  clofe  to  the  gates, 
whereupon  thofe  within  the  town  defired  to  capitulate, 
but  were  told  they  muft  yield  themlelves  prifoners  of  war. 

There  were  five  old  regiments  of  foot  and  one  regiment 
of  horfe  in  the  place,  making  in  all  eight  or  nine  hun¬ 
dred  men.  Asfoon  as  they  had  defired  to  capitulate,  and 
found  that  we  would  not  allow  them  any  other  terms  than 
that  of  being  prifoners  of  war,  they  were  in  fuch  a  confter- 
nation  that  a  great  many  threw  themfelvesintotheMorafsto 
get  away;  but  they  were  taken  by  the  Soldiers,  and  the 
reft  threw  down  their  arms,  and  forfook  all  the  pofts  along 
the  walls;  and  had  not  M.deTurennecomeup,  the  town 
would  have  been  plunder’d.  We  fecured  all  the  prifoners, 
both  Soldiers  and  Officers,  and  fent  them  into  France  by  the 
way  of  Calais.  Next  day,  M.  de  Turenne  receiving  in¬ 
telligence  that  the  enemy  was  quitting  the  neighbourhood 
of  Furnes,  fent  thither  M.  deVarenne  with  twothoufand 
men,  and  follow’d  five  or  fix  hours  after,  with  very  few 
to  attend  him.  Thofe  of  Fumes  made  fome  difcharges, 
but  feeing  they  were  abandon’d  by  their  Army,  which 
was  at  Newport,  and  which  had  left  but  fourfcore  men 
with  them,  iurrender’d  to  a  Trumpet  which  M.  de  Varenne 
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An.  1658.  had  fent  to  them  after  he  had  feverely  threaten’d  the 

«  Burghers  that  they  fhould  be  plunder’d,  in  cafe  they  flood 

upon  their  defence;  and  in  that  very  inftant  M.  deTu- 
renne  enter’d  the  town,  and  fent  thofe  fourfcore  men  to 
Newport,  where  was  Don  John  of  Auflria.  M.  deTurenne 
ftaid  at  Furnes  that  night,  becaufe  they  did  not  furrender 
till  an  hour  before  night,  and  he  returned  very  early  next 
day  to  the  camp ;  and  having  kept  the  Marquis  de  Crequi 
with  a  corps  at  Rofeburgh,  which  is  on  the  road  from 
Bergues  to  Ypres,  he  ordered  him  to  take  his  way  to 
Dixmuyde,  thro’  the  inner  part  of  the  Country ;  while 
he  himfelf  marched  along  the  Dyke  diredtly  to  Fintelle 
and  Kenoque,  where  the  canal  which  goes  to  Ypres  and 
Dixmuyde  feparates  itfelf. 

The  enemy  who  after  the  taking  of  Bergues  were  re¬ 
tired  between  Newport,  Dixmuyde  and  Ypres,  would  fain 
have  kept  thofe  canals;  but  our  march  was  fo  quick,  that 
they  durfl  not  flop  any  where,  not  having  had  time  to  get 
themfelves  into  order.  They  began  to  work  on  a  redoubt 
at  Kenoque,  and  there  was  fome  cavalry  behind  it.  And 
it  being  a  Country  where  there’s  no  going  but  by  dykes, 
he  that’s  firft  fortified  in  a  place  there  has  a  great  advan¬ 
tage;  but  the  fhort  time  they  had  to  difpofe  their  affairs, 
made  them  always  take  meafures  which  we  plainly  faw  ne- 
ceflity  forced  them  to ;  and  thus  were  they  continually  at  a 
lofsas  foon  as  ever  we  advanced  towards  them,  it  being  eafy 
to  perceive  they  never  flopt  but  in  hopes  we  would  pro¬ 
ceed  no  farther,  and  their  baggage  was  always  four  or  five 
leagues  behind  them.  The  King’s  Army  having  therefore 
made  a  long  march  from  Bergues  to  Kenoque,  where  a 
third  of  our  troops  fwam  over  to  take  fome  cattle  beyond 
it ;  we  advanc’d  next  day  very  early  towards  Dixmuyde, 
which  is  but  a  long  league  off,  and  which  there  was  no 
going  to  but  by  the  banks  and  dykes. 

The  town  had  been  greatly  negledted,  being  in  the  heart 
of  the  Country,  and  they  had  for  eight  or  ten  days  before 
been  mending  the  counterfcarps  of  it.  The  Prince  who 
ftaid  there  a  good  while  at  one  of  the  gates  to  fee  the 
King’s  Army  arrive,  was  fenfible  he  was  in  no  condition 
to  defend  it :  he  however  left  in  it  three  or  four  hundred 
men,  with  orders,  as  appear’d  afterwards,  to  furrender  in 
cafe  we  pafs’d  over  the  river,  and  they  fhould  fee  us  form¬ 
ing  the  fiege.  The  enemy’s  Army  was  between  this  place 
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and  Newport  •  but  having  put  men  into  Ypres,  they  had  An.  1658. 
very  much  weaken’d  themfelves ;  and  befides,  they  did  . 
not  think  it  advifeable,  on  account  of  the  terror  their 
troops  were  in,  to  make  head  in  any  place,  how  narrow 
foever  it  was. 

The  King’s  Army  made  a  bridge  near  Dixmuyde  •  and 
having  fent  over  fome  troops  to  iiimmon  the  town,  M.  de 
Moret  arriv’d  at  that  very  time  fent  from  the  Cardinal  to 
M.  de  Turenne,  to  let  him  know  the  King  was  at  the 
point  of  death,  and  that  he  fhould  undertake  nothing  till 
he  heard  further  concerning  the  iffue  of  his  Majefty’s 
ficknefs :  perhaps  we  fhould  not  have  thought  of  palling 
the  river,  if  the  town  had  not  furrender’d.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  fent  to  defire  to  capitulate,  and  M.  de  Turenne  per¬ 
mitted  the  garrifon  to  retire,  either  to  their  Army  or  to 
Newport^  they  chofe  the  latter.  TheCardinalfenttoM.de 
Turenne  for  fome  companies  of  the  Guards,  and  two  or 
three  of  the  Swifs,  which  he  fent  accordingly ;  and  the 
Count  de  Soiffons  went  with  thofe  companies  of  Swiff. 

We  were  in  great  pain  for  the  King;  and  the  whole  Ar¬ 
my  were  in  the  difpofition  that  became  them,  being  re- 
folved  to  continue  in  their  duty  fhould  a  misfortune  hap¬ 
pen.  This  being  an  affair  which  regards  the  particular  hi- 
ftory  of  the  Court,  a  great  many  perfons  who  then  belong’d 
to  it  can  relate  all  the  circumftances,  which  were  very  well 
known  to  M.  de  Turenne.  The  King  throughout  the 
whole  time  of  his  being  in  danger,  exprefs’d  a  great  ten- 
dernefs  for  the  Cardinal,  who  for  a  day  or  two  was  un¬ 
der  much  uneafinefs  about  the  difpofitions  of  Monfieur, 
to  whom  he  talk’d  veryjudicioufly,  and  told  him  he  knew 
there  were  fome  people  who  caball’d  with  him  upon  oc- 
cafion  of  the  King’s  illnefs,  and  that  if  his  Majefty  fhould 
do  otherwife  than  well,  he  had  no  reafon  to  be  under  any 
pain,  or  to  doubt  of  his  and  the  whole  Kingdom’s  fub- 
miffion.  The  Cardinal  who  is  much  exclaim’d  againft, 
as  thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  adminiftration  com¬ 
monly  are,  found  a  great  many  friends  at  that  time.  There 
were  fome  women  with  whom  the  Queen  was  very  much 
offended  for  fome  things  they  had  faid  during  the  King’s 
illnefs,  and  for  their  inquifitivenefs  about  his  health.  For 
two  whole  days  the  King  feem’d  ready  to  expire ;  but  a 
dofe  of  emetic  wine  brought  him  to  himfelf.  In  his  de¬ 
lirious  fits  he  oftep  talk’d  of  Army.  At;  laft,  he  be¬ 
gan, 
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An.  1658. gan,  after  a  violent  ftruggling  of  nature,  to  get  a  little 

'  1  ftrengtb,  nor  was  there  any  alarm  but  only  thofe  two  days; 

for  afterwards  the  rejoicings  were  renew’d,  and  meffengers 
were  fent  out  every  way  to  notify  the  King’s  being  on  his 
recovery.  » 

M.  de  Turenne  never  once  left  the  Army  at  Dixmuyde, 
but  had  an  account  every  day  from  the  Cardinal  how  it 
fared  with  the  King,  whofe  licknefs  made  the  Army  lie 
ftill  nine  or  ten  days,  without  undertaking  any  thing.  We 
only  caufed  the  Marquis  de  Crequi  to  advance  very  near 
Newport.  The  enemy  thinking  it  was  the  whole  Army, 
quitted  their  camp,  which  was  within  half  a  league  of 
Newport  behind  a  canal  where  they  were  beginning  to 
intrench  themfelves,  and  feparated.  The  Marquis  de  Ca- 
racena  enter’d  into  Newport  with  a  good  part  of  the  in¬ 
fantry  ;  the  Prince  went  away  to  Oftend,  and  Don  John 
to  Bruges.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  King’s  indifpolition, 
M.de  Turenne  would  have  polled  himfelf  bet  ween  New¬ 
port  and  Oftend  the  fame  day  that  the  enemy  feparated 
themfelves  j  and  it  being  fince  known  that  they  had  nei¬ 
ther  provifions  nor  ammunition  in  that  place,  and  that  we 
could  have  cut  off  all  their  convoys,  it  is  certain  we 
might  have  taken  two  thirds  of  the  Army  of  Spain,  with 
but  a  little  patience. 

The  King  beginning  to  mend,  the  Cardinal  fent  word 
to  M.  de  Turenne  that  he  was  coming  to  Bergues,  and 
defired  him  to  meet  him  there.  It  was  in  the  beginning 
of  July;  and  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  who  had  got  together 
his  ufupl  corps  of  troops,  amounting  to  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  men,  was  near  Lens;  and  the  Cardinal  had  promifed 
him  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  campaign,  that  he  would 
take  feme  fit  feafon  to  employ  him  upon  a  fiege :  fo  he 
fent  for  him  to  come  to  Caffel,  and  the  Cardinal  repair’d 
thither  with  M.  de  Turenne.  M.  le  Teller  was  there  too ; 
and  before  they  left  Bergues,  it  was^concluded  that  there 
was  no  other  place  to  befiege  but  G^avelin,  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  having  reprefented  to  the  Cardinal  that  he  hoped  to 
cover  with  the  Army  Bergues,  Fumes,  and  Dixmuyde,  and 
be  able  to  affift  in  the  fiege  of  Gravelin,  if  the  enemy 
went  thither ;  which  he  could  not  do  in  the  fiege  of  any 
other  place,  becaufe  he  muft  remove  to  a  greater  diftarfee 
from  the  conquer’d  towns.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  M. 
de  Turenne  had  already  feen  the  Cardinal  once  at  Bergues 
i  "  •  '  fince 
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fince  the  King’s  licknefs,  where  he  related  to  him  all  the  An.  1658. 

circumftances  of  it,  and  what  had  pafs’d  on  that  occafi-  — . «aat 

on.  The  Minifter  let  the  King  and  Queen  go  to  Paris 
without  him.  His  Majefty  was  ftill  very  weak,  but  re¬ 
cover’d  apace  -y  and  the  Cardinal  being  delirous  to  fee 
forr.ething  further  begun  before  he  went  away,  protract¬ 
ed  his  flay  in  the  Country  till  Gravelin  was  taken.  We 
went  therefore  to  Calfel,  where  was  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte, 
who  told  the  Cardinal,  that  provided  he  would  continue 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he  would  undertake  whatever  he 
pleas’d,  and  fo  he  caufed  fome  troops  to  march  and  in- 
veit  Gravelin. 

After  the  battle  of  Dunkirk,  the  enemy  had  withdrawn 
their  belt  infantry  •  and  having  the  heart  of  the  Country 
to  defend,  had  left  in  that  place  no  more  than  feven  or 
eight  hundred  men.  M.  deTurenne  fent  feven  or  eight 
regiments  of  foot  to  the  liege,  and  Itaid  himfelf  at  Dix- 
muyde.  The  Marquis  de  Crequi  was  ftill  with  a  detach’d 
corps  near  Newport,  where  the  Duke  of  York  and  the 
Marquis  de  Caracena  were  above  a  month,  the  Prince  at 
Offend,  Don  John  at  Bruges,  and  the  Prince  de  Ligne 
at  Ypres.  Nothing  but  ficknefs  weaken’d  the  King’s  Ar¬ 
my,  tho’ '  the  troops  were  fain  to  go  every  day  a  foraging 
and  made  a  great  many  irruptions  into  the  Country. 

M.  de  T urenne,  at  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  requeft,  fent 
to  him  M.  de  Varenne,  Lieutenant-General,  as  a  perfbn 
Who  had  very  good  skill  in  lieges.  The  third  or  fourth 
day  after  the  trenches  were  open’d,  he  was  kill’d  by  a 
cannon-ball.  He  had  been  all  his  life  with  M.  de  Tu- 
renne,  and  was  one  of  the  beffc  Officers  in  France.  The 
Count  de  Moret  was  kill’d  likewife  by  the  fame  ball. 

He  was  Lieutenant  of  the  Cardinal’s  gendarmes,  and  was 
to  have  had  the  government  of  Gravelin.  M.  de  Tu- 
renne  loved  him  tenderly ;  and  there  was  not  throughout 
the  Kingdom  any  Gentleman  to  whom  he  would  fo  foon 
have  unbofom’d  himfelf,  having  on  divers  occalions  found 
him  to  a£t  with  great  lincerity  accompany’d  with  no  lefs 
judgment,  without  which  laft  quality  all  others,  efpeci- 
ally  at  Court,  are  of  no  ufe  either  to  one’s  felf  Or  friends. 

It  is  incredible  to  what  a  degree  he  was  affiidted,  looking 
upon  it  as  a  lofs  not  to  be  repair’d. 

We  fcarce  made  any  line  of  circumvallation  at  Grave¬ 
lin,  becaufe  the  King’s  Army  cover’d  -the  fiege.  We  re- 

O  main’d 
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An.  1658.  main’d  three  weeks  before  the  place,  and  the  trenches 

- had  been  open’d  near  a  fortnight  before  the  enemy  made 

any  change  in  their  pofture.  They  had  always  had  a  body 
under  M.  de  Marfin,  which  kept  an  eye  upon  the  Coun¬ 
try  of  Luxembourg  :  This  corps  they  caus’d  to  approach 
nearer  to  Flanders,  and  they  rais’d  three  or  four  thoufand 
foot  towards  Brabant.  All  thefe  were  ready  to  march 
about  the  time  I  have  faid.  They  had  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  campaign  a  body  of  cavalry  to  the  amount 
of  above  twelve  thoufand  horfe  :  they  reckon’d  it  four¬ 
teen  thoufand,  which  being  put  in  order,  and  having  a 
great  many  regiments  which  had  not  been  in  the  battle 
of  Dunkirk,  their  Army  affembled  about  Bruges ;  and 
drawing  near  the  Lys  to  remove  farther  off  from  Dix- 
muyde,  where  the  King’s  Army  was,  they  there  join’d 
M.  de  Marfin,  with  a  part  of  his  new  levies,  paffed  thro’ 
Ypres,  where  was  the  Prince  de  Ligne’s  corps^  and  ad¬ 
vanc’d  to  Poperingue  a  complete  Army,  with  all  its  Ge¬ 
nerals 

M.'  de  Turenne  obferving  that  the  troops  on  the  fide  of 
Newport  and  Oftend  were  drawing  off  to  furnifh  their 
Army,  chang’d  his  pofture  and  caus’d  the  Marquis  de 
Crequi  to  march  with  his  corps ,  which  was  hard  by  New¬ 
port,  to  Fintelle,  in  order  to  keep  himfelf  a-head  of  the 
enemy’s  Army,  which  was  at  Poperingue,  and  was  ad¬ 
vancing  to  Rofeburg.  This  corps  had  orders  to  fend  away 
their  baggage  to  the  camp,  and  was  defigned  for  Dix- 
muyde,  keeping  a  hand  always  upon  that  place  by  means 
of  fome  dragoons  and  cavalry  which  lay  at  Kenoque,  for 
fear  left  the  enemy,  who  had  all  their  baggage  under 
Ypres,  fhould  fteal  a  march,  leaving  Bergues  on  the  right 
hand,  and  fo  go  and  relieve  Grayelin,  which  was  not  a- 
bove  fix  or  feven  leagues  diftance  from  thence. 

M.  de  Turenne  kept  two  brigades  of  horfe  at  Mardyke, 
who  had  orders  to  march  to  Gravelin  as  foon  as  they  had 
intelligence  of  the  enemy ;  and  he  with  a  few  troops 
kept  about  Dunkirk,  from  whence  he  had  fent  out  fmall 
feparate  bodies  even  beyond  Furnes.  Still  a  guard  was 
left  before  Dixmuyde ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  thofe  that 
lay  at  Mardyke  faw  the  camp  at  Gravelin,  tho’  they  are 
two  leagues  afunder  •  yet  the  fituation  of  the  Country  is 
fuch  as  makes  this  practicable.  The  enemy  not  being 
able  to  crofs  it  but  by  making  bridges,  we  were  free  to 

fecond 
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fecond  one  another  by  means  of  a  great  Dyke  :  the  bag- An.  1658. 
gage  as  it  was  on  one  fide  was  no  hindrance  at  all ;  and  — — - — = 
thofe  fmall  bodies  within  half  a  league  or  a  league  of  one 
another,  could  prefen  dy  go  by  the  dyke  to  each  other’s 
affiftance-  and  whoever  knows  the  Country  is  fenfible 
that  there  was  no  getting  between. 

In  this  pofture  we  lay  till  the  liege  of  Gravelin  was  over. 

It  lathed  twenty  five  or  twenty  fix  days  from  the  opening  of 
the  trenches.  The  Marquis  d’Uxelles  was  killed  at  it ;  he 
was  a  man  of  merit,  and  one  of  the  firft  Lieutenant- 
Generals  of  France.  There  were  likewife  about  eight  or 
nine  hundred  men  kill’d  or  wounded  in  the  fiege  ■  and  it 
being  one  of  the  ftrongeft  places  that  can  any  where  be 
feen,  tho’  there  were  but  very  few  men  in  it,  they  made 
fuch  a  defence  as  gave  us  no  little  trouble. 

The  enemy  who  were  at  Rofeburgh,  hearing  that  Gra¬ 
velin  was  capitulating,  retired  toYpres,  and  from  thence 
along  the  Lys.  The  Cardinal,  who  had  ftaid  during  the 
whole  fiege  at  Calais,  and  who  took  great  care  to  fup- 
ply  all  things,  tho’  at  firft  there  did  not  feem  to  be  any 
preparation  at  all,  came  to  Dunkirk  before  he  return’d 
to  wait  on  the  King.  We  muft  needs  fay  there  is  no 
body  fo  indefatigable,  fo  fruitful  in  expedients,  or  has  fo 
clear  a  head  to  go  through  with  fuch  a  variety  of  affairs. 

A  great  many  in  his  place  would  have  return’d  with  the 
King  after  the  taking  of  Dunkirk  •  whither  he  came,  as  I 
have  faid,  and  where  M.  de  Turenne  waited  on  him. 

Marlhal  de  la  Ferte,  after  the  taking  of  Gravelin, 
left  his  troops  to  two  or  three  Lieutenant-Generals,  and 
return’d  into  France,  where  he  had  fome  affairs  of  his 
own.  We  fentaway  two  or  three  regiments  of  infantry 
towards  Hedin,  where  was  an  Army  of  ten  thoufand 
horfe  and  nine  or  ten  thoufand  foot,  as  alfo  a  very  fine 
train  of  artillery  and  provifions  for  the  campaign.  The 
Cardinal  ftaid  a  whole  day  at  Dunkirk,  and  the  King 
who  had  ftop’d  at  Compiegne  for  a  few  days,  and  was 
entirely  recover’d,  preffed  him  to  makehafte  to  Fontaine¬ 
bleau,  whither  he  was  going  with  the  Queen  and  the 
whole  Court.  The  Cardinal  left  it  to  M.  de  Turenne  to 
do  whatever  he  thought  fit ;  yet  exprefling  a  defire  that 
things  might  be  fo  managed  as  to  leave  a  good  many 
troops  in  the  Country  ;  and  only  letting  him  know  that 

O  2  b« 
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An.  1658.be  had  had  certain  advice  that  the  enemy,  after  the  tak-* 
ing  of  Dunkirk,  fully  expedfced  to  lofe  Armentieres. 

M.  de  Turenne  was  always  for  leaving  fome  troops  a- 
bout  Hedin  5  to  the  end  that  in  cafe  he  could  do  nothing 
conliderable  in  the  Country,  he  might  by  ftrengthning  that 
corps,  form  a  blockade  at  Hedin  all  the  winter  5  and  this 
was  the  reafon  for  which  thofe  regiments  were  fent  thither. 
Marfhal  Schulemberg  was  defigned  to  have  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  this  enterprize.  In  thefe  thoughts,  the  Cardinal 
fet  forward  on  his  journey  from  Dunkirk  to  Paris,  and 
M.  de  Turenne  return’d  to  the  Army  which  was  within 
four  leagues  diftance  from  Dunkirk.  The  Embaflador  of 
England  ftaid  in  that  place  with  a  large  garrifon.  Two 
thoufand  Englifh  foldiers,  and  not  more,  under  M.  Mor¬ 
gan,  follow’d  the  Army,  and  M.  de  Turenne  order’d  Mar¬ 
fhal  de  la  Ferte’s  corps  to  follow  him  to  Dixmuyde. 

The  embarrafsments  in  the  march  out  of  Gravelin 
detain’d  them  a  whole  day  5  but  it  being  a  clofe  Country, 
where  it  is  always  troublefome  to  wait  for  any  conli¬ 
derable  number  of  troops  at  a  rendezvous,  he  palfed  on 
with  the  Army,  and  went  and  lay  beyond  Dixmuyde  5 
where  leaving  orders  for  M.  de  Schomberg  to  get  toge¬ 
ther  feven  or  eight  regiments  with  which  he  was  to 
continue  about  Dixmuyde,  Furnes  and  Bergues,  he 
march’d  with  the  Army  to  Thielt,  which  is  in  the  mid¬ 
way  between  Bruges  and  Ghent,  with  intent  to  march  to 
the  Lys  and  Scheld  5  leaving  the  enemy  a  great  way 
behind  him,  whom  he  knew  to  have  a  delign  to  cover 
Armentieres  and  Courtrai  5  to  the  end  that  by  making 
them  apprehenfive  for  thofe  great  places  Ghent  and 
Bruges,  he  might  oblige  them  to  feparate  themfelves  or 
take  fuch  a  pofture  as  might  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
do  fomething  of  confequence.  The  enemy  after  the  fur- 
render  of  Gravelin,  had  taken  up  their  quarters  beyond 
the  Lys,  and  had  left  a  great  body  in  Ypres,  at  their  head. 
M.  de  Turenne,  with  his  van  which  was  a  large  body  of 
horfe,  arriv’d  at  Thielt  betimes,  commanded  that  the 
Army  fhould  lodge  there,  and  with  the  van  went  on  ftraighc 
to  Deynfe,  where  he  knew  there  was  a  bridge  over  the  Lys  : 
he  intended  without  flopping,  to  go  on  to  Oudenarde,  be¬ 
ing  thoroughly  apprifed  of  the  fituation  of  the  Country, 
(tho’  he  had  never  been  there)  by  the  information  of 
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the  natives  and  by  the  maps :  but  in  the  beginn’ng  of  An.  * 658. 
die  night  the  guide  loft  his  way,  fo  that  he  was  fore-  — — — " 
ed  to  return  to  his  quarters,  very  much  concern’d  that 
he  had  fail’d  in  his  delign  upon  Oudenarde.  He  how¬ 
ever  fent  M.  de  Gaffion  with  five  or  fix  regiments  to 
Deynfe  upon  the  Lys,  with  orders  to  fend  out  parties  to¬ 
wards  Oudenarde,  being  perfuaded  there  was  no  march¬ 
ing  further  on,  without  waiting  for  the  rear  which  he 
had  left  eight  or  nine  leagues  off. 

We  continued  two  days  at  Thielt  •  and  when  M.  de 
Turenne  knew  that  thofe  troops  of  the  rear  were  arriv’d 
within  a  league’s  diftance,  he  fet  forward  very  early  in 
the  morning  with  the  Army,  leaving  the  baggage  at 
Thielt ;  and  that  corps  of  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  which 
made  the  rear,  coming  up  at  break  of  day  and  join¬ 
ing  the  referve  of  the  Army  which  ftaid  at  Thielt, 
he  commanded  that  whole  body  to  incamp  there, 
having  thus  only  made  them  change  their  camp,  that 
they  might  with  more  fafety  and  greater  facility  come 
and  join  him  upon  the  firft  orders  :  and  marching 
himfelf  at  break  of  day  with  part  of  the  Army,  without 
baggage,  he  crofs’d  the  river  Lys  at  Deynfe,  where  he 
learn’d  that  a  corps  of  five  or  fix  of  the  enemy’s  regiments 
was  arriv’d  at  Oudenarde.  Having  fent  out  a  good  many 
parties  to  alarm  the  enemy  on  all  fides,  and  left  likewife 
fome  regiments  under  M.  de  Gaflion  at  Deynfe,  he 
march’d  the  fame  day  to  Gavre,  which  is  a  caftle  on  the 
Scheld  three  leagues  diftance  from  Deynfe,  where  he  ar¬ 
riv’d  very  early.  The  enemy  not  having  had  time  to 
get  together  in  a  body  behind  the  Scheld,  there  appear¬ 
ed  but  fifty  horfe.  There  was  to  have  been  a  good 
number  of  peafants  ;  but  quick  marches  give  leifure  for 
reafoning  indeed,  but  none  at  all  for  remedying.  Of 
four  or  five  thoufand  peafants  who  were  order’d  to  be 
at  that  pafiage,  there  were  not  above  two  or  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  they  immediately  fcamper’d  away,  all  but  fifty 
who  put  themfelves  into  the  caftle  which  was  on  t’other 
fide  the  water. 

When  the  dragoons  of  the  King’s  Army  arriv’d  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  as  alfo  the  cavalry  of  the  van,  pre- 
fently  two  hundred  horfe  or  thereabouts  fwam  over  the 
j-iver  under  the  very  caftle,  at  which  thofe  within  were 
fo  terrify’d,  that  they  all  immediately  furrender’d  them- 
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58.  lelves.  M.  deTurenne afterwards  caufed  four  regiments  of 

—  the  brigade  of  Podwitz  with  all  the  corps  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  to  pafs,  and  we  courfed  up  to  within  four  leagues 
of  Bruffels.  Some  of  the  enemy’s  regiments,  who  were 
going  towards  Ghent,  left  their  baggage  •  and  this  occa- 
fion’d  fuch  a  confufion,  that  the  regiments  under  Oude- 
narde  march’d  likewife  to  Bruffels.  It  was  Don  Anto¬ 
nio  de  la  Cueva  who  commanded  them,  and  had  orders 
to  lead  them  thither.  We  wrought  at  a  bridge  of  boats 
over  the  Scheld,  and  M.  de  Turenne  had  not  yet  taken 
any  refolution,  when  very  early  next  day  he  learn’d  by  a 
man  who  was  fent  by  the  Governor  of  Oudenarde,  to 
ask  for  fafe-guards,  that  the  cavalry  was  march’d  out  of 
that  place.  He  prefently  took  a  thoufand  horfe  and  two 
hundred  dragoons  and  crofs’d  the  Scheld,  fent  M.  de 
Madaillan,  his  Aid  de  Camp,  to  let  the  Governor  know 
that  he  was  going  to  befiege  him,  and  to  advife  him  to 
remain  neuter  and  give  paffage  to  the  Army.  With  that 
body  of  cavalry  he  drew  near  the  town,  and  made  his  dra¬ 
goons  feize  upon  fome  houfes  clofe  by  the  gate.  Once 
we  thought  the  Governor  would  furrender  •  but  feeing 
how  few  men  we  had,  he  began  to  fire.  M.  de  Turenne. 
after  flaying  three  or  four  hours  about  the  place,  fee¬ 
ing  there  was  fo  fmall  a  force  within,  refolv’d  to  fit 
down  before  it  with  the  Army,  and  commanded  a  party 
of  three  hundred  horfe  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  de 
Bouillon,  to  go  on  t’other  fide  the  water,  to  prevent  any 
troops  getting  into  the  place  from  Courtrai.  He  went 
himfelf  to  the  Army,  having  fent  for  feven  or  eight  hun¬ 
dred  musketeers,  to  (Lengthen  M.  d’Humieres,  who  had 
only  thofe  two  hundred  dragoons  abovemention’d.  M, 
de  T urenne  v/as  no  fooner  gone  a  league  from  the  place, 
when  thofe  within  the  town  feeing  but  a  very  few  men 
near  their  gates,  made  a  Pally  upon  the  dragoons,  killed 
fome  of  them,  and  fetting  fire  to  the  houfes,  drove  thofe 
out  who  were  lodg’d  there.  M.  de  Turenne,  when  he 
was  on  his  way,  thought  that  there  was  fome  danger  in 
leaving  that  body  fo  near  the  town,  and  that  the  enemy 
would  have  time  to  fend  a  corps  thither  by  the  way  of 
Tournay  :  he  therefore  fent  back  S.  Martin,  Quarter- 
mafter  of  the  cavalry,  to  bid  M.  d’Humieres  retire  half¬ 
way  from  the  town  to  the  Army ;  which  he  did  at  the 
clofe  of  the  day  :  and  very  early  next  morning,  the  Army 
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having  all  night  long  been  at  work  to  take  the  bridge  to  An.  1658. 
pieces,  march’d  along  the  river,  going  up  ftrait  to  the  ■ 
town,  and  drawing  up  the  bridge  after  them. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  de  Bouillon,  at  break  of  day,  beat 
two  regiments  that  would  have  got  into  the  town.  The 
cavalry  of  one  of  the  two  was  taken  •  but  the  dragoons 
got  in,  who  were  not  in  number  above  a  hundred.  The 
Army  arriv’d  betimes  before  the  town  on  the  fide  of 
Courtrai,  and  the  corps  which  had  been  the  day  before  on 
t’other  hde,  had  orders  to  go  thither  again  :  and  M.  de  T u- 
renne  having  crofs’d  the  water  in  a  boat,  the  bridge  not 
being  made,  went  and  vifited  the  ports }  and  defeending 
along  the  fide  of  the  river,  he  fpy’d  a  place  where  a  body 
of  men  might  come  without  being  in  any  danger  from 
Courtrai:  he  fent  for  the  King’s  dragoons  thither.  As 
he  was  vifiting  the  places  thereabouts  with  thirty  or  forty 
horfe,  being  got  a  little  way  off  from  the  fpot  where  he 
had  left  the  dragoons,  three  regiments  of  cavalry  under 
M.  de  Chamilli,  whom  the  Prince  had  detached  to  enter 
the  town,  arrived  in  open  day  at  the  very  place  where  we 
had  juft  been  porting  the  dragoons.  The  latter  who  were 
commanded  by  M.  de  Peguillain,  flood  their  ground  re- 
folutely  in  a  lane  j  which  made  that  cavalry  ftop  lliort, 
and  prefently  after  they  took  a  fright ;  fo  that  not  one  of 
them  got  into  the  town,  nay  M.  de  Chamilli  was  himfelf 
taken,  with  half  his  men.  It  was  the  regiment  of  Conde 
and  two  other  regiments,  who  defigning  to  come  by 
the  other  fide  of  the  water,  the  Governor  of  the  place 
had  fent  them  word  that  there  was  nobody  on  the  fide 
where  they  were,  as  indeed  our  troops  came  thither  but 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  before.  We  found  by  the  prifoners 
that  the  enemy  were  very  much  difperfed  •  and  thus  we 
faw  plain  enough  that  without  lines,  or  hardly  any  com¬ 
munication  over  the  Scheld  except  by  a  little  bridge 
which  we  made  in  the  night,  we  could  eafily  take  the 
place. 

M.  de  Turenne  had  fent  orders  the  day  before  to  the 
whole  corps ,  Which  was  left  at  Thielt  with  the  baggage, 
to  march  diredtly  to  Oudenarde  ;  fo  that  they  arriv’d 
there  that  very  evening  :  and  having  open’d  the  trenches 
in  the  night-time  in  three  different  places,  and  in  two 
hours  time  approach’d  to  a  half-moon  which  we  were 
going  to  take,  thofe  of  the  town  defired  to  capitulate : 

O  4.  they 
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An.  1658.  they  were  receiv’d  upon  the  terms  the  burghers  had  de- 

-  —  ■  manded }  but  three  regiments  which  had  come  from  Cour- 
trai  and  enter’d  the  day  that  we  approach’d  the  town, 
on  t’other  fide  of  the  water,  were  not  allowed  any  other 
compofition  but  to  be  prifoners  of  war. 

Oudenarde  was  a  town  where  there  was  a  great  many 
people,  but  where  every  thing  was  wanting  for  its  de¬ 
fence  :  and  indeed  it  is  fo  very  much  advanced  within 
the  heart  of  the  Country,  that  it  was  not  reckon'd  as  a 
town  of  war.  As  I  faid  before,  it  being  a  conqueft  fo 
far  within  the  Country,  the  keeping  it  Teemed  very  dif¬ 
ficult  in  winter,  and  M.  de  Turenne  was  in  doubt  fome 
time  whether  he  fhould  advance  towards  Bruffels  with 
the  Army,  or  return  to  the  Lys,  where  he  knew  Menin 
to  be  a  place  that  was  capable  of  being  made  flrcng, 
and  whole  fituation  afforded  a  great  facility  for  a  com¬ 
munication  between  Dixmuyde  and  Oudenarde.  Neither 
did  he  know  but  that  if  he  march’d  quickiy  to  the  Lys, 
he  might  meet  with  an  opportunity  to  make  an  attempt 
upon  Courtrai.  What  hinder’d  his  advancing  towards 
Bruffels,  which  he  would  not  have  defpair  d  of  being  able 
to  take,  was,  that  having  only  fome  field-pieces,  and  but 
two  or  three  days  provificns,  he  could  not  enter  upon  a 
fiege :  fo  that  if  he  had  met  but  with  ever  fo  little  refift- 
ance,  as  he  would  have  been  oblig’d  to  exhauft  whatever 
provifions  were  in  Oudenarde,  and  as  the  town  was  not  for- 
tify’d,  he  muit  have  retired  and  quitted  the  Country  beyond 
Oudenarde,  and  Oudenarde  itfelf  too  :  whereas  by  put¬ 
ting  himfelf  behind  Oudenarde  he  fubfifted  on  what 
came  to  him  by  fea,  and  at  the  fame  time  took  meafures 
that  were  more  fecure  and  more  conducive  for  fix  weeks 
or  two  months,  to  the  prefer  vation  of  Oudenarde  itfelf. 
He  left  only  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  four  hundred 
foot  under  M.  de  Rochepaire,  and  march’d  the  next  day  af¬ 
ter  the  town  furrender’d  ;  as  he  went  up  the  Scheld, 
leaving  it  on  his  left  hand,  he  order’d  boats  to  follow 
after,  as  if  he  meant  to  make  a  bridge  for  the  belieging 
of  Tournai,  or  to  enter  into  Brabant.  He  had  left 
M.  de  Galfion  with  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  men  to 
keep  the  bridge  at  Deynfe  upon  the  Lys ;  he  fent  orders 
for  him  to  come  to  him  at  the  camp  within  an  hour  and 
an  half’s  march  of  Oudenarde,  from  whence  he' would 
fain  have  fet  out  at  midnight,  hoping  that  by  a  fpeedy 
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and  an  unfeen  march,  he  might  find  fomething  of  im-An.  i6;8. 
portance  to  do  on  the  Lys.  He  had  no  tidings  of  M.  1 

de  Gaffion’s  arrival  till  four  hours  before  day  •  and  as  he 
would  not  march  without  knowing  where  he  was,  left 
he  fhould  leave  him  too  far  behind,  he  fet  forward  only 
two  hours  before  day,  keeping  for  a  pretty  while  the 
road  to  Tournai  where  the  Prince  was  j  Don  John  and 
part  of  the  troops  had  march’d  to  Bruflels ;  we  were 
about  noon  near  Menin.  It  was  in  the  beginning  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ;  M.  de  Turenne  having  fent  thirty  of  his  horfe 
guards  to  learn  if  the  enemy  were  at  Menin,  they  brought 
him  two  prifoners  who  told  him  that  the  Prince  de  Ligne 
was  within  a  league  and  half  of  the  place  with  two  thou- 
fand  foot  and  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred  horfe  on  the  fame 
fide  the  river.  M.  de  Turenne  detach’d  the  regiments  of 
horfe  which  were  in  the  van,  to  ingage  them.  They  were 
that  of  the  Count  de  Roye  and  that  of  Melun  y  and  as 
a  great  many  Officers  happen’d  to  be  at  that  time  at  M. 
deTurenne’s  quarters,  they  join’d  the  detached  regiments 
in  the  action.  We  follow’d  them  full  gallop  with  the  ca¬ 
valry,  who  did  not  march  that  day  in  very  good  order. 

The  Prince  de  Ligne  had  always  been  with  that  corps  in 
Ypres,  and  as  the  enemy  believ’d  the  King’s  Army  in¬ 
tended  to  march  to  Bruflels,  that  Prince  was  to  have  en¬ 
ter’d  Tournai,  when  the  Prince  (of  Conde)  fhould  fet 
out  to  join  Don  John  at  Bruflels.  He  had  halted  from 
day-break  in  the  field  to  govern  himfelf  according  as  he 
fhould  hear  news  by  the  way  of  Tournai,  or  by  the  par¬ 
ties  he  had  fent  out  towards  the  King’s  Army,  who  re¬ 
turn’d  without  any  intelligence,  except  one  piece  of  ad¬ 
vice  that  arriv’d  juft  as  we  began  to  make  our  pufh  at 
them.  If  we  had  waited  till  fome  troops  were  got  toge¬ 
ther  before  we  had  charged  them,  ’tis  certain  the  ene¬ 
my  would  have  had  time  to  retreat ;  but  M.  de  Turenne 
having  commanded  the  foremoft  to  fall  on  without  flay¬ 
ing  for  dragoons  or  infantry,  he  left  them  no  room  to 
think  of  any  thing  elfe  but  making  head  juft  as  they  found 
themfelves  fituated  along  the  road ;  and  all  that  part  of 
the  Country  is  naturally  fo  made  that  there  is  no  going 
above  two  or  three  a-breaft.  The  firft  that  made  the 
onfet  were  fome  Officers  who  had  put  themfelves  at  the 
head  of  our  detachment ;  fome  of  thefe  were  killed. 

The  enemy’s  regiments,  Droot  and  Louvigny,  having 

4  got 
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An,  1658.  got  on  horfeback,  at  firft  repulfed  the  foremoft  troops 

»  1  -  of  the  guard.  The  Count  de  Roye  was  at  the  head  of 

his  regiment  which  behav’d  very  gallantly,  and  charg’d 
the  regiment  of  Louvigny  whofe  Meftre  de  Camp  was 
very  dangeroufly  wounded  and  taken  prifoner.  The 
Count  de  Roye  received  two  piftol-fhot  in  his  legs,  but 
broke  thro’  the  enemy’s  firft  fquadrons  :  the  regiments  of 
the  Queen,  Rennel  and  Crequi  followed,  at  the  head 
of  which  M.  d’Humieres  and  M.  de  Gadagne  put  them- 
felves,  as  likewife  de  la  Ferte’s  regiment  of  dragoons. 
The  enemy  feeing  our  troops  fecond  each  other  fo  clofe- 
3y  began  to  fall  into  diforder.  Their  infantry  which  were 
in  fome  inclos’d  fields,  made  but  a  forry  fire,  and  began  to 
throw  down  their  arms.  We  follow’d  them  to  a  bridge  on 
the  Lys  which  is  at  a  caftle  call’d  Commines  which  was 
held  by  the  enemy.  They  had  fome  baggage  and  pro- 
vifion-waggons  which  were  come  to  them  from  Lille, 
and  thefe  help’d  to  put  them  ftill  more  into  confufion. 
So  we  took  almoft  all  their  infantry,  whofe  number  a- 
mounted  to  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hundred,  their 
arms  and  their  colours  j  and  as  for  the  cavalry,  of  a  thou- 
fand  or  twelve  hundred  horfe  there  efcaped  not  above 
three  or  four  hundred  to  Ypres  with  the  Prince  deLigne, 
and  about  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  retir’d  to 
Lille ;  almoft  all  the  Officers  of  the  foot  were  taken, 
and  abundance  of  fcldiers  in  the  hedges  without  arms. 
As  people,  for  the  moft  part,  take  delight  in  talking, 
though  to  the  prejudice  of  their  own  party,  there  were 
divers  prifoners  whofaid  that  the  town  of  Ypres  was  nak¬ 
ed  and  unprovided.  M.  de  Turenne  was  at  firft  for  bring¬ 
ing  up  the  cannon  to  take  the  caftle  of  Commines,  but 
he  afterwards  alter’d  his  mind,  upon  M.  d’Humiere’s  tel¬ 
ling  him  fomething  might  be  done  at  Ypres.  We  march’d 
thither  diredtly,  left  that  very  night  fome  forces  fhould 
get  in  either  from  Armentieres,  or  of  the  ufual  garrifon, 
which  was  reinforced  by  the  troops  of  S.  Omer  and 
Aire  arriv’d  two  days  before,  or  by  thofe  of  the  Prince 
at  Tournai  which  is  not  above  five  leagues  diftance  from 
it.  Befides,  a  Secretary  of  the  Prince  de  Ligne  having  been 
taken,  we  found  about  him  divers  letters  from  the  Prince 
(of  Conde)  written  from  Tournai  the  preceding  day,  and 
the  night  before  the  fight,  wherein  he  gave  him  notice  of 
M.  de  Turenne’s  march  up  the  Scheld  :  but  tho’  it  has 

been 
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been  averr’d  by  many  that  he  caution’d  him  to  re  pafs  An. 
the  Lys,  and  poll  himfelf  lomewhere  fo  as  to  be  able  to  — 
enter  Ypres,  that  did  not  appear  by  thofe  letters.  And 
indeed  in  field-expeditions  it  is  impolfible  exactly  to  pre- 
fcribe  to  a  feparate  body,  how  to  govern  itfelf  in  each  ac¬ 
tion,  becaufe  every  different  motion  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
various  accounts  a  man  has  of  them,  ought  to  make  him 
alter  his  meafures,  and  there’s  no  giving  a  comman¬ 
der  other  than  general  rules,  the  reft  depending  on  his 
own  conduit  and  fortune.  Thus  the  Prince  of  Conde, 

I  am  apt  to  think,  had  not  prefcrib’d  any  thing  precifely 
to  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  who  had  fent  out  divers  parties 
to  learn  news  of  the  King’s  Army :  but  the  people  of 
Menin  fliut  the  gates  again  ft  one  of  thofe  parties  for  fear 
it  ihould  plunder  the  town,  and  another  not  having  got 
any  intelligence  return’d  to  the  enemy’s  camp  but  a  mo¬ 
ment  before  our  foremoft  troops  began  to  charge  them. 

It  was  purely  owing  to  the  great  diligence  wich  which 
we  march’d  againft  the  enemy,  that  they  could  learn  no 
news  by  their  parties. 

In  order  therefore  to  prevent  any  foldiers  being  thrown 
intoYpres,  M.  deTurenne  fent  inftantly  to  the  brigade 
of  M.  de  Podwitz  conlifting  of  eight  or  ten  l'quadrons, 
and  which  had  not  been  that  day  in  the  van,  to  refrefh 
their  horfes  an  hour  or  two,  during  which  time  he  went 
to  Menin  to  demand  paflage  for  the  troops ;  and  it  being 
a  place  half  razed  the  Burghers  made  no  manner  of  diffi¬ 
culty  to  comply.  There  is  a  bridge  on  the  Lys  which,  hav¬ 
ing  a  little  repair’d  it,  M.  de  Podwi  z  pafs’d  over  with 
twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  horfe  the  fame  day  as  the  fight 
happen’d,  and  was  almoft  at  the  beginning  of  the  night, 
or  at  leaft  before  the  next  day,  before  Yptes  on  the  road 
coming  from  Armentieres.  The  moment  he  arriv’d 
there,  he  faw  a  regiment  of  two  or  three  hundred  dra¬ 
goons  coming  from  Armentieres  to  get  into  the  place, 
but  he  was  fo  quick  as  to  prevent  them,  fo  that  not  above 
feven  or  eight  men  enter’d,  the  reft  were  either  taken 
or  retir’d  to  Armentieres.  M.  de  Turenne  had  alfo  fent 
M.  de  S.  Lieu  that  evening  with  a  brigade  of  horfe  to 
put  themfelves  on  the  way  from  Ghent  to  Ypres,  but  they 
met  nobody. 

That  night  the  Army  incamp’d  near  Menin,  which  is 
four  leagues  diftance  from  Ypre$ :  M.  Turenne  com- 
3  '  manded 
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An.  1658-  manded  that  they  fhould  keep  ready,  but  not  march, 

—  till  a  body  he  had  left  to  make  head  at  Toumai  and  to 

cover  the  baggage  of  the  Army,  had  join’d  him,  or  at 
leaft  till  he  heard  it  was  on  the  march.  In  the  morning 
we  heard  in  the  camp  a  great  noife,  as  of  a  magazin 
blown  up,  and  we  learnt  from  fome  who  were  on  a  ftee- 
ple,  that  it  was  at  Ypres  ;  this  added  to  our  defire  of 
haftning  thither  with  all  poftible  fpeed.  M.  de  Turenne 
left  in  Menin  a  thoufand  foot  and  five  hundred  horfe,  and 
fent  orders  to  M.  de  Gaflion  (who  with  eight  hundred  foot 
and  five  hundred  horfe  had  fet  out  from  Deynfe,  and  had 
rejoin’d  the  corps  which  was  about  Toumai)  to  go  to  Oude- 
narde,  what  troops  had  remain’d  here,  being  too  weak.  He 
inarch’d  himfelf  ftraight  to  Ypres,  commanding  that  all, 
except  what  was  left  at  Menin,  and  what  he  had  fent  to 
Oudenarde,  fhould  march  with  the  baggage.  The  Army 
could  not  arrive  till  very  late  before  Ypres.  Twelve  or 
fifteen  hundred  men  had  alfo  ft  aid  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  Schomberg,  to  guard  Bergues,  Furnes  and  Dix- 
muyde,  to  whom  orders  were  fent  to  come  to  Ypres, 
and  draw  near  the  Army  putting  thofe  places  in  a  ftate 
of  fafety.  M.  de  Turenne  was  very  weak  at  his  arrival 
before  Ypres ;  and  he  was  willing  to  preferve  Oudenarde, 
which  was  in  no  ftate  of  defence,  and  Menin,  which 
was  the  only  paflage  he  had  over  the  Lys.  When  the 
Cardinal  left  Dunkirk,  he  thought  it  advifeable,  and  M. 
de  T  urenne  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  to  leave  fome  re¬ 
giments  of  infantry  with  Marfhal  Schulemberg,  to  try 
if  they  could  form  a  blockade  at  Hedin.  We  knew  we 
might  depend  on  having  two  or  three  thoufand  more  foot 
from  that  fide  ;  and  the  enemy  was  in  fo  bad  a  condition, 
what  with  the  battle  of  the  Downs,  the  Prince  de  Ligne’s 
engagement,  and  fo  many  regiments  defeated,  and  parties 
beaten,  that  we  might  venture  to  attack  a  confiderable 
place  with  a  few  men.  There  were  no  tools  for  making 
trenches;  but  M.  de  Turenne  had  order’d  fome  regi¬ 
ments  of  horfe  to  look  out  for  fome,  as  they  march’d  by 
the  houfes  forfaken  by  the  peafants. 

The  evening  that  the  Army  got  before  Ypres,  we 
found  no  forage  at  all ;  yet  in  the  morning  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  made  the  tour  of  the  town,  and  all  the  troops  ar¬ 
riv’d.  We  broke  fome  avenues  as  well  as  we  could; 
and  tho’  we  were  inform’d  that  there  were  fix  or  feven 
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hundred  horfe  in  the  town  with  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  we  flat-  An. :  65  S. 
ter’d  ourfelves  a  little  with  refpect  to  the  number  of  foot,  .  - 

which  we  did  not  believe  to  be  above  three  or  four  hun¬ 
dred,  but  which  we  found  to  be  twelve  hundred  or  a 
thoufand;  a  great  many  of  them  were,  indeed,  but  Militia  j 
andfo  we  refolv’d  to  fit  down  before  the  place.  M.  Talon, 

Intendant  of  the  Army,  was  fent  to  Dunkirk  and  Grave- 
iin  to  fetch  tools  and  ammunition  and  cannon,  a  Field-Ar¬ 
my  not  having  a  fufficient  quantity  of  thofe  things  for  a 
fiege.  M.  de  Turenne’s  intention  was  not  to  apply  him- 
felf  ib  to  the  fiege  of  Ypres,  as  to  confine  the  operation 
of  the  campaign  to  that  alone,  and  abandon  Menin 
and  Oudenarde.  He  knew  that  the  enemy’s  weaknefs, 
occafion’d  by  fo  many  lofles,  had  put  them  into  a  con¬ 
dition  no  longer  to  be  fear’d,  as  an  Army  is  that  can 
form  enterprizes,  when  that  which  it  had  to  do  with 
is  engaged  in  a  fiege.  The  beginning  of  the  fiege  of 
Ypres  was  a  fort  of  a  blockade,  both  becaufe  tools  and 
ammunition  were  wanting,  and  becaufe  a  refolution  was 
taken  to  quit  it  with  part  of  the  Army,  in  cafe  the  ene¬ 
my  went  upon  any  enterprize.  In  order  to  be  the  more 
fecure  of  Menin,  which  was  the  only  paffage  to  Oude¬ 
narde,  as  foon  asM.  deSchombergwas  arriv’d  with  twelve 
or  fifteen  hundred  men,  which  he  had  about  Dixmuyde, 

M.  de  Turenne  fent  him  with  two  regiments  of  cavalry 
and  two  of  infantry,  to  re-inforce  the  garrifon  of  Menin, 
which  was  a  place  that  could  not  be  maintain’d  without  a 
great  many  men.  There  had  all  along  been  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  a  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  horfe  which  had 
been  at  St.  Venant.  They  received  orders  from  Mar¬ 
fhal  Schulemberg,  Governor  of  Arras,  whom  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  defir’d  to  advance  upon  the  Lys  while  he  made  the 
fiege  of  Ypres.  The  Marfhal  march’d  with  that  cavalry 
and  fome  regiments  left  about  Hedin,  and  drawing  out 
two  thoufand  foot  or  thereabouts  from  the  garrifon  of 
Arras,  he  came  and  incamp’d  within  two  leagues  of 
Ypres,  and  next  day  march’d  to  Menin.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  left  likewife  under  his  orders  the  troops  which 
were  there,  except  two  regiments  of  infantry  command¬ 
ed  by  M.  de  Schomberg,  which  he  drew  thence,  becaufe 
he  had  but  very  few  foot  for  the  fiege. 

Two  days  after,  there  came  fome  tools  from  about 
Calais  j  and  Marfhal  Schulemberg  brought  alfo  two  or 
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three  thoufand.  After  we  had  made  fome  ditches  be- 
.  foi  e  the  eafieft  and  moft  open  avenues ,  we  began 
the  fiege,  opening  the  trenches  by  favour  of  a  riling 
ground,  which  is  within  five  hundred  paces  of  the  place, 
and  capable  of  flickering  a  great  many  troops  behind  it. 
W e  open’d  two  trenches,  of  which  the  guards  had  the 
head  of  one,  and  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  troops,  which 
were  commanded  by  two  or  three  Lieutenant-Generals, 
had  the  head  of  the  other.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  the 
Cavalry  of  the  town  had,  the  evening  before,  made  a 
(ally,  wherein  M.  de  Chaioft  and  feme  Officers  were  very 
much  wounded,  but  the  fally  had  no  effect,  the  belieged 
having  been  repulfed  as  far  as  the  palifades  of  the  counter- 
fcarp.  Every  body  in  the  Army  of  any  rank  and  condition 
ran  to  the  charge,  and  all  behaved  themfelves  very  well. 
The  fecond  day  after  the  opening  the  trenches  we  ap¬ 
proach’d  very  near  the  counterfcarp  }  and  the  third,  be¬ 
ing  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  make  all  the  difpatch 
we  could,  for  fear  the  enemy  Ihould  have  time  to  look 
about  them,  and  attempt  fomeching  either  for  relief  of 
the  place,  there  being  no  circumvallation,  or  elfe  by  way 
of  diverlion,  M.  de  Turenne  refolv’d  to  carry  the  coun¬ 
terfcarp,  and  reinforced  the  two  attacks  with  five  hun¬ 
dred  Englilh,  of  which  there  were  about  fifteen  hundred 
in  the  camp.  At  rhe  beginning  of  the  night,  having  placed 
thefe  behind  the  befere-mention’d  riling  ground  between 
the  two  attacks,  they  march’d  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
French,  and  advanced  up  to  the  counterfcarp  in  a  front  of 
three  hundred  paces  extent,  with  a  great  quantity  of  grena- 
does.  The  enemy  made  not  much  refiitance,  having  put 
part  of  their  forces  into  the  half-moons,  in  one  of  which 
was  the  Prince  de  Ligne  with  a  great  many  Officers. 
The  French  and  Englilh,  not  fatisfy’d  with  being  makers 
of  the  counterfcarp,  attack’d  the  half-moons,  and  took 
three  of  them.  Some  Officers  of  the  enemy  were  taken 
prifoners,  and  the  Prince  de  Ligne  efcaped  with  difficul¬ 
ty  into  the  town,  by  means  of  a  plank  which  was  laid 
over  the  ditch,  full  of  water.  There  was  an  Englilh 
Captain  who  following  them  into  the  town,  and  believ¬ 
ing  them  to  be  fome  of  his  countrymen  or  French,  was 
taken,  being  got  a  good  way  within  the  place.  At  dawn 
of  day,  all  the  counierfcarps  fronting  the  attacks  and  three 
balf-moons  being  taken,  we  made  lodgments  there,  tho’ 
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we  had  but  indifferent  communication  with  either  the  An.  1658. 
half-moons  or  counterfcarps.  M.  de  Schomberg,  M.  de  -  -  -  ■ 

Gadagne  and  M.  d’Humieres  ferved  at  the  guards  at¬ 
tack,  who  acted  every  night  with  great  vigour-  and 
M.  de  Bellefons,  M.  de  Coudrai  Montpenfier  and  M.  du 
Brezis  ferv’d  at  the  attack  of  Piemont,  who  likewife  ac¬ 
quitted  themfelves  very  well. 

The  fourth  night  was  fpent  in  making  communications 
in  order  to  go  to  the  counterfcarps  and  half-moons,  and 
to  defcend  into  the  ditch  of  the  place.  The  fifth,  the 
cavalry  having  carried  a  good  number  of  fafcines,  and 
the  ditch  of  the  town  beginning  to  be  fill’d  at  the  guards 
attack,  thofe  within  delir’d  to  capitulate;  and  Colonel 
Droot  was  fent  to  M.  de  Turenne  with  fomeof  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Burghers.  He  granted  a  very  honourable  capitulati¬ 
on  to  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  who  march’d  out  the  next  day 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  fix  or  feven  hundred  horfe, 
and  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  foot,  who  were  condudL 
ed  to  Courtrai.  As  the  fiege  was  carried  on  briskly,  we 
loft  a  thoufand  men,  kill’d  or  wounded,  with  not  a  few 
Officers.  The  fiege  lafted  but  five  days ;  and  during  the 
feven  or  eight  days  that  we  had  lain  before  the  place  with¬ 
out  opening  trenches,  the  enemy  not  thinking  we  would  at¬ 
tack  it,  had  taken  no  meafures  to  relieve  it,  nor  even 
to  be  in  a  capacity  of  putting  themfelves  in  any  good 
pofture  in  cafe  it  ftiould  be  taken  :  lb  that  the  Prince  de 
Ligne  and  Don  John  of  Auftria  found  themfelves  at 
Tournai,  as  much  embarrafs’d  after  the  fiege  of  Ypres  as 
before,  plainly  feeing  that  the  feafon  would  not  fo  fbon 
oblige  the  King’s  Army  to  go  out  of  Flanders.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne,  not  to  lofe  time,  fent  on  the  very  day  of  the  ca¬ 
pitulation  two  thoufand  men  to  attack  the  caftle  of  Corn- 
mines  on  the  Lys ;  it  is  a  very  ftrong  caftle,  and  a  confi- 
derable  pafs.  The  day  after  the  garrifon  had  quitted 
Ypres,  he  march’d  with  the  whole  Army,  advancing  to¬ 
wards  the  Lys  to  favour  the  fiege.  One  Colonel  Ruther¬ 
ford  of  the  Scots  guards,  commanded  the  attack,  and  in 
three  days  time  oblig’d  thofe  of  the  caftle  to  furrender, 
and  there  march’d  out  fourfcore  men. 

M.  de  Turenne  leaving  a  garrifon  in  it,  pafs’d  the  Lys 
next  day  with  the  Army,  the  cavalry  whereof  was  greatly 
fatigued,  having  been  diftrefs’d  for  want  of  forrage  before 
Ypres.  He  ftopt  between  the  Lys  and  the  Scheld,  in  a 

place 
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An.  1658.  place  call’d  Turcom,  where  he  continued  five  or  fix  days, 

■—  having  found  therein  good  ftore  ot  corn  :  he  gave  in  the 
mean  while  orders  for  the  fortifying  of  Menin  and  Ou¬ 
denarde.  It  was  the  end  of  September^  and  tho:  thefea- 
fon  was  very  far  advanced,  it  was  neceffary  to  put  Oude- 
narde,  where  nothing  had  been  fo  much  as  begun,  into 
a  defeniible  ftate,  it  being,  as  every  body  knows,  within 
four  leagues  of  Ghent,  and  feven  of  Bruffels ;  the  houfes 
of  two  or  three  fuburbs  reaching  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
ditch,  and  there  being  a  mountain  towards  Bruffels,  which 
commands  at  half  a  musket-fihot  a  whole  fide  of  the  town, 
no  body  can  abide  without  the  walls  nor  on  t’other  fide 
the  ditch,  which  is  full  of  water. 

Marfhal  Schulemberg  having  ftaid  at  Menin  five  or  fix 
days  after  the  talcing  of  Ypres,  went  back  again  to  Arras, 
on  account  of  his  being  troubled  with  the  gout,  leaving 
all  the  troops  which  he  had  brought  with  him,  even  thofe 
of  his  garrifon,  at  Menin.  M.  de  Turenne  after  having 
ftaid  fome  days  atTurcoin,  and  left  only  a  thoufand  or 
twelve  hundred  men  in  Ypres,  without  difarming  any  of 
the  inhabitants,  relying  on  the  Army  which  ftill  remain’d 
to  make  head  againft  the  enemy,  march’d  to  a  place  on 
theScheld  named  Epiere,  between  Oudenarde  and  Tour- 
mi  ;  and  having  order’d  boats  to  be  brought  up  from 
Oudenarde,  he  there  made  two  bridges,  refolving  princi¬ 
pally  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  fortifying  of  Oudenarde, 
and  providing  it  with  military  ftores,  of  which  it  flood 
in  great  need.  To  this  end,  he  had  them  fetch’d  out 
of  France  by  Dunkirk  to  Ypres ;  the  Cardinal  to  whom 
he  had  fent  an  account  of  all  things,  being  very  glad  of 
fuch  good  fuccefs,  gave  the  neceffary  orders  for  the  fame. 

The  march  of  the  King’s  Army  to  the  Scheld 
threw  the  enemy  back  into  their  firft  confufion.  The 
Prince  continued  at  Tournai :  Don  John  of  Auftria  and 
the  Marquis  de  Caracena  went  with  fome  troops  to  Bruf¬ 
fels  and  Tenremonde,  which  is  a  place  on  the  Scheld  be¬ 
tween  Antwerp  and  Ghent,  for  which  the  enemy  were  in 
extreme  fear  :  they  placed  fome  troops  on  the  river  Tenre 
to  cover  Bruffels  (not  knowing  what  they  could  do  bet¬ 
ter)  till  the  bad  weather  fhould  oblige  the  King’s  Army 
to  retire.  The  place  where  it  was  incamp’d  was  very 
full  of  forrage,  on  both  fides  the  water  •  and  the  ammu- 
nition-brea§  which  came  by  Ypres,  was  brought  up  the 
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Scheld  by  Oudenarde.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  it  was  An.  1658. 
that  we  fell  heartily  to  work  at  the  fortifications  of  Ou-  '  ' rj' 

denarde.  M.  de  Rochepaire  whom  M.  de  Turenne  had 
left  to  command  therein,  being  a  very  underftanding 
man,  had  got  together  a  good  many  peafants  •  and  the 
Chevalier  de  Clerville,  who  had  great  skill  in  fortification, 
being  fent  thither,  they  began  coniiderable  works,  which 
in  every  one’s  opinion,  could  not  be  in  a  condition  before 
the  Army  retired.  But  the  works  advanced  beyond  all 
expectation.  There  were  every  day  employ’d  above  a 
thoufand  peafants,  befides  foldiers,  and  the  Army  was  at 
four  or  five  leagues  diftance,  to  cover  the  works  :  a  fuf- 
ficient  diftance  not  to  ruin  the  neighbouring  parts,  and 
thereby  put  the  garrilon  to  inconveniencies  in  the  winter. 

The  Army  ftaid  near  a  month  in  this  camp  on  the  banks 
of  the  Scheldt  and  it  being  within  three  leagues  of  Tour- 
nai,  where  was  the  Prince,  with  few  foot  indeed,  but  with 
two  or  three  thoufand  horfe,  and  within  four  leagues  of 
Courtrai,  where  was  a  large  body  of  horfe,  no  day  paffed 
without  fome  little  action  both  in  foraging  and  between 
parties  meeting  one  another,  in  all  which  the  King’s 
Army  continually  got  the  better. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  Don  John  of  Auftria 
having  had  intelligence  that  the  King’s  Army  intended  to 
decamp  from  Epiere,  where  it  had  continued  a  month, 
came  to  Courtrai  with  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  and 
fome  Cavalry  which  he  had  brought  from  Ghent, 
thinking  to  haften  the  more  by  his  approach  the  retreat 
of  the  Army.  M.  de  Turenne  had  refolved  to  continue 
as  Jong  as  he  could  in  this  camp,  and  afterwards  to  pafs 
beyond  the  Scheld,  towards  Bruffels,  tho’  the  feafon  was 
fo  far  advanced,  that  it  feemed  to  be  a  thing  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  do.  What  obliged  him  thus  to  lengthen  out  the 
campaign  all  he  could,  was,  his  having  receiv’d  letters 
from  the  Cardinal,  acquainting  him  that  the  King  and 
Queen  were  fetting  out  from  Paris  on  a  journey  to  Lyons, 
having  feen  the  affairs  of  Flanders  on  fo  good  a  footing, 
and  the  Cardinal  having  for  fome  time  paft  promifed 
Madam  de  Savoy  that  the  King  ihould  make  this  journey 
and  fee  the  Princefs  Margaret,  between  whom  and  his 
Majefty  a  match  had  been  for  fome  time  before  propof- 
pd  and  great  hopes  given  of  its  taking  effedt  :  M.  deTu- 
/ennq  being  thereupon  defirous  to  continue  the  campaign 
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8.  as  long  as  he  could,  tho’  in  a  very  bad  and  very  advanc- 

-*  ed  feafon,  he  pafs’d  the  Scheld,  and  tho’  he  had  informa¬ 
tion  brought  him  the  evening  before  he  did  fo,  that  Don 
John  was  arrived  at  Courtrai,  this  did  not  make  him  al¬ 
ter  his  refoiution ;  on  the  contrary,  it  fpurr’d  him  on 
the  more  to  it,  thereby  to  make  Don  John  go  back  to 
Bruffels.  At  break  of  day,  the  Army  began  to  pafs  over 
the  bridge.  He  had,  the  evening  before,  order’d  M.  de 
Podwicz  with  two  thoufand  horfe  and  fome  dragoons  to 
go  and  pafs  the  river  Tenre,  which  is  four  leagues  from 
the  Scheld,  and  the  like  diftance  from  Bruffels.  The 
enemy  had  two  or  three  regiments  on  the  other  fide,  ra¬ 
ther  to  give  intelligence  of  the  palling,  than  to  difpute 
it.  M.  de  Podwitz  took  a  part  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
that  would  have  retired,  and  lodged  himfelf  in  Gramont, 
which  the  Spaniards  abandon’d.  M.  de  Turenne  after  he 
had  puffed  the  Scheld,  left  the  infantry  and  baggage  of  the 
Army  near  it,  together  with  fome  cavalry  to  obferve 
Tournai,  where  the  Prince  ftill  was  ;  and  he  went  him¬ 
felf  with  part  of  the  cavalry  to  Ninove,  and  fent  M.  de 
Lillebonne  with  two  thoufand  horfe  and  two  hundred 
foot,  to  try  if  the  town  of  Aloft  could  be  made  to  open 
its  gates.  Two  hundred  foot  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  into  the  place,  having  hindred  the  Burghers  from 
furrendring,  M.  de  Turenne  fent  to  M.  de  Lillebonne  to 
come  and  join  him  at  Ninove,  not  being  inclined  in  this 
feafon  to  undertake,  with  fome  hazard  of  not  fucceeding, 
things  which  he  thought  to  be  of  no  fervice,  not  having 
any  intention  to  keep  that  place.  The  month  of  No¬ 
vember  being  now  far  {pent,  we  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of 
going  upon  any  further  enterprize ;  becaufe  it  was  neceffary 
to  confine  ourfelves  to  what  we  had  taken,  for  fear  of 
falling  into  an  inconvenience  which  the  winter  would 
have  produced  •  for  the  body  of  the  Army  going  out  of 
the  Country,  where  it  was  impoffible  it  could  winter  all 
together,  if  we  had  had  a  mind  to  keep  certain  pofts  which 
required  no  fiege  to  re-take  them,  becaufe  they  could  no 
longer  be  fuccour’d  by  the  Army,  we  fhould  infallibly 
have  loft  them  together  with  the  men  we  had  put  in  ’em, 
and  our  reputation  too  at  the  fame  time,  for  having  taken 
our  meafures  fo  ill.  And  therefore,  tho’  the  enemy  be¬ 
liev’d  we  meant  to  keep  Ninove  and  Gramont,  M.  de 
^Turenne  never  had  any  fuch  thought :  he 
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leaving  fome  troops  in  ’em,  whilft  the  Army  was  in  places  - 
where  it  might  fupport  ’em,  judging  it  likewife  very  ne-- 
ceflary  to  ruin  thofe  places  as  much  as  he  could,  that  the 
enemy  might  not  keep  troops  there  during  the  winter,  or 
if  they  did  fo,  it  fhould  be  but  a  very  fmall  number  and 
with  great  inconveniency  to  themfelves.  Befides,  the 
beforementioned  body  of  three  or  four  thoufand  horfe  be¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Army,  it  gave  more  facility  to  foraging, 
coop’d  up  Don  John  and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena,  with 
a  body  of  troops  in  Bruffels,  where  they  were  not  very 
fafe,  reduced  their  Army  in  their  own  Country  to  wifh 
as  much  as  that  of  the  King  for  winter-quarters,  and  ren¬ 
der’d  them  confequently  incapable  of  enterprising  any 
thing  on  the  conquer’d  places  when  we  were  return’d 
into  France.  The  troops  which  were  in  Tournai  and 
Courtrai  fuffer’d  fuch  inconveniencies ,  that  they  had 
more  need  to  leave  Flanders  and  go  to  the  Meufe,  to 
refrefh  themfelves,  than  the  King’s  troops  had  to  go  in¬ 
to  France. 

We  ftaid  all  November  in  thefe  places,  and  in  the 
mean  while  we  kept  working  at  Menin,  but  not  with 
that  application  as  at  Oudenarde,  in  which  place  M.  de 
Turenne  left  {even  or  eight  hundred  horfe,  and  two  or 
three  thoufand  foot.  In  the  beginning  of  December,  the 
Army  palled  the  Lys  at  Harlebeck,  within  a  league  of 
Courtrai  above  Ypres ;  Dunkirk,  Gravelin,  Bergues, 
Furnes  and  Dixmuyde  were  fo  remote  from  the  enemy 
that  we  thought  the  ordinary  garrifons  would  fuffice  to 
fecure  them.  The  King  was  now  at  Lyons  j  and  M.  de 
Turenne  might  retain  in  Flanders  or  fend  into  France 
all  the  troops  which  he  judg’d  proper ;  becaufe  the  King 
and  Cardinal  were  pleafed  to  give  him  a  difcretionary 
power  to  aft  as  he  thought  fit.  He  left  fix  or  feven  hun¬ 
dred  horfe  and  fifteen  hundred  foot  in  Menin,  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  Bellefons  :  he  went  to  Ypres  himfelf, 
with  twelve  companies  of  French  guards,  and  fix  regi¬ 
ments  of  Cavalry.  He  left  in  all  a  hundred  troops 
of  cavalry  in  the  conquer’d  places,  and  full  half  the  in¬ 
fantry,  confiding  of  five  thoufand  men.  He  led  the 
Army  as  far  as  Etaire  from  whence  it  return’d  into 
France  under  the  conduft  of  M.  de  Liflebonne,  M.  de 
Wirtemberg  and  M.  du  Coudrai,  who,  commanded  the 
(orps  of  Lorain,  He  return’d  to  Ypres,  and  ftaid  there 
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n.  1658  till  the  beginning  of  February  :  then  he  left  M.  de  Hu- 
—  mieres  at  Ypres,  the  government  whereof  the  King  had 
conferr’d  on  him  at  M.  de  Turenne’s  requeft  ;  he  left 
M.  de  Bellefons  in  Alenin,  with  orders  to  have  an  eye 
upon  Oudenarde  ;  and  M  de  Schomberg  was  to  take  like 
care  of  Bcrgues,  Furnes,  and  Dixmuyde.  The  commu¬ 
nication  continuing  free  between  all  thefe  places,  the 
body  of  Englifh  confifting  of  about  fifteen  hundred 
men,  was  fent  to  Amiens,  and  the  garrifon  of  Dunkirk  re¬ 
main’d  near  three  thoufand  foot  ftrong,  with  three  hundred 
horfe.  M.  de  Turenne  feeing  that  things  might  eafily  fub- 
fift  in  this  manner,  the  places  having  ftqre  of  all  things 
for  the  winter,  and  commerce  being  free  throughout  the 
whole  Country,  he  at  length  went  back  to  Paris,  where 
he  arriv’d  two  days  after  the  King’s  return  from  Lions, 
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RELATION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Campaign  of  FRIBOURG, 

By  the  Marquis  de  la  MOUSS  AYE. 


TH  E  battle  of  Rocroi  and  the  taking  of  Thion-  An.  1 644.' 
ville  had  re-eftablifh’d  the  reputation  of  the  arms  . 
of  France  in  the  Low- Countries :  the  Spanifh  in¬ 
fantry  was  ruin’d  :  a  terror  had  feiz’d  the  reft 
of  the  enemy’s  troops  ,  few  of  the  towns  in  Flanders 
were  in  a  condition  to  defend  themfelves  long  :  in  a  word, 
a  General  might  undertake  any  thing  with  luccefs.  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  had  this  command. 

In  Germany  it  was  quite  otherwife  ;  for  after  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  had  carried  iuccours  thither,  Marihal  de  Gue- 
briant  was  kill’d  before  Rotwil,  and  the  Army  remain’d 
with  no  other  Leaders  than  Rantzau  and  Rofe.  Rantzau 
had  courage  and  good  fenfe ;  he  had  likewife  a  certain 
natural  eloquence,  which  greatly  prevail’d  in  Councils  of 
War,  and  irrefiftibly  drew  others  over  to  his  opinion,  but 
his  condudl  was  not  always  anfwerable  to  his  difcourfe ; 
for  wine  oftentimes  made  him  commit  great  faults,  and 
render’d  him  uncapable  of  commanding.  He  had  put  the 
infantry  into  quarters  at  Tutinghen,  without  taking  an/ 
precaution  to  fecure  ’em  from  being  furpriz’d,  and  had 
quarrel’d  with  all  the  German  Commanders  :  the  Bavari¬ 
ans  and  Lorairters  fell  upon  him  before  he  was  in  the  lealfc 
apprized  of  their  march ,  and  John  de  Wert  having  forc¬ 
ed  him  to  yield  himfelf  with  his  troops,  all  the  Officers 
were  prifoners  of  war  :  the  German  cavalry  that  were 
difpers’d  in  divers  places,  retired  to  Brifac  under  the  con- 
dud  of  Rofe,  and  cook  up  their  winter-quarters  in  Lot 
$uh  and  Alface, 
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An  1644.  As  Toon  as  the  news  of  this  arriv’d  at  Court,  the  VtC- 
—  — — — '  count  de  Turenne  had  orders  to  go  and  gather  up  the 
broken  remains  of  that  Army,  and  take  on  him  the  com¬ 
mand  thereof.  He  fpent  the  whole  winter  in  re-efta- 
blifhing  it ;  but  notwithftanding  all  his  induftry,  he  was 
in  no  condition  to  oppofe  the  Bavarians  whofe  Army  was 
much  increas’d  after  Rantzau’s  defeat.  Merci  who  com¬ 
manded  it  feeing  himfelf  matter  of  the  field,  went  and 
invefted  Fribourg  which  was  unable  to  hold  out  a  long 
fiege. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  had  information  of  this  at  Am- 
blement  hard  by  Moufon,  and  receiv’d  orders  from  the 
Court  to  go  and  join  the  Army  of  Germany  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  relieve  this  place.  He  march’d  the  twentieth  of 
July  towards  Metz,  where  his  troops  pafs’d  the  Molelle 
and  left  their  heavy  baggage.  In  thirteen  days  march  he 
advanced  direefcore  and  eight  leagues,  and  got  to  Brifac 
with  fix  thoufand  foot  and  four  thoufand  horfe. 

The  Prince  learnt  by  the  way  that  Fribourg  was  fur- 
render’d  to  the  Bavarians,  that  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
was  incamp’d  very  near  them,  and  that  Merci  as  yet  made 
no  fhew  of  any  delign  to  change  his  quarters.  On  this 
advice,  he  advanced  towards  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
with  Marlhal  de  Gramont,  and  at  the  fame  time  order’d 
Marfin  to  pafs  the  Rhine  at  Brifac  with  the  Army,  the 
third  of  Auguft. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  ftaid  in  the  Vifcount’s  camp  no 
longer  than  was  neceflary  to  obferve  how  the  Bavarians 
were  potted,  and  to  refolve  in  what  manner  to  attack 
them.  He  return’d  to  his  Army  the  fame  day  it  patted 
the  Rhine,  and  the  day  following  he  march’d  to  execute 
an  enterpiize  he  had  formed  in  concert  with  the  Vifcount 
de  Turenne. 

Fribourg  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of 
the  Black  Foreft :  thefe  mountains  extend  themfelves 
here  in  the  fhape  of  a  crefcent,  and  in  the  midft  of  this 
fpace  you  fee  near  Fribourgh  admail  plain  bounded  on 
the  right  by  very  high  mountains,  and  furroundedon  the 
left  with  a  marfhy  wood.  T  his  plain  is  water’d  with  a 
fmall  brook  which  runs  along  the  skirts  of  the  wood,  and 
afterwards  falls  on  the  left  of  Fribourg  into  the  hollow 
of  a  valley  which  is  narrow  and  interfered  with  boggs 
and  woods.  Thofe  who  come  from  Brifac  cannot  enter 
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this  plain  but  by  defilees  at  the  foot  of  almoft  an  inacceffi- An.  1644. 
ble  mountain  which  commands  it  on  all  Tides,  and  the  "  ■ 
entring  it  by  the  other  roads  is  yet  a  matter  of  much 
greater  difficulty. 

Merci  had  polled  himfelf  in  this  advantageous  place  ; 
and  being  one  of  the  greateft  Captains  of  his  time,  he 
had  foigot  nothing  to  make  the  moil  of  this  iltuation. 

His  Army  coniifted  of  eight  thoufand  foot  and  feven 
thoufand  horfe.  He  had  flretch’d  his  camp  along 
the  brook ;  but  beiides  this  defence  and  the  advantage 
which  he  drew  from  the  wood  and  quagmires,  he  had 
fortify’d  it  towards  die  plain  with  a  large  intrenchment. 

There  was  no  getting  at  him  but  by  the  road-way  be¬ 
tween  Brifac  and  Fribourg,  and  consequently  there  was 
an  inevitable  neceffity  to  pais  by  the  foot  of  this  moun¬ 
tain  which  skreen’d  the  belt  part  of  his  troops :  for  which 
reafon  this  General  made  it  his  whole  bufinefs  to  put  that 
part  of  his  camp  out  of  a  poffibility  of  being  forced. 

In  the  declivity  towards  the  plain,  he  eredted  a  fort 
which  was  palifaded,  wherein  he  put  fix  hundred  men 
with  artillery :  by  this  means  he  fecured  that  part  of  the 
mountain  that  was  eafieft  of  accefs.  From  thence  he 
carry’d  a  linealong  the  fide  of  a  wood  of  fir-trees,  amend¬ 
ing  up  towards  the  top  to  a  place  where  it  was  impoffible 
to  pais.  This  line  was  defended  by  redoubts  every  two 
hundred  paces  ;  and  in  order  to  create  more  trouble  to 
fuch  as  ihould  attempt  to  force  it,  he  caus’d  to  be  fell’d 
and  laid  along  this  work  a  great  number  of  fir-trees,  the 
boughs  of  which  were  half  cut  and  twifled  one  within 
another,  and  had  the  fame  effedl  as  thofe  defences  call’d 
Chevaux  de  Frife  *. 

Between  this  mountain  which  the  French  Army  found 
on  the  right  and  another  which  was  nearer  Fribourg, 
there  was  a  deep  hollow  by  which  the  Bavarian  Camp 
might  have  been  enter’d  •  but  in  order  to  get  to  it  there 
was  a  neceffity  to  go  a  great  way  about,  and  pafs  through 
places  that  had  never  been  tried  before.  This  part  was  na¬ 
turally  fortify’d  by  a  broad  and  deep  water-courfe,  and 
Merci  had  contented  himfelf  with  felling  of  trees  and 
laying  them  crofs  that  ravin.  In  fhort,  no  camp  was 

*  Cbevaux  de  Frife  are  beams  ituck  with  iron-pointed  (takes  every  way, 
tvhivb  .present  their  points  like  a  hedgehog. 
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An.  1 644  ever  better  fituated  or  more  ftrongly  entrench’d  than 
— — » —  this  was. 

However,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  refolv’d  to  drive  Mercx 
out  of  it,  and  difpofed  his  attack  in  this  manner.  He 
was  to  march  with  all  bis  Army  againft  the  line  which 
ran  along  the  wood  of  fir  trees  on  the  mountain,  leaving 
the  fort  on  the  left  and  folely  applying  himfelf  to  carry 
the  redoubts  which  defended  the  line ,  to  the  end  that, 
after  he  had  gain’d  the  upper  ground,  which  commanded 
all  the  reft,  he  might  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  fort, 
and  defcend  in  battalia  into  the  camp  of  the  Bavarians. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  was  to  attack  the  line  of  trees 
which  defended  the  valley;  and  provided  both  attacks 
were  made  at  the  fame  time,  there  was  reafon  to  hope 
the  forces  of  the  enemy  being  feparated,  they  would  be 
at  a  lofs  to  defend  themfelves,  and  if  they  fhould  happen 
to  be  forced  on  the  fide  of  the  water-courfe,  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  coming  from  above,  and  the  Vifcount  de  Tu¬ 
renne  entring  the  plain  at  the  fame  time,  Merci  would 
not  be  able  to  withftand  them. 

As  foon  as  the  troops  were  arriv’d,  the  Duke  d’Enguien 
gave  orders  to  get  ready  during  the  night,  to  fight  the 
next  day.  The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  being  to  fetch  a 
great  compafs,  fet  forwards  before  break  of  day  ;  but  the 
difficulties  which  he  met  with  in  his  march  retarded  the' 
attacks  winch  the  two  Armies  were  to  make  at  the  fame 
time. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  difpofed  his  thus :  his  infantry 
was  compos’d  of  fix  battalions  of  eight  hundred  men 
each :  Efpenan,  Major  General,  was  commanded  with 
two  battalions  of  the  regiments  of  Perl'an  and  Enguien, 
to  make  the  firft  on  fet :  the  Count  deToumon,  Major- 
General,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  regiments  of 
Conti  and  Mazarin  to  fupport  Perfan  :  the  Duke  d’En¬ 
guien  referv’d  two  regiments  to  be  employ’d  as  occafion 
fhould  require,  and  Marflial  de  Gramont,  Marfin,  l’E- 
chelle  and  Mauvilli  remain’d  about  his  perfon.  Major- 
General  Palluau  fupported  the  whole  attack  with  En- 
guien’s  regiment  of  horfe,  and  the  gendarmes  were  poll¬ 
ed  at  the  entrance  of  the  plain  in  a  very  clofe  place  to 
hinder  the  Bavarians  taking  the  infantry  in  flank. 

In  order  to  go  to  the  enemy,  it  was  neceffiary  to  afeend 
&  veiy  fieep  hill  croft  a  vineyard,  wherein,  at  certain 
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earth,  and  ferv’d  the  Bavarians  inftead  of  fo  many  in-  ■  — ■ 

trenchments.  The  troops  nevertheiefs  that  were  com¬ 
manded  to  begin  the  attack,  mounted  into  this  vineyard 
and  pufh’d  on  to  the  intrenchment  of  the  fir-tree  wood, 
from  behind  which  the  Bavarians  made  an  extraordinary 
fire.  The  French  infantry  could  not  force  the  before- 
mention’d  fortification  of  trees  plafh’d  together  without 
lofing  a  great  many  men,  and  even  without  being  put  in¬ 
to  diforder. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  drawing  near  to  fee  what  effect 
this  attack  had,  took  notice  that  the  firft  line  of  his  men 
began  to  dagger,  and  that  they  were  partly  within  that 
intrenchment  of  firs  before  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  partly 
without,  neither  flying  nor  advancing:  they  were  even 
beginning  to  file  off  to  the  right  along  the  camp  of 
the  Bavarians,  in  order  to  go  and  fall  upon  them  from 
the  top  of  the  mountain  •  but  the  Prince  having  himfelf 
perceived  before,  that  there  was  no  forcing  that  place, 
judged  that  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprise  depended  wholly 
on  carrying  the  enemy’s  line  in  the  middle. 

He  therefore  refolv’d  to  begin  a  new  attack  with  what 
was  left  of  the  firft  regiments,  tho’  he  had  no  more  than  two 
hear  his  perfon,  and  thefe  were  almoft  difeouraged  at  what 
they  had  feen.  At  firft  it  look’d  like  a  fort  of  temerity  to 
undertake  with  two  thoufand  difhearten’d  men  to  force 
three  thoufand  who  were  well  intrench’d  and  proud  of 
the  advantage  they  had  juft  gain’d  ;  but  there  was  no  o- 
ther  way  to  bring  off  thofe  who  had  paffed  the  firft  in¬ 
trenchment  of  firs  :  and  had  the  Duke  d’Enguien  aban¬ 
don’d  them,  he  muft  have  retir’d  with  the  mortification 
of  having  fail’d  in  his  enterprize  and  facrificed  to  no  pur- 
pofe  the  beft  part  of  his  infantry  ;  befide  that  the  whole 
Bavarian  Army  would  have  fallen  on  the  Vifcount  deTu- 
renne,  having  only  him  to  defend  themfelves  againft. 

The  Prince  makes  all  thefe  reflections  in  an  inftant, 
alights  from  his  horfe,  puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
regiment  of  Conti  and  marches  againft  the  enemy  :  the 
Count  de  Tournon  follow’d  by  Caftelnau  Mauviiiere  does 
the  fame  with  the  regiment  of  Mazarin  :  Marfhal  de  Gra- 
mont,  Marfln,  l’Echelle,  Mauvilli,  la  Mouflaye,  Jerfe, 
the  Chevaliers  de  Chabot  and  Gramont,  Iligni,  Meilles, 
JaBaulme,  Tourvdle,  Barbantane,  Desbrotteaux,  Alpre- 
i  morit 
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■  —  neral  difmount.  This  adticn  gives  the  foldiers  frefh 

courage  ;  die  Duke  d’Enguien  is  the  firft  that  paffes  the 
fence  of  fir-trees  y  all  the  reft  after  his  example,  throw 
themfelves  in  crowds  over  this  intrenchment,  and  thofe 
that  defended  the  line  run  all  away  into  the  wood  by  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  night  which  was  now  coming  on  apace. 

After  this  firft  advantage,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  mounted 
into  a  redoubt  which  he  found  abandon’d  •  but  the  filiati¬ 
on  he  faw  himfelf  in  was  almoft  as  dangerous  as  the  action 
he  had  juft  perform’d.  One  part  of  his  infantry  had  been 
kill’d,  the  other  had  left  their  ranks  to  purfue  the  run¬ 
aways  towards  the  wood  ;  the  enemy  were  ftill  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  fort  where  they  had  planted  artillery  •  and 
Merci  might  have  come  and  charg’d  the  Prince’s  troops 
in  the  diforder  they  were  in  y  but  perhaps  the  approach  of 
the  night  hinder’d  him  from  taking  this  advantage. 

While  there  was  yet  a  little  day-light  remaining,  the 
Duke  d’Enguien  got  his  infantry  together,  fortify’d  the 
redoubts  he  had  juft  taken,  and  notwithftanding  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  the  way  he  made  his  cavalry  afcend  upon  the 
eminence  which  he  poffefs’d.  After  all  his  troops  had 
join’d  him,  he  order’d  a  great  founding  of  trumpets  and 
kettle-drums  to  be  made,  to  let  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
know  that  his  Army  had  completely  gain’d  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  he  difpofed  all  things  for  renewing  the 
fight  next  day. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  on  his  fide  had  attack’d  with 
a  great  deal  of  vigour  the  fence  of  the  fell’d  trees  which 
were  in  the  valley,  between  the  mountain  which  the 
Duke  d’Enguien  had  carried  and  that  which  was  near 
Fribourg  :  but  Merci  not  imagining  that  we  could 
force  his  camp  by  the  mountain  towards  Brifac  in  the 
condition  he  had  put  it,  had  carry’d  his  principal  force  to¬ 
wards  the  valley ;  and  this  is  what  commonly  happens 
in  attacking  of  lines  •  that  part  which  was  thought  to  be 
llrongeft  is  firft  carried.  The  place  was  lpacious  enough 
behind  his  intrenchment  to  draw  up  his  troops  in  order 
of  battle,  and  though  the  Vifcount  deTurenne’s  At  my 
fhould  have  pufh’d  the  infantry  that  defended  the  entrance, 
the  whole  Bavarian  cavalry  might  have  fiipported  them 
Without  breaking  their  fquadrons.  The  Vifcount  de  Tu¬ 
renne  met  with  fo  vigorous  a  refiftance,  that  he  was 

'  never 
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never  able  to  force  the  Bavarians :  fometimes  he  won  a  poft,  4n .  j  644. 
and  then  loft  it  again;  and  thus  his  attack  was  nothing 
but  skirmifhing,  nor  was  he  able  to  enter  their  intrench- 
ments,  tho’  he  fhew’d  on  this  occafton  all  that  the  cou¬ 
rage  and  conduct  of  a  great  Captain  can  do  to  furmount 
the  diiadvantage  of  numbers  and  the  ground. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  heard  from  the  top  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  the  noife  of  this  attack,  and  prepar’d  himfelf  for 
an  engagement  the  next  day.  His  deiign  was  to  fall 
down  from  the  heighths  upon  the  camp  of  the  Bavarians, 
and  to  caufe ’em  to  turnagainft  him  a  part  of  their  forces, 
thereby  to  facilitate  to  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  plain :  Every  body  fet  himfelf  about  this 
enterprise  as  to  a  certain  victory,  it  being  next  to  im- 
poflible  for  Merci  to  fuftain  two  attacks  at  the  fame  time, 
one  whereof  would  come  from  above  and  pour  upon  his 
Army  in  the  rear,  whilft  the  other  attack’d  it  in  front. 

Merci,  however,  got  clear  of  this  danger  by  a  more 
than  ordinary  diligence  ;  he  removed  his  troops  to  the 
mountain  near  Fribourg,  and  before  day  got  his  cannon 
out  of  that  fort,  which  was  below  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s 
Army,  without  the  French  Generals  having  any  notice  of 
it  :  fo  that  they  were  furprized  the  next  day  to  fee  the 
Bavarians  intrenching  themfelves  on  the  mountain  adjoin¬ 
ing  to  Fribourg,  and  to  find  their  camp  deferted  and  their 
fort  forfaken. 

The  Duke  d’Eflguien  feeing  the  Vifcount  deTurenne’s 
troops  fpread  up  and  down  the  plain,  went  immediately 
down  to  them  ;  the  Army  followed  him,  and  he  had 
fcarce  taken  a  nearer  view  of  die  places  before  he  was 
inform’d  by  the  firing  of  cannon  from  the  Bavarians  new 
camp,  that  they  had  entire  poffeflion  of  the  mountain 
clofe  by  Fribourg.  Upon  this  noife,  the  Duke  d’Enguien, 
vex’d  that  he  had  mifs’d  his  aim,  drew  up  his  Army  in 
battalia,  notwithftanding  it  had  rain’d  hard  all  night  long; 
but  feeing  how  much  his  troops  were  fatigued  with  fight¬ 
ing  and  with  bad  weather,  he  put  off  till  next  day  the 
driving  the  enemy  from  their  new  intrenchments  :  and 
fo  our  Army  had  the  remaining  part  of  the  day  and  all 
the  night  to  take  a  little  repofe,  and  to  prepare  them¬ 
felves  for  the  moft  perillous  adtion  that  has  been  feen  in 
all  the  la  ft  wars.  On  the  right  hand  of  Fribourg,  com¬ 
ing  from  Brifac,  there  is  a  where  one  third  of 
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* - - ceeding  fteep  the  other  part  of  it.  Towards  the  fummit, 

there  is  a  fpace  of  ground  very  even  and  capable  of  con¬ 
taining  three  or  four  thoufand  men  in  battalia.  At  the 
end  of  this  little  plain  there  are  fome  ruins  of  a  tower, 
at  the  foot  whereof  the  higheft  mountain  of  the  black 
Fore!!  begins  to  rear  itfelf  infenfibly  :  but  as  it  removes 
very  far  off  in  proportion  as  it  rifes,  it  has  at  top  but  a 
very  fmall  command  over  this  plain. 

Merci  had  polled  the  large!!  body  of  his  infantry  about 
this  tower  ;  the  reft  was  incamp’d  behind  a  wood  on  the 
right  approaching  to  Fribourg;  his  cavalry  was  placed 
from  the  wood  to  the  walls  of  the  town  :  in  lhort,  this 
General  had  as  well  husbanded  the  advantages  of  ground 
in  this  poll  as  he  had  done  in  the  former.  He  had  like- 
wife  added  to  defend  it  all  the  inventions  which  the  art 
of  war  and  the  conveniency  of  the  woods  could  furniffi 
him  in  fo  fmall  a  time.  The  lines  which  he  had  made 
during  the  fiege,  ferv’d  him  in  part  to  lhut  up  this  new 
camp,  and  he  had  only  to  foftify  that  fide  which  faced 
the  valley.  Here  he  placed  feveral  rows  of  trees  which  he 
had  caufed  to  be  fell’d,  and  their  branches  twined  in  one 
another  :  his  bell  infantry  was  behind  this  intrenchment 
fupported  by  his  cavalry,  the  fquadrons  whereof  took  up 
all  the  reft  of  the  ground  between  thefe  rows  of  trees  and 
the  town. 

As  foon  as  it  was  day,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  approach’d 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  where  Merci  was  intrench’d, 
and  took  by  the  way  fome  redoubts  which  the  enemy’s 
dragoons  were  ftill  guarding  in  the  valley.  Turenne’s  Army 
had  the  van-guard  that  day,  and  was  to  make  the  greateft 
effort.  Lieutenant-General  d’Aumont  commanded  the 
infantry ;  l’Echelle,  Marlhal  de  Bataille,  march’d  at  the 
head  of  all  with  a  thoufand  musketeers  detach’d  from 
both  Armies  :  he  was  commanded  to  attack  the  intrench¬ 
ment  which  cover’d  the  large!!  body  of  the  Bavarian  in¬ 
fantry  near  thofe  ruins  of  a  tower.  This  was  the  moft  ac- 
ceffible  place  by  which  they  could  be  come  at ;  for  which 
reafon  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  order’d  all  the  cannon  of 
the  Weymarians  to  march  that  way. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien’s  body  of  infantry,  under  the 
condud!  of  Efpenan,  was  commanded  to  force  the  fence 
of  the  fell’d  trees.  Between  thefe  two  attacks,  there 

was 
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to  favour  the  two  real  attacks.  Rofe  fupported  the  in- _ __ 

fantry  with  the  Weymarian  cavalry,  Marfhal  de  Gra- 
mont  had  orders  to  keep  in  the  plain  in  order  of  battle 
with  the  French  cavalry  to  take  his  meafures  according 
to  the  event. 

The  camp  of  the  Bavarians  gave  them  great  advantages, 
both  for  defence  and  offence  :  their  infantry  was  cover’d 
on  all  fides  ;  one  of  their  wings  was  fupported  by  the  ar¬ 
tillery  and  musketry  of  the  town  •  the  other  wing  was 
ported  on  a  mountain  the  heighth  whereof  was  alone  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  iecurity  of  troops  which  poffefs’d  it :  but 
they  had  fo  great  an  extent  of  intrenchments  to  defend, 
that  their  infantry,  weaken’d  by  the  fatigues  of  the  fiege 
and  former  encounters,  was  not  fufficientto  defend  their 
camp.  L’Echelle  had  already  caufed  the  artillery  of  his 
attack  to  play,  and  only  waited  for  the  rear  and  the  fig- 
nal  to  begin  the  fight.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  had  order’d 
all  the  attacks  to  be  made  at  the  fame  time :  l’Echelle 
was  order’d  not  to  march  up  to  the  enemy  till  he  heard 
the  noife  of  the  musketry  on  the  fide  of  the  fence  ot 
fell’d  trees  and  of  the  falfe  attack  in  the  middle  :  but  an 
unforefeen  accident  (as  very  often  happens  in  the  beft- 
concerted  enterprises  in  war)  fruftrated  all  the  Duke 
d’Enguien’s  orders,  and  faved  the  Bavarians  from  a  gene¬ 
ral  overthrow. 

While  the  rear  was  waited  for  (which  could  not  come 
up  by  reafonof  the  badnefi  of  the  ways)  the  Duke  d’En¬ 
guien,  follow’d  by  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  and  Marlhal 
de  Gramont,  was  got  upon  the  higheft  mountain  to  take 
a  view  of  the  ground  behind  the  enemy’s  Army,  and  fee 
their  order  of  battle.  In  his  abfence,  Efpenan  detached 
fome  men  to  make  a  falfe  attack  on  a  little  redoubt, 
which  was  in  his  way  to  go  to  the  Bavarians ;  tho’  at  firft 
he  had  fent  but  very  few  men,  yet  the  fight  on  both  fides 
infenfibly  became  general }  for  the  enemy  fupported  thofe 
who  defended  their  redoubt ;  and  Efpenan  re-inforced 
thofe,  who  attackt  it  :  at  length  it  grew  to  fo  warm  a 
skirmifh  here,  that  at  the  noife  l’Echelle  thought  it  high 
time  to  begin  the  battle,  and  his  error  overturn’d  all  the 
defigns  of  that  day. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  feeing  from  the  heighth  where  he 
\vas  the  enemy’s  mountain  all  in  fraoke  and  fire,  con¬ 
cluded 
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r  -  '  ‘..inA  that  his  orders  had  not  been  well  executed.  He 
runs  into  the  thickeft  of  the  engagement,  finds  l’Echelle 
dead,  and  his  troops  not  daring  either  to  fight  or  retire. 
To  repair  this  diforder,  he  commands  the  Count  deTour- 
non  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thefe  difmay’d  troops, 
and  affure  them  that  he  will  come  himfelf  to  fupport 
them  with  a  powerful  fuccour.  The  Prince’s  prefence 
gave  the  foldiers  frefh  courage  ;  the  Bavarian  infantry 
began  to  bend  and  give  way.  Two  battalions  of  that 
body  of  foot  that  was  to  fuftain  thofe  who  defended  the 
intrenchment  had  already  caus’d  their  colours  to  turn  a- 
bout,  and  had  all  the  appearances  of  men  wholly  intent 
upon  making  their  efcape-  but  thofe  that  lined  the  in- 
trenchment  made  fo  furious  a  fire,  that  the  French  infantry 
loft  heart :  thofe  that  were  fartheft  off  began  to  retreat, 
the  others  took  a  fright,  and  many  even  of  the  Officers 
themfelves  ran  away. 

In  vain  did  the  Generals  tell  them  of  the  diforder 
which  was  feen  in  the  Bavarian  camp,  in  vain  did  they 
prefs  them,  threaten  them,  drag  them  to  the  fight.  When 
once  a  foldier  is  feiz’d  with  fear,  he  no  longer  either  fees 
his  General’s  example,  or  hears  his  orders.  The  Duke 
d’Enguien  was  forced  to  put  an  end  to  the  attack  and 
draw  off  his  troops.  This  adtion  was  extremely  hazard¬ 
ous  to  the  Prince  and  all  thofe  who  accompanied  him ; 
for  he  was  always  on  horfeback  within  thirty  paces  of 
the  enemy’s  intrenchments  :  ;  Accordingly,  of  twenty 
perfons  that  were  about  him,  there  was.  not  one  but  who 
brought  away  fome  tokens  of  the  danger  to  which  he 
had  been  expos’d. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  had  the  pummel  of  his  faddle 
fhot  away  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  the  fcabbard  of  his  fword 
broke  by  a  musket-ffiot.  Marffial  de  Gramont  had  his 
horfe  kill’d  under  him,  and  all  the  reft  were  wounded. 
Yet  did  not  this  event  at  all  difeourage  the  Prince :  he 
only  alter’d  the  defign  of  his  attack,  and  inftead  of  mak¬ 
ing  his  grand  puffi  at  the  line,  as  he  had  refolv’d  in  the 
morning,  he  order’d  the  principal  attack  to  be  made  at 
the  intrenchment  of  the  fell’d  trees.  D’Aumont  was 
commanded  to  keep  the  Bavarians  in  play  with  the  troops 
which  had  been  juft  fighting,  by  making  a  diverfion  in 
the  fame  place  where  the  firft  attack  had  mifearry’d.  The 
1  Duke 
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Duke  d’Enguien  and  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  with  the  An 
whole  body  of  infantry  led  by  Mauvilli,  Marfhal  de  Ba-  — 
taille,  fupported  by  the  gendarmes  and  Rofe’s  cavalry, 
inarch’d  directly  to  the  fell’d  trees. 

Hardly  had  the  foremoft  men  of  this  new  attack  en¬ 
ter’d  the  wood,  when  the  Bavarians  made  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  fire  :  yet  the  french  march’d  on  in  very  good  or¬ 
der,  to  try  to  force  thefe  intrenchments.  After  having 
feveral  times  driven  the  enemy  before  ’em,  and  been 
as  often  repulfed  by  them,  at  laid,  Gafpard  de  Merci, 
Major-General  of  their  horfe,  was  forced  to  make  all 
his  troopers  alight,  to  fupport  his  infantry  which  began  to 
ftirink:  then  did  the  conflict  grow  fiercer  than  before; 
both  lides  fired  with  fo  much  fury,  that  all  things  were 
confounded  in  noife  and  fmoke,  and  they  could  no  longer 
diftinguifh  one  another,  but  by  the  flafiiing  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  musketry  :  the  woods  all  around  refounded  with 
a  dreadful  roaring,  which  added  ftill  more  to  the  horror 
of  the  fight.  The  foldiers  were  fo  fiercely  bent,  the  one 
to  force,  the  other  to  defend  the  intrenchment,  that  if 
night  had  not  come  on,  there  would  have  been  the  great- 
eft  (laughter  that  has  been  feen  in  our  time. 

:  The  French  gendarmery  perform’d  a  very  gallant  ac¬ 
tion  ;  la  Boulai  commanded  them  :  he  led  his  fquadrons 
up  to  the  very  edge  of  that  intrenchment  of  trees ;  and, 
notwithftanding  the  enemy’s  fire,  they  skirmifti’d  a  good 
while,  making  ufeof  their  piftols  only.  Never  was  there 
an  engagement,  where,  without  coming  to  clofe  fight, 
fo  many  fell  on  both  fides :  here  the  French  loft  Mau¬ 
villi,  and  the  Bavarians  Gafpard  de  Merci,  their  General’s 
brother. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  having  led  back  his  Army  into 
the  camp,  applied  his  thoughts  wholly  to  cut  off  the  pro- 
vifions  of  the  Bavarians,  and  thereby  oblige  them  to  re¬ 
tire  from  fo  advantageous  a  poft.  The  troops  had  four 
days  to  refrefh  themfelves;  and  the  wounded,  who  were 
very  numerous,  were  carried  to  Brifac,  to  the  end  that 
nothing  might  remain  in  the  camp  which  could  retard  the 
defign,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  had  formed. 

The  mountains  of  the  Black  Foreft  take  their  begin¬ 
ning  in  Switzerland,  and  follow  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine, 
till  they  join  themfelves  to  the  hills  which  are  op  the 
banks  of  the  Neckar ;  thefe  mountains  ftretch  a  great 
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- - Countries  through  which  they  extend  themfelves  than  it 

is  in  others  •  their  greateft  breadth  is  ten  or  twelve  leagues 
from  Fribourg  to  Filinghen.  Thefe  towns  have  no  com¬ 
munication  but  by  a  valley  very  narrow  and  incommodi¬ 
ous  for  the  march  of  an  Army  :  yet  this  was  the  place  by 
which  Merci  would  in  all  probability  make  his  retreat : 
he  had  not  dared  to  attempt  it  in  view  of  the  French 
Army.  Thus,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  believ’d  that  by 
flopping  up  this  way  from  Fribourg  to  Filinghen,  he 
fhould  deprive  him  of  provifions  and  forage,  and  force 
him  either  to  come  to  a  general  batde,  or  retire  in  dif- 
order. 

The  ninth  of  Auguft,  the  Prince  march’d  his  Army  to¬ 
wards  Langendentzling  :  the  village  which  bears  this  name 
is  fituated  on  the  moft  acceffible  of  all  thefe  mountains. 
This  piace  was  very  fit  for  diltreffing  the  Bavarians,  or  for 
fighting  them  in  their  retreat.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  might 
have  provifions  from  Brifac,  in  cafe  he  engag’d  him- 
felf  farther  within  the  mountains  ;  but  the  way  by  which 
he  mull:  enter  that  valley  was  extremely  difficult,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  moraffes  which  the  woods  are  full  of ;  be- 
fides  that  the  van  of  the  Army  being  once  got  into  thefe 
woods,  and  having  paffed  the  brook  which  runs  along 
their  skirts,  the  rear  would  be  expofed  to  the  Bavarians, 
and  the  reft  of  the  troops  not  able  to  affift  them  any 
manner  of  way. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  ufed  all  the  precautions  which 
the  difadvantage  of  the  ground  and  the  prefence  of  fio  vi¬ 
gilant  an  enemy  required.  The  troopers  not  being  able 
to  march  but  one  by  one,  and  very  often  on  foot,  lead-. 
Ing  their  horfes,  the  Prince  placed  a  large  body  of  infantry 
in  the  rear  of  the  Army,  to  fupport  the  rear  of  the  ca¬ 
valry  :  he  likewife  polled  platoons  of  musketeers  on  the 
wings,  to  defend  the  paffes  by  which  the  Bavarians  might 
come  and  charge  them. 

No  fooner  did  day-light  appear,  but  the  Vifcount  de 
Turenne  caus’d  his  Army  to  march,  he  having  the  van' 
that  day.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  had  the  care  of  making 
the  retreat,  and  kept  himfelf  in  prefence  of  Merci’s  Ar¬ 
my  till  all  his  troops  were  paffed ;  and  after  having  in 
this  manner  crofs’d  thofe  morafles  and  woods,  he  re-join’d 
the  van  at  Langendentzling,  without  the  Bavarians  mak- 
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ing  the  leaft  attempt  to  dilpute  with  him  either  the  paf-  An.  1644. 
lage  of  the  brook,  or  the  entrance  of  the  wood. 

Merci  having  obferved  the  march  of  the  French, 
immediately  gueffed  the  reafons  of  it :  as  he  was  one 
of  the  ableft  and  moft  expert  Generals  in  the  world, 
he  did  not  fail  to  judge  that  his  fafety  lay  in  preventing 
the  Duke  d’Enguien,  and  not  in  oppoling  his  palling  a  de¬ 
file.  He  had  but  juft  time  enough  to  retire  before  the 
foremdft  troops  of  the  French  van  could  be  up  with  him ; 
and  this  in  all  likelihood  was  what  hindered  him  from  at¬ 
tacking  the  rear.  As  foon  as  he  faw  it  march,  he  made 
his  Army  decamp,  keeping  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
and  ordering  his  baggage  to  be  conducted  thro’  the  val¬ 
ley  of  St.  Pierre,  which  leads  to  Filingben. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  being  appriz’d  of  Merci’s  march, 
did  all  he  could  to  haften  his  own  ■  but  he  had  almoft  in- 
fuperable  mountains  to  climb  over,  in  order  to  ftop  up  the 
enemies  way,  and  his  troops  were  fatigued  ;  lo  that  he  was . 
conftrain’d  to  detach  Role  in  all  hafte  with  eight  hun¬ 
dred  horfe,  only  to  amufe  the  Bavarians  and  gall  them  in 
their  retreat,  while  the  reft  of  the  Army  were  palling  the 
defiles. 

Rofe  executed  this  order  with  vigour,  and  began  to 
skirmifh  with  the  Bavarians  at  theAbbyof  S.  Pierre.  As 
foon  as  he  was  come  up  with  the  enemy,  he  fent  to  let 
the  Duke  d’Enguien  know  that  he  was  at  their  heels. 

The  French  Army  were  filing  off  thro’  a  very  narrow 
valley,  at  the  end  of  which  they  were  necelfitated  to  al- 
cend  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  lb  fteep  and  fo  woody, 
that  there  was  no  palling  but  fingly  one  after  another. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  however  furmounted  all  thefe  dif¬ 
ficulties  ;  and  his  van  was  no  fooner  on  the  top  of  this 
mountain,  but  it  difcover’d  the  Bavarians  in  battalia,  and 
Rofe  almoft  touching  their  rear. 

To  go  from  this  mountain,  where  the  van  of  the  Duke 
d’Enguien’s  Army  had  halted,  to  the  place  where  the  Ba¬ 
varians  had  polled  themfelves,  it  was  neceilary  to  pafs 
two  defiles,  between  which  there  is  a  fpace  capable  of 
containing  four  fquadrons  together:  to  get  to  this  opening, 
one  mull  go  down  a  very  narrow  hollow  way,  and  one 
afcends  from  it  by  another  more  difficult  way  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  a  plain,  where  Rofe’s  cavalry  was  skirmifhing 
fvith  the  rear  of  the  Bavarians, 
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An.  1644.  Merci  had  no  fooner  difcover’d  the  foremoft  batta- 
1  ■  lions  of  the  French  van  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  but 
he  rightly  judg’d,  that  the  whole  Army  was  behind  -y  and 
as  Rofe  extremely  annoyed  the  hindmoft  troops  of  his 
rear,  he  refolv’d  to  get  clear  of  him  by  a  vigorous  effort, 
before  the  Duke  d’Enguien  came  nearer  and  had  got 
troops  together  to  lupport  him ;  and  in  order  to  crufh 
him  at  once,  Merci  made  his  whole  Army  face  a- 
bout  to  the  right,  and  march  again  ft  Rofe’s  cavalry. 
Rofe,  inftead  of  haftning  back  into  the  defile,  rally’d 
his  fquadrons ;  and  with  feven  or  eight  hundred  horfe 
had  the  boldnefs  to  encounter  in  a  plain  the  whole  Bava¬ 
rian  Army.  Fie  had  the  enemy’s  Army  and  a  plain  be¬ 
fore  him ;  on  the  right,  the  high-way  to  Filinghen,  fill’d 
with  the  Bavarian  baggage ;  on  the  left,  a  great  precipice, 
and  behind  him,  the  defile  by  which  only  he  could  re¬ 
join  the  Duke  d’Enguien.  Rofe  prefently  detached  one 
of  his  fquadrons  to  unteam  the  waggons  of  the  enemy’s 
baggage  ;  and  with  thofe  he  had  remaining  with  him, 
he  charg’d  the  foremoft  of  the  Bavarian  Army :  but  in 
order  to  prefer ve  to  himfelf  a  free  entrance  into  the 
defile,  he  left  four  fquadrons  there,  behind  whom  he  re¬ 
tired,  after  having  thrice  charged  with  the  reft.  Thefe 
four  fquadrons  fuftain’d  the  fhock  of  the  Bavarians  with¬ 
out  being  moved,  till  the  reft  of  his  cavalry  had  enter’d 
pell-mell  into  the  defile-  at  length,  of  the  four  fquadrons, 
Rofe  left  but  two  to  defend  this  paffage,  who  after  an  in¬ 
credible  refiftance,  feeing  the  reft  out  of  danger,  threw 
themfelves  down  the  precipice,  on  their  left,  by  ways  which 
had  never  before  been  paffed  either  by  men  or  horfes. 

This  was  a  vigorous  a&ion  of  Rofe’s,  and  conducted 
too  with  all  the  art  it  was  poflible  to  put  in  practice  in 
fo  great  a  danger ;  but  he  would  never  have  got  ofl^ 
had  not  Merci  leen  on  the  adjoining  mountain  the  French 
Army  forming  itfelf  by  little  and  little,  and  withal  the 
Duke  d’Enguien  advancing  to  fupport  Rofe’s  cavalry  j  for 
as  he  fear’d  nothing  fo  much  as  a  general  engagement,  he 
rather  chofe  to  let  thofe  fquadrons  efcape,  than  pufh  far¬ 
ther  into  the  defile. 

Indeed,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  having  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain  obferv’d  Rofe’s  action,  and  the  danger  he 
was  in,  had  rally’d  what  men  were  about  him  to  go  to 
his  relief.  He  was  already  in  that  fpot  of  ground  {hut  up 
4  F  between 
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between  the  two  defiles,  when  Rofe  re-join’d  him  :  foAn.  1644. 
that  to  this  refolution  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien  and  to  * 

Merci’s  prudence  was  partly  owing  the  honour  Rofe  ac¬ 
quired  by  his  retreat. 

Merci  began  his  at  the  fame  time;  but  with  all  the 
order  worthy  of  a  great  Captain,  who  will  never  be  forc¬ 
ed  to  fight,  but  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  take  an  ad¬ 
vantage  when  opportunity  is  given  him  :  neverthelefs  he 
abandon’d  his  artillery  and  baggage ;  and  leaving  fome  dra¬ 
goons  in  the  woods  to  difpute  the  way  out  of  the  defile, 
he  turn’d  to  the  left  about,  and  after  that  march’d  fo 
quick  by  the  high-way  to  Filinghen,  that  the  French  Ar¬ 
my  loft  fight  of  him  in  an  inftant. 

While  Merci  was  wholly  intent  on  prefling  and  fecur- 
ing  his  retreat,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  on  his  fide  was  rally- 
ihg  his  troops  to  follow  him  ;  but  the  road  was  fo  diffi¬ 
cult,  that  before  they  were  got  all  together,  the  Bavarian 
Army  was  above  a  league  off. 

There  is  a  mountain  between  St.  Pierre  and  Filinghen, 
much  higher  than  the  reft,  on  the  top  of  which  there  is 
a  plain  where  an  Army  may  be  drawn  up  in  order  of  bat-t 
tie,  and  which  commands  all  the  hills  round  about.  The 
conveniency  of  water,  pafture,  and  the  fertility  of  the 
foil  which  is  every  where  cultivated,  renders  this  place 
very  commodious  and  very  fecure  to  incamp  in.  Thofe 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  Country  made  no  doubt 
but  Merci  would  fix  his  camp  there  ;  and  for  this  reafon 
the  Duke  d’Enguien  extremely  prefs’d  his  march :  never- 
thelels,  when  the  fcouts  of  his  van  were  mounted  on  the 
Holgrave  (fo  this  plain  is  call’d)  they  found  that  the  Ba¬ 
varians  after  having  juft  began  to  break  ground  to  intrench 
themfelves,  had  paffed  on  further,  and  that  even  with 
much  greater  diligence  than  the  French  us’d  in  purfuing 
them. 

Then  the  Duke  d’Enguien  lofing  all  hopes  of  com¬ 
ing  up  with  them,  return’d  the  way  he  came,  and  in- 
camp’d  at  the  Abby  of  St.  Pierre  :  his  troops  were  fo 
fatigued  that  he  was  forced  to  let  them  reft  there  the 
next  day,  while  he  burnt  the  baggage  of  the  Bavarians 
and  fent  off  fix  canon  and  two  mortars  they  had  a- 
bandon’d.  Next  day,  he  took  a  fmall  caftle  fituated  in 
the  mountains,  which  might  be  ferviceable  to  his  defigns  ; 
and  he  fent  the  Count  de  Tournon  to  effort  the  artillery 
toBriffc.  Q  a  And 
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An.  1644.  And  thus  was  Colonel  Rofe’s  retreat  the  laid  remark- 

-  "  ■  -  able  aCtion  of  the  battle  of  Fribourg,  which  may  be  term¬ 

ed  rather  a  feries  of  bloody  fights,  than  a  fingle  battle.  On 
the  one  fide  we  fee  a  valour  which  is  not  difcourased 
either  by  inclemency  of  weather,  or  difadvantage  of  ground, 
which  hazards  all  to  conquer,  and  which  at  Jail  does  con¬ 
quer.  On  the  other  fide  we  obferve  a  prudence  which  is  not 
difconcerted  by  any  thing,  which  improves  every  advantage 
towards  making  a  defence,  and  yet  is  all  along  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  utmoft  valour.  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  de¬ 
termine  which  of  the  two  deferves  moil  praife,  to  attack 
an  Army  intrench’d  in  almoft  inacceffible  places,  and 
force  it  to  quit  them  ;  or  to  preferve  an  undifturb’d  judg¬ 
ment,  a  mind  firm  and  intrepid  in  a  long  retreat,  before  a 
preifing  and  victorious  enemy,  and  at  length  chufe  fuch 
polls  as  are  impoifible  to  be  forced.  It  is  true  neverthe- 
leis,  that  a  General,  who  abandons  his  artillery  and  bag¬ 
gage,  is  commonly  look’d  upon  as  beaten ;  and  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  retreat  is  not  complete,  unlefs  he  faves  eve¬ 
ry  thing :  it  may  likewife  be  faid  that  Merci’s  prudence 
would  not  have  been  able  to  fecure  him  from  a  general 
rout,  had  not  Efpenan  and  l’Echelle  been  guilty  of  a 
miftake  in  timing  the  execution  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s 
orders.  In  fine,  it  almoft  always  happens  that  an  Army 
which  attacks  intrenchments  with  vigour  has  great  ad¬ 
vantages  over  that  which  defends  them. 

After  the  Duke  d’Enguien  had  fent  away  the  Count  de 
Tournon,  he  went  back  to  Langendentzling,  where  his 
baggage  and  canon  waited  for  him.  Then  he  bent  his 
thoughts  wholly  to  the  advantages  which  the  retreat  of 
Merci  might  afford  him.  The  principal  Officers  were 
for  retaking  Fribourg :  the  foie  intent  of  their  coming 
had  been  to  relieve  this  place,  and  confequently  this  ought 
to  be  the  firft  fruit  of  their  victory.  The  Bavarians  had 
not  been  able  to  fill  up  their  lines ;  they  had  already  got 
a  great  way  off;  the  garrifon  of  this  place  was  weak,  ill 
provided,  and  difmay’d  at  the  event  of  the  battles  they 
had  feen  from  their  ramparts. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  was  however  for  undertaking  the 
liege  of  Philipsbourg,  the  other  defign  not  feeming  to 
him  grand  enough  in  the  clofe  of  a  campaign,  which  ought 
to  be  crown’d  with  fomething  glorious :  befides,  fhould 
they  have  confined  themfelves  to  the  taking  of  Fribourg, 

4  ths 
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the  French  Army  could  have  advanced  no  farther  into  the  An.  1644. 
Country,  nay  they  would  have  been  conftrain’d  to  re-  1 

pafs  the  Rhine,  and  take  up  their  winter-quarters  in 
Alface. 

Not  but  that  the  fiege  of  Philipsbourg  was  extremely 
difficult  j  the  troops  had  a  long  march  to  make  before 
they  could  get  to  it.  The  infantry  was  diminiffi’d,  mo¬ 
ney  fcarce,  provisions  at  a  great  diftance  :  but  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  defpifed  all  thefe  difficulties,  and  the  fiege  of 
Philipsbourg  was  refolv’d  on.  He  fent  Champlaftreux, 

Intendant  of  the  Army,  to  Brifac,  to  prepare  ammuniti¬ 
on,  and  to  load  ten  battering-pieces  on  the  boats  with 
which  he  was  to  make  a  bridge  6ver  the  Rhine. 

Champlaftreux,  who  was  adtive  and  understood  his  bu- 
finefs,  had  foon  made  thefe  preparations.  The  Prince 
began  to  march  his  Army  from  Langendentzling  the  fixth 
of  Auguft,  and  took  his  rout  along  the  Rhine,  after 
having  detached  Tubal  with  part  of  the  Weymarian  ca¬ 
valry,  fome  musketeers  and  fome  dragoons.  Rofe  fol¬ 
low’d  Tubal,  with  the  reft  of  the  Weymarians.  The 
Duke  d’Enguien  referv’d  to  himfelf  the  conduit  of  the 
infantry  of  both  Armies  and  of  the  whole  French  caval¬ 
ry.  In  this  order  he  march’d  to  a  caftle,  Situated  within 
five  or  fix  leagues  of  Strasbourg,  fortify’d  with  towers 
of  the  old  faihion,  and  defended  with  a  very  good  ditch 
full  of  water,  which  he  took  by  the  way,  thereby  to  make 
fure  of  a  communication  with  Strasbourg :  from  thence 
he  went  to  Kupenheim,  which  Rofe  had  taken  in  his 
paffage  with  feveral  other  places.  Tubal  had  alfo  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  Etlinghen,  Forfen,  Bretten,  Durlach, 

Baden,  Prueflel  and  Willoch,  Small  towns  Surrounded 
with  ditches,  and  having  molt  of  them  caftles.  The 
Vifcount  de  Turenne  went  and  invefted  Philipsbourg 
with  three  thoufand  horfe  and  feven  hundred  foot ;  and 
the  Duke  d’Enguien  arriv’d  the  twenty  fifth  of  Auguft 
before  that  place,  after  a  ten-days  march  from  Langen¬ 
dentzling. 

Philipsbourg  is  Situated  near  the  Rhine,  on  the  con¬ 
fines  of  the  Duchy  of  Wirtemberg  and  the  lower  Pala¬ 
tinate,  three  leagues  from  Spires.  From  Brifac  to  Her- 
meftein  there  is  no  Strong  place  but  Philipsbourg  •  for¬ 
merly  it  was  call’d  Udenheim  ;  it  was  the  feat  of  the  Bi- 
Shops  of  Spires.  The  troops  of  Germany  infenfibly  en- 
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An.  1 644  gaged  thefe  to  fortify  it.  When,  they  had  put  it  into  a 
»  condition  of  defence,  it  did  not  long  continue  in  their 

hands :  the  Imperialifts  firft,  and  then  the  Swedes  made 
themfelves  matters  of  it :  the  French  poffeft  it  feme  time, 
and  now  it  was  again  become  the  Emperor’s. 

This  place  has  a  fquare  fort  which  commands  the  Rhine, 
and  which  has  a  communication  with  the  town  by  a  caufe- 
way  fix  paces  broad,  and  eight  hundred  paces  long,  rifing 
five  foot  above  a  morafs.  Over  againft  Philipsbourg  the 
river  forms  a  large  elbow,  and  makes  a  great  many  bogs 
half  way  round  the  place:  its  fortification  is  nothing  but 
earth,  but  its  ramparts  are  very  thick :  it  has  broad  and 
deep  ditches  ;  the  approach  to  it  cannot  be  made  but  by 
one  point.  The  body  of  the  place  is  compofed  of  feven 
baflions  almoft  regular  :  the  berm  is  fo  broad  as  to  ferve 
for  a  faujfe-bray ,  and  is  defended  by  a  very  thick  quick- 
fet  hedge :  the  ditch  is  full  of  water,  is  two  hundred  foot 
broad,  and  four  fathom  deep,  with  a  counterfcarp  well 
pallifaded.  On  the  fide  towards  that  elbow  made  by  the 
Rhine,  there’s  nothing  but  a  morafs  cover’d  with  wood 
in  fome  places  j  on  the  other  fide  the  ground  isfomewhat 
higher,  partly  heath,  partly  plough’d  land,  and  partly  co¬ 
ver’d  with  wood. 

When  the  Duke  d’Enguien  inverted  it,  Bamberg  was 
Governor  of  it :  his  garrifon  confifted  of  two  hundred 
horfe,  and  five  hundred  foot :  he  had  a  hundred  pieces  of 
canon,  and  ammunition  to  fuftain  a  long  fiege. 

After  the  Duke  d’Enguien  had  view’d  the  moft  advan¬ 
tageous  places  for  fecuring  his  circumvallation,  he  em¬ 
ploy’d  the  reft  of  the  day  in  taking  his  pofts,  and  refolv’d 
to  attack  the  fort  on  the  Rhine  that  night.  The  French 
Army  took  up  their  quarters  from  Knaudeneim  to  the 
brook,  which  divides  the  plain  in  the  mid-way  to  Rhein- 
haufen  •  and  the  German  Army  was  polled  from  this  brook 
to  Rheinhaufen. 

As  foon  as  it  was  night,  the  troops  difpofed  themfelves 
for  the  attack  of  the  fort.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  went 
to  it  thro’  the  woods  •  and  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  ap¬ 
proach’d  by  fome  fmall  banks  which  go  acrofs  the  mo¬ 
rafs.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  was  not  able  to  get  thither 
before  day-break,  becaufe  the  way  he  had  taken  was  lon¬ 
ger  and  more  difficult.  Bamberg  not  having  infantry 
enough,  had  withdrawn  into  Philipsbourg  all  that  were  in 
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the  fort:  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  found  it  abandon’d, An.  1644. 
feiz’d  it,  and  furnifh’d  it  with  every  thing  neceflary  to  de-  ' 

fend  it  againft  attacks  from  the  town. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  now  employ’d  his  thoughts  en¬ 
tirely  about  his  circumvallation  :  he  caufed  forts  and  re¬ 
doubts  to  be  raifed  wherever  the  ground  would  admit  of 
fuch  works,  and  order’d  abundance  of  trees  to  be  fell’d 
in  the  marfhes,  thereby  to  block  up  all  the  ways.  The 
Vifcount  de  Turenne  met  with  fewer  obftacles  in  forti¬ 
fying  his  quarter ;  for  he  made  ufe  of  a  large  water-courfe 
or  hollow-way,  which  ran  almofl:  from  one  end  of  his 
camp  to  the  other,  and  this  was  a  good  defence  by  the 
addition  of  a  parapet  to  it;  lo  that  all  the  works  of  cir¬ 
cumvallation  were  finifh’d  in  four  days,  and  the  camp 
clofed  in  on  all  Tides  from  Knaudeneim  almofl  to  Rhein- 
haufen. 

Mean  while  arriv’d  the  bridge  of  boats  loaded  with  ca¬ 
non,  -ammunition,  and  provifion  :  in  twenty-four  hours  it 
was  placed  over-againft  Germefheim  and  Knaudeneim. 
Germefheim  is  a  fmall  town  of  the  Lower  Palatinate, 
feated  on  the  bank  of  the  Rhine,  fortified  with  baftions 
of  earth,  with  a  dry  ditch  on  the  fide  towards  Spires,  and 
a  wet  one  on  that  towards  Philipsbourg  and  the  morals. 

It  was  neceflary  to  take  this  town,  in  order  to  be  mafter 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  Rhine;  and  as  there  was  no 
making  a  circumvallation  beyond  the  river,  fo  neither 
could  there  be  any  fecuring  the  river  but  by  taking  the 
places  which  commanded  it. 

The  moment  that  the  bridge  was  finilh’d,  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  fent  d’Aumont  over  it  with  fix  hundred  foot 
and  three  hundred  horfe  to  attack  Germefheim :  d’Aumont 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  in  two  days  after  opening  the 
trenches,  and  then  march’d  to  Spires.  This  city,  though 
ftanding  on  the  Rhine,  is  conliderable  for  nothing  but 
being  the  feat  of  the  Imperial  Chamber ;  for  it  is  defend¬ 
ed  by  nothing  but  a  wall,  with  antique  towers,  and  a  forry 
ditch. 

While  d’Aumont  was  fecuring  all  the  neceflary  polls  on 
the  bank  of  the  Rhine,  the  Duke  d’Enguien  began  the 
attacks  at  Philipsbourg.  It  has  been  already  obferv’d  that 
the  approach  to  it  cannot  be  made  but  by  one  place, 
where  there  is  a  fandy  ground,  which  continues  almofl:  of 
the  fame  breadth  as  far  as  the  counterfcarp  of  two  baftions 
of  the  town.  Q,  4.  The 
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An.  1644.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  order’d  two  attacks  by  this  way: 

-  ■  Marlhal  de  Gramont  conduced  the  left ,  the  Vifcount  de 
Turenne  took  care  of  the  right.  In  their  approaches  to 
the  two  baftions  they  were  going  to  attack,  they  both 
made  ufe  of  about  fifteen  hundred  paces  of  the  channel 
of  a  fmall  brook  which  runs  by  this  plain,  having  diverted 
the  courfe  of  the  water.  The  trench  was  open’d  the 
firft  of  September  j  and  that  fame  night  the  befiegers 
made  a  place  of  arms  common  td  both  attacks,  from 
which  place  of  arms  each  carried  on  its  approach  to  the 
pppolite  baft  ion. 

Efpenan  with  the  regiment  of  Perfan  mounted  guard 
the  firft  night  in  Gramont’s  trench,  and  after  having 
carried  on  the  line  near  two  hundred  paces,  he  began  a 
great  redoubt,  where  he  fixed  a  corps  de  garde  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  Gendarmes  at  the  head  of  the  workmen;  and  thefe 
troopers  had  orders  to  retire  in  the  day  time  behind  fome 
old  ruins  pear  the  opening  of  the  trench.  The  pight 
pafs’d  quietly  enough ;  and  the  befieged  not  yet  knowing 
where  the  befiegers  were  at  work,  gave  them  no  inter¬ 
ruption  ;  but  when  day-light  began  to  appear,  and  they 
faw  the  earth  which  had  been  caft  up,  they  refolved  to 
make  a  fally,  and  try  whether  they  could  not  ruin  the 
work  that  had  been  carried  forward  in  the  night :  they 
detached  two  hundred  foot  and  a  hundred  horfe,  who  ad¬ 
vanced  againft  the  line ;  and  tho’  it  was  ftill  full  of  workmen, 
Efpenan  prepared  to  give  them  a  warm  reception,  and 
commanded  the  Gendarmes  to  oppofe  the  cavalry  of  the 
befieged.  The  Gendarmes  march’d  againft  the  enemy  in 
fuch  diiorder,  that  they  were  utterly  routed  at  the  very 
firft  encounter,  and  laBoulaye  kill’d  on  the  fpot.  Efpenan 
however  put  the  line  into  fo  good  a  condition,  that  the 
befieged  did  not  dare  to  attack  it,  nor  pufh  any  farther 
this  firft  advantage  which  they  had  obtain’d ;  fo  that  the 
Gendarmes  had  time  to  rally,  and  return  to  the  charge : 
they  then  acquitted  themfelves  fo  well,  that  in  fpite  of 
the  fire  from  the  baftions,  all  who  remained  of  this  fally 
were  driven  to  the  couqterfcarp. 

Thus  the  befiegers  went  on  with  thejr  work  without  in¬ 
terruption  ;  but  they  had  fuffered  fq  great  a  lofs  of  in¬ 
fantry,  that  the  foot  of  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s  Army  a- 
mounted  but  to  three  thoufand  men,  and  that  of  the 
other  not  to  above  two  thoufand,  With  this  fmall  num- 
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ber  the  Prince  had  incredible  difficulties  to  guard  fo  large  An.  i 

a  circumvallation,  and  at  the  fame  time  furniffi  foldiers _ 

for  the  guard  of  the  trenches  and  all  the  other  works. 

His  infantry  confided  of  four  battalions :  that  which  was 
in  the  trenches  went  as  foon  as  it  was  relieved,  and  ferved 
for  the  extraordinary  guard  of  the  camp-  two  others 
work’d  at  the  approaches,  and  the  fourth  gathered  fafcines 
to  fill  up  the  ditch.  Palluau,  with  Enguien’s  regiment, 
relieved  Efpenan  and  Perfan  the  fecond  night :  he  greatly 
advanced  the  line,  and  finilli’d  a  redoubt.  Tournon  and 
Marfin  the  two  following  nights  pulh’d  on  the  works  very 
far,  and  rais’d  a  battery  of  fix  canon. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  had  us’d  no  lefs  difpatch 
on  his  fide.  The  fifth  night,  the  two  attacks  made  their 
lodgment  on  die  counterfcarp.  Bamberg  had  given  no 
other  oppofition  to  all  thefe  works  but  by  the  fire  of  his 
canon  and  musketry.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  had  received 
no  account  of  the  Bavarian  Army :  all  he  knew  was,  that 
John  de  Wert  was  upon  the  march  with  a  thoufand  horfe 
and  as  many  musketeers,  in  order  to  throw  fuccours  into 
Philipsbourg ;  and  this  advice  obliged  him  to  double  the 
guard  of  the  lines,  and  even  every  night  to  keep  the  Bio- 
vac  [or  extraordinary  night  watch  of  the  whole  Army] 
for  fear  of  a  furprize. 

As  foon  as  the  two  attacks  had  made  their  lodgments 
on  the  counterfcarp,  the  workmen  began  to  pierce  it, 
and  to  make  batteries  to  ruin  the  defences  of  the  place. 

The  defcent  of  the  ditch  was  not  very  difficult,  but  it 
coll:  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  fecure  it-  for  the  water  be¬ 
ing  almoft  on  a  level  with  the  counterfcarp,  the  befiegers 
could  not  go  to  it  under  ground,  and  it  would  have  re¬ 
quired  too  much  time  to  make  a  gallery  covered  with 
madriers  [thick  planks  of  oak  us’d  to  fupport  the  earth  in 
mining]  fo  the  Duke  d’Enguien  contented  himfelf  with 
drawing  a  right  line  which  terminated  in  the  ditch,  and 
which  was  cover’d  with  fafcines  laid  upon  blinds  and 
chandeliers. 

Efpenan  and  Palluau,  during  the  two  nights  they  were 
upon  guard,  advanced  the  works  fo  far,  that  the  ditch 
could  now  be  fill’d  up.  The  Count  de  Tournon  had  al¬ 
ready  caufed  great  quantities  of  fafcines  to  be  thrown  in¬ 
to  it,  when,  as  he  was  paffing  thro’  that  enfiladed  line 
which  led  to  the  work,  he  was  kill’d  by  a  musket-lhot. 


ON 
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An.  1644-  La  Pomme,  an  Engineer  very  expert  in  making  mines 
pailing  ditches,  had  undertaken  to  make  bridges 
of  fafcines  •  but  he  met  With  abundance  of  difficulty 
in  doing  it,  from  the  canon  of  the  place,  which  thofe 
of  the  befiegers  could  by  no  means  get  the  better  of; 
becaufe  the  befieged  had  fo  great  a  number  of  them,  that 
one  of  their  pieces  was  no  fboner  difmounted,  but  they 
brought  on  another  to  fupply  the  place  of  it ;  and  befide 
thofe  which  they  had  on  their  flanks,  with  which  they  bat¬ 
ter’d  the  bridge  fideways,  they  had  a  range  of  them  on 
the  face  of  the  baftions,  which  enfiladed  it,  and  which 
ruined  all  the  work.  ’Tis  true  their  flanks  were  fo  little, 
that  they  could  plant  but  three  pieces  there  :  it  is  the  com¬ 
mon  defedt  of  the  beft  places  to  have  their  flanks  either 
too  clofe  or  too  open ;  but  the  firft  of  thefe  defects  is  the 
worft,  becaufe  of  two  oppofite  batteries,  that  which  has 
the  greater  number  of  canon  always  prevails.  Thus  the 
befiegers  having  eredted  two  batteries  of  four  pieces  each, 
filenced  thofe  of  the  flanks ;  but  the  befieged  planted  fo 
many  canon  on  the  face  of  the  baftions,  the  rampart 
whereof  is  very  low,  that  they  ruin’d  the  batteries  of  the 
befiegers :  wherefore  the  Duke  d’Enguien  was  forced  to 
raife  epaulments  to  cover  his  batteries,  and  to  skreen 
himfelf  from  the  faces  of  the  baftions :  by  this  means  his 
canon  got  the  maftery,  and  the  befiegers  wrought  with 
more  fafety  at  their  bridge. 

Then  Bamberg  found  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power  to 
hinder  the  ditch  from  being  fill’d  up ;  and  as  his  garrifon 
was  weak,  he  did  not  think  it  advifable  to  ftay  till  the 
miners  were  fet  to  work ;  but  hoping  to  make  a  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  capitulation,  he  immediately  beat  the  chamade, 
hoftages  were  given,  and  the  garrifon  march’d  out  the 
twelfth  of  September  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  men, 
with  two  pieces  of  canon.  The  Duke  d’Enguien  order’d 
Perfan’s  regiment  into  the  place,  and  he  made  Efpenan 
Governor  of  it. 

This  conqueft,  tho’  an  eafier  one  than  the  Prince  had 
expected  to  find  it,  gave  a  great  reputation  to  the  arms 
of  France.  Several  towns  fent  deputations.  Spires  did 
not  wait  to  be  fummon’d  by  d’Aumont ;  the  Magiftrates 
brought  the  keys  to  the  Duke  d’Enguien,  and  were  ho¬ 
nourably  received  by  him.  He  confirm’d  their  privileges, 
and  then  difmifs’d  them,  that  they  might  caufe  the  Impe- 
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rialifts  to  evacuate  the  place,  and  fnight  prepare  to  receive  An.  1 644. 
a  French  garrifon  which  d’Aumont  had  orders  to  put  into  — 
it.  But  the  Duke  d’Enguien  could  not  himfelf  reap  the 
fruits  of  the  taking  ofPhilipsbourg,  nor  remove  from  it 
before  he  had  again  put  it  into  a  condition  of  defence : 
the  enemy  were  approaching  j  his  troops  were  weakened 
and  fatigued ;  the  canon  had  done  a  deal  of  mifchief, 
which  it  was  neceffary  to  repair.  The  Duke  therefore  be¬ 
ing  in  no  condition  to  make  head  againft  Merci,  who  had 
refrefh’d  and  augmented  his  Army  fince  his  retreat  from 
Fribourg,  fatisfied  himfelf  with  eftablifhing  his  quarters  fo 
well  in  the  places  along  the  Rhine,  that  he  could  not  have 
his  conqueft  fnatch’d  from  him,  nor  be  forced  to  a  gene¬ 
ral  battle.  He  had  the  river  on  one  fide,  the  town  on  the 
other,  the  fort  of  the  Rhine  before  him,  moraffes  and 
woods  behind.  His  Army  being  incamp’d  in  fo  advanta¬ 
geous  a  poft,  he  detached  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  to  go 
and  attack  Worms.  This  city  is  not  inferior  either  in 
dignity  or  number  of  inhabitants  to  any  in  Germany  ;  it 
is  fituated  on  the  Rhine,  and  fortified  as  much  as  its  big- 
nefs  and  fituation  would  allow  of.  Duke  Charles  of  Lor- 
rain  had  a  garrifon  in  it ;  and  after  the  lofs  of  his  domi¬ 
nions,  he  had  hardly  any  other  retreat. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  fent  down  the  river  the  in¬ 
fantry,  canon,  and  all  things  neceflaxy  for  his  defign :  he 
then  march’d  thro’  the  Palatinate  with  two  thoufand  horfe, 
and  defeated  fix  hundred  men  whom  General  Beck  had 
ordered  to  Frankendal.  The  inhabitants  of  Worms  open¬ 
ed  their  gates  to  the  Vifcount,  and  made  the  Lorrainers 
march  out.  From  thence  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  pur- 
fued  his  march  to  Mentz,  and  detached  Role  to  go  and 
attack  Oppenheim.  This  is  a  fmall  town  fituated  in  a 
plain,  ill  fortified,  but  defended  by  a  very  good  caftle : 

Rofe  met  with  no  refinance  here.  The  Vifcount  de  Tu¬ 
renne  prefented  himfelf  before  Mentz ;  and  having  taken 
up  his  quarters  in  the  fuburbs,  fent  a  trumpet  to  thofe 
who  commanded  in  the  town,  to  offer  them  honourable 
conditions. 

Mentz  is  the  feat  of  an  Archbifhop  Elector,  and  one 
of  the  chief  cities  of  Germany ;  befides  its  being  large, 
very  populous,  and  well  built  for  a  Country  where  the 
inhabitants  never  had  a  tafte  for  good  architecture,  its 

fituation 
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An.  1644.  fituation  renders  it  confiderable,  being  placed  right  again# 

■  the  mouth  of  the  Mein,  which  runs  at  the  foot  of  one 
part  of  its  walls :  to  the  landward  they  are  defended  by  a 
citadel  of  four  baftions ;  but,  as  is  often  the  cafe  of  great 
cities,  its  fortifications  were  neglected,  and  its  defence 
confifted  more  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  than  in  the 
ftrength  of  its  ramparts.  At  the  bottom  of  the  town  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  is  a  very  magnificent  caftle  where 
the  Electors  refide.  While  this  town  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  King  of  Sweden,  he  had  built  at  the  place  where  the 
two  rivers  join,  a  fort  of  fix  baftions,  which  bore  the 
name  of  Guftavebourg ;  but  at  laft  the  Imperialifts  having 
re-taken  Mentz,  the  fort  was  abandon’d  by  the  Swedes, 
and  the  Electors  let  it  go  to  ruin._ 

When  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  entered  the  fuburbs, 
there  was  ftiU  in  the  town  an  Imperial  garrifon  of  eight 
hundred  men;  however,  the  Elector  believing  he  could 
not  ftay  in  it  without  danger,  withdrew  to  Hermeftein  ; 
fo  that  the  Chapter  who  had  the  adminiftration  of  affairs 
in  the  Archbifhop’s  abfence,  called  together  all  the  com¬ 
panies  of  the  city ;  and  after  much  confultation,  they  re- 
folved  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the  Duke  d’Enguien,  and 
to  give  the  keys  to  none  but  himfelf,  thereby  to  render, 
in  fome  fort,  their  capitulation  more  honourable,  by  the 
quality  of  the  perfon  that  fhould  receive  them. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  fent  this  anfwer  to  the  Duke 
d’Enguien,  who  was  ftill  with  his  Army  within  fight  of 
Philipsbourg.  He  prefently  fet  out  with  a  guard  of  four 
hundred  horfe,  and  in  a  day  and  a  half  reach’d  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Mentz.  While  the  articles  of  the  treaty  were 
fettling,  Merci,  with  the  Bavarian  Army,  had  polled  him¬ 
felf  on  the  heighths  between  Hailbron  and  Neckarfulm, 
and  had  the  Neckar  before  him. 

Hailbron  is  not  above  fourteen  leagues  from  Philips¬ 
bourg.  Merci  thought  to  be  able,  from  the  poft  he  was 
in,  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s  farther  progrefs: 
he  detached  Wolf,  a  famous  Colonel  of  the  Bavarians, 
with  two  hundred  horfe,  and  five  hundred  dragoons  to 
throw  himfelf  into  Mentz ;  but  Wolf  could  not  get  thi¬ 
ther  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  Duke  d’En¬ 
guien.  The  trumpet  whom  the  Duke  fent  to  thp  towns¬ 
people  to  give  them  notice  of  his  coming,  found  Wolf 
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in  the  midft  of  an  harangue,  endeavouring  to  perfuadeAn.  1644. 
them  to  defend  themfelves,  and  offering  them  the  fuccour  ■■■  ■  ■ 
he  had  left  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine,  together  with 
that  of  the  whole  Bavarian  Army,  which  would  follow 
it  in  a  very  little  time. 

But  the  inhabitants  of  Mentz,  knowing  that  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  was  in  perfon  in  their  fuburbs,  kept  their  word 
with  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne;  and  having  made  Wolf 
leave  the  town,  fent  their  Deputies  to  the  Duke  to  finifh 
the  treaty  of  capitulation.  The  Chapter  obliged  them¬ 
felves  to  evacuate  Binghen,  a  fmall  town  with  a  good 
caftle  on  the  Rhine,  and  receive  French  troops  there. 

The  Duke  d’Enguien  gave  the  Government  of  Mentz 
to  the  Count  de  Courval,  and  left  in  it  a  ftrong  garrifon 
with  all  things  neceffary  for  repairing  the  old  fortifications, 
and  making  new  ones. 

The  Vifcount  de  Turenne  on  his  march  took  Creutz- 
nac,  and  d’Aumont  went  and  inverted  Landau  with  twelve 
hundred  foot  and  fifteen  hundred  horfe.  This  town  is 
fituated  in  a  plain  four  leagues  from  Philipsbourg,  and  is 
pretty  populous:  its  rampart  is  only  flanked  with  towers 
after  the  ancient  manner,  and  furrounded  by  a  ditch  de¬ 
fended  by  fome  half  moons  and  a  covered  way.  There 
were  in  it  four  hundred  men  of  the  troops  of  Lorrain, 
and  it  was  the  only  place  the  Imperialifts  had  now  in  the 
Palatinate  on  this  fide  the  Rhine,  except  Frankendal,  where 
the  Spaniards  had  a  ftrong  garrifon. 

While  d’Aumont  was  taking  up  his  quarters,  and  be¬ 
ginning  his  approaches  before  Landau,  the  Duke  d’En¬ 
guien  went  and  rejoined  his  Army  at  Philipsbourg,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  nearer  the  fiege  which  d’Aumont  had  under¬ 
taken  :  he  had  notice  on  his  arrival  that  the  trenches  were 
already  opened,  but  that  d’Aumont  had  been  dangeroufly 
wounded  as  he  was  vifiting  the  works  *.  The  Vifcount 
de  Turenne  went  to  continue  the  fiege,  and  carried  on 
the  trenches  with  fo  much  diligence,  that  in  three  days 
a  battery  and  a  lodgment  were  made  on  the  counterfcarp. 

The  fifth  day  the  Duke  d’Enguien  having  come  to  view 
the  works,  the  Lorrainers  treated  with  the  Vifcount  dc 
Turenne,  and  marched  out  of  the  town. 


*  He  diejl  at  Spires  a  few  days  after. 
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An.  1644.  After  Landau  was  taken,  Neuftadt,  Manheim  and' 
«  I.  ■  Magdeburg  made  but  fmall  refiftance-  and  thus  the  Duke 
d’Enguien  was  in  one  Angle  campaign  three  times  victo¬ 
rious  over  the  Bavarian  Army,  and  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  Palatinate,  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  from  Philips- 
bourg  to  Hermeftein,  and  all  the  Country  between  that 
river  and  the  Mofelle.  r 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Nothing  gives  us  a  truer  -picture 
of  a  man ,  than  the  letters  he  writes 
to  his  relations  and  friends ,  when  he 
has  no  thought  of  their  being  made  publick ;  he 
there  Jpeaks  without  caution  or  difguife ,  and  dif- 
covers  his  real  character,  the  cajl  of  his  mind 
and  the  bent  of  his  heart.  It  was  thought  proper 
therefore  to  infert  in  this  Collection  of ' Authorities y 
feveral  letters  from  the  Vifcount  to  hisSifer ,  and 
to  his  Lady.  In  thefe  we  may  fee  his  foul  quite 
uncloattid ,  his  fmplicity,  fenfibility ,  modefy  and 
religion.  Ihe  infractions  he  drew  up  by  the 
King's  command ,  for  the  Ambafadors  of  France 
in  the  different  Courts  of  Europe ,  are  proofs  of 
his  extenfve  genius ,  and  that  in  him  the  Poli¬ 
tician  was  no  lefs  eminent  than  the  Soldier . 
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Letter  from  Frederick  Maurice  Duke  of  Bouillon  to 


the  Queen. 


Madam, 

EING  fo  unhappy  as  to  have  the  moll  refpedtful  de*N.  I.  B.I* 
-*  11  ference  I  could  pay  your  Majefty  cenfur’d  as  difobe- 
dience  and  contempt,  my  reafons,  as  drifts  and  evafions, 
and  my  moll  innocent  actions,  as  crimes  and  cabals  againll 
the  King  and  the  State,  I  was  incapable  of  confolation 
till  I  had  retired  to  a  place  where  by  my  conduit  I  might 
remove  the  impredions  your  Majefty  may  have  received 
to  my  difadvantage,  and  from  whence  you  may  know  that 
the  aflurances  I  give  you  of  my  fidelity,  my  zeal  for  your 
fervice,  and  my  entire  obedience  to  your  commands,  pro¬ 
ceed  not  from  conllraint  or  felf-intereft,  but  from  a  pure 
principle  of  duty,  and  a  Heady  refignation  to  your  will.  I 
moll  humbly  beg  your  Majefty  would  believe,  that  when 
I  devoted  my  felf  to  your  interefts,  I  did  it  without  re- 
ferve,  and  with  a  fettled  refolution  of  ever  continuing  in 
the  lame  dependence,  and  of  fubmitting  to  you  my  life 
and  my  whole  fortune.  I  prefume  once  again  to  allure  your 
Majefty  of  this,  to  the  end  that  you  may  honour  me  with 
your  commands,  and  may  know  by  the  future,  as  you  might 
have  done  by  the  pall,  that  I  had  never  any  other  end  in 
view  but  the  King’s  fervice  and  your  Majefty’s,  to  which 
I  lhall  remain  inviolably  attach’d.  And  I  perfuade  my 
felf,  that  my  perfedl  fidelity  to  your  Majefty’s  interefts 
will  oblige  you  to  acknowledge  me  to  be 


Nyon,  the  5th  of 
April,  1644. 


Tour  Majefty’s  mojl  hianble  and 

mojl  obedient  fubjcirl  and  fervant , 
The  Duke  of  Bouillon. 


R 
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T o  Lis  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

Monfeigneur , 

r  E  E I NG  my  felf  opprefs’d  with  misfortunes,  at  a  time, 
i  '■  I  take  the  liberty  to  fay  it  to  your  Royal  Elighnefs, 
when  I  might  have  hop’d  for  every  thing  •  and  that  not¬ 
withstanding  the  uprightnefs  of  my  condud,  I  was  conti¬ 
nually  expofed  to  the  falfe  reports  of  my  enemies,  I  thought 
my  felf  oblig’d,  in  order  to  deprive  them  of  all  pretence 
for  mifmterpreting  my  innocent  adtions,  to  retire  to  a 
place  where  they  could  no  longer  have  any  colour  for  their 
iil  offices,  and  where  the  fincerity  of  my  intentions  may  be 
known  by  my  proceedings.  I  likewife  confefs  to  you, 
Monfeigneur,  that  I  could  not  prevail  upon  my  felf  to  ftay 
at  a  Court  where  I  had  continual  proofs  of  fufpicions  be¬ 
ing  entertained  of  me,  that  were  injurious  to  my  honour 
and  to  my  fentiments.  And  what  was  an  additional  mor¬ 
tification,  I  feem’d  to  be  fallen  from  that  fhare  in  your 
Royal  Highnefs’s  favour,  which  you  had  done  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  promife  me.  I  cannot  conceive  what  has  brought 
this  misfortune  upon  me,  being  far  from  believing,  tho’ 
fome  would  perfuade  me  to  it,  that  your  Royal  Highnefs 
accufes  me  of  having  been  the  firft  author  of  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  feeing,  to  clear  my  felf,  I  need  only,  with 
fubmiffion  and  refpect,  put  you  in  mind  of  what’s  paft, 
and  appeal  to  your  Royal  Highnefs,  whether  I  knew  of 
any  deiign  when  you  fent  into  the  country  for  me,  whe¬ 
ther  you  communicated  any  to  me  when  I  faw  you  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  wheth  er  your  friends  had  not  refolved  upon  theirs  be¬ 
fore  my  arrival,  and  whether  afterwards,  when  you  laid 
before  me  th  e  extreme  danger  the  State  would  be  in  if  the 
King  ffiouJ  d  die,  I  enter’d  into  any  other  engagements 
but  thofe  of  ferving  your  Royal  Highnefs,  of  continuing 
firm  in  the  Queen’s  interefts,  and  of  preferving  to  her  the 
Princes  her  children,  who  were  in  danger  of  being  taken 
from  her.  It  is  fufficient  for  my  juftification,  to  make  it 
appear  that  I  am  guilty  of  no  other  crime  but  that  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  devoted  to  your  Royal  Highnefs.  This  confide- 
ration  alone,  Monfeigneur,  keeps  me  from  confenting  to 
an  exchange,  which  being  difhonourable,  might  leave  a 
blemiffi  upon  your  Royal  Highnefs,  feeing  I  was  never 
accufed  of  any  other  crime  but  that  in  which  you  was  in¬ 
volved, 
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Volved.  Whatever  fondnefs  I  may  have  for  my  eftateand 
dignities,  I  had  no  regard  to  them  when  your  Royal  High- 
nefs’s  fervice,  and  the  intereft  of  the  State  were  in  que- 
ftion  ■  and  I  with  joy  diverted  my  felf  of  them  to  fave 
my  honour,  and  to  gain  an  opportunity  of  making  known 
my  innocence  and  the  purity  of  my  intentions.  As  it  fhall 
be  my  conrtant  care  to  preferve  thefe  in  all  my  future 
conduit,  I  prefume  moil  humbly  to  intreat,  that  your 
Royal  Highnefs  will  not  refufe  fome  marks  of  your  favour 
to  him  who  has  always  endeavour’d  to  merit  it  by  his  moft 
humble  fervices,  and  who  has  the  fatisfaftion  to  have 
fhown  to  all  the  world  that  he  has  been,  without  referve. 

Tour  mojl  humble ,  mojl  obedient ,  and 

Nyon,  the  5th  of  faithful  fervant , 

April,  1644..  j  j  j  j 

The  Duke  of  Bouillon; 

Letters  from  the  Vifcount  to  his  Sifter. 

Dear  Sifter , 

Q  EVERAL  perfons  have  fent  me  word,  that  it  is  re-N.  II, 

•  *  ported  at  Paris,  I  am  upon  no  good  footing  with  theB.  II.  and 
Duke  d’Enguien,  and  not  well  pleafed  to  be  joined  in 
command  with  him.  I  entreat  you,  when  you  hear  this 
talked  of,  to  teftify  that  I  am  not  fo  impertinent,  and  that 
it  is  an  honour  I  have  always  extremely  delired.  I  allure 
you  that  there  is  a  very  great  union  in  the  Army ;  the 
Duke  d’Enguien  and  I  are  in  as  good  terms  as  poffible  : 

I  am  likewife  very  well  with  the  Marihal  de  Guichej  we 
have  no  differences,  and  are  always  very  good  friends.  I 
have  alfo  great  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  behaviour  of 
the  German  Army  towards  me:  I  have  not  found  in  it 
the  leaft  oppofition  to  my  orders,  but  on  the  contrary  a  very 
ready  obedience.  When  this  affair  is  over,  I  lliali  write 
to  you  more  at  length;  adieu,  my  dear  Sifter.  I  am 

Your  mojl  humble  and 

tnojl  affectionate  fervant  and  Brother , 

from  the  Camp  before  Philipsbourg, 
the  3d  of  Sept.  1644. 

R  2 


Tukenne. 

Another 
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Another  to  the  fame. 

Dear  Sifter , 

IAm  ftill  very  much  in  pain  for  you  on  account  of  your 
illnefs-  and  when  you  are  well,  I  fhall  have  another 
caufe  of  uneafinefs,  and  that  is  a  fear  left  you  be  angry 
with  me  for  not  writing  to  you  oftener.  I  confefs  that 
at  firft  I  could  not  prevail  with  my  felf  to  write  any  thing 
to  you  of  my  misfortune  at  Mariendal,  knowing  how 
much  it  would  affedt  you.  I  was -as  much  afhamed  for 
you  as  for  my  felf.  And  though  it  be  an  odd  fort  of  a 
reafon,  yet  I  fwear  I  could  not  refolve  to  write  to  you  my 
felf.  If  after  a  misfortune  which  befel  me  through  my 
companion  for  the  troops  which  were  very  much  fatigued, 
and  my  complaifance  for  the  Officers,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  comfort  my  felf  with  any  thing,  it  is  with  this,  that 
the  enemy  have  made  no  advantage  of  their  victory.  M. 
Konigfmark’s  troops,  thofe  of  Hefle,  and  mine,  all  thefe 
join’d  with  the  Duke  d’Enguien’s,  will  put  affairs  in  a 
better  pofture  than  could  have  been  expedted.  I  have 
not  two  thoufand  men  lefs  than  I  had  before  the  battle. 
I  took  three  or  four  days  ago  a  fmall  town  where  there 
were  a  hundred  of  the  enemy,  who  have  lifted  in  our 
troops.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  the  Landgravefs 
of  Heffe  for  fending  her  troops  fo  far  with  me  at  a  time 
when  the  enemy  might  have  entered  her  Country :  I  aft 
fure  you  fhe  is  a  very  worthy  Lady.  I  conjure  you  to 
love  me  always,  that  being  the  thing  in  the  world  that 
will  give  me  the  greateft  pleafure.  I  am. 

Dear  Sifter , 

Tour  moji  humble ,  and 

At  the  Camp,  the  .  .  _  . 

41  h  of  July,  1645.  moft  affectionate  Jervant  and  Brother , 

TURENNE, 

Another. 

Dear  Sifter , 

BE  F O RE  mentioning  any  news,  I  fhall  tell  you  that 
your  reprimanding  me  has  not  changed  my  fentiments 
with  regard  to  you }  and  I  fwear,  that  if  I  fometimes  neg- 

ledt 
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left  to  write  to  you,  it  is  becaufe  I  am  perfectly  well  aft 
fured,  that  you  will  neverthelefs  love  me  unalterably. 

There  was  fought  two  days  ago  near  Nordl ingen  the 
greateft  battle  that  has  been  iince  the  war  began.  The 
French  cavalry  had  the  right,  and  I  and  my  cavalry 
the  left.  The  right  was  entirely  defeated,  as  was  likewife 
the  French  infantry :  we  had,  God  be  thanked,  better 
fortune  in  the  left  ^  we  there  made  our  felves  mailers  of 
the  field  of  battle,  took  almoft  all  the  enemies  canon, 
and  Gleen,  who  commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  Bava¬ 
rians  :  the  Duke,  by  the  greateft  good  fortune  in  the 
world,  after  having  had  two  horfes  killed  under  him,  and 
being  (lightly  wounded  in  the  arm,  came  to  the  wing  where 
I  was,  a  little  before  the  troops  with  whom  he  had  refolved 
to  continue,  were  broke.  He  teftified  his  fatisfaclion  with 
regard  to  my  conduct  upon  this  occalion.  You  know 
by  the  news  the  number  of  thofe  who  were  killed  or  made 
prifoners.  We  have  had  accounts  of  Marihal  de  Gra- 
mont,  whom  the  enemy  have  carried  into  Bavaria,  that 
is  to  iay,  to  the  Danube,  whither  their  Army  retired,  af¬ 
ter  quitting  the  field  of  battle.  Their  lois  was  greater 
than  ours,  tho’  the  French  Army  was  entirely  rcpulfed  : 

I  make  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  faid  at  Paris,  that  the  vic¬ 
tory  was  entirely  owing  to  the  German  cavalry.  The 
Duke  made  me  more  compliments  upon  this  occafion 
before  the  whole  Army  than  I  can  tell  you,  neither  can  I  ex- 
preis  how  great  courage  and  conduit  he  himfelf  (hewed  in 
the  action.  I  had  four  battalions  of  infantry,  two  of  which 
under  M.  de  Chabot  were  to  fupport  the  Duke’s  Army, 
and  the  two  others  were  polled  near  his  infantry  •  but  the 
French  cavalry  in  their  flight  carried  all  thofe  away ;  fothat 
only  the  German  cavalry  and  the  Heffians  flood  their  ground. 
The  Duke  thinks  he  cannot  enough  commend  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  and  indeed  he  is  indebted  to  them  for  his  life  and 
his  liberty.  It  is  not  to  be  exprelled  in  what  a  kind  man¬ 
ner  he  does  me  the  honour  to  converfe  with  me.  I  en¬ 
treat  you  would  lignify  to  the  Princefs  and  the  Duchefe 
of  Longueville  how  much  I  reckon  my  felf  obliged  to 
him  for  it.  I  am  very  forry  to  hear  that  you  are  fo  often 
troubled  with  an  ague.  I  earneftly  pray  God  may  preferve 
you,  for  I  have  not  a  greater  pleaiure  in  the  world  than 
to  know  that  you  are  well.  Adieu,  dear  Sifter. 

From  the  camp  before  Nordlingen, 

the  8th  of  Aug.  1 645.  3 
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Another. 

T  Have  only  time  to  write  this  fhort  word  I  have  received 
JL  your  letter,  wherein  you  defire  to  know  how  you  are 
to  get  out  of  Paris,  and  what  I  would  advife  in  the  matter, 

I  think  if  you  can  find  there  any  place  of  fafety,  you 
ought  not  to  fiir  ■  you  fhould  rather  go  and  live  with  fome 
of  our  friends.  When  the  way  from  Paris  to  the  King’s 
Army  is  open,  I  fhall  acquaint  you  whither  you  may  come. 

I  love  you  with  all  my  heart. 

Sully,  the  30th  of  March,  1652. 

Something  has  happened  at  Gergeau ,  hut  not  very  confix 
derable. 

Letter  from  the  Elector  of  Mentz  to  the  Vif count  de 

Lurenne. 

SIR , 

N.  III.  T  Had  this  morning  certain  accounts  from  Munfter,  that 
J5.  IL  jL  by  the  grace  of  God  the  fo  long  defired  peace  was 
figned,  fubferibed,  and  folemnly  publifhed  at  Munfter  and 
Ofnabourg  the  24-th  of  this  month.  I  would  not  fail  to 
acquaint  your  Highnefs  of  it  by  this  prefent,  and  to  beg 
that  when  the  King’s  Army  goes  out  of  Germany,  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  fpare  my  territories  in  your  march, 
I  have  lb  many  proofs  of  your  Highnefs’s  good-will  and 
affection,  that  I  venture  to  promifemy  felf  this  fatisfadtion. 
I  fhall  fhortly  fend  a  deputy  to  treat  with  you  of  fome 
affairs,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  favours  you  have  hither¬ 
to  done  me.  I  hope  you’ll  do  me  the  honour  to  believe 
that  I  a,m  entirely 

Your  Highnefs’s  moft  humble ,  and 

Afchaffembcurjr,  the  29th 

®f  Octob,  16-3.B.  mfi  affiedlionate  fervantr 

John  Philip,  Elector  of  Ment&; 
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Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Wirtemherg  to  the  Vifcount. 

Coufin 3 

BEING  affur’d  this  morning  by  an  exprefs  from  my  N.  IV. 

deputy  at  Munfter,  that  the  peace  was  fubfcribed  B.  Ill. 
the  24th  current,  I  would  not  negleCt  to  communicate 
the  news  to  your  Highnefs,  lince  I  am  perfuaded  it  will  be 
very  agreeable  to  you,  and  the  rather  that  by  this  means  I 
fhall  foon  reap  the  benefit  of  the  kind  intentions  of  the 
Crowns  of  France  and  Sweden  for  my  reiteration.  I 
know  that  your  Highnefs  will  rejoice  with  me  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  that  the  war  being  finifh’d,  you  will  act  in 
the  prefent  conjuncture  for  the  prefervation  of  my  eftates, 
with  the  fame  affection  you  have  always  exprefs’d  for  a 
Prince,  who  is, 

Coufin ,  Your  moft  humble ,  and 

Studgard,  the  31ft  . 

ofOftob.  1648.  mofi  affectionate  fervant  and  coufin , 

Eberhard,  Duke  of  Wirtemberg. 

Letters  from  the  Queen  Mother  to  the  Vifcount. 

Letter  I. 

Coufin , 

*'T"  HOUGH  it  be  reported  at  Paris,  that  your  Brother 
X  has  taken  part  with  the  Parliament,  which  is  now 
in  open  rebellion  ;  yet  I  cannot  believe  it,  when  I  confi- 
der  that  he  knows  what  refolutions  I  have  taken  with  re¬ 
gard  to  your  eftablifhment,  and  what  I  was  willing  to  do 
for  his  intereft  in  particular,  and  for  that  of  the  whole  fa¬ 
mily.  But  be  it  as  it  will,  I  am  fo  well  alfured  not  only  of 
your  not  joining  with  him,  but  even  of  your  detefting  his 
conduCt,  if  it  has  been  truly  reprefented,  that  I  have  no 
other  end  in  writing  thefe  lines,  but  to  teftify  the  entire 
confidence  I  have  in  you,  and  to  allure  you  of  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  my  favour :  for  what  I  have  further  to  fay,  I 
refer  you  to  my  Coufin  the  Cardinal  Maxarin,  whom  I, 
better  than  any  body,  know  to  be  your  beft  friend.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  remain 

S.  Germain  en  La  ye,  Tmr  kind  C™fin1  AnNE'  t 

Jan.  the  nth,  1649.  R  4  LETTER 
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Letter  II. 

Coufin , 

I  Send  the  Sieur  Hervart  to  treat  of  thofe  affairs  which 
regard  the  fervice  of  the  King  my  Son,  and  by  this 
defire  you  would  have  entire  confidence  and  trail  in  what 
he  fays  to  you  on  my  part  j  if  it  be  neceifary  for  fatisfy- 
ing  the  Officers  of  the  Army  you  command,  that  he 
oblige  himfelf  in  my  name  to  pay  what  you  agree  upon 
with  them,  you  need  make  no  difficulty  of  warranting  what 
he  promifes,  for  I  allure  you,  and  give  you  my  word, 
that  I  will  punctually  perform  it.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
remain 

S.  Germain  en  Laye,  T°Ur  kind 

Jan.  the  I2ih,  1649.  ANNE. 


Letter  III. 

Ccuftn, 

'TP  H  E  fault  into  which  your  Brother  the  Duke  of 
I  Bouillon  is  again  fallen,  at  a  time  when  he  knew  I 
had  done  or  refolved  to  do  every  thing  that  could  be  for 
his  advantage,  and  that  of  his  family,  affeCts  me  chiefly,  on 
account  of  the  uneafinefs  which  I  know  it  will  give  you  j 
for  as  to  your  part,  lam  fo  fully  convinced  of  your  affec¬ 
tion,  and  of  your  attachment  to  the  intereftsof  the  King  my 
Son  and  to  mine,  that  I  am  perfuaded  your  zeal  will  rather 
encreafe  in  this  conjuncture,  and  that  no  confideration  of 
proximity  of  blood  will  occafion  the  lealt  alteration  in  it. 
Affure  your  felf  likewife  that  I  will  redouble  the  teftimo- 
nies  of  my  confidence  and  good  will,  and  that  I  ffiall 
always  have  fo  high  a  confideration  for  you,  that,  for  your 
fake  alone,  I  ffiall  make  no  difficulty,  how  great  foever 
your  Brother’s  crime  is,  to  do  every  thing  you  can  defire 
for  the  honours  of  your  Houfe.  Referring  my  felf  to  what 
I  have  order’d  my  Coulln  Cardinal  Mazarin  to  write,  I 
remain,  with  great  affection, 

S.  Germain  en  Laye,  YoUr  klnd  CoI‘M 

jan.  the  2,3th,  1649.  Anne. 


Letter 
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Letter  IV. 

Coufiny 

THOUGH  I  have  already  acquainted  you  of  the  good 
intentions  I  have  towards  you,  and  on  your  account 
towards  your  whole  family ;  yet  I  was  willing  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  the  Sieur  de  Ruvigni’s  journey,  to  explain 
them  more  particularly.  I  affure  you  then,  with  regard  to 
the  honours  of  your  Houfe,  that  the  firft  time  I  fee  you, 

I  will,  without  delay,  put  you  in  polfeffion  of  thofe  privi¬ 
leges  which  were  refer’d  to  be  treated  of  till  after  the 
majority  of  the  King  my  Son.  As  to  the  Sovereignty  of 
Sedan,  and  what  relates  to  your  Brother  the  Duke  of 
Bouillon,  though  his  fault  be  as  great  as  can  be  conceived, 
efpecially  confidering  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  favour¬ 
able  intentions  I  had  towards  all  his  concerns,  I  will  not 
only,  for  your  fake,  forget  and  forgive  it,  upon  his  re¬ 
turning  to  his  duty,  but  alfo,  for  the  fame  reafon,  put 
him  immediately  in  pofleffion  of  the  faid  privileges,  the 
confideration  of  which  was  remitted  till  the  King’s  majo¬ 
rity.  And  touching  the  exchange  of  Sedan,  he  fhall  be 
treated  as  favourably,  and  have  the  fame  conditions  as  were 
agreed  upon  at  the  lail  conference  about  that  affair.  You 
ought  to  look  upon  all  thefe  advances  as  marks  of  the 
fmcere  affection  I  have  for  you ;  and  you  may  be  affined 
that  at  all  other  times  when  I  fhall  have  an  opportunity  of 
obliging  you,  you  fhall  meet  with  no  lefs  fubftantial  proofs 
of  it.  In  the  mean  time,  I  remain 

Tour  kind  Coufm , 

S.  Germain  en.  Laye, 

Jan.  the  agth,  1649.  ANNE. 

Brevets  from  the  King  in  favour  of  the  IToufe  of 

Bouillon. 

Brevet  I. 

THIS  day,  the  twentieth  of  March,  one  thoufand  N.  V. 

fix  hundred  and  forty  feven,  the  King  being  atParis,  B.  III. 
and  defiring  to  teftify  his  good  will  to  the  Duke  of  Bou¬ 
illon  and  M.  de  Turenne  his  Brother,  his  Majefty,  by  the 
advice  of  the  Queen  Regent  his  Mother,  in  interpretation 

of 
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of  the  Declaration  addreffed  to  his  Parliament  of  Paris, 
has  declared  that  his  will  and  intention  is,  that  the  faid 
Sieurs  de  Bouillon  and  de  Turenne  and  their  defcendants 
lhall  hold  the  rank  and  precedence  belonging  to  their  fa¬ 
mily,  on  account  of  the  Duchy  of  Bouillon  and  the  So¬ 
vereign  Principalities  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt;  and  iliall 
be  treated  in  all  refpefts  as  other  Princes  defcended  of 
Sovereign  Houfes.  In  witnefs  whereof,  his  Majefty  has  or¬ 
dered  me  to  expedite  this  prefent  Brevet,  which  it  is  his 
pleafure  to  fign  with  his  own  hand,  and  to  have  counter- 
fign’d  by  me  his  Counfellor- Secretary  of  State,  and  of  his 
difpatches  and  finances. 

Signed  Louis,  and  underneath  De  Lomenie. 

Brevet  II. 

THIS  day,  the  fecond  of  April,  one  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  nine,  the  King  being  at  S.  Germain 
en  Laye,  and  remembring  that  by  his  Brevet  of  the  twen¬ 
tieth  of  March,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  feven, 
bis  Majefty  had  declared  that  his  intention  was  that  the 
Duke  of  Bouillon  and  M.  de  Turenne  Inis  Brother  and 
their  defcendants  fhould  enjoy  the  rank  and  precedence 
belonging  to  their  family  on  account  of  the  Duchy  of 
Bouillon,  and  the  Sovereign  Principalities  of  Sedan  and 
Raucourt,  and  be  treated  as  other  Princes  defcended  from 
Sovereign  Houfes ;  and  being  willing,  in  confequence  of 
his  declaration  given  in  the  month  of  March  laft,  in  or¬ 
der  to  put  an  end  to  the  commotions  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  reftore  every  one  to  his  honours  and  privileges,  to 
make  known  his  will  with  regard  to  the  faid  Sieurs  de  Bou¬ 
illon  and  de  Turenne  :  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance, 
his  Majefty,  by  the  advice  of  the  Queen  Regent  his  Mo¬ 
ther,  has  confirm’d,  and,  in  as  far  as  is  neceffary,  does 
confirm  his  faid  Brevet  of  the  twentieth  of  March,  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  feven,  and  by  fo  doing  has 
declared  and  does  declare  that  he  wills  and  intends  that 
the  faid  Sieurs  de  Bouillon  and  de  Turenne  and  their  def¬ 
cendants  do  hold  the  rank  and  precedence  which  belong 
to  their  family  on  account  of  the  Duchy  of  Bouillon, 
and  the  Sovereign  Principalities  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt, 
and  be  treated  in  all  refpedts  as  are  the  other  Princes  in 
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this  Kingdom  defeended  of  Sovereign  Houfes :  In  wit- 
nefs  whereof,  his  Majefty  has  figned  this  prefent  Brevet 
with  his  own  hand,  and  order’d  it  to  be  counterfigned  by 
us  his  Counfellors-Secretaries  of  State,  and  of  his  diipatches 
and  finances. 

Signed  Louis. 

And  underneath  Phelipeaux,  De  Guenegaud, 

Le  Tellier,  and  De  Lomenie. 

B  R  E  V  E  E  T  III. 

THIS  day,  the  twenty-fixth  of  October,  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  forty  nine,  the  King  being  at  Paris, 
and  well  inform’d  that  the  Dukes  of  Bouillon  and  Sove¬ 
reign  Princes  of  Sedan  have  been  comprehended  and  nam¬ 
ed  among  the  Princes  and  Eftates  that  were  friends  and 
allies  of,  and  protected  by  this  Crown,  in  feveral  treaties 
of  peace,  and  other  publick  adts  between  the  Kings,  his 
Majefty’s  predeceflors,  and  the  Emperors,  Kings  of  Spain, 
and  other  Princes  •  that  by  particular  treaties  of  protec¬ 
tion  granted  by  the  Kings,  predeceflors  of  his  Majefty, 
and  even  by  that  of  the  late  King,  of  glorious  memory, 
whom  God  abfolve,  dated  the  fixth  of  Auguft,  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  one,  and  efpecially  by  the 
particular  treaty  made  the  fame  day,  they  are  ftiled  and 
acknowledged  Sovereigns  of  the  Duchy  of  Bouillon,  and 
the  Principalities  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt  ;  that  by 
the  exchange  of  the  faid  Principalities  with  fome  of  the 
King’s  demefnes,  propofed  and  refolved  upon  in  the  late 
King’s  life-time  as  very  advantageous  to  the  State,  the 
conditions  of  which  were  agreed  upon  in  the  King’s  name 
with  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  the  articles  figned  by  his 
Majefty  the  twentieth  of  March,  one  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  feven,  and  confirmed  by  articles  afterwards 
drawn  up  at  a  conference  held  at  S.  Germain  en  Laye, 
the  thirtieth  of  March,  in  the  prefent  year  1649  j  and 
in  execution  of  the  faid  articles,  by  an  exprefs  Brevet  from 
his  Majefty,  dated  the  fecond  of  April  in  this  prefent  year, 
figned  with  his  own  hand,  and  counterfigned  by  four  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State,  the  faid  Duke  and  M.  deTurenne  his 
Brother  are  maintained  in  the  rank  and  preheminence  of 
Princes }  and  that  moreover  they  are  ftiled  and  treated  as 
perfons  of  that  quality,  and  as  Princes  born,  in  all  Courts, 
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and  even  by  the  Pope,  the  Emperor,  his  Catholick  Maje¬ 
fty,  and  other  Kings  and  Princes,  which  they  make  appear 
by  feveral  authentick  records :  And  his  Majefty  consider¬ 
ing  that  for  the  caufes  abovementioned,  the  faid  Sieurs  de 
Bouillon  and  Turenne  could  not  have  been  comprehended 
in  the  Brevet  granted  the  tenth  of  this  prefent  month,  at 
the  inftance  of  feveral  Gentlemen  at  Paris  •  and  that  no¬ 
thing  could  have  been  done  to  derogate  from  what  has 
been  fo  folemnly  granted  and  promifed  by  the  faid  trea¬ 
ties,  his  Majefty,  by  the  advice  of  the  Queen  Regent  his 
Mother,  in  confirmation,  in  as  far  as  is  neceffary,  of  the 
Brevet  granted  them  the  faid  fecond  of  April  laft,  has  de¬ 
clared  and  does  declare,  that  his  will  and  pleafure  is,  that 
the  faid  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  the  faid  Sieur  de  Tu¬ 
renne  his  Brother,  and  their  defendants,  do  enjoy  the 
rank,  prerogatives,  and  preheminences  belonging  to  their 
houfe  on  account  of  the  Duchy  of  Bouillon  and  the  So¬ 
vereignties  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt,  and  be  treated  in  all 
relpeds  as  are  the  Princes  defended  of  Sovereign  fami¬ 
lies  fettled  in  this  Kingdom,  any  thing  in  the  faid  Brevet 
of  the  tenth  of  this  prefent  month  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ftanding.  His  Majefty,  in  teftimony  of  his  will,  having 
commanded  me  to  make  out  for  them  this  prefent  Brevet, 
which  he  has  figned  with  his  own  hand,  and  caufed  to  be 
counterfigned  by  me  his  Counfellor-Secrerary  of  State, 
and  of  his  difpatches  and  finances. 

Signed  Louis,  and  underneath  De  Lomenie. 

Brevet  IV. 

LOUIS,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and 
-  Navarre,  to  all  prefent  and  to  come,  health.  Be  it 
known,  that  though  our  moft  dear  and  well-beloved  Coufin 
Frederic  Maurice  de  la  Tour  d’ Auvergne,  Duke  of  Bou¬ 
illon,  Sovereign  Prince  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt,  has  this 
day,  by  a  contract  palled  before  two  notaries  at  the 
Chatelet  of  Paris,  given  up  and  transferr’d  to  us  in 
an  exchange  the  property  of  the  faid  Sovereignties  of 
Sedan  and  Raucourt,  and  others  in  their  neighbourhood 
belonging  to  him,  on  account  of  his  faid  Duchy  of  Bou¬ 
illon  :  We  have  not  neverthelefs  intended,  nor  do  intend 
that  this  ceffion  and  transfer  fhould  hereafter  hurt,  or  in 
any  manner  whatfoever  prejudice  him  or  Ms  as  to  what 
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regards  the  rank  and  precedence  which  belong  to  him, 
not  only  on  account  of  his  faid  Duchy  of  Bouillon,  but 
likewife  on  account  of  the  faid  Sovereignties  of  Sedan 
and  Raucourt.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  judged 
it  reafonable  that  he  fhould  be  continued  and  maintained 
in  them  in  all  refpetfts  as  if  he  were  ftill  in  pofiefllon  of 
the  faid  Sovereignties  which  he  has  given  up  to  us,  as  a  con¬ 
dition  which  makes  a  part  of  the  faid  contrast  of  exchange , 
and  which  we  have  thereby  granted  to  him.  For  thefe 
caufes  and  other  weighty  confiderations  thereto  moving  us, 
by  the  advice  of  the  Queen  Regent,  our  moft  honoured 
Lady  and  Mother,  of  our  molt  dear  and  well-beloved 
Uncle  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  of  our  moft  dear  and  well- 
beloved  Coufin  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  other  principal 
Lords  of  our  Council,  and  of  our  own  knowledge,  full 
power,  and  Royal  Authority,  we  have  declared,  and 
by  thefe  prefents  figned  with  our  hand,  do  declare, 
that  our  will  and  intention  is,  that  notwithftanding  the 
ceftion  and  transfer  made  to  us  of  the  faid  Sovereignties,  our 
laid  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  his  heirs  in  a  diredt 
line,  both  male  and  female,  do  enjoy  the  fame  honours, 
place,  dignities,  prerogatives  and  precedencies  belonging 
to  the  faid  Duchy  of  Bouillon,  and  the  faid  Sovereignties 
of  Sedan  and  Raucourt,  which  he  and  the  Dukes  of  Bou¬ 
illon,  Lords  of  the  faid  Sovereignties,  have  enjoyed,  or 
ought  to  enjoy,  either  within  or  without  the  Kingdom,  in 
which  we  will  that  they  be  continued  and  maintained  • 
that  none  pretend  that  by  this  faid  ceftion  they  have  loft 
any  thing  of  the  rank  they  have  always  had ,  or  ought  to 
have  had ,  or  make  any  difputes  with  them  for  that  reafon ; 
and  that  all  the  pretenfions  which  our  faid  Coufin  may 
have  on  that  account  remain  in  their  full  force  without 
being  diminifhed  in  any  thing,  as  if  he  was  in  pofleflion 
of  the  faid  territories  and  fovereignties  by  him  given  up. 
We  declare  furthermore,  that  for  the  confiderations  above 
fpecified,  our  intention  alfo  is,  that  our  moft  dear  and 
well  beloved  Coufin  Henry  de  la  Tour,  Vifcount  de  Tu- 
renne,  Marfhal  of  France,  Brother  to  our  faid  Coufin 
the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  his  children  male  and  female, 
enjoy  the  fame  honours,  rank,  and  precedency  which  he 
does  and  ought  to  enjoy  as  Son  and  Brother  of  a  Duke 
of  Bouillon,  and  Sovereign  Prince  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt  • 
and  in  cafe  our  faid  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  fhall 
2  happen 
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happen  to  die  without  children,  our  will  and  pleafure  is} 
that  our  faid  coufin  his  Brother,  his  children  male  and  fe¬ 
male  enjoy  the  fame  honouts,  rank,  precedency,  dignities 
and  prerogatives  within  and  without  the  Kingdom,  which 
our  faid  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  now  enjoys,  and  fihall 
hereafter  enjoy,  either  on  account  of  the  Duchy  of  Bou¬ 
illon,  or  in  confequence  of  thefe  prefents ;  and  (if  he  or 
his  children  fihall  happen  to  be  declared  fucceflor  or  fuc- 
ceflors  to  our  faid  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  his  Bro¬ 
ther)  as  if  the  faid  Principalities  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt 
were  ftill  in  their  family,  and  he  had  fucceeded  through 
default  of  heirs  of  our  laid  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Bouillon. 
We  likewife  give  in  charge  to  our  beloved  and  trufty 
Counfellors  the  Members  of  our  Court  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  that  they  caufe  thefe  prefents  to  be  regiftered  and 
our  faid  Coufins  to  enjoy  the  contents  thereof  fully  and 
peaceably,  without  giving  them  or  fuffering  to  be  given 
them  any  trouble  or  hinderance  whatfoever  :  We  alfo  com¬ 
mand  our  Procurator  General  to  do  all  things  necefiary 
for  that  effect  y  for  fuch  is  our  pleafure.  And  that  this 
may  be  firm  and  binding  for  ever,  we  have  caufed  our 
feal  to  be  put  to  thefe  prefents.  Given  at  Paris,  in  the 
month  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  one,  and  of  our  reign  the  eighth. 

Signed  Louis,  and  on  the  fold  By  the  King,  the 
Queen  Regent  his  Mother  being  prefent.  De  Lo- 
menie.  Revifed  Seguier.  And  fealed  with  the 
great  feal  of  green  wax,  fatten'd  with  green  and  red 
iilken  firings. 


Brevet  V. 

T"  H I S  day,  the  twentieth  of  March,  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty  one,  the  King  being  at  Paris,  and 
defiling  to  teftify  his  good  will  to  the  Duke  of  Bduillon 
and  M.  de  Turenne  his  Brother,  his  Majefty,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  Queen  Regent  his  Mother,  in  conformity  to 
what  is  ftipulaced  in  the  contradt  of  the  exchange  of  Se¬ 
dan  palfed  the  faid  day,  and  to  confirm,  in  as  far  as  is  ne- 
celfary,  the  Brevets  heretofore  expedited,  belide  what  is 
contained  in  his  declaration  addrelfed  to  his  Court  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Paris,  and  in  interpretation  of  it,  has  declared 
that  his  will  and  intention  is,  that  the  faid  Sieurs  de  Bou¬ 
illon 
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illon  and  de  Turenne  and  their  defcendants  do  enjoy  the 
rank  and  precedence  belonging  to  their  family  on  account 
of  the  Duchy  of  Bouillon  and  the  Principalities  of  Sedan 
and  Raucourt,  and  be  treated  in  all  refpetfts  as  other  Prin¬ 
ces  defcended  of  Sovereign  Houfes :  his  faid  Majefty,  in 
teftimony  of  his  will,  having  commanded  me  to  expedite 
this  prefent  Brevet,  which  he  has  figned  with  his  own 
hand,  and  caufed  to  be  counterfigned  by  me  his  Coun- 
fellor-Secretary  of  State,  and  of  his  difpatches  and  finances. 
Signed  Louis,  and  underneath,  De  Lomenie. 

Brevet  VI. 

THIS  day,  the  fifteenth  of  February,  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  two,  the  King  being  at  Saumur, 
and  defiring  to  teftify  his  good  will  to  the  Duke  of  Bou¬ 
illon  and  M.  de  Turenne  his  Brother,  and  confidering  that 
they  have  been  promifed  by  the  contract  of  the  exchange 
of  the  Principality  of  Sedan,  dated  the  twentieth  of  March 
laft  paft,  that  they  J, hall  be  treated  as  Princes  j  and  that, 
i without  that  condition ,  they  would  not  have  confcnted  to 
the  faid  exchange  j  and  knowing  likewife  that  they  have 
been  and  are  treated  in  all  places  and  on  all  occafions  by 
the  Kings ,  Princes ,  and  States  of  Chriftendom ,  as  Princes 
born  j  his  Majefty,  in  confirmation,  as  far  as  is  neceflary, 
of  the  treaties,  brevets,  and  letters  heretofore  granted 
them  on  that  head,  and  for  the  reafons  and  caufes  therein 
contained,  has  declared  and  does  declare  that  his  intention 
and  will  is,  the  faidSieurs  de  Bouillon  and  de  Turenne  and 
their  defcendants  be  treated  in  all  refpects  as  are  other 
Princes  in  this  Kingdom  defcended  of  Sovereign  Houfes, 
and  without  any  diftindtion  or  exception  with  regard  to 
them,  in  confequence  of  any  regulation  made  or  to  be 
made  by  his  Majefty,  or  the  Kings  his  fucceflors,  or  even 
in  confequence  of  propofals  which  may  be  made,  or  re- 
folutions  which  may  be  taken  in  prejudice  thereof  by  the 
States  General  of  the  Kingdom,  or  otherwife  in  any  man¬ 
ner  whatfoever.  In  witnefs  whereof,  his  Majefty  has 
figned  this  prefent  Brevet  with  his  own  hand,  and  ordered 
it  to  be  counterfigned  by  me  his  Counfellor-Secretary  of 
State,  and  of  his  difpatches  and  finances. 

Signed  Louis,  aud  underneath,  Le  Tellier. 

i  Ext  raft 
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Extract  from  the  Regifters  of  the  Council  of  State. 

N  yy.  Hp  H  E  King  having  Teen  the  petition  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  by  Frederic-Mauricede  la  Tour  d  ’Auvergne, 
Duke  of  Bouillon,  heretofore  Sovereign  Prince  of  Sedan 
and  Raucourt,  containing  that  the  exchange  of  the  faid 
Sovereignties  having  been  judged  ufeful  for  the  good  of 
the  State,  he  had  confented  to  it,  upon  the  alfurances  that 
his  Majefty  had  given,  that  notwithftanding  the  giving  up 
the  faid  Sovereignties  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt,  he,  his 
Brother  the  Sieur  de  Turenne  and  their  children  and  def- 
cendants  fhould  retain  the  rank  and  dignity  of  Princes, 
and  all  other  honours,  preheminences  and  prerogatives, 
which  he,  and  the  deceafed  Duke  of  Bouillon  their  Father 
and  their  predeceflbrs  Dukes  of  Bouillon,  and  Princes  of 
Sedan  and  Raucourt,  have  or  ought  to  have  enjoyed  ;  and 
that  in  the  fame  way  and  manner  as  is  practifed  with  re¬ 
gard  to  other  Princes  in  his  Kingdom  who  are  defcended 
of  Sovereign  Houfes,  which  condition  was  a  part  of  the 
faid  contrast  of  exchange ,  fince  without  it  he  would  not 
have  dive/led  himfelf  of  the  faid  Sovereignties-,  and  though 
his  Majefty  by  divers  publick  and  private  a£ts,  particularly 
by  his  Letters  Patent,  dated  April  1651,  has  fully  per¬ 
formed  his  promife,  and  fufficiently  explain’d  his  intenti¬ 
ons,  and  that  the  faid  Duke  of  Bouillon  has  by  the  con- 
trad:  of  exchange  referved  to  himfelf  his  right  to  the 
Duchy  of  Bouillon  j  neverthelefs  the  Duchefs  of  Vanta- 
dour  in  quality  of  Mother  and  Tutrix  to  the  children  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Vantadour,  and  the  Dukes  of  Uz.es, 
Sully,  Briffac,  Halvin,  Lefdiguiers,  and  Saint  Simon  have  the 
-  -  —  and  zdth  of  March  laft  petitioned  his  Majefty’s  Court 
the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  have  the  faid  Duke  of  BouiUon 
forbid  to  take  upon  him  the  faid  quality  of  Prince,  or  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  that  to  aflume  to  himfelf  any  other  rights, 
preheminences  and  prerogatives  than  thofe  of  Duke  and 
Peer ;  upon  which  petition  the  faid  Court  has  ordered 
that  the  opponent  parties  lay  their  caufe  before  his  Maje¬ 
fty.  And  inafmuch  as  the  faid  oppofition,  tho’  frivolous  and 
rot  allowable,  may  hereafter  ferve  for  a  pretence  to  give 
difturbance  to  him  and  his,  if  the  matter  remain  unde¬ 
cided  ■  the  faid  Duke  of  Bouillon  has  petitioned  that  his 

Majefty, 
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Majefty,  doing  juftice  therein,  would  be  pleafed  to  declare 
the  oppolition  of  the  faid  Dukes  and  Duchefs  invalid 
and  groundlefs,  to  caufe  him  to  be  preferved  and  main¬ 
tain’d  in  the  faid  rank  and  dignity  of  Prince,  and  to  pro¬ 
hibit  his  having  any  trouble  upon  that  account  on  pain  of 
difobedienee  :  His  Majefty  having  alfo  considered  the 
treaty  made  by  the  faid  Duke  of  Bouillon  with  his  Maje¬ 
fty  the  20th  of  March  i 647,  relating  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  Sovereignties  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt,  and  that  part 
of  the  Duchy  of  Bouillon,  which  the  faid  Duke  of  Bou¬ 
illon  was  in  pofleffion  of-  the  contract  of  exchange  of  the 
20th  of  March  iuy  1,  made  in  execution  of  the  faid  treaty 
between  the  Sieurs  le  Fevre  d’Ormeffon,  de  Lomenie, 
the  Count  de  Brienne,  d’Aligre,  Barillon,  and  d’Eftampes, 
his  Maj  city’s  Commissioners  and  fpecial  Procurators  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  faid  Duke  of  Bouillon  on  the  other :  His 
Majefty’s  letters  patent  dated  in  April  the  laid  year  1651, 
containing  the  ratification  of  the  faid  contract  of  exchange, 
and  addreifed  to  the  Parliament  of  Paris :  The  ails  of 
oppolition  enter’d  in  the  rolls  of  his  faid  Parliament  of 
Paris  the  25th  of  January  1652,  by  Lady  Mary  de  la 
Guiche,  relidl  of  Charles  de  Levy,  Duke  of  Vantadour, 
in  the  name  of,  and  as  tutrix  to  the  minor  children  of  the 
faid  deceafed  Duke  and  her,  concerning  the  quality  of 
Prince,  affirmed  according  to  the  laid  contrail  by  the 
faid  Duke  of  Bouillon  :  The  copy  of  a  petition  presented 

in  his  faid  Parliament  the - by  Emanuel  de  Crullol 

Duke  of  Uzes,  Maximilian-Francois  de  Bethune  Duke 
of  Sully,  Louis  de  Colfie  Duke  of  BrilTac,  and  Charles 
de  Schomberg  Duke  of  Halvin,  Peers  of  France,  defir¬ 
ing  to  be  admitted  as  opponents  to  the  regiftration  of  the 
faid  contrail  and  letters,  and  that  order  be  given  that  the 
faid  Duke  of  Bouillon  have  rank  and  place  on  account  of 
the  Duchies  which  have  been  given  him  in  exchange  by 
the  faid  contrail,  only  from  the  day  in  which  he  Should 
take  the  oath  for  the  laid  Duchies  and  Peerdoms,  and  that 
he  be  not  allowed  to  take  upon  him  the  quality  of  Prince, 
or  under  pretence  thereof  to  affume  any  greater  rights, 
preheminences  or  prerogatives  than  thofe  belonging  to  a 
Duke  and  Peer  of  France  :  An  Arret  of  his  faid  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Paris,  dated  the  20th  of  February  1C72,  by 
which  it  was  ordered  that  the  faid  letters  and  contrail  of 
exchange  Should  be  registered  in  the  rolls  of  the  laid  court, 
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in  order  to  be  executed  according  to  the  tenor  and  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  faid  Arret }  and  among  others,  that  the 
Peerdoms  of  Albret  and  Chateau-Thief ry  fhould  not  take 
effedt,  or  have  rank,  but  from  the  date  of  the  faid  Ar¬ 
ret,  the  faid  Duke  of  Bouillon  obtaining  letters  from 
his  Majedy  for  the  eredlion  of  the  fame-  and  upon  the 
protedation  of  the  faid  Dame  de  la  Guiche  in  the  afore¬ 
faid  names,  and  of  the  Dukes  of  Uzes,  Sully,  Bridie,  and 
Hal  vin,  that  they  fhould  proceed  in  the  fame  as  they  thought 
proper  :  Another  Arret  of  his  Parliament  of  Paris  of  the 
26th  of  March  in  the  faid  year,  by  which  upon  a  new 
petition  of  the  faid  Dame  de  la  Guiche  in  the  names  as 
aforefaid,  and  of  the  Dukes  of  Uzes,  Sully,  Bridie,  and 
Halvin,  and  of  Francois  de  Bonne  Duke  of  Lefdiguieres, 
and  of  Claude  Duke  of  Simon,  that  a  prohibition  might 
be  idued  out  to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  to  adume  the  faid 
quality  of  Prince,  or  under  colour  thereof  to  arrogate  any 
rights,  prerogatives,  or  preheminence  whatfoever,  greater 
than  that  of  Duke  and  Peer,  a  regiftration  was  granted 
to  the  faid  petitioners  of  their  proteft,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  they  fhould  apply  to  his  Majedy  thereupon.  \_Having 
feen  alfo]  the  letters  patents  of  the  faid  month  of  April  at 
the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  faid  contract  of  exchange, 
by  which,  according  to  the  faid  treaty  of  the  20th  of 
March  164.7,  his  Majedy  ordain’d,  that  notwithdanding 
the  refignation  to  him  made  of  the  faid  Sovereignties  of 
Sedan  and  Raucourt,  and  of  a  part  of  the  Duchy  of  Bou¬ 
illon,  the  faid  Sieur  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  his  poderity 
fhould  retain  the  rank  and  dignity  of  Princes,  and  the 
other  honours,  preheminences,  rights,  and  prerogatives, 
whereof  he  and  the  late  Duke  of  Bouillon  his  Father,  and 
their  Predecedors,  Sovereign  Princes  of  the  faid  territo¬ 
ries  and  Sovereignties  of  Sedan,  Raucourt,  and  Bouillon, 
did  enjoy,  or  ought  to  have  enjoyed  heretofore }  and  his 
Majedy  being  fully  inform’d  of  the  faid  ranks,  dignities, 
and  preheminences,  which  the  Princes  of  the  faid  territo¬ 
ries  and  Sovereignties,  and  even  the  faid  Sieur  Duke  of 
Bouillon  have  had  and  held  in  all  the  Kingdoms  and  States 
of  Europe  :  His  Majedy  being  in  counfel,  notwithdand¬ 
ing  the  protedation  of  the  faid  Dame  de  la  Guiche  in  the 
names  as  aforefaid,  and  of  the  Dukes  of  Uzes,  Sully, 
Briflac,  Halvin,  Lefdiguieres,  and  Saint  Simon,  has  or¬ 
dain’d  and  ordains  the  laid  letters  of  the  month  of  April 
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1651,  and  all  other  ads  of  his  Majefty  in  favour  of  the 
faid  Sieur  Duke  of  Bouillon  fhall  be  executed  purfuant  to 
their  form  and  tenour;  and  that  in  conformity  thereto, 
the  faid  Sieur  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  the  Sieur  deTurenne 
his  Brother,  being  Princes  born ,  and  recognized  as  fuch , 
their  children  and  defcendants  Jhall  have  and  retain  the 
tank  and  dignity  of  Princes ,  with  all  the  honours ,  prero¬ 
gatives ,  rights ,  and  preheminences  thereon  depending ,  and 
ivhich  are  enjoyed  or  may  be  enjoyed  by  other  Princes  fet¬ 
tled  in  this  kingdom.  Done  in  the  King’s  Council  of  State, 
his  Majefty  being  prefent,  held  at  Corbeil  the  25th  day 
of  May  1652. 

Signed  Le  Tellier. 

Follows  the  tenour  of  the  Commijfcn  annexed  to  the 
Jdid  Arret. 

LOUIS,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and 
Navarre,  to  our  Prime  Ufher  or  Serjeant.  Willing 
that  the  Arret  this  day  given  in  our  Council  of  State,  we 
being  prefent,  an  extrad  whereof  is  hereto  annex’d  under 
the  counter-feal  of  our  Chancery,  be  executed  according 
to  its  form  and  tenour,  we  dired  and  command  you  by 
thefe  prefents  figned  with  our  hand,  that  you  notify  the 
faid  Arret  to  all  whom  it  fhall  concern,  and  do  every 
thing  requifite  and  neceffary  for  the  execution  thereof;  for 
which  doing,  we  give  you  power,  commidion,  and  fpe- 
cial  charge  by  thefe  faid  prefents,  without  asking  any 
permiflion,  Placet ,  Vija  ni  pareatis  ;  for  fuch  is  our  plea- 
fure.  Given  at  Corbeil,  the  25th  day  of  May,  the  year 
of  the  Redemption  one  thoufandLx  hundred  and  fifty  two, 
and  the  tenth  of  our  Reign. 

Signed  Louis,  and  underneath  By  the  King,  Le 
Tellier,  with  crofs  bars  and  flourifh,  and 
fealed  on  a  fingle  label  with  the  great  feai  of 
yellow  wax. 
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Letters  from  the  Prince  of  Conde  to  the  Vifcount  de 

Turenne. 

Letter  I. 

N.  VII.  '-y'HE  obligations  I  have  to  you  are  fb  great,  that  I 
_I  want  words  to  exprefs  my  fenfe  of  them.  I  fhall  be 
mortally  impatient  till  you  give  me  an  opportunity  to  be 
even  with  you.  I  fwear  to  you  I  have  nothing  in  the 
world  more  at  heart,  and  will  do  every  thing  to  ferve 
you.  As  to  affairs,  I  refer  you  to  what  I  write  to  my 
lifter,  and  fhall  add  nothing  here  but  that  you  may  dif- 
pofe  abfolutely  of  me,  and  that  you  are  the  man  in  the 
world  whom  I  love  and  honour  the  moft. 

J 

Louis  de  Bourbon. 

Pray  affine  Meffieurs  de  Beauveau,  de  Duras,  and  de 
Grandpre  of  my  fervices,  as  alfo  Meffieurs  de  St.  Romain, 
Sarrafm,  and  all  the  Officers  who  are  with  you. 

The  20th  of  Feb.  1651. 

Letter  II. 

SIR , 

I  Received  the  honour  of  yours,  and  have  feen  that 
which  you  wrote  to  my  lifter.  I  doubt  not  but  lhe 
fends  you  a  full  account  of  all  things.  I  beg  to  hear 
from  you  as  often  as  polfible,  that  I  may  know  what  paf- 
fes  on  your  fide,  whether  in  relation  to  the  truce,  or  the 
fufpenfion  of  arms.  Affairs  here  are  not  yet  in  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation  as  could  be  wifh’d,  but  we  are  doing  our  beft  in 
order  to  it :  you  fhall  know  the  particulars  by  the  firft 
opportunity.  M.  de  Bouillon’s  contrad  will  be  fign’d  in 
a  few  days  to  his  fatisfadion.  There  was  one  article  which 
I  got  fettled  the  day  before  yefterday  that  had  put  a  flop 
to  that  affair,  and  it  was  a  very  important  one.  It  was 
that  the  Duke  your  brother  fhould  fwear  upon  the  faith 
of  a  Prince;  fo  that  now  all  is  concluded.  As  to  your 
particular  interefts,  my  lifter  has  fpoke  to  me  of  them  at 
large.  I  fhall  take  the  care  of  them  that  I  ought.  I  fwear 
to  you  they  will  ever  be  dearer  to  me  than  my  own,  and 
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that  there  is  nothing  I  will  not  do  to  convince  you  of 
this.  We  fend  you  fome  money,  and  defire  you  will 
freely  tell  us  what  farther  fums  you  fhall  want,  we  will 
fupply  you  immediately.  Be  allured,  I  conjure  you,  of 
my  entire  friendfhip,  and  grant  me  the  continuance  of 
yours,  fince  I  am  more  than  any  man  in  the  world 

Paris,  IS  March  Your  affe£tiomte fervant, 

1651. 

Louis  de  Bourbon. 


Letter  III. 

THE  perplexed  condition  of  affairs,  of  which  you 
have  already  had  an  account  by  the  Duke  your  bro¬ 
ther,  hinders  me  from  being  able  to  anfwer  you  pofitively 
concerning  the  peace ;  and  we  mull  wait  the  return  of 
the  perfon  fent  to  Bruflels  to  know  whether  the  Archduke 
has  power :  but  methinks  you  have  already  fufficient  rea- 
lbn  to  take  your  meafures  with  the  Spaniards  in  order  to 
your  leaving  them.  The  Duke  your  brother  has  under¬ 
taken  to  acquaint  you  with  our  fentiments  on  that  head. 
We  had  a  long  conference  with  my  lifter  upon  it.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  intreat  you  to  let  me  know  pretty  near 
about  what  time  I  fhould  have  my  people  ready  to  enter 
Stenai,  and  what  will  be  done  with  regard  to  the  town, 
and  the  things  neceflary  to  be  put  into  it,  whether  pro- 
vifions  or  ammunition.  I  have  given  the  government  of 
it  to  M.  de  Marfin,  and  I  believe  you  will  not  dilap- 
prove  my  choice.  You  are  fenlible  that  it  is  neceflary  I 
fhould  know  thefe  things  in  good  time,  that  I  may  not 
be  furpriz’d.  I  fhall  give  orders  as  foon  as  pofllble  for 
making  you  fatisfadtion  for  your  troops,  but  I  have  not 
hitherto  been  able  to  do  it,  becaufe  Monfieur  and  I  do 
not  yet  fee  the  Queen.  Your  other  concerns  are  of  more 
account  with  me,  and  dearer  to  me  than  my  own  •  and  I 
fend  you  no  compliment  when  I  allure  you  that  I  will 
make  this  appear  in  the  manner  you  lhall  defire.  I  am 

Paris,  1 8  April  Your  ffinionate  fervant , 

1651. 

Louis  de  Bourbon. 
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Letters  from  the  ViJ, count  to  the  Vifcountefs  de  Tu- 

renne. 

Letter  I. 

N.  VIII.  T  Send  the  Sieur  de  Mardaillon  to  let  you  know  that  the 
B.  IV.  J.  city  of  Ypres  has  capitulated.  It  is  certain  that  I  dif- 
cern  the  Angular  bleffing  of  God  on  every  thing  I  under¬ 
take,  and  I  am  fometimes  the  better  man  for  it :  however 
I  am  often  very  naughty  ;  I  tell  you  fincerely  how  it  is 
with  me. 

We  had  a  communion  here  laft  Sunday,  M.  Brevin 
made  an  excellent  fermon ;  one  ought  to  grow  better  for 
fuch  difcourfes ;  that’s  the  great  point :  but  it  is  very  hard 
to  become  good  •  and  when  I  examine  my  felf  thoroughly,  I 
find  methinks  but  little  amendment.  In  difcourfing  on  thefe 
words,  Go  out  of  Babylon ,  he  let  me  underftand,  that  he 
fhould  not  have  made  fuch  poft  hafte  as  our  Reformers. 
He  has  a  great  deal  of  knowledge,  and  no  bitternefs  of 
fipirit :  he  agreed  with  me,  that  the  people  of  the  two 
religions  are  not  on  either  fide  fairly  and  honeflly  infcruct- 
ed  in  the  tenets  of  the  other,  and  that  each  party  repre- 
fents  die  religion  of  the  other  in  fuch  a  manner  only  as 
may  beget  an  averfion  to  it  •  juft  as  in  a  town  where  there 
are  two  cabals,  you  never  meet  with  fincerity  or  candour 
on  either  fide.  I  know  what  my  filter  and  you  think  on 
this  head  with  regard  to  me.  You  imagine  that  a  perfon 
who  would  not  come  fo  much  into  my  way  of  thinking 
would  keep  me  more  Heady,  but  you  are  miftaken.  He 
preach’d  upon  the  words  of  our  Saviour  at  the  inftitution 
of  the  laft  fupper,  and  faid  not  one  word  of  controverfy  j 
one  fees  plainly  that  he  has  been  very  converfant  with  the 
antients,  and  follows  their  ftile. 

Ypres,  10  December  1658. 

L  E  T  T-E  R  II. 

THE  Duke  of  York  is  here  in  difguife;  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  ftir  in  England ;  the  people  in 
Chefhire  took  up  arms  for  King  Charles,  but  have  been 
intirely  defeated  by  the  troops  of  the  Parliament  com¬ 
manded 


Political  Instructions,  &c. 

manded  by  Lambert.  I  fhould  have  done  the  Royal  Houfe 
of  Stuart  a  confiderable  piece  of  fervice,  if  the  affair  had 
not  been  fo  foon  quafh’d ;  I  had  even  advanc’d  fome  mo¬ 
ney  for  that ;  you’ll  fee  an  account  of  the  fums.  Tho’ 
I  fhould  not  be  reimburfed  by  the  Court,  it  muff  not 
be  fpoke  of,  but  that  defeat  overturns  at  prefent  all  my 

proje&s . Call  to  mind  a  little  my  leffons  ; 

avoid  d ejection  of  mind  ;  it  is  the  moft  dangerous  of  all 
difeafes.  We  muft  endeavour  after  a  real  inward  change, 
and  to  find  difinterefted  pleafuresin  the  world  j  otherwife 
we  ought  to  quit  it.  I  am  more  hard  upon  thofe  I  love 
than  upon  others  •  but  tho’  I  take  upon  me  to  reprimand, 
I  am  not  the  lefs  fenfible  of  my  own  faults. 

Calais,  id  Dec.  1659. 

Letter  III. 

I  Sincerely  own  to  you,  with  refpect  to  the  book  pub- 
li flied  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Port  Royal,  I  can 
fubfcribe  to  the  article  I  wrote  to  you  about.  Let  us 
but  lay  afide  prejudice,  and  we  fhall  often  find  in  thofe 
long  declamations  that  are  made  againft  the  Catholicks,  a 
fpirit  of  ftrife  and  wrangling,  and  that  fome  people  are  fo 
intent  upon  reforming,  that  they  quite  forget  charity.  A  man 
.muff  have  an  extreme  good  opinion  of  himfelf  to  believe 
that  education,  and  the  converting  continually  with  perfons 
of  one  fide  of  the  queftion  only,  don’t  byafs  him  that  way  j 
and  you  know  how  he  deferves  to  be  ftiled  who  won’t  liften 
to  found  reafon,  compare  things  impartially,  and  make  his 
enquiries  in  a  fpirit  of  humility  and  devotion. 

To  fhew  you  how  well  you  have  been  informed  :  A 
foreigner  of  our  religion  affures  me,  that  in  many  parts  of 
Greece  there  are  convents  of  the  fame  orders  as  in  France. 
He  named  to  me  all  the  towns  where  they  are  j  refled:  a 
little  whether  it  be  reafonable  to  disbelieve  a  man  of  good 
fenfe,  of  our  own  religion,  and  who  comes  from  the  very 
country,  when  without  the  leaft  prepofielfion,  he  Amply 
anfwers  to  the  queftions  that  are  put  to  him. 

I  have  juft  received  the  letter  from  my  Sifter,  and 
yours.  I  fee  very  well  that  Madam  de  Elbceuf  is  much 
provoked.  ^  ou  two  who  exclaim  fo  much  how  hard  it  is 
to  win  upon  a  young  woman,  do  you  take  the  proper 
S  4  methods  ? 
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methods  ?  Let  me  tell  you  that  roughnefs  and  fe  verity 
beget  averfion  in  young  people.  The  skill  is  to  follow 
fteadily  what  will  bring  you  to  your  aim,  and  the  more 
little  things  you  pafs  over  in  the  way,  the  more  skil¬ 
ful  you  are.  The  judgment  may  apply  this  maxim  to 
every  thing,  and  we  ought  to  believe  that  we  don’t  grow 
much  wifer  as  we  grow  older,  but  much  greater  reafoners. 
Before  I  turn  over,  I  fhall  own  that  what  I  have  juft  faid 
feems  exprened  with  a  little  too  much  drinels  •  I  ask  your 
pardon. 

I  had  fent  a  Gentleman,  who  {peaks  Englifh  very  well, 
to  Monck,  to  learn  his  intentions  upon  his  arrival  at  Lon-, 
don.  He  has  nothing  in  view  but  his  own  intereft,  to 
make  himfelfrich,  and  to  oppofe  the  eftablifhment  of  any 
power  or  authority  that  can  interfere  with  that  defign. 
This  Gentleman  examined  the  ftate  of  religion  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  went  to  feveral  fermons,  in  one  of  which  the 
Minifter  having  chofen  for  his  fubject  the  paffage  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael  through  the  defert,  faid,  that  as  God 
would  have  them  wander  there  forty  years,  though  he 
could  have  led  them  through  it  in  a  fhorter  time  •  juft 
fo  he  was  leading  the  people  of  England,  by  a  variety  of 
afflictions  and  round-about  ways ;  and  the  preacher  pro- 
mifed  them  that  General  Monck,  after  all  their  prefent 
divifions,  fhould  bring  them  into  a  land  flowing  with  milk 
and  honey.  One  fees  by  this,  and  by  the  multitude  of 
feels  in  England,  that  through  a  too  prefumptuous  fpirit 
of  independency,  though  there  may  be  good  fenfe  and 
perhaps  devotion  among  them,  they  have  fo  much  disfigur’d 
religion,  that  each  private  man  is  for  fetting  up  a  new 
feet  of  his  particular  fafhion,  and  that  whoever  reads  the 
word  of  God,  and  will  explain  it  after  his  own  fancy,  goes 
greater  lengths  in  folly  than  is  eafily  imagined.  You  know 
in  your  own  confcience,  that  thofe  who  educate  our  youth 
give  their  minds  a  turn  to  difpute  fomewhat  more  than  to 
true  devotion.  Of  this  latter  '  confeis  I  acquit  my  felf  but 
indifferently ,  however  I  can  fee  well  enough  the  motives 
upon  which  others  ad. 

Amiens.,  iz  Feb.  'Ld’fed.  Y  '  • 

nft  El  v.ii  4,.»  ,1  ,  y[  ....  ...  '  E' 
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Letter  IV. 

I  Have  had  a  book  here  put  into  my  hands  written  by 
one  Martin,  a  Minifter  who  has  changed  his  religion  j 
I  have  read  a  little  of  it,  and  it  feems  to  contain  good 
fenfe.  I  frankly  own  to  you  that  many  of  the  Minifters  with 
whom  I  have  convers’d,  feem  full  of  prejudices  •  and  they 
have  nothing  of  that  candour,  that  honeft  plainnefs  which 
perfuades ;  the  reafon  is,  they  are  us’d  to  have  to  do  with 
perfonswho  Content  themfelves  with  words,  and  they  don’t 
know,  that  to  fatisfy  the  mind  of  another,  it  is  much  bet¬ 
ter  to  own  themfelves  in  the  wrong,  when  they  are  fo, 
than  to  evade  the  force  of  an  argument. 

We  have  here  the  fweeteft  harmony  that  is  pofTible 
between  a  new-married  pair.  The  King  is  all  day 
long  employed  in  telling  the  numberlels  instances  of  his 
Wife’s  complaifance,  and  fhe  has  not  the  leaft  thought, 
not  even  relating  to  the  King  her  Father,  which  fhe  does 
not  inftantly  come  and  impart  to  the  King  her  Husband. 

I  am  perfuaded  the  Husband  and  Wife  love  one  another 
extremely. 

I  was  fome  time  before  I  could  underftand  what  you 
meant  by  a  llroke  you  aim  at  me  •  I  don’t  deferve  it,  and 
in  fuch  a  friendfhip  as  ours,  little  twittings  are  always  out 
of  feafon.  In  the  eyes  of  God  every  thing  is  criminal  • 
but  with  regard  to  men,  I  have  nothing  to  reproach  my 
felf.  I  know  very  well,  that  loving  me  as  you  do,  you 
will  be  extremely  concern’d  to  find  me  have  fo  quick  a 
feeling  of  your  reproaches.  But  as,  thank  God,  I  have 
no  need  of  remonftrances,  I  had  rather  disburthen  a  little 
my  mind  with  you,  than  have  too  much  referve,  efpeci- 
ally  on  a  fubjedt  that  touches  you  fo  nearly  as  religion.  I 
impart  my  thoughts  to  you  ingenuouily,  and  they  difpleafe 
you ;  to  confefs  the  truth,  I  don’t  look  upon  the  trouble 
you  are  in  with  the  fame  eye  as  if  I  had  found  you  can¬ 
did  enough  to  acknowledge  certain  truths,  which  feem  to 
me  clear  as  the  day.  Let  every  one  adt  according  to  his 
confcience,  and  then  my  fifter  and  you  and  I  fiiall  be  as 
good  friends  as  ever. 

I  read  this  morning  a  book,  which  I  found  yefterday 
at  M.  Duplefifis,  Secretary  of  State :  ’tis  a  colledtion  in 
French,  made  at  the  Port  Royal,  of  what  the  Fathers  of 
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the  firft  centuries  have  faid  concerning  the  Eucharift  *. 
The  paffages  are  there  entire,  with  the  context  before  and 
after  them,  and  nothing  of  the  author’s  own.  If  the  quo¬ 
tations  are  not  fairly  made,  ’tis  eafy  to  fhew  it ;  but  I 
aflure  you,  that  thefe  paffages  do  not  fquare  with  what 
we  fay.  I  believe  it  is  what  I  write  to  you  from  time 
to  time  on  this  head,  which  draws  upon  me  thofe  re¬ 
proaches  you  make  me  •  but  nothing  can  leffen  my  af- 
fedion  for  you.  Notwithftanding  any  thing  I  have  faid, 
I  fhall  not  flight  your  remonftrances  •  and  I  beg  you  to 
believe  that  I  am  not  infenfible  how  much  you  love  me • 
it  affeds  me  very  much.  Believe  likewife,  that  what  is 
meer  nature,  and  regards  the  common  fprings  of  adion, 
I  underftand  it  well  enough.  As  for  what  is  above  us,  I 
fubmit,  as  it  is  fit  I  fhould,  though  not  yet  to  the  degree 
I  ought.  I  was  going  once  to  tear  this  letter,  but  the 
conclufion  will  aflure  you  anew  of  my  entire  affedion. 

St.  Jean  de  Luz, 

1 1  June  1660.  *  La  pcrpetuite  de  lay  foy.  TURENNE. 


Letter  from  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  to  the  Vifcount 
de  lurenne. 


SIR , 


N.  IX.  >T'HE  only  defign  of  this  is  to  teftify  to  yourHighnefs 
An.  1654.  J-  that  I  no  fooner  heard  the  news  of  the  famous  raif- 
,  T,,  ing  of  the  fiege  of  Arras,  the  happy  fuccefs  of  which  was 
chiefly  owing  to  your  courage  and  condud,  but  I  felt  a 
fincere  joy,  which  was  fo  much  the  more  compleat,as,  you 
have  long  known  it,  I  take  an  interefl:  in  whatever  concerns 
you,  and  particularly  in  the  glory  which  you  acquire  by 
your  great  actions.  I  pray  God  that  their  confequences 
may  be  equally  happy,  and  that  they  may  continue  to  be 
as  advantageous  to  the  interefts  of  your  King,  as  glorious 
for  your  felf,  and  all  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to  be¬ 
long  to  you.  Among  which  number,  I  reckon  my  felf 
in  quality  of, 

Sir , 

Your  Highnefd s  moji  humble ,  and 


CalTd,  Sept.  24. 
1654. 


mofl  affectionate  Coufn  and  fervant , 


The  Landgrave  of  Hesse. 
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Letter  from  Duke  Francis  of  Lorrain  to  the  Vifcount 
de  Fur e nne. 

SIR , 

1  Believe  that  after  the  promife  I  have  made  your  High-  N.  X. 
nefs  to  take  part  in  all  your  interefts,  it  is  fuperfluous  Ar.  1659. 

to  allure  you  of  my  joy  for  the  good  fuccels  of  your  glo-  - — > 

rious  enterprises,  feeing  without  that  aflurance  you  ought 
to  be  perfuaded  of  it,  and  that  unlefs  I  renounce  my  felf, 

I  cannot  help  being  as  fenfible  of  your  good  fortune,  as  I 
fhould  of  my  own.  I  know  with  what  advantage  you 
would  have  made  my  fon  partaker  with  you,  and  with 
what  generofity  you  have  treated  him:  but  I  beg  you 
would  believe  that  I  have  all  the  fentiments  of  gratitude 
I  ought  to  have,  and  that  your  Highnefs  cannot  oblige 
any  perfon  who  will  be  more  devoted  to  you  than  we; 
for  my  part,  I  fhall  reckon  it  an  honour  to  fhew  my  felf 
always  to  be, 

SIR ,  Your  mojl  humble  fervant , 

Duke  Francis  of  Lorrain. 

Letter  from  the  Luke  of  IVirtemherg  to  the  Vifcount 
de  Fnrenne. 

SIR, 

SEEING  your  Highnefs  exp  re  fifes  a  fatisfadtion  in  the  An.  1659. 

honour  you  do  me  to  continue  me  the  teftimonies  of - * 

your  friendfhip,  I  have  great  reafon  to  be  highly  pleafed 
with  my  good  fortune,  and  to  acknowledge  the  favour  on 
all  occalions ;  nor  fhall  I  fail,  wherever  I  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  to  give  your  Highnefs  proofs  of  my  real  fenfe  of  it. 

Reports  both  of  peace,  and  of  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
have,  I  Believe,  fpread  every  where,  and  the  iffue  is  with 
impatience  expected,  which  I  wifh  may  be  for  the  good  of 
Chriftendom.  Whatever  the  event  be,  I  pray  your  High¬ 
nefs  would  always  remember  what  I  value  above  all  things, 
the  promife  you  made  to  continue  to  love  me ;  and  be 
fully  allured  that  I  am  as  much,  or  rather  more  with  the 
heart  than  the  mouth, 

SIR,  Your  Highnefs’ s  mojl  humble ,  and 
Studgarf,  April  3*.  moJl  offeaionate  Coufin  and  fervant. 

The  Duke  of  Wirtemberg. 

Letter 
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Letter  from  the  Eletlor  of  Mentz  to  the  Vij count 
de  Lurenne. 

SIR, 

I  Was  exceedingly  pleafed  to  fee  by  your  Highnefs’s  let¬ 
ter  the  marks  of  your  remembrance,  and  of  the  affec¬ 
tion  you  have  favour’d  me  with  in  imparting  to  me  the 
happy  accomplifhment  of  what  was  concerted  laft  year. 
The  peace  which  his  Majefty  has  given  to  his  Kingdom 
has  not  only  rejoiced  the  people  of  France,  but  alfo  oc- 
cafion’d  our  peace  in  Germany,  which  was  lately  con¬ 
cluded  at  Oliva  near  Dantzick  •  fo  that  we  are  all  indebt¬ 
ed  to  the  care  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  and  the 
Cardinal,  and  to  your  Highnefs’s  wife  conduit  of  your 
vidorious  Army,  which  has  procured  us  fo  great  a  good : 
his  Majefty  has  publickly  declared  this  by  honouring 
your  merit  with  the  office  of  Marfhal  General,  which  I 
exceedingly  rejoice  at,  wifhing  your  Highnefs  may  long 
enjoy  it,  with  the  fame  glory  which  you  have  hitherto  ac¬ 
quir’d  by  your  generous  addons.  If  the  war  breaks  out 
again  in  Germany,  I  know  that  your  Highnefs  will  com¬ 
mand  the  King’s  Army,  nor  can  he  make  a  more  worthy 
choice :  but  as  at  prefent  we  hope  for  a  general  peace 
loon,  fbme  other  opportunity  will  offer  of  feeing  your 
Highnefs  in  your  journey  to  the  frontiers,  which  you  men¬ 
tion  in  your  letter.  I  long  extremely  for  that  honour,  and 
am,  and  always  will  be, 

SIR , 

Tour  Highnefs  moji  humble  and 
mof  affectionate  fervant , 

Mentz,  May  15.  1660. 

Jean  Philippus,  Archiepifcopus,  See. 

\ 

Patent ,  by  which  the  King  conflitutes  M.  de  Turenne 
Marfhal  General  of  his  Majefty’ s  camps  and  armies. 

An.  1660.  T  OUIS,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and 
•  —  —  JL  Navarre,  to  all  who  fhall  fee  thefe  prefent  letters, 

N.  XI.  health.  We  finding  our  felves  obliged  for  the  prefervation 
of  our  State,  as  alfo  for  its  glory  and  our  reputation,  to 
keep  on  foot,  as  well  in  time  of  peace  as  of  war,  a  great 

number 
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number  of  troops,  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  to  be  always  in 
readinefs  and  in  a  condition  to  ad  for  retaining  our  people 
in  the  obedience  and  refped  they  owe  to  us,  for  preferv- 
ing  to  them  the  repofe  and  tranquillity  we  have  procur’d 
them  by  a  general  peace,  and  for  aflifting  our  allies  as  oc- 
caiion  requires.  And  as  in  order  to  make  thefe  troops  as 
ufeful,  and  to  employ  them  to  as  great  advantage  as  can 
be  done  in  ail  occafions  which  may  offer  within  or  with¬ 
out  our  Kingdom,  it  is  neceffary  and  convenient  to  fill 
up  the  office  of  Marfhal  General  of  our  camps  and  ar¬ 
mies,  as  one  of  the  moil  important  in  war,  altho’  it  has 
been  vacant  feveral  years,  we  have  refolved  to  fupply1  it 
with  a  perfon  capable  to  difeharge  it  with  courage  and  re- 
folution,  and  maintain  the  fame  with  all  the  luflre  and  dig¬ 
nity  becoming  it.  And  after  having  maturely  deliberated 
upon  the  choice,  we  have  judged  that  we  could  not  make 
a  better,  nor  one  that  will  be  more  generally  approved 
and  applauded ,  than  of  our  moll  dear  and  well  beloved 
Couiin  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  Marfhal  of  France,  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  our  Lieutenant  General  in  our  Province  of 
Limofin,  becaufe  of  the  efteem  and  univerfal  reputation 
which  his  commendable  perfonal  qualities,  and  the  great 
and  fignal  fervices  he  has  done  to  us  and  the  State,  have 
acquir’d  him,  he  having  given  publick  teflimonies  of  his 
great  capacity,  extraordinary  vigilance,  courage,  valour  and 
prudence,  alfo  of  his  confummate  experience  in  war  by  his 
great  exploits,  his  memorable  conquefts,  and  the  famous 
vidtories  he  has  gain’d  over  our  enemies  wherever  he  has 
commanded  our  armies,  whether  in  Germany  or  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  in  which  Countries  he  has  of  a  long  time  exercifed 
the  office  of  our  Lieutenant  General,  commanding  in 
chief  our  armies  which  have  added  there ;  having  likewife 
entire  confidence  in  his  fidelity  and  fingular  affection  to 
our  fervice,  we  declare,  that  for  thefe  caufes,  and  others 
thereto  moving  us,  we  have  made,  created,  ordain’d  and 
appointed,  as  by  thefe  prefents  figned  with  our  own  hand, 
we  make,  create,  ordain,  and  appoint  our  faid  Couiin  the 
Vifcount  de  Turenne,  Marfhal  General  of  our  faid  camps 
and  armies,  with  power  to  affign  quarters,  polls,  and 
lodgments  to  our  troops,  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  and 
to  difpofe  our  artillery,  provifions,  and  ammunition,  in 
places  which  he  fhall  fee  moft  proper  and  commodious  for 
the  fituation  of  our  camps  and  armies,  and  according  as 
4  he 
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he  lhall  judge  moft  convenient  for  our  fervice  ;  and  the 
faid  rank  and  office  we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
thefe  prefents  give  and  grant  to  him  to  have,  hold,  and 
hereafter  to  exercife;  to  enjoy  and  poffefs  the  honours, 
authorities,  prerogatives,  preheminences,  powers,  functions, 
and  rights  thereto  belonging,  altogether  and  in  the  fame 
form  and  manner  as  thofe  who  have  been  provided  with 
the  fame,  have  in  time  paft  enjoy’d  them ;  and  alfo  the 
falaries,  eftates,  and  appointments  which  ffiall  be  order’d 
by  us,  and  that  as  long  as  we  pleafe.  Likewife  we  by  thefe 
prefents  give  in  charge  to  all  our  Chiefs,  Captains,  and 
Leaders  of  our  people  of  war,  both  foot  and  horfe,  and 
to  our  Jufticiaries,  Officers  and  fubjedts  to  whom  it  fhall 
appertain,  that  they  acknowledge,  obey,  and  hearken  to 
our  faid  Coufin  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  of  whom  we 
have  taken  and  received  the  oath  in  fuch  cafes  ufed  and 
required,  and  whom  we  have  inflated  and  put  in  poflef- 
flon  of  the  faid  office,  as  they  would  to  our  proper  per- 
fbn  in  all  things  touching  and  concerning  the  faid  office, 
and  fuffer  him  to  execute,  enjoy,  and  exercife  it  fully 
and  peaceably,  without  trouble  or  hindrance.  Moreover 
we  charge  our  beloved  and  trufty  Counfellors,  and  Trea- 
furers  of  our  Exchequer,  and  all  other  ourTreafurers,  Re¬ 
ceivers  and  Officers  accomptable,  to  whom  it  fhall  per¬ 
tain,  to  pay,  give  and  hereafter  deliver  to  our  faid 
Coulin  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  each  in  his  year  the 
falary,  eftates,  and  appointments  which  ffiall  be  order’d 
him  by  us;  they  bringing  with  them  thefe  prefents,  or  a 
copy  of  them  duly  collated  for  once  only,  with  fufficient 
acquittances  of  our  faid  Coulin’s ;  we  will  that  whatever 
ffiall  be  paid  or  deliver’d  to  him  on  the  above  account, 
be  palled  and  allowed  in  making  up  their  accounts,  and 
deduced  and  abated  from  their  receipts  by  our  beloved  and 
trufty  Officers  belonging  to  our  accounts,  to  whom  we 
give  in  charge  fo  to  do  without  delay :  for  fuch  is  our 
pleafure.  In  teftimony  whereof  we  have  caufed  our  feal 
to  be  affix’d  to  thefe  prefents.  Given  at  Montpelier,  the 
5  th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1660,  and  of  our 
Reign  the  17th. 

Signed  LO  U I S,  and  on  the  fold,  By  the  King, 
Le  Tellier,  and  fealed  upon  a  double  label  with 
the  great  feal  of  yellow  wax. 
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Letter  from  the  Vifcount  de  Lurenne  to  the  Count 
d’Eftrades ,  Amhajfador  in  England. 

THE  King  has  feen  the  letter  which  the  Chancellor1^-  XII. 

of  England  wrote  to  you,  and  has  commanded  me®-  ^ ■ 
to  let  you  know  that  he  receives  with  great  fatisfa&ion the  ^n~  1^J2 
affurances  the  Chancellor  therein  gives  you  of  the  inten¬ 
tions  the  King  his  Matter  has  always  had  to  continue  in 
clofe  union  with  his  Majefty,  you  may  affine  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  that  the  King  has  the  lame  fentiments,  and  that  his 
Britannick  Majefty  may  be  perfuaded  that  the  treaty  which 
is  made  with  the  Dutch,  is  a  proof  of  the  King’s  friend- 
fhip,  far  from  being  an  evidence  of  the  contrary. 

To  go  back  a  little  with  refpecft  to  this  affair :  So  foon 
as  the  Ambaffadors  of  the  United  Provinces  were  arrived 
here,  and  had  ffiewn  that  they  had  full  power  to  make  an 
alliance  for  the  general  guaranty  of  all  that  the  King  and 
their  Matters  poffeffed,  his  Majefty  thought  it  for  the  good 
of  his  State  to  affift  his  allies  to  recover  their  antient  pri¬ 
vileges  by  which  they  had  fupported  themfel  ves,  and  were  put 
in  the  condition  they  are  now  in,  and  made  no  difficulty  to 
let  them  know  that  he  would  protect  them  in  general  in  all 
the  rights,  both  by  fea  and  land,  of  which  they  are  at  pre- 
fent  poflels’d.  The  Ambaffadors  from  the  United  Provin¬ 
ces  holding  themfelves  affined  of  this  article,  began  to 
demand  the  taking  off  of  certain  impofts  upon  freight, 
and  feveral  other  things  in  difpute }  which  occafion’d 
many  conferences  with  the  King’s  Minifters,  and  drew 
out  the  affair  to  a  great  length.  In  the  mean  while,  the 
King  knowing  that  his  Britannick  Majefty  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  fatisfied  if  the  word  fi/hery  were  not  put  in  the  treaty 
of  guaranty,  us’d  all  his  endeavours  to  have  that  word 
left  out,  giving  up  feveral  tilings  in  the  articles  relating  to 
freight,  and  not  infilling  upon  many  demands  he  had  made 
with  regard  to  the  trade  of  the  Indies,  nor  upon  feveral 
other  things  which  he  might  have  required  to  have  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  treaty :  but  having  it  from  very  good 
hands  that  the  Dutch  Ambaflador,  would  not  proceed  till 
that  word  was  inferted,  his  Majefty  thought  it  not  only 
for  his  intereft,  but  alfo  for  that  of  the  King  of  England, 
not  to  let  the  Ambaffadors  return  without  finiffiing  the 
treaty,  being  well  affured  that  if  they  loft  hopes  of  en- 
z  tering 
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tering  into  a  ftridt  union  with  France,  they  would  feek 
any  other  alliance  rather  than  that  of  England ;  and  I  doubt 
not  but  where  you  are,  they  are  fiifficiently  informed  of  the 
ftrong  remonftrances  the  Ambaffador  of  Spain  and  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  Deputy  are  to  make  in  Holland. 

You  may  lay  before  the  Chancellor  that  it  cannot  be 
thought  ftrange  that  the  King,  malting  a  treaty  with  a 
State,  fhould  be  guarantee  for  all  the  rights  which  that 
State  has  peaceably  poffeffed,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in 
all  this  that  can  give  umbrage  to  the  King  of  England, 
who  will  know  by  the  confequences,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  King  will  adt  with  the  States,  that  he  does  not 
praend  to  fupport  them  in  any  thing  that  may  be  preju¬ 
dicial  to  his  Britannick  Majefty,  but  only  to  oblige  them 
to  concur  in  what  is  for  the  common  intereft  of  the  Kings 
of  England  and  France,  which  the  breaking  off  of  the 
treaty  would  have  been  hurtful  to.  And  certainly  the  re¬ 
calling  their  Ambaffadors  evidently  lhews  that  the  Dutch 
would  have  come  into  the  meafures  of  Spain,  and  an  alli¬ 
ance  with  her,  which  they  have  hitherto  been  fo  averfe 
from.  Befides,  as  the  King  of  England  had  allured  the 
S  cates  by  Mr.  Downing,  that  he  would  give  them  no 
difturbance  with  regard  to  any  of  the  rights  they  were 
in  poffeffion  of,  and  gave  them  to  underftand  that  thofe 
included  the  right  of  fifhing  •  the  King  by  his  treaty  might 
be  guarantee  for  it.  The  two  Kings  continuing  in  union 
as  they  are  at  prefent,  may  take  counfel  together  to  diredt, 
as  much  as  they  can,  the  refolutions  of  the  States  to  the 
good  of  the  two  Kingdoms.  This  is  what  you  may  po- 
fitively  affine  the  Chancellor  of  on  his  Majelly’s  part. 

InjlruElions  frojn  the  Vifccunt  de  Purenne  to  HaJJet 
bis  Secretary  when  he  fent  him  into  Portugal . 

N.  XIII.  VY7  HEN  Haffet  arrives  in  Portugal,  he  fhall  tell  M. 

W  de  Schomberg,  that  I  have  fent  him  exprefsly  to 
fee  him,  and  learn  of  him  the  true  ftate  of  affairs  in  that 
Country  •  in  what  manner  Portugal  will  maintain  the  war 
tfor  the  enfuing  years  •  what  fuccour  fhe  expects  from 
England,  what  ftrength  the  Country  has  to  continue  the 
war,  and  what  are  the  views  of  the  Minifters  in  being 
willing  to  enter  into  an  accommodation  with  Spain,  which 

muft 
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rnuft  in  the  end,  whatever  fair  appearance  it  may  have  in 
the  beginning,  tend  to  reunite  Portugal  to  Spain,  and  fo 
put  her  again  in  the  fituation  from  whence  fhe  has  with¬ 
drawn  herfelf. 

I  fhall  not  here  exprefs  my  thoughts  at  length  on  the 
fubjeCt  of  a  marriage  which  is  the  principal  reafonof  Hat 
fet’s  journey  j  but  M.  de  Schomberg  may  give  credit  to 
what  he  fays  to  him.  Ifhall  name  no  body  in  this  writing  j 
he  knows  the  perfon,  and  that  her  fortune  is  more  than 
fifteen  millions,  and  he  can  lay  open  all  the  confequences 
of  the  alliance.  If  they  have  this  view  in  Portugal,  the  * 
affair  muft  be  kept  very  fecret ;  no  body  muft  know  of  it 
but  the  Lady  concerned,  M.  Schomberg,  and  I.  The  thing 
muft  be  concluded  upon  very  foon,  becaufe  it  is  a  great 
chance  if  matters  which  ought  to  be  kept  fecret,  fucceed. 
if  they  be  protracted.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  the  advantage  it  will 
be  to  the  King  of  Portugal  to  match  himfelf  in  France, 
which  cannot  be  eafily  done  but  by  'marrying  one  who  is 
miftrefs  of  her  felfand  her  fortune  as  this  Lady  is,  becaufe 
they  will  not  here  openly  infringe  the  articles  of  the  peace. 

No  body,  no  not  the  Lady  herfelf*,  knows  any  thing 
of  the  marriage  I  propofe.  I  fhall  not  fpend  time  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  long  difcourfe  to  perfuade  to  it,  I  a  (lure  my  felf  the 
Count  de  Leuve,  who  is  a  very  able  man,  and  the  Count 
de  Sande  will  much  approve  of  the  propofal,  and  will  not 
lofe  time  to  acquaint  me  by  Haffet  what  they  think  of  it 
in  Portugal }  for  I  fhall  not  bring  the  perfon  o(  King  Al- 
phonfo  in  queftion  impertinently. 

*  Meaning  Mademoifelle  Prineefs  of  Montpeniier,  Daughter  to  Gallon* 


Injlruftions  by  the  Vifcount  de  Tv.renne  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Ruvigni. 

Mde  Ruvigni  being  to  go  into  England  in  order  to  N.  XIYJ 
•  know  the  ftate  of  the  Court  at  London,  and  the  B.  V. 
difpofitions  of  thofe  that  compofe  it,  it  is  neceffary  for 
him  to  be  inform’d  of  what  has  pafs’d  till  this  time.  When 
M.  d’Eftrades  was  in  England,  he  had  no  correfpondence 
in  that  country,  nor  any  affair  to  treat  of,  but  with  Chan¬ 
cellor  Hydef>  who  then  managed  every  thing  under  the 

ft  The  Earl  of  Clarendon* 

X  '  King, 


L 


2.74 


Letters,  Memorials, 

King,  and  who  began  and  finiih’d  the  affair  of  the  fale 
of  Dunkirk,  and  the  marriage  with  the  Infanta  of  Portu¬ 
gal.  Since  that  time  every  thing  is  changed:  Mr.  Bennet 
and  my  Lord  Briflol  have  form’d  a  cabal  againft  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon  and  all  his  meafures.  It  is  certain  there  has 
been  feveral  advices  from  Flanders  that  for  fome  time  paft 
the  King  of  England  has  feem’d  not  to  be  very  averfe 
from  entring  into  fome  treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain, 
and  efpecially  fince  Mr.  Bennet’s  credit  has  increafed  with 
the  King,  and  that  the  Chancellor  is  not  the  only  one 
hearkened  to,  as  formerly.  The  Queen  of  England,  whofe 
marriage  was  made  by  the  Chancellor,  feems  not  to  be 
very  agreeable  to  the  King ;  perhaps  it  is  that  which  makes 
the  King  fo  averfe  from  affi fling  the  Portuguefe,  and  in¬ 
clined  to  the  Spaniards.  But  as  reafonings  at  a  diitance 
are  not  fure,  as  it  is  very  polfible  that  the  different  parties 
may  oppofe  each  other’s  fentiments,  without  any  view  but 
to  deftroy  one  another,  and  without  having  a  form’d  de- 
fign  to  break  with  France,  or  join  Spain,  and  as  negligence 
and  little  application  to  affairs  abroad  often  occaftons  inac¬ 
tion,  the  King  defires  M.  de  Ruvigni  would  endeavour  to 
penetrate  into  the  fentiments  of  the  King  of  England,  in 
order  to  know  whether  it  be  through  want  of  means  that 
he  no  longer  affifts  Portugal  ■  whether  he  fears  the  aggran¬ 
dizing  of  France  by  the  humbling  of  Spaing  or  laftly, 
whether  he  thinks  Portugal  in  fo  bad  a  condition,  that  it 
would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  fuccour  it.  As  to  the  firff, 
which  is  the  want  of  means,  it  muff  be  made  appear  to 
the  King  of  England  that  if  he  continues  his  alliance  with 
Portugal,  the  Spaniards  dare  never  fend  a  fleet  before  Lif- 
bon,  and  that  means  will  be  found  to  fend  land-forces  to 
defend  the  towns.  As  to  the  fecond,  I  cannot  conceive 
how  it  happens  that  the  King  of  England,  having  a  Por¬ 
tuguefe  Wife,  does  not  fee  that  the  alliance  with  Portu¬ 
gal  will  be  of  great  ufe  to  him  for  making  himfelf  pow¬ 
erful  in  the  Indies ;  and  that  on  the  contrary  the  great- 
nefs  of  Spain  may  be  very  prejudicial  to  him.  As  to  the 
bad  condition  of  Portugal,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  her  union 
with  France  will  foon  re-eflablifli  her  affairs,  and  imme¬ 
diately  change  the  face  of  things.  M.  de  Ruvigni’s  chief 
care  ought  to  be  to  fearch  into  the  King  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain’s  fecret  inclinations,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  he 
lias  hot  changed  his  maxims,  whether  he  is  not  jealous  of 
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the  King  of  France’s  greatnefs,  and  whether  in  that  view 
he  will  not  abandon  Portugal,  to  which  the  diflike  he  has 
to  his  Wife  may  contribute. 

Memorial  by  the  Vifcount  de  ' Turenne’. ;  prefented  to 
the  King ,  on  the  fvbjehl  of  the  alliance  to  be  made 
with  the  Englijb  or  the  Dutch. 

THE  King  defires  to  have  laid  before  him  the  realbnsN.  XV. 

on  both  fides,  for  declaring  in  favour  of  the  Dutch  V. 
or  againft  them. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  tho’  the  King  had  no  treaty  with 
the  two  parties,  he  ought  for  his  own  intereft  to  ufe  his 
endeavours  to  have  the  peace  concluded  ^  to  exprefs  himfelf 
willing  to  be  for  thofe  who  will  confent  to  it  upon  the 
moft  reafonable  terms  •  to  carry  on  his  negotiations  with 
vigour  at  the  Court  of  England,  as  he  does  by  his  Am- 
bafifadors;  to  follicit  the  King  of  Sweden  to  join  with  his 
Majefty  in  a  mediation  for  the  peace,  and  to  fide  with  the 
Dutch,  if  the  Englilh  fhould  make  an  ill  ufe  of  their  vic- 
tory,  or  perfift  in  refilling  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  But 
there  are  many  reafons  why  the  King  fhould  adt  only  as 
mediator,  and  not  declare  for  either  fide.  The  principal 
are  thefe: 

The  King,  by  breaking  with  the  King  of  England,  would 
make  him  his  enemy,  even  after  the  peace  with  the  Dutch, 
who  defiring  nothing  but  the  encreafe  of  their  trade,  would 
never  continue  firm  to  any  but  thofe  who  would  mod  af- 
fill  them  in  it.  On  the  other  hand,  an  open  rupture  with 
the  Dutch  would  raife  powerful  enemies  againft  the  King, 

Who  would  oppofe  all  his  pretenfions  upon  Flanders,  and 
never  give  him  any  alii  fiance.  The  Englilh  might  join 
the  Spaniards,  and  by  Ibme  fecret  accommodation  draw 
over  to  them  the  Portuguele,  who  hate  the  Dutch,  be- 
caufe  they  have,  not  long  ago,  taken  all  the  places  on 
the  coaft  near  Goa,  which  town  they  frequently  block 
up.  The  Dutch  by  being  fo  earned:  to  have  the  King 
declare  in  their  favour,  evidently  (hew  their  defire  to 
have  France  and  England  at  war,  lpeedily  by  that  means 
to  obtain  a  peace  for  themfelves,  and  afterwards  make 
their  advantage  of  the  rupture  between  the  two  Crowns. 

U  the  King  fhould  declare  war,  he  would  be  obliged  to 
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equip  a  fleet  •  then  the  Dutch,  not  liking  that  there 
fhould  arife  a  third  power  at  Tea  to  be  a  rival  in  com¬ 
merce,  might  combine  with  the  Englifh  in  order  to  crufli 
it,  fo  that  the  King  would  have  an  allured  enemy  in  the 
King  of  England,  and  jealous  friends  in  the  Dutch,  both 
with  regard  to  Flanders  and  the  diftant  trade. 

Some  may  think  that  the  King  ought  to  be  apprehen- 
five  left  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  unite,  when  the  latter  fee 
that  his  Majefty  does  not  declare  himftlf  •  but  it  is  my 
opinion  that  while  M.  de  Witt  has  the  management  of 
affairs,  the  union  between  England  and  Elolland  will  not 
be  fo  clofe  as  to  give  the  King  any  ground  of  fufpicion. 
They  may  perhaps  come  to  a  good  underftanding  with 
regard  to  commerce ;  but  that  they  will  do  whether  the 
King  declare  for  them,  or  they  obtain  a  peace  by  his 
mediation. 

I  think  it  becoming  the  King’s  dignity  and  grandeur  to 
make  known  the  method  he  intends  to  take,  tho’  againfl 
his  intereft ;  and  that  fhould  be,  to  propofe  to  the  King 
of  England  fuch  conditions  of  peace  as  he  thinks  juft, 
and  to  declare  to  the  States,  that  if  his  Britannick  Maje- 
fty  agrees  to  them,  it  is  his  opinion  they  fhould  accept  of 
them,  at  the  fame  time  putting  them  in  mind  that  it  was 
they  who  began  the  war  by  their  hoftilities  in  the  Indies  and 
Africa,  and  affuring  them  that  if  the  King  of  England 
does  not  accept  of  the  terms,  he  will  then  declare  for  them. 
The  conditions  the  King  fhall  think  fit  to  propofe,  ought 
not  however  to  be  at  firfl:  imparted  to  the  States,  left  they 
proteft  againft  them,  and  look  upon  his  mediation  as  a 
feint  to  draw  them  in  to  content  to  terms  too  advantage¬ 
ous  for  the  Englifh. 

It  is  proper  it  fliould  be  feen  that  the  King  is  determin’d 
to  make  peace  among  his  allies,  or  caufe  the  treaties  to 
be  executed  when  there  is  occafion  to  fupport  them  by  vi¬ 
gorous  declarations. 
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Memorial  by  the  Vifcounl  de  ’Turenne ,  prefer  ted  to 
the  King ,  with  regard  to  the  refchtions  his  Ma- 
jefty  ought  to  take  in  cafe  of  the  King  of  Spain’s 
demife. 

THE  King  of  Spain  being  very  ill,  and  the  Infant  in  \r.  XVI. 

no  good  ftate  ot  health,  the  King  defires  my  thoughts  3.  V. 
in  thefe  three  cafes,  the  demile  of  the  King  of  Spain  alone,  An.  1665. 

his  Son  alone,  or  of  both.  - — 

As  to  the  firft,  of  which  there  is  the  molt  likelihood  at 
prefent,  we  mu  ft  confider  what  affairs  are  to  be  t  ran  ladl¬ 
ed  with  the  neighbouring  Princes,  and  afterwards  what 
difpofition  the  King  ought  to  make  with  regard  to  arms 
or  negotiations,  in  order  to  get  poffeffion  of  the  Provin¬ 
ces  of  the  Low  Countries,  to  which  he  has  pretentions. 

The  war  between  England  and  Holland,  and  the  treaty 
which  the  King  has  made  with  the  latter,  feem  not  to 
have  left  him  at  liberty  to  make  a  plan  according  to  his 
own  choice,  and  have  laid  him  under  a  kind  of  neceftity 
to  purfue  the  jnterefts  to  which  the  treaty  obliges  him. 

We  muft  not  then  reafon  upon  what  is  to  be  done  in 
cafe  the  war  continues,  fmce  the  King  is  refelved  to  a f- 
fift  the  Dutch  }  but  we  muft  fpeak  of  the  other  Princes, 
who  may  intereft  themfelves  in  rhe  war  of  Flanders,  or 
in  the  negotiation  by  which  the  King  pretends  to  obtain 
what  falls  to  him  upon  the  King  of  Spain’s  death.  His 
Majefty  is  well  perfuaded  that  to  procure  the  continuance 
of  the  war  in  Portugal,  or  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  for 
which  he  fhall  be  guarantee,  is  the  beft  means,  after  the 
demile  of  the  Catholick  King,  to  make  the  affairs  of 
Flanders  be  negledled.  The  King  therefore  muft  fend  a  fleet 
to  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  which  Hull  caft  anchor  at  Lisbon, 
or  in  feme  other  port  of  that  Kingdom,  on  pretence  of 
avoiding  the  going  near  the  channel  becaufe  of  the  Engliih  i 
but  the  King’s  fleet  muft  be  ftronger  than  that  of  Spain 
before  Lisbon  ;  he  will  by  this  means  oblige  the  Spaniards 
to  retire  into  their  harbours,  and  may  then  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  are  proper  to  hinder  Portugal  from  entering  into 
too  clofe  an  union  with  England,  and  coming  to  an 
accommodation  with  Spain.  It  will  be  neceflary  then 
;hat  the  King,  by  his  fleet,  or  by  fending  feme  perfen  of 

T  3  credit. 
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credit,  keep  the  Portuguefe  from  giving  ear  to  any  thing 
the  Englifh  may  inlinuate  in  favour  of  Spain.  Nothing 
can  be  of  greater  fervice  or  prejudice  to  the  King’s  pre- 
tenfions  upon  Flanders,  than  thus  to  influence  the  coun- 
feis  of  Portugal  or  neglect  them. 

The  affairs  of  Germany  feem  to  be  fo  much  embroiled 
by  the  levies  made  by  the  Biflrop  of  Munfter,  by  the 
Swedes  entering  Germany,  and  the  war  between  the  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Mentz  and  Elector  Palatine,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay 
whom  the  King  can  have  for  a  friend.  M.  de  Furftemberg 
{poke  to  me  on  this  head,  but  it  was  in  the  belief  that 
the  eccleflaftical  Electors  and  the  Princes  near  the  Rhine 
would  net  be  engaged  in  a  war  •  but  if  it  once  begins  a~ 
mong  them,  no  meafures  can  be  taken  but  according  to 
the  {bate  affairs  fhall  be  in  at  the  King  of  Spain’s  death. 
It  is  therefore  too  early  to  fay  any  thing  in  relation  to 
Germany,  Sweden  and  Denmark,  or  even  Lorrain,  where 
there  are  fome  meafures  to  be  taken.  I  return  to  the  dif- 
pofition  the  King  ought  to  make  with  regard  to  his  troops 
and  to  ammunition. 

I  do  not  know  what  infantry  the  King  can  bring  toge¬ 
ther,  without  reckoning  his  guards,  and  leave  a  reasonable 
number  of  troops  in  the  garrifons,  which  will  not  require 
a  great  many  men.  It  will  be  neceflary  to  make  an  ex- 
ad  calculation  of  this ;  to  provide  powder  and  ball  j  to 
acquaint  the  Merchants  that  there  will  be  loon  ufe  for 
them  •  to  give  orders  fpeedily  to  the  founders  to  make 
canon,  if  there  be  not  enough  •  and  to  ered  two  maga¬ 
zines  for  ammunition,  the  one  at  Amiens  and  the  other  at 
Rheims.  It  is  eaiier  to  provide  ammunition  as  occafion 
requires,  than  to  tranfport  it  from  one  place  to  another, 
efpecially  in  the  Country  between  the  Sambre  and  the 
Meufe,  which  is  very  inconvenient  for  carriage,  and  where 
the  convoys  would  be  in  great  danger  in  time  of  war. 

As  to  the  cavalry,  the  King  knows  what  number  he 
has :  he  has  always  ufed,  in  the  beginning  of  a  war,  to 
make  levies  in  Germany,  and  perhaps  his  Majefty’s  allies 
may  furnifh  him  with  fome :  but  it  is  certain  that  though 
the  King  has  kept  up  a  much  greater  number  of  horfe 
fince  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees  than  in  former  times  of 
peace,  yet  it  will  be  neceflary  to  have  more  than  the 
King  has  at  prefent  iq  order  to  enter  Flanders. 
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If  Germany  were  in  tranquillity,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Electors  and  the  neighbouring  Princes 
might,  for  fear  of  drawing  the  war  upon  themfelves,  bring 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  give  up  fome  towns  in  Flanders; 
but  the  war  being  in  Germany'  there  is  nothing  to  be 
depended  upon  relating  to  that  matter.  It  is  thought  Don 
Juan  would  have  a  ftfong  party  againft  the  Infant  of  Spain; 
it  would  be  poffible  perhaps  to  keep  one  near  him  who 
might  influence  him. 

If  the  King  of  Spain  and  his  Son  fliould  die,  this  would 
occafion  fb  great  a  change  in  the  Monarchy,  that  the  fub- 
jed  would  be  too  vaft  to  be  difcuffed  here:  but  I  think 
that  to  have  more  troops  than  the  King  has  at  prefent, 
and  to  make  a  magazine  in  Picardy,  and  another  in  Cham¬ 
pagne,  of  provifions,  arms,  and  ammunition,  is  more  ne- 
ceflary  in  this  cafe  than  in  the  former ;  the  opportunity 
being  much  fairer  for  his  Majefty  to  do  fomething  great 
for  himfelf  in  feveral  places,  as  on  the  fide  of  Franche- 
Comte  and  Burgundy.  I  believe  likewife  that  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Naples  would  be  very  much  fliaken ;  and  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  knows  that  I  have  always  thought  that  Cardinal  de 
Retz  could  ad  there  with  great  addrefs  for  many  reafons. 
As  to  Milan,  I  conceive  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  luc- 
ceed  there,  becaufe  it  might  be  eafily  fuccour’d  by  the 
Emperor  :  but  perhaps  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the  othey^ 
Princes  of  Italy  might  hope  with  the  King’s  affiftance  to 
find  fomething  to  their  liking  there;  and  thus  the  King 
might  make  a  diverfion  without  employing  many  troops. 

In  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Infant  alone,  the  King  of 
Spain  furviving,  there  would  be  fuch  a  near  profped  of 
his  death,  that  none  of  thofe  preparations  or  negotiations 
'  could  be  ufelefs. 

In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  encreafing  the  number  of  the 
King’s  galleys  and  fhips  of  war,  is  as  neceflary  as  augment¬ 
ing  the  land  forces,  not  only  in  regard  to  what  the  King 
of  Spain  pofTeires  in  the  Indies,  in  Italy,  and  in  Sicily, 
but  with  regard  to  Spain  itfelf,  which  might  eafily  be  en- 
ler’d  by  the  way  of  Portugal. 
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InJlruElicns  drawn  up  by  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne 
for  M.  de  S.  Romain. 

N.  XVII.  v  HE  King,  notwithanding  the  inclination  he  had  ta 
E  v  JL  fend  an  envoy  into  Portugal,  thought  it  more  pro- 
An.  1 665. per  to  wait  for  M.  deSande,  whofe  return  has  been  a  long 
•  time  expected :  but  having  had  notice  of  the  King  of 
Spain’s  death,  he  has  judged  it  neceffary  to  make  choice 
of  a  perfon  of  merit,  and  experience  in  negotiations.  The 
perfon  pitch’d  upon  is  M.  de  S.  Romain,  and  as  he  is  not 
infhuctcd  in  what  has  pafs’d  in  Portugal  with  regard  to 
France,  he  ought  to  be  inform’d  of  it,  that  knowing  the 
fecret  of  affairs,  he  may  be  the  better  able  to  manage 
them,  fo  as  to  anfwer  what  the  King  expects  from  his  ne¬ 
gotiations. 

The  King,  immediately  after  Cardinal  Mazarin’s  death, 
gave  to  the  King  of  England  for  the  affiftance  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  200,000  crowns,  towards  the  expence  of  fending 
3000  foot  and  2000  horfe,  who  were  commanded  by  Mor¬ 
gan  under  my  Lord  Inchiquin  \  and  though  they  were  pro- 
mifed  on  the  marriage  of  the  King  of  England  with  the 
Princefs  of  Portugal,  yet  they  would  not  have  been  lent 
without  that  fum.  Since  that  time,  the  King  has  given 
divers  fums  for  fitting  out  fhips  of  war  and  levying  French 
regiments  of  foot  and  horfe :  he  likewife  gave  50,000 
livres  laft  year  for  1000  Englifh  recruits,  who  were  raifed 
at  London,  and  the  veffels  that  tranfported  them  were 
hired  at  the  King’s  expence.  His  Majefty  alfo  furnifh’d 
money  for  maintaining  the  French  corps,  and  a  German 
regiment ;  which  money,  amounting  to  200,000  crowns 
yearly,  was  charged  by  M.  de  Sande  to  the  article  of  ex¬ 
traordinaries,  and  is  not  enter’d  in  the  account  of  the 
payment  of  the  troops.  There  was  no  treaty  for  this, 
becaufe  of  the  obligations  of  the  peace }  nor  did  the  King’s 
name  appear  in  it. 

After  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  M.  de  Schomberg 
went  into  Portugal,  with  two  or  three  hundred  men, 
with  which  he  began  to  form  the  French  corps.  The 
King  afterwards  thought  it  proper  that  M.  de  Turenne 
fhould  fend  to  Lisbon  his  Secretary  Haffet,  to  propofe  the. 
marriage  of  Mademoifelle  with  the  King  of  Portugal  •  and 
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though  his  Majefty  had  not  got  Mademoifelle’s  confent 
to  the  match,  yet  he  imagined  that  either  the  would  agree 
to  it,  or  that  at  leaft  the  propofal  of  it  would  break  off  the 
.other  marriages  that  might  be  offered  to  the  King  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  make  him  turn  his  thoughts  to  a  match  oil 
the  fide  of  France.  The  marriage  with  Mademoifelle 
having  been  a  long  time  negotiated  without  fuccefs,  the 
Marquis  de  Sande  afterwards  treated  for  one  with  Made¬ 
moifelle  de  Nemours  ;  and  as  it  was  thought  in  a  fair  way 
of  fucceeding,  the  King  was  pleafed  to  have  him  come 
into  France  incognito,  where  heftaid  feven  or  eight  months 
with  the  Vifcount  deTurenne,  or  at  a  houfe  in  the  coun¬ 
try  :  but  difficulties  having  arifen  in  that  affair  on  account 
of  the  engagements  between  that  Princefs  and  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain ;  and  a  Council  of  Ecclefiafticks  not 
having  been  able  to  give  a  clear  decifion  as  to  the  nullity 
of  that  marriage,  M.  de  Turenne,  by  order,  propofed 
Mademoifelle  d’Elbeuf.  After  Portugal  had  refufed  this 
Jaft  Princefs,  the  match  with  Mademoifelle  de  Nemours 
was  again  treated  of;  but  when  all  the  difficulties  were 
removed ,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  married  her.  Then  her 
fitter  Mademoifelle  d’Aumale  was  propofed  to  the  Portu- 
guefe  with  400,000  crowns  in  portion,  and  they  accepted 
of  her.  de  Sande  was  to  have  return’d  to  finiffi  the 
marriage,  and  conduct  the  Princefs  into  Portugal  this 
fummer ;  but  it  was  retarded  by  the  King  of  Spain’s  death, 
which  happened  at  that  time.  This  is  what  has  pafs’d 
between  France  and  Portugal  till  now. 

As  to  tire  Court  of  Lisbon,  the  ftate  of  it  is  not  known, 
there  happens  fo  many  little  changes  in  it,  that  a  man  is 
deceived  who  thinks  he  can  make  a  fixed  judgment  of 
it. 

It  is  certain  that  the  King  is  very  much  govern’d  by  the 
Count  de  Cattel-Melhor,  who  is  a  young  man,  but  feem- 
ingly  of  a  very  worthy  conduit,  and  who  manages  the 
Grandees  of  the  Kingdom  well  enough :  he  is  thought  to 
be  upon  very  good  terms  with  the  Marquis  de  Marialve, 
and  the  Marquis  de  Sande,  who  has  been  here,  is 
likewife  upon  a  good  footing  with  him.  The  Marquis 
de  Sande  is  more  known  than  the  others,  he  is  a  very 
able  man,  patient  when  it  is  neceffary,  though  naturally 
paffionate  enough,  loves  his  Country  exceedingly,  knows 
foreign  affairs  the  belt  of  any  body,  fhows  a  great  inclination 
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for  France,  and  hates  the  Dutch  extremely :  if  he  be  ftilf 
at  Lisbon,  when  M.  de  S.  Romain  arrives,  I  believe  he 
will  have  great  part  in  the  negotiation. 

I  think  when  M.  de  S.  Romain  comes  to  Lisbon,  he 
fhould  alight  at  M.  Gravier’s,  who  will  introduce  him  to 
M.  de  Caftel-Melhor,  to  whom  he  fhall  fay,  that  the  King 
having  heard  of  the  King  of  Spain’s  death,  and  not  doubt¬ 
ing  but  there  have  been  feveral  propofals  made  to  the 
Jfourt  of  Portugal  on  the  part  of  the  young  King  of 
Spain,  has  fent  him  to  affure  the  King  his  Mafter  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty’s  affediorl,  that  he  will  continue 
to  affift  and  fuccour  him  on  all  occaGons,  and  will  always 
take  part  in  whatever  can  contribute  to  the  eftablifhment 
and  fecunty  of  Portugal.  After  the  firft  compliment,  M. 
de  S.  Romain  muft  acquaint  M.  de  Caftel-Melhor  with 
what  the  King  deftres  with  regard  to  the  meafures  he  would 
have  the  Portuguefe  follow,  and  what  he  has  to  ask  of 
them. 

I  think  that  if  M.  de  S.  Romain  does  not  learn  that 
the  Spaniards  have  made  any  propofal  for  a  negotia¬ 
tion  with  Portugal,  and  if  the  Count  de  Caftel-Melhor 
fays  nothing  to  him  of  it,  he  ought  to  fpeak  of  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  war,  affine  the  Portuguefe  that  the  King 
will  give  them  the  fame  fum  he  ufed  to  do,  and  mention 
as  fomething  confiderable  the  400,000  crowns  they  are  to 
have  by  the  marriage.  He  will  be  able  to  fee  if  they  an- 
fwer  like  people  that  are  willing  to  draw  more  money  from 
the  King  in  order  to  continue  the  war,  or  as  weary  of  it, 
and  thinking  of  peace,  and  fo  not  preffing  the  King  too 
much  to  advance  the  money  for  fear  of  engaging  them- 
felves.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  eagernefs  they  will  fhew 
to  have  their  King’s  marriage  concluded,  or  the  delays  they 
will  make  with  regard  to  it,  will  difcover  whether  they  are 
entering  into  a  negotiation  with  the  Spaniards,  who  will  be¬ 
gin  by  endeavouring  to  break  off  the  match  with  France. 

If  they  ad  as  making  no  difficulty  about  the  marriage, 
and  as  having  a  mind  to  continue  the  war  with  Spain,  M. 
de  S.  Romain  muft  prefs  them  to  fend  for  their  Queen, 
ftay  to  watch  all  their  motions,  acquaint  the  King  with 
their  projeds  with  regard  to  the  campaign,  and  look  nar¬ 
rowly  into  things,  that  they  may  not  enter  into  any  nego¬ 
tiation,  and  he  not  apprifed  of  it.  He  muft  on  all  oc~ 
calions  lay  before  them  that  it  is  only  the  w'eaknefs  o'  the 
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Spaniards  that  will  oblige  them  to  enter  into  terms  with 
Portugal,  and  that  the  greateft  fecurity  of  the  Kingdom  is 
so  continue  infeparably  united  to  France  whether  in  peace 
or  war. 

If  the  Portuguefe  have  lome  inclination  towards  peace, 
it  is  fit  that  the  King  ihould  fignify  to  them  that  he  then 
hopes  to  be  of  great  fervice  to  them,  that  they  may  not 
conceal  their  negotiations  from  his  Majefty.  As  it  is  not 
known  in  what  manner  Spain  will  make  her  overtures  to 
them,  M.  de  S.  Romain  mu  ft  endeavour  to  have  thofe 
communicated  to  him,  by  letting  them  know  that  the 
King  will  enter  into  all  their  interefts,  and  confult  their 
advantage:  and,  as  probably,  if  the  Spaniards  offer  them 
peace,  they  will  be  willing  to  break  off  all  correfpondence 
with  France,  and  put  a  flop  to  the  marriage,  M.  de  S. 
Romain  muft  fhew  them  that  they  have  great  reafon  to 
fufped  the  fidelity  of  the  Spaniards  when  they  attempt  to 
divide  them  from  the  King,  and  that  if  the  Court  of 
Spain  intends  to  deal  candidly,  and  leave  the  Portuguefe 
in  peaceable  pofTefiTion  of  their  Kingdom,  it  ought  to 
allow  them  to  perfect  the  alliances  they  are  projedingwith 
France,  and  even  make  the  King  the  guarantee  of  the  peace. 
If  the  Spaniards  are  for  entering  into  negotiations  on  other 
terms,  they  muft  be  oppofed  as  much  as  poffible  with  all 
the  reafons  which  are  eafy  to  be  found  in  fo  clear  a  cafe. 

As  to  England,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  Ambaffador  from  thence  who  is  now  at  Madrid,  and 
has  been  a  long  time  at  Lisbon  with  great  reputation, 
maintains  his  credit,  and  keeps  up  a  correfpondence  there. 
And  if  the  Spaniards  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  Por¬ 
tugal,  it  will  be  by  his  means.  M.  de  S.  Romain  muft 
then  let  them  know  that  the  Englifh  ad  not  at  prefent 
in  favour  of  Portugal,  but  out  of  oppofition  to  France, 
who  is  upon  the  point  of  declaring  for  the  Dutch  againft 
them  j  but  as  foon  as  that  war  fhall  be  ended,  the  King 
will  return  to  his  ancient  alliance  with  the  Englifh,  and 
thus  Portugal  will  remain  without  any  affurances  on  the 
fide  of  France  and  England,  and  will  have  no  friends  but 
the  Spaniards,  in  whom  they  well  know  they  can  never 
confide.  He  muft  likewife  fhew  them  clearly  that  they 
can  have  no  fecurity  either  in  peace  or  war,  but  in  never 
feparating  from  France,  which  will  always  have  a  great 
iijtereft  in  their  prefervation,  and  can  never  change  its 
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maxims  upon  that  head :  that  by  the  treaty  of  the  Pyre-  : 
nees,  the  King  was  not  to  have  alfifted  them;  that  they 
have  neverthelefs  feen  how  he  has  adfced;  that  there  never 
will  be  a  time  when  they  can  fo  little  exped  alfiftance  as 
at  prefent,  and  that  they  may  be  allured  notwithftanding, 
that  it  fhall  be  continued,  and  alfo  encreafed  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  either  by  the  fuccours  the  King  will  fend  them,  or 
the  diverfions  his  interefts  may  perhaps  oblige  him  to  make. 
M.  de  S.  Romain  has  here  a  fine  fubjedt  to  enlarge  upon, 
in  lhewing  them  that  the  King  muft  of  necelfity  wifh  for 
and  contribute  to  their  aggrandizing  themfelves,  feeing  he 
muft  always  defire  to  fee  the  power  of  Spain  diminifh’d, 
which  is  lufpeft  ed  by  France,  and  the  fatal  effects  of  which 
are  feen  upon  the  leaft  diforder  in  our  Kingdom. 


Memorial  by  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  concerning  the 
pajfage  of  the  Rhjne. 


N. XVIII.  ‘"T"' HE  Emperor  not  being  able  to  fend  an  Army  into 
B.  V.  J.  Alface,  Lorrain,  Luxembourg,  and  the  Low  Coun- 
An.  1666.  tries  without  it  pafs  the  Rhine,  it  is  necelfary  to  know  the 

- . .  courfe  of  that  river  from  its  fource  till  it  lofes  itfelf  in  the 

Sea  of  Holland,  and  alfo  what  are  the  Princes  and  States, 
bordering  upon  it,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  necelfity  of 
their  alliance,  according  to  their  fituation  and  ftrength. 

The  Rhine,  taking  its  fource  in  the  mountains  of 
Switzerland,  enters  a  plain  at  the  Foreft  Towns,  three  of 
which,  Seclcingen,  Waldhuft,  and  Rhinfield  are  in  the 
King’s  poffelTion,  having  been  given  up  to  him  by  the 
peace.  The  Emperor’s  Army,  in  order  to  come  there, 
muft  crols  the  Circle  of  Suabia  and  the  mountains  of  the 
Black  Foreft,  which  is  a  very  difficult  march.  The  King’s 
greateft  fecurity  would  be  to  propofe  to  all  the  Princes 
of  that  Circle  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  to  unite  to  hinder 
the  Emperor’s  paflage  through  the  Circle,  while  the  King’s 
Army  fhould  crols  the  Rhine  in  order  to  attack  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  Houfe  of  Infpruch :  not  but  that  the  Empe¬ 
ror  would  find  the  accefs  to  the  Foreft  Towns  very  diffi¬ 
cult,  tho’  the  Princes  of  the  Circle  of  Suabia  fhould  not 
unite,  becaufe  he  muft  go  over  almoft  impalfible  moun¬ 
tains  before  he  can  get  into  the  Country  of  Montebeliard, 
and  the  County  of  Burgundy ;  and  if  the  Emperor  after 
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palling  the  Rhine  at  the  ForeftTowns,  fhould  have  a  mind 
]  to  enter  Alface,  tho’  the  Country  be  fine  there,  yet  there 
1  is  no  great  town  for  him.  Neverthelefs,  if  the  Princes 
of  the  Circle  of  Suabia  do  not  unite,  the  King  muft  keep 
a  fmall  body  of  troops  in  Alface,  (befides  the  garrifons 
in  the  Country)  in  cafe  his  Majefty  has  a  war  with  the 
Emperor. 

The  Rhine  runs  along  from  Bale  by  Rhinleld,  Brifac, 
and  Strasbourg  to  Philipsbourg.  The  mountains  of  the 
Black  Foreft  ftretch  themfelves  through  this  fpace,  that 
!  is,  thirty  leagues  along  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  fiom 
!  which  they  are  in  fome  places  about  four  or  five  leagues 
diftant.  The  Houfe  of  Auftria  has  fome  places  between 
the  mountains  and  the  Rhine,  as  Fribourg  and  Lauffem- 
bourg  ■  the  reft  belong  to  feveral  Princes  and  private  men : 
the  Princes  of  Baden  and  DourJach  have  many  lands  and 
!  fmall  towns  there.  Beyond  thofe  mountains  is  the  Coun¬ 
try  of  Wirtemberg,  which,  with  a  few  towns  of  the  Im- 
'perialifts,  and  fome  Eftates  belonging  to  the  Noblejje , 
takes  up  all  the  fpace  between  Bale  and  Philipsbourg,  there 
being  about  ten  or  twelve  leagues  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
territories  of  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  who,  if  in  union 
with  the  Circle  of  Suabia,  might  cover  the  approach  to 
the  Rhine.  Moreover  the  Rhine  makes  fo  many  Hies, 
and  the  coming  to  it  is  fo  difficult,  that  it  is  not  probable 
the  Emperor’s  Army  fhould  think  of  palling  it  between 
Bale  and  Philipsbourg.  The  Country  about  three  or  four 
leagues  below  Philipsbourg  begins  to  be  more  open,  and 
the  Rhine  runs  through  it  to  Manheim,  which  is  a  great 
town  belonging  to  the  Elector  Palatin,  and  fituated  at 
that  part  of  the  Rhine  where  the  Neckar  enters  it,  and 
where  it  is  very  eafy  to  make  a  bridge.  In  that  place 
there  are  great  plains  on  both  fides  of  the  Rhine,  and 
the  Emperor’s  Army  in  order  to  come  there,  need  not 
go  through  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg’s  territories ;  but 
leaving  Bavaria  a  good  way  to  the  left,  and  eroding  the 
river,  might  enter  Lorrain  or  the  Country  of  Luxembourg 
without  reiiftance,  unlefs  the  King  was  aftured  of  the 
Elector  Palatine,  and  had  a  confiderable  Army  on  this 
fide  the  Rhine :  for  on  the  other  tide  from  Bohemia  to  the 
Lower  Palatinate,  the  Imperialifts  pals  through  the  territo¬ 
ries  of  no  Prince  of  note  who  dares  oppole  their  march, 
that  Country  laving  fmall  Imperial  towns,  the  lands  of 
i  "  '  ‘  the 
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the  Counts  of  the  Empire  and  the  Eftates  of  the  TeuftP 
nick  Order  fcatter’d  up  and  down  it. 

The  Eledtor  Palatine  has  likewife  on  this  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  and  about  a  league  and  a  half  from  it,  a  town 
called  Frankendal,  which  would  be  of  great  fervice  to 
the  Imperialifts  in  their  paffage :  there  is  alfo  Oppenheim, 
a  finall  town  on  the  Rhine,  where  bridges  have  been 
often  made  in  the  former  wars.  Between  Manheim  and 
Mentz,  which  are  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues  diftant,  is 
the  great  Imperial  town  of  Worms,  and  between  Phi- 
lipsbourg  and  Manheim  is  Spires  on  this  fide  the  Rhine. 
All  thefe  places  are  in  the  plain,  and  in  a  very  good  Coun¬ 
try,  which  the  Imperialifts  might  eafily  pafs  through,  if 
there  were  none  to  oppofe  them;  from  thence  they  might 
march  to  the  Country  of  Triers,  and  enter  Luxembourg 
without  refiftance,  if  the  Elector  of  Mentz  and  the  Elec¬ 
tor  Palatine  confented  to  allow  them  to  march  through 
their  territories. 

Below  Mentz  there  is  a  fmall  town  belonging  to  the 
Eledtor  of  Mentz,  called  Bingen,  which  is  on  this  fide 
the  Rhine,  and  where  there  is  another  paffage :  from  thence 
to  Herrrenftheim,  which  is  a  ftrong  place  fituated  where 
the  Mofelle  difcharges  it  felf  into  the  Rhine,  there  are 
feveral  caftles  on  this  fide  the  river,  which  belong  to  dif¬ 
ferent  Princes,  and  where  the  Rhine  is  impaffable ;  as 
Baccarack  belonging  to  the  Eledtor  Palatine,  S.  Geneft  to 
the  Landgrave  Erneft,  who  was  at  Paris,  and  Ober- 
vefel  to  M.  de  Schomberg :  but  in  order  to  come  to  thefe 
places,  the  Imperial  Army  muft  neceffarily  pafs  through 
Franconia.  If  the  Eledtor  of  Mentz  could  bring  that 
Circle,  in  which  he  has  the  Bifhoprick  of  Wurtzbourg, 
which  makes  a  great  part  of  it,  to  unite  like  Suabia  to 
hinder  any  Army  from  marching  through  it,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  guarding  againft  the  French  and  Swedes  as  well 
as  the  Imperialifts,  that  would  cover  the  Rhine  to  the 
Mofelle,  that  is  to  fay  to  Hermenftheim.  This  town  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Eledtor  of  Triers,  whofe  City  and  Bifhoprick 
are  fo  expofed  to  the  King’s  forces,  that  I  doubt  not  but 
he  would  follow  the  fame  meafures  with  the  other  Eccle- 
fiaftick  Eledtors.  His  inclinations  are  for  the  Emperor, 
but  the  intereft  of  his  Bifhoprick,  and  the  examples  of 
the  Eledtors  of  Cologne  and  Mentz,  would  probably  oblige 
him  to  join  them. 
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The  Rhine  runs  along  to  Cologne,  which  is  ten  or 
twelve  leagues  from  Hermenftheim.  The  Country  of 
Berg  over-againft  it  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine  belongs 
to  the  Duke  of  Neubourg.  Beyond  it  are  the  territories 
of  the  Prince  of  Darmftadt,  and  Hefife  is  not  far  off.  If 
the  Eledtor  of  Cologne  and  the  Duke  of  Neubourg  were 
united,  the  troops  of  Hefle-Caflel,  Darmftadt  and  Brunf- 
wick  might  join  to  hinder  the  Emperor’s  paffage.  And 
if  the  Eledtor  of  Brandenbourg  were  firmly  in  the  King’s 
intereft,  he  might  have  a  great  body  of  troops  there  who 
from  Mentz.  to  the  Wefel  might  oppofe  all  that  would 
endeavour  to  pafs  the  Rhine.  The  Country  of  Marck  on 
the  other  fide  the  Rhine  belonging  to  the  Eledtor  of  Bran¬ 
denbourg,  and  joining  to  the  Country  of  Berg,  which  is  the 
Duke  of  Neubourg’s,  and  to  the  Duchy  of  Weftphalia, 
which  the  Eledtor  of  Cologne  poffeffes,  it  is  of  the  great- 
eft  confequence  to  gain  thofe  three  Princes  with  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe,  who 
cover  ali  the  Bifhoprick  of  Munfter,  which  being  at  war 
with  the  Dutch  our  allies,  the  Emperor  would  endeavour 
to  join  with  it,  but  the  King  muft  begin  by  forcing  that 
Bifliop  to  a  peace,  and  by  that  means  all  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine  would  be  guarded. 


Memorial  by  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  concerning  the 

Swedes . 

HAVING  nothing  at  prefent  to  fear  on  the  fide  of  N.  XIX. 

England,  and  there  being  no  probability  that  Hol-B.  V. 
land  will  meddle  in  what  concerns  Flanders,  without  be- An.  1666. 
ing  fupported  by  the  Empire,  it  is  neceffary  fpeedily  to  " 

find  out  means  whereby  to  hinder  the  Emperor  from  fend¬ 
ing  any  confiderable  Army  into  Flanders.  After  the  pre¬ 
cautions  which  have  been  already  taken,  it  is  certain  that 
none  of  the  Princes  of  Germany  will  openly  intereft  them- 
felves  for  the  affairs  of  Flanders  when  it  is  attack’d,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  to  be  fear’d  from  them,  but  only 
left  the  Emperor  make  ufe  of  their  neutrality  to  procure 
a  paffage  for  his  Army,  and  gain  fome  of  them  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  march  of  his  troops,  and  the  means  of  {Length¬ 
ening  them  in  it.  All  that  the  King  can  hope  for  from 
thofe  Princes  who  are  the  rnoft  zealous  for  him  is,  that 

they 
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they  endeavour  to  obtain  of  the  Emperor  that  his  Army 
dc  not  pais  through  their  territories,  and  that  they  let  his 
Imperial  Majefty  know,  that  fince  the  affairs  of  Flanders 
are  only  concern’d,  they  do  not  think  themfelves  obliged 
to  join  him,  feeing  he  afts  for  the  fuccour  of  that  Coun¬ 
try,  as  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  not  as  Em¬ 
peror.  In  that  diverfity  of  inclinations,  fentiments,  and 
interefts  which  prevails  amongft  the  Princes  of  Germany, 
the  Imperialifts  will  ftill  march  on,  pafs  the  Rhine,  and 
arrive  in  Flanders ;  Co  that  there  are  none  but  the  Swedes 
able  to  form  a  body  in  Germany  fufficient  to  oppofe  the 
Emperor’s  forces,  to  hinder  their  paifage,  or  to  ftrengthen 
the  King’s  Army  in  cafe  he  fliould  want  troops,  after  the 
Germans  are  marched  into  Flanders,  or  to  give  fuch  a 
jealoufy  to  the  Emperor,  as  that  flaying  in  the  Bifhoprick 
of  Bremen,  he  fhall  not  dare  to  fend  a  confiderable  body 
into  Flanders,  but  will  choofe  rather  to  attack  the  Swedes 
in  Germany,  which  would  ftill  make  the  fame  diverfions, 
and  hinder  the  Empefor’s  troops  from  entering  Fianders. 
The  great  and  only  inconvenience  which  the  Swedilh 
Army  would  occafion,  is,  that  it  would  oblige  many  of 
the  Princes  to  join  with  the  Emperor,  which  is  by  all 
means  to  be  avoided :  So  that  I  think  the  King  fhould 
by  a  treaty  engage  the  Swedes  to  keep  12000  men  in 
the  Bifhoprick  of  Bremen  to  aft  againft  the  Imperialifts 
when  his  Majefty  fhall  defire  it,  but  not  to  enter  upon 
aftion  till  the  Emperor  fends  an  Army  into  Flanders  • 
for  it  is  of  great  confequence  to  the  King  not  to  feem 
inclined  to  aifturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  Empire  by 
means  of  the  Swedes-  but  provided  the  Emperor  begins 
firft  to  march  into  the  field,  and  fend  troops  into  Flan¬ 
ders,  the  King’s  allies  in  Germany  being  fupported  by  the 
Swedes,  may  make  a  difficulty  of  granting  them  a  paf- 
fage.  It  is  necefiary  then  that  the  King  facilitate  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  treaty  with  the  Swedes,  whereby  he  may  fe- 
cure  to  himfelf  twelve  or  fifteen  thoufand  men,  who  fhall 
continue  in  the  Bifhoprick  of  Bremen,  and  aft  on  the  fide 
of  Flanders,  according  to  the  motions  of  the  Imperial 
Army,  and  the  King’s  defires. 
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Opinion  of  the  Marfhals  of  France  concerning  M.  de 
Fur e tine's  right  to  command  them  in  the  field. 

SOME  of  the  Marfhals  of  France  having. confulted  usN.  xMi 
in  order  to  know  oUr  fentiments  with  regard  to  theB.  V; 
Obedience  we  ought  to  pay  to  the  abfolute  command 
we  have  received  from  the  King  to  take  the  word  from 
the  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  Marfhal  of  France,  we  fay  and 
declare,  that  after  the  moft  humble  remcnftrances  which 
have  been  made  to  his  Majefty,  he  perfifting  in  his  will, 
the  Marfhals  ought  to  fubmit  to  that  order,  there  being 
ho  reafbn  that  can  or  ought  to  hinder  us  from  obeying  his 
Majefty’s  abfolute  commands.  This  is  our  opinion,  and 
as  we  fay  and  declare,  fo  we  moft  willingly  fign  it. 

The  original  figned  Grammont,  Plessis  Praslin, 
Villeroy,  and  D’Albret. 


Extract  of  Letters  written  by  Madam  de  Sevigne  on 
the  death  of  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne. 

Letter  CC. 

IT  is  to  you  that  I  addrefs  my  felf,  my  dear  Count*,  when  N .  XX 
I  am  going  to  write  of  one  of  the  moft  afflicting  Ioffes  VI. 
that  could  have  happen’d  in  France  j  it  is  the  death  Of  M. 
de  Turenne  :  and  I  affure  my  felf  that  you  will  be  as  much 
afflided  and  asinconfolableas  we  are  here.  This  news  arriv’d 
at  Verfailles  on  Monday.  The  King  teftifled  an  affliction 
equal  to  the  occafion,  the  lofs  of  the  greateft  Captain, 
and  the  moft  worthy  man  in  the  world.  All  the  Court 
was  in  tears,  and  M.  de  Condom  had  like  to  have  fallen 
into  a  fwoon.  His  Majefty  was  going  to  take  his  diverfion 
at  FontainbleaU  •  the  defign  was  immediately  laid  afide. 

Never  was  man  fo  fincerely  regretted ;  all  Paris  was  in 
trouble  and  emotion,  and  all  the  people  flock’d  together, 
every  one  lamenting  the  Hero.  I  fend  you  an  exaCt  re¬ 
lation  of  what  he  did  during  the  laft  days  of  his  life.  It 
was  after  a  three  months  conduCl  altogether  wonderful, 
and  which  the  Gentlemen  of  the  profefflon  are  never 


*  M.  de  Grignan 
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weary  of  admiring,  that  the  day  came  which  put  a  period 
to  this  glory  and  his  life.  He  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  the 
enemy  decamp,  and  on  the  27th,  which  was  Saturday, 
he  was  to  go  to  the  top  of  a  little  eminence  in  order  to 
obferve  their  march ;  he  had  a  defign  to  attack  their  rear¬ 
guard,  and  at  noon  wrote  to  the  King  that  with  that  in¬ 
tention  he  had  fent  to  Brifac  to  have  the  forty  hours  pray¬ 
ers  faid  :  he  told  the  King  of  the  death  of  young  d’Hoc- 
quincourt,  and  that  he  would  fend  a  courier  to  inform 
his  Majefty  of  the  iffue  of  his  enterprize;  he  fealed  his 
letter,  and  fent  it  off  at  two  a  clock:  he  went  to  the 
eminence,  accompanied  by  eight  or  ten  perfons,  and  an 
unlucky  ball  from  a  canon  fired  at  a  venture  took  him  in 
the  middle  of  his  body,  and  you  may  imagine  what  cries 
and  tears  there  were  in  the  Army.  The  courier  fet  out 
that  inftant  •  he  arriv’d  on  Monday,  as  I  have  told  you  ; 
fo  that  one  hour  the  King  had  a  letter  from  M.  de  Tu- 
renne,  and  the  next  an  account  of  his  death.  There  is 
fince  arriv’d  a  Gentleman  who  belong’d  to  M.deTurenne  -y 
he  fays  that  the  Armies  are  pretty  near  one  another,  that 
M.  de  Lorges  commands  in  the  room  of  his  Uncle,  and 
that  nothing  can  be  compared  to  the  great  affadtion  the 
whole  Army  is  in. 

Paris,  Wvdnefday  July  31.  1675. 

Letter  CCI. 

IAm  always  thinking,  my  child,  how  grievoufly  you 
muft  be  ftruck  and  affedted  with  the  death  of  M.  de 
Turenne:  Cardinal  de  Bouillon  is  inconfolable.  He  learnt 
the  news  by  a  Gentleman  of  M.  de  Louvigni’s,  who 
had  a  mind  to  pay  him  the  firft  compliment  of  condolence- 
he  ftopt  his  coach  as  he  was  returning  from  Pontoife  to 
Verfailles :  the  Cardinal  did  not  comprehend  what  he 
meant,  and  the  Gentleman  perceiving  his  Eminence 
yet  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  went  off  abruptly.  The 
Cardinal  fent  after  him,  and  had  an  account  of  that  de¬ 
plorable  death  •  he  fwooned  away,  and  was  carried  to 
Pontoife,  where  he  has  been  two  days  without  eating, 
and  continually  weeping  and  lamenting.  Madame  de 
Guenegaud  and  Cavoie,  who  are  no  lefs  afflidted  than 
he,  have  been  to  fee  him.  I  have  juft  now  wrote  to 
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him,  and,  I  think,  properly  enough :  I  have  told  him  of 
your  affliction  before  hand,  both  on  account  of  his  fhare 
in  the  lofs,  and  the  efleem  you  had  for  the  hero.  Do  not 
forget  to  write  to  him ;  I  think  you  write  very  well  on 
all  fubjeCts;  as  for  this,  you  have  no  more  to  do  but 
fet  your  pen  a  going.  They  feem  very  much  affected  at 
Paris,  and  in  many  families  with  this  important  death.  We 
Wait  with  great  unealineft  a  courier  from  Germany  ;  Mon- 
tecuculli,  who  was  marching  off,  will  probably  return,  and 
endeavour  to  make  advantage  of  this  conjuncture.  They 
fay  that  the  cries  of  the  foldiers  were  heard  at  the  di- 
ftance  of  two  leagues :  no  confideration  could  reftrairi 
them.  They  cried  out  to  be  led  to  battle ,  that  they  would 
revenge  the  death  of  their  Father ,  their  General ,  their 
Proteflor,  their  Defender ;  that  with  him  they  were  ufed 
to  fear  nothing,  and  that  they  would  have  a  fevere  revenge 
for  his  death;  that  the  Officers  fhould  leave  it  to  them,  that 
they  were  furious,  and  only  defired  to  be  led  to  battle. 
This  news  was  brought  by  a  Gentleman  who  belonged 
to  M.  deTurenne,  and  who  came  to  fpeak  with  the  King* 
he  was  continually  in  tears  while  he  was  relating  his  Ma¬ 
iler’s  death,  and  what  I  have  told  you,  to  all  his  friends. 
M.  deTurenne  received  the  fliot  through  his  body;  you’ll 
eafily  believe  he  fell  and  died ;  neverthelefs  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  fpirits  carried  him  the  length  of  a  flep  or  two : 
he  locked  his  hands  in  convuliions,  and  then  a  cloke  was 
thrown  over  his  body.  Le  Bois-Guyot  (that  is  the  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  name  I  fpoke  of)  did  not  leave  him  till  his  peo¬ 
ple  had  carried  him  without  noife  to  the  next  houfe.  M. 
de  Lorges  was  half  a  league  off;  judge  of  his  defpair; 
he  has  loft  all,  and  has  the  charge  of  the  Army  and  all 
its  motions  till  the  arrival  of  the  Prince,  who  has  a  two 

and  twenty  days  journey  to  make . M.  de  Turenne 

faid  to  the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  when  he  took  his  leave  of 
him,  as  d’Hacqueville  told  it  two  days  ago;  Sir,  I  ana 
no  great  talker,  but  I  beg  you  would  believe  me  in 
earn  eft  when  I  tell  you,  that  were  it  not  for  thefe  affairs 
here,  which  perhaps  may  require  my  affiftance,  I  would 
retire  as  you  do ;  and  I  give  you  my  word,  that  if  I  re¬ 
turn,  I  will  not  die  in  a  trench,  but  in  imitation  of  your 
example,  put  fome  fpace  between  my  life  and  my  death,  j 

Paris,  Friday  Auguft  2. 
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Letter  CCIII. 

To  the  fame . 

WE  LL  then,  you  fee  our  dear  friends  have  at  length 
happily  repafs’d  the  Rhine,  at  great  leifure  and  after 
having  beat  the  enemy  :  it  is  very  glorious  for  M.  de  Lorges. 
We  have  all  earneftly  wifh’d  that  the  King  would  fend  him 
the  ftaff  after  fo  gallant  and  fo  advantageous  an  adlion,  of 
which  he  had  all  the  honour :  he  had  a  horfe  kill’d  under 
him  by  a  canon-ball,  which  palling  between  his  legs,  he  may 
be  faid  to  have  been  mounted  upon  it :  Providence  had  given 
it  its  commiflion  as  well  as  others.  We  have  loft  Vaubrun 
in  this  action ;  the  enemy’s  lofs  is  very  great;  by  their  own 
account  they  have  four  thoufand  men  killed,  and  we  have 
loft  but  feven  or  eight  hundred.  The  Duke  de  Sault  and 
the  Chevalier  de  Grignan  diftinguifhed  themfelves  j  but 
above  all  the  Englilh  did  tilings  beyond  belief.  In  lhorc 
we  have  had  great  good  fortune.  They  fay  that  Monte- 
cuculli  *,  after  he  had  teftified  to  M.  de  Lorges  the  grief 
he  had  for  the  lofs  of  fo  great  a  Captain,  fent  him  word 
that  he  would  let  him  repafs  the  Rhine,  and  that  he  would 
not  expofe  his  own  reputation  to  the  rage  of  a  furious 
Army,  and  the  valour  of  the  French  youth,  whom  no¬ 
thing  could  relift  in  their  firft  impetuofity.  There  was 
not  indeed  a  general  engagement,  but  the  troops  we  at¬ 
tacked  were  defeated. 

Let  us  fpeak  a  little  of  M.  deTurenne,  it  is  a  long 
time  fince  we  have  faid  any  thing  of  him.  Do  not  you 
wonder  that  we  fhould  think  our  felves  happy  to  have 
repafs’d  the  Rhine,  and  that  what  would  have  highly  dif- 
pleafed  us,  had  he  been  in  the  world,  appears  fuccefs  now 
he  is  iOut  of  it  ?  See  of  what  confequence  the  lofs  of  one 
man  is.  Give  me  leave  to  tell  you  a  thing  which  I  think 
very  fine;  methinks  I  read  the  Roman  hiftory.  Saint 
Hilaire,  Lieutenant-General  of  the  artillery,  ftop’d  M. 
deTurenne,  who  was  galloping  on,  to  Ihew  him  a  bat¬ 
tery  :  it  was  as  if  he  had  faid,  Stay  a  little,  Sir,  for  it  is 
here  that  you  muft  be  killed.  The  canon-ball  came 
and  carried  off  the  arm  of  Saint-Hilaire,  who  was  point- 


*  The  Count  de  Montecuculli,  GeneraJiflime  of  the  Emperor’s  forces. 
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ing  to  the  battery,  and  killed  M .  d  e  Turenne.  Saint-Hilaire’s 
fon  threw  himfelf  upon  his  father,  and  fell  a  crying  and 
weeping :  Hold  your  peace,  my  child,  faid  he  to  him, 
fee  there,  pointing  to  M.  de  Turenne  ftone  dead,  fee  what 
ought  to  be  regretted  for  ever,  and  what  is  irreparable  ; 
and  without  minding  himfelf,  began  to  weep  and  lament 
for  the  great  lofs.  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  cannot  for¬ 
bear  weeping  while  he  is  admiring  the  noblenefs  of  this 
fentiment. 

Paris,  Friday  9  Aug.  1675. 

Letter  CClV. 

To  the  fame. 

I  Have  been  juft  now  feeing  the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon; 

he  is  lo  changed  that  he  is  hardly  to  be  known :  he 
fpoke  much  to  me  about  you ;  he  does  not  doubt  of  your 
fentiments.  He  told  me  a  thoufand  things  of  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  which  make  ones  heart  bleed  :  his  foul  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  was  in  a  condition  to  appear  before  God,  for  his . 
life  was  perfedtly  innocent.  He  asked  his  nephew  atWhit- 
funtide  if  he  might  not  communicate  without  confeffing 
himfelf ;  he  anfwered  he  could  not,  and  that  probably  he 
had  offended  God  fince  Eafter.  M.  de  Turenne  then  told 
him  his  ftate;  he  was  a  thoufand  leagues  from  any  mortal 
fin :  however  he  went  to  be  confeffed  according  to  cuftom, 
faying,  Muft  I  confefs  to  this  Recolet  as  I  would  to  M. 
de  Saint  Gervais  ?  is  it  all  the  fame  ?  Such  a  foul  truly  is  fit 
for  heaven ;  it  came  too  diredtly  from  God  not  to  return 
to  him,  it  being  fo  little  hurt  by  the  corruption  of  this 
world.  He  tenderly  loved  M.  d’Elbeuf’s  fon,  who  is  a 
prodigy  of  valour  at  fourteen  years  of  age :  he  fent  him 
laft  year  to  pay  his  compliments  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain, 
who  faid  to  him,  My  young  coufin,  you  are  too  happy  in 
feeing  and  hearing  M.  de  T urenne  every  day ;  you  have  no 
other  relation  nor  father  but  him  ;  kifs  the  ground  whereon 
he  treads,  be  killed  at  his  feet.  The  poor  boy  is  like  to 
die  with  grief,  he  mourns  with  the  reafon  of  a  man  and 
the  tears  of  a  child ;  it  is  feared  that  he  will  hardly  get 
oyer  it.  Cavoie  is  affli&ed,  but  keeps  within  bounds. 

y  5  The 
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The  Duke  of  Villeroy  has  writ  letters  here  in  the  trans¬ 
port  of  his  grief,  which  are  in  fuch  Strong  terms,  that  I 
muft  conceal  them :  he  reckons  it  the  higheft  pitch  of 
good  fortune  to  have  been  beloved  by  this  hero,  and  de¬ 
clares  that  after  that  he  Shall  defpife  all  other  efteem 
whatever.  M.  de  Marfillac  has  distinguish’d  himfelf  in 
Speaking  of  M.  de  Lorges  as  worthy  of  a  better  recom- 
pence  than  M.de  Vaubrun’s  place:  Nothing  could  have 
been  of  greater  ufe,  or  more  encouraging,  than  to  have 
honour’d  him  with  the  Staff  after  fo  great  SucceSs. 

Paris,  Monday  12  Aug-  1675. 

Letter  CCVI. 

To  the  fame. 

I  Have  a  mind  to  put  what  you  write  concerning  M.  de 
Turenne  in  a  funeral  oration:  your  Stile  has  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  energy  and  beauty ;  you  are  in  that  {well  of  elo¬ 
quence  which  is  caufed  by  a  tide  of  Sorrow.  Do  not 
think,  my  child,  that  we  had  forgot  M.  de  Turenne  here 
when  your  letter  came :  time,  that  Stream  which  carries  every 
thing  along  with  it,  cannot  fo  foon  efface  the  memory  of 
fo  great  a  man ;  it  is  confecrated  to  immortality.  I  was 
the  other  day  at  M.  de  la  Rochefaucault’s ;  M.  le  Premier 
was  there,  Madame  de  Lavardin,  M.  de  Marfillac,  Ma¬ 
dame  de  la  Fayette,  and  I.  The  conversation  laSted  two 
hours  on  the  divine  qualities  of  that  true  Hero  ;  every  eye 
was  bathed  in  tears,  and  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  how 
deeply  the  grief  for  his  lofs  was  graven  on  our  hearts; 
you  go  beyond  us  in  nothing  but  in  having  the  comfort 
to  figh  aloud  and  write  his  panegyrick.  One  thing  we 
have  obferved,  that  it  is  not  Since  his  death  only  that 
people  have  admired  the  greatnefs  of  his  heart,  the  extent  of 
his  knowledge,  and  his  elevated  foui :  every  body  was  full  of 
admiration  of  thofe  while  he  was  alive,  and  you  may 
judge  what  addition  his  death  has  made  to  it.  In  Short, 
don’t  fancy  that  his  death  will  pafs  over  here  like  other 
men’s;  you  may  talk  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  but  ought  not 
fo  imagine  your  grief  a  whit  greater  than  that  of  others. 
'As  to  his  foul,  (and  this  is  another  wonderful  tiling  that 
proceeds  from  the  great  efteem  people  had  for  him)  it 
t  •  >  never 
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never  enter’d  into  the  head  of  a  Devot  that  it  was  not  in 
a  good  ftate :  no  one  believes  that  fin  and  evil  could  have 
any  place  in  his  heart :  his  converfion  was  fo  fincere,  it  feem’d 
to  us  like  a  baptifm :  every  body  fpeaks  of  the  innocence 
of  his  manners,  the  purity  of  his  intentions,  his  humi¬ 
lity  far  removed  from  all  kind  of  affectation,  his  true 
honour  without  pride,  without  oftentation,  his  love  of 
virtue  for  itfelf,  without  refpedt  to  the  approbation  of 
men,  and  his  generous  and  Chriftian  charity.  The  Eng- 
lifh  have  told  M.  de  Lorges,  that  they  will  continue  to 
ferve  this  campaign  in  order  to  revenge  the  Vifcount’s 
death  j  but  will  then  retire,  not  being  able  to  obey  any 
other  after  M.  de  Turenne.  There  were  fome  young 
foldiers  who  were  uneafy  at  their  being  in  morafles, 
where  they  were  up  to  the  knees  in  water  j  the  veterans 
faid  to  them,  “  Why  do  you  complain  ?  you  do  not 
cc  know  M.  de  Turenne  :  when  we  fuflfer,  he  is  more 
ec  concern’d  than  we  are  ourfelves  j  at  this  moment  he 
“  is  thinking  how  to  deliver  us ;  he  is  awake  when  we 
c<  are  afleep;  he  is  our  father  j  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  you 
(C  are  but  young:”  and  thus  they  encouraged  them.  All 
I  tell  you  is  true:,  I  don’t  employ  my  felf  in  relating  idle 
ftories,  with  which  people  think  to  pleafe  thofe  that  are 
at  a  diftance  ,  but  that  is  only  to  abule  them ;  and  I  am 
more  cautious  of  what  I  write  to  you,  than  of  what  I 
would  fay  if  you  were  here.  I  return  to  his  foul :  it  is  a 
thing  very  remarkable  that  no  Devot  has  entertained  a 
doubt,  but  God  has  received  it  very  mercifully,  and  as 
one  of  the  beft  he  ever  made.  Reflect  ferioufly  upon  this 
univerfal  perfuafion  of  his  falvation,  and  you’ll  find  it  a 
kind  of  miracle,  which  has  happen’d  only  to  him :  in 
fhort,  no  body  has  dared  to  doubt  of  his  eternal  repofe. 
You  fee  in  the  news  the  effects  of  his  lots . An¬ 

other  word  of  M.  de  Turenne:  He  had  made  acquaintance 
with  a  fhepherd,  who  knew  the  Country  and  the  roads 
very  well  j  he  ufed  to  walk  alone  with  this  man,  and  pofted 
his  troops  according  to  the  information  he  gave  him ;  he 
loved  the  fhepherd,  and  found  him  a  man  of  excellent 
fenfe,  and  faid,  that  Colonel  Bee  was  fuch  a  one  as  he, 
and  he  believed  the  fhepherd  would  make  his  fortune  as 
he  had  done.  When  he  had  made  his  troops  pafs  over 
at  leifure,  he  was  fatisfied,  and  faid  to  M.  de  Royes: 
In  truth ,  I  think  this  is  not  ill  done3  and  I  believe  that 

U  4  M,  de 
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M.  de  Montecuculli  vjill  think  Jo  too.  It  was  indeed  a  ma~ 
fter-ftroke  of  art. 

Paris,  Friday  16  Augufl  1675. 


Letter  CCVIIL 

To  the  fame. 

THE  Hero’s  body  is  not  yet  carried  toTurenne,  as  I 
was  told }  they  are  tranfporting  it  to  S.  Dennis,  to 
the  foot  of  the  burying  place  of  the  family  of  Bourbon : 
they  intend  to  remove  the  bodies  from  the  hole  they  are 
in  to  a  chapel  that  is  to  be  built  for  them ;  and  M.deTu- 
renne  is  the  firft:  that  is  to  be  depofited  there.  For  my  part, 
I  had  made  fuch  a  ftir  about  that  place,  that  as  I  know  not 
who  elfe  can  have  given  that  advice,  I  believe  it  was  I. 
There  are  already  four  Captains  at  their  Mailer’s  feet,  and 
if  there  were  none,  1  think  M.  de  Turenne  fhould  be  the 
firft.  Wherever  the  illultrious  bier  pafies,  there  are  nothing 
but  cries  and  tears,  crowds  and  procelfions,  which  oblige 
M.  deTurenne’s  people  to  travel  only  by  night :  it  will  be 
a  mournful  fpedtacle  to  Paris  if  they  pals  through  it. . . . . 

Paris,  Monday  ic|  Aug.  1675. 

Letter  CCIX» 

To  the  fame. 

T‘  HE  firft  Prefident  of- the  Court  of  Aids  has  an  eftate 
in  the  Country ;  his  tenant  came  to  him  the  other 
day,  defiring  him  to  lower  the  rent  confiderably,  or  break 
the  leafe  that  was  made  two  years  ago.  The  Prefident 
asked  him  for  what  reafon,  telling  him  that  the  thing 
was  not  ufual.  The  tenant  anfwered.  That  while  M.  de 
Turenne  was  alive,  they  could  with  fafety  reap  their  har- 
vefts,  and  reckon  upon  the  lands  of  that  Country;  but 
fince  fiis  death  every  body  quitted ,  believing  that  the 
enemy  would  enter  it.  Thefeare  Ample  and  natural  things, 
which  make  as  noble  a  panegyrick  upon  him,  as  the  Fle- 
fhiers  andMafcarons. 

Livry,  Wednefday  zi  Auguft  1675, 


Letter 
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Letter  CCX. 

To  the  fame. 

DO  not  think,  my  child,  that  M.  de  Turenne’s  death 
is  as  foon  forgot  here  as  other  news;  they  talk  of 
him  and  lament  him  every  day. 

Tout  en  fait  fouvenir ,  &  rien  ne  lui  refemble. 

Every  thing  brings  him  to  mind,  and  yet  nothing  is  like 
him. 

This  verfe  may  be  applied  to  him.  Happy  thole,  as  you 
(ay,  who  have  the  leaft  adverted  to  this  lofs :  that  which 
has  happened  fince  has  renewed  the  hero’s  praifcs. 

Paris,  Monday  26  Aug.  1675. 


Letter  CCXI. 

To  the  fame. 

I  Am  once  again  going  to  write  to  you  of  M.deTu- 
renne.  Madame  d’Elbeuf,  who  flays  lome  days  with 
the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon,  defired  me  yefterday  to  dine 
with  them  two  in  order  to  talk  of  their  affliction.  Ma¬ 
dame  de  la  Fayette  came  there :  we  kept  very  exaCtly  to 
our  refolution;  our  eyes  were  never  dry.  M.  d’Elbeuf  had 
the  Hero’s  picture  exceedingly  well  drawn,  and  all  his 
train  came  at  eleven  a-clock :  they  were  all  in  tears,  and 
already  in  mourning.  There  came  three  Gentlemen  who 
had  like  to  have  died  upon  feeing  the  picture;  their  cries 
pierced  our  hearts,  they  could  not  utter  a  word.  His  va¬ 
lets  de  chambre,  footmen,  pages,  trumpeters,  all  burft  into 
tears,  and  made  the  reft  weep  too.  The  firft  that  could 
fpeak  a  word,  anfwer’d  our  fad  queftions :  we  made  him 
relate  the  manner  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  death.  Haying  a 
mind  to  be  confefled,  he,  before  he  lhut  himfelf  up,  gave 
the  orders  for  the  evening;  he  was  to  communicate  the 
next  day,  which  was  Sunday.  He  defigned  to  give  battle, 
and  mounted  his  horfe  on  Saturday  at  two  a-clock  after 
dinner.  There  were  many  people  with  him,  he  left  them 
all  thirty  paces  from  the  eminence  whither  he  was  going: 
he  faid  to  young  d’Elbeuf,  Stay  there ,  nephew ,  you  are 
tflways  hanging  upon  me,  yo»  wili  make  me  he  known.  He 
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found  M.  d’Hamilton  near  the  place  he  was  going  to, 
who  faid  to  him,  Come  this  way ,  Sir,  they’ll  fire  where 
'you  are  going:  Sir,  anfwered  he,  /  come ,  /  have  no 
mind  to  be  killed  to  day  }  that  would  be  fine  indeed. 
He  turned  his  horfe,  and  faw  S.  Hilaire,  who  faid  to 
him,  holding  his  hat  in  his  hand,  Sir,  look  to  that  bat¬ 
tery ,  which  I  have  caufed  to  be  raifed  there:  he  return’d 
two  paces,  and  without  flopping,  received  the  fhot  which 
carried  off  S.  Hilaire’s  arm  and  hand  that  held  his  hat, 
and  pierced  the  Hero’s  body  after  having  fhatter’d  his  arm 
to  pieces.  That  Gentleman  ftiil  look’d  at  him,  but  did 
not  fee  him  fall ;  his  horfe  carried  him  to  the  place  where 
he  had  left  young  d’Elbeuf;  he  was  not  yet  fallen,  but 
his  head  lean'd  upon  the  faddle  bow.  The  horfe  ftopt 
there,  and  M.deTurenne  fell  into  the  arms  of  his  atten¬ 
dants  }  he  twice  opened  wide  his  eyes  and  mouth,  and 
then  remained  quiet  for  ever.  He  was  dead,  and  had  a 
part  of  his  heart  carried  away.  There  was  nothing  but 
cries  and  tears ;  M.  d’Hamilton  put  a  flop  to  them,  and 
had  d’Elbeuf  taken  away,  who  had  thrown  himfelf  upon 
the  body,  which  he  would  not  quit,  and  had  fwooned 
away  with  crying.  They  threw  a  cloak  over  M.  deTu- 
renne,  carried  him  to  a  hedge,  and  guarded  him  with¬ 
out  noife.  A  coach  was  brought,  and  he  was  carried  to 
his  tent.  M.  de  Lorges  and  many  others  had  like  to  have 
died  with  grief  there ■,  but  it  was  neceflary  to  do  violence 
to  themfelves,  and  think  of  the  great  affairs  they  had  up¬ 
on  their  hands.  They  order’d  a  military  fervice  for  him 
in  the  camp,  where  tears  and  cries  made  a  real  mourning. 
All  the  Officers  had  crape-fcarfs,  all  the  drums  were  co¬ 
ver’d,  and  beat  but  one  ftroke:,  the  pikes  mean  while 
trailing,  and  the  muskets  revers’d  :  but  it  is  impofli- 
ble  to  reprefent  the  cries  of  a  whole  Army  without  be¬ 
ing  greatly  moved.  M.  de  Roves,  wounded  as  he  was, 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  carried  thither,  for  the  Mafs  was 
not  laid  till  they  had  repafs'd  the  Rhine.  I  doubt  not 
but  the  Chevalier  *  was  deeply  affected.  \Vhen  the  dead 
body  left  the  Army,  there  was  yet  another  fcene  of  mourn¬ 
ing  :  there  were  lamentations  wherever  it  palled,  but  at 
Langres  they  out-did  themfelves- two  hundred  perfons  in 
mourning,  followed  by  the  body  of  the  people,  and  theClergy 

*  D;  Grignan, 
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in  their  habits,  went  to  meet  it ;  they  had  a  folemn  fervice 
in  the  town ;  and  in  a  word,  all  affefled  themfelves  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expences,  which  amounted  to  5000  livresj  be- 
caufe  the  inhabitants  attended  the  body  to  the  firft  town, 
and  would  pay  the  expences  of  all  the  train.  What  fay 
you  of  thofe  natural  marks  of  an  affe&ion,  founded  upon 
extraordinary  merit?  The  body  arrives  at  S.  Denis  tonight 
or  to  morrow  j  all  M.  de  Turenne’s  people  are  gone  to 
meet  it  two  leagues  from  hence.  It  will  be  depofited  in 
a  Chapel,  where  there  will  be  a  fervice  till  that  of  Notre 
Dame  begins,  which  will  be  a  folemn  one.  What  fay  you 
of  the  diverfion  we  had  ?  we  din’d  in  the  manner  you  may 

imagine,  and  till  four  a  clock  did  nothing  but  figh . 

M.  deBarillon  fupp’d  here  yefternight;  he  {poke  of  nothing 
but  M.  deTurenne  •  he  is  truly  afflidted.  He  talk’d  to  us  of 
the  folidity  of  his  vertues,  of  his  ftridt  adherence  to  truth, 
how  much  he  loved  virtue  for  it  felf,  how  greatly  he  thought 
himfelf  rewarded  by  it  alone,  and  then  concluded  with 
faying,  that  a  man  could  not  love  him,  nor  be  touched  with 
his  merit,  without  being  the  better  man  for  it.  His  con¬ 
vention  communicated  a  horror  at  bafe  adtions  and  double 
dealing,  and  railed  his  friends  above  all  other  men. 
Among  this  number  he  named  the  Chevalier,  who  was 
very  much  beloved  and  efteem’d  by  this  great  man,  whom 
he  adored.  Many  ages  will  not  produce  his  like,  though 
I  don’t  think  people  are  quite  blind  in  this,  at  leaft  thofe 
whom  I  converfe  with.  I  fancy  this  is  to  boaft  of  being 

in  good  company .  The  following  account  I 

had  yefterday.  You  very  well  know  Pertuis*,  and  his 
efteem  for  and  attachment  to  M. deTurenne.  As  foon 
as  he  heard  of  his  death,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King, 
wherein  he  faid,  Sire,  I  have  loft  M.  de  Turenne;  I  feel 
that  I  am  not  able  to  fupport  my  felf  under  this  misfor¬ 
tune  j  fo  not  being  longer  in  a  condition  to  ferve  your 
Majefty,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  down  the  Government  of 
Courtrai.  Cardinal  de  Bouillon  hinder’d  the  letters  being 
delivered ;  but  fearing  left  Pertuis  fhould  come  himfelf 
he  told  the  King  the  excefs  of  his  grief.  The  King 
took  part  in  his  affliction,  and  faid  to  the  Cardinal, 
that  he  valued  Pertuis  the  more  j  that  he  fhould  not 
think  of  giving  up  his  place,  and  that  he  was  too  worthy 

*  He  had  been  Captain  of  the  Guards  to  Ms  de  Turenne. 
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a  man  not  to  do  his  duty  always  in  whatever  condition 
he  was.  See  how  it  is  with  thofe  who  regret  this  Hero, 
His  patrimony  was  40,000  livres  a  year,  and  M.  de  Bou- 
qherat  has  found  that  after  payment  of  his  debts  and  le¬ 
gacies,  there  remains  only  10,000  livres  a  year  ■  fo  that 
there  are  200,000  livres  for  all  his  heirs,  provided  law  does 
not  meddle  in  the  affair.  See  how  rich  he  was  grown 
in  fifty  years  fervice. 

Paris,  Wednefday  ?.S  Aug.  1675. 


A  Letter  from  Lewis  XIV.  to  the  Abbot  and  Monks 
of  S.  Denis. 

Dear  and  well-beloved , 


N.  XXII 
B.  VI. 


THE  great  and  fignal  fervices  which  have  been  done 
to  this  State  by  our  deceafedCoulin  the  Vifcount  de 
Turenne,  and  the  confpicuous  teftimonies  he  gave  of  Iris 
•zeal  and  affedtion  for  our  fervice,  and  of  his  capacity  in 
the  command  of  our  Armies,  which  we  entrufted  him 
with,  in  a  fure  hope  of  happy  and  great  fuccefs,  which 
his  confummate  prudence  and  extraordinary  valour  have 
procured  to  our  arms,  having  made  us  with  great  grief 
ienfible  of  the  lofs  of  fo  great  a  man,  and  of  a  fubjedt 
fo  neceffary  and  fo  diltinguifh’d  by  his  virtue  and  merit, 
we  were  willing  to  give  a  publick  teftimony,  worthy  of 
our  efteem  and  his  great  actions,  by  ordering  that  there 
be  paid  to  his  memory  all  the  honours  which  may  witnefs 
to  pofterity  the  extreme  fatisfa&ion  we  have,  and  the  re¬ 
membrance  we  would  preferve  of  all  that  he  has  done 
for  the  glory  of  our  arms  and  the  fupport  of  our  State : 
and  as  we  can  give  no  proofs  more  publick  and  more  cer¬ 
tain  than  by  taking  care  of  his  burial,  we  will  to  provide 
for  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  place  where  it  fhall  be, 
may  be  an  evidence  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  fervices  and  of 
our  acknowledgments.  For  this  reafon,  having  refolved  to 
caufe  a  chapel  to  be  built  in  the  church  of  S.  Denis  for  the 
burying  place  of  the  Kings  and  Princes  of  the  Branch  Roy¬ 
al  of  Bourbon,  we  will,  that  when  it  fhall  be  finifh’d,  the, 
body  of  our  faid  Coufin  be  tranfported  thither,  to  be  there, 
put  in  an  honourable  place,  according  to  the  order  we  fhall 
give  ■  and  in  the  mean  time  we  have  permitted  our  Cou- 

fm?; 
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fins  the  Cardinal  and  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  his  nephews, 
to  depofite  his  body  in  the  chapel  of  S.  Euftace,  and  there 
to  eredt  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  their  Uncle,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  defign  they  have.  Therefore  we  were 
willing  to  apprize  you  of  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  tell 
you,  that  we  will  that  you  therein  execute  our  will,  in 
Caufing  the  faid  body  to  be  put  in  the  vault  of  the  faid 
chapel,  and  allowing  the  workmen  to  work  at  the  faid 
monument  till  it  be  entirely  finifhed.  See  that  you  do 
not  fail,  for  fuch  is  our  pleafure.  Given  at  S.  Germain 
cn  Laye,  the  226  day  of  November  1675. 

Signed  LOUIS,  and  underneath  Colbert  •  and  on 
the  fold,  To  our  dear  and  well- beloved  the  Ab¬ 
bot,  Prior,  and  Monks  of  the  Abbey  Royal  of 
S.  Denis  in  France. 


J  T  was  thought  that  the  publick  would  not  perhaps  be 
•*-  difpleafed  to  fee  the  following  Eulogiums  on  the  FiJ~ 
count  de  Turenne  by  three  celebrated  per  Jons  ;  the  firjl  fa¬ 
mous  in  the  republick  of  the  Belles  Lettres ,  the  J'econd  in 
the  Magiftracy^  and  the  third  in  the  Church. 
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O  N 


de  TURENNE, 

By  S.  Evremon t. 

IT  would  be  injurious  to  M.  de  Turenne’s  birch 5 
fhould  I  go  about  to  inftrud  the  publick  with  regard 
to  a  family  fo  illuftrious  and  fo  confiderable  in  Europe 
as  his.  I  fhall  not  lofe  time  in  defcribing  all  the  linea¬ 
ments  of  his  face  :  the  characters  of  great  men  have  no¬ 
thing  in  common  with  the  pictures  of  beautiful  women  • 
but  I  may  fay  in  general  that  he  had  in  him  fometlhing 
auguft  and  agreeable,  fomething  in  Iris  countenance  that 
difcovered  an  inexpreflible  greatnefs  of  foul  and  mind. 
One  might  judge  from  his  appearance,  that  by  a  particu¬ 
lar  difpolition,  nature  had  formed  him  for  doing  all  that 
he  did.  Being  born  of  a  Father  fo  confiderable  in  the 
Proteffant  party  as  M.  de  Bouillon  was,  he  followed  his 
way  of  thinking  about  Religion,  but  without  any  indifcreet 
zeal  for  his  own,  or  averfion  to  that  of  others  •  being 
precautioned  againft  that  fubtle  delufion  which,  under  the 
mask  of  charity  for  others,  conceals  an  excefs  of  complai- 
fance  for  our  own  opinion.  As  there  is  nothing  mean  in 
military  employments,  he  pafled  thro’  the  lowed  and  the 
middlemoft,  and  was  ftill  thought  worthy  of  higher  than 
he  pofleffed.  Tho’  always  diftinguifhed  on  account  of  his 
birth,  yet  was  it  his  Cervices  alone  which  gradually  raifed 
him  to  the  command  of  armies  j  and  it  is  no  exaggeration 
to  fay,  that  for  his  arriving  at  the  pofts  he  obtain’d,  never 
man  owed  fo  much  to  his  merit  and  fo  little  to  fortune. 

I  fhall  not  enlarge  upon  his  aCtions,  but  confine  my 
felf  to  fome  particulars  little  known,  which  may  contri- 
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bute  to  form  a  chara&er  of  him.  The  Prince  gave  him 
the  honour  of  all  that  was  done  in  Germany  while  M.  de 
Turenne  ferved  with  him  there ;  and  fo  great  was  the 
efteem  the  Prince  had  for  him,  that  converfing  with 
fome  of  the  Generals  of  his  time,  cc  If  I  were  to  change 
“  my  felf,  faid  he,  I  would  be  changed  into  M.  de  Tu- 
tc  renne,  and  he  is  the  only  man  that  could  make  me  delire 
cc  fuch  a  change.”  It  is  incredible  with  what  attention 
the  Prince  obferved  him,  feeking  to  reap  advantage  not 
only  from  his  actions,  but  alfo  from  his  converfation. 

I  remember  he  asked  him  one  day,  what  method  he 
would  choofe  to  follow  in  carrying  on  the  war  in  Flan¬ 
ders  :  “  Make  few  fieges,  anfwered  M.  de  Turenne,  give 
cc  battle  frequently,  and  after  you  have  render’d  your 
<c  Army  fuperior  to  that  of  your  enemies,  both  as  to  the 
<c  number  and  goodnefs  of  your  troops,  (which  you  have 
<c  almoft  done  already  by  the  battle  of  Rocroi)  and  made 
cc  your  felf  mafter  of  the  open  Country,  the  villages  will 
<c  be  of  as  much  fervice  to  you  as  fortified  towns ;  but 
<c  people  think  it  more  honourable  to  take  a  ftrong  town 
<c  with  difficulty,  than  conquer  a  Province  with  eafe.  If 
<c  the  King  of  Spain  had  laid  out  in  ftrengtbning  and  im- 
<c  proving  his  Armies  what  it  has  coft  him  for  making  of 
<c  lieges  and  fortifying  towns,  he  would  this  day  be  the 
<{  moft  confiderable  of  all  the  Kings  in  Europe.” 

M.  de  Turenne’s  firft  maxim  in  war  was  that  which  is 
afcribed  to  Gefar,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  reckon’d 
done,  while  any  thing  remains  undone.  Scarce  had  Phi- 
lipsbourg  capitulated,  when  he  led  a  part  of  his  troops  to 
fall  upon  a  fmall  body  which  Savelli  Coloredo  commanded  ; 
he  attacked  and  defeated  it,  march’d  to  Spires,  Worms, 
Mentx ;  every  one  of  which  furrendered,  and  all  this 
was  done  in  fix  or  leven  days.  He  prized  actions  more 
for  their  confequences  than  for  themfelves.  He  had  a 
greater  efteem  for  a  General  who  prefcrved  a  Country 
after  having  loft  a  battle,  than  for  him  who  had  gain’d 
the  victory,  and  did  not  know  how  to  make  advantage 
of  it. 

Let  us  come  to  our  civil  wars;  it  was  there  that  M. 
de  Turenne  was  belt  known,  becaufe  more  expofed  to  the 
obfervation  of  the  Courtiers.  It  is  known  that  he  faved 
the  Court  at  Gergeau,  and  prevented  its  falling  into  the 
Princes  hands  at  Gien.  He  prefer  ved  the  State  when  it 
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was  thought  loft  :  he  encreafed  its  glory  and  greatnefs1 
when  even  its  fafety  was  almoft  defpair’d  of.  He  found 
the  Court  fo  abandon’d  that  no  town  would  receive  it :  the 
Parliaments  had  declared  againft  it,  and  the  people  pre- 
poffefied  with  falfe  notions  of  publick  good,  blindly  adhered 
to  their  declarations.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Parliaments,  the  Prince  £t  that  of  the  troops, 
Fuenfaldaigne  was  advanced  to  Chauni  with  20,000  men, 
and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  was  not  far  off.  Such  was  the 
ftate  of  that  unfortunate  Court,  when  M.  de  Turenne,  af¬ 
ter  fome  lieges  and  battles,  the  relation  of  which  I  leave 
to  Hiftorians,  brought  it  back  to  Paris,  where  the  Queen 
Was  no  fooner  come,  but  her  re-eftablifhment  in  the  capi¬ 
tal  made  her  authority  acknowledged  over  all  the  Kingdom. 
The  King’s  fafety  being  well  eftablifh’d  at  home,  M.  de 
Turenne  made  his  power  felt  abroad,  and  reduced  Spain 
to  ask  a  peace  which  was  her  prefervation,  Ihe  not  being 
able  to  continue  a  war  that  ruin’d  her. 

Let  us  return  from  M.  de  Turenne’s  exploits  to  a  more 
particular  obfervation  of  his  conduit,  his  accomplifhments 
and  genius.  In  good  fuccefs  he  puffi’d  the  advantages  a$ 
far  as  they  could  be  carried ;  in  bad,  he  found  all  the 
remedies  that  could  be  found.  In  all  things  he  prefer’d 
what  was  folid  to  what  was  glaring,  being  lefs  lol- 
licitous  about  the  glory  he  might  gain  by  his  aitions,  than 
the  advantage  the  State  might  receive  from  them.  The 
publick  good  was  what  he  above  all  things  regarded.  He 
has  been  known  to  bear  with  the  ill  offices  of  the  envi¬ 
ous,  the  injuries  of  his  enemies,  and  the  difguft  of  thofe 
whom  he  ferv’d,  in  order  to  do  real  fervice. 

Being  modeft  even  in  thofe  things  which  were  moft  to 
his  glory,  he  render’d  the  Minifters  vain  and  arrogant  to¬ 
wards  him,  by  the  advantages  they  drew  from  what  he  had 
done ;  fevere  to  himfelf,  he  reckon’d  all  his  misfortunes  as 
faults ;  indulgent  to  thofe  who  had  committed  miftakes,  he 
made  their  faults  pafs  for  misfortunes. 

He  feemed  to  afcribe  to  fortune  too  little  a  lhare  in 
events ;  and  when  one  day,  in  order  to  convince  him 
by  his  own  example  of  her  power,  he  was  told  that 
perhaps  he  had  never  perform’d  better  than  at  Mariendal 
and  Rhetel,  and  yet  he  had  loft  both  thofe  battles  becaufe 
he  had  ill  fortune,  he  anfwered,  <c  I  am  fatisfied  with 
“  my  own  conduit  in  the  aition-  but  if  I  would  do  ju- 
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ec  ftice  a  little  ftrictly  upon  my  felf,  I  would  fay  that  the 
tc  affair  of  Mariendal  happen’d  becaufe  I  yielded  unfea- 
“  fonably  to  the  importunity  of  the  Germans,  who  de- 
iC  manded  quarters  j  and  that  of  Rhetel,  becaufe  I  trufted 
tc  too  much  to  the  Governor’s  letter,  wherein,  the  very 
<c  day  he  furrendered,  he  promifed  to  hold  out  four  days 
<c  longer  •  and  he  added,  when  a  man  boafts  of  never  ha- 
cc  ving  committed  errors  in  wat,  he  convinces  me  that  he 
<c  has  not  been  long  a  General.” 

He  never  forgot  Rofen’s  importunity  in  asking  quarters, 
and  his  own  too  great  eafinefs  in  granting  them.  This 
refled:ion  and  fome  others  of  the  fame  nature,  made  him 
change  his  conduct  with  regard  to  the  Officers :  he  continu¬ 
ed  to  ufe  them  well  as  formerly,  but  he  would  never  more 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  made  uneafy  by  them  in  the  fervice. 

The  firft  incumbrance  he  rid  himfelf  of  was  the  dis¬ 
putes  of  the  infantry :  that  old  cuftom,  founded  upon  an 
appearance  of  honour,  was  a  fort  of  right  which  all  the 
fever:!  corps  would  maintain  :  the  opposition  was  great } 
but  the  General  carried  his  point,  and  Puifegur,  the  molt 
intelligent  of  the  Officers,  and  the  molt  noted  for  Parting 
difficulties,  Puifegur,  the  enemy  of  all  the  Generals  he  did 
not  govern,  was  obliged  to  fell  his  regiment  and  retire 
with  his  troublefome  capacity  to  his  own  houfe. 

The  ufual  roll  of  the  Officers  in  detachments,  and  their 
rank  in  the  order  of  battle  were  no  longer  obferved.  This 
was  feen  at  the  battle  of  Dunkirk,  where  M.  de  Turenne 
chofe  the  Marquis  de  Crequi  to  command  the  wing  op- 
polite  to  the  Prince,  without  regard  to  the  feniority  of  the 
Lieutenant  Generals. 

After  having  changed  thofe  old  cuftoms,  he  changed, 
if  I  may  fay  fo,  the  genius  of  nations :  he  taught  ftrangers 
to  obferve  a  civility  which  was  not  natural  to  them,  and 
the  French  to  lay  afide  that  levity  and  impatience  which 
their  nation  always  had :  he  brought  them  to  endure  fa¬ 
tigue  without  murmuring,  and  the  Courtiers  who  ferved 
in  the  Army  to  forget  the  Court,  as  if  there  had  been  no 
other  employment  but  war.  Such  was  M.  deTurenne’s 
conduct  towards  the  Officers }  let  us  fee  his  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  the  Cardinal. 

At  the  time  when  Mazarin  was  the  mold  unfortunate, 
when  his  friends  fought  pretences  to  defert  him,  and  his  ene¬ 
mies  opportunities  to  ruin  him,  M.  de  T urenne  fhewed  him 
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the  fame  deference,  the  fame  refpect  that  had  been  paid  him 
in  his  higheft  fortune.  When  his  Eminence  had  re-efta- 
bliilied  his  power,  M.  deTurenne  kept  more  fcate  with  him 
than  he  had  done  in  his  adverfity.  He  was  the  firft  who 
ventured  to  make  his  court  to  the  King,  all  other  perlbns 
even  of  the  greateft  diftindtion  making  their  application 
to  the  Cardinal  only. 

He  never  asked  favours,  and  the  advantages  he  obtain’d 
appear’d  to  be  merely  the  effects  of  the  fervice  he  did  the 
State,  not  of  his  attachment  to  the  Minifter.  Never  were 
the  virtues  of  a  private  man  fo  well  united  with  the  qualities 
of  a  hero  as  in  the  perfon  of  M.  de  Turenne  :  he  was  eafy 
in  the  commerce  of  life,  delicate  in  con  verfation,  and  faith¬ 
ful  in  friendfhip.  He  has  been  accufed  of  not  being  adtive 
enough  at  Court  in  behalf  of  his  friends  ;  but  he  was  not 
more  for  himfelf :  while  a  fecret  pride  hindered  him  from 
asking  what  he  was  not  fure  to  obtain,  he  did  all  the  fa¬ 
vours  which  he  thought  were  in  his  power  to  do.  A  man’s 
friends  commonly  think  he  has  more  intereft  than  he  has, 
and  that  he  owes  them  more  than  he  really  does. 

M.  de  Turenne  Was  not  incapable  of  love;  his  virtue 
was  not  of  that  fevere  and  rugged  kind  which  no  fenti- 
ments  of  tendernefs  can  foften :  he  even  loved  more  than 
he  thought  he  did,  concealing  as  much  as  poffible  from 
himfelf  a  paffion  which  others  might  eaiily  difcover. 

If  Angularities  are  a  kind  of  failings  in  fociety,  M.  de 
T urenne  had  two  which  few  people  can  be  accufed  of :  a 
too  great  diiintereftednefs,  while  a  fpirit  of  intereft 
reigned  univerfally,  and  a  probity  too  pure  in  a  general 
corruption. 

His  change  of  Religion  touched  the  Proteftants  very 
feniibly ;  thofe  who  knew  him  afcribed  it  neither  to  am¬ 
bition  nor  intereft.  He  ever  loved  to  talk  of  religion, 
particularly  with  M.  d’Aubigni,  and  ufed  to  fay,  that  the 
dodtrine  of  the  Reformed  was  the  founded:,  yet  they 
ought  not  to  make  a  feparation,  but  infenfibly  inftil  their 
principles  into  the  Catholicks.  When  a  man  confelfes  that 
lie  is  in  the  wrong  to  feparate  from  a  Church,  anfwer’d 
M:  d’Aubigni,  he  is  in  a  fair  way  of  returning  to  it ;  and  if 
I  furvive  Madame  de  Turenne,  I  lliall  fee  you  in  ours. 
M. deTurenne  fmiled,  but  that  fmile  did  not  fufficiently 
difcover  whether  he  meant  to  laugh  at  M  de  Aubigni’s 
prediction,  or  to  approve  of  it,  Both  in  the  one  and  the 
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other  Religion,  he  ftill  aimed  at  what  was  right  and  good. 
•While  a  Huguenot,  he  had  no  fchemes  contrary  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Catholicks ;  when  converted,  he  had  no  zeal 
prejudicial  to  the  fafety  of  the  Huguenots. 

Thofe  who  were  with  him  in  his  laft  campaigns  fay  that 
he  fhewed  more  fpirit  and  vigour  in  them  than  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  ones,  that  he  was  more  bold  in  enterprising  and 
in  expoling  his  perfon,  than  formerly.  A  canon-ball 
put  an  end  to  fo  glorious  a  life;  a  death  to  be  defired 
(fince  death  is  unavoidable)  by  fo  great  a  man.  His  lofs 
was  lamented  by  all  Frenchmen,  regretted  by  all  people 
unbiased  by  intereft  ;  his  perfon  praifed  by  his  enemies  ; 
his  vertue  admired  by  all  the  world.  The  King,  whom 
he  had  fo  well  ferved,  would  have  him  buried  at  S.  Denis, 
among  the  Kings  his  predeceflors,  thinking  himfelf  as  much 
obliged  to  him  who  had  preferved  his  Kingdom,  as  to  thofe 
who  had  left  it  to  him. 


An  Eulogium  on  M.  de  ‘ Turenne ,  by  the  P  ref  deni 
Delamoignon ,  in  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the 
Parliament  in  the  year  1675. 

TH  E  great  man,  whofe  lofs  ftill  frefh,  all  France  laments,' 
how  many  Captains  did  he  form  ?  It  is  not  with  a 
defign  to  renew  fo  juft  a  grief,  nor  to  fet  forth  here  the 
exceeding  great  regard  we  have  for  his  memory,  that  we. 
recal  to  day  the  forrowful  remembrance  of  this  lofs ;  our 
private  grief  gives  place  here  to  duties  of  greater  impor¬ 
tance.  While  all  the  world  fpeaks  of  his  glory,  and  the 
publick  voice  makes  his  Eulogium ,  this  place,  where  it  is 
fo  well  known  how  to  give  merit  its  due,  fhall  it  remain 
in  filence  ? 

It  ought  not  to  be  thought  ftrange  if  we  depart  from 
the  ordinary  rules  of  this  difcourfe,  to  enlarge  upon  the 
praifes  of  a  man  who  cannot  be  too  much  extolled.  So 
many  heroick  qualities  lliine  in  his  perfon,  and  his  life  is 
fo  perfect  a  model,  that  among  the  great  number  of  vir¬ 
tuous  acftions  with  which  it  is  filled,  every  one  may-find 
fome  to  imitate. 

But  the  virtues  he  more  efpecially  poffefled  in  the  highelt 
degree  were  difintereftednefs,  probity,  zeal  for  the  ptfjblick 
good  and  for  the  glory  of  his  Country,  His  heart  Infen- 
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fible  to  gain  and  recompence,  delighted  in  nothing  but  ma-> 
king  others  happy  :  far  front  heaping  up  treafures  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  armies,  he  often  borrowed  confiderable  fums  to 
diftribute  among  the  foldiers;  whilft  forgetting  his  pri¬ 
vate  intereft,  he  gave  up  thofe  rights  which  the  cuftom  of 
War  has  made  legal. 

Neverthelefs  his  moderation  alone  was  fufficient  to  fup- 
ply  his  beneficence,  and  afford  him  the  means  of  being 
liberal  without  doing  any  thing  unjuft  or  unworthy. 
Hiftory,  which  fuffers  nothing  of  illuftrious  perfons  to  be 
loft,  will  fay  the  fame  thing  of  him  that  Plutarch  reports 
of  Scipio.  That  conqueror  of  Carthage  and  Numantia, 
who  had  enrich’d  Rome  with  the  lpoils  of  Africk,  neither 
encreafed  nor  diminifhed  his  patrimony,  and  left  only  in 
his  houfe  at  his  death  three  and  thirty  marks  of  filver,  and 
two  of  gold.  The  great  man  of  whom  we  are  fpeaking 
left  precifely  the  fame  fum  in  ready  money. 

Can  there  be  a  clearer  evidence  o'f  his  difintereftednefs? 
A  quality  rare  in  our  days,  and  which  is  not,  as  in  Sci- 
pio’s  time,  the  virtue  of  the  age.  Ours  will  not  fail  to 
admire  it,  and  be  liberal  in  its  praifes,  but  it  will  produce 
but  few  imitators  •  and  it  is  fo  much  the  more  inimitable, 
that  in  him  it  proceeded  from  a  noblenefs  of  heart,  not 
from  a  principle  of  pride  and  a  falfe  magnanimity. 

Every  thing  in  his  manners  and  fentiments  was  lincere : 
an  averfion  to  flattery,  a  contempt  even  for  juft  praifes, 
a  thing  more  difficult  to  great  men  than  the  contempt  „of 
riches,  were  likewife  diftinguifhing  parts  of  his  character. 
He  deferved  all  honours,  but  never  fought  any  ;  was  always 
humble  after  the  molt  glorious  fuccefs,andas  it  were  uneafy 
at  the  refounding  of  his  name,  that  famous  name,  the 
terror  of  the  Empire  and  Spain,  the  delight  of  the  fol¬ 
diers,  and  the  admiration  of  all  Europe. 

At  his  return  from  his  laft  campaigns,  which  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  his  glory,  and  in  which  he  drove  the  con¬ 
federate  Princes  from  the  Mofelle  to  the  extremity  of  the 
North,  2nd  made  formidable  nations  repafs  the  Rhine,  who 
in  imagination  had  fhared  among  them  the  beft  Provinces 
of  France,  hehimfelfleffen’d  the  greatnefs  of  his  exploits  j 
beiVig  in  ail  things  an  enemy  to  outward  pomp,  and  in  ap¬ 
pearance  'like  one  of  the  loweft  rank,  he  never  diftinguifh- 
edAtimfelf  from  other  courtiers  but  by  _an  extraordinary 
znodefty. 
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This  virtue,  fo  natural  to  him,  did  not  leave  him  even 
at  the  head  of  an  Army  ;  he  was  never  haughty  but  with 
the  enemy  :  in  the  midft  of  danger  he  (hewed  an  intrepi¬ 
dity  without  oftentation  •  and  when  the  occafion  required, 
never  Geneval  more  expofed  his  perfon,  never  Captain 
(hewed  himfelf  more  a  (bldier. 

In  the  greateft  heat  of  an  aCtion,  he  judged  of  the 
event  of  the  battle  in  an  inftant,  by  the  different  move¬ 
ments  of  the  combatants;  and  as  he  faw  all  with  great 
calmnefs  and  with  a  glance  of  his  eye,  he  took  advantage 
of  every  motion,  and  of  the  fmalleft  faults  that  were 
committed. 

Never!  helefs  his  refolutions  did  not  proceed  from  a  rafh 
impetuofity,  or  a  too  cautious  wifdom :  he  neither  faid  nor 
did  any  thing  that  was  ufelefs,  but  forgot  nothing  that  was 
neceflary,  and  his  profound  judgment  appeared  yet  more 
in  his  actions  than  in  his  converfation :  his  orders  were 
clear,  always  executed  with  courage,  and  more  through 
love  than  fear,  becaufe  he  was  exadt  without  being  rigo¬ 
rous.  He  knew  that  the  love  of  an  Army  to  their  Gene¬ 
ral  maintains  obedience,  and  that  difeipline  keeps  up  their 
confidence  and  courage. 

The  foldiers  likewife  were  fo  well  affined  of  conquer¬ 
ing  under  him,  that  they  confidered  neither  the  number 
of  their  enemies,  nor  the  ftrength  of  places,  nor  the  dan¬ 
gers  to  which  they  were  expofed,  being  perfuaded  that 
their  General  would  provide  for  all  like  a  father  of  a  fa¬ 
mily;  that  he  would  give  himfelf  no  repofe  till  he  had  fe- 
cured  theirs,  and  that  if  he  referved  to  himfelf  any  ad¬ 
vantage  above  them,  it  was  to  take  the  principal  lhare 
in  trouble  and  danger. 

By  fuch  charms  as  thefe,  he  knew  how  to  make  him¬ 
felf  at  once  beloved  and  obeyed;  by  this  prudent  oeco- 
nomy,  with  a  handful  of  men,  he  has  checked  and  over¬ 
thrown  many  united  powers,  fubfifted  a  long  time  in  a 
ruined  Country,  maintained  his  forces  and  (Irengthned 
them:  he  hazarded  nothing  blindly  in  good  fortune,  nor 
defpaired  of  any  thing  in  bad,  and  found  out  remedies 
in  conjunctures  where  his  defeat  was  thought  unavoid¬ 
able. 

Againft  crafty  enemies  he  managed  with  fo  much  pru¬ 
dence,  that  he  could  never  be  furprifed  ;  if  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  prevent  them,  he  marched  with  a  prodigious  rapi- 
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dity  •  when  he  had  a  mind  to  flip  away  from  them,  he 
efcaped  their  vigilance,  and,  fo  to  fpeak,  left  them  in  the 
fnares  he  had  laid  for  them ;  he  made  all  poffible  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  fituationof  places,  and  left  nothing  for  chance 
to  do  but  what  wifdom  could  not  effeCt. 

And  indeed  in  order  to  know  the  number  of  his  victo¬ 
ries,  we  need  only  reckon  up  all  the  campaigns  he  made : 
the  moft  fortunate,  and  the  belt  known  aCtions  are  not 
always  the  moft  to  be  admired,  for  he  was  no  lefs  victo¬ 
rious  when  his  enemies  durft  not  appear  before  him,  than 
when  he  defeated  them  in  pitched  battles,  but  with  this 
difference,  that  the  firft  manner  of  conquering  is  lefs  dange¬ 
rous  and  more  ufeful  to  the  State. 

However  great  his  defire  of  glory  was,  he  regulated  all 
its  motions  by  a  ftricf  regard  to  his  duty,  and  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  a  folid  piety.  Inftead  of  wifhing  for  a  war  that  he 
might  make  a  greater  figure,  he  delired  nothing  fo  much 
as  publick  tranquillity  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people  : 
having  a  mind  far  above  the  common  way  of  thinking,  he  was 
lefs  fbllicitous  to  make  his  name  famous,  than  to  do  real 
fervice  to  a  Prince  who  is  worthy  to  be  ferved  by  fuoh 
heroes,  and  who  as  much  furpaffes  all  the  Kings  of  the 
nniverfe,  as  the  great  man  of  whom  we  are  fpeaking  ex¬ 
celled  their  captains. 

It  is  furprifing  that  his  health  fhould  always  anfwer  the 
greatnefs  of  his  courage  •  for  what  youth  could  appear  more 
vigorous  than  his  laft  years  ?  and  what  man  in  the  flower  of 
his  age  lefs  fpared  his  perfon,  or  more  chearfully  bore  the 
fatigues  of  a  long  campaign?  One  would  have  thought 
him  infenfible  of  all  the  toils  of  war  and  the  inclemencies  of 
the  weather,  if  the  continual  care  he  had  to  fpare  others 
had  not  fhewn  that  he  felt  them  himfelf. 

Did  he  not  give  wonderful  proofs  of  this  conftancy  to. 
that  famous  Leader  *  of  the  Imperial  Army,  who  ufed 
againft  him  all  the  fubtlety  and  ftratagems  of  art  ?  After 
having  pufhed  him  by  little  and  little  from  one  defile  to 
another,  being  at  length  fatisfied  with  having  as  it  were 
fbut  him  up  in  his  poft,  and  with  the  furprizing  march 
he  had  made,  and  being  upon  the  point  of  gaining  a  victory 
for  which  he  had  fo  remot  ely  paved  the  way,  he,  who  never 
flatter’d  himfelf  in  any  thing,  was  going,  as  he  faid,  to  drive 

f  MontecuculJi, 

the 


\ 


Political  Instructions,  &c. 

the  Emperor’s  troops  far  from  our  frontiers,  and  perhaps 
to  force  the  enemy  to  ask  a  peace  on  conditions  glorious  for 
France,  when  a  fatal  blow  at  once  cut  off  all  his  defigns, 
and  the  courfe  of  fo  excellent  a  life. 

Human  fchemes,  deceitful  hopes,  is  it  thus  that  you 
vanifh,  and  that  the  moft  illuftrious  men  as  well  as  the 
meaneft  are  fubject  to  the  ftroke  of  death  ?  But  this 
great  man  by  ceafing  to  live  did  not  ceafe  to  conquer  : 
his  fpirit  and  his  orders,  ft  ill  prefent  to  the  whole  Army, 
occaiioned  the  gaining  of  the  battle  which  preceded  his 
funeral ;  and  all  the  foldiers,  animated  by  a  juft  grief  for 
his  lofs,  did  things  incredible  to  revenge  it. 

If  what  you  have  heard  give  you  a  veneration  for  this 
great  man,  and  fome  love  for  extraordinary  virtues,  re¬ 
member  that  the  fame  ages  which  have  produced  great 
Captains,  have  generally  produced  great  Orators ;  and  at 
a  time  when  we  find  Scipios  and  Alexanders,  let  it  be 
feen  that  we  do  not  want  our  Demofthenes’s  and  our 
Cicero’s. 

A  Funeral  Oration  on  the  Vifcount  de  Furenne  by  the 
Abbot  Flechier ,  Bijloop  of  Nifties. 

Fleverunt  eum  omnis  populus  Ifrael  planctu  magno,  & 
lugebant  dies  multos,  Sc  dixerunt :  quomodo  cecidit 
potens,  qui  falvum  faciebat  populum  Ifrael  ? 

i  Maccab.  c.  ix.  20,  21. 

All  Ifrael  made  great  lamentation  for  him ,  and  mourned 
many  days ,  faying:  How  is  the  valiant  man  fallen  that 
delivered  the  people  of  Ifrael ? 

i  Cannot,  Gentlemen,  give  you  a  higher  idea  of  the  me¬ 
lancholy  fubject  with  which  I  am  going  to  entertain 
you ,  than  by  repeating  the  noble  and  expreflive  words 
which  the  Holy  Scripture  makes  ufe  of  to  praife  the  life 
and  deplore  the  death  of  the  wife  and  valiant  Macchabeus. 
This  man,  who  carried  the  glory  of  his  nation  to  the 
extremities  of  the  earth,  who  covered  his  camp  with  a 
fhield,  and  forced  that  of  his  enemies  with  the  fword  j 
who  grieved  many  Kings  that  were  combined  againft  him, 
who  made  Jacob  glad  by  his  a£ts  and  virtues,  and  whofe 
memorial  is  bleffed  for  ever.  This  man,  who  defended 
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the  cities  of  Juda,  who  humbled  the  pride  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ammon  and  Efau,  who  returned  loaded  with  the 
fpoils  of  Samaria,  after  having  burnt  the  Gods  of  the 
heathen  nations  on  their  own  altars :  This  man,  whom 
God  had  fet  round  Ifrael  as  a  wall  of  brafs,  againft  which 
all  the  forces  of  Afia  had  fo  often  been  broken ;  and  who 
after  having  defeated  numerous  Armies,  and  baffled  the 
haughtieft  and  ableft  Generals  of  the  Kings  of  Syria,  came 
every  year,  like  the  meaneft  Ifraelite,  to  repair  with  his 
triumphant  hands  the  ruins  of  the  fandtuary,  and  would 
have  no  other  recompence  for  the  fervice  he  had  done 
his  Country,  than  the  honour  of  having  ferved  it. 

This  valiant  man,  this  man  of  an  invincible  courage, 
pufhing  his  enemies  whom  he  had  put  to  a  fhameful 
flight,  received  a  fatal  blow,  and  was  in  a  manner  buried 
in  his  triumph.  '  At  the  firft  report  of  this  fad  accident, 
all  the  cities  of  Judah  were  moved  •  floods  of  tears  ran 
down  from  the  eyes  of  their  inhabitants  j  they  were  for 
fome  time  ftunn’d,  mute,  and  immoveable.  An  effort 
of  grief  at  length  breaking  their  long  and  mournful  fllence, 
with  *  a  voice  interrupted  with  flghs,  which  forrow,  pity, 
and  fear  formed  in  their  breaks,  they  cried  out,  How  is 
this  valiant  man  fallen  who  delivered  the  people  of  Ifrael ? 
At  thefe  cries  Jerufaiem  redoubled  her  tears,  the  arches 
of  the  temple  fliook,  Jordan  was  troubled,  and  all  its 
banks  re-echo’d  the  found  of  thefe  doleful  words,  How 
is  this  valiant  man  fallen  who  delivered  the  people  of  If¬ 
rael  ? 

Chriftians,  you  whom  a  fad  ceremony  brings  together 
into  this  place,  do  you  not  recal  to  remembrance  what 
you  law,  what  you  felt  five  months  ago  ?  Do  '  you  not 
perceive  your  own  affliction  in  that  which  I  have  de- 
icribed  ?  and  do  not  you  in  your  minds  fubftitute  him 
whom  I  have  been  fpeaking  to  you  of  in  the  place  of  the 
Hero  the  Scripture  mentions?  The  virtue  and  the  mis¬ 
fortune  of  both  are  alike,  and  there  is  nothing  now  want¬ 
ing  to  the  firft  but  an  Eulogium  worthy  of  him.  O  that 
the  Divine  Spirit,  the  fpirit  of  energy  and  truth,  had  en¬ 
riched  my  difcourfe  with  thofe  lively  and  natural  images 
which  at  once  reprefent  vertue  and  perfuad'e  to  it,  with 
how  many  noble  ideas  fhould  I  fill  your  mind,  and  what 
ftrong  imprefflons  would  the  recital  of  fo  many  edifying 
and  glorious  actions  make  upon  your  hearts? 

.  /  •  •  « .  What 
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What  fubjedt  was  ever  better  adapted  to  receive  all  the 
ornaments  of  a  grave  and  folid  eloquence,  than  the  life 
and  death  of  the  moft  high  and  raoft  mighty  Prince  Henry 
de  la  Tour  D’ Auvergne,  Vifcount  de  Turenne,  Marfhal 
General  of  the  Kings  Camps  and  Armies,  and  Colonel 
General  of  the  Light  HorSe  ?  Where  do  the  glorious  effects 
of  military  virtue  fhine  with  more  luftre,  the  condudt 
of  armies,  the  befieging  and  taking  of  towns,  the  paffing 
of  rivers,  bold  attacks,  honourable  retreats,  well  order’d 
encampments,  battles  refolutely  fought,  victories  gained, 
enemies  vanquished  by  force,  fcattered  by  addrefs,  and 
wearied  out  and  confumed  by  a  wife  and  noble  patience  ? 
Where  can  fo  many  and  fo  great  examples  be  found  but 
in  the  adtions  of  a  man  who  was  wife,  modeft,  liberal, 
disinterested ,  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  his  King  and  his 
Country,  great  in  adverfity  by  his  courage,  in  profperity 
by  his  modefty,  in  difficulties  by  his  prudence,  in  dangers 
by  his  valour,  and  in  religion  by  his  piety  ? 

What  fubjedi^can  infpire  more  juft  and  more  affecting 
fentiments,  than  a  fudden  and  Surprizing  death,  which  has 
fufpended  the  courSe  of  our  victories,  and  cut  off  our 
pleafing  hopes  of  peace  ?  Ye  powers  who  are  enemies  of 
France,  you  ftill  live,  and  the  fpirit  of  Chrift'an  charity 
forbids  me  to  form  a  with  for  your  death.  May  you  only 
be  made  to  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  our  arms,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  peace  which  notwithstanding  your  loffies  you 
have  fo  often  refufed,  and  to  extinguish  with  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  your  tears  the  fire  of  a  war  which  you  have  un¬ 
happily  kindled.  God  forbid  that  I  carry  my  wifhes  far¬ 
ther!  Thejudgments  of  God  are  unfearchable.  But  you 
live,  while  I  in  this  pulpit  lament  the  death  of  a  wife  and 
virtuous  General,  whofe  intentions  were  pure,  and  whofe 
virtue  feem’d  to  deferve  a  longer  life. 

Let  us  reftrain  our  complaints,  Gentlemen;  it  is  time 
to  begin  hisEulogium,  and  to  let  you  fee  how  this  mighty 
man  triumph’d  over  the  enemies  of  the  State  by  his  va¬ 
lour,  over  the  paffions  of  his  foul  by  his  wifdom,  and  the 
errors  and  vanities  of  the  age  by  his  piety.  If  I  interrupt 
this  order  of  my  difcourfe,  forgive  a  little  confulion  in 
fpeaking  on  a  Subject  which  has  occafioned  fo  much.  I  Shall 
perhaps  Sometimes  confound  the  General  with  the  wife, 
man  and  the  Chriftian.  I  Shall  praife  Sometimes  the  vic¬ 
tories,  Sometimes  the  virtues  which  have  obtained  them. 

•  '  If 
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If  I  cannot  relate  fo  many  exploits,  I  Hull  difcover  them 
in  their  principles  :  I  /hall  adore  the  God  of  armies,  in¬ 
voke  the  God  of  peace,  blefs  the  God  of  mercies,  and 
fhall  engage  your  attention,  not  by  the  force  of  eloquence, 
but  by  truth  and  the  greatne/s  of  the  vertues  which  I 
have  undertaken  to  fpeak  of. 

Expedt  not,  Gentlemen,  that  I  will  follow  the  cuftom 
of  Orators,  and  praife  M.  de  T urenne  as  ordinary  men  are 
praifed.  If  his  life  were  lefs  illuftrious,  I  would  enlarge 
upon  the  greatnefs  and  noblenefs  of  his  family ;  and  if  his 
own  portraiture  were  lefs  amiable,  I  would  here  produce 
thofe  of  his  anceftors:  but  the  luftre  of  his  actions  effaces 
that  of  his  birth,  and  the  fainteft  part  of  his  glory  is 
that  of  being  defcended  from  the  ancient  and  illuftrious 
houfe  of  la  Tour  d’ Auvergne,  which  has  mixed  its  blood 
with  that  of  Kings  and  Emperors,  and  has  given  ma¬ 
ilers  to  Aquitain,  Princelfes  to  all  the  Courts  of  Europe, 
and  even  Queens  to  France. 

But  what  am  I  faying?  I  mull  not  here  fpeak  of  this  as 
an  advantage,  I  rnuft  rather  lament  it  as  a  misfortune  :  how 
glorious  foever  was  thefource  from  whence  he  fprung,  the 
herefy  of  the  late  times  had  tainted  it :  he  received  with 
this  noble  blood  the  principles  of  error  and  falfhood,  and 
one  of  the  examples  fet  him  by  his  family  was  to  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  truth  and  to  refift  it.  Let  us  not  then  make  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  pariegyrick  what  was  to  him  an  occasion  of  penance  • 
but  let  us  behold  the  ways  to  honour  and  glory  which  the 
providence  of  God  opened  to  him  in  the  world,  before 
his  mercy  drew  him  from  the  paths  of  perdition  and  the 
errors  of  his  forefathers. 

He  began  to  carry  arms  before  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age ;  fieges  and  battles  ferved  for  exercifes  to  his  early  youth, 
and  his  firft  diverfions  were  victories.  Under  the  Prince 
of  Orange  his  Uncle  by  the  Mother,  he  learn’d  the  art 
of  war  in  quality  of  a  private  foldier,  and  never  through 
pride  or  lazine/s  fhun’d  any  employment  becaufe  it  was 
attended  with  toil,  and  required  obedience.  In  this  loweft 
order  of  the  militia  he  declined  no  fatigue,  feared  no  dan¬ 
ger,  did  out  of  honour  what  others  did  out  of  neceflity, 
and  never  diftinguifhed  himfelf  from  them  but  by  a  greater 
fhare  of  labour,  and  a  nobler  application  to  whatever  was 
his  duty. 
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Thus  began  a  life,  the  courfe  of  which  was  to  be  fo 
glorious  j  like  thofe  rivers  which  encreafe  in  proportion 
as  they  are  diftant  from  their  fprings,  and  which  at  length 
carry  convenience  and  plenty  wherever  they  flow.  From 
that  time,  he  lived  for  the  glory  and  the  fafety  of  the 
State ;  he  did  all  the  fervices  that  could  be  expedited  from 
a  firm  and  active  foul  when  it  is  joined  to  a  ftrong  robuflr 
body :  he  had  in  his  youth  all  the  prudence  of  an  advanced 
age,  and  in  an  advanced  age  all  the  vigour  of  youth.  His 
days  were  full  according  to  the  terms  of  Scripture  ; 
and  as  he  did  not  lofe  his  younger  years  in  effeminacy  and 
pleafures,  fo  he  was  not  forced  to  fpend  his  latter  years  in 
lloth  and  weaknefs. 

What  people  that  was  an  enemy  to  France  has  not  felt 
the  effects  of  his  valour  ?  and  what  place  on  our  frontiers 
has  not  been  the  theatre  of  his  glory  ?  He  palled  the  Alps, 
and  in  the  famous  addons  of  Cafel,  Turin,  la  Route  de 
Quiers,  fignalized  himfelf  by  his  courage  and  prudence  • 
and  Italy  looked  upon  him  as  one  of  the  principal  inftru- 
ments  of  that  great  and  prodigious  fuccefs,  which  will 
one  day  fcarce  be  believed  in  hiftory.  He  pafs’d  from 
the  Alps  to  the  Pyrenees  to  affift  at  the  conquell  of  two 
important  *  towns,  which  fecures  one  of  our  bell  Pro¬ 
vinces  from  all  the  efforts  of  Spain.  He  went  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  Rhine  to  gather  up  the  remains  of  a  con¬ 
quer’d  Army ;  he  took  towns,  and  contributed  to  the  gain 
of  battles.  He  thus  raifed  himfelf  by  degrees,  and  by 
his  merit  alone  to  the  fupreme  command ;  and  throughout 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  life  fhewed  what  can  be  done  for 
the  defence  of  a  Kingdom  by  a  General  of  an  Army  who 
makes  himfelf  worthy  to  command  by  obeying,  and  who 
joins  application  and  experience  to  valour  and  genius. 

It  was  then  that  his  mind  adted  in  all  its  extent ;  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  neceflary  to  prepare,  or  to  decide,  to  go  in 
purfuit  of  victory,  or  to  wait  for  it  with  patience ;  to 
prevent  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  by  boldnefs,  or  diffl- 
pate  the  fears  and  jealoufles  of  the  allies  by  prudence ; 
to  be  moderate  when  fuccefsful,  or  undaunted  when 
unfortunate  in  war,  his  foul  was  always  even.  He  only 
changed  virtues  when  fortune  changed  her  countenance, 
being  fuccefsful  without  pride,  unfuccefsful  with  dignity. 
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and  almoft  as  much  to  be  admired  when  with  judgment 
and  courage  he  faved  the  remains  of  the  conquered  troops 
at  Mariendal,  as  when  he  beat  the  Impel  ialifts  and  Bava¬ 
rians,  and  with  a  victorious  Army  forced  all  Germany  to 
beg  a  peace  of  France. 

It  was  faid  that  a  happy  treaty  was  going  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war's  in  Europe,  when  God,  whofe  judgments,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Prophet,  are  a  great  deep,  had  a  mind  to 
affiidt  and  punifh  France  by  her  felf,  and  to  abandon 
her  to  all  the  diforders  that  civil  and  domeffick  diflenfi- 
ons  produce  in  a  State.  Recal  to  your  remembrance, 
Gentlemen,  thofe  times  of  trouble  and  confufion,  when 
the  dark  fpirit  of  difcord  confounded  right  with  paffion, 
duty  with  intereft,  the  good  caufe  with  the  bad,  when  al- 
moft  all  the  brightefi:  ftars  fuffered  fome  eclipfe,  and  the 
moft  faithful  fubjedfs  were  drawn  away  in  fpite  of  them- 
felves  by  the  torrents  of  parties,  as  thofe  pilots  who  be¬ 
ing  furprized  by  a  ftorm  in  the  open  iea,  are  forced  to 
quit  the  trad  they  intended  to  keep,  and  to  give  up  them- 
felves  to  be  guided  by  the  winds  and  the  ftorm.  Such 
is  the  juftice  of  God,  and  fuch  is  the  natural  infirmity  of 
men ;  but  the  wife  ealily  return  to  themfelves,  and  there 
is  in  politicks  as  in  religion,  a  kind  of  repentance  more 
glorious  than  innocence  itfelf,  which  more  than  compen- 
fates  for  a  little  frailty  by  extraordinary  virtues,  and  a  con¬ 
tinual  fervour. 

But  where  have  I  ftopt,  Gentlemen;  your  imaginations 
without  doubt  already  reprefent  to  you  M.  deTurenne 
at  the  head  of  the  King’s  Army.  You  fee  him  fighting 
and  fcattering  the  Rebels,  reclaiming  thofe  whom  a  lie 
had  feduced,  confirming  thofe  whom  fear  had  fhaken,  and 
crying,  like  another  Mofes  at  all  the  gates  of  Ifrael,  Who 
is  on  the  Lord's  fide  ?  let  him  come  unto  me  *.  How  great 
were  then  his  firmnefs  and  his  wifdom  ?  one  while,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Loire,  followed  by  a  fmall  number  of  Offi¬ 
cers  and  domefticks,  he  ran  to  the  defence  of  a  bridge  f, 
and  maintain’d  ic  againlt  an  Army ;  and  whether  it  was 
the  boldnels  of  the  enterprife,  the  prefence  alone  of  this 
great  man,  or  the  vilible  protection  of  heaven  that 
flruck  che  enemy  modonlefs,  he  flopped  thofe  by  his 
refolution  whom  he  could  not  flop  by  force,  and  by  that 
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prudent  and  fuccefsful  rafhnefi  raifed  ’up  ’again  a  State 
that  was  inclining  to  ruin.  *  Another  while,  making  uie 
of  all  the  advantages  of  time  and  place,  he  with  a  few 
troops  ftopt  a  victorious  Army,  and  deferved  even  the 
praifes  of  an  enemy  who  in  the  times  of  idolatry  would 
have  palled  for  the  God  of  battles.  +  At  another  time, 
towards  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  he  by  a  treaty  obliged  a 
foreign  Prince,  into  whofe  moft  fecret  defigns  he  had 
penetrated,  to  leave  France,  and  give  up  the  hopes  he 
had  conceived  of  making  advantage  of  our  troubles. 

I  might  here  reckon  up  the  towns  taken,  and  the  battles 
gain’d  over  the  rebels  ;  but  let  us  rather  deprive  our  Hero 
of  a  part  of  his  glory,  than  longer  behold  the  difmal 
image  of  our  pail  miferies.  Let  us  fpeak  of  his  other 
exploits,  which  have  been  as  advantageous  to  France  as 
to  himfelf,  and  at  which  our  enemies  have  had  no  caufe 
to  rejoice. 

I  fhall  content  my  felf  with  telling  you,  that  he  ap¬ 
pealed  the  ftorm  in  which  the  Kingdom  was  tofs’d.  If 
licentioufnefs  was  reftrained,  publick  and  private  feuds 
fupprefs’d,  if  the  laws  recover’d  their  ancient  force,  if 
order  and  tranquillity  were  re-eilabliihed  in  the  towns  and 
Provinces,  and  if  the  members  were  happily  reunited 
to  their  head,  it  is  to  him,  O  France,  that  you  owe 
all  this.  But  hold,  I  miftake,  it  was  to  God,  who  brings 
forth  from  the  treafures  of  his  Providence  thofe  great 
fouls  whom  he  has  chofen  as  the  vilible  inftruments  of 
his  power,  to  produce  publick  tranquillity  and  a  calm  from 
the  bofom  of  ftorms,  to  raife  up  Kingdoms  from  their 
ruins,  and,  when  his  juftice  is  fatisfied,  to  reconcile  fub- 
jedls  to  their  Sovereigns. 

His  courage,  which  adled  with  regret  in  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  his  Country,  feem’d  to  grow  warm  in  the  foreign 
wars,  and  his  valour  was  redoubled.  I  would  not  be  un- 
derftood,  Gentlemen,  of  vain,  indifcreet,  headilrong  bold- 
nefs  which  runs  into  danger  for  danger’s  fake,  which  ex- 
pofes  it  felf  to  no  purpofe,  and  has  no  other  end  but  re¬ 
putation  and  the  vain  applaufe  of  men.  I  mean  a  pru¬ 
dent  well-regulated  courage,  which  grows  more  animated 
at  the  fight  of  an  enemy,  which  even  in  danger  provides  for 
every  thing,  and  takes  all  advantages,  but  itill  governs 
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it  felf  by  its  ftrength,  and  undertakes  what  is  difficult, 
but  never  what  is  impoffible,  nor  leaves  any  thing  to 
chance  that  virtue  can  bring  to  pafs :  a  courage,  in  ffiort, 
capable  to  dare  every  thing,  when  counfel  is  ufelefs  •  and 
in  order  to  fulfil  its  duty,  equally  prepared  to  die  in  a  vi¬ 
ctory  or  furvive  a  misfortune. 

I  confefs.  Gentlemen,  that  I  here  fink  under  the 
Weight  of  my  fulrject.  The  great  number  of  the  actions 
I  ought  to  fpeak  of  embarraffes  me:  I  cannot  defcribe 
them  all,  and  I  would  not  omit  any.  Why  have  I  not 
the  fecret  to  engrave  in  your  minds  an  invifible  and  com¬ 
pendious  map  of  Flanders  and  Germany  ?  I  would  with 
out  confufion  mark  in  your  thoughts  all  that  this  great 
Captain  did,  and  would  tell  you  in  abridgment  according 
to  the  places :  *  here  he  forced  the  trenches,  and  fuc- 
cour’d  a  town  that  was  befieged-  there  he  furprifed  the 
enemy,  or  beat  them  in  open  field,  f  Thofe  towns  where 
you  fee  the  French  ftandards  eredted,  have  been  either 
defended  by  his  vigilance,  or  conquer'd  by  his  refolution 
and  courage.  J  That  place,  covered  by  a  wood  and  a 
river,  is  the  poll:  where  he  encouraged  his  frightened  troops 
after  an  honourable  retreat.  ||  Here  he  marched  out  of 
his  lines  in  order  to  fight,  and  at  one  blow  took  a  town 
and  gained  a  battle.  §  There  diftributing  what  he  had 
left  of  his  own  money,  he  finiffied  a  liege,  *"*  and  went 
and  forced  the  enemy  to  raife  another. 

I  would  then  reckon  up  a  great  many  fucceffies,  and 
put  you  in  mind  of  the  bad  nights  the  King  of  Spain 
confeffed  he  had  pafled,  and  of  that  peace  which  he 
fought  by  fo  many  treaties  and  alliances,  without  which, 
Flanders,  that  bloody  theatre,  whereon  fo  many  tragical 
fcenes  have  been  reprefented,  that  fad  and  fatal  Country, 
too  narrow  to  contain  the  armies  that  devour  it,  would 
have  encreafed  the  number  of  our  Provinces ;  and  inftead 
of  being  the  unhappy  caufe  of  our  wars,  would  have  been 
tire  peaceable  fruit  of  our  victories. 

I  could  ffiew  you,  Gentlemen,  as  many  trophies  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine  as  on  thofe  of  the  Scheld  and  the 
*§  Sambre :  I  could  defcribe  to  you  battles  gained,  rivers  and 

*  The  relief  of  Arras.  f  Conde,  Landrecies,  Ypres,  Oudenarde,  & c. 
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defiles  pafs’d  in  the  fight  of  the  enemy,  plains  dy’d  with 
their  blood,  and  almoft  inacceffible  mountains  crofTed  in 
order  to  drive  them  far  from  our  frontiers.  But  the  elo¬ 
quence  of  the  pulpit  is  not  proper  for  the  recital  of  com¬ 
bats  and  battles :  the  tongue  of  a  Prieft  let  apart  for  the 
praifes  of  Jefus  Chrift  the  Saviour  of  men,  ought  not  to 
be  employ’d  in  fpeaking  of  an  art  that  tends  to  their  de- 
ftrudtion,  and  I  did  not  come  to  reprefent  to  you  fcenes 
of  murder  and  {laughter  before  thefe  altars,  where  the  blood 
of  bulls  is  no  longer  offered  in  facrifice  to  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  but  an  unbloody  victim  to  the  God  of  mercy  and 
peace. 

Is  there  not  then  a  Chriftian  bravery  and  generality  ? 
The  Scriptures  which  command  to  fandtify  wars,  do  they 
not  teach  you  that  piety  is  not  incompatible  with  arms  ? 
Shall  I  condemn  a  profeffion  which  religion  does  not  con¬ 
demn,  when  its  violence  is  moderated  ?  No,  Gentlemen, 
I  know  that  Princes  bear  not  the  fword  in  vain,  that  force 
may  a£t  w'hen  it  is  joined  with  equity,  that  the  Lord  ot 
Hofts  presides  over  that  awful  juftice  which  Sovereigns 
do  themfelves,  that  the  right  of  arms  is  neceffary  for  the 
prefervation  of  fociety,  and  that  wars  are  allowed  for 
eftablifhing  peace,  protecting  innocence,  curbing  un¬ 
bridled  malice,  and  reftraining  the  defires  of  men  within 
the  bounds  of  Juftice. 

I  know  alfo  that  wars  among  Chriltians  ought  to  be 
regulated  by  moderation  and  charity,  that  the  Generals 
v/ho  manage  them  are  the  minifters  of  the  Providence  of 
God,  who  is  always  wife,  and  of  the  power  of  Kings, 
who  ought  never  to  be  unjuft;  and  that  they  ought  to 
have  their  hearts  tender  and  charitable,  even  when  their 
hands  are  bloody,  and  inwardly  to  adore  the  Creator  when 
they  find  themfelves  reduced  to  the  unhappy  neceflity  of 
defraying  his  creatures. 

I  here,  Gentlemen,  call  to  witnels  the  publick  faith, 
and  in  fpeaking  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  mildnefs  and  mode¬ 
ration,  1  can  have  for  evidences  of  what  I  fay  all  thofe 
who  have  followed  him  in  the  Army.  Did  he  ever  take 
plealure  in  exerting  his  power  to  hurt  even  thofe 
v/ho  were  looked  upon  as  enemies  ?  Where  did  he  ever 
leave  terrible  marks  of  his  anger  or  private  refentment  ? 
W  iiich  of  his  victories  did  he  prize  for  the  numbers  of 
the  mifewble  he  had  ruined,  or  of  the  dead  he  had  left 
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upon  the  field  of  battle  ?  Whofe  life  did  he  expofe  fof  his 
own  filtered:  or  reputation  ?  What  foldier  has  he  not  ten¬ 
derly  treated  as  the  King’s  fubjedt  and  a  part  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  ?  What  drop  of  blood  has  he  fired  which  has 
not  been  of  fervice  to  the  common  caufe  ? 

In  the  famous  battle  of  the  Downs  he  pulled  their  weapons 
from  the  foreign  foldiers,  whom  a  natural  fiercenefs  exaf- 
perated  againft  the  vanquifh’d.  He  lamented  the  una¬ 
voidable  evils  which  war  brings  along  with  it,  and  which 
the  times  oblige  to  diffemble,  to  permit  and  to  do.  He 
knew  that  there  was  a  higher  and  more  facred  law  than 
that  which  fortune  and  pride  impofes  upon  the  weak  and 
the  unhappy  ■  and  that  thofe  who  live  under  the  law  of 
Jefus  Chrift  ought  to  be  as  fparing  as  poffible  of  blood, 
which  he  has  confecrated  by  his  own,  and  of  lives  which 
he  has  redeemed  by  his  death. 

He  laboured  to  bring  the  enemy  to  fubmit,  not  to  de- 
flroy  them  :  he  would  have  been  glad  that  it  had  been  in 
Ids  power  to  attack  them  without  hurting  them,  to  defend 
himfelf  without  offending  them,  and  to  bring  to  equity 
and  reafon  thofe  whom  he  was  obliged  by  his  duty  to  ufe 
with  feverity.  In  fhort,  he  had  made  a  kind  of  fyffem 
of  military  morality  that  was  peculiar  to  himfelf.  He  had 
no  other  paffions  but  an  affedtion  for  the  King’s  glory, 
a  defire  of  peace,  and  a  zeal  for  the  publick  good,  and 
no  other  enemies  but  pride,  injuftice,  and  ufurpation:  he 
had  accuftomed  himfelf  to  fight  without  anger,  to  con¬ 
quer  without  ambition,  to  triumph  without  vanity,  and 
to  follow  no  other  rule  in  his  actions  but  that  of  virtue 
and  wifdom.  This  is  what  I  am  to  fliew  you  in  the  fe- 
cond  part. 

Valour  is  only  a  blind  impetuous  force  which  confounds 
and  precipitates  it  felf  if  it  be  not  enlightned  and  guided 
by  probity  and  prudence ;  and  the  character  of  a  Gene¬ 
ral  is  not  complete,  if  it  does  not  include  wifdom  and 
goodnefs.  What  difcipline  can  that  man  eftablifh  in  a 
camp  who  knows  not  how  to  regulate  his  own  temper 
and  condudt?  And  how  can  he  calm  or  fitir  up  according 
to  his  defigns  the  different  paffions  of  an  Army,  who  is 
not  matter  of  his  own  ?  Thus  the  Spirit  of  God  teaches 
us  in  the  Scriptures  that  a  wife  man  is  better  than  the 
mighty,  that  wifdom  is  preferable  to  the  arms  of  men  of 
war,  and  that  he  who  is  patient  and  fuleth  his  ipirit  is 
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more  to  be  efteem’d  than  he  who  takes  towns  and  gains 
battles. 

Here,  no  doubt,  Gentlemen,  you  form  in  your  minds 
nobler  ideas  than  I  can  give  you.  In  fpeaking  of  M.  de 
Turenne,  I  acknowledge  I  cannot  raife  you  above  your- 
felves  j  and  the  only  advantage  which  I  have  is,  that  I 
fhall  fay  nothing  which  you  will  not  believe,  and  that 
without  being  a  flatterer  I  may  fay  great  things.  Did 
ever  man  fhew  more  prudence  and  forefight,  manage  a 
war  with  more  method  and  judgment,  ufe  more  pre¬ 
caution  or  find  more  expedients?  Who  was  ever  more 
aCtive  or  more  upon  his  guard,  better  dilpofed  things  to 
their  end,  or  let  his  deligns  ripen  with  fo  much  pati¬ 
ence?  He  took  meafures  that  were  almoft  infallible,  and 
penetrating  not  only  into  what  the  enemy  had  done,  but 
alfo  into  what  they  intended  to  do,  he  might  be  unfor¬ 
tunate,  but  could  never  be  furprifed.  He  diftinguifhed 
the  proper  times  to  attack  and '  to  defend  :  he  never  ha¬ 
zarded  any  thing  but  when  he  had  a  great  deal  to  gain, 
and  almoft  nothing  to  lofe  :  even  when  he  feemed  to  yield, 
he  made  himfelf  feared.  Such,  in  fihort,  were  his  abi¬ 
lities,  that  when  he  was  victorious,  it  was  owing  entirely 
to  his  prudence,  and  when  he  was  vanquifhed,  it  could 
only  be  imputed  to  fortune. 

Refledt,  Gentlemen,  upon  the  beginning  and  the  courle 
of  the  war,  which  tho’  at  firffc  but  a  fpark,  yet  now  en- 
flames  all  Europe.  All  declared  againft  France  •  foreign 
nations  were  ftirred  up,  her  allies  drawn  off,  her  friends 
intimidated,  the  vanquifhed  encouraged,  and  thofe  that 
envied  her  armed  againft  her.  By  imaginary  fears  and 
jealoufies  artfully  inftilled,  interefts  were  confounded, 
faith  violated,  and  treaties  defpifed.  In  order  to  refift  fo 
many  Armies  joined  together  againft  us,  I  confefs  there 
was  need  of  fuch  valiant  troops  and  fuch  experienced 
Generals  as  ours :  nothing  was  fo  formidable  as  to  fee 
all  Germany,  that  great  and  vaft  body,  compofed  of  fo 
many  different  nations,  dilplaying  all  its  ftandards,  and 
marching  to  our  frontiers,  in  order  to  overwhelm  us  with 
force,  after  having  terrified  us  with  multitudes. 

It  was  neceffary  to  oppofe  to  fo  many  enemies  a  man 
of  a  firm  and  approved  courage,  of  an  extenfive  capacity 
and  confummate  experience,  who  could  fupport  the  repu¬ 
tation  and  manage  the  ftrength  of  the  Kingdom,  who 
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Would  omit  nothing  that  was  ufeful  or  neceffary,  and  do 
nothing  that  was  Superfluous ;  who  knew  occasionally 
to  make  advantage  of  his  fucceffes,  or  recover  his  Ioffes  ■ 
who  would  be  Sometimes  the  Shield  and  Sometimes  the 
fword  of  his  Country,  and  who  was  capable  to  put  in 
execution  the  orders  he  received,  or  take  counfel  of  himfelf 
in  emergencies. 

You  know  whom  I  am  (peaking  of,  Gentlemen ;  you 
know  the  particulars  of  what  he  did  without  my  inform¬ 
ing  you.  With  troops  that  were  confiderable  only  for 
their  courage,  and  the  confidence  they  had  in  their  Ge¬ 
neral,  he  ftopt  and  wafted  to  nothing  two  great  Armies, 
and  forced  thofe  to  conclude  a  peace  by  treaties  who 
thought  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  war  by  our  entire 
and  Speedy  defeat.  Sometimes  he  prevented  the  diffe¬ 
rent  bodies  of  the  enemy’s  forces  from  joining,  and  cut 
off  the  courfe  of  thofe  torrents  that  would  have  overflowed 
France.  Sometimes  he  defeated  or  Scattered  them  by  re¬ 
peated  engagements.  Sometimes  he  puflied  them  to  the 
other  fide  of  their  rivers  •  and  always  check’d  them  by 
bold  attempts  when  there  was  occafion  to  recover  re¬ 
putation,  and  by  moderation  when  it  was  only  neceffary 
to  preferve  it. 

The  towns  which  our  enemies  had  already  (hared  a- 
mongft  them,  are  yet  within  the  bounds  of  our  empire  j 
the  Provinces  which  they  had  already  ravaged  in  expec¬ 
tation  and  idea,  (till  gather  in  their  harvefts  •  the  Places, 
fortified  by  art  and  nature,  and  which  they  intended  to 
demolifli,  are  ftill  remaining,  and  have  been  only  terri¬ 
fied  by  the  vain  projedts  of  a  conqueror  in  imagination, 
who  confidered  the  number  of  our  Soldiers,  but  not  the 
prudence  of  their  General. 

That  prudence  was  the  caufe  of  fuch  glorious  (uccefs. 
It  kept  up  between  the  Soldiers  and  their  leader  that  u- 
nion  which  makes  an  Army  invincible  •  it  infpired  the 
troops  with  that  ftrength,  courage  and  confidence  which 
made  them  endure  and  undertake  every  thing  to  exe¬ 
cute  his  defigns.  In  Short,  it  made  the  mod  ftupid  fenfi- 
ble  of  Glory.  For,  Gentlemen,  what  is  an  Army  ?  It  is 
a  body  animated  by  an  infinite  number  of  different  pafi- 
(ions,  which  a  man  of  abilities  puts  in  action  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  a  Country ;  it  is  a  troop  of  armed  men,  who 
blindly  follow  the  orders  of  their  leader  without  know- 
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ing  his  defigns ;  it  is  for  the  moft  part  a  multitude  of 
vile  and  mercenary  fouls,  who  without  thinking  of  their 
own  reputation,  labour  for  that  of  Kings  and  Conque¬ 
rors  •  it  is  a  confufed  affembly  of  libertines,  who  mult 
be  taught  to  obey,  cowards  that  mull  be  led  to  battle,  rafh 
headftrong  men  that  muft  be  retrained,  and  impatient  fpi- 
rits  that  muft  be  accuftomed  to  conftancy.  How  great 
prudence  is  neceflary  to  manage  fo  many  different  wills 
and  inclinations,  and  make  them  confpire  to  the  pub- 
lick  good  ?  How  difficult  is  it  for  a  General  to  make  him- 
felf  feared,  without  running  the  hazard  of  being  hated, 
and  frequently  of  being  deferted  ?  and  how  difficult  to 
make  himfelf  beloved,  without  lofing  a  little  of  his  au¬ 
thority,  and  relaxing  neceflary  difcipiine  ? 

Who  ever  obferved  thofe  mediums  more  exactly  thatl 
the  Prince  whom  we  lament  ?  He  attached  to  himfelf  by 
the  bonds  of  refpedt  and  friendfhip  thofe  who  are  com¬ 
monly  retained  by  nothing  but  the  fear  of  puniftiment ; 
and  by  his  moderation  procured  to  himfelf  an  eafy  and 
voluntary  obedience.  When  he  fpoke,  every  one  liften’d 
as  to  an  Oracle  •  when  he  commanded,  every  one  joy¬ 
fully  obeyed  his  orders ;  and  when  he  marched,  every  one 
imagined  he  was  running  to  glory.  One  would  have 
thought  that  he  was  going  to  fight  confederate  Kings,  like 
another  Abraham,  with  only  his  own  family ;  that  thofe 
who  followed  him  were  his  foldiers  and  his  domefticks,  and 
that  he  was  at  the  fame  time  General  and  father  of  a 
family.  Nothing  therefore  conld  ftand  their  attacks, 
there  were  no  obftacles  which  they  could  not  furmount, 
no  difficulties  which  they  could  not  conquer,  no  dangers; 
that  could  affright  them,  no  fatigue  which  they  could 
not  undergo,  no  enterprize  that  could  terrify  them, 
nor  any  conqueft  that  appeared  difficult.  How  could 
they  refiife  any  thing  to  a  General  who  difpenfed  with 
his  own  conveniences  that  they  might  live  in  plenty,  who 
gave  up  his  own  repofe  that  He  might  procure  theirs,  who 
eafed  them  of  their  toils,  but  never  exempted  himfelf 
from  any ;  and  who  was  prodigal  of  his  own  blood,  but 
fparing  of  theirs? 

By  what  invifible  chain  did  he  thus  lead  captive  the  wills 
of  men  ?  By  that  goodnefs  Whereby  he  encouraged  fome, 
excufed  others,  and  afforded  to  all  the  means  to  advance 
jhemfelves,  to  overcome  their  ill  fortune,  or  to  repair 
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their  faults  ;  by  that  diflntereftednefs  which  carried  him 
to  prefer  what  was  more  ufeful  to  the  State  to  what  was 
more  glorious  for  himfelf  ^  by  that  juftice  which  in  the 
diftribution  of  employments  never  fuflrer’d  him  to  follow 
his  own  inclination  to  the  prejudice  of  merit ;  by  that 
nobleneis  of  heart  and  fentiments  which  raifed  him  above 
his  own  grandeur,  and  by  many  other  qualities  which  pro¬ 
cured  him  the  efteem  and  refpedt  of  all  the  world.  How 
willingly  would  I  enter  into  the  motives  and  circumftan- 
ces  of  his  actions !  With  what  pleafure  would  I  lay  open 
to  you  a  conduit  fo  regular  and  uniform-  a  merit  fo 
fhining,  and  free  from  oftentation }  great  virtues,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  yet  greater  principles  ;  an  univerfal  upright- 
nefs,  which  led  him  to  apply  himfelf  to  whatever  was 
his  duty,  and  to  reduce  it  to  its  juft  and  natural  end  ; 
a  habit  of  being  virtuous,  not  for  the  honour  with 
which  vertue  is  attended,  but  for  the  reafonablenefs  of 
it !  But  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to  found  all  the  depths 
of  that  great  heart,  it  was  referved  tor  a  tongue  more 
eloquent  than  mine  to  exprefs  all  its  motions  and  interior 
inclinations. 

To  reward  fo  many  virtues  with  fome  extraordinary  ho¬ 
nour,  it  was  neceflary  they  fhould  be  known  to  a  great 
King,  who  believed  himfelf  ignorant  of  fome  things,  and 
was  capable  of  owning  it.  Far  from  hence  thofe  flat¬ 
tering  maxims  that  Kings  only  are  born  with  thofe  great 
talents  which  others  muft  acquire ;  that  their  privileged 
fouls  come  out  of  the  hands  of  God  that  created  them, 
altogether  wife  and  intelligent ;  that  they  have  no  need 
either  of  practice  or  ftudy ;  that  they  are  virtuous  without 
trouble,  and  prudent  without  experience.  We  live  under 
a,  King  who  great  and  knowing  as  he  is,  was  willing  to  be 
inftrudted  in  order  to  command,  who  in  his  way  to  glo¬ 
ry  knew  how  to  choofe  a  faithful  guide,  and  who  thought 
it  wifdom  to  make  ufe  of  that  of  others.  How  great  an 
'"honour,  for  a  fubjedt  to  accompany  his  King,  to  be  his 
Counfellor,  and,  if  I  may  prefume  to  fay  it,  his  exam¬ 
ple  in  an  important  conqueft?  An  honour  fo  much  the 
greater,  as  favour  could  have  no  fhare  in  it,  as  it  was 
founded  purely  upon  merit  univerfally  known,  and  as 
it  was  followed  by  the  taking  of  the  molt  conftderable 
towns  in  Flanders. 
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After  that  glorious  mark  of  efteem  and  confidence, 
what  projects  of  advancement  and  railing  his  fortune 
would  not  an  ambitious  and  covetous  man  have  enter¬ 
tained  ?  How  would  he  have  amaflfed  riches  and  honours, 
and  how  dearly  would  he  have  fold  fo  much  labour  and 
fo  many  fervices  ?  But  this  wife  and  diilnterefted  man, 
content  with  the  teftimonies  of  his  confidence,  and  rich 
in  his  moderation,  found  the  reward  of  having  done  well 
in  the  pleafure  of  doing  it.  Though  he  might  have  ob¬ 
tained  every  thing,  he  neither  demanded  nor  pretended 
to  any  thing ;  after  Solomon’s  example,  he  defired  on¬ 
ly  a  frugal  and  honourable  condition  in  a  medium  be¬ 
tween  poverty  and  riches;  and  whatever  offers  were  made 
him,  he  meafured  his  defines  by  his  wants,  and  confined 
himfielf  to  the  narrow  limits  of  meer  neceflaries.  He  was 
capable  of  no  other  ambition  but  that  of  deferring  the 
efteem  and  good  will  of  his  mafter ;  that  ambition  was 
fiatisfied,  and  our  age  has  feen  a  fubjedt  love  his  King  for 
his  great  qualities,  not  for  his  dignity  nor  his  own  for¬ 
tune  ;  and  a  King  love  his  fubjedt  more  for  the  merit 
which  he  knew  to  be  in  him,  than  tire  fervices  he  received 
from  him. 

That  honour,  Gentlemen,  did  not  diminifh  his  mode- 
fty.  At  this  word  a  certain  remorfe  flops  me.  I’m  afraid 
to  publifih  here  the  praifies  which  he  has  fo  often  rejected, 
and  to  offend  after  his  death  a  virtue  which  he  fo  much 
loved  when  he  was  alive;  but  let  us  do  juftice,  and 
praifie  him  without  fear,  at  a  time  when  we  cannot  be 
fiufpecfed  of  flattery,  nor  he  fiuficeptible  of  vanity.  Who 
ever  did  fo  great  things  ?  who  ever  fipoke  of  them  with 
more  refierve  ?  If  he  gained  any  advantage,  you  would 
think  by  his  relation,  it  was  not  owing  to  his  abilities, 
but  the  enemy’s  miftake.  If  he  gave  an  account  of  a 
battle,  he  forgot  nothing  but  that  it  was  he  that  gain’d 
it.  If  he  related  any  of  thole  actions  that  made  him  fo 
famous,  one  would  have  thought  that  he  had  only  been 
a  fpedtator,  and  would  have  doubted  whether  he  or  fame 
was  deceived.  When  he  returned  from  thofe  glorious  cam¬ 
paigns  that  will  make  his  name  immortal,  he  fiiun’d  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  the  people,  blufh’d  at  his  victories,  came 
to  hear  himfielf  applauded  as  one  comes  to  make  an  apolo¬ 
gy,  and  was  almoft  afraid  to  approach  the  King,  becaufe 
he  was  obliged  out  of  refpedt  to  fiuffer  patiently  the 
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praifes  with  which  his  Majefty  never  failed  to  honour 
him. 

It  was  then  that  in  the  fweet  repofe  of  a  private  con¬ 
dition,  this  Prince  divefting  himfelf  of  all  the  glory  which 
he  had  acquir’d  during  the  war,  and  confining  himfelf  to 
the  converfation  of  a  few  chofen  friends,  exercifed  him¬ 
felf,  without  noife,  in  civil  virtues :  and  being  fincere  in 
word,  plain  and  iimple  in  action,  faithful  in  friendfhip, 
exact  in  duty,  regular  in  defires,  and  great  even  in  the 
irnalleft  things,  he  concealed  himfelf,  but  his  reputa¬ 
tion  uncovered  him ;  he  went  without  a  train,  and  with¬ 
out  equipage,  but  every  body  in  their  thoughts  fet  him 
upon  a  triumphal  chariot.  People  when  they  law  him, 
counted  the  number  of  enemies  he  had  conquer’d,  not  of 
the  fervants  that  followed  him-  all  alone  as  he  was,  they 
imagined  round  about  him  his  virtues  and  his  victories  at¬ 
tending  him  :  there  is  a  certain  noblenefs  in  that  fimpli- 
city,  and  the  lefs  proud  he  was,  the  more  he  commanded 
refpedt. 

There  would  have  been  fomething  wanting  to  his 
glory,  if  having  every  where  fo  many  that  admired 
him,  he  had  not  likewife  had  fome  that  envied  him. 
Such  is  theinjuftice  of  men,  the  pureft  and  me  ft  deferved 
glory  offends  them :  all  who  raife  themfelves  above  them 
become  odious  and  infupportable,  and  the  moft  juftly  ac¬ 
quired  and  moft  moderate  fortune  cannot  fecure  a  man  from 
that  bafe  and  malignant  paffion.  It  is  the  fate  of  great 
men  to  be  attacked  by  it ;  and  it  was  the  privilege  of  M. 
de  Turenne  to  have  been  able  to  conquer  it.  Envy  was 
ftifled  either  by  his  contempt  of  it,  or  the  perpetual  en- 
creafe  of  his  honour  and  glory:  it  was  merit  that  gave 
birth  to  it,  and  merit  that  killed  it.  Thofe  who  were 
leaft  favourable  to  him  have  acknowledged  how  neceffary 
he  was  to  the  State  •  thofe  who  at  firft  could  not  bear 
with  his  elevation,  thought  themfelves  at  length  obliged 
to  affent  to  it  j  and  not  daring  to  be  grieved  at  the  pro- 
iperity  of  a  man  who  would  never  have  given  them  the 
miferable  comfort  of  rejoicing  over  any  faults  of  his, 
they  joined  their  voice  to  that  of  the  publick,  and  believed 
that  to  be  his  enemy  Was  to  be  the  enemy  of  all  France. 

But  what  would  all  thefe  heroick  qualities  have  figni- 
fied,  if  God  had  not  manifefted  upon  him  the  power  of 
his  grace,  and  if  he  whom  his  Providence  had  made  ufe 
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of  for  fo  noble  purpofes,  had  been  the  eternal  object  of 
his  juftice  ?  It  was  God  alone  that  could  difpel  the  dark- 
nefs  he  was  involved  in,  and  he  kept  in  his  power  the 
happy  moment  which  he  had  appointed  for  enlightning 
him  with  his  truth. 

That  happy  moment  came,  that  point  in  which  all  his 
real  glory  center’d.  He  had  a  glimpfc  of  thofe  fnares 
and  precipices  which  his  prejudice  had  till  then  entirely 
concealed  from  him :  he  began  to  walk  with  precaution, 
ar.d  fear  in  thofe  wrong  paths  in  which  he  was  Array¬ 
ing.  Certain  rays  of  grace  and  light  made  him  per¬ 
ceive  that  in  vain  fhould  he  fill  up  the  fineft  places  of 
hifirory  if  his  name  was  not  written  in  the  book  of  life ; 
that  in  vain  fhould  he  gain  the  whole  world  if  he  loft  his 
own  foul ;  that  there  was  but  one  faith  and  one  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  one  fimple  indivilible  verity,  which  never  dis¬ 
covers  it  felf  but  to  thofe  who  feek  after  it  with  an  hum¬ 
ble  heart  and  a  difinterefted  will.  He  was  not  yet  en¬ 
lightened  ;  but  he  began  to  be  docile.  How  often  did 
he  confult  his  knowing  and  faithful  friends?  How  often 
fighing  after  that  lively  and  efficacious  light  which  alone 
triumphs  over  the  errors  of  the  mind  of  man,  did 
he  fay  to  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  blind  man  in  the  Gofpe), 
Lord  make  me  to  fee  ?  How  often  did  he  attempt  with  a 
weak  hand  to  pull  off  from  his  eyes  the  fatal  vail  that  hin¬ 
der’d  him  from  feeing  truth  ?  How  often  had  he  recourfe 
to  thofe  antient  and  pure  fountains  which  Jefus  Chrift  left 
to  his  Church,  drawing  thence  with  delight  and  joy  the 
waters  of  found  dodtrine  ? 

Habit,  pretexts,  engagements,  the  fhame  of  changing, 
the  pleafure  of  being  look’d  upon  as  the  Chief  and  Protec¬ 
tor  of  Ifrael,  thofe  vain  and  fpecious  reafons  of  flefh  and 
blood,  could  not  reftrain  him.  God  broke  all  his  fetters, 
and  bringing  him  into  the  liberty  of  his  children,  deliver’d 
him  from  the  power  of  darknefs,  and  tranllated  him  into 
the  Kingdom  of  his  dear  Son,  to  whom  he  belonged  by 
eternal  election.  Here  a  new  order  of  things  prefents 
it  felf  to  me :  I  fee  greater  actions,  nobler  motives,  and 
a  more  vifible  protection  of  God.  I  fhall  hereafter 
ipeak  of  a  wifdom  that  was  accompanied  by  true  piety 
and  a  courage  that  was  ftrengthened  by  the  Divine  Spi¬ 
rit.  Renew  therefore  your  attention  in  this  laft  part  of 
my  difcourfe,  and  fupply  in  your  thoughts  what  may  be 
wanting  in  my  words  and  expreffions.  Y  4  If 
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If  M.  deTurenne  had  known  only  how  to  fight  and 
conquer ;  if  he  had  not  rifen  higher  than  human  virtues ; 
if  his  valour  and  prudence  had  not  been  animated  by  a 
fpirit  of  faith  and  charity,  I  would  have  placed  him  a- 
mong  the  Scipio’s  and  Fabius’s ;  I  would  have  left  to  va¬ 
nity  the  care  of  honouring  vanity,  and  I  would  not  have 
come  to  a  facred  place  to  have  made  an  Eulogium  upon 
a  profane  man.  If  he  had  ended  his  days  in  blindnefs  and 
error,  I  fhould  have  in  vain  praifed  the  virtues  which  God 
would  not  have  crowned,  I  fhould  have  fhed  ufelefs  tears 
over  his  grave;  and  if  I  had  fpoken  of  his  glory,  it  would 
have  been  only  in  order  to  have  lamented  his  unhappinefs. 
But,  thanks  to  Jefus  Chrift,  I  {peak  of  a  Chriftian,  who 
was  illuminated  by  the  light  of  faith,  who  was  actuated  by 
the  principles  of  pure  Religion,  and  who  confecrated  by 
a  fincere  piety  all  that  can  hatter  the  ambition  or  pride  of 
men.  Thus  the  praifes  which  I  give  him  return  to  God, 
who  is  the  fountain  of  them ;  and  as  it  was  truth  which 
fanctified  him,  fo  it  is  likewife  truth  which  praifes  him. 

How  fincere  was  his  converlion,  Gentlemen,  and  how 
different  from  that  of  thofe,  who  for  faking  herefy  from 
interefted  views,  change  their  opinions  without  changing 
their  manners,  who  enter  into  the  bofom  of  the  Church 
only  to  wound  her  the  deeper  by  a  fcandalous  life,  and 
from  being  declared  enemies,  become  rebellious  children ! 
Though  his  mind  had  efcaped  the  depravation  commonly 
occafioned  by  paffions,  yet  he  was  ftill  the  more  careful 
to  regulate  it ;  he  thought  that  the  innocence  of  his  life 
ought  to  be  conformable  to  the  purity  of  his  faith ;  he 
knew  truth,  he  loved  it,  and  followed  it.  With  what 
humble  refpedt  did  he  affift  at  facred  myfteries?  With 
what  docility  did  he  hearken  to  the  wholefome  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel?  With  what  fub- 
miffion  did  he  adore  the  works  of  God  which  the  mind 
of  man  cannot  comprehend  ?  He  was  a  true  worfhipper 
in  fpirit  and  in  truth;  he  fought  the  Lord,  according  to 
the  wife  man’s  counfel,  in  fimplicity  of  heart ;  was  an  ir- 
reconcileable  enemy  to  impiety ;  far  removed  from  fu- 
perlfition,  and  incapable  of  hypoc  rify. 

Scarce  had  he  embraced  the  found  dodtrine,  but  he 
became  the  defender  of  it ;  as  fbon  as  he  had  put  on  the 
armour  of  light,  he  combated  the  works  of  darknefs:  he 
beheld  with  horror  the  abyfs  from  whence  he  had  efcap¬ 
ed. 
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ed,  and  ftretched  out  his  hand  to  thofe  whom  he  had  left 
in  it.  One  would  have  thought  he  had  been  commif- 
fioned  to  bring  into  the  bofom  of  the  Church  all  thofe 
whom  fchifm  had  feparated  from  her :  he  invited  them 
by  his  counfels,  attra&ed  them  by  his  benefits,  p  re  fled 
them  with  his  reafons,  convinced  them  by  his  experience, 
pointed  out  to  them  the  rocks  upon  which  human  reafon 
has  fo  often  been  fhipwrecked,  and  fhew’d  behind  him, 
to  ufe  Saint  Auguflin’s  words,  the  bridge  of  the  mercy 
of  God  over  which  he  himfelf  had  pafled.  Sometimes  he 
kindled  the  zeal  of  the  Doctors,  and  exhorted  them  to 
oppofe  the  force  of  truth  to  prefumptuous  falfirood.  Some¬ 
times  he  difcovered  to  them  thofe  foft  and  infinuating  ways 
which  gain  the  heart  in  order  to  gain  the  mind.  Sometimes 
heraifed,accordingtohis  abilities,  the  neceflary  funds  for 
aflifting  thofe  who  had  forfaken  all  to  followjefus  Chrift  who 
called  them.  You  Bifhops  who  were  the  confidents  of  his 
Zeal,  you  know  that  bufied  as  he  was  in  his  laft  warlike  ex¬ 
ploits,  yet  he  concerted  projects  with  you  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  religion,  and  forgot  nothing  that  could  contribute 
either  to  the  inftru&ion  of  thofe  whom  long  prepofleflion 
had  blinded,  or  the  gaining  of  thofe  whom  avarice  and  inte- 
reit  kept  ftill  in  their  errors ;  being  a  worthy  fon  of  that 
Church,  whofe  charity,  like  God’s,  extends  to  all,  and 
which  procures  to  her  children,  befides  an  eternal  inheri¬ 
tance,  even  relief  in  their  temporal  neceflities. 

Such,  Gentlemen,  was  the  difpofition  of  his  foul,  when 
the  providence  of  God  permitted  the  King  who  was  ju il¬ 
ly  offended,  to  carry  the  war  into  the  heart  of  an  unjufl: 
and  ungrateful  Republick,  and  to  make  thofe  feel  the  force 
of  his  arms  who  defpifed  his  favours,  and  would  oppofe 
themfelves  to  his  glory.  It  was  then  that  our  Hero  again 
took  up  arms,  and  that  in  attending  on  his  mafter  and 
at  the  head  of  his  Army,  he  expofed  his  life  in  a  war  not 
only  fortunate  but  holy,  where  victory  could  hardly  keep 
tip  with  the  rapidity  of  the  conqueror,  and  where  God 
triumph’d  with  the  Prince.  How  great  was  his  joy  when 
after  having  forced  towns,  he  faw  his  illuftrious  nephew, 
more  eminent  by  his  virtues  than  by  his  purple,  opening 
and  reconciling  churches  ?  Under  the  orders  of  a  Prince 
equally  pious  and  powerful,  the  one  made  his  arms  prof- 
per,  the  other  extended  religion  •  the  one  beat  down  ram¬ 
parts,  the  other  reftor’d  altars j  the  one  ravaged  the  lands 
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of  the  Philiftines,  the  other  carried  the  ark  round  the 
tents  of  Ifrael :  then  joining  their  vows  together,  as  their 
hearts  were  already  united,  the  nephew  fhared  in  the 
fervices  the  uncle  did  the  State,  and  the  uncle  in 
thofe  which  the  nephew  did  the  Church. 

Let  us  follow  this  Prince  in  his  laft  campaigns,  and 
confider  fo  many  difficult  enterprifes,  and  fo  many  glo¬ 
rious  fucceffes,  as  proofs  of  his  courage,  and  rewards  of 
his  piety.  To  begin  battles  by  prayer,  to  reftrain  impiety 
and  blafphemy,  to  prated  holy  perfons  and  things  from  the 
infolence  and  avarice  of  the  foldiers,  to  invoke  the  Lord  of 
Hofts  in  all  dangers,  is  the  duty  and  the  ordinary  care  of  all 
Generals.  But  he  went  further  j  even  when  he  command¬ 
ed  the  troops,  he  looked  upon  himfelf  as  a  foldier  of  Jefus 
Chrift ;  he  fandified  the  wars  by  the  purity  of  his  intentions, 
the  defire  of  a  happy  peace,  and  the  laws  of  a  Chriftian 
Difcipline ;  he  confidered  his  foldiers  as  his  brethren, 
and  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  exercife  charity  in  a  cruel 
profeffion,  where  even  humanity  is  often  forgot.  Be¬ 
ing  animated  by  fuch  great  motives,  he  furpaffed  himfelf, 
and  made  it  appear  that  courage  becomes  more  firm  when 
it  isfupported  by  principles  of  religion,  that  there  is  a  pious 
magnanimity  which  procures  good  fuccefs  in  fpite  of  dan¬ 
gers  and  obftacles,  and  that  a  warrior  is  invincible  when 
he  fights  in  faith,  and  when  he  lends  pure  hands  to  the 
God  of  battles  who  guides  them. 

As  he  had  all  his  glory  from  God,  fo  he  refer’d  it  all  to 
him,  and  entertained  no  other  Confidence  but  what  was 
founded  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Why  may  not  I 
reprefent  here  one  of  thofe  important  occafions,  wherein 
with  a  few  troops  he  attacked  all  the  forces  of  Germany  ? 
After  a  continued  march  of  three  days,  and  paffing  three 
rivers,  came  up  with  the  enemy  and  gave  them  battle  : 
numbers  on  one  fide,  and  valour  on  the  other  for  a 
Jong  time  fufpended  the  fortune  of  the  day  ;  at  length 
courage  got  the  better  of  multitude,  the  enemy  fell  into 
diforder  and  began  to  give  way.  Inftantly  the  cry  was, 
Viftory,  when  the  General  checking  that  emotion  which 
is  ufual  in  the  heat  of  battle,  and  fpeaking  in  a  fevere 
tone,  a  Stop,  faid  he,  our  lot  is  not  in  our  own  hands, 
a  and  we  fhall  ourfelves  be  conquered  if  the  Lord  does 
u  not  favour  us.”  At  thefe  words,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes 
to  heaven,  from  whence  his  fuccour  came,  and  con¬ 
tinuing 
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tinuing  to  give  his  orders,  waited  with  fubmiffion  be¬ 
tween  hope  and  fear  till  heaven  ftiould  execute  its  owfi 
decrees. 

How  difficult  is  it,  Gentlemen,  to  be  at  the  fame  time 
victorious  and  humble  ?  Succefs  in  war  leaves  a  certain 
affecting  pleafure  in  the  mind  which  intirely  fills  and  poff- 
fefles  it.  Conquerors  afcribe  to  themfelves  a  fuperiority 
of  power  and  ftrength,  they  crown  themfelves  with  their 
own  hands,  they  ereCt  trophies  in  fecret  to  themfelves, 
they  look  upon  the  laurels  which  they  have  gathered  with 
trouble,  and  often  water’d  with  their  blood,  as  properly 
their  own  •  and  even  when  they  give  folemn  thanks  to  God, 
and  hang  up  in  his  facred  temples  the  torn  and  bloody  ftand- 
ards  which  they  have  taken  from  the  enemy,  how  great 
danger  is  there  left  vanity  ftifle  a  part  of  their  thankfgiving, 
left  they  mix  with  the  vows  they  pay  to  the  Lord  the  ap- 
plaufes  which  they  think  due  to  themfelves,  and  referve 
fome  grains  of  that  incenfe  which  is  going  to  be  burnt 
upon  the  altars  ? 

It  was  upon  thofe  occafions,  that  M.  de  Turenne  offer¬ 
ed  up  all  the  glory  to  him  to  whom  it  properly  belonged : 
if  he  march’d,  he  acknowledged  that  it  was  God  who  con¬ 
duced  and  guided  him ;  if  he  defended  towns,  he  knew 
that  in  vain  did  he  defend  them,  if  God  did  not  guard 
them  :  if  he  intrenched  himfelf,  he  believed  that  it  was 
God  who  made  a  rampart  round  him  to  proted  him  from 
all  infults ;  if  he  fought,he  knew  from  whence  he  drew  all  his 
ftrength  ;  and  if  he  triumph’d,  he  thought  hefawan  invifi- 
ble  hand  in  the  heavens  crowning  him.  Thus  referring  to 
their  origin  all  the  favours  he  received,  he  thereby  obtained 
new  ones  •  and  no  longer  reckon’d  up  the  number  of  the 
enemies  that  furrounded  him,  but  without  being  aftoniffied 
at  their  multitude  or  ftrength,  he  faid  with  the  Prophet, 
Thefc  men  trujl  in  the  number  of  their  men  of  war  and  of 
their  chariots ,  as  far  us  we  rely  upon  the  protection  of  tbe 
Almighty.  In  this  faithful  and  juft  confidence,  he  redou¬ 
bled  his  ardour,  formed  great  defigns,  did  great  things, 
and  began  a  campaign  which  in  all  probability  would  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  Empire. 

He  pafled  the  Rhine,  and  deceived  the  vigilance  of  a 
General  of  great  abilities  and  forefight ;  he  obferved  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  railed  the  courage  of  the  allies, 
kept  fteady  the  fufpeCed  and  wavering  faith  of  our  neigh¬ 
bours. 
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bours,  took  from  fome  the  will,  from  others  the  power  to 
hurt,  and  making  advantage  of  all  thofe  important  con¬ 
junctures,  which  pave  the  way  to  great  and  glorious  events, 
he  left  nothing  to  fortune  that  counfel  and  human  pru¬ 
dence  could  effect.  The  enemy  confounded  and  difcon- 
certed,  began  already  to  tremble  in  their  camp;  that 
eagle,  whofe  bold  flight  had  a  little  before  terrified  our 
provinces,  began  already  to  take  wing  in  order  to  fave  it- 
felf  in  the  mountains;  thofe  brazen  thunders,  which  hell 
invented  for  the  deftruction  of  men,  thundered  from  all 
fldes  to  favour  and  haften  the  retreat,  and  France  in  fuf- 
pence  waited  the  fuccefs  of  an  enterprize,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  all  the  rules  of  war,  was  infallible. 

Alas  !  we  knew  all  that  we  could  hope  for,  but  never 
thought  on  what  we  had  to  fear.  Divine  providence  had 
concealed  from  us  a  misfortune  greater  than  the  lofs  of  a 
battle ;  it  was  the  lols  of  a  life  which  each  of  us  would  have 
redeemed  with  our  own,  and  all  that  we  could  gain,  was 
not  worth  what  we  were  going  to  lofe.  O  God,  terrible  but 
juft  in  thy  counfels  concerning  the  children  of  men,  thou 
difpofeft  of  conquerors  and  their  victories !  To  accom- 
plifh  thy  will,  and  to  make  thy  judgments  feared,  thy 
power  overturns  thofe  whom  it  had  exalted  ;  thou  facri- 
ficeft  great  victims  to  thy  fovereign  greatnefs,  and  ftrikeft, 
when  thou  pleafeft,  thofe  illuftrious  heads  which  thou  halt 
fo  often  crowned. 

Expecft  not,  Gentlemen,  that  I  will  here  open  a  tragical 
fcene,  that  I  will  reprefent  this  great  man  ftretched  on  his 
own  trophies,  that  I  will  difcover  his  pale  and  bloody  bo¬ 
dy,  round  which  the  thunder  that  ftruck  it  ftill  fmokes ; 
that  I  will  make  his  blood  cry  like  that  of  Abel,  and  ex- 
pofe  before  your  eyes  the  forrowful  images  of  religion  and 
his  country  in  tears.  In  ordinary  Ioffes,  people  thus  ex¬ 
cite  the  compaflfion  of  their  auditors,  and  by  ftudied  ex- 
preffions  of  forrow,  draw  fome  vain  and  forced  tears  from 
their  eyes ;  but  a  death  which  is  unfeignedly  lamented  is 
defcribed  without  art;  every  one  feels  in  himfelf  the 
fource  of  his  grief,  and  opens  his  own  wounds,  and 
there  is  no  need  of  ftirring  up  the  imagination  in  order  to 
affedl  the  heart. 

I  had  almoft  broke  off  my  difcourfe  here.  Gentlemen, 
I  feel  my  mind  difturbed.  Turenne  dies;  all  isin  confufion, 
fortune  wavers,  victory  is  weary,  the  peace  is  retarded,  the 
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good  intentions  of  the  Allies  flacken,  the  courage  of  the  fol- 
diers  is  funk  by  grief  and  raifed  again  by  revenge }  the  whole 
camp  is  adonifhed ;  the  wounded  think  of  the  lofs  they 
have  fuftained,  not  of  the  wounds  they  have  received ;  dy¬ 
ing  fathers  fend  their  ions  to  lament  the  death  of  their 
General ;  the  Army  in  mourning  is  employed  in  his  fune¬ 
ral  obfequies  ■  and  fame,  which  takes  pleafure  in  fpreading 
through  the  world  extraordinary  accidents,  flies  to  fill  all 
Europe  with  a  glorious  hidory  of  this  Prince’s  life,  and  a 
fad  regret  for  his  death. 

What  fighs,  what  lamentations,  what  praifes  refbund 
in  the  towns  and  in  the  provinces  ?  One  feeing  his 
crop  growing,  bleffes  the  memory  of  him  to  whom  he 
owed  the  hope  of  gathering  it-  another,  being  yet  in 
quiet  pofieflion  of  the  inheritance  he  received  from  his 
anceftors,  willies  eternal  peace  to  him  who  faved  it  from 
the  ravage  and  cruelty  of  war.  Here  they  offer  the  ado¬ 
rable  facrifice  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  the  foul  of  him  who  con- 
fecrated  his  life  and  his  blood  to  the  publick  good  •  there 
they  prepare  for  him  funeral  folemnities  in  the  place  where 
they  hoped  to  celebrate  his  triumph.  Every  one  choofes, 
in  fo  excellent  a  life,  that  part  which  to  him  feems  the 
brighted  •  every  one  undertakes  his  eulogium ;  and  every 
one  interrupting  himfelf  with  fighs  and  tears,  admires  the 
pad,  regrets  the  prefent,  and  trembles  for  the  future. 
Thus  all  the  Kingdom  laments  the  death  of  its  defender, 
and  the  lofs  of  one  man  becomes  a  publick  calamity. 

Why,  O  my  God,  if  I  who  am  but  dull  and  alhes 
may  prefume  to  pour  out  my  foul  in  thy  prefence,  and 
fpeak  to  thee  ;  why  do  we  lofe  him  in  the  mod  urgent 
necedity,  in  the  midd  of  his  great  exploits,  at  thehigheft 
point  of  his  valour,  and  in  the  maturity  of  his  wifdom?  Is 
it  becaufe  that  after  fo  many  actions  worthy  of  immorta¬ 
lity  he  had  no  longer  any  thing  mortal  to  do  ?  Was  the 
time  come  when  he  was  to  reap  the  fruit  of  fo  many  Chri- 
dian  virtues,  and  to  receive  from  thee  the  crown  of  right  - 
eoufnefs  which  thou  keeped  for  thofe  who  have  finifhed  a 
glorious  courfe  ?  Perhaps  we  have  put  too  much  confi¬ 
dence  in  him,  and  thou  forbided  us,  in  thy  fcriptures,  to 
make  to  ourfelves  an  arm  of  defh,  or  to  put  our  trud  in 
the  children  of  men.  Perhaps  it  is  a  punilhment  for  our 
pride,  ambition  and  injudice.  As  there  arifes  from  the 
bottoms  of  the  v allies  the  thick  vapours  of  which  the 

thunder 


33  3 


334 


Letters,  Memorials, 

thunder  that  falls  upon  the  tops  of  the  mountains  is  form¬ 
ed,  fo  iniquities  proceed  out  of  the  hearts  of  men,  the  pu¬ 
nishment  whereof  thou  inflicted  upon  the  head'  of  thofe 
who  govern  or  defend  them.  I  do  not  attempt,  OLord, 
to  fathom  the  abyflfes  of  thy  judgments,  or  to  difcover  the 
fecret  and  inviflble  Iprings  which  put  thy  mercy  orjuftice 
in  motion :  I  will  and  I  ought  to  adore  them.  But  thou 
art  juft ;  thou  affiidteft  us ;  and  in  an  age  fo  corrupted  as 
ours,  we  ought  not  to  feek  for  the  caufes  of  our  miferies, 
but  in  the  irregularity  of  our  lives. 

Let  us  then.  Gentlemen,  draw  motives  to  repentance 
from  our  grief,  and  let  us  not  feek  for  true  and  folid  com¬ 
fort  but  in  the  piety  of  this  great  man.  Countrymen, 
ftrangers,  enemies,  nations,  Kings  and  Emperors  lament 
and  honour  him ;  but  what  can  they  contribute  to  his  real 
happinefs  ?  Even  his  own  King  •  and  how  great  a  King  ! 
honours  him  by  his  grief  and  his  tears  y  a  great  and  preci¬ 
ous  mark  of  affedtion  and  efteem  for  a  fubjedt,  but  ufe- 
Iefs  to  a  Chriftian.  He  will  live,  I  confefs,  in  the  minds 
and  memories  of  men,  but  the  Scripture  teaches  me,  that 
man’s  thoughts,  nay  man  himfelf  is  but  vanity.  A 
magnificent  tomb  will  contain  his  fad  remains,  but  he  fhall 
come  out  of  that  proud  monument,  not  to  be  praifed  for 
his  heroic  exploits,  but  to  be  judged  according  to  his  good 
or  evil  works :  his  afhes  will  be  mixed  with  thofe  of  Kings 
who  have  governed  this  Kingdom  which  he  has  fo  gene- 
roufly  defended  •  but  after  all,  what  remains  to  thofe 
Kings  more  than  to  him,  of  the  applaufes  of  the  world, 
their  crowd  of  Courtiers,  the  luftre  and  pomp  of  their 
fortunes,  but  an  eternal  filence,  a  frightful  folitude,  and 
a  terrible  expedtation  of  the  judgments  of  God,  under 
thofe  precious  marbles  that  cover  them  ?  Let  the  world 
then  honour  human  greatnefs  as  it  pleafes,  God  is  the 
foie  reward  of  Chriftian  vertues. 

O  Death !  too  fudden,  but  yet,  by  the  mercy  of  the 
Lord,  of  a  long  time  forefeen  •  of  how  many  inftrudting 
words,  of  how  many  holy  examples  haft  thou  deprived  us  ? 
we  had  feen,  (and  how  edifying  a  fight  would  it  have  been !) 
a  Chriftian  dying  humbly  in  the  midft  of  vidtories  and 
triumphs.  With  what  earneftnefs  would  he  have  employ¬ 
ed  his  laft  moments  in  inwardly  mourning  for  his  path  er¬ 
rors,  in  abating  himfelf  before  the  Majefty  of  God,  and 
in  imploring  the  affiftance  of  hi$  arm,  not  again#  viftble 
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enemies,  but  againft  thofe  of  his  falvation  ?  His  lively 
faith  and  fervent  charity,  would,  no  doubt,  have  affeCted 
us,  and  we  fhould  have  had  a  pattern  of  confidence  with¬ 
out  prefumption,  fear  without  weaknefs,  repentance  with¬ 
out  artifice,  conftancy  without  affectation,  and  a  death 
precious  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man. 

Are  not  thefe  conjectures  juft,  Gentlemen  ?  Why  do 
I  call  them  conjectures?  they  were  formed  defigns j  he 
had  refolved  to  live  as  holily  as  I  prefume  he  died.  Be¬ 
ing  ready  to  call  all  his  crowns  at  the  foot  of  the  throne 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  like  thofe  conquerors  in  the  Apocalypfe, 
and  to  gather  together  all  his  glory,  in  order  to  divert: 
himfelfof  it  by  a  voluntary  retirement,  he  was  already  no 
longer  of  this  world  tho’  providence  kept  him  in  it.  A- 
midft  the  tumult  of  arms,  he  entertained  the  fweet  and 
fecret  hopes  of  folitude  j  with  one  hand  he  difeomfited  the 
Amalekites,  and  had  already  lifted  up  the  other  to  draw 
down  upon  himfelf  the  bleffings  of  heaven.  This  Joftiuah 
in  battle,  performed  the  office  of  Mofes  on  the  Mount  • 
and  under  the  arms  of  a  warrior,  had  the  heart  and  will 
of  a  penitent. 

O  Lord,  who  enlighteneft  the  darkeft  recefifes  of  our 
hearts,  and  feeft  in  our  moft  fecret  intentions  the  things 
that  are  not,  as  thofe  that  are,  receive  into  the  bofbm  of 
thy  glory  this  foul  which  would  fhortly  have  been  entirely 
taken  up  with  the  thoughts  of  thy  eternity  }  receive  thofe 
defires  which  thou  thy  felf  didft  infpire  him  with ;  he  want¬ 
ed  time,  not  courage  to  fulfil  them.  If  thou  calleft  for 
works  together  with  his  defires,  behold  the  charities  which 
he  gave  or  appointed  for  the  relief  and  falvation  of  his 
brethren ;  behold  the  erring  fouls  which  he  brought  back 
to  thee  by  his  affiftance,  his  counfel  and  his  example  j  be¬ 
hold  the  blood  of  thy  people  which  he  has  fo  often  fpared 
behold  the  blood  which  he  fo  generoufly  fhed  for  us  j  and 
to  fay  yet  more  than  all,  behold  the  blood  which  Jefus 
Chrift  poured  out  for  him. 

Ye  minifters  of  the  Lord  finifti  the  holy  facrifice  :  ye 
Chriftians  redouble  your  vows  and  prayers,  that  God  may 
admit  him,  for  a  recompence  of  his  works,  to  the  manfions 
of  eternal  reft,  and  may  give  in  heaven  a  never  ending 
peace  to  him  who  thrice  procured  us  peace  upon  earth, 
|ranfient  indeed,  but  always  pleating  andalways  defirable. 
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Part  of  a  funeral  oration  on  the  Prince  of  Cor.de , 
fpoken  by  Abbot  Bojfuet  Bifhop  of  Meaux. 

K  T  has  been  in  our  age  an  extraordinary  fight,  to  behold 
X  at  the  fame  time  and  in  the  fame  campaigns,  two  Men 
whom  the  common  voice  of  all  Europe  equalled  to  the 
greateft  Generals  of  antiquity,  fometimes  at  the  head  of 
Separate  bodies ;  fometimes  united  more  by  a  concurrence 
of  fentiments  than  the  orders  which  the  inferior  received 
from  the  fuperior ;  fometimes  oppofed  front  to  front,  and 
mutually  redoubling  the  activity  and  vigilance  of  each  o- 
ther,  as  if  it  had  been  the  will  of  God,  whofe  wifdom,  ac¬ 
cording  to  fcripture,  often  fports  in  the  univerfe,  to  let  us 
fee'  them  in  all  points  of  view  and  to  fhow  us  at  the  fame 
time  all  that  men  can  do.  What  encampments  !  what 
fine  marches !  what  bold  attempts !  .  what  precautions  1 
what  dangers  !  what  ftratagems  !  Were  there  ever  feen 
in  two  men  the  fame  virtues  with  fo  different,  not  to  fay 
contrary  characters  ?  the  one  feemed  to  adt  from  profound 
reflection,  and  the  other  by  fudden  illuminations ;  the 
latter  by  confequende  more  adtive  but  without  precipita¬ 
tion  •  the  former  with  a  cooler  air  yet  without  flownefs, 
being  more  bold  in  adtion  than  in  fpeech,  and  refolved  and 
determined  within,  even  when  outwardly  he  feemed  embar- 
raffed.  The  one  as  foon  as  he  appeared  in  the  army,  gave 
a  high  idea  of  his  valour,  and  raifed  expeditions  of  fome- 
thing  extraordinary,  but  always  advanced  in  order,  and  came 
as  it  were  by  degrees  to  perform  thofe  wonders  which  fi- 
nifhed  the  courfe  of  his  life  :  the  other,  like  a  man  infpi- 
red  from  his  firft  batde,  equalled  the  moil  accomplifhed 
mafters.  The  one  by  brisk  and  continual  efforts,  forced 
the  admiration  of  mankind  and  filenced  envy  ;  the  other 
caff  immediately  fo  bright  a  light  that  it  durft  not  attack 
him.  The  one,  in  fhort,  by  the  profoundnefs  of  his  ge¬ 
nius  and  the  incredible  fupplies  of  his  courage,  raifed  him- 
felf  above  the  greateft  dangers,  and  knew  even  how  to 
make  advantage  of  all  the  faithleffnefs  of  fortune;  the  o- 
ther  by  the  fuperiority  of  his  high  birth,  the  great  thoughts 
which  heaven  infpired  him  with,  and  a  kind  of  wonder¬ 
ful  inftindf,  of  which  men  know  not  the  fecret,  feemed 
bom  to  enllave  fortune  and  force  the  fates.  And  that  we 
z  might 
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might  always  fee  great  but  different  characters  in  thefe 
two  men,  the  one  being  carried  off  by  a  fudden  ftroke, 
died  for  his  country  like  a  Judas  Macchabeus  ;  the  other 
mourn’d  for  him  as  his  father,  and  the  Court  and  all 
the  people  lamented  him  •  his  piety  is  praifed  as  much  as 
his  courage,  and  his  memory  fhall  never  decay  through 
time.  The  other  like  David,  raifed  by  arms  to  the  height 
of  glory,  like  him  alfo  died  in  his  bed,  publiihing  the 
praifes  of  God  and  inftruCting  his  family,  and  left  all  hearts 
full  of  the  luftre  of  his  life  and  the  eafinefs  of  his  death. 
How  great  a  fight  to  behold  and  confider  thefe  two  men, 
to  learn  from  each  of  them  all  the  efteem  which  the  other 
deferved  ] 


The  end  of  the  Second  Part. 
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PREFACE, 

B  Y  T  H  E 

Cardinal  de  Bouillon 

rT~'II  E  King  of  England,  James  II.  having  done 
*■  me  the  honour  to  impart  to  me  in  difcourfe ,  in 
the  year  1695,  divers  particulars,  and  fome  confide- 
rable  actions  of  the  life  of  the  late  M.  de  Turenne  my 
uncle,  which  were  unknown  to  me,  as  not  being  men¬ 
tioned  inthofe  Memoirs  I  had  by  me  of  his  own  hand¬ 
writing,  I  made  bold  to  reprefent  to  that  Prince,  that 
1  was  very  forry  1  was  debarred  by  the  profound  re- 
fpecl  I  had  for  his  Majefty,  from  moft  humbly  begging , 
that  he  would  be  pleafed,  for  the  fake  of  that  kindnefs 
he  had  for  the  late  M.  de  Turenne,  to  commit  to 
writing,  at fuch  hours  as  would  be  leaf  incommodious 
to  him,  thofe  particulars  and  thofe  actions  of  his  life 
to  which  I  was  an  utter  ftranger  •,  and  I  farther  faid, 
that  I  would  not  fcruple  to  take  the  liberty  of  asking 
this  favour  of  any  body  but  his  Majefty,  whom  1  ought 
to  refpeff  even  more  than  , the  memory  of  the  late  M. 
de  Turenne,  which ,  till  that  moment,  was  the  thing 
in  the  world  I  held  moft  dear.  Upon  this,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  out  of  his  unparallel' d  goodnefs  and  generofity, 
told  me  he  would  with  pleafure  do  what  I  wifhed,  as 
foon  aspoffbly  he  could,  and  even  acquainted  me,  that 
as  he  had  already  written  in  Fnglifh,  by  way  of  An¬ 
nals,  the  Memoirs  of  his  own  life,  he  would  from  thetn 
extract  and  tranflate  into  French,  whatever  related 
to  the  campaigns  he  had  made  in  the  army  of  France 
commanded  by  M.  de  Turenne,  and  thofe  he  after¬ 
wards  made  in  the  Low  Countries  in  the  Army  of 
Spain  till  the  peace  of  the  Pyrennees  was  proclaimed, 

*  This  Preface  is  in  French,  and  prefixed  to  the  Dtike  of  York’s  Me¬ 
moirs,  and  written  with  the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon’s  own  hand, 
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and  King  CharlesII.  his  brother ,  rejlored  and placed 
on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  an  agreeable 
furprife  to  me-,  the  2  yth  of  January  the  next  year  1 696, 
when  going  to  St.  Germain  en  Faye ,  to  pay  my  re- 
f pedis  to  that  great  and  religious  King ,  he  took  me 
into  his  clofet ,  where  he  told  me  he  would  now  per¬ 
form  the  promife  he  had  made  me  the  preceding  year , 
and  at  the  fame  time  he  put  into  my  hand  the  fheets 
hereto  annexed ,  into  which ,  he  affured  me,  he  had 
transferred  every  thing  that  he  had  found  in  his 
Memoirs  concerning  the  late  M.  de  Turenne,  from 
the  year  1652  inclufive ,  to  the  year  1660  •,  ad¬ 
ding,  that  he  gave  it  me  with  gladnefs,  not  only  on 
account  of  M.  de  Turenne,  whofe  memory ,  he  faid , 
would  be  all  his  life  long  moft  dear  and  precious  to 
him,  as  taking  him  to  be  the  moft  confummate  General 
and  the  great  eft  man  he  ever  knew,  and  the  beft friend 
he  ever  had  *,  but  alfo,  in  regard  of  the  perfonal 
friendfhip  he  had  for  myfelf  in  particular .  He  how¬ 
ever  recommended  to  me,  never  to  permit  thefe  Me¬ 
moirs  to  be  perufed  by  any  perfon  whatever  till  after 
his  deceafe.  Having  return'd  his  Majefty  my  moft 
humble  thanks  for  this  favour,  I  promifed  him  I 
would  obey  his  commands which  promife  I  faithfully 
kept  as  long  as  he  lived.  This  gift,  from  the  hands  of 
fo  great  a  King ,  appeared  to  me  fo  valuable,  and  Jo 
greatly  tending  to  the  honour  of  the  late  M.  de  Tu- 
renne,  and  of  our  whole  family,  that  from  that  very 
moment  I  refolved,  as  I  told  his  Majefty,  when  I 
received  from  him  this  rich  prefent,  1  would  entail  it 
for  ever  on  the  eldeft  branch  of  our  family,  as  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  do  by  thefe  prefents ,  being  at  Rome  the 
16th  of  February,  in  the  Tear  1715,  and  having 
there  by  the  providence  of  God,  found  again  this  in- 
eftimable  book  which  I  had  miftaid. ,  and  defpaired 
of  ever  feeing  more. 

Signed,  The  Cardinal  de  Bouillon, 
Dean  of  the  Sacred  College, 
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The  Duke  of  YORK. 


BOOK  FIRST 

Of  the  Civil  Wan  in  FRANCE. 

THE  Duke  of  York  was  in  France  with  the  Queen  An.  i6$a. 
his  mother,  in  1652,  when  Cardinal  Mazarin’s  - 

return  having  render’d  the  Court  irreconcileable  to 
that  Minifter’s  enemies  this  Prince,  judging  the  war 
would  foon  be  rekindled  with  great  violence,  and  being 
extremely  defirous  to  capacitate  himfelf  to  do  the  King 
his  brother  all  ufeful  fervice,  whenever  an  opportunity 
fhould  offer,  he  refolved,  if  he  could  obtain  his  and  the 
Queen’s  leave,  to  make  a  campaign  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
Army  of  the  King  of  France.  The  Chevalier  Berkeley 
was  the  only  perfon  that  made  no  oppofition  to  this  de- 
fign  when  it  was  firfc  propofed ;  but  the  Duke  ftrenuoufly 
inlifting  upon  the  thing,  it  was  confented  to,  and  leave  was 
granted.  But  ftill  there  remained  a  difficulty,  not  fo  eafy 
to  be  overcome  as  the  firft }  nothing  was  fo  fcarce  as  mo¬ 
ney.  The  Court  of  France  was  then  at  Angers,  and  in 
very  neceffitous  circumftances  •  fo  that,  had  not  a  certain 
Gafcoin  Gentleman,  named  Gautier,  who  had  ferved  in 
England,  lent  him  three  hundred  piftoles,  it  would  have  been 
utterly  impoffible  for  him  to  have  gone  into  the  field. 

With  this  fmall  fum,  they  fell  to  work  upon  his  equi¬ 
page  :  the  King  his  brother  gave  him  a  fet  of  fix  horfes, 
which  the  Lord  Crofts  had  brought  from  Poland  :  they 
were  indeed  too  fmall  fora  coach,  but  they  ferved  to  mount 
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An.  1 65 2.  two  or  three  footmen  and  as  many  grooms :  two  mules 

—  ■  ■ —  were  hired  to  carry  to  the  Army  a  field-bed  and  the  final! 

baggage.  The  Duke  was  to  be  accompanied  only  by  the 
Chevalier  Berkeley  and  Colonel  Werden,  and  he  had  not 
one  led  horfe  for  change  in  cafe  of  neceffity.  Thefe  few 
preparatives  were  eafily  made  with  that  fecrecy  which  was 
neceflary  to  prevent  his  being  ft  opt,  as  ’tis  probable  he  would 
have  been,  had  his  defign  of  going  to  the  King’s  Army 
been  difeovered ;  befides,  that  he  could  not  handfomely 
have  taken  leave  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  his  unde,  to  go 
and  ferve  in  the  contrary  party  to  his.  To  avoid  this  in¬ 
convenience,  he  went  with  the  King  his  brother  to  S. 
Germain  en  Laye,  under  a  pretence  of  hunting  j  and  after 
he  had  ftaid  there  two  or  three  days,  he  took  his  leave 
and  departed  the  2  ill:  of  April,  to  go  and  join  the  Army. 

He  paTed  through  the  Fauxbourg  S.  Antoine ,  and  could 
not  get  further  than  Charentonthe  firft  night.  The  next 
day  he  reach’d  Corbeil.  Arriving  at  the  fuburb,  he 
there  found  fome  companies  of  the  regiment  of  guards,  a- 
gainft  whom  the  towns  people  had  fhut  the  gates.  The 
Duke  of  York,  tho’  he  much  doubted  whether  he  fhould  be 
admitted,  yet  put  it  to  the  hazard,  and  prefented  him- 
felf  at  the  gates  :  a  world  of  objections  were  made  to  him  j 
however,  at  laft,  he  by  fair  words  prevailed  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  on  foot,  and  on  condition  he  left  his  horfes  in  the  fub¬ 
urb.  Afterwards,  having  reprefented  to  the  magiftrates 
the  dangers  to  which  they  expofed  themfelves,  by  perfift- 
ing  to  refufe  entrance  to  the  King’s  troops,  they  at  laft 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  perfuaded,  though  ’tis  certain  had 
they  continued  in  their  obftinacy,  the  Court,  which  was 
then  got  to  Melun.  would  have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
to  have  polTelTed  themfelves  of  the  place,  both  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  ftrong  lituation  and  its  nearnefs  to  Paris  •  and 
if  the  King  by  this  unforefeen  accident  had  not  become 
mafterofit,  his  affairs  would  have  fuffered  greatly-  where¬ 
as  this  pofl  proved  afterwards  of  very  great  advantage  to 
him  upon  many  occafions. 

As  foon  as  ever  the  Court  was  informed  that  the  King’s 
troops  were  entered  into  Corbeil,  it  left  Melun  and  went 
thither,  where  the  Duke  of  York  waited  its  coming,  and 
by  its  arrival  he  got  a  finall  fupply  of  money,  which  he 
ftood  in  great  need  of,  not  having  above  twenty  piftoles 
left  when  he  came  into  that  town.  Jriis  equipage  was  aug¬ 
mented 
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merited  with  one  horfe  and  two  mules.  He  fet  out  the  An.  165 

fame  evening  for  Chatres,  with  feveral  volunteers  of  the  - . 

Court  who  accompanied  him,  and  there  he  found  the  Ar¬ 
my,  which  was  arrived  but  a  few  hours  before  him.  Be¬ 
fore  we  begin  a  relation  of  this  campaign,  and  thofe  which 
tollowed,  it  is  neceflary  to  go  back  a  little,  in  order  to 
lay  open  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  France. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  Court  was  reduced  to 
the  utmoft  extremity  :  the  number  of  fuch  as  continued 
faithful  fubjeds  to  the  King  was  fmall ;  even  thofe  whofe 
intereft  it  was  to  be  the  moft  zealous  for  the  fervice  and 
fafety  of  the  State,  were  the  principal  inftruments  in  the 
troubles  which  tore  it  to  pieces,  under  the  fpecious  pretence, 
which  has  been  conftantly  ufed  in  all  rebellions,  of  re¬ 
moving  evil  counfellors  from  the  King’s  perfon.  To  make 
this  complaint  the  more  plaulible,  declamatory  invedives 
were  levelled  at  the  Minifter,  and  great  cry  made,  that 
it  was  a  fhame  for  France  to  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  governed 
by  a  foreigner,  whilft  there  were  fo  many  Princes  of  the 
blood  fitter  and  more  capable  than  the  Cardinal  to  fuffain 
the  Adminiftration.  Thefe  Princes  were  at  the  head 
of  the  malecontents,  followed  by  moft  of  the  great  Lords 
and  men  of  rank  and  fortune  in  the  Kingdom :  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  cities  and  the  greater  number  of  the  Parliaments 
had  declared  for  them ;  and  though  the  Duke  of  Longuevillc 
had  not  openly  taken  any  fide,  it  was  well  known  he  inclin¬ 
ed,  and  all  Normandy  with  him,  to  that  of  the  Princes,  and 
that  he  only  affeded  to  be  neuter  till  fuch  time  as  he  could 
without  danger  join  the  ftrongeft.  Whatever  propofals 
could  be  made  him  on  the  part  of  the  King,  he  ftill  found 
pretences  to  elude  them,  and  to  excufe  himfelf  from  re¬ 
ceiving  him  into  Rouen,  at  a  time  when  the  greatelt 
towns  refufed  to  open  their  gates  to  him,  and  even  the 
leaft,  fuch  as  Corbeil,  followed  the  fame  example  ;  io 
univerfally  was  the  poifon  fpread  all  over  the  Kingdom. 

The  Spaniaids,  ever  intent  on  malting  their  advantages 
of  the  dilorders  of  France,  left  no  means  unattempted  to 
foment  them,  in  hopes  to  regain  in  a  lhort  time  the  places 
flie  had  taken  from  them,  and  which  had  coft  her  lo  ma¬ 
ny  years,  fo  much  labour,  fuch  eftiifion  of  blood  and  ex¬ 
pence  of  treafure:  nay,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  they 
had  vafter  defigns,  and  flattered  themfelves  with  the  hopes 
of  entirely  crulhing  this  Monarchy,  or  at  leaft  weakening 
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■An.  1652  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  fhould  not  for  a  long  time  be 

r'  able  to  attack  them :  but  they  took  wrong  meafures,  and 

their  precautions  and  policy  being  over-ltrained,  made 
all  their  fchemes  mifcarry.  Beftdes  money,  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  promifes,  which  they  fcattered  among  the  leaders  of 
the  malecontents,  they  fent  from  Flanders,  to  ftrengthen 
the  Army  of  the  Princes,  fome  troops  under  the  command 
of  the  Duke  de  Nemours,  who  had  gone  purpofely  to  Bruf- 
fels  to  ask  fuccours.  They  entered  France  early  in  the 
fpring,  to  the  number  of  about  7000  men,  horfe  and  foot, 
and  paffed  the  Seine  at  Mantes,  where  the  Duke  of  Sulli 
was  Governor,  and  who  might,  if  he  had  pleafed,  have 
refufed  them  paffage,  and  have  very  much  retarded  their 
junction  with  the  Army  of  the  Princes,  which  was  affem- 
bled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montargis.  From  the  time 
of  that  junction,  and  the  taking  of  Angers  by  the  King’s 
troops,  nothing  of  note  happened  till  the  affair  of  Blefneau, 
except  that  M.  de  Turenne,  whom  thefe  Memoirs  more 
efpecially  relate  to,  prevented  the  defign  which  the  ene¬ 
my  had  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  Gergeau  :  they 
had  already  fefo’d  one  end  of  the  bridge,  and  would  not 
have  been  long  before  they  had  poflelfed  themfelves  of 
the  place,  whofe  whole  defence  was  a  fingle  gate  and  a 
very  few  foldiers,  if  M.  de  Turenne  had  not  cafually  ar¬ 
rived  there  with  troops  enough  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  that  fcheme,  which,  if  it  had  fucceeded,  would  have 
been  of  great  advantage  to  them.  They  were  obliged  to 
retire  with  fome  lofs,  of  which  the  moft  confiderable 
was  that  of  M.  Sirot,  Lieutenant  General,  one  of  their 
bell  officers. 

The  Court  went  to  Gien,  where  the  Army  croll  the 
Loire,  and  took  up  their  quarters  round  Blelneau.  That 
of  the  Princes  advanced  to  Lorris.  Whillt  this  was  do¬ 
ing,  the  Prince  of  Conde  departed  fecretly  from  Guienne, 
where  his  affairs  were  in  a  very  bad  condition,  in  order 
to  go  to  Paris,  where  his  prefence  was  more  necelfary. 
He  was  not  attended  in  this  dangerous  journey  with  above 
four  or  five  perfons.  He  was  fcarce  arrived  there,  but 
he  was  obliged  to  fet  out  again  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Army  of  the  Princes  j  and  being  informed  in  what 
condition  the  King’s  troops  were,  he  refolved  to  attack 
them  in  their  quarters,  which  they  had  been  obliged  to 
extend  pretty  wide  for  the  conveniency  of  forage.  M.  de 
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Turenne  had  his  at  Briare,  and  thofe  of  Marfhal  d’Hoc-  A 
quincourt  were  at  Blefneau.  The  latter,  upon  advice  that  - 
the  Army  of  the  Princes  was  moving  towards  him,  order¬ 
ed  his  troops  in  cafe  of  alarm,  to  march  to  the  rendezvous 
he  had  appointed  them  between  M.  deTurenne’s  quarters 
and  his  own.  He  at  the  fame  time  fent  advanced  guards 
towards  the  enemy,  and  polled  dragoons  in  a  pals,  through 
which,  in  all  appearance,  they  were  to  come.  M.de  Tu¬ 
renne  having  been  likewife  inform’d  of  their  defign,  went 
himfelf  to  M.  d’Hoquincourr,  who  was  the  moll  expofed, 
to  advertife  him  of  it. 

The  dragoons,  on  whom  M.  d’Hoquincourt  had  relied, 
and  whom  he  fuppofed  capable  of  Hopping  the  enemy  in 
the  pals,  behaved  themfelves  ill ;  for  they  were  no  fooner 
attacked  but  either  through  cowardice  or  treachery,  they 
forfook  their  poll.  The  Prince  purfuing  his  advantage, 
fell  upon  M.  d’Hocquincourt’s  quarter,  which  after  a 
fhort  refiftance  was  forced,  not  without  fome  lofs  on 
both  fides.  The  beaten  troops  got  away  by  favour  of  the 
night,  loll  all  their  baggage,  and  their  terror  was  lb  great, 
they  forgot  the  rendezvous  which  had  been  appointed 
them.  The  enemy  who  were  hinder’d  by  the  night  from 
purfuing  them,  did  not  doubt  but  as  foon  as  it  grew 
light,  they  fhould  beat  M.  de  Turenne,  whom  they  knew 
to  be  near  them,  if  he  did  not  retire  in  time.  The  whole 
Kingdom  would  have  been  in  extreme  danger,  if  this  lit¬ 
tle  Army  had  been  put  to  the  rout.  The  King,  together 
with  all  his  Court,  could  hardly  have  efcaped  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  Princes ;  and  every  thing  was  to  be  feared, 
at  a  time  when  the  ambition  of  fome  great  men  knew  no 
bounds. 

As  foon  as  M.  de  Turenne  had  intelligence  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  approaching,  he  marched  out  of  his  quarters  to  the 
rendezvous,  at  the  fame  time  fending  out  fmall  parties, 
who  quickly  came  and  informed  him  that  M.  d’Hocquin¬ 
court’s  quarters  had  been  forced.  The  night  was  fo  dark, 
he  could  not  well  know  the  poll  he  had  taken.  It  was 
dangerous  to  advance,  the  enemy  being  fo  near,  and  to 
retreat  was  no  lefs  dangerous,  not  knowing  the  country 
well  enough.  He  was  afraid  of  intimidating  his  troops, 
and  putting  them  in  confulion  :  he  refolved  therefore  to 
Hay  where  he  was,  hoping  thereby  to  give  his  difperfed. 
troops  time  to  rejoin  him,  At  dawn  of  day,  when  he  • 
2  difcovered 
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Art.  1652.  difcovered  the  enemy,  he  obferved  with  much  joy,  that 

— he  could  poffefs  himfelf  of  a  very  advantageous  poll, 
where  they  could  not  come  at  him  without  palling 
through  a  very  narrow  defilee. 

Behind  this  defilee  he  drew  up  his  little  Army  in  bat¬ 
talia,  having  a  wood  on  the  one  fide,  and  a  great  pond  of 
water  oft  the  other.  Some  officers  propofed  to  him  the 
polling  along  the  wood  fome  fmall  parties  of  infantry,  the 
better  to  defend  the  paffes.  He  did  not  follow  their 
advice  ■  becaufe,  as  he  afterwards  told  the  Duke  of  York, 
the  enemies  infantry  being  more  numerous  than  his  by  one 
half,  they  would  have  found  it  no  hard  matter  to  drive 
them  out  of  the  wood,  which  muft  have  obliged  him  to 
have  gone  to  their  aftiftance,  and  would  have  fo  far  en¬ 
gaged  him,  that  he  could  not  have  avoided  the  intire  de¬ 
feat  of  his  troops.  He  thought  it  belt  to  leave  the  wood 
bare,  and  removed  himfelf  above  a  musket  fhot  off,  be¬ 
tween  the  wood  and  the  defilee.  In  this  fituation  he 
waited  for  the  enemy,  who  feeing  him  take  fuch  right 
meafures,  did  not  dare  to  attack  him.  They  continued 
on  both  fides  in  order  of  battle,  contenting  themfelves 
with  watching  and  canonading  each  other,  till  M.  deTu- 
renne  counterfeiting  a  retreat,  the  enemy  thought  they 
had  an  opportunity  to  charge  him,  and  marched  in  bat¬ 
talia  to  the  defilee.  Fifteen  or  twenty  fquadrons  had  al¬ 
ready  palled  it,  when  M.  de  Turenne  turned  upon  them, 
and  obliged  them  to  retire  with  fo  much  the  more  dis¬ 
order  and  precipitancy,  as  they  had  no  other  courfe  to  take 
to  avoid  being  entirely  cut  to  pieces;  and  as  the  main  body 
of  their  Army  was  advanced  near  the  defilee ,  the  King’s 
Army  refuming  their  former  poll,  with  their  canon  did 
terrible  execution  on  the  enemy,  who  in  their  hurry 
trod  down  each  other  in  heaps.  This  canonading  held 
all  the  reft  of  the  day. 

At  laft,  M.  d’Hocquincourt’s  troops  arrived  in  the  e- 
vening,  and  joined  M.  de  Turenne,  who  was  ftill  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  enemy,  and  now  the  match  was  not  altoge¬ 
ther  fo  unequal.  It  is  not  known  who  retreated  firft; 
be  that  as  it  will,  M.  de  Turenne  in  this  important 
adtion,  by  his  conduit  and  refolution,  faved  the  State, 
which  if  this  Army  had  been  defeated,  would  have  had  no 
refource  at  all,  or  at  leaft  would  have  buffered  fuch  a  con- 
cuflion  as  it  would  not  ealily  have  recovered, 


After 
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After  this  action,  the  Prince  of  Conde  left  the  Army  An.  1652. 
to  go  to  Paris,  where  he  was  received  with  great  applaufe,  - 
his  party  exaggerating  his  advantages  far  beyond  the  truth. 

His  abfence  was  a  great  prejudice  to  the  interefts  of  the 
cabal.  There  was  no  body  left  to  command  the  army  in 
chief •  M.  de  Tavannes  commanded  only  the  troops  of  the 
Prince,  M.  de  Valon  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and 
M.  deClincbamps  the  Spaniards :  though  they  had  all  three 
of  them  both  courage  and  capacity,  not  one  of  them  had  a 
head  for  leading  an  Army ;  and  that  happened  which  always 
does  happen,  when  there  is  no  chief  Commander  over  all 
the  troops  in  general ;  though  they  had  one  and  the  fame  in- 
tereft  in  common,  they  were  divided  in  their  deligns,  and 
jealoufy  fpoilt  all.  M.  de  Turenne  was  too  wife  not  to 
improve  this  mifunderftanding  :  though  the  Armies  were 
at  no  great  diftance  from  each  other,  he  found  means  to 
amufe  the  enemy,  and  to  order  his  motions  fo  dexteroufly, 
that  by  making  long  marches  in  concert  with  the  Court, 
he  artftilly  flipt  in  between  them  and  Paris  ■  and  though 
he  had  a  large  compafs  to  fetch,  his  diligence  was  fuch, 
that  he  got  to  Chatres  the  one  and  twentieth  of  April, 
when  the  enemy  were  but  at  Etampes.  The  Court  then 
might  have  gone  to  Paris,  as  had  been  refolved  on  •  the 
moft  confiderable  of  the  King’s  party  in  that  city,  nay, 
even  Cardinal  de  Retz  was  for  it :  but  whether  the 
Court  wanted  courage,  or  the  artifices  of  Mazarin’s 
enemies,  who  had  a  mind  to  frighten  him,  prevailed, 
it  ftaid  at  Melun,  and  came  to  Corbeil  much  about  the 
fame  time  as  M.  de  Turenne  arrived  at  Chatres  with  the 
Army,  where  the  Duke  of  York  joined  him. 

Some  days  paffed,  and  nothing  confiderable  happened  : 
the  parties  which  were  fent  towards  Etampes  often  brought 
away  horfes  which  were  out  a  foraging,  and  fome  prifon- 
ers,  who  reported  that  the  enemy’s  whole  Army  was  quar¬ 
tered  in  the  town  and  fuburbs.  Mademoifelle  fent  a 
trumpet  to  M.  de  Turenne,  to  defire  a  paffport  to  go  to 
Paris :  fhe  was  coming  from  Orleans,  where  her  prefence 
and  interefthad  prevailed,  and  caufed  that  city  to  declare 
for  the  Princes,  and  fhe  could  not  return  to  Paris  without 
palling  through  both  Armies.  M.  de  Turenne  was  fcrupu- 
lous  of  granting  her  a  paffport  without  leave  of  the  Court, 
whither  he  difpatched  an  expreftj  but  before  his  return, 
Jiaving  confidered  that  he  might  make  fome  advantage 

of 
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Au.  1652  of  this  requeft  of  the  Princefs,  and  knowing  the  dayffie 

- -  was  to  reach  Etampes,  he  fent  her  a  paffport.  It  was  told 

M.  de  Turenne  by  the  parties  he  had  fent  out,  that  the 
enemy  had  not  been  foraging  for  two  or  three  days  paft, 
from  whence  he  guefs’d  Ihe  was  to  fee  the  Army  drawn  up 
that  day,  which  was  the  third  of  May  ■  that  the  next  day 
fhe  would  fet  out  for  Paris  -0  that  the  enemy  not  going  to 
forage  till  the  fourth,  they  would  be  obliged  to  make  a 
great  one,  after  having  put  it  off  fo  long ;  that  as  moft  of 
the  General  Officers  would  not  fail  to  attend  Mademoifelle 
part  of  the  way,  the  foraging  would  be  performed  without 
much  precaution.  All  thefe  circumftances  having  been 
well  confidered,  he  refolved  with  M.  d’Hocquincourt  to 
march  all  night  with  the  Army  :  he  left  in  Chatres  no 
more  than  a  hundred  horfe  and  one  regiment  of  foot  to  guard 
the  town  and  baggage.  In  an  hour’s  time  the  whole  Army 
was  in  motion :  they  began  their  march  at  eight  a-clock 
in  the  evening  with  great  filence  and  much  order :  the  de- 
fign  was  to  poll;  themfelves  between  the  enemy’s  army 
and  the  city  of  Orleans,  and  fo  intercept  the  foragers,  who 
it  was  fuppofed  would  be  found  in  the  field  on  that  fide. 

They  paffed  all  the  defiles  before  fun-rifing  j  M.  d’Hoc¬ 
quincourt  led  the  van,  it  being  his  turn.  It  was  necefiary 
to  go  fomewhat  about,  to  get  between  Etampes  and  Or¬ 
leans  ;  which  being  done,  the  Army  began  to  form  into 
order  of  battle,  when  advice  was  brought  by  fome  who 
had  been  fent  out  to  get  intelligence,  that  the  enemy, 
inftead  of  being  a  foraging,  had  their  Army  in  battalia  a 
league  off,  in  a  plain  above  Etampes.  A  refolution  was 
presently  taken  to  march  towards  them  and  give  them 
battle  j  but  as  foon  as  they  perceived  from  a  rifing  ground, 
the  King’s  Army,  whofe  march  till  then  they  knew  nothing 
of,  they  began  to  retire  into  the  town  :  the  cavalry  was  or¬ 
dered  to  trot  briskly  after  them,  in  hopes  to  charge  their  rear 
before  it  could  be  under  cover ;  and  the  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery  were  ordered  to  follow  with  all  poffible  diligence. 

The  enemy  inftead  of  going  out  to  forage  that  day,  as 
it  was  judged  they  would,  drew  out  their  Army  to  let 
Mademoifelle,  who  was  to  depart  in  the  morning,  fee  it 
in  order  of  battle.  When  their  Generals  efpied  the 
King’s  Army,  they  asked  her  advice.  She  anfwer- 
ed,  they  muft  follow  the  orders  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
and  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  immediately  put  herfelf  on 

her 
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her  journey.  They  made  fuch  hafte  to  get  their  Ar- An.  1652. 
my  into  the  tov^n,  that  before  M.  de  Turenne  and  M.  ■ 
d’Hocquincourt  had  gained  the  rifing  ground  above  the 
town,  the  enemy  were  in  fafety .  This  precipitate  retreat  oc- 
cafioneda  new  refolution,  which  was  to  attack  the  fuburbs  : 
orders  were  fent  to  the  infantry  to  difpofe  themfelves  for  it 
as  they  marched,  and  to  make  proper  detachments. 

Etampes  lies  in  a  bottom  :  a  fmall  river  flows  along  the 
fide  of  its  walls,  and  afterwards  lofes  itfelf  in  the  Seine 
at  Corbeil ;  that  fide  of  the  town  and  fuburb  which  is  on 
the  right  as  you  go  from  Chatres,  is  commanded  by  a 
fmall  eminence,  the  whole  plain  whereof  may  be  difcover- 
ed  from  the  top  of  one  of  the  higheft  round  towers  that  is 
any  where  to  be  met  with  •  the  walls  are  flanked  with 
fmall  towers,  which  are  not  canon-proof ;  they  are  only 
furrounded  by  a  dry  ditch  towards  Chatres ;  the  fuburb 
towards  Orleans  is  encompalTed  with  the  river  and  a 
brook  which  join  each  other  at  the  gate  of  Orleans,  the 
only  gate  by  which  the  town  can  have  communication 
with  this  fuburb.  Here  the  enemy  had  nine  regiments  of 
infantry,  among  others  thofe  of  Conde,  Conti,  and  Bur¬ 
gundy  •  the  auxiliary  troops  of  the  Low  Countries  ;  to 
wit,  Berio,  Pleur,  Vauge,  la  Motte,  Pelnitz,  &c.  and 
about  five  hundred  horfe.  They  were  entrenched  behind 
the  brook  which  covered  all  that  fide,  except  a  fmall 
fpace  near  the  gate,  where  they  had  thrown  up  a  good  line. 

The  King’s  infantry  attacked  the  enemy  as  foon  as  they 
arrived ;  they  fcarce  ftaid  for  the  coming  of  the  canon, 
which  made  two  or  three  difcharges  againft  the  intrench- 
ments,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  doing  any  great  exe¬ 
cution,  as  to  give  notice  it  was  arrived.  M.  d’Hocquin- 
court’s  infantry  which  had  the  right,  made  their  attack  on 
the  brook  fide  :  they  marched  up  to  the  brink,  receiving 
the  enemies  fire  •  but  fome  officers  having  founded  it 
with  their  pikes,  and  found  it  deeper  than  it  was  thought 
to  be,  they  retired  in  good  order,  and  marched  a  little  high¬ 
er  towards  a  mill. 

M.  de  Turenne  ordered  M.  de  Gadagne,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  marines,  to  make  his  attack  on 
the  left  near  the  town,  which  place  having  but  one  line  to 
defend  it,  was  carried  without  much  refiftance.  This  was 
the  only  place  that  was  ill  defended,  though  it  was  of  the 
greateft  confequence  3  for  that  being  taken,  there  was  no 

longer 
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An.  1 652. longer  any  communication  between  the  town  and  fuburb- 

""  11  —  Immediately  upon  this,  the  ftreet  was  barricaded  over  a- 

gainft  the  gate.  M.  de  Turenne  made  his  whole  infantry 
enter  here,  and  they  made  way  for  the  cavalry,  at  the 
head  whereof  entred  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt,  but  he  was 
come  in  fuch  a  hurry,  that  he  forgot  to  give  his  orders  to 
the  reft  of  his  wing  what  they  fhouid  do,  fo  that  the  whole 
body  of  them  would  have  entered  the  fuburb,  had  not  M. 
de  Turenne  gone  and  ftopt  them  all,  except  two  or  three 
of  the  foremoft  fquadrons  which  were  already  got  in.  He 
ordered  them  to  go  and  remain  on  the  eminence  where 
his  cavalry  was  pofted ;  he  having  in  the  fuburb  more 
horfe  than  he  wanted  to  fupport  the  foot  •  and  had  any  more 
of  them  come  in,  the  enemy  who  were  in  the  town  might 
have  taken  advantage  of  it,  by  going  out  at  the  other  gate, 
and  fo  have  fain  on  the  cavalry  which  was  without ;  for 
“without  reckoning  what  troops  the  enemy  had  in  the  fub- 
urbs,  they  had  in  the  town  as  many  horfe  and  foot  as  there 
were  in  the  King’s  Army. 

Mean  while  the  regiment  of  Picardy,  with  the  reft  of 
M.  d’Hocquincort’s  infantry,  pafted  the  brook  at  the 
mill,  attack’d  the  enemy  vigoroufly,  who  as  vigoroufly 
defended  themfelves ;  and  after  they  were  forced,  made 
a  refoiute  retreat  from  wall  to  wall,  and  from  poft  to 
poft.  On  the  other  fide,  M.  de  Turenne’s  infantry  ha¬ 
ving  finifhed  their  traverfe  againft  the  town,  turned  to  the 
right,  and  attacked  in  flank  the  regiment  of  Burgundy, 
which  defended  the  line  •  but  though  the  attack  was  one 
of  the  moft  violent  that  could  be,  and  the  canon  did 
terrible  execution  on  the  enemy,  yet  they  obftinately 
difputed  every  wall  which  inclofed  the  gardens,  the  back- 
fides  whereof  terminated  at  the  line :  they  had  here  made 
openings  for  fix  men  to  pafs  abreaft,  as  they  marched  a- 
long  this  line.  It  was  in  this  place  they  made  fo  vigorous 
a  reliftance,  that  they  drove  the  affailants  from  the  walls 
which  they  had  gained,  beat  them  back  fo  far,  and  put 
them  into  fo  great  diforder,  that  had  it  not  been  for  Tu¬ 
renne’s  regiment  which  ftopt  their  impetuofity,  and  gave 
the  others  time  to  rally,  the  whole  advantage  which  had 
been  before  obtained  would  have  been  in  danger  of  being 
loft  ■  but  the  enemy’s  brunt  being  born,  they  were  again 
pufh’d  from  one  wall  to  another,  to  the  very  laft  of  all. 
where  taking  new  fpirit,  they  a  fecond  time  repulfed  the 
z  affailants 
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affailants  into  an  adjacent  clofe,  and  made  a  great  (laugh- An.  1652, 
ter  of  them.  * — — 

The  enemy  had  been  purfued  the  laft  time  with  too 
much  heat  and  fo  little  order,  that  the  King’s  horfe  and 
foot  were  huddled  together.  The  enemy  did  not  pufh  their 
advantage  further,  but  contented  themfelves  with  keeping 
their  laft  wall,  whilft  the  affailants  rallied  again  under  the 
fhelter  of  that  which  was  neareft  it  j  fo  that  there  was  left 
an  inclofure  between  both  :  and  for  a  time  they  contented 
themfelves  with  firing  briskly  at  each  other.  The  Duke 
of  York,  who  was  prefent  at  this  warm  attack,  faw  an 
officer  of  the  enemy  named  Dumont,  a  Major  of  Conde’s 
regiment,  attempt  an  adtion  capable  of  (topping  the  courfe 
of  this  victory,  if  it  had  been  feconded :  he  came  out  of 
his  rank  with  his  pike  in  his  hand,  and  advancing  twenty 
paces,  which  was  the  breadth  of  the  before  mentioned 
clofe,  expofed  himfelf  to  all  the  fire  of  the  affailants  •  but 
no  body  following  him,  he  was  fain  to  retire.  He  repeat¬ 
ed  this  dangerous  experiment  three  times,  without  re¬ 
ceiving  the  lead:  hurt  j  it  fired  the  King’s  troops  with  e- 

•  mulation.  It  was  a  dangerous  thing  to  go  diredMy  to  the 

1  breach  or  opening,  which  was  defended  by  fo  many  brave- 
fellows.  An  officer,  whofe  name  I  have  forgot,  went  out 
'  at  the  aperture  of  the  wall  which  the  affailants  poffeft, 
and  in  fight  of  the  enemy  advanced  quite  up  to  that 
:  which  they  defended :  he  was  followed  by  as  many  of  his 
own  men  as  could  fecure  themfelves  from  being  fired  upon. 

;  The  clofe,  as  I  obferved  before,  was  narrow,  and  there 
-  was  now  but  one  wall  between  the  two  parties  •  here 
I  was  fought  a  very  fingular  fort  of  combat  •  the  wall  being 

•  built  with  large  (tones,  both  fides  roll’d  them  down  on 
‘  each  other  •  and  it  began  to  be  confiderably  diminifhed, 

■  when  the  King’s  troops  having  found  a  fmall  eminence 

from  whence  they  could  take  the  enemy  fide-ways,  they 
fired  on  them  fo  opportunely,  that  feeing  themfelves  at- 

>  tack’d  in  flank  and  front,  and  the  place  not  tenable,  they 
quitted  their  laft  wall,  and  retreated  into  a  church  juft 
by,  whither  the  regiment  of  Picardy  had  likewife  pufh’d 
thofe  they  had  attacked ;  they  could  not  defend  themfelves 

§  there,  and  asked  quarter,  which  was  granted  them.  Their 
1  cavalry  eroded  the  brook,  and  got  off,  after  they  had 
loft  the  Baron  de  Briole  who  commanded  them,  and  the 

>  Cpunt  de  Furftyjxibcrgj  who  were  bo^  killed, 
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An.  1 6 ;  2 .  During  this  engagement  in  the  fuburb,  the  enemy  who 

— — —  were  in  the  town  made  fome  Tallies  to  force  the  barri¬ 
cade,  and  pullied  the  King’s  troops  fo  briskly,  that  if  M. 
de  Turenne  had  not  himfelf  advanced,  and  fupported 
them  with  a  fquadron  of  his  cavalry,  within  piftol  fhot 
of  the  town,  the  barricade  would  have  been  in  danger 
of  being  forced.  All  depended  on  this  pod,  the  lofs 
whereof  would  have  been  attended  with  the  entire 
overthrow  of  the  troops  which  were  actually  engaged 
in  the  fuburb;  but  the  relief  which  M.  de  Turenne 
brought  fo  timely,  the  ammunition  which  he  caufed  to 
be  dilfributed,  and  M.  de  Gadagne’s  intrepidity,  rendred 
ineffectual  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  who  made  two 
Tallies  more,  but  were  repulfed  with  lofs. 

Of  the  nine  regiments  of  infantry  which  the  enemy 
had  in  this  fuburb,  fcarce  a  man  efcaped  ;  there  were 
nine  hundred  killed,  and  feventeen  hundred  taken  pri- 
foners.  The  chief  of  the  latter  were,  Briol,  Marfhal 
de  Camp  ;  Montal,  who  commanded  the  regiment  of 
Conde  •  Dumont,  Major  of  the  fame  regiment,  whom 
the  Duke  of  York  took  notice  was  the  perfon  that  had 
diftinguiffied  himfelf  with  fo  much  bravery  at  the  at¬ 
tack  of  the  laft  wall  ;  the  Baron  de  Berio,  Marfhal  de  Ba- 
taille*  Vange;  Pleur ;  la  Motte.  The  King’s  army  loft 
at  leaft  five  hundred  men,  but  nobody  of  any  diftinction 
among  them:  The  young  Count  de  Quince  was  fhot 
through  the  body,  and  Count  Carlo  de  Broglio  in  the 
arm,  of  which  they  both  recovered. 

This  adtion  was  as  bold  as  it  was  fortunate;  the  Gene¬ 
rals  would  not  have  attempted  it  had  they  known  th« 
weaknefs  of  their  infantry,  which  did  not  amount  to  two 
thoufand  men,  whereas  it  was  to  have  been  at  leaft  five 
thoufand ;  the  march  being  made  on  a  fudden,  and  in 
the  dark,  all  the  foldiers  who  were  detached  could  not 
join  the  army  before  the  attack  was  over.  The  enemy 
had  three  thoufand  foot  in  the  town,  and  the  like  num¬ 
ber  in  the  fuburbs,  without  the  horfie;  but  the  diforder 
which  was  obferved  to  be  among  them  on  the  arrival 
of  the  King’s  troops  at  the  eminence,  the  confufion 
with  which  they  retired,  and  the  little  harmony  there 
commonly  is  where  the  command  is  divided,  was  what 
probably  determined  the  Generals  to  attack  them. 


If 


Duke  of  Y  O  R  K.  3 55; 

If  the  enemy  had  been  attentive  to  the  faults  com-  An.  i 652- 
mitted  by  the  King’s  army,  they  might  have  taken  hold 
of  a  fair  opportunity  they  had  to  have  routed  it  in 
its  retreat.  M.  d’Hocquincourt,  without  minding  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  M.  de  Turenne  followed  him  with  the  rear¬ 
guard,  which  he  was  a  long  while  getting  together, 
becaufe  of  the  great  number  of  foldiers  who  bulled  them- 
felves  in  plundering  the  fuburb,  marched  on  with  the 
van,  without  once  halting,  diredtly  to  Etrechi ;  the  enemy, 
by  going  out  at  the  Paris  gate,  might  have  got  between 
them  and  beat  them  both  7  but  they  contented  themfelves 
with  attacking  the  rear-guard  as  it  was  retiring  on  the 
fide  of  the  barricade,  and  prefied  it  fo  hard,  that  M.  de 
Turenne  was  obliged  to  repair  thither  in  perfon  with 
the  cavalry  to  bring  it  off!  As  foon  as  he  arrived  on  the 
eminence,  the  Chevalier  Berkeley  told  him  the  van  was 
gone  •  to  which  he  anfwered,  lhrugging  up  his  llioulders, 
that  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  it.  The  danger  was  fo 
much  the  greater  in  that  they  were  incumbred  with  the 
prifoners  they  carried  away  with  them.  They  marched 
on  with  all  poflible  expedition,  and  their  fears  were  not 
over  till  they  got  to  Etrechi.  Next  day  the  whole  army 
returned  to  Chatres. 

This  good  fuccels  retrieved  the  King’s  affairs  conlider- 
ably,  and  railed  the  Cardinal’s  courage  not  a  little.  He 
fent  orders  to  M.  de  Turenne  to  block  up  the  enemy 
in  Etampes,  where  they  began  to  want  forage.  Before 
every  thing  could  be  difpofed  in  readinefs,  the  forage 
about  Chatres  being  entirely  confumed,  it  was  neceffary 
for  the  army  to  march  to  Palaifeau,  where  it  remained 
till  the  twenty  fixth,  when  it  came  and  encamped  hard 
by  Etrechi,  and  next  day  advanced  within  a  league  of 
Etampes.  They  began  to  throw  up  a  line  of  contra- 
vallation  within  musket-fhot  of  the  place,  on  the  brow 
of  a  hill.  As  foon  as  the  enemy  perceived  it  they 
made  frequent  fallies  to  interrupt  the  work,  in  one  of 
which  they  cut  off  about  a  hundred  workmen  before  the 
guard  could  get  on  horfeback ;  but  they  were  vigoroufly 
repulfed  by  the  Marquis  de  Richelieu,  who  commanded 
it.  The  next  day  the  lines  were  almoft  compleated  7 
they  could  not  be  very  good  becaufe  of  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  which  was  very  ftony,  and  for  want  of 
tools  and  wood?  there  being  none  all  thereabouts. 
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,  Some  infantry  were  lodged  in  the  ruins  of  the  fuburb, 

-  which  the  enemy  had  burnt  when  they  found  they  were 
going  to  be  attacked  again.  The  army  was  encamped 
within  lefs  than  canon-lhot  of  the  place,  but  received 
no  damage  therefrom,  becaufe  it  is  in  a  bottom;  but 
the  enemy  could  difcover  from  the  top  of  a  very  high 
tower,  already  mentioned,  all  that  palled  in  the  camp, 
which  was  a  very  great  advantage  to  them.  M.  de 
Turenne  laid  a  bridge  over  the  river  to  hinder  their 
going  out  to  forage;  and  preparations  were  making 
to  lay  feveral  more,  which  would  have  cooped  them 
up,  and  in  a  fhort  time  have  ftarved  them,  but  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain  came  and  broke  all  thefe  meafures. 
That  Prince  had  given  the  Cardinal  fuch  pofitive  allii- 
rances  of  continuing  attached  to  his  intereft,  that  he  lent 
orders  to  the  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  Governor  of  Lorrain, 
to  permit  the  Duke  to  draw  his  troops  together,  which 
v/erc  fcattered  up  and  down ;  but  they  were  no  fooner 
got  together  in  a  body,  but  he  marched  diredtly  into 
France,  and  declared  for  the  Princes,  with  whom  he  had 
fecretly  been  in  treaty  at  the  fame  time  as  he  was  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  negotiation  with  the  Cardinal. 

This  unlucky  incident  obliged  M.  de  Turenne  to 
alter  his  defign,  and  attack  Etampes  by  main  force  and 
make  a  pufh,  forefeeing  that  if  he  did  not  take  it  quick¬ 
ly,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  would  come  to  its  relief.  With 
this  intent  all  poffible  diligence  was  ufed  in  eredting 
batteries,  fome  on  the  lines,  and  others  in  the  bottom, 
againft  the  Orleans-gate  and  at  the  fame  time  againfb 
the  wall  between  that  gate  and  the  great  tower,  with 
a  view  to  batter  an  advanced  work  which  the  enemy 
had  made  there  a  little  nearer  to  the  gate  than  to 
die  tower.  In  the  night  M.  de  Gadagne,  with  a  thou- 
fand  detached  men,  gave  the  attack  there,  and  after  fome 
refiHance  became  mailer  of  it  without  conliderable  lofs, 
though  it  was  but  piftol-fhot  from  the  walls  of  the  place. 
M.  de  Turenne  had  caufed  fome  horfe  to  go  out  of  the 
camp  and  poft  themfelves  between  the  town  and  the 
lines  on  the  eminence,  to  prevent  M.  de  Gadagne’s 
being  Unprized  behind;  thefe  horfe  were  recalled  at  the 
dawning  of  the  day ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  fun  was  rifen, 
the  enemy  came  out  along  by  the  ditch  to  attack  the 
work  behind,  while  from  the  place  it  was  attacked  in 
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front.  Though  M.  de  Gadagne  did  all  that  could  be  ex-  An.  i6^2* 

pedted  from  a  good  officer,  he  was  driven  out  of  it,  and  — - - 

made  his  retreat  not  without  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 
along  the  ditch  to  the  barricade  which  he  had  made  be¬ 
fore  the  Orleans-gate.  He  was  thought  at  firft  to  be  loft 
by  his  not  returning  with  his  men  •  neither  did  he  get 
off  but  by  great  good  fortune,  being  got  in  amidft  the 
enemy’s  horfe  with  two  or  three  ferjeants,  and  as  many 
musketeers,  who  never  forfook  him,  but  helped  him  with 
great  bravery  to  difingage  himfelf.  He  was  not  at  all 
wounded,  though  he  received  above  twenty  ftrokes  of 
fwords  and  pikes  on  his  buff-coat,  the  goodnefs  whereof 
preferved  him.  M.  de  Turenne  was  gone  to  the  camp 
when  this  affair  happened,  having  been  all  night  in  the 
lines.  As  foon  as  he  heard  the  alarm,  he  catifed  all  his 
foot  of  his  quarter  to  march,  and  his  own  regiment  get¬ 
ting  thither  firft,  he  ordered  it  to  re-take  the  work.  This 
regiment  marched  immediately,  in  fight  of  both  armies, 
and  without  the  leaft  diverfion  being  made,  or  a  fingle 
fhot  fired  from  a  canon  to  favour  the  attack,  it  ad¬ 
vanced,  being  preceded  by  fome  foldiers  detached  from 
thofe  who  had  been  driven  from  the  work ;  but  a 
Captain  of  Picardy  who  led  thefe  latter  being  killed, 
they  betook  themfelves  to  flight,  and  hurried  along  with 
them  part  of  the  musketeers  of  the  left  of  the  regiment, 
which  however  was  not  at  all  difcouraged  at  the  acci¬ 
dent.  The  Captains  took  into  their  own  hands  the  co¬ 
lours,  and  went  at  the  head  of  their  foldiers,  without 
firing  a  piece,  till  they  got  to  the  foot  of  the  work, 
which  was  filled  with  the  enemy.  Then  the  affailants 
poured  in  upon  them  a  volley  of  all  their  fire-arms,  and 
advancing  to  within  a  pike’s  length,  they  charged  the  ene¬ 
my  with  fo  much  resolution  and  bravery  that  they  car¬ 
ried  the  work,  and  lodged  themfelves  on  it.  They  loft 
but  one  Captain  of  their  regiment,  one  or  two  fubaltern 
officers,  and  a  few  foldiers,  though  they  had  long  fuftained 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  whom  nothing  hindred  from  fir¬ 
ing  true,  fince  during  the  whole  action  neither  the  ca¬ 
non  nor  fmall  arms  fired  fo  much  as  a  fingle  iliot  from 
the  King’s  army.  All  who  faw  this  adtion  owned  they 
had  never  feen  a  bolder  or  a  warmer.  M.  de  Turenne 
himfelf,  and  moft  of  the  experienced  officers,  were  of  opi 
hion  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  carry  their  bravery 
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2.  fuch  lengths,  if  the  colours  had  not  been  continually  before 
—  the  foldiers  eyes ;  and  this  was  what  partly  determined  the 
regiments  afterwards  to  procure  new  colours,  the  old 
corps,  as  well  as  the  reft,  having  till  then,  through  a 
miftaken  glory,  affected  to  have  their  colours  fo  tattered 
and  ragged,  that  oftentimes  there  was  nothing  left  but 
the  ftaff.  The  regiment  of  Turenne  was  the  only  one 
that  then  had  them  the  moft  entire,  without  excepting 
the  French  guards,  for  there  were  no  Swifs  in  this  army. 

One  would  have  thought  after  this  action  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  day  would  have  been  fpent  in  repofe  •  but  the 
enemy  reflecting  on  the  facility  with  which  they  had  re¬ 
gained  the  work  in  the  morning,  and  weighing  the  im¬ 
portance  of  it,  refolved  to  attack  it  a  fecond  time,  and 
fall  upon  the  lines  at  the  fame  inftant.  In  the  afternoon, 
about  three  o’  clock,  they  fallied  out  with  twenty  fquadrons 
and  five  battalions.  M.  de  T urenne,  who  was  luckily  in  the 
lines,  commanded  the  troops  to  march  to  their  polls,  and 
fent  orders  to  all  the  infantry  which]  were  in  the  camp  to 
come  and  join  him.  Mean  while,  to  gain  time,  he  or¬ 
dered  to  march  out  of  the  lines  three  fquadrons  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Count  de  Rennel,  and  go  and  charge  the 
firft  body  of  the  enemy  which  was  approaching,  which 
he  did  with  great  intrepidity  and  firmnefs,  till  being  no 
longer  able  to  fuftain  fo  unequal  a  fight,  he  was  pulhed 
into  the  very  lines,  the  ditch  whereof  was  fo  poor  a  one, 
that  fome  of  the  troopers  who  could  not  enter  at  the  ave¬ 
nue  leaped  over,  and  there  were  but  very  few  horfes  that 
fell  down  in  attempting  it.  The  Count  de  Schomberg, 
who  was  then  but  a  volunteer,  was  wounded  in  the  right 
arm  as  he  was  Handing  upon  his  defence  in  the  avenue, 
which  had  no  barrier  to  it,  becaufe  there  was  not  found 
wood  enough  in  the  country  to  make  one.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  at  the  time  he  cidered  the  Count  de  Rennel  to 
march  out,  advanced  himfelf  with  two  fquadrons  to¬ 
wards  the  avenue,  imagining  that  the  enemy  would 
make  their  principal  pufli  there.  Affairs  were  in  a  me¬ 
lancholy  fituation ,  no  troops  came  to  affift ;  the  enemy 
was  approaching  with  three  battalions  and  feveral  fqua¬ 
drons,  fome  of  which  were  within  piftol  Ihot,  waiting 
for  the  infantry,  who  were  not  above  half  a  musket  Ihot 
off.  There  were  not  in  the  lines  to  defend  them  more 
than  two  fquadrons  of  horfe,  fome  centinels  at  certain 
'  '  ‘  diftances? 
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diftances,  who  inftead  of  galling  the  enemy,  difcovered  An.  1653. 

a  great  deal  of  weaknefs  •  there  were  no  canoneers  at  the  — - —» 

batteries,  and  no  hope  cf  any  confiderable  reinforcement 
of  infantry  which  could  arrive  in  this  preffing  neceffity, 
moil  of  them  having  been  fent  to  the  Orleans  fuburb  on 
account  of  the  action  in  the  morning.  In  fhort,  it  was 
thought  we  were  fo  near  being  attacked,  that  the  Duke 
of  York,  who  rode  on  a  pad-nag,  began  to  think 
he  fhould  not  have  time  to  change  him,  though  they 
brought  him  a  war-horfe,  or  to  put  on  his  armour,  with 
which  lie  caufed  himfelf  to  be  accoutred  as  he  fate  on 
horfeback.  There  arrived,  that  inftant,  two  hundred 
musketeers  of  the  regiment  of  guards ;  which  was  all 
that  could  begot  together  in  the  camp.  M.  de  Turenne 
recommended  to  them,  inftead  of  flaying  to  fire  all  at  once, 
to  take  good  aim,  which  order  they  observed  fb  well,  that 
never  was  fo  much  execution  done  by  fo  fmall  a  num¬ 
ber  of  foldiers:  At  the  firft  difeharge  they  fetched  down 
fo  many  officers  and  troopers,  and  made  fuch  lanes  in 
the  three  firft  fquadrons  that  they  thought  fit  to  remove 
further  off.  They  afterwards  fired  on  the  infantry  which 
was  ftill  advancing,  but  by  good  fortune  they  found  in 
their  way  a  fmall  rideau  which  covered  them  their  whole 
height,  and  they  were  fo  well  pleated  with  their  fereen, 
that  no  exhortation,  nor  blows,  nor  threats,  could  make 
them  ftir  a  ftep  farther  •  they  contented  themfelves  with 
firing  briskly  on  the  lines,  till  the  cavalry  from  the  other 
quarters  coming  to  the  relief  of  the  lines,  the  enemy 
thought  it  beft  to  retire. 

They  had  no  better  fuccefs  in  attacking  the  work;  for 
having  further  to  go  before  they  could  get  to  it,  thofe 
who  had  the  guard  of  it  had  time  to  make  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.  M.  de  Traci,  who  commanded  the  Ger¬ 
man  cavalry  which  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of 
France,  having  been  advertifed  in  his  quarter  of  what  had 
paffed,  thought  it  proper  to  march  between  the  lines  and 
the  town ;  he  met  thofe  of  the  enemy  that  were  going 
to  attack  the  work  ;  though  he  had  but  four  fquadrons, 
and  was  very  much  inferior  in  number,  he  charged  them 
fo  roughly,  that  having  flopped  their  progrefs,  he  gave 
time  to  the  other  troops,  commanded  by  the  Marquis 
de  Richelieu,  to  come  and  fecond  him.  With  this  rein¬ 
forcement  the  enemy  were  charged  a  fecond  time,  and 
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An.  1652  forced  to  retire  in  great  diforder;  but  as  they  were  near 

-  — the  town,  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  pufh 

them  too  far.  Moft  of  the  King’s  troops  arriving  in 
the  lines,  and  the  enemy  retiring,  feveral  officers  were 
urgent  with  M.  de  Turenne  to  purfue  them,  to  whom 
he  anfwered,  that  as  they  were  too  near  their  walls,  he 
could  not  do  them  any  great  mifchief,  and  fliould  expofe 
himfelf  to  the  hazard  of  lofing  too  many  men,  and  to 
the  danger  of  being  forced  to  retreat  in  diforder. 

The  enemy  were  fo  mal-treated  in  this  enter  prize, 
wherein  they  loft  abundance  of  men  and  above  threefcore 
officers,  that  from  that  time  they  were  cured  of  their 
longing  to  give  us  any  more  vifits.  They  were  hard 
preffed  at  the  Orleans-gate  and  the  advanced  work  which 
had  been  taken  from  them,  and  the  Miners  were  by  this 
time  at  the  wall,  when  news  came  that  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  was  marching  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  and  that  a  bridge  of  boats  was  preparing  for  him  a 
little  above  Charenton.  This  advice  obliged  M,  de 
Turenne  to  raife  the  fiege,  that  he  might  not  be  ffiut 
in  between  two  armies  of  the  enemy  :  Firft  were 
drawn  off  the  canon  of  the  batteries  which  were  neareft 
the  town ;  but  we  were  fo  ill  furniffied  with  draught- 
horfes,  that;  though  the  Court  fent  all  the  coach-horfes 
they  had,  not  excepting  thofe  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
we  could  not  fend  away  above  one  half  of  the  artillery 
the  day  before  we  decamped,  and  were  fain  to  wait  the 
return  of  the  horfes  to  draw  off  the  other. 

We  began  the  feventh  of  June,  the  army  being  in  bat¬ 
talia,  to  withdraw  the  troops  which  were  in  the  advanced 
work.  M.  de  Navailles  who  commanded  there,  made 
his  retreat  in  good  order,  though  the  enemy  preifed  him 
pretty  vigorously.  Then  the  army  began  to  march,  after 
having  fet  fire  to  the  huts.  Whilft  the  firft  line  made  a 
halt,  the  fecond  advanced  about  five  hundred  paces,  after 
which  it  faced  about  towards  the  town;  then  the  firft 
moved  on,  and  marched  leifurely  till  it  had  gained  the 
intervals  of  the  fecond  line,  and  continuing  till  it  was 
got  five  hundred  paces  beyond,  then  made  a  halt  and 
faced  about  towards  the  enemy,  in  like  manner  as  the 
fecond  had  done,  which  repeated  the  lame  movement  as 
before.  In  this  manner  did  the  army  retire  for  the  fpace 
pf  a  league,  and  indeed  it  was  a  very  fine  fight.  The 
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enemy  purfued  the  firftline  in  its  firft  movement,  skir-An.  16*2. 

mifhing  in  great  bodies  j  but  afterwards  they  attempted - - 

nothing  that  could  give  uneafinefs.  The  army  being  ar¬ 
rived  at  Etrechi  ftaid  there  two  or  three  days  ;  then 
lit  went  and  encamped  at  Itterville  near  Corbeil,  and 
[from  thence  proceeded  to  Balancourt,  where  M,  de 
Turenne  having  learned  that  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  was 
arrived  at  Villeneuve  S.  George,  he  haftened  on  with 
the  army  in  order  to  fall  on  him  before  he  could  be  joined 
by  the  enemy  that  had  been  left  in  Etampes.  The  four¬ 
teenth  the  army  croffed  the  Seine  at  Corbeil,  and  ufed 
fuch  diligence  that  it  came  upon  the  enemy  when  they 
leaft  expedted  it.  It  was  about  two  o’  clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  when  they  were  in  prefence  of  each  other  j  but 
they  could  not  engage  becaufe  of  a  brook  which  was  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  which  falls  from  la  Brie  into  the  Seine  j 
we  kept  along  the  fide  of  it  till  we  found  a  paffage. 

The  army  marched  all  night,  and  leaving  the  forefts  on 
the  left,  the  van  arrived  by  day-break  at  Gros-bois. 

Beaujeu,  who  was  employed  by  the  Cardinal  to  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain,  came  thither  with  Dagecourt,  Captain  of 
that  Prince’s  guards,  to  wait  on  M.  de  T urenne,  and  to 
make  propofafs  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Duke,  whereof 
the  principal  and  moft  urgent  was,  that  M.  de  Turenne 
would  advance  no  farther  j  but  he  would  not  fuffer  him- 
felf  to  be  over-reached  by  his  artifices :  He  continued 
his  march  j  and  being  informed  that  the  King  of  England 
was  arrived  that  fame  night  in  the  Duke’s  army,  to  do 
his  endeavours  in  a  negotiation  which  was  in  hand  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  Cardinal,  he  defired  the  Duke  of 
York  to  go  to  him  there  j  which  he  the  more  willingly 
complied  with,  becaufe  the  King  his  brother  had  iig- 
nified  to  him  that  he  fhould  be  glad  to  fpeak  with  him, 
and  that  he  had  M.  de  Lorrain’s  word  for  his  fafe  re¬ 
turn. 

That  which  occafioned  the  King  of  England  s  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain’s  army,  was  the  requeft 
the  latter  had  made  to  his  Majefty  to  be  mediator  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  Court  of  France,  guarantee  of  the 
treaty  which  was  on  the  point  of  being  concluded,  and 
in  order  thereto  to  do  him  the  honour  to  come  to 
his  army  and  after  the  affair  was  finifhed  to  carry  him 

to  the  Court,  whicl^  was  at  Melun.  The  King  of 
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An.  1652.  England  having  at  Paris  received  M.  de  Lorrain’s  let- 
- - ter,  wherein  he  made  him  thefe  propofals,  went  im¬ 
mediately  and  imparted  them  to  the  Queen  his  mo¬ 
ther,  who  was  at  Chaillot.  As  fhe  knew  the  Duke 
feldom  a&ed  a  fincere  part,  fhe  was  not  for  the  King’s 
being  engaged  for  him  •  but  the  earned:  defire  he 
had  to  contribute  to  an  affair  which  might  be  fo  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  Court,  determined  him  above  any 
other  confideration  whatever.  He  fet  out  that  very  in- 
ftant,  taking  in  his  coach  the  Lords  Rochefter,  Jermin, 
and  Crofts.  Arriving  at  Charenton  he  heard  that  the 
two  armies  were  in  fight  of  each  other,  and  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  he  there  met  with  an  exprefs  from  the  Duke 
to  defire  he  would  haften  his  coming.  When  he  was 
got  to  Villeneuve  S.  George,  he  found  that  Prince 
buftling  about  and  very  uneafy,  on  account  of  M.  de 
Turenne’s  unwelcome  neighbourhood.  Then  it  was  thatM. 
de  Beaujeu  and  the  Captain  of  the  guards  were  fent  to  him 
as  above-mentioned  with  propofals.  Mean  while,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  treaty  being  uncertain,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain 
prepared  for  battle.  He  pofted  himfelf  to  the  beft  advan¬ 
tage  that  the  ground  would  admit  of.  He  caufed  in  the 
night  time  five  redoubts  to  be  run  up  with  inexpreffible 
diligence  to  cover  the  front  of  his  army,  which  con- 
lifted  of  about  five  thoufand  horfe  and  three  thoufand 
foot,  with  a  fmall  train  of  artillery  •  the  greateft  part  of 
the  foot  he  put  into  the  five  redoubts,  and  the  reft  he 
kept  in  refer ve  behind  the  middlemoft  redoubt  in  form 
of  a  large  battalion  -  moft  of  his  canon  was  planted  on 
an  eminence  above  thq  town,  hard  by  a  gallows  ;  his 
horfe  was  on  two  lines  behind  the  redoubts ;  he  had  a 
great  wood  on  his  right,  the  town  on  his  left,  on  which 
fide  he  could  not  be  attacked,  becaufe  of  a  very  fteep 
eminence  there.  In  this  fituation,  wherein  he  fhewed 
great  experience  and  judgment,  he  waited  for  an  engage¬ 
ment  or  a  conclufion  of  the  treaty. 

The  Duke  of  York  arriving  at  Villeneuve  S.  George, 
went  and  waited  on  the  King  his  brother,  who  told  him 
what  it  was  that  brought  him  thither,  and  defired  him  to 
leave  nothing  unattempted  to  bring  the  treaty  to  a  happy 
iffue,  fo  that  he  might  with  honour  get  out  of  foticklifli 
an  affair,  being  very  much  perplexed  about  the  courfe 
he  fhould  take  in  cafe  the  two  armies  came  to  adtion  j  it 

did 


\ 


Duke  of  YORK.  363 

did  not  become  him  on  the  eve  of  a  battleto  retire  without  An.  1652. 

fharing  the  honour  of  it ;  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  had  invited  — s - * 

him  to  come  and  help  him  to  conclude  his  treaty  with 
France,  he  lay  under  particular  obligations  to  him,  and 
was  in  his  quarters,  where  he  had  lodged  one  night  :  on 
the  other  hand,  he  was  under  the  King  of  France’s  pro¬ 
tection,  and  in  his  dominions;  he  received  a  penfion  from 
him,  which  was  the  foie  vifible  fupport  he  had  in  this 
conjuncture  to  fubfift  on ;  but  the  principal  confideration 
was,  that  if  he  fought  for  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  it  would 
look  as  if  he  countenanced  rebellion  againft  a  lawful 
King,  and  for  this  very  reafon  it  was  not  without  the 
utmoft  unwillingnefs  that  he  tarried  there,  knowing  the 
ill  impreffions  it  might  make  in  the  minds  of  people;  and 
yet  he  did  not  fee  how  he  could  withdraw  with  honour. 

In  this  perplexity  he  asked  the  Duke  of  York  what  pro- 
pofals  he  brought;  the  Duke  told  him  in  few  words,  that 
Turenne  required  that  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  ihould  im¬ 
mediately  defift  from  going  on  with  the  bridge  which 
he  was  making  over  the  Seine ;  that  he  fhould  engage 
to  quit  the  territories  of  France  in  a  fortnight,  and  at 
the  fame  time  give  his  word  never  to  afford  any  affiftance 
to  the  Princes ;  that  in  refpedt  of  the  firft  article,  M.  de 
Varenne,  who  was  come  on  purpofe  with  him,  had  or¬ 
ders  to  fee  the  execution  of  it  himfelf,  and  that  without  the 
performance  of  this  preliminary  M.  de  Turenne  would 
give  no  ear  to  any  thing.  The  King  who  knew  the  en¬ 
gagements  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  had  with  the  Prin¬ 
ces  anfwered,  that  he  very  much  feared  he  would  never 
fign  fuch  hard  conditions:  the  Duke  of  York  replied, 
that  he  was  fure  M.de Turenne  would  not  bate  a  tittle  of 
them.  At  the  fame  time  M.  de  Lorrain  came  into  the 
room;  the  Duke  of  York  immediately  prefented  him 
the  plan  of  the  treaty  ;  he  received  it  with  a  fneer  which 
was  cuftomary  with  him,  but  it  feemed  fomewhat  forced 
at  that  time.  He  prefently  confented  to  the  firft  article, 
and  inftantly  fent  away  an  officer  with  M.  de  Varenne 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  work  at  the  bridge;  but  for  the  reft 
he  protefted  that  nothing  fhould  oblige  him  to  fubmit 
to  terms  fo  difhonourable.  The  Duke  asked  him  if  he 
would  have  him  carry  that  anfwer;  he  replied,  he  could 
give  no  other;  and  imagining  that  this  young  Prince  (the 
Duke  of  York)  had  more  mind  for  an  adion  than  an 

accommodation. 
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accommodation,  he  begg’d  the  King  of  England  to  fendf 
along  with  him  the  Lord  Jermin,  to  try  to  obtain  of  M. 
de  Turenne  conditions  more  tolerable. 

M.  de  Turenne  this  while  loft  no  time,  but  advanced 
with  that  expedition  that  the  Duke  of  York  and  Lord 
Jermin  found  his  army  within  a  league  of  the  Lorrainers, 
inarching  on  in  battle  array.  The  Duke  of  York  reported 
to  him  M.  de  Lorrain’s  anfwer,  and  the  Lord  Jermin 
did  his  utmoft  to  prevail  on  him  to  recede  from  what 
feemed  to  be  too  harlh  in  his  propofals ;  but  he  would 
depart  from  no  one  thing  he  had  demanded ;  fo  Jermin 
went  back  to  acquaint  the  Duke  with  the  refult  of  his 
endeavours.  Jermin  was  very  earneft  with  the  Duke  of 
York  to  return  along  with  him,  in  hopes  to  gain  time, 
and  that  M.  de  Turenne  would  "not  fall  on  till  he  was 
come  back  with  a  final  anfwer  •  but  he  flatly  refufed  it,  af- 
furing  him  that  that  General  was  too  prudent  to  lofe  time, 
fince  he  knew  that  the  army  from  Etampes  followed  him 
fo  clofe }  that  it  was  every  moment  apprehended  that 
it  would  appear  on  t’other  fide  the  river 7  that  therefore 
he  made  no  doubt  but  the  armies  would  be  engaged  be¬ 
fore  he  could  return  :  he  added  finding,  that  his  prefence 
would  not  quicken  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  to  finifh  the 
affair  the  fooner,  but  that  M.  de  Turenne’s  approach 
would  be  a  far  better  means  to  determine  him  to  con¬ 
clude  it.  The  Lord  Jermin  departed  j  and  the  army  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  its  march  was  got  within  canon-fhot  of  the 
enemy,  when  the  King  of  England  came  himfelf  to  M. 
de  Turenne  to  make  the  ultimate  effort.  The  Vifcount 
begged  his  Majefty  to  excufe  him  if  he  ft  ill  infilled  on 
the  fame  conditions  which  he  had  fent,  adding  that  he 
was  fure  his  Majefty  had  the  King  his  Mailer’s  intereft 
too  much  at  heart  to  prefs  him  any  farther  to  make  any 
alterations  in  thofe  terms.  The  armies  were  fo  near, 
that  every  moment  was  precious,  and  therefore  King 
Charles  defired  M.  de  Turenne  to  fend  once  again  and 
no  more  to  M.  de  Lorrain  7  he  yielded  to  do  fo,  and  M. 
de  Gadagne  was  fent  with  the  conditions  in  writing,  and 
withal  was  ordered  to  tell  him  that  he  mull  either  fign 
them  or  fight.  He  went,  and  found  M.  de  Lorrain  on 
the  eminence  near  the  place  of  execution  before  men¬ 
tioned,  where  he  had  raifed  fome  batteries.  The  Duke, 
having  perufed  the  paper  which  was  prefented  to  him, 
.•'•••'•x .  '  ’  called 
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tailed  aloud  to  his  canoneers  to  fire,  but  it  was  pretty  An.  1652.’ 
apparent  that  they  had  been  before  forbid  to  obey.  M.  - 

de  Gadagne  told  him  flatly  that  they  durft  not,  and  re¬ 
peated  to  him  what  he  had  faid  to  him  at  firft  coming. 

That  he  muft  fign  if  not,  he  would  be  attacked  in  an 
inftant ;  upon  which  M.  de  Lorrain  at  laft  figned  the 
treaty,  and  M.  de  Gadagne  returned  and  carried  it  to 
M.  de  Turenne,  who  the  moment  he  received  it  made 
his  army  halt,  fent  to  demand  hoftages,  and  that  the  Duke 
fliould  order  his  troops  to  march :  he  gave  M.  de  Lig- 
neville  and  M.  Dagecourt,  the  Captain  of  his  Guards,  as 
fecurity  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty,  who  were  to 
be  releafed  fo  foon  as  M.  de  Vaubecourt,  who  was  or¬ 
dered  to  follow  the  Lorrainers,  fhould  fend  word  that 
they  were  out  of  the  territories  of  France. 

The  King  of  England,  after  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  went  and  viewed  M.  de  Turenne’s  army,  after¬ 
wards  went  and  took  his  leave  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain, 
and  then  returned  to  Paris,  He  was  hardly  fet  out  but 
the  two  Generals  met,  and  after  fome  cold  compliments 
on  both  Tides,  they  parted.  This  done,  M.  de  Lorrain 
immediately  caufed  his  army  to  march,  whilft  that  of 
M.  de  Turenne  remained  in  battle-array  j  the  Lorrainers 
entered  in  his  fight  a  long  and  very  narrow  defile, 
where  they  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  French ;  but  M.  de 
Turenne  was  a  more  religious  obferver  of  his  word  than 
M.  de  Lorrain.  The  troops  of  the  latter  were  no  Tooner 
in  the  defile,  but  the  army  of  the  Princes  appeared  on 
the  other  fide  the  Seine,  but  being  informed  of  what  had 
been  juft  before  tranfa&ed,  they  marched  to  Paris. 

M.  de  Turenne  ftaid  fome  daysatVilleneuveS.  George, 
from  whence  he  fet  out  the  twenty-firft  of  June,  and 
made  fmall  marches  to  Lagni,  where  he  palled  the 
Marne  the  fir  ft  of  July,  and  went  and  encamped  at  La 
Chevrette,  within  a  league  of  Saint  Denis,  where  the 
Court  was.  Marlhal  de  la  Ferte  had  joined  the  army 
at  Gorges  with  three  or  four  regiments  of  horfe  and  two 
of  foot,  whereof  one  was  his  own  and  the  other  Wall’s  j 
he  had  brought  thefe  troops  from  Lorrain. 

The  Duke  de  Beaufort,  a  great  favourite  with  the 
populace  of  Paris,  had  joined  M.  de  Lorrain  at  Vil- 
leneuve  S.'  George  with  five  hundred  Parifians  on 
Jiorfeback,  who  by  the  treaty  were  permitted  to  retire  ; 
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An.  1652. but  there  being  no  mention  made  of  their  General,  hd 
em*  conceived  himfelf  not  to  be  fafe  ;  and  having  no  mind 
to  make  trial  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  generality,  he  took  a 
trumpet  with  him,  crofs’d  the  Seine,  and  hurried  away  to 
Paris,  where  to  irritate  the  people  againft  the  King  of 
England,  he  malicioully  infinuated  as  if  it  was  by  his  per- 
fuafion  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  had  figned  the  treaty.  If 
his  Majefty  contributed  thereto,  as  it  was  his  intereft,  he 
was  not  originally  the  caufe  of  it,  fince  M.  de  Lorrain 
earneftly  defired  him  to  come  and  affift  him  to  conclude 
it.  This  report  however  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on 
the  multitude,  that  neither  the  King  nor  Queen  of  Eng¬ 
land,  nor  any  Englifhman  belonging  to  them  durft  for 
feveral  days  ftir  out  of  the  Louvre,  nor  lb  much  as  look 
out  at  the  windows,  for  fear  of  fome  infult,  or  at  lead: 
fome  abufive  language  ;  and  the  people’s  animofity  grew 
to  fuch  a  height  that  their  Majefties  were  forced  to 
leave  the  town  privately,  and  retire  to  S.  Germain  till  it 
Was  appealed. 

The  army  of  the  Princes  not  being  any  longer  able  to 
keep  the  field  againft  the  King’s  army,  after  having  failed 
of  their  junction  with  the  Lorrainers,  went  and  encamped 
near  S.  Cloud  behind  the  Seine.  M.  de  Turenne  having 
now  no  other  enemies  to  deal  with,  refolved  to  attack 
them  wherever  he  met  with  them,  and  ordered  a  bridge 
of  boats  to  be  begun  the  very  day  that  he  reached  La 
Chevrette:  as  the  Seine  is  very  broad  there,  it  required 
time  to  make  it  ;  and  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  difturbing 
the  workmen,  Marihal  de  la  Ferte’s  tWo  regiments  of 
infantry  were  polled  in  an  illand,  at  the  point  whereof 
the  Army  was  defigned  to  pafs.  The  enemy  durft  at¬ 
tempt  nothing;  the  King’s  Army  had  the  advantage  of 
the  ground,  which  on  their  fide  was  higher  than  on  the 
other  :  they  neither  oppofed  the  making  of  the  bridge  or 
the  palling  over  it :  ’Tis  true  at  firft  they  made  a  mo  • 
tion  as  if  they  had  fome  defign ;  they  lodged  about  a 
hundred  foldiers  behind  a  fmall  rideau ,  and  made  fome 
fquadrons  advance  to  their  fupport  ;  but  the  canon 
made  them  get  farther  off  as  fall  as  they  could:  The 
foldiers  thinking  themfelves  in  fafety  remained  in  their 
poll,  from  whence  they  fired  on  the  workmen.  La 
Fitte,  Major  of  la  Ferte’s  regiment  of  horfe,  a  bold  and 
good  officer,  found  a  place  which  was  not  deep ;  and 
*  ~  fwanj 
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,fvvam  it  over  with  fifty  troopers,  intercepted  the  retreat  An.  1652. 

of  the  hundred  foot-foldiers,  cut  moft  of  them  in  pieces, — - — ‘ 

put  the  reft  whom  he  had  made  prifoners  into  a  boat, 
and  repafled  without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  before  the 
enemy’s  fquadrons,  whom  the  canon  had  drove  to  a 
coniiderable  diftance,  could  come  to  the  affiftance  of 
their  men.  After  this  effay  they  thought  it  advifeable  to- 
make  no  more  attempts ;  and  that  they  might  have  no 
defire  to  it,  a  reinforcement  of  foot  with  fome  field- 
pieces  was  convey’d  into  the  iiland.  The  Prince  now 
defpairing  to  prevent  the  pafiage  of  the  King’s  Army, 
whofe  bridge  would  in  all  probability  be  finifhed  next 
day,  refolved  to  march  to  Charenton,  and  to  poft  him- 
felf  there  behind  the  Marne  :  Whilft  his  cavalry  was 
palling  over  the  bridge  of  S.  Cloud,  his  foot  paffed  over  a 
bridge  of  boats  which  for  more  expedition  he  had  caufed 
to  be  made  :  He  marched  through  the  Bon  de  Bou¬ 
logne  ;  but  when  he  came  to  the  gate  de  la  Conference , 
the  Parifians  refufed  him  paflage ;  he  was  obliged  to  march 
round  about  the  town,  as  he  indeed  had  propofed  to  do, 
if  he  could  not  pafs  through. 

M.  de  Turenne  having  quick  notice  of  every  thing  by 
an  exprefs  whom  the  King’s  friends  difpatched  from 
Paris,  and  whom  they  let  down  in  a  basket  from  the  top  of 
the  walls,  the  gates  being  fhut,  he  caufed  the  King’s  Army 
to  march,  went  to  the  Cardinal  at  S.  Denis,  in  concert 
with  whom  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Army  fhould  purfue 
its  march  with  all  poflible  diligence,  and  attack  the  Prince 
before  he  could  reach  Charenton.  It  was  not  thought 
expedient  to  ftay  for  either  the  canon  or  M.  de  la  Ferte’s 
infantry,  which  were  in  the  iiland,  the  leaft  delay  being 
capable  of  endangering  the  lofs  of  fo  fair  an  opportunity. 

As  foon  as  we  got  to  la  Chapel  le,  the  enemy’s  rear  was 
vifible.  M.  de  Turenne  advanced  to  take  a  view  of 
them;  and  finding  that  in  order  to  favour  their  retreat, 
they  had  polled  fome  foot  in  the  mills  and  little  houfes  at 
the  entrance  of  the  fuburb  of  S.  Denis,  he  made  fome 
musketeers  advance,  who  drove  them  out  in  a  moment, 
and  gave  a  fair  occafion  for  the  cavalry  to  charge  their 
rear-guard  in  the  very  ftreet ;  they  at  firft  made  a  refo- 
lute  defence,  but  were  at  length  put  to  the  rout;  moft 
of  the  officers  were  killed  or  made  prifoners,  among 
others  Definarais,  Marfhal  dc  Camp,  who  had  received 


3'68  MEMOIRS  of  the 

An.  1652 .fame  wounds,  and  the  Count  de  Choefeiiil,  Captain  Of 

. .  horSe.  The  loft  on  the  King’s  fide  was  fo  inconsiderable, 

that  only  the  Marquis  de  Lisbourg,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  Streff,  was  wounded  with  a  musket-lhot  through  the 
body. 

After  the  happy  fuccefs  of  this  firft  attack,  the  enemy 
were  pufhed  fo  home,  that  the  King?s  forces  coming  up 
with  the  remainderof  their  rear-guard,  confifting  ftill  of 
two  or  three  hundred  horfe,  about  S.  Louis’s  holpital,  they 
cut  them  to  pieces  before  they  could  rejoin  the  body  of 
theit  Army  which  was  retiring  into  the  Suburb  of  S.  An¬ 
toine. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  was  conftrained  to  take  this 
Step,  feeing  no  likelihood  of  being  able  to  reach  Cha- 
reriton,  considering  how  vigorously  he  was  pufhed:  it 
was  to  him  a  very  extraordinary  piece  of  good  fortune, 
in  fo  great  an  extremity,  to  meet  fo  opportunely  in  this 
fuburb  with  fome  good  intrenchments  which  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  had  thrown  up  there  fince  the  civil  war  began  for 
their  own  fecurity,  without  which  his  Army  had  been 
loft  beyond  retrieve.  He  had  but  juft  time  enough  to 
poft  his  troops,  fo  clofe  was  he  followed  by  thofe  of 
the  King,  whofe  ardour  was  ftopt  by  the  barricades  of 
the  Street  which  were  found  ready  made  •  and  the  in¬ 
fantry  not  having  been  able  to  come  up  as  yet,  gave  the 
enemy  leifure  to  form  into  order  of  battle  in  the  great 
Street. 

The  King,  the  Cardinal,  and  the  whole  Court,  ar¬ 
rived  in  this  interim  on  the  eminence  of  Charonne,  from 
whence,  as  from  an  amphitheatre,  they  were  Spectators 
of  the  whole  feries  of  this  bloody  fcene.  As  foon  as 
they  faw  the  infantry  was  come,  they  fent  orders  to  M. 
de  Turenne  to  fall  on,  though  neither  la  Ferte’s  foot 
nor  the  canon  were  arrived,  and  every  thing  wanting 
that  was  neceffary  for  beating  down  the  walls,  filling  up 
the  trenches,  and  forcing  the  barricades.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  fent,  but  to  no  purpofe,  to  defire  them  to  have  a 
little  patience,  reprefenting  that  he  had  the  enemy  faft, 
and  that  he  could  not  efcape  him,  provided  the  Parifians, 
whom  it  was  fuppofed  they  might  depend  on,  did  not 
open  their  gates  to  him ;  that  the  time  which  was  requi¬ 
site  for  the  canon  to  come  up  would  not  be  fufficient 
to  enable  the  Prince  of  Conde  to  fortify  himfelf  more  -v 
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that  by  beginning  the  attack  without  the  neceffary  im¬ 
plements  he  ihould  run  the  hazard  of  receiving  a  blow, 
which  would  render  abortive  an  enterprise  incapable 
of  itfelf  to  fail  when  once  the  canon,  the  pick-axes,  and 
the  other  utenfils  for  breaking  ground  were  arrived, 
which  now-jcould  not  be  long  coming ;  but  the  impa¬ 
tience  of  the  Court  prevailed  over  all  thefe  arguments : 
even  M.  de  Bouillon,  who  had  newly  made  his  peace 
with  the  Cardinal,  was  more  urgent  than  any  body 
elfe  with  M.  de  Turenne,  his  brother,  his  fentiment 
being  that  it  were  better  blindly  to  follow  the  orders 
of  a  Court,  than  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  cenfure  of 
certain  Courtiers,  who  were  capable  of  infuling  into 
the  King’s  mind  fufpicions  as  if  he  meant  to  fpare  the 
Prince,  however  irreconcileable  they  two  were  at  the 
bottom  after  what  had  palled.  M.  de  Turenne  was 
not  as  yet  fufficiently  in  the  King’s  favour,  and  in 
that  reputation  of  probity  he  afterwards  acquired,  to  pre¬ 
fume  to  refufe  obedience  to  orders  which  were  not  to 
his  liking,  and  the  King  did  not  as  yet  rely  on  his  capa¬ 
city  and  experience  in  fo  great  a  degree  as  he  did  after¬ 
wards  on  feveral  occafions. 

The  French  guards  and  the  regiment  of  the  marine,' 
fupported  by  the  King’s  gendarmes  and  Light  horfe,  at¬ 
tacked  quite  to  the  right  the  barricade  of  a  ftreet  which 
terminated  in  the  great  ftreet  of  the  fauxbourg ,  where 
the  market-place  is;  the  fuccefs  was  anfwerable  to  the 
bravery  of  the  affailants :  though  the  walls  were  lined 
on  the  right  and  left,  and  the  houfes  filled  with  foldiers, 
the  barricade  was  forced,  and  the  enemy  chafed  from 
houfe  to  houfe,  when  the  indifcreet  ambition  of  the 
Marquis  de  S.  Maigrin,  who  commanded  the  gendarmes 
and  light- horfe  rendred  this  fir  ft  advantage  of  no  effedl. 
He  would  needs  fhare  the  glory  of  the  foot,  and  being 
afraid  there  would  be  none  left  for  him  to  reap,  he  rufhed 
jieadlong  into  the  ftreet  through  the  midft  of  the  foldiers, 
without  giving  them  time  to  make  an  end  of  diflodging 
the  enemy,  and  in  pufhing  the  runaways  penetrated  al- 
raoft  to  the  market-place,  where  .the  Prince  was  in  perfon, 
who  taking  notice  of  the  error  committed  by  this  body  of 
cavalry,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  five  and  twenty  Officers 
or  Volunteers  who  were  near  him,  charged  it  fo  briskly 
that  it  fell  into  d lforder,  crowded  back  upon  the  infan- 
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An.  1 65 2. try,  and  fufFered  the  whole  fire  which  the  enemy  made 

—  from  the  windows.  Such  of  the  King’s  troops  as  were 

got  into  the  firft  houfes  feeing  this  confufion  abandoned 
them  •  and  the  enemy  taking  frefh  courage,  purfued 
them  to  the  outer  moil  barricade,  which  M.  de  Turenne’s 
prefence  hindered  from  being  retaken,  as  all  the  reft  had 
been. 

S.  Maigrin  was  not  the  only  man  who  paid  the  penalty 
of  his  ralhnefs  by  the  lofs  of  his  life }  the  Marquis  de 
Nantouillet,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  quality  were 
killed  on  the  lpot-  a  great  many  of  the  reft  died  after¬ 
wards  of  their  wounds,  among  whom  were  M.  de  Man- 
cini,  a  nephew  of  the  Cardinal’s,  a  very  promifing  young 
Gentleman,  and  Fouillon,  Enfign  of  the  Queen’s  guards. 
The  two  regiments  of  infantry  had  been  fo  roughly 
handled,  that  all  that  could  be  expected  from  them  was, 
to  keep  the  firfi:  barricade  which  they  had  taken. 

Turenne’s  regiment  of  infantry  was  employed  in  at¬ 
tacking  feme  houfes  and  gardens  which  the  enemy  held 
on  the  left :  The  two  regiments  of  Uxelles  and  Carig- 
nan,  which  compofed  but  one  battalion,  made  an  attack 
a  little  farther  to  the  left,  upon  the  walls  of  a  garden 
which  terminated  at  the  great  ftreet  •  and  on  the  lefc 
of  all,  the  reft  of  the  infantry  commanded  by  M.  de 
Navailles,  confifting  of  the  regiments  of  Picardy,  Pleffis- 
Praflin,  Douglas  and  Bellecenfe,  fell  upon  the  barricade 
which  was  towards  the  river  near  the  garden  of  Ram- 
bouillet. 

The  enemy  were  prefently  drove  from  feveral  polls 
by  Turenne’s  regiment  •  but  the  ill  fuccefs  on  the  right 
hind  red  it  from  pufhing  farther,  and  it  was  fatisfied  with 
keeping  what  it  had  got.  A  fquadron  confifting  of 
Clare  and  Richelieu’s  regiments,  which  was  to  have  fup- 
ported  it,  being  furprized  with  a  llorm  of  musket-lhot 
from  the  enemy,  who  from  a  wall  that  was  juft  by  took 
them  in  flank,  and  killed  them  a  world  of  men,  fell  into 
diforder,  and  made  off  as  fall  as  they  could  }  but  the 
Officers  running  after  the  fugitives  ftopt  them,  and  in  a 
moment  made  them  return  in  good  order  to  their  poll, 
where  they  behaved  during  the  reft  of  the  a&ion  with 
extreme  bravery,  which  was  the  more  extraordinary  inas¬ 
much  as  it  very  Seldom  happens  that  troops  which  have 
been  once  Seized  with  fear  make  any  figure  the  reft  of 
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that  day.  This  fquadron  was  To  mal-treated,  that  there An. 1652. 

was  not  a  Captain  but  was  either  killed  or  wounded  ?  of - - 

Richelieu’s  regiment  there  remained  alive  only  la  Loge, 
Captain-Lieutenant,  wounded  with  a  rnusket-fhot  through 
the  body,  of  which  he  recovered. 

The  regiments  of  Uxelles  and  Carignan  began  the  at¬ 
tack  on  their  fide  much  about  the  fame  time  that  the  other 
attacks  were  made  •  the  two  Lieutenant-Colonels  were 
prefently  killed  ;  but  this  did  not  hinder  them  from  going 
on  diredlly  to  the  wall,  in  fpite  of  the  brisk  fire  that 
was  made  on  them  •  they  polled  themfelves  in  the  in¬ 
tervals  of  the  holes  through  which  the  enemy  fired. 

Here  was  renewed  much  fuch  a  fight  as  that  at  the  laft 
wall  of  the  gardens  in  the  fuburb  of  Etampes-  neither 
fide  being  able  to  do  much  execution  with  their  mus¬ 
kets,  they  rolled  down  the  Hones  of  the  wall  on  one 
another,  fired  with  piftols,  made  thruils  with  their 
fwords  through  the  holes,  and  thus  they  went  on  a  long 
while  for  want  of  tools  to  demolifh  the  wall.  Mean 
while  the  cavalry  which  fupported  this  attack  kept  over- 
againft  the  great  ftreet,  out  of  musket-fhot,  to  hinder 
the  enemy  from  iffuing  out  of  the  barricade  which  they 
had  there,  and  charging  the  infantry  which  was  at  the 
wall,  and  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  make  any  attempt 
againft  that  barricade,  becaufe  being  defended  by  the 
neighbouring  houles  which  the  enemy  pofTefTed,  it  had 
been  a  difficult  matter,  and  of  no  ufe,  to  have  taken 
it,  unlefs  the  enemy  had  been  firft  driven  out  of  thefe 
houfes. 

M.  de  Navailles,  on  his  fide,  carried  the  barricade 
which  was  oppoiite  to  him ;  he  met  with  no  great  re- 
fiflance,  and  diilodged  the  enemy  from  the  houfes  which 
were  adjoining.  Heat  firft  contented  himfelf  with  keeping 
there  without  pufhing  any  farther,  becaufe  he  found  that 
the  enemy  had  diredly  fronting  him  ported  in  a  very  large 
fquare  a  part  of  their  cavalry,  and  that  there  were  gar¬ 
dens  behind  as  alfo  houfes  lined  with  infantry.  The 
enemy  likewife  judged  it  would  be  a  rafii  thing  for 
them  to  attack  the  King’s  troops,  and  fo  determined 
to  retire  behind  the  houfes  and  gardens  pofleft  by 
their  infantry  }  but  M.  d’Eclinvilliers,  Marflial  de  Camp, 
taking  their  retreat  for  a  Right,  paffed  through  the 
gained  barricade  with  the  cavalry  which  he  commanded, 
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An.  165 2. to  purfue  them-  they  at  the  fame  time  faced  about,  and 

- - - knowing  that  his  cavalry  could  not  come  at  them  above 

two  a  breaft,  they  charged  it  before  he  could  form  it ;  and 
when  but  half  his  men  were  paft,  they  beat  him,  took  him 
prifoner,  and  killed  him  feveral  Officers  and  troopers ;  and 
after  having  purfued  the  reft  to  the  barricade,  they  re¬ 
tired  upon  a  grand  trot,  paffing  through  a  furious  fire 
of  the  King’s  infantry  who  had  feized  the  houfes. 

Juft  about  this  time  M.  de  la  Ferte’s  canon  and  infantry 
came  up :  the  two  regiments  had  orders  to  relieve  im¬ 
mediately  the  French  guards  and  the  marine  which  had 
been  fo  feverely  handled,  and  to  keep  the  pofts  which 
had  been  gained  on  that  fide.  The  canon,  of  which 
there  was  in  all  but  fix  pieces,  was  fent  to  the  mills 
which  were  little  more  than  a  musket  fhot  from  the 
entrance  of  the  great  ftreet,  where  they  began  to  play 
with  extraordinary  fuccefs  on  the  foldiers  and  baggage 
with  which  that  ftreet  was  filled,  and  which  difappeared 
in  an  inftant ,  afterwards  the  houfes  were  battered  which 
commanded  the  paflage  to  the  barricade  ,  they  being  but 
flightly  built  every  ball  went  through-  notwithftanding 
this  the  enemy  maintained  themielves  therein  with  fo 
much  obftinacy  that  there  was  no  difiodging  them  for 
the  prefent,  and  they  ftill  kept  firing  vehemently  from 
the  window's  and  the  holes  which  the  canon  had  made. 

During  this  canonade  there  was  heard  on  a  fudden  a 
great  noife  of  fmall-arms  from  the  attack  where  M.  de 
N-availles  commanded.  M.  de  Turenne  haftened  thi¬ 
ther,  but  the  bufinefs  was  over  before  he  arrived.  Ne¬ 
ver  was  there  a  warmer  piece  of  work  for  the  time  it 
lafted,  nor  a  more  violent  fire.  The  occafion  was  this : 
M.  de  Beaufort  had  been  bufy  almoft  all  the  morning  in 
haranguing  the  Parifians,  and  exhorting  them  to  open 
their  gates  to  the  Prince  and  his  troops.  His  eloquence  not 
prevailing  he  left  them,  and  going  out  to  the  fuburb  he 
could  not  hear  what  had  already  palled  there,  the  fmart- 
nefs  of  the  adtion  wherein  S’.  Maigrin  was  killed,  the 
bravery  with  which  the  Prince,  and  the  perfons  of  qua¬ 
lity  who  accompanied  him,  had  fignalized  themfelves,  he 
could  not  hear  this  without  being  fired  with  a  noble 
emulation;  he  refolved  to  do  fomething  as  remarkable, 
and  propofed  to  M.  de  Nemours,  with  whom  he  was  at 
variance,  to  retake  the  barricade  which  M.  de  Navailles 

had 
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Iiad  made  himfelf  matter  of,  as  an  adlion  of  the  latt  im-  An.  1652. 

portance  to  the  Party.  M.  de  Nemours  approved  the — - — 

motion,  and  immediately  they  fet  themfelves  abouc  put¬ 
ting  it  in  execution ;  they  were  followed  by  all  the  men 
of  quality  that  were  yet  in  a  condition  to  fight  •  they  to:h 
put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  a  good  body  of  infantry, 
and  marched  with  great  relblution  and  gallantry  to  the 
barricade,  behind  which  the  regiment  of  Picardy  was 
potted.  There  was  a  houfe  on  each  fide  the  paftage 
through  which  they  were  to  come  :  The  regiment  of  du 
Pleflfis-Prafiin  was  in  one,  and  that  of  Douglas  in  the 
other  ;  they  neverthelefs  advanced  with  great  intrepidity 
and  courage  between  thefe  two  fires,  which  were  vio¬ 
lent  and  inceflant,  without  once  flopping  till  they  came  to 
the  barricade ;  but  there  they  met  with  fo  vigorous  a  re- 
fiftance,  that  they  could  not  make  themfelves  matters  of  it, 
but  were  beat  back  with  great  lofs.  M.  de  Nemours 
received  feveral  wounds,  and  had  a  finger  taken  off  by 
a  musket-fhot  while  he  had  his  hand  on  the  barricade  ; 

M.  de  Rochefoucault  received  a  fhot  in  the  corner  of 
one  of  his  eyes,  and  the  ball  going  out  beneath  the  other 
he  had  like  to  have  loft  them  both  ;  M.  de  Guitaud  re¬ 
ceived  a  ball  in  his  body.  There  were  many  other  per- 
fons  of  quality  wounded  and  killed  whofe  names  I  have 
forgot :  M.  de  Flamarin  was  in  the  number  of  the  flain, 
and  his  adventure  was  too  remarkable  to  let  me  forget 
him.  He  had  been  told  by  certain  fortune-tellers  he 
fhould  die  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  which  is  contrary 
to  the  cuftom  in  France,  where  they  behead  Gentlemen 
that  are  fentenced  to  death  ■  however  he  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  fulfil  the  prediction,  if  we  may  fo  term  the  ridi¬ 
culous  tales  of  fuch  creatures,  which  the  Almighty  may, 
however,  fometimes  make  ufe  of  to  punifh  fuch  curious 
inquiries,  which  are  ever  criminal.  This  Gentleman 
dropping,  and  being  left  for  dead  near  one  of  the  houfes 
which  the  King’s  troops  were  in,  the  foldiers  judging  by 
the  richnefs  of  his  cloaths  that  his  purfe  was  anfwerable 
to  it,  had  a  huge  mind  to  go  and  ftrip  the  body;  but 
judging  that  to  be  too  dangerous  becaufe  of  the  enemy 
who  were  in  the  neighbouring  houfes,  they  bethought 
themfelves  of  fattening  to  the  end  of  a  pike  a  cord  with 
a  running-knot ;  this  they  found  means  to  get  about  his 
neck,  and  fo  drew  him  to  them  into  the  houfe,  where  he 
expired.  B  b  3  M.  de 
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An.  1652.  M-  de  Turenne  at  his  coming  up  found  the  enemy 

- - Was  repulfed,  and  the  poft  in  a  good  condition  }  he  re¬ 
turned  therefore  to  the  battery  of  the  mills,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fire  whereof,  the  enemy  Rill  held  it  out  in 
the  houfes  on  the  left  of  the  barricade,  in  refpedt  to  him. 
Somebody  difcovered  a  place  which  was  unguarded,  by 
which  the  houfes  might  be  attacked  behind  ^  as  the  whole 
infantry  were  bufied  in  the  attack,  M.  de  Turenne  made 
his  troopers  difmount,  who  afifailed  the  houfes  fo  oppor¬ 
tunely  and  with  fo  much  valour,  that  of  above  a  hundred 
of  the  enemy  who  had  for  fo  long  a  time  defended  them, 
there  was  not  one  but  was  either  killed  or  taken. 

In  the  fame  inftant  of  time  that  the  troopers  began 
this  attack,  the  two  regiments  of  Uxelles  and  Carignan, 
who  had  continued  fighting  at  the  wall  of  the  gardens 
in  the  odd  manner  already  mentioned,  began  to  get 
poffelfion  of  fome  of  the  holes  which  the  enemy  had 
with  great  obftinacy  defended.  Thefe  holes  were  at  laft 
much° enlarged  without  any  other  inftruments  but  their 
bare  hands,  which  fupplied  the  want  of  levers  and  other 
tools.  Whereupon  the  enemy  imagining  there  was 
a  defign  to  force  them  through  thele  apertures,  aban¬ 
doned  the  whole  wall,  though  there  was  a  lquadron  in  the 
garden  to  fupport  them.  The  affailants  feeing  this,  made 
fo  violent  a  difcharge,  that  the  cavalry  following  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  foot,  turned  their  backs  and  fled ;  but  there 
being  but  a  very  fcanty  fpot  for  retreating,  and  each  driving 
to  get  away  firft  they  choaked  up  the  paffage,  and  there 
they  remained  a  good  while  heaped  upon  one  another 
horfe  and  foot  j  they  were  fmartly  fired  upon  •  the 
wall  was  levelled  to  the  ground  ^  they  loft  abundance  of 
men  and  thofe  who  were  polled  at  the  grand  barricade 
at  the  entrance  of  the  ftreet,  furprifed  to  fee  at  the  fame 
time  the  gardens  on  their  left  forced,  and  the  fire  that 
was  made  on  them  from  the  houfes  which  were  on  their 
right,  took  a  fright,  and  forfook  the  barricade,  which  the 
King’s  troops  immediately  feixed.  It  was  not  thought  fit 
to  purfue  them,  becaufe  a  refolution  had  been  taken  to 
give  a  general  attack  on  all  fides.  Every  thing  was  difpofed 
in  a  readinefs  for  this  purpofe,  while  the  troops  had  time 
o-iven  them  to  breathe,  and  to  recover  themfelves  a  little 
from  the  fatigues  of  fo  many  actions,  which  by  the  Rifling 
heat  of  the  weather  that  happened  that  day  were  ren¬ 
dered  in  all  fenfes  warm.  All 
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All  things  being  difpofed  in  good  order,  and  the  fignal  An.  1652. 
given  of  three  canon-fhot,  the  attack  began  M.  de  la 
Ferte  commanded  the  right,  and  M.  de  Turenne  the  left : 

The  latter  advancing  with  a  large  body  of  cavalry  and  in¬ 
fantry,  had  refolved  to  bear  a  little  to  the  left  towards 
the  Baftile,  and  to  attack  a  place  where  he  hoped  to  find 
no  ftrong  barricades ;  but  juft  as  he  was  going  to  fall  on, 
the  Baftile  fired  on  the  King’s  troops,  to  the  great  afto- 
nifhment  of  all  who  had  flattered  themfelves  that  Paris 
would  remain  neuter,  and  give  no  fhelter  to  the  enemy. 

Some  people  had  begun  to  fufpect  what  immediately  af¬ 
terwards  proved  true,  that  the  Parifians  had  opened  their 
gates  to  the  Princes ;  for  when  the  barricades  were  at¬ 
tacked,  the  enemy  made  no  fhew  as  if  they  meant  to  de¬ 
fend  them,  but  retreated  from  their  pofts  in  great  order, 
leaving  at  each  but  a  few  foldiers,  who  as  faft  as  the 
King’s  troops  advanced  towards  them  abandoned  them, 
and  followed  their  comrades  into  the  town  ;  the  hindmoft 
of  them  were  purfued  as  far  as  the  gates  ;  and  the  Ge¬ 
nerals  feeing  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done,  came 
to  a  refolution  to  return  to  la  Chevrette,  where  they 
had  left  their  baggage,  in  order  to  refrefh  the  troops,  and 
thither  likewife  was  the  wounded  convey’d. 

There  is  no  faying  exactly  how  many  were  loft  in  this 
fight.  It  is  thought  that  befide  the  wounded  which  were 
numerous  there  were  eight  or  nine  hundred  killed ;  among 
the  laft,  befides  the  quality  already  taken  notice  of,  there 
were  feveral  others  whole  names  I  have  forgot,  as  well 
as  of  the  wounded.  The  Count  d’Etrees,  Marfhal  de 
Camp;  Pertuys,  Captain  of  M.  deTurenne’s  guards;  Co¬ 
lonel  Werden,  Gentleman  to  the  Duke  of  York  ;  Lift 
bourg,  Lieucenanc-Colonel  of  Streff ;  the  Chevalier  de 
laNeuville,  and  feveral  others  recovered  of  their  wounds. 

It  was  reckoned  the  enemy  had  upwards  of  a  thoufand 
men  killed  on  the  fpot,  among  whom  was  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  officers  and  men  of  quality;  of  thefe  latter,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Prince,  the  Duke  de  Beaufort,  and  the  Prince 
de  Tarante,  there  was  not  any  that  was  not  either  killed 
or  wounded. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  had  never  better  difcharged  the 
duties  of  a  great  Captain  and  an  intrepid  foldier  than  on 
this  occafion ;  never  expofed  himfelf  to  fo  great  dangers ; 
and  indeed  it  Was  his  courage  that  at  the  beginning  of  the 
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An.  1652. action  faved  his  Army  from  a  total  overthrow.  He  has 

r - - fince  owned  to  the  Duke  of  York  that  he  had  never  been 

in  danger  for  fo  long  a  time  together:,  but  that  which 
renders  his  glory  more  refplendent,  is  that  he  had  to  do 
with  M.  de  Turenne,  who  was  allowed  by  all  the  world 
to  be  the  moil:  confummate  General  of  that  age,  and 
might  juftly  be  put  in  parallel  with  the  mod  celebrated 
of  any  former. 

What  determined  the  Parisians  to  refufe  admittance  to 
the  Prince’s  troops,  when  they  appeared  before  the  gate 
de  la  Conference ,  were  the  following  reafons,  which  the 
King’s  faithful  fubjects  caufed  to  be  fpread  throughout 
the  whole  city;  that  although  they  were  utter  enemies  to 
the  Cardinal,  and  heartily  wifned  his  deftru&ion,  yet  it 
would  be  unworthy  of  the  character  they  gloried  in  of 
being  good  Frenchmen,  to  fufFer  an  Army  compofed 
partly  of  Spanifh  troops  to  enter  within  their  walls  ; 
that  it  were  an  hateful  fight  and  capable  of  ftirring  up  a 
dangerous  fedition  among  the  people,  to  have  the  Croftes 
of  Burgundy  which  were  never  went  to  be  fee n  but  in 
2\Totre-Dame  (church)  carried  in  triumph  through  the 
midft  of  their  city ;  that  it  would  look  as  if  they  were 
already  fubdued  by  the  Spaniards,  and  bending  beneath 
their  yoak,  when  nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  red  fcarves, 
which  would  recal  the  fhameful  remembrance  of  their  hav¬ 
ing  formerly  fullered  them  there  in  the  time  of  the  rebel¬ 
lion,  difguifed  under  the  fpecious  title  of  a  Holy  League ; 
that  in  fine  it  was  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  this  capital 
to  receive  into  it  an  Army  under  any  pretence  what¬ 
ever. 

When  the  battle  began  in  the  fuburb  of  S.  Antoine, 
M.  de  Beaufort’s  harangues  could  obtain  nothing.  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  imagining  all  was  loft,  caufed  his  Pa¬ 
lace  to  be  fhut  up,  and  had  behind  his  gardens  his  coaches 
in  areadinefs  to  carry  him  to  Orleans;  but  Mademoifelle 
full  of  fpirit  and  refolution,  confidering  that  the  defeat 
of  the  Prince  would  draw  after  it  the  ruin  of  the  whole 
party,  went  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville ,  and  made  fo  pathetic 
a  fpeec’n  to  the  magiftrates  there  aflembled,  that  her  ar¬ 
guments,  joined  to  the  clamour  and  menaces  of  the  po¬ 
pulace  who  followed  her,  extorted  from  Marfhal  de  l’Ho- 
pital  and  the  Prevot  des  Merchands  an  order  to  the 
Burghers  who  kept  the  gate  S.  Antoine  to  open  it  and 
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let  the  Prince’s  Army  into  the  city.  She  carried  this  or- An.  16^2. 
der  herfelf,  and  would  fee  it  executed  •  and  afterwards  ■'  ■  ■"  ■ 
going  into  the  Baftile,  fhe  had  the  canon  fired  on  the 
King’s  troops.  And  thus  the  courage  of  that  Princefs 
faved  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  his  Army. 

There  happened  two  days  after  this  affair  a  great  dif- 
order  in  Paris,  on  occafion  of  a  council  which  was  held 
in  the  *  Hotel  de  Ville ,  in  order  to  get  the  Duke  of  Or-  *  Town- 
leans  declared  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Kingdom ;  to  Hjufe* 
conclude  a  union  which  fhould  be  indifioluble  till  fuch 
time  as  the  Cardinal  was  banifhed  France  ;  to  reinftate 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort  in  his  government  of  Paris,  in  the 
room  of  the  Marfhal  de  l’Hopital,  and  to  difplace  le  Fe- 
vre  from  his  office  of  being  Prevot  des  Merchands,  and 
confer  it  on  Brouffel  •  but  the  very  thing  which  was 
meant  to  ftrengthen  the  faction  was  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  caufes  of  its  ruin.  There  arofe  on  a  fudden  a  violent 
commotion,  infomuch  that  it  had  like  to  have  extermi¬ 
nated  the  whole  aflembly.  A  great  number  of  people 
of  all  conditions  came  pouring  into  thefGreve,  cryingf  The  open 
aloud  they  would  have  nothing  done  without  the  Prince 
of  Conde’s  approbation  ;  that  all  the  abettors  of  Cardinal  aoul-e. 
Mazarin  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  them  •  and  feeing  there 
was  no  great  regard  paid  to  their  demands,  they  fet  about 
forcing  the  town-houfe,  and  Marfhal  de  I’Hopital,  backed 
by  fome  refolute  perfons,  defending  the  entrance  of  it, 
the  populace  fet  fire  to  the  gate,  which  in  a  fhort  time 
fpread  farther;  they  likewife  fired  on  fuch  as  appeared 
at  the  windows,  and  killed  feveral.  Others  being  lefs 
apprehenfive  of  the  people’s  fury  than  of  the  flames  they 
were  threatned  with,  and  throwing  themfelves  upon  their 
mercy,  were  barbaroufly  murdered  by  them,  without 
any  diftindion  of  party ;  Royalifts  or  Anti-royalifts  it  was 
all  alike  to  the  mob  ;  and  by  the  juft  judgment  of  God 
more  of  the  latter  than  the  former  periffied  by  their 
hands. 

All  that  were  fufpeded  of  having  a  hand  in  raffing 
this  fedition  have  equally  difowned  it,  laying  it  at  each 
other’s  door ;  and  though  the  Prince  of  Conde  always 
averr’d  he  was  no  ways  concerned  in  it  diredly  or  indi- 
redly,  yet  the  whole  odium  of  it  fell  wholly  on  him 
and  his  friends,  and  nobody  fuppofed  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  capable  of  having  the  leaft  ffiare  in  it.  This  dif- 

order 
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An.  1652.  order  was  followed  by  another  accident,  which  likewife 

•  ■■■'-■ — "  did  great  differvice  to  the  Fronde.  The  Duke  de  Ne¬ 
mours  was  killed  in  a  duel  by  the  Duke  de  Beaufort, 
the  ties  of  blood  not  having  been  fufficient  to  appeafe 
the  mortal  hatred  they  for  a  long  time  bore  each  other. 
Whilft  this  bloody  tragedy  was  a&ing  in  the  very  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Spaniards  laying  hold  of  the  op¬ 
portunity,  won  back  in  a  fhort  time  feveral  places  which 
they  had  loft  in  the  preceding  years.  They  took  the 
field  betimes,  and  meeting  with  no  troops  that  could 
ftop  their  progrefs,  they  pufhed  fuch  as  they  found  in 
their  way  without  much  difficulty. 

The  Court  which  remained  fome  time  at  S.  Denis, 
was  to  the  laft  degree  alarmed  to  hear  that  the  Archduke, 
at  the  inftances  made  by  the  Princes,  was  preparing  to 
march  into  France  in  the  beginning  of  July,  with  an  Ar¬ 
my  of  above  five  and  twenty  thoufand  men.  After  fe¬ 
veral  confultations  on  fo  imminent  a  danger,  it  was  re- 
folved  about  the  middle  of  July,  that  the  Court  and  the 
Army,  which  was  too  weak  to  refift  fuch  confiderable 
forces,  fhould  march  within  two  days  and  retire  to 
Lyons. 

The  Duke  of  York  and  M.  de  Turenne  came  to  S. 
Denis  the  fame  day  that  this  refolution  had  been  taken  in 
council.  Before  they  went  to  Court,  they  repaired  to 
the  Duke  de  Bouillon’s,  to  learn  of  him  what  had  been  de¬ 
termined:  He  told  M.  de  Turenne  that  it  was  his  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  Court  could  look  for  fafety  no  where  but 
at  Lyons  ;  that  the  reafons  which  had  induced  it  to  take 
this  courfe  was  that  there  was  no  other  city  where  the 
King  could  be  fafe,  it  being  the  only  confiderable  one 
that  would  receive  him;  that  the  Spanifh  forces,  which 
they  were  in  no  condition  to  make  head  againft,  coming 
into  France,  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  they  would 
fhut  up  the  Court  _and  the  King’s  Army  between  them 
and  Paris ;  that  fo  long  as  the  King’s  perfon  was  out  of 
danger  every  thing  might  be  hoped  for,  as  on  the  other 
hand  every  thing  was  to  be  feared  fhould  his  Majefty 
fall  into  the  hands  either  of  the  Princes  or  the  Spani¬ 
ards  ;  that  Lyons  was  the  place  where  the  enemy  might 
be  oppofed  with  the  raoft  likelihood  of  fucceis,  confi- 
dering  all  the  country  thereabouts  was  entirely  devoted  to 
the  King  and  his  intereft. 


M,  de 
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M.  de  Turenne  on  the  contrary  thought  this  a  dange- An.  1652. 
rous  expedient ;  he  faid  that  the  Court’s  retreating  would  in-  « 

fallibly  bring  on  the  lofs  of  all  the  frontier  places  of  Picardy, 
Champagne  and  Lorrain  which  held  out  for  the  King ;  that 
thefe  provinces  feeing  themfelves  abandoned,  would  each 
of  them  bend  their  thoughts  how  to  make  up  matters  with 
the  Spaniards  or  with  the  Princes ,  that  either  party  would 
have  all  the  time  that  was  neceflary  to  draw  what  advan¬ 
tage  they  pleafed  therefrom  ;  that  it  was  extreamly  to  be 
feared  left  fuch  a  fttuation  of  affairs  would  put  people 
in  the  thoughts  of  dividing  France  among  them,  that 
part  of  it  at  leaft  which  they  were  already  poffeffed  of- 
that  when  once  the  Princes  fliOuld  thus  have  fettled  them¬ 
felves,  their  forces  increafing  at  the  fame  time  as  their 
reputation,  the  Court  would  lofe  both  one  and  the  other, 
and  be  upon  the  point  of  an  entire  expulfion  out  of  the 
Kingdom.  He  concluded  after  feveral  other  reafonings, 
that  the  wifeft  and  fafeft  courfe  was  for  the  King  to  re¬ 
tire  to  Pontoife  with  his  ufual  guard,  which  would  fuf- 
fice,  the  poll:  being  eafy  to  keep,  to  fecure  him  againft 
the  attempts  of  the  Pariiians,  who  probably  might  not 
proceed  to  fuch  an  extremity,  fince  they  oblerved  a  cer¬ 
tain  decorum  which  ftill  Ihewed  a  refpedt;  that  the 
Court  being  thus  out  of  danger,  he  would  march  with 
the  Army  to  Compeigne  and  obferve  the  enemy’s  mo¬ 
tions,  and  that  he  hoped  by  the  advantage  of  that  town 
and  the  rivers  which  furround  it,  he  fhould  be  able  to 
retard  at  leaft  their  progrefs  if  he  did  not  put  an  im¬ 
mediate  flop  to  it.  He  added,  that  he  was  fure  the 
Spaniards,  naturally  fufpicious  and  apt  to  be  over  cauti¬ 
ous,  feeing  him  advancing  againft  them,  would  not 
fail  according  to  their  ufual  refinements  to  imagine 
feme  myftery  to  be  in  this  ftep,  and  to  conclude  we 
would  not  have  dared  to  put  it  to  the  hazard  without 
good  grounds,  and  that  the  opinion  they  had  of  the  na¬ 
tural  temper  of  the  nation,  would  make  them  fear  left 
the  Princes  were  upon  feme  fecret  treaty,  of  which  they 
were  to  be  the  victims.  M.  de  Turenne  eafily  brought  over 
Iris  brother  to  his  opinion :  they  went  together  to  wait 
on  the  Cardinal,  who  likewife  acquiefced  in  it,  after  he 
had  weighed  and  conceived  the  folidity  of  it.  The 
journey  to  Lyons  was  laid  afide,  and  on  the  ftxteenth  of 
July  the  Court  went  to  Pontoife :  The  Army  marched 
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An.  1 65 2 .in  three  days  to  Compiegne,  and  pitched  their  camp  un- 
”  der  the  walls  of  that  town. 

The  Spanifh  Army  was  advanced  as  far  as  Chauni, 
where  the  Duke  d’Elbeuf  fuffered  himfelf  fo  unluckily 
to  be  fhut  up  with  feven  or  eight  hundred  horfe  which 
he  had  got  together  in  his  Government  of  Picardy,  that 
when  he  imagined  he  could  retire  upon  the  approach  ot 
the  enemy,  they  cut  off  his  paffage-  and  the  place  beir.g 
weak  he  was  obliged  to  capitulate  after  two  days  fiege, 
on  condition  that  his  troopers  flrould  go  out  on  foot, 
and  leave  the  Spaniards  their  horfes. 

M.  de  Turenne  had  wifely  forefeen  that  his  meafures 
would  flop  the  enemy  :  After  the  taking  of  Chauni, 
wherein  they  put  no  garrifon,  they  undertook  no  other 
fiege  on  that  fide  (which  they  might  have  done  without 
oppofition)  and  contented  themfelves  with  only  devour¬ 
ing  the  country.  It  has  been  thought  that  they  judged 
it  much  more  for  their  intereft  to  retake  the  places  which 
they  had  loft  in  Flanders  than  to  make  conquefts  in  France: 
They  confidered  that  the  Princes  would  be  ftrong  enough 
with  what  fuccours  they  might  fend  them  to  make  head 
againft  the  King,  whereas  ilrould  they  enable  them  to 
crufti  him  quite,  that  Prince  might  be  neceftitated  to  put 
himfelf  into  the  Rebels  hands,  and  fo  uniting  the  forces 
of  both  parties,  might  oblige  them  to  let  go  their  hold, 
and  furrender  every  place  they  might  have  conquered, 
which  would  be  too  remote  from  the  Low-Countries  to 
be  relieved  •  they  were  afraid  of  taking  the  fhadow  for 
the  fubftance. 

It  thefe  were  not  their  thoughts,  one  would  have  ima¬ 
gined  them  to  be  fo  at  leaft  by  their  conduit.  They 
returned  into  Flanders,  took  feveral  places  there,  and 
left  on  the  frontiers  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  with  his  troops 
and  a  detachment  of  theirs,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of 
Wirtemberg,  to  be  within  reach  of  the  Princes  whenever 
it  might  be  thought  proper  to  fuccour  them. 

As  foon  as  the  Spaniards  were  returned  home,  M.  de 
Turenne  went  back  again  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris. 
The  Army  of  the  Princes  was  incamped  under  its  walls  • 
they  were  not  ftrong  enough  to  venture  a  battle,  and  were 
afraid  that  if  they  removed  from  that  city  the  King’s 
Party,  which  every  day  encreafed,  fhould  come  to  get 
the  afcendant ;  the  animofity  of  the  Parifians  now  fubfid- 

ing, 
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ing,  they  began  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  find  they  hadAu.  16 
been  milled ;  and  that  which  molt  of  all  conduced  to  re-  — — = 
cover  them  to  their  duty  was  the  Cardinal’s  departure  out 
of  the  Kingdom.  He  had  difpofed  himfelf  to  this  retreat 
as  foon  as  he  arrived  at  Pontoife,  judging  it  neceflary  fb 
to  do  for  the  King’s  interefts  and  his  own  likewife  :  He 
thereby  cut  off  all  pretence  of  rebellion ;  his  re-eflablifh- 
ment  was  certain,  in  cafe  the  King’s  affairs  regained  the 
fuperiority;  he  relied  on  the  Queen’s  conftancy,  which 
nothing  could  fiiake ,  he  knew  her  word  to  be  inviolable; 
never  Princefs  had  fhewn  more  greatnefs  of  foul,  more 
fteadinefs  and  refolution  in  the  greatelf  dangers ;  all  which 
qualities  fire  exerted  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  no  hiftory 
can  produce  more  heroic  inftances  thereof  than  what 
were  confpicuous  throughout  her  whole  conduct.  It  has 
however  been  thought  by  fome  that  the  Cardinal  would 
have  run  a  great  rifque  of  not  being  recalled  had  the  Duke 
of  Bouillon  lived  longer.  His  great  capacity,  joined  to  that 
of  M.  de  Turenne,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Army, 
might  have  prepared  the  way  for  him  to  the  Miniftry. 
Whether  the  two  brothers  had  any  fuch  defign  is  not 
certain,  but  it  was  apparent  they  were  the  only  perfons 
capable  of  fupporting  the  weight  of  affairs  in  fo  difficult 
a  conjuncture.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  death  of  Bouillon 
put  an  end  to  fuch  furmifes,  and  quafhed  both  the  fears 
and  hopes  of  fuch  a  change. 

The  King’s  Army  arrived  aTTillet,  within  a  league  of 
Goneffe,  about  the  beginning  of  Auguft ;  it  continued 
there  till  the  end  of  the  fame  month  j  M.  de  Turenne 
conceiving  this  pofl  to  be  advantageous  for  obferving  the 
motions  of  the  Prince’s  Army,  which  ftiil  kept  about 
Paris,  and  likewife  to  hinder  the  fuccours  which  the  Spa¬ 
niards  might  fend  to  join  them.  He  at  length  received 
advice  that  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  was  returning  a  fecond 
time  with  his  troops  and  the  detachment  of  Spaniards 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  and 
that  he  had  taken  the  road  of  Champagne  and  Brie,  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  Princes :  He  immediately  marched 
towards  the  Marne  •  and  having  learnt  by  the  way  that 
the  Lorrainers  were  advancing,  the  Army  croffed  the  ri¬ 
ver  at  Lagni,  and  encamped  at  the  little  village  of  S. 
Germain  near  Creffi  en  Brie.  M.  de  Turenne  received 
orders  from  the  Court  to  flay  there  till  farther  directions, 
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An.  1652. and  to  attempt  nothing  againil  M.  de  Lorrain  unlefs  he 

!»■■■■■■  endeavoured  to  march  to  Paris,  by  breaking  up  his  camp 
where  he  was,  and  that  in  fuch  cafe  he  fhould  do  his 
bell  to  prevent  his  junction  with  the  Princes.  This  or¬ 
der  was  occafioned  by  a  treaty  being  on  foot  with  M. 
de  Lorrain,  who  had  fent  his  Secretary  to  conclude  it, 
with  a  promife  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would  remain 
where  he  was,  and  would  not  move  forwards  till  either 
an  agreement  was  made,  or  the  treaty  broke  off.  He 
was  in  hopes  to  amufe  the  Court,  deceive  it  by  his  arti¬ 
fices,  and  find  an  opportunity  either  to  get  into  Paris 
or  join  the  Princes  on  the  road,  without  coming  to  a 
battle.  M.  de  Turenne,  who  knew  him  better  than  the 
Court,  did  not  give  into  the  fnare  as  they  did-  he  told 
M.  de  Lorrain’s  Secretary,  who  in  paffing  by  to  go 
and  give  his  Mailer  an  account  how  the  negotiation 
went  on,  had  brought  him  'the  order  before  menti¬ 
oned,  That  M.  de  Lorrain  s  promifes  and  nothing  were 
alike  to  him.  Accordingly,  to  fhew  the  good  opinion 
he  had  of  him,  he  refolved  to  march  the  next  day,  the 
fifth  of  September,  to  Brie-Comte-Robert,  to  be  nearer 
at  hand  to  intercept  his  paiiage  in  cafe  he  fhould  attempt 
to  march  on,  as  he  believed  he  would,  and  according 
to  cuftom  break  his  word  :  He  told  the  Duke  of  York 
in  confidence,  that  though  he  had  pofitive  orders  not  to 
quit  his  poll:,  yet  he  was  fo  fully  perfuaded  that  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain  would  deceive  the  Court,  and  that  it  was  the 
King  his  Mailer’s  interefl  for  the  Army  to  march,  that 
he  rather  chofe  to  hazard  his  head  by  difobeying,  than 
give  M.  de  Lorrain  an  opportunity  to  proceed  to  what 
he  aimed  at,  and  make  a  fool  of  him.  The  Army 
decamped  in  the  morning-  and  the  Quarter-mailers  com¬ 
ing  to  Brie-Comte-Robert,  found  the  enemy’s  Quarter-ma¬ 
ilers  there  on  the  lame  errand,  their  Army  being  already 
on  the  march  to  come  and  incamp  there  that  very  night. 
They  returned  the  fame  moment  to  inform  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  of  it,  who  with  the  van  of  the  Army  had  paifed 
a  defile :  he  immediately  fent  notice  of  it  to  M.  de  la 
Ferte,  who  that  day  had  the  leading  of  the  rear,  and  defired 
him  to  come  to  him  that  they  might  confult  together 
what  was  to  be  done  -  and  he  not  coming  quick  enough 
he  went  to  meet  him,  and  found  him  in  the  defile :  they 
refolved  inilead  of  going  to  Brie-Comte-Robert,  to  march 
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diredtly  to  Villeneuve  S.  George,  M.  de  Turenne  went  An.  1652. 
before  with  his  whole  cavalry,  ordered  the  infantry  to  '  ' 
make  all  the  hafte  they  could  after  him  with  the  canon, 
and  defired  M.  de  la  Ferte  to  do  the  fame:  he  juftly 
feared  left  M.  de  Lorrain  who  knew  the  importance  of 
the  poft  fhould  get  there  before  him,  and  he  made  no 
queftion  but  that  his  Quarter-mafters  advertifing  him  of 
their  meeting  with  his,  would  put  him  upon  taking  the 
fame  meafure.  His  conjecture  was  verified :  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  fpeed  he  could  make,  the  Duke’s  van 
reached  VilleneuveS.  George  before  him,  and  he  thought 
himfelf  fo  fecure  of  that  poft,  that  he  fent  the  Prince  a 
letter  dated  from  the  fame  place,  to  let  him  know  that  he 
had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it :  The  Duke  of  York  heard 
this  afterwards  from  the  mouth  of  the  very  Officer  who 
carried  the  letter,  being  with  M.  de  Turenne  when  a 
party  which  had  taken  him  prifoner,  brought  him  into 
Villeneuve  S.  George,  and  the  man  was  io  aftomfhed  at 
feeing  the  King’s  Army  there,  that  he  could  not  compre¬ 
hend  how  it  was  poffible  to  be. 

Though  the  Lorrainers  had  got  the  ftart,  were  mafters 
of  the  town,  and  paft  the  Yeres  with  part  of  their  troops, 
yet  M.  de  Turenne  arriving  with  his  van  on  an  eminence 
which  commands  the  village  and  the  rivers,  drove 
them  out  and  feized  the  bridge :  Their  Army  was  fo 
near  on  the  other  fide  of  this  fmall  river,  that  they  fired 
their  canon  againft  the  foremoft  fquadrons  of  the  King’s 
troops,  (when  they  got  on  the  top  of  the  mountain)  whofe 
van  was  more  ferviceable  to  them  than  expedition.  M. 
de  la  Ferte  arrived  towards  the  evening  with  the  reft 


of  the  Army ;  and  the  enemy  having  mift  of  the  poft,  re¬ 
tired  a  league  higher  up  along  the  river,  over  againft  Cha¬ 
teau  d’Ablon,  where  the  Prince  joined  them  a  few  days 
after,  having  pa  fled  his  troops  over  in  two  or  three  large 
boats  which  he  found  by  chance  on  the  river. 

Now  it  was  that  the  enemy  being  ftronger  by  one  half 
than  M.  de  Turenne,  reckoned  themfelves  fure  of  a  vic¬ 
tory,  having  him  fhut  up  between  the  Seine  and  the 
Yeres,  and  believing  it  would  be  impoflible  for  him 
to  efcape  :  They  knew  that  not  having  in  the  bread- 
chefts  above  four  or  five  days  provifion  at  moft, 
and  forage  failing  him,  he  could  get  none  from 
any  jilace,  the  whole  country  round  being  ruined,  and 
2  they 
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An.  1652  they  hoped  to  finifh  the  war  without  a  blow;  but  M. 

-  de  Turenne  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  feizc  at  Ville- 

neuve  S.  George  the  very  night  he  got  there,  four  or 
five  and  twenty  boats,  which  was  the  faving  of  the  Ar¬ 
my,  becaufe  they  ferved  to  make  bridges  over  the  Seine. 

No  time  was  loft ;  the  firft  bridge  was  finifhed  in  two  or 
three  days  with  fome  works  on  the  other  fide  the  Seine  to 
cover  it;  and  the  fecond  was  finifhed  a  few  days  after. 
The  troops  furmounted  difficulties  which  feemed  infuper- 
able :  they  had  neither  wood  nor  money ;  the  induftry  and 
ingenuity  of  the  officers  of  the  artillery  and  the  liberality  of 
fome  gamefters  fupplied  both ;  thefie  latter  lent  three  hun¬ 
dred  piftoles,  the  Intendant  of  the  Army  not  being  able  to 
furnifh  even  that  fmall  fum ;  the  other  pulled  down  the 
houfes  of  the  village  to  make  ufe  of  the  beams  and  boards. 
This  communication  with  the  other  fide  of  the  Seine  afforded 
forage  for  the  cavalry,  which  wanted  it  the  very  firft  day  . 
The  better  to  enable  ourfelves  to  maintain  this  poft,  we 
intrencht  our  felves  on  the  fide  of  Limai,  which  was  the 
only  place  by  which  the  enemy  could  attack  the  army; 
it  was  cover’d  with  a  wood  on  its  right ;  it  had  the  Seine 
on  the  left;  the  Yeres  fcreened  it  behind;  thus  having 
only  the  front  to  guard,  which  was  over  againft  Limai 
and  Gros-bois,  there  was  no  more  to  do  than  to  throw 
up  lines  between  the  five  redoubts  which  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  had  eredted  there,  and  which  were  ftill  entire. 

While  the  men  were  at  work  on  thefe  entrenchments 
and  building  bridges,  the  enemy’s  army  decampt,  after  hav¬ 
ing  put  a  garrifon  into  Ablon,  and  marcht  towards  Brie, 
with  a  defign  there  to  crofs  the  Yeres,  and  fo  inclofe  the 
Army  on  every  fide.  When  they  made  this  motion,  M. 
de  Turenne  thought  fit  to  attack  the  caftle  of  Ablon,  to 
fecure  a  communication  by  water  with  Corbeil,  from 
whence  he  hoped  to  get  all  forts  of  provifions:  for  this 
purpofe  M.  de  Rennel  was  fent  with  a  detachment  of 
horfe  and  foot  and  two  pieces  of  canon ;  but  before  he 
reacht  the  caftle,  M.  de  Turenne  who  had  feen  him  pafs, 
was  advertis’d  that  fome  fquadrons  of  the  enemy  were  dift 
covered  between  the  wood  and  Limai.  He  immediately 
fent  orders  to  Rennel  to  return  to  the  camp,  and  afcend- 
ed  an  eminence  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  fuppoling 
them  at  firft  to  be  making  towards  him:  when  he  was 
on  the  top  of  the  eminence,  he  perceiv’d  the  infantry 

begin- 
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beginning  to  appear;  and  in  order  to  judge  the  better  An.  1652- 
whether  their  defign  was  to  attack  him  immediately,  he  ■  ■ 
put  himfelf,  with  the  Duke  of  York,  amidll  the  skir- 
milhers,  who  made  thofe  of  the  enemy  move  further  off, 
and  gave  an  opportunity  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  them. 

M.  de  Turenne  who  could  not  fee  very  far,  not  truft- 
ing  to  his  own  eyes,  delired  the  Duke  of  York  to  find 
out  what  they  were  doing.  This  Prince  was  the  firft 
who  inform’d  him  they  were  intrenching  themfelves;  in 
which  he  being  confirm’d  by  feveral  others,  he  return’d 
to  the  camp  very  much  pleas’d  with  the  enemy’s  not  at¬ 
tacking  his  lines,  which  were  not  yet  perfected  :  he  made 
the  men  work  at  them  without  intermiffion  and  fence 
them  with  palifades ;  which  being  executed  in  fix  hours  time, 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  open  the  redoubts  on  the  tide 
towards  the  camp,  becaufe,  as  the  Lorrainers  had  built 
them,  it  had  been  a  difficult  matter  to  have  retaken  them 
in  cafe  the  enemy  had  become  mailers  of  them. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  march’d 
with  his  army  to  Limai,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  with  his, 
advanced  up  the  Yeres  and  polled  himfelf  between 
Brie  and  the  King’s  Army,  which  they  thought  to  have 
kept  block’d  up,  not  doubting  but  they  ffiould  in  a 
little  time  either  ftarve  it  or  force  it  upon  undertaking 
fome  defperate  adtion.  Afcer  the  Prince  had  finiffi’d 
his  ir.trenchments,  which  were  very  deep,  and  within 
canon-fhot  of  thofe  of  M.  de  Turenne,  his  princi- 
pal  application  was  to  make  a  bridge  of  boats  a  league 
below  his,  to  interrupt  his  forragers,  and  prevent  a  com¬ 
munication  with  Corbeil  on  the  other  fide  the  Seine, 
whilft  M.  de  Lorrain  had  parties  continually  in  the  field 
to  prevent  it  on  the  fide  of  Brie;  but  before  the  ene¬ 
my’s  bridge  was  compleated,  we  were  mailers  of  the 
Caftle  of  Ablon,  which  render’d  all  their  precautions 
ufelefs,  and  fecured  by  water  a  free  communication  with 
Corbeil:  we  likewife  made  a  pretty  good  provifion  of 
forrage,  which  we  brought  all  the  way  from  the  coun¬ 
try  between  Juvifi  and  Paris. 

The  enemy  having  compleated  their  bridge,  our  forra¬ 
gers  cou’d  not  go  abroad  without  large  efcorts  of  in¬ 
fantry  and  cavalry,  which  was  the  more  painful  work, 
inafmuch  as  they  were  forced  to  go  lo  far  off  rhey 
cou’d  not  return  the  fame  day.  The  Generals  at  length 
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An.  1 65  2  . hit  upon  an  expedient  which  was  at  the  fame  time 
more  eafie  and  lefs  hazardous.  Two  thoufand  horfe 
which  were  come  to  Corbeil  after  the  talcing  of  Mon- 
trond,had  orders  to  ftay  there:  from  thence  were  detached 
every  day  fmall  parties,  which  courfed  down  the  river  on 
both  hides-  thefe  meeting  with  thofe  from  the  camp 
which  did  the  fame  thing  up  the  river,  each  return’d 
on  their  own  fide,  after  giving  each  other  an  account 
of  what  they  had  difcover’d  j  and  when  thofe  from  the 
camp  reported  that  the  coaft  was  clear,  we  fent  out  the 
forragers,  who  went  beyond  Corbeil,  and  croft  the  river 
Eflone  j  after  which  they  forrag’d  at  their  eafe,  pafs’d  the 
night  in  fafety,  came  back  again  to  the  town,  and  re¬ 
turn’d  to  the  camp  on  the  one  or  the  other  fide  of  the 
Seine,  where  they  were  advertifed  there  was  no  danger. 

This  method  was  purfu’d  with  fo  much  punctuality 
and  good  fortune  that  no  accident  befell  any  of  the 
convoys ;  and  it  may  with  truth  be  faid  that  the  French 
Monarchy  was  reduced  to  that  extremity,  that  its  prefer- 
vation  depended  on  each  of  thefe  convoys,  the  lois  of  but 
one  being  capable  of  inducing  that  of  the  whole  army. 

During  this  blockade,  the  fmall  parties  of  the  King’s 
Army  extended  their  irruptions  very  far  on  the  fide  of 
Orleans,  and  courfed  fbmetimes  up  to  the  very  gates  of 
Paris,  which  very  much  incommoded  that  great  city, 
whofe  commerce  was  interrupted  on  that  fide,  whilft  on 
the  other  the  troops  of  the  Princes  pillaged  it  no  lefs. 
The  Parifians  for  lome  time  endured  this  troublefome 
neighbourhood  pretty  patiently,  on  the  Prince  of  Conde’s 
promifing  to  deliver  them  foon  from  it,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war,  by  forcing  M.  de  Turenne  to  fubmit  himfelf 
with  his  troops ;  but  the  effedt  not  anfwering  the  hopes 
he  had  daily  fed  them  up  with,  they  inclined  more  than 
ever  to  the  fide  of  the  Court,  and  refumed  fentiments 
more  fuitable  to  their  duty.  They  made  ferious  reflec¬ 
tions  how  blindly  they  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  de¬ 
voured  by  ftrangers,  without  any  advantage  that  could 
poffibly  accrue  either  to  themfelves  in  particular  or  the 
Nation  in  general,  or  a  profpeCt  of  any  thing  but  be¬ 
ing  the  dupes  of  certain  ambitious  fpirits  whofe  foie  aim 
was  to  engage  them  in  the  defigns  they  themfelves  had 
£0  ufurp  the  Royal  Authority. 
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All  the  well-wifhers  to  the  Court  improving  thefe  fa- An.  165 2. 

vourable  difpofitions,  dextroufly  cherifhed  the  mif-under- - - 

ftanding  which  began  to  grow  between  the  Parifians  and 
the  Princes;  the  Cardinal  de  Retz  left  nothing  untryed 
on  his  fide  to  foment  it:  the  maffacre  at  the  town- 
houfe  was  Pill  frefh  in  memory,  and  feveral  diforders, 
which  happened,  giving  occafion  to  people  to  dilcover 
their  inclination,  the  incendiaries  who  had  fo  often  put 
them  in  motion  againft  the  King’s  intereft,  loft  all  their 
credit;  which  railing  the  dejedted  fpirits  of  the  King’s 
faithful  fubjects,  they  pointed  out  to  others  the  dange¬ 
rous  precipice  down  which  the  ambition  of  the  Princes 
was  going  to  calt  them. 

The  prudence  of  the  Gerlerals  having  fecured  forrage 
to  the  King’s  Army,  and  the  intrenchments  being  fuch 
as  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  the  enemy  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  force  them,  there  palled  nothing  during  the 
blockade  but  frequent  skirmifhes  which  were  unavoid¬ 
able,  on  account  of  the  nearnefs  of  the  lines  of  each 
army.  There  happened,  among  others,  one  fo  conli- 
derable,  that  it  had  like  to  have  brought  on  a  gene¬ 
ral  engagement,  in  fpite  of  the  Generals  on  both  lides. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  being  come  to  fee  the  Army 
of  the  Princes,  the  youth  of  quality  who  had  accom¬ 
panied  him  had  a  mind  to  fhew  their  mettle,  and  went 
out  of  the  lines  to  fire  at  the  King’s  troops  with  their 
piftols :  the  latter  feeing  them  come  in  great  numbers* 
went  out  likewife  to  fight  them :  the-  cavalry  was  skir- 
rnifhing  in  the  plain,  and  the  infantry  on  the  fame  ac¬ 
count  were  fcattered  up  and  down  in  the  vineyards  wduch 
run  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  The 
affair  grew  to  be  fo  much  in  earned:,  and  the  Volun¬ 
teers  on  each  fide  approached  fo  near,  that  M.  de 
Turenne  was  obliged  to  detach  the  Marquis  de  Riche¬ 
lieu  ,  with  feveral  fmall  platoons  of  cavalry,  to  go  and 
difingage  them,  which  the  Prince  perceiving,  did  the 
fame  on  his  fide.  There  were  feveral  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  on  both  lides.  A  Captain  of  Douglas’s  regiment 
named  Tivy,  who  was  taken,  made  his  efcape  a  few 
days  afterwards,  and  brought  M.  de  Turenne  the  news 
of  the  Prince  .  of  Conde's  being  fallen  lick,  and  that 
he  was  thereupon  carried  to  Paris,  where  the  leading 
men  of  his  faction  were  ff ill  ufing  their  utmoft  endea- 
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An.  1652, vours  to  re-animate  it  with  the  hopes  of  the  impend- 

* - ing  ruin  of  the  King’s  Army.  If  they  really  believed 

what  they  gave  out,  they  deceived  themfelves  egregi- 
oufly  •  for  the  longer  the  Army  ftaid  at  Villeneuve  S. 
George,  the  more  it  abounded  in  all  things,  which  were 
brought  it  from  Corbeil. 

In  this  interval  was  performed  a  very  gallant  aCtion 
by  the  Sieur  Sequin,  Captain  of  horfe  in  Beauveau’s  re¬ 
giment.  He  often  went  out  on  a  party ;  and  being  now 
abroad  with  a  hundred  horfe,  he  put  himfelf  in  ambuf- 
cade  to  furprife  the  enemy’s  forragers,  and  having  let  them 
come  and  fall  to  work,  he  was  going  to  carry  them  off,  when 
difcovering  very  near  him  a  fquadron  on  a  rifing  ground, 
„.  he  fet  himfelf  to  charge  thefe  latter,  fuppofing  them  to  be 

the  only  efcorte  the  forragers  had  belonging  to  them; 
but  drawing  near  he  found  there  were  four  fquadrons 
more :  he  immediately  came  to  a  refolution ;  he  told 
his  men  in  few  words,  that  it  was  too  late  to  think  of  a 
retreat,  and  that  they  muft  feek  their  fafety  in  their  fwords 
points.  He  divided  them  into  five  fmall  bodies,  each  in 
two  ranks,  and  fell  on  the  enemy  with  fo  much  vigour, 
that  he  put  them  to  the  rout,  killed  threefcore  of  them 
on  the  fpot,  took  fifty  prifoners,  and  thus  he  defeated, 
notwithftanding  fo  great  an  inequality,  the  old  regi¬ 
ment  of  Wirtemberg,  the  Major  whereof  and  two  Cap¬ 
tains  were  in  the  number  of  the  prifoners. 

The  Court  which  was  at  Pontoife  or  S.  Germains,  was 
ftill  carrying  on  its  intelligences  in  Paris,  from  whence 
it  had  conftant  advice  of  what  palled  there,  and  how 
the  Parifians  were  difcontented  that  the  Princes  kept 
up  the  war  at  their  gates ;  and  now  a  negotiation  being 
on  a  good  footing,  the  Court  fent  to  know  of  the  two 
Generals,  whether  they  believed  it  practicable  to  difengage 
the  Army  from  the  poft  it  was  in  without  running  any 
hazard,  and  to  find  means  to  join  the  King,  in  order  to 
favour  the  treaty  which  was  on  the  anvil  with  the  Pa¬ 
rifians. 

Immediately  upon  this  every  thing  was  difpofed  for  the 
Army  to  break  up  camp ;  twelve  bridges  were  laid  over 
the  fmall  river,  under  colour  of  favouring  the  forragers,  and 
orders  were  fent  to  the  troops  at  Corbeil  to  eredt  fome 
redoubts  on  a  riiing-ground  before  the  town,  the  more  to 
confirm  the  enemy  in  a  belief  that  our  thoughts  were  on- 
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ly  how  to  make  theforragers  fafe  on  all  Tides.  AH  thefe  An.  1652. 
things  being  done,  command  was  given,  the  fourth  of  -  - 

Odtober,  an  hour  before  fun-fet,  that  all  the  troops  fhould 
prepare  to  march :  as  foon  as  it  was  night,  the  baggage 
was  Tent  towards  Corbeil  with  great  iilence,  by  the 
loweft  road  along  the  Seine-  at  the  head  of  it  were 
fome  horle  and  dragoons,  with  orders  when  they  ap¬ 
proached  the  town,  to  form  into  order  of  battle  on  an 
eminence  behind  the  redoubts. 

When  the  baggage  had  palled  the  bridges,  the  troops 
followed  them  in  good  order  :  the  guards  and  the  centinels 
were  not  relieved  till  the  whole  was  got  on  the  other  fide 
the  little  river,  and  the  bridges  were  broke  to  prevent 
the  enemy’s  making  ufe  of  them  and  following  the  King’s 
Army,  in  cafe  they  had  difcovered  its  retreat ;  but,  fo 
far  were  they  from  fufpefting  it,  they  had  that  very 
night  refolved  to  attack  the  next  day  the  regiment  of 
Nettencour,  which  with  a  guard  of  forty  horfe  was  in  a 
work  which  covered,  on  the  other  fide  the  Seine,  the 
heads  of  two  bridges.  The  better  to  effect  this,  they 
had  got  ready  great  floats  of  wood,  which  they  let  drive 
from  a  league  above  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  to  the  end 
that  the  flrock  thefe  would  give  to  the  bridges  might 
carry  them  away.  The  thing  had  fuccefs  j  Nettencour’s 
regiment  going  to  crofs  over,  as  it  was  directed  to  do, 
found  they  were  broke  down,  and  M.  de  Turenne  being 
made  acquainted  therewith,  ordered  it  to  repair  to  Corbeil 
along  the  river,  not  judging  proper  to  retard,  for  this 
accident,  the  march  of  the  troops ;  it  came  without 
any  accident  to  Corbeil,  and  join’d  the  Army.  The  next 
day,  a  little  before  it  was  light,  the  enemy’s  foldiers  be¬ 
ing  come  to  attack  the  work,  were  furprized  to  find  it 
abandoned ;  but  they  were  much  more  fo  at  the  King’s 
Army  being  vanifhed :  they  were  the  firft  that  informed 
the  Generals  of  this  :  it  was  too  late  then,  and  had  they 
known  it  fooner,  they  could  have  done  it  no  great  harm  j 
becaufe  after  the  Army  had  marched  fomewhat  better 
than  a  league,  the  fituation  and  nature  of  the  ground 
was  fo  favourable  to  us ,  we  had  no  longer  any  thing  to 
fear.  On  one  fide  we  were  covered  by  the  Seine,  and  by 
the  foreft  of  Sennard  on  the  other :  the  fpace  between  both 
was  not  fo  broad  but  that  the  Army  could  fill  it,  fo  that 
it  was  impoffible  for  the  enemy  to  break  into  it  or  attack 
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An.  1652.  it  in  flank,  and  the  nearer  we  came  to  Corbeil,  the  nafo 

— - rower  was  the  ground.  All  the  troops  got  thither  be¬ 

fore  fun-rife;  and  tho’  they  were  not  to  ftay  there  above 
one  night  to  reft  themfelves,  they  made  intrenchments 
palifaded  to  prevent  a  furprife,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fhould 
take  a  fancy  to  fight.  The  next  day,  being  the  fixth  of 
Odtober,  in  the  morning,  we  marched  to  Chaume,  where 
we  arrived  in  the  evening,  defigning  to  go  and  crois  the 
Marne  at  Meaux,  and  afterwards  join  the  Court  either  at 
Pontoife  or  S.  Germain.  This  was  a  painful  and  dange¬ 
rous  day :  the  enemy  might  have  attacked  the  Army  if 
they  would.  We  marched  on  in  fuch  a  manner  that  in 
a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  time  the  whole  Army  might  have 
been  in  battalia:  the  van-guard  moved  in  two  columns; 
the  firft  fquadron  at  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  left 
was  the  firft  of  the  firft  line,  and  that  at  the  head  of  the 
right  column  was  the  firft  of  the  fecond  line,  according 
to  order  of  battle.  We  kept  the  cuftomary  diftances,  as 
if  we  had  been  on  the  point  of  fighting ;  the  infantry 
followed  the  cavalry  in  the  fame  order ;  the  firft  line  of 
infantry  followed  the  firft  of  cavalry,  and  the  fecond  in  like 
manner  :  the  gendarmes  marched  according  to  their  poft 
between  the  two  lines  of  infantry,  and  the  other  wing  of 
cavalry  followed  the  infantry  in  the  fame  order;  fo  that 
if  the  enemy  had  appeared,  the  Army  would  have  been 
ready  to  have  received  them  by  turning  to  the  left. 
The  artillery  and  bread-chefts  marched  on  the  right  of 
the  infantry,  and  the  baggage  on  the  right  of  the  whole. 
The  enemy  having  attempted  nothing  that  day,  we  after¬ 
wards  marched  with  left  conftraint  to  Prefle,  Tournam 
and  Quince;  and  on  the  eleventh  having  croft  the  Marne 
near  Meaux,  we  encamped  the  fame  night  at  Boretz, 
from  thence  marched  to  Montleveque  and  afterwards  to 
Courteuil,  where  we  were  cover’d  by  the  river  there. 

This  retreat,  fo  furprizing  to  the  enemy,  compleated 
the  ruin  of  their  affairs  with  the  Paritians,  who  being 
weary  of  bearing  the  burthen  of  a  war  which  was  quite 
finking  them,  were  every  day  more  and  more  defirous  to 
fee  an  end  put  to  it  by  the  return  of  the  King,  whofe 
friends  made  their  ufe  of  fo  favourable  a  conjuncture. 
The  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  thought 
it  Was  not  their  intereft  to  ftay  any  longer  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Paris,  fince,  if  they  did,  they  would  lofe  thofe 
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few  friends  which  were  left  them,  and  whom  they  could  An.  1652- 
not  preferve  but  by  removing  farther  off;  befides,  win-  ■  1  ■ 

ter  was  coming  on,  and  the  country  was  fo  wafted,  that 
it  had  been  next  to  impoftible  to  fubfift  their  troops  there. 

Thefe  confiderations  and  perhaps  fbme  others  which 
are  not  known,  determined  the  Princes  to  quit  Paris : 
they  thought  the  belt  courfe  they  could  fteer  was  to 
winter  their  troops  in  Champagne  and  Lorrain,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  being  to  join  them  at  Rhetel,  to  aftift  them  to 
take  fuch  places  as  were  neceflary  to  cover  and  fecure 
their  quarters.  As  for  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  Ma¬ 
demoiselle,  it  was  refolved  they  fhould  continue  at  Paris, 
and  employ  their  intereft  and  endeavours  to  hinder  that 
city  from  receiving  the  King.  All  thefe  refolutions  were 
immediately  put  in  execution;  for  the  King’s  Army  not 
as  yet  being  got  farther  than  Courteuil  near  Senlis  about 
the  fourteenth  of  Odtober,  that  of  the  enemy  paffed  by 
it,  taking  their  way  to  Champagne. 

The  Court  then  conceived  it  to  be  their  intereft  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Paris,  and  M.  de  Turenne  went  purpofely  to  S. 

Germain  to  perfuade  them  to  it :  he  reprefented  to  them 
the  neceftity  of  it,  that  as  they  had  a  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  it  they  fhould  not  by  any  means  let  it  flip, 
nor  give  the  Parifians  time  to  come  off  of  the  pre- 
fent  difguft  they  had  taken  to  the  Princes,  which  their 
abfence  and  the  removal  of  their  troops  might  cure  them 
of.  To  ftrengthen  his  opinion,  he  fliewed  that  there  was 
no  hopes  of  finding  winter-quarters  for  the  troops,  if  the 
King  did  not  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Paris ;  that  if  this 
was  not  done  they  fhould  not  be  able  to  make  head  the 
next  campaign  againft  the  enemy’s  forces,  which  would 
be  very  numerous;  that  if  Paris  refufed  to  admit  the 
King,  all  the  other  Cities  would  follow  its  example; 
and  he  concluded,  with  alluring  them  that  all  depended 
on  the  good  or  bad  fuccefs  of  this  affair.  His  reafons, 
which  are  here  only  touch’d  upon,  appeared  fo  weighty 
to  the  council,  that  they  were  approved  of.  The  Court 
departed  from  S.  Germain,  and  took  the  road  over  the 
bridge  at  S.  Cloud,  the  others  being  broke;  when  it 
Was  arrived  at  the  Bois  de  Boulogne  there  came  certain 
perfons  from  Paris  who  applied  themfelves  to  fome 
members  of  the  Council,  and  reprefented  that  the  en- 
terprife  was  dangerous,  and  that  it  was  a  rafh  hazard- 
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An.  1652.  ing  of  the  King’s  Perfon.  Thefe  Gentlemen  laft  men- 

<— — - tioned  took  the  alarm,  and  went  to  the  Queen’s  coach 

in  which  the  King  was,  to  difluade  their  Majefties 
from  proceeding  further.  The  coach  ftop’d:  M.  de 
Turenne  and  the  reft  of  the  Council  were  called,  to 
confult  what  was  to  be  done :  all  were  of  opinion  the 
Court  fhould  return  to  S.  Germain ,  there  was  only  M. 
de  Turenne  who  perfifted  in  the  firft  refolution  and  in 

the  reafons  which  had  induced  them  to  take  it,  ad¬ 

ding,  that  after  coming  fo  far,  to  return  would  equally 
prejudice  the  affairs  of  the  King  and  his  honour  •  that  it 
would  fhew  a  want  of  refolution  which  would  make  the 
Court  defpicable,  dif-hearten  their  friends,  and  encourage 
their  enemies ;  that  every  thing  was  to  be  dreaded  from 
a  change  wherein  fo  much  faint-heartednefs  would  ap¬ 
pear,  and  that  he  look’d  upon  thofe  who  were  come  to 
bring  this  advice  either  as  concealed  enemies,  who  would 
prevent  the  King’s  entring  Paris,  or  as  timorous  fouls, 
Itvhote  fentiments  ought  not  to  be  minded. 

The  Queen  whom  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  frighten, 
and  whofe  courage  was  proof  againft  all  danger,  ftuck  to 
M.  deTurenne’s  opinion  againft  that  of  the  whole  council. 
She  faid  that  on  fo  important  an  occafton,  it  were  bet¬ 
ter  to  expofe  her  felf  and  her  fon  to  what  dangers  might 
pccur,  than  to  lofe  their  reputation  by  an  adtion  fo 
diflronourable  as  their  return  would  be,  which  would 
utterly  ruin  their  affairs,  and  that  they  muft  never  hope 
to  enter  Paris  again  if  they  loft  this  opportunity.  It  was 
refolved  to  go  thither :  the  King  advanced  at  the  head 
of  his  guards,  entered  the  city  by  the  gate  S.  Honore, 
and  inftead.  of  the  oppofition  which  feme  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  him  apprehensive  of,  he  every  where  met 
with  nothing  but  acclamations  demonftrating  the  gene¬ 
ral  joy,  and  he  was  attended  to  the  Louvre  by  crouds 
of  people,  inceffantly  crying  yiye  le  Roy.  While  his 
Majefty  was  entring  at  one  gate,  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
went  out  at  another,  and  Mademoifelle  who  was  return’d 
into  her  apartment  at  the  Thuilleries,  had  orders  to  de¬ 
part  from  Paris,  which  fhe  obeyed 

M.  de  Turenne  returned  immediately  to  the  Army, 
and  towards  the  clofe  of  the  month  put  himfelf  on  his 
march  to  follow  the  enemy,  who  had  feiz’d  Chateau- 
porcien  and  Rhetel  on  the  Aifne,  where  they  met  with 
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but  little  refiftance;  from  thence  they  went  and  attack’d  An.  i6^z. 
S.  Menehoult,  which  made  a  good  defence  ■  but  it  was  ■  "■•■■■■» 

at  laft  forced  to  furrender  on  terms ;  there  were  in  it  be- 
fides  the  ordinary  garrifon  no  more  than  four  companies 
of  the  regiment  of  York,  who  threw  themfelves  into  it 
before  it  was  inverted.  When  the  Army  of  the  Princes 
quitted  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  there  were  fent  with 
feme  cavalry  of  M.  de  la  Ferte’s,  the  regiment  of  in¬ 
fantry  which  bore  his  name,  and  that  of  York,  with  or¬ 
ders  to  march  with  all  fpeed  and  throw  themfelves  into 
S.  Menehoult  and  the  places  of  the  Barrois.  The  Mar- 
fhal  went  himfelf  to  Nanci,  to  defend  as  well  as  he 
could  his  government,  where  he  imagined,  as  indeed  it 
happened,  they  defigned  to  fix  their  winter-quarters. 

In  the  march  which  the  King’s  Army  made  towards 
Champagne,  it  encamp’d  the  fecond  of  November  at 
Balieux,  where  it  was  obliged  to  remain  one  day,  be- 
caufe  the  foldiers  meeting  on  the  way  with  abundance 
of  new  wines,  they  got  in  general  fo  drunk  that  there 
came  not  to  the  quarters  a  fufficient  number  to  mount 
the  ordinary  guard  at  the  General’s  or  the  Duke  of  York’s 
quarters.  After  they  were  got  together  again,  we  march  • 
ed  the  fourth  to  Dixy  near  Epornai,  where  we  croft 
the  Marne  the  fifth  to  cover  our  felves  with  this  river, 
the  enemy  being  then  about  Rhetel,  where  the  Count 
de  Fuenfaldagne  had  joined  them  with  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  Army  of  Spain,  which  obliged  M.  de  Turenne  to 
keep  always  at  a  reasonable  diftance,  and  behind  fome 
river  or  defile,  that  he  might  avoid  the  danger  of  a 
furprize.  The  fixth  the  Army  march’d  to  Cheppes, 
where  after  it  had  incamp’d  three  or  four  days,  it  re- 
pafs’d  the  Marne,  and  pitcht  at  Vitry  le  Brulle.  The 
fixth  it  march’d  to  Vitry  le  Francois,  always  regulat¬ 
ing  its  motions  according  to  thofe  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  while  the  King’s  Army  was  making  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  incampments  that  S.  Menehoult  was  taken,  about  the 
thirteenth  of  November:  the  enemy  there  difcharged 
the  Duke  of  Orleans’s  troops  which  were  in  their  Army, 
and  gave  them  leave  to  return  into  France,  on  condition 
they  did  not  ferve  the  King  the  remainder  of  this  Cam¬ 
paign,  nor  in  any  other  on  that  fide  the  country :  they 
were  made  to  march  to  the  quarters  afligned  them  in  Pi- 
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An.  1652.  cardy,  and  the  following  year  they  ferved  in  the  Armies 
- - on  the  other  frontiers  of  France. 

The  enemy  went  afterwards  and  befieged  Barleduc  ; 
M.  de  la  Ferte  had  fent  thither  one  named  Roulfillon  to 
command  therein,  with  a  garrifon  capable  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  place  longer  than  he  did:  he  was  neverthelefs 
vain  enough  to  refufe  a  reinforcement  of  five  hundred 
men  which  M.  de  Turenne  had  fent  to  S.  Dixier  during 
the  fiege  of  S.  Menehoult,  with  orders  to  go  to  Barleduc, 
if  the  Governor  had  occafion  for  them  ■  he  thank’d  M. 
de  Turenne  for  the  care  he  took  of  him,  allured  him 
he  was  in  a  good  condition,  if  the  enemy  durft  attack 
him,  which  he  re-iterated  when  he  was  in  veiled,  with 
promiles  to  give  a  good  account  of  the  place.  This 
news  was  brought  the  eighteenth  to  M.  de  Turenne, 
who  was  at  Vitry  le  Francois ;  he  decamped  immediately 
to  go  to  the  relief  of  it  with  all  poffible  expedition; 
and  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  being  informed  of  his  ap¬ 
proach,  he  repafs’d  the  Marne  at  Vitry,  and  going  along 
the  fide  of  the  river  which  was  on  his  left,  he  arrived 
by  day-break  at  S.  Dixier :  there  he  halted  fix  hours  to 
reft  his  troops,  and  the  moment  we  were  going  to  con¬ 
tinue  our  march,  he  received  advice  that  the  town  and 
caftle  had  far  rendered-  which  made  the  Army  halt. 

This  news  was  the  more  difagreeable  in  that  it  fru- 
ftrated  the  defign  which  had  been  form’d,  not  only  to 
fuccour  the  place,  but  likewife  to  fight  the  enemy,  or 
force  them  to  fuch  a  precipitate  retreat,  that  at  leaft  they 
would  have  loft  their  canon  and  baggage.  Never  was 
any  enterprife  more  judicioully  concerted;  for  tho’  the 
King’s  Army  was  much  inferior  in  number  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  yet  the  nature  and  fituation  of  the  ground  was  fo 
advantageous  on  that  fide  by  which  we  were  marching 
towards  them,  that  we  ran  no  risk,  the  country  being 
ail  woody. 

M.  de  Turenne  had  fix  thoufand  foot,  effective 
men,  well  difciplin’d ;  the  Army  had  been  reinforced 
with  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry  which  had  been  drawn 
out  of  the  garrilbns  ot  Artoile,  Picardy  and  other  places 
which  might  fpare  them  fince  the  enemy  was  gone  out 
cf  the  heart  of  France.  By  favour  of  the  woods,  and 
by  the  quicknefs  of  the  march,  we  might  have  fallen  on 
the  enemy  when  they  would  have  leaft  thought  of  it; 

neither 
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neither  had  it  availed  them  much  to  have  been  warned  An.  1652. 
of  it  j  for  the  fituation  of  the  place  is  fuch,  and  fuch  ■  —  ■ 

the  difadvantage  of  the  poll;  in  behalf  of  the  befiegers 
againft  an  Army  which  comes  to  relieve  the  place,  that 
intrenchments  are  of  no  ufe  there,  and  cannot  be  defend¬ 
ed  ;  the  woods  extend  in  length  within  a  league  of  the 
town }  there  is  between  the  wood  and  the  caftle  a  fpa- 
cious  plain,  level  to  which  ftands  the  caftle,  and  the  up¬ 
per  town  is  on  the  edge  of  a  defcent  which  leads  to  the 
lower  town  j  in  the  bottom  which  is  narrow  and  between 
two  little  hills,  runs  a  fmall  brook,  and  the  declivity  on 
each  fide  is  fharp  and  difficult  j  fo  that  the  King’s 
troops  would  have  only  had  to  do  with  an  enemy  which 
Were  on  their  fide  the  brook,  and  would  have  paft:  their 
time  very  ill  between  the  Army  which  had  attacked  them 
and  the  caftle,  and  between  the  wood  and  the  caftle, 
and  their  retreat  could  not  have  been  made  without  fo 
much  confufion  that  they  muft  have  tumbled  over  one 
another  in  heaps. 

When  M.  de  Turenne  formed  this  defign,  he  fuppofed 
he  fhould  find  the  enemy’s  whole  Army  together,  and 
did  not  know,  as  he  learnt  afterwards,  that  Fuenfaldagne 
with  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops  was  retired,  being 
ignorant  of  the  ftrength  of  the  King’s  Army,  and  be¬ 
lieving  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  to 
be  ftrong  enough  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  Barrois  and 
there  fettle  their  winter-quarters.  So  glorious  a  blow  was 
mift  thro’  the  indifcretion  of  M.  deRouffillon,who  fuffer’d 
himfelf  to  be  ftript  of  the  four  belt  companies  of  his 
garrifon  in  the  lower  town,  tho’  it  was  defended  with  a 
very  good  wall,  and  furrounded  with  a  ditch  full  of  wa¬ 
ter  :  he  might  at  leaft  have  held  out  till  there  had  been 
a  breach  in  it ;  but  the  enemy  became  mafters  of  it  the 
very  day  they  came  before  the  place,  and  not  thinking 
fit  to  make  their  attack  on  that  iide,  they  raifed  the  next 
day  a  battery  on  the  plain-fide  againft  the  caftle,  and 
fcarce  had  it  begun  to  play,  but  the  Governor  without 
fo  much  as  flaying  till  a  breach  was  made  in  it,  defin¬ 
ed  to  capitulate,  and  agreed  to  march  next  day  out  of 
the  place. 

M.  de  Lorrain  loft  at  this  fiege  M.  Fange,  a  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  and  the  beft  officer  in  his  whole  Army} 
he  was  killed  the  night  after  the  taking  the  lower  town : 

lie 
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An.  1 652.  he  Tapp’d  with  the  Prince  of  Conde  in  a  houfe  pretty 

———near  the  upper  town,  and  making  a  debauch  he  got 
fo  very  drunk,  that  in  a  fit  of  fool-hardinefs,  he  went 
out  at  the  back  door,  with  a  napkin  about  his  head,  to 
make  himfelf  the  more  diftinguifhable,  and  to  give 
the  fairer  aim  to  be  fired  at  by  the  befieged  ;  the  Prince 
of  Conde  and  the  Chevalier  de  Guife  ran  after  him  to 
bring  him  back ;  but  before  they  could  get  up  with  him, 
he  received  a  musket  fhot  which  killed  him. 

The  quick  taking  of  Bar  le  due  gave  the  enemy  time  to 
ieize  Ligni,  Voyd  and  Commerci  •  becaufe  M.  de  Tu- 
renne  being  ignorant  of  Fuenfaldagne’s  being  gone  off, 
did  not  dare  to  approach  the  enemy  too  near:  we  re¬ 
mained  therefore  two  or  three  days  at  S.  Difier,  during 
which  they  made  thefe  new  progreffes;  and  thefe  three 
places  having  but  weak  garrifons,  could  make  little  or 
no  refiftance. 

The  King’s  Army  advanced  from  S.  Difier  to  Stainville, 
where  it  was  joined  by  a  reinforcement  of  a  regiment 
of  cavalry  of  three  hundred  troopers,  and  a  regiment 
of  infantry  of  twelve  hundred  foot  of  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain’s  troops,  the  regiment  of  cavalry  and  the  independent 
company  of  the  Earl  of  Briftol.  Altho’  thefe  troops,  all 
but  the  independent  company,  were  but  new  levies  in¬ 
capable  of  doing  great  fervice,  the  number  of  them 
however  gave  fome  reputation.  It  was  at  Stainville, 
and  not  before  the  five  and  twentieth  of  November, 
that  we  heard  of  the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne’s  departure; 
upon  which  M.  de  Turenne  refolved  to  offer  the  enemy 
battle,  and  in  cafe  they  declined  it,  oblige  them  to  turn 
out  of  their  winter-quarters,  in  which  they  thought  them- 
felves  fo  well  fettled,  that  they  had  already  made  the  re¬ 
partition  of  them  :  the  event  will  fhew  how  much  they 
were  miftaken  ;  for  when  we  advanced  towards  them  the 
next  day,  they  found  themfelves  fo  little  able  to  main¬ 
tain  themfelves  therein,  that  not  daring  to  look  M.  de 
Turenne  in  the  face  they  on  a  fudden  broke  up  camp, 
croft  the  Meufe  near  Voyd,  where  the  Prince  was  adver- 
tifed  we  were  marching  towards  him,  and  leaving  the 
river  on  the  left  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Luxem¬ 
bourg:  we  followed  them  fo  clofe,  that  oftentimes  the 
King’s  Army  arrived  at  noon  where  they  had  lain  the 
night  before.  Thus  were  they  chafed  till  the  thirtieth, 

when 
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when  we  arriv’d,  in  the  morning,  at  S.  Mihel:  it  An.  i6-z. 
was  not  thought  proper  to  purfue  them  further ,  fmce  ■ 
being  under  fhelter  of  their  own  country,  they  were 
out  of  danger. 

And  now  M.  de  Turenne  thought  of  nothing  but  how 
to  refrefh  his  Army,  efpecially  the  infantry,  which  had 
been  much  harafs’d  by  fo  many  toilfome  marches,  beiides 
being  pinch’d  for  want  of  bread.  The  enemy  whom 
we  had  continually  purfued,  had  eaten  up  the  country 
every  where ;  the  bread-chefts  were  empty,  and  it  wasirn- 
poffible  for  the  commiffaries  of  provilions  to  procure 
any  at  that  time.  M.  de  Turenne  fent  to  demand  fome 
of  the  inhabitants  of  S.  Mihel,  who  having  made  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  obeying,  on  a  pretended  impoffibility  of  fur- 
nilhing  a  fufficient  quantity  at  a  day’s  warning,  he  found 
himfelf  obliged,  rather  than  let  his  Army  pcrifh  with  hun¬ 
ger,  to  order  his  infantry,  gendarmes  and  canon  to  en¬ 
ter  the  town,  and  to  diftribute  his  cavalry  into  the  cir¬ 
cumjacent  villages ;  altho’  we  flayed  there  but  a  little 
time,  it  did  the  troops  a  great  deal  of  good-  but  M. 
delaFerte  having  been  informed  of  this,  came  to  Nanci, 
which  was  ten  or  twelve  leagues  off,  to  entreat  M. 
de  Turenne  to  withdraw,  holding  it  for  fo  great  an  af¬ 
front  his  taking  quarters  in  that  town,  that  he  did  not 
forgive  it  him  in  a  long  time,  and  this  mifunderftanding 
was  afterwards  very  prejudicial  to  the  King’s  affairs.  We 
were  neceffitated  to  depart  the  day  after  the  arrival  of 
the  Marfhal,  whofe  anger  increafing  on  the  complaints 
made  by  the  inhabitants  againft  certain  foldiers,  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  troops  in  their  march,  attended  with  his 
guards,  at  whofe  head  he  charged  the  lingerers  as  if 
they  had  been  enemies  •  and  thus  continuing  to  lay 
about  him  quite  to  the  quarters  of  the  gendarmes,  who 
were  not  yet  in  order  or  on  their  march,  one  of  the 
Earl  of  BriftoPs  company,  named  Manwarine,  who  did 
not  know  him,,  feeing  how  violently  he  dealt  his  blows, 
took  him  to  be  the  enemy,  and  prefented  a  piftol  at  his 
belly,  but  happily  for  both  it  mift  fire:  the  poor  gen¬ 
darme  was  wounded  in  five  or  fix  places,  and  lay  for  dead 
on  the  ground,  but  he  recovered.  Berkley,  Cornet  of  the 
fame  company ,  came  off  better  •  by  the  great  noife 
Which  the  Marfhal  made  he  imagined  as  well  as  Man  wa¬ 
ring,  that  the  enemy  were  entered  the  town ;  be  advanced 

with 


398  MEMOIRS  of  the 

An.  1652.  with  his  piftol  in  his  hand  to  the  corner  of  a  ftreet,  but 
■i.  '  knowing  die  Marfihal,  he  immediately  lowered  the  muz¬ 
zle  of  it,  and  faluted  him,  and  as  he  was  known  to  the 
Marlhal,  he  efcaped  better  than  the  gendarme. 

We  arrived  in  the  evening  at  a  fmall  village,  called 
Villotte;  the  next  day  we  marched  to  Tronville,  be¬ 
tween  Bar  and  Ligni :  in  the  evening  was  fent  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  cavalry  and  infantry  with  canon,  and  all  things 
neceflary  for  attacking  this  laft  place-  a  battery  was  pre- 
fently  raifed  within  lefs  than  half-musket  ihot  of  the 
walls  •  trenches  were  thrown  up  on  the  right  and  left  to 
cover  the  infantry,  and  an  epaulment  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  cavalry  j  all  thefe  works  were  perfe&ed  before  fun- 
rife  :  the  batteries  began  then  to  play,  and  before  night 
there  was  a  reafonable  breach ;  the  difficulty  was  how  to 
pafs  the  ditch  which  was  full  of  water,  and  not  only 
deep  but  fo  broad,  that  the  rubbifn  of  the  breach  was 
not  enough  to  fill  it :  neverthelefs  they  gave  the  aflault, 
and  what  with  boards,  planks,  ladders  and  long  beams, 
they  palled  the  ditch,  and  got  to  the  breach,  which  the 
enemy  inftandy  abandon’d  and  retir’d  into  the  caftle, 
which  was  ftronger.  The  next  day  M.  de  Turenne 
marched  with  his  troops  to  Bar  le  due,  leaving  M.  de  la 
Ferte  with  his  at  the  fiege  of  the  caftle  of  Ligni. 

The  fame  night  that  we  arived  at  Bar  a  battery  was 
eredted  againft  the  lower  town,  under  cover  of  fome 
houfes  which  were  almoft  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch, 
there  being  but  a  very  little  fpace  between  them  :  the 
canon  began  firing  in  the  morning,  and  tho’  they  were 
fmall  and  but  a  few,  no  more  than  two  twelve  pound¬ 
ers,  one  eight  and  two  fix  pounders,  yet  the  pieces 
being  reinforced  and  capable  of  being  double-loaded,  M, 
de  Champfort,  Lieutenant  of  the  Artillery,  made  fo  good 
a  ufe  of  them,  that  by  fun-fet  there  was  a  good  breach. 

The  regiment  of  Picardy  was  to  give  the  aflault  under 
the  command  of  iM.  de  Tot  the  eldeft  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  of  France,  and  the  only  one  in  this  Army.  The 
breach  was  juft  by  the  gate  on  the  right,  as  you  go  in, 
which  was  only  flank’d  with  two  fmall  round  towers  on 
the  fide :  we  chofo  to  batter  this  place  preferable  to  any 
other,  that  we  might  not  be  impeded  by  filling  the  ditch, 
and  becaufe  any  where  elfe  we  muft  have  made  a  wider 
breach,  which  would  have  taken  up  more  time  than  we 

cared 
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cared  to  employ  there,  whereas  in  this  place  we  had  An.  1652. 

the  conveniency  of  palling  the  ditch  over  the  bridge — - - 

belonging  to  the  town,  and  of  leaping  down  below, 
where  was  the  draw-bridge  of  the  wicket,  from  whence 
we  could  flip  along  the  wall  to  the  breach,  which  was 
not  far  off. 

Every  thing  being  thus  difpofed,  M.  de  Turenne  made 
two  or  three  difcharges  of  his  canon  againft  the  tower 
of  the  gate,  which  alone  defended  the  breach,  and  the 
ruins  whereof  would  have  rendered  the  attack  more  eafy. 

M.  de  Tot  who  had  orders  to  begin  it,  inftead  of  mak¬ 
ing  fome  men  march  immediately  and  flaying  with 
the  body  of  the  detachment  himfelf,  having,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do,  drunk  a  little  too  much  for  a  Com¬ 
mander,  he  followed  the  Serjeant  who  led  the  head  of  the 
attack  j  and  as  he  was  leaping  from  the  fniall  wicket-gate, 
he  was  killed  with  a  musket-fhot.  This  place  was  fa¬ 
tal  to  drunkards :  but  the  Duke  of  York  muff  do  this 
juftice  to  the  Nation  as  to  own  that  poor  M.  de  Tot 
was  the  only  French  officer  he  ever  faw  drunk  in  all  their 
Armies.  This  accident  caufed  no  delay :  the  afiailants 
paffed  in  file  thro’  the  wicket,  and  puffing  their  way  up 
to  the  breach  in  fpite  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy  whom 
the  canon  could  not  diflodge  from  the  tower  of  the 
gate,  they  not  only  carried  the  breach,  but  drove  the 
befieged  likewife  from  the  barricades  which  they  had 
made  behind  and  in  the  ftreets,  purfuing  them  quite  to 
the  upper  town. 

An  accident  which  befel  the  Governor,  whofe  name 
was  Defpiller,  conduced  very  much  to  the  taking  of  this 
lower  town :  not  imagining  we  would  make  the  affault 
that  night,  he  continued  in  the  upper  town;  but  the 
noife  of  the  attack  having  obliged  him  to  come  thither, 
and  ordering  out  two  hundred  men  to  ftrengthen  thofe 
who  defended  the  poll,  his  horfe  fell  under  him  as  he 
was  going  down  to  the  lower  town,  and  bruifed  his  leg 
fo  violently  that  he  was  forced  to  be  carried  up  again. 

We  did  not  lofe  many  men  in  this  affault:  belides  M. 
de  Tot,  there  was  no  perfon  of  diftindtion  killed,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Marquis  d’  Angeau,  a  Volunteer-  M.  Poliac, 
firfb  Captain  of  Picardy,  who  commanded  the  regiment 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Major  Officers,  received  a  musket 
ball  in  his  ffoulder  ;  and  Godenviller,  Captain  in  the  fame 

3  regiment. 
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An.  1 65 2. regiment,  received  one  in  his  belly,  but  they  both  re- 
»»■  . --  covered. 

Cardinal  Mazarin  arrived  in  the  camp  that  day,  and 
brought  a  reinforcement  of  troops  which  had  been  drawn 
out  of  divers  places,  and  were  commanded  by  the  Duke 
d’Elbeuf  and  Marfhal  d’Aumont.  The  Cardinal  law  the 
lower  town  taken,  which  ferved  but  little  towards  the 
taking  the  upper  town  and  caftle,  which  we  attacked 
merely  for  the  putting  our  infantry  under  cover  there, 
the  weather  being  too  fevere  to  encamp :  We  found  in 
it  abundance  of  wine  and  bread,  which  we  flood  in 
great  need  of.  As  for  the  cavalry,  it  was  fent  into  good 
quarters  in  the  country,  and  near  adjoining  to  the  town. 

Although  it  was  a  very  hard  froft  the  Prince  of  Conde 
refolved  to  attempt  the  relief  of  the  place:  We  had 
timely  notice  of  his  marching,  and  it  was  concluded  by 
the  Cardinal  and  the  Generals,  that  M.  de  Turenne  and 
M.  de  la  Ferte  fhould  march  and  meet  the  enemy  with 
the  greateft  part  of  the  cavalry,  about  three  thoufand 
foot  and  fix  field-pieces,  and  that  the  Cardinal  fhould 
follow  them  at  fome  diftance,  while  Meflieurs  d’Elbeuf 
and  d’Aumont  with  the  reft  of  the  troops  fhould  flay 
and  carry  on  the  fiege. 

Information  was  brought  that  the  enemy  were  coming  by 
the  road  of  Vaubecourt  which  is  about  five  leagues  from 
Barleduc.  The  King’s  Army  marched  towards  them  •  M. 
de  Turenne  leading  the  van,  advanced  as  far  as  Condit, 
which  is  not  above  a  league  and  an  half  from  Vaube- 
.  court:  The  moment  that  the  fbremoft  troops  entered 
Condit  in  order  to  lodge  there,  advice  came  by  a  party 
which  had  taken  fome  prifoners,,that  the  Prince  of  Conde 
was  juft  arrived  at  Vaubecourt,  Where  he  was  to  ftay 
that  night,  not  knowing  we  were  fo  near.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  fent  inftantly  to  acquaint  M.  de  la  Ferte  with  this, 
and  to  let  him  know  that  he  was  of  the  opinion  they 
ought  to  haften  and  fall  forthwith  on  the  enemy,  whom 
they  fhould  certainly  find  in  great  diforder-  that  the 
quarters  being  filled  with  wine  and  all  kinds  of  provifions, 
the  Commanders  would  be  hard  put  to  it  to  get  their 
troops  together,  and  make  the  troopers^mount,  and  that 
their  furprize  would  be  fo  great  in  finding  themfelves  at¬ 
tacked  at  a  time  when  they  imagined  the  King’s  Army 
to  be  a  great  way  off,  £hat  a  yidtory  might  be  obtained 
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with  eafe.  But  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte,  inftead  of  confent-  An.  1652. 
ing  to  this  propofal,  came  himfelf  to  tell  M.  de  Turenne"  1  * 

that  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  undertake  an  affair 
of  fo  great  importance  without  the  participation  of  the 
Cardinal,  who  was  not  far  off,  and  that  he  was  of  opi¬ 
nion  he  fliould  be  fent  to,  and  his  confent  had  before  they 
did  any  thing.  M.  de  Turenne  was  forced  againft  his 
will  to  take  this  courfe:  an  exprefs  was  difpatched  away 
to  the  Cardinal,  to  inform  him  viva  voce  of  the  glorious 
opportunity  that  offered ;  he  inftantly  fent  back  his  con¬ 
fent  ;  but  tho’  he  was  not  at  the  diftance  of  above  a 
league  or  two  at  moft,  the  opportunity  was  loft  ;  for  at 
the  very  moment  that  we  were  marching  to  the  enemy, 
another  party  brought  word  that  there  was  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  the  Prince  was  decamped,  for  that  the  town  was 
all  on  fire,  and  the  advanced  guard  not  to  be  feen.  As 
we  moved  on  we  found  that  Vaubecourt  indeed  was  on 
fire;  and  another  party  brought  news  that  the  enemy 
were  retiring  with  extreme  precipitation ;  whereupon  M. 
de  Turenne  turned  back  with  his  troops  in  order  to  put 
them  into  their  quarters,  not  thinking  it  proper  to  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther.  The  next  day  we  learned  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Vaubecourt  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  having 
been  informed  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  approach  had  beat  a 
general  march  and  founded  to  horfe,  and  that  feeing  the 
little  hafte  his  troops  made  to  leave  fo  good  a  lodging  he 
caufed  each  corner  of  the  town  to  be  fet  on  fire,  to  make 
them  turn  out  the  quicker.  This  narrow  efcape  made 
him  more  circumfped  afterwards  ;  he  did  not  think  it 
convenient  to  ftay  any  longer  in  that  country,  feeing  that 
the  King’s  Army  was  numerous  enough  to  carry  on  two 
fieges  at  once,  and  come  and  meet  him  at  the  fame  time 
tvith  half  the  troops. 

When  we  were  affured  that  the  enemy  had  entirely 
quitted  the  country,  M.  de  la  Ferte  returned  to  Bar  with 
moft  of  the  infantry,  and  a  part  of  the  cavalry,  and  M. 
de  Turenne  put  the  reft  into  quarters  at  Contruffon,  Re- 
vigny  aux  Vaches,  and  other  villages  which  were  not 
above  four  leagues  from  Bar.  The  Cardinal  took  up  his 
quarters  in  the  village  of  Fains,  wirhin  a  league  of  the 
town ;  there  he  ftaid  during  the  fiege,  which  lafted  no 
long  time  after  the  Prince  of  Conde  was  retired.  The 
befieged  however  fuffered  two  breaches  to  be  made 
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An.  1652  before  they  defired  a  parley ;  at  the  fir  ft,  which  was 

- - thought  practicable,  the  foldiers  when  they  mounted  to 

ftorm  it,  found  that  there  was,  on  the  other  fide,  the 
depth  of  a  pike  which  they  could  not  leap  over,  and 
which  could  not  be  difcerned  without  the  town.  We 
were  obliged  to  raife  a  new  battery  towards  the  caftle, 
where  after  having  made  a  pretty  confiderable  breach, 
the  befieged  capitulated,  furrendred  the  upper  town  and 
the  caftle,  and  became  prifoners  of  war.  This  was  about 
the  middle  of  December.  The  unferviceablenefs  of  the 
firft  breach  mentioned  above  may  be  an  inftruCtion  to 
Governors  of  places  how  to  make  them  the  more  defen- 
fible.  Art  may  do  that  elfewhere  which  Nature  did  here  j 
for  if  a  wall  is  reafonably  ftrong  and  has  a  good  founda¬ 
tion,  they  may  cut,  behind  the  place  which  is  battered 
in  breach,  a  very  deep  and  fteep  ditch  which  will  make 
the  breach  ufelefs  to  the  befiegers. 

Among  the  troops  which  M.  de  Lorrain  had  left  in 
garrifon  at  Barleduc  was  an  Irifh  regiment  of  foot,  who 
feeing  themfelves  in  danger  of  remaining  a  long  time  pri¬ 
foners  of  war,  their  Colonel  dying  the  day  the  place  fur¬ 
rendred,  the  Lieutenant -Colonel,  who  efcaped,  fent 
to  offer  his  fervice  to  the  Duke  of  York,  in  cafe  he  could 
obtain  of  the  Cardinal  that  the  regiment  fhould  have 
their  liberty ,  which  being  granted,  the  two  companies 
which  it  contained,  with  all  the  officers,  were  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  that  Prince’s  regiment  which  was  at  Ligni, 
whither  they  were  fent. 

After  the  taking  of  Barleduc,  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s 
troops  marched  to  Ligni  to  haften  the  taking  of  the 
caftle,  the  fiege  whereof  went  on  but  flowly  while 
the  other  lafted :  We  began  to  batter  in  breach,  but 
before  it  was  made  wide  enough ,  ball  failing,  the 
befieged  fortified  the  top  of  it  with  a  ftrong  palifade: 
Then  M.de  la  Ferte  fet  the  miners  on  at  the  fame  place 
where  the  ruins  of  the  wall  favoured  his  lodgment-  in  a 
little  time  the  mine  was  ready  to  play ;  and  the  regiments 
of  York  and  Douglas  were  commanded  to  make  the  at¬ 
tack  as  foon  as  it  fhould  have  had  its  effedt,  and  the  re¬ 
giment  of  la  Ferte  had  orders  to  fupport  them.  The 
Count  d’Etrees  who  commanded  the  attack,  moved  for¬ 
ward  without  flaying  till  the  fmoke  was  gone  to  fee  what 
effect  the  mine  had ;  they  paffed  upon  the  ice  over  the 
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ditch  which  was  very  broad  ;  when  they  came  to  the  An.  1652.’ 

breach  they  perceived,  but  too  late,  that  the  mine  had  de - — « 

moliffied  no  more  of  the  outer  part  of  the  wall  than  juft 
to  the  place  which  the  befieged  had  been  fencing  with 
palifades  •  there  was  no  going  forward,  fo  the  troops  were 
called  off;  but  what  added  to  the  misfortune,  the  ice 
broke  under  the  foldiers  feet  ;  the  greateft  part  of  them 
fell  into  the  ditch,  which  gave  the  befieged  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  make  a  terrible  fire  on  them.  Thus  for  want  of 
a  little  patience  to  fee  the  fuccefs  of  the  mine,  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  York  loft  four  Captains,  fome  Lieutenants  and 
Enfigns,  and  about  a  hundred  common  foldiers;  and  that 
of  Douglas,  two  Captains  and  near  fifty  common  fol¬ 
diers,  befides  the  wounded.  That  night  the  miners  were 
let  on  a  fecond  time,  and  the  next  day,  the  two  and  twen¬ 
tieth,  the  caftle  capitulated,  and  furrendred  on  the  fame 
terms  as  Barleduc. 

The  Cardinal,  whom  this  run  of  fuccefs  made  more 
keen,  was  defirous  to  pufh  on,  and  finifh  the  cam¬ 
paign  by  the  taking  of  S.  Menehoult.  After  having 
left  good  garrifons  in  Ligni  and  Barleduc,  and  repaired 
the  breaches  of  both,  as  much  as  the  feafon  would  allow, 
the  Army  fet  out  from  Contruffon  the  feven  and  twen¬ 
tieth,  and  arrived  the  next  day  at  Sommyeure,  where 
it  remained  till  the  thirtieth.  It  froze  fo  hard  the  day 
that  we  arrived  at  Sommyeure  that  the  troopers  were 
obliged  to  walk  a  foot  to  warm  themfelves;  thirty 
or  forty  of  the  common  foldiers  perifhed  that  day  with 
cold ;  for  as  foon  as  any  of  thofe  which  were  not  well 
cloathed  fate  down  to  reft  themfelves,  the  cold  feized 
them  fo  that  they  could  not  poffibly  get  upon  their  legs 
again.  The  Duke  of  York  Caw  feveral  thus  frozen  to 
death,  and  many  more  had  undergone  the  fame  fate  if 
the  Officers  had  not  taken  care  to  fet  on  horleback  fuch 
as  they  law  ready  to  fink,  and  had  them  carried  to  the 
next  town,  where  feveral  were  faved  by  giving  them 
brandy  or  other  ftrong  liquors.  What  rendered  the  cold 
more  fharp  and  piercing  was  the  marching  in  thofe  vaft: 
plains  of  Champagne,  where  there  was  not  the  leaft  fhel- 
ter  againft  a  bleak  north-eaft  wind,  which  blew  full  in 
our  free;  and  this  was  what  did  indeed  hinder  the  befieg- 
ipg  oi  S.  MepqJjoult. 
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An.  1652.  M.  de  Turenne  reprefented  to  the  Cardinal  the  diffi- 
■"  -  culties  that  would  attend  the  undertaking  it  in  fuch  fevere 
weather,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  find  cover  for  the  foot 
there  as  at  Bar  and  Ligni,  or  forrage  for  the  horfe  there* 
abouts,  fince  there  was  no  fuburb,  and  the  country  had 
been  eaten  bare  by  the  enemy ;  that  the  place  being  ftrong 
and  provided  with  a  numerous  garrifon,  it  would  require 
a  fiege  in  all  the  forms,  and  that  inftead  of  ending  the 
campaign  glorioufly,  they  would  be  in  danger  of  ruining 
the  Army  entirely,  and  railing  the  fiege  fhamefully. 

An.  1653.  The  Cardinal  at  length  yielded  to  thefe  reafons:  The 

,,  .  .  Army  marched  towards  Rhetel  through  Miocour  and 

Grivy  ;  and  the  firft  day  of  the  year  1653  palled  the  night 
at  Attigny,  which  is  fituated  on  the  river  Aifne,  which 
we  crofled  the  next  day  to  pafs  to  Saux  aux  Boh.  We 
found  it  would  have  been  almoft  as  difficult  a  task  to  at¬ 
tempt  Rhetel  as  S.  Menehoult ;  a  refolution  was  therefore' 
taken  to  fall  upon  Chateau-Porcien,two  leagues  below,  be- 
caufe  there  we  ffiould  meet  with  the  fame  conveniences  as 
at  the  fiege  of  Barleduc,  there  being  nothing  but  the  caftle 
in  any  pofture  of  defence,  and  the  town  which  we 
reckoned  upon  carrying  at  once,  being  able  to  contain 
and  cover  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  to  form  the  fiege 
of  it. 

M.  de  Turenne  arrived  the  fixth  of  January  at  Son, 
where  he  put  into  quarters  and  in  the  circumjacent  vil¬ 
lages  the  greateft  part  of  the  horfe  and  part  of  the  foot. 
It  was  but  a  league  and  a  half  from  Chateau-Porcien, 
and  was  the  fitted:  poll  that  could  be  to  prevent  any 
fuccours  being  thrown  into  the  place.  The  Duke  d’El- 
beuf  and  Marffial  d’Aumont  were  charged  with  the  care 
of  this  fiege.  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte  eftabliffied  the  quar¬ 
ters  for  his  cavalry  at . to  prevent  fuccour  like- 

wife,  and  the  Cardinal  took  up  his  at  Balhan.  The 
Duke  of  York  not  having  been  prefent  at  this  fiege,  no 
particular  account  of  it  will  find  a  place  here  3  we 
ffiall  only  mention  what  paffed  in  the  quarters  before- 
mentioned,  where  the  fervice  was  hard,  on  account  of 
the  approach  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  came  to 
endeavour  to  raife  the  fiege.  In  order  to  hinder  his  do¬ 
ing  this,  all  the  cavalry  which  was  cantoned  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Son,  had  orders  to  march  to  the 
fiege  every  evening,  ftay  there  all  night,  and  come  back 
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to  their  quarters  after  fun-rife.  Marfhal  de  la  Ferte’s  An.  3 
cavalry  did  the  fame,  and  this  fatigue  lafted  as  long  — — 
as  the  fiege,  which  by  good  fortune  was  not  very 
long.  The  town  being  prefently  taken,  the  miners  were 
fet  to  work  without  delay  at  the  caftle;  when  the  mine 
was  ready,  the  Governor,  whofe  name  was  Dubuiflon, 
capitulated,  and  agreed  to  furrender  the  place  in  four 
days,  if  it  was  not  relieved  in  that  time.  The  enemy  un- 
derltanding  this,  advanced  as  far  as  Chaumont  to  attempt 
the  relief  of  it.  It  was  believed  we  fhould  really  have 
come  to  an  adtion  the  laft  day;  the  parties  brought  in¬ 
telligence  that  they  were  marching  to  attack  the  King’s 
troops,  which  were  therefore  drawn  up  in  battalia  in  the 
pafs  over  the  plain  above  the  caftle ;  there  they  ftaid  till 
noon,  when  news  came  that  the  enemy  was  retired,  and 
an  hour  afterwards  the  caftle  furrendred  according  to  the 
capitulation ;  which  w?as  more  honourable  to  the  garrifon 
than  it  would  have  been  at  another  time,  on  account  of 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  which  made  us  wilh  to  have 
the  place  at  any  rate,  the  whole  Army  being  extremely 
fatigued,  and  all  the  adjoining  country  quite  ruined. 

The  infantry  fuffered  moll:  they  could  not  be  regu¬ 
larly  fupplied  with  bread ;  the  Commiflary  of  Provifi- 
ons  had  not  been  able  to  lay  in  any  ftore  in  any  of 
the  neighbouring  villages,  and  the  foldiers  were  forc¬ 
ed  to  eat  horle-flefh ,  and  other  bad  food,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  cabbage-ftalks,  which  they  called  the  Cardinal’s 

*  I  .. 

Notwithftanding  this,  when  they  thought  they  fhould  go 
'  into,  winter-quarters,  after  having  crofted  the  Aifne  the 
tirhteenth,  and  been  cantoned  at  Poilcourcnd  the  villages 
thereabouts,  aftej-wards  at  frouilli  between  Rheims  and 
Fifmes,  where  they  ftaid  about  two  or  three  days,  the 
Cardinal  ordered  that  the  Army  Ihould  return  towards  the 
Aifne,  which  they  palled  the  twentieth  at  Pont-a-vere,  to 
go  and  retake  Vervins,  which  the  Spaniards  had  feized 
the  fummer  before,  and  put  a  garrifon  into  it.  The  place 
was  not  ftrong  enough  to  hold  out  a  fiege;  but  it  was 
a  good  quartering-place,  and  capable  of  annoying  the 
country  round  about  it,  which  made  the  Cardinal  un¬ 
willing  to  quit  the  field  till  it  was  taken.  Never  did  the 
common  foldiers,  or  indeed  officers,  march  to  an  enter- 
prize  with  mot;e  reiu&ance  and  murmurings :  After  hav- 
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An.1653.ing  born  all  the  feverity  of  a  moft  violent  hard  froft, 
5  11  -  they  could  not  but  be  very  much  diflatisfied  to  fuffer  the 

fatigue  of  a  thaw,  in  eroding  an  uneven  country,  whofe 
clay-foil  likewife  rendred  the  ways  unpaflable,  efpecial- 
ly  between  Pont-a-vere  and  Laon  where  the  baggage 
was  fet  fall  in  the  clay  5  and  though,  after  they  had  fur- 
mounted  thefe  difficulties  they  came  into  a  more  open 
champian  country,  yet  the  continuation  of  the  thaw  ren¬ 
dred  the  ways  equally  bad  every  where.  This  march 
ruined  moft  of  the  equipages  and  occafioned  the  lofs 
of  a  great  part  of  the  baggage  and  a  good  number  of 
horfes. 

We  arrived  the  five  and  twentieth  at  Voulpaix,  within 
a  league  of  Vervins.  The  Duke  of  York,  who  fol¬ 
lowed  M.  de  Turenne  every  where,  going  along  with 
him  to  take  a  view  of  the  place,  and  being  advanced  very 
near  with  a  Gentleman  the  better  to  make  his  remarks,  he 
met  with  a  fmall  party  of  cavalry  belonging  to  the  place  which 
he  thought  belonged  to  the  Army,  and  did  not  perceive 
his  error  till  the  enemy,  being  come  within  piftol-fhot, 
fired  juft  as  he  was  going  to  join  company  with  them  3  but 
their  over  haftinefs  gave  him  and  the  Gentleman  that  was 
with  him  time  to  get  away. 

The  next  day  were  detached  about  a  thoufand  foot 
and  two  hundred  horfe  to  begin  the  attack  of  the 
place  whofe  garrifon  confifted  of  nine  hundred  men,  fix 
hundred  foot  and  three  hundred  horfe.  M.  de  Baflecour, 
a  Colonel  and.  a  brave  man  was  Governor  of  it. 
befiegers  lodged  themfelves  the  firft  rMght  under  cof&r 
of  the  houfes  and  gardens  which  are  juft  by  the  to\yn  5 
the  next  day<.=about  evening  they  jaifed  a  battery, 
which  obliged  the  enemy  to  capitulate  3  the  conditions 
were  to  march  out  of  the  place  with  arms  and  baggage. 

This  fmall  fiege  coft  few  or  no  men  3  though  it  was 
of  a  very  fhort  continuance,  ftill  the  Army  grumbled 
at  their  not  being  fent,  after  the  taking  of  Chateau-Por- 
cien,  diredtly  into  winter- quarters  5  and  when  the  enemy, 
according  to  their  cuftom,  railed  at  and  inveighed  againft: 
the  Cardinal  from  the  top  of  the  walls  of  Vervins  3  the 
foldiers  inftead  of  taking  his  part  made  no  anfwer  but 
Amen  to  all  their  curfes  and  imprecations.  The  twenty 
eighth  in  the  morning,  M.  de  Turenne  having  feen  Bafle¬ 
cour  with  his  garrifon  march  out,  and  having  taken  poft 

j  feffioB 


Duke  of  YORK.  407 

feffion  of-  the  place,  marched  the  Army  to  Creci-fur-ferre  An.  1653’ 

and  from  thence  to  Laon,  from  whence  all  the  troops- - - 

were  fent  into  their  winter-quarters-  and  the  Cardinal, 
the  Generals,  and  all  the  perfons  of  quality  took  their  way 
to  Paris,  where  they  arrived  the  third  of  February.  Thus 
ended  this  long  campaign  in  which  M.  deTurenne  acquired 
immortal  glory,  by  more  than  once  faving  the  Monarchy 
by  his  counfels,  his  conduct,  and  his  valour. 

The  laft  campaign  having  been  fb  fatiguing  and  fo  long, 
that  of  this  year  could  not  but  begin  late:  But  tho’  the 
King’s  Army  had  gone  the  lafT  into  winter-quarters,  and 
moft  of  the  troops  had  been  diftributed  into  Poitou,  An¬ 
jou,  la  Marche,  and  other  provinces  as  remote,  it  was 
neverthelefs  beforehand  with  the  enemy,  and  laid  fiege  to 
Rhetel  before  they  knew  it  was  got  together. 

This  town  is  feated  on  the  river  Aifne,  which  waters 
part  of  Champagne,  and  having  flowed  through  thofe 
plains,  the  moil:  fpacious  of  any  in  this  part  of  Europe, 
lofes  itfelf  and  its  name  in  the  river  Oife.  The  place  was 
confiderable  then  on  account  of  the  paflage  it  gave  the  ene¬ 
my  into  this  province,  and  a  facility  of  courfing  up  to  the 
very  gates  of  Paris,  and  extending  the  contributions  a  great 
way.  Though  the  Prince  of  Conde  had  entrufted  the 
government  of  it  with  the  Marquis  de  Perfan,  a  very 
brave  officer,  and  that  the  garrifon  feemed  to  be  fuflfi- 
cient,  yet  it  was  not  fo  in  proportion  to  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  place,  and  the  danger  it  was  in  of  be¬ 
ing  attacked ;  a  thoufand  men  more  would  have  ren- 
dred  the  fiege  very  difficult,  and  at  leaft  enabled  it  to 
hold  out  long  enough  to  have  given  an  opportunity  of 
relieving  it. 

M.  de  Turenne  profiting  by  this  overfight  of  theirs, 
ordered  the  outworks  to  be  briskly  attacked  the  firft 
night,  when  the  enemy  leaft  expected  it.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  and  chief  officers  who  were  there  on  purpofe  to 
obferve  where  the  befiegers  would  make  their  approaches, 
were  fo  aftonifhed  at  feeing  themfelves  attacked  on  every 
fide,  and  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  they  were  not  able 
to  make  any  great  refiftance ;  the  outworks  were  carried, 
and  the  Governor  narrowly  avoided  being  taken  before  he 
could  get  into  the  town. 

Though  its  ditch  was  a  good  one,  and  the  works  high,  yet 
they  being  only  of  earth,  and  the  palifades  only  fixed  on  the 
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An  1653  parapet,  where  they  were  leaft  neceflary,  the  befiegers 

- - marched  to  them  with  the  better  will,  inafmuch  as  be¬ 
ing  once  got  to  them,  the  advantage  would  be  equal 
to  attack  or  defend,  and  the  greater  number  would 
prevail  3  however,  we  loft  there  feveral  foldiers  and 
fome  officers.  But  the  befieged  whofe  only  hope  lay 
in  the  defence  of  the  outworks,  had  loft  courage  after 
they  were  driven  out  of  them  3  we  afterwards  raifed  batte- 
ries.fo  near  the  walls,  which  were  nope  of  the  ftrongeft,  that 
in  a  ffiort  time  were  made  in  them  two  breaches,  which  ob¬ 
liged  the  befieged  to  capitulate  the  eighth  of  July.  They 
marched  out  the  next  day  with  their  arms  and  baggage, 
and  Were  conducted  to  the  neareft  Spaniffi  garrifon.  The 
Army  ftaid  two  or  three  days  tq  repair  the  breaches, 
and  having  provided  the  town  with  all  things  neceflary, 
and  left  a  good  garrifon  in  it,  they  marched  towards  Guife 
upon  being  informed  that  the  enemy  had  appointed  their 
rendezvous  to  be  thereabouts.  Being  encamped  the  ele¬ 
venth  near  Noircourt  we  underftood  by  an  exprefs  from 
the  Governor  of  Rocroy,  that  a  part  of  their  Army 
which  was  marching  to  the  rendezvous,  was  cantoned  in 
feveral  villages  about  Chimay,  Glajon,  and  Terlon,  on 
the  other  fide  the  Ardennes  3  the  Generals  refolved  to 
march  to  them  with  all  the  trGOps,  and  fome  field- 
pieces,  not  leaving  above  five  or  fix  hundred  men  to 
guard  the  baggage.  M.  de  Turenne  who  led  the  van 
made  all  poffible  hafte,  but  when  he  was  got  to  Noft  al- 
moft  at  the  end  of  the  foreft,  he  learned  from  fome  pri- 
foners  whom  a  final  1  party  brought  to  him,  that  the  ene^ 
my  had  had  notice  of  his  deiign  and  of  his  marching:  It 
was  therefore  thought  beft  to  go  back  again  to  Noircourt, 
.and  having  fpent  three  days  in  this  march  we  rejoined 
the  baggage  the  fourteenth. 

The  whole  Army  marched  the  feventeenth  to  Haris, 
and  thence  to  S.  Algis,  where  the  King  of  France  and 
Cardinal  Mazarin  joined  it.  The  five  and  twentieth  it 
encamped  at  Ribemont,  and  we  learnt  that  the  Spaniffi 
Army,  at  leaft  thirty  thoufand  ftrong,  with  artil¬ 
lery  and  provifions  fuitable,  being  aflembled  near  l’Arbre 
de  Guife,  was  marching  to  enter  France.  A  council  was 
held  in  the  prefence  of  the  King  and  the  Cardinal  to  de¬ 
liberate  on  what  meafures  -were  to  be  taken  againft  fo 
powerful  an  Army,  that  of  his  Majefty  not  being  above 


Duke  of  YORK.  409 

fix  thoufand  foot  and  ten  thoufand  horfe.  Several  advifcd  \n-  1653. 
tjo  put  all  the  infantry,,  except  a  detachment  of  a  thoufand  ■« 

men,  into  the  frontier  towns,  with  fome  cavalry,  and  that 
the  reft  of  the  cavalry  and  the  detachment  of  infantry  ihould 
be  always  at  the  heels  of  the  enemy  to  carry  off  their 
foragers,  intercept  their  proviiions,  and  fatigue  them 
fo  as  they  might  not  be  able  to  lay  fiege  to  any  place; 
others  on  the  contrary  were  of  opinion  not  to  feparate 
the  Army,  but  to  keep  it  together  and  defend  the  pafiage 
of  the  rivers,  if  they  advanced  into  the  country;  that 
it  might  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  fuffer  them  to 
take  their  way  to  Paris,  which  was  but  juft  reduced  to 
the  King’s  obedience,  whilft  Bourdeaux  was  ftill  in  re¬ 
bellion. 

M.deTurenne  propofed  a  method  different  from  both 
the  other ;  he  apprehended  the  firft  to  be  dangerous,  becaufe 
when  the  forces  were  divided  the  enemy  might  eaiily 
chafe  what  few  there  would  be  in  the  field ;  undertake 
at  their  eafe  what  fiege  they  pleafed,  and  intrench  them- 
felves  fo  that  before  we 'could  get  together  all  the  troops, 
it  would  be  no  longer  poffible  to  force  them  :  that  any 
diverfion  which  might  be  Attempted  to  be  made  by  at¬ 
tacking  any  of  their  places,  would  be  fruirlefs,  iince  they 
would  have  time  enough  to  finifh  their  fiege,  and  come 
and  - relieve  the  place,  which  the  King’s  troops  might 
be  employed  about,  how  inconliderable  ioever  it  might 
be.  As  for  the  fecond,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  defend  the 
pafiage  of  the  rivers  againft  an  Army  fo  fuperior  in  foot, 
that  fuch  a  ftep  would  intimidate  the  troops  which  would 
be  afraid  of  being  forced  in  their  pofts,  and  that  it  would 
have  a  yet  much  worfe  effect  in  Paris  and  the  Pro¬ 
vinces;  that  his  opinion  was,  that  they  ihould  by  all 
means  keep  the  Army  entire,  and  watch  the  enemy  as 
narrowly  as  poffible,  in  fuch  manner  that  we  might  a- 
void  a  battle;  that  by  this  means  we  fhould  hinder  them 
from  forming  any  fiege  of  confequence,  becaufe  they 
would  not  dare  to  divide  their  forces,  and  before  they 
could  intrench  themfelves  and  have  made  their  bridge 
of  communication  we  might  fix  upon  the  propereft  place 
to  attack  them ;  that  he  did  not  believe  they  defign- 
ed  to  enter  very  far  int  o  the  country,  becaufe  the  King’s 
troops  had  it  in  theirpower  to  cut  off  their  convoys,  with¬ 
out  which  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  tq  fubfift. 

Thefe 
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Court  being  retired,  they  were  immediately  put  in  execution. 

The  Spaniards  prefently  advanced  between  the  Seine 
and  the  Oile,  and  came  and  incamped  at  Fonfomme  and 
Fervaques.  They  paffed  the  firft  of  Auguft  in  fight  of 
the  King’s  Army,  marching  towards  Ham,  the  river  Somme 
on  their  right,  and  having  encamped  at  S.  Simon  and 
Clarftres,  they  fpent  a  whole  day  in  palling  the  de¬ 
files.  M.  de  Turenne,  on  their  approach,  put  the  Army 
in  battalia  •  and  feeing  they  paffed  on  farther,  he  march¬ 
ed  it  along  the  river  near  which  it  was,  as  far  as  Mayot 
hard  by  la  Fere.  The  next  day  was  wholly  fpent  in 
making  bridges  for  our  infantry,  and  paffages  for  the  ca¬ 
valry,  with  a  defign  to  crofs  that  river,  if  the  enemy 
advanced  farther  into  the  country:  we  learnt  the  next 
morning  that  they  were  ftill  marching  forward.  M.  de 
Turenne  would  himfelf  obferve  what  rout  they  took  be¬ 
fore  they  croft  the  river,  and  being  advanced  with  a  thou- 
fand  horfe  the  better  to  dive  into  their  intentions,  he  fent 
orders  afterwards  to  the  whole  Army  to  follow  him  and 
march  along  the  river :  it  incamped  the  third  of  Auguft 
at  Fargnier,  being  fufficiently  covered  by  woods  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy,  and  upon  advice  that  they  were  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Roye,  the  King’s  Army  marched  to  Noyon; 
where  it  arrived  the  fifth.  We  there  heard  that  Roye 
had  been  taken  and  plundered  •  there  was  none  but  Bur¬ 
ghers  in  it,  who  however  defended  themfelves,  nor  did 
they  furrender  till  after  the  batteries  were  ere&ed,  and 
that  the  canon  fired.  The  ninth  the  Army  advanced  to 
Magny,where  the  country  being  very  woody  and  clofe,  there 
was  nothing  to  be  apprehended  there.  M.  de  Schomberg 
Was  fent  with  the  gendarmes,  to  the  number  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  horfe,  and  a  hundred  foot  to  throw  them¬ 
felves  into  Corbie:  three  hundred  men  were  likewife 
put  into  Peronne,  and  thefe  were  the  only  detachments 
which  were  fent  into  any  of  the  places  all  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

Information  came  that  the  enemy  was  approaching 
Corbie,  whereupon  we  pofted  our  felves  the  tenth  at 
Epervilie,  near  Ham;  fcarce  were  we  arrived  there  when 
we  heard  that  the  Count  de  Megen  was  to  go  the  next 
day  from  Cambray  with  three’  thoufand  men  to  efcorte 
to  the  Spaniards,  between  Peronne  and  Corbie,  a  great 

convoy 
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convoy  of  provifions,  pioneers,  and  all  the  ammunition  An.  1653. 
neceflary  for  a  fiege.  The  Army  decamped  a  little  be-  ■  "  ■■  - 

fore  fun-fet,  crofs’d  the  Somme  at  Ham,  and  marched 
all  night  with  a  purpofe  to  intercept  the  convoy.  To 
make  the  more  hafte  the  cavalry  went  before,  except  a 
very  few  which  were  left  with  the  infantry,  who  had 
orders  to  follow  with  the  artillery  and  baggage.  The 
cavalry  arrived  at  Peronne  by  break  of  day:  we  drew 
thence  the  three  hundred  men  which  had  been  thrown 
into  it,  and  all  befides  that  the  garrifon  could  fpare,  and 
marching  on  towards  Bapaume  we  halted  within  two  or  three 
leagues  of  that  place,  and  fent  out  parties  towards  Cam- 
bray  to  reconnoitre  the  march  of  the  convoy  3  but  at 
noon  they  brought  an  account  that  it  was  gone  back 
again  into  the  place,  upon  the  enemy’s  having  had  no¬ 
tice,  foon  after  they  were  fet  out,  that  the  King’s  troops 
were  making  towards  them.  At  the  fame  time  we  learn¬ 
ed  that  the  Spanifh  Army  was  advanced  towards  the 
Somme  near  Bray,  upon  which  we  returned  to  join  the 
infantry  at  the  village  of  Manancourt,  where  runs  a 
fmall  brook  which  paffes  by  Mount  S.  Quentin,  and 
falls  into  the  Somme  near  Peronne:  there  we  encamp¬ 
ed  that  night,  and  having  advice  the  next  day,  the  twelfth 
and  in  the  morning,  that  the  enemy  were  laying  bridges  o- 
ver  the  river,  along  which  they  were  incamped,  it  was 
thought  fit  we  fhould  retire  a  little  back  along  the  fame 
brook,  to  Alefne  near  Mount  S.  Quentin,  with  a  refolution 
however  that  in  cafe  the  enemy  crofs’d  the  Somme,  the  Ar¬ 
my  fhould  be  pofted  a  little  above  Manancourt,  in  a 
place  which  the  Generals  had  pitched  upon  to  put  it  in 
order  of  battle  as  foon  as  the  enemy  fhould  draw  near. 

Tho’  the  thing  was  thus  concluded  on  between  them 
both,  it  was  altered  by  the  one  without  waiting  for  the 
opinion  of  the  other.  M.  de  Turenne,  according  to  his 
cuftom,  went  out  of  his  quarters  the  thirteenth  by  fun- 
rife,  flenderly  attended  to  vifit  the  guard  of  cavalry 
which  was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  brook,  and  not  meet¬ 
ing  there  with  any  tidings  of  the  parties  he  had  fent  out 
in  the  night  to  bring  him  an  account  of  what  they  might 
difeover  relating  to  the  enemy’s  motions,  he  went  to 
Peronne,  there  to  detach  parties  on  the  other  fide  the 
Somme,  not  believing  it  poffible  for  the  enemy  to  ad¬ 
vance  towards  the  King’s  Army  without  having  notice 
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An,  1653.  of  it  by  Bapaume,  or  by  fome  one  of  his  parties.  They 

- - -  had  however  made  fo  good  fpeed  that  their  van  bad  pair¬ 
ed  Bapaume  before  day-break,  fo  that  it  was  not  pofli- 
ble  for  the  parties  who  found  themfelves  intercepted  on 
all  fides,  to  give  any  notice.  M.  de  la  Ferte’s  advanced 
guards  gave  the  firft  alarm,  which  put  this  Marfhal’s 
fpirits  into  fuch  a  hurry  and  flutter  that  inftead  of 
marching  to  poiTefs  himfelf  of  the  ground  which  had 
been  agreed  on  the  day  before,  he  made  the  left  wing, 
which  he  was  to  command,  march  through  the  right 
wing,  and  go  towards  Peronne,  whilft  this  latter  began 
to  advance  towards  the  ground  which  had  been  pitch’d 
upon  for  them,  as  before  mentioned.  Things  were  in 
this  diforder  when  M  de  Turenne  returned  from  Peronne, 
who  finding  M.  de  la  Ferte  was  ranging  his  left  near 
Mount  S.  Quentin,  he  made  his  right  wing  advance  to 
join  it,  it  being  too  late  to  march  to  the  appointed  poft, 
becaufe  the  enemy  was  by  this  time  very  near  it,  and 
advanced  with  fo  much  the  greater  joy,  in  that  they  knew, 
their  advantage  in  meeting  with  the  Army  of  France  in 
a  plain,  where  they  could  not  avoid  fighting.  And  in¬ 
deed,  they  would  have  been  infallibly  beaten,  had  they 
ftaid  there;  for  tho’  the  order  of  battle  was  admirable, 
according  to  the  new  method, -the  fecond  line  being  at  a 
proper  diftance  from  the  firft,  there  being  a  good 
body  of  referve  of  twelve  fquadrons  and  two  battalions 
behind  all,  and  the  left  wing  being  drawn  up  at  the  foot 
of  Mount  St.  Quentin,  yet  the  enemy  being  greatly  fu- 
perior  in  number,  they  might  have  taken  the  right  in 
flank,  the  firft  fquadron  of  this  wing  not  being  above 
piftol-flrot  from  a  little  hill,  from  the  top  of  which  the 
enemy  being  poffefs’d  of  it  might  have  maul’d  that  whole 
wing  with  their  canon  and  fmall  arms,  and  afterwards, 
have  charged  it  in  flank. 

M.  de  Turenne  was  not  the  only  man  that  was  aware 
of  the  danger;  the  whole  right  of  the  Army  was  ftruck 
with  an  extreme  confternation  at  it,  and  never  was  there 
feen  a  more  univerfal  dread  of  being  beaten.  He  ha- 
ftened  immediately  as  foon  as  he  perceived  it,  to  M.  de 
la  Ferte,  to  tell  him  that  if  the  Army  continued  in  that 
fituatioo,  ft  would  be  abfolutely  ruin’d ;  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  march  up  to  the  enemy  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
fince  they  could  not  any  where  be  in  a  more  difadvan- 

tageous 


Duke  of  YORK.  413 

tageous  fpot  of  ground  than  where  they  then  were:,  that  An.  1653. 
there  was  no  other  way  to  revive  the  foldiers  drooping  —  1 
fpirits,  and  intreated  him  to  follow  him.  He  inftant- 
ly  returned  to  his  right,  at  the  head  whereof  he  pre¬ 
fen  tly  mounted  the  hill,  and  being  got  to  the  top  of  it 
with  the  foremoft  fquadrons,  he  fent  M.  de  Varenne,  an 
old  officer,  of  very  great  experience,  who  had  ferved 
under  him  in  all  his  campaigns  in  Germany,  and  in 
whom  he  very  much  confided,  to  go  and  view  the  ground 
to  which  they  were  to  march.  Scarce  were  we  advanced 
a  mile  when  he  brought  the  General  word  that  he 
had  difcovered  a  very  advantageous  poft  which  was  not 
far  off  Thither  went  M.  deTurenne,  and  found  it  indeed 
to  be  fuch  a  one  as  the  enemy  would  not  dare  to  attack 
him  in.  There  was  on  the  right  a  brook  which  comes 
from  Roifet,  and  falls  into  the  Somme  a  little  above  Pe- 
ronne;  the  left  was  bounded  by  a  mountain  fo  fteep 
that  there  was  no  going  up  it  either  on  horfe-back  or 
on  foot,  and  the  diltance  between  both  could  not  con¬ 
tain  above  twenty  or  thirty  fquadrons.  There  was  in 
front  a  little  valley,  and  on  the  fide  of  the  brook  a  wa- 
ter-courfe  which  the  cavalry  could  not  pafs  without 
great  difficulty  3  the  neareft  village  was  called  Tincour 
or  Buires. 

The  difference  of  the  poft  made  an  alteration  in  the 
countenance  of  the  foldiery ;  they  refumed  their  ufual 
chearfulnefs,  and  the  enemy  would  not  have  attack’d 
them  there  with  impunity ;  for  tho’  they  were  almoft 
two  to  one,  we  inftantly  fell  to  work  on  five  redans , 
each  of  which  would  have  contained  a  hundred  men, 
and  the  whole  Army  were  fo  pofted  that  the  enemy 
muft  have  fuftained  the  fire  of  thirty  pieces  of  canon 
before  they  could  have  fet  eye  on  the  King’s  Army, 
which  being  behind  could  have  charg’d  them  at  their 
own  option  with  either  cavalry  or  infantry  in  a  fpot  of 
ground  fo  narrow  that  the  right  wing  commanded  by 
M.  de  Turenne  formed  four  or  five  lines,  which  fup- 
ported  each  other,  while  M.  de  la  Ferte  who  had  his 
left  ranged  along  the  top  of  the  mountain,  might  have 
feconded  the  right  in  cafe  of  neceffity. 

It  was  about  two  or  three  a  clock  in  the  afternoon 
v/hen  we  began  to  fee  the  Spanifh  Army  marching  in 
battalia,  and  advancing  thro’  the  extremity  of  a  wood 

which 
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——  redans  of  the  Army  of  France,  quite  along  the  fummit 
of  the  mountain  which  was  on  the  left,  and  which 
Heightened  the  ground  by  which  the  Spaniards  thought 
to  attack  the  French  immediately,  but  when  the  former 
were  within  half  a  league  they  halted,  and  molt  of  their 
infantry  ran  to  the  brook  to  quench  their  burning  thirft, 
not  having  met  with  any  other  water  from  the  time 
they  had  left  the  Somme. 

It  was  afterwards  known  that  the  Prince  of  Conde 
was  for  an  attack  at  firft  coming  up,  but  that  the  Count 
de  Fuenfaldagne  oppofed  it,  representing  how  weary  the 
troops  were,  efpecially  the  foot,  after  fo  painful  a 
march  in  a  country  as  dry  as  the  feafon  was  hot  •  that 
they  could  not  fight  till  next  day,  confidering  how  hard 
a  matter  it  would  be  to  get  them  from  the  river  to  put 
them  into  order  of  battle ;  that  one  night’s  reft  would 
recover  them  from  the  fatigue  of  the  day  j  that  fo  fmall 
a  delay  would  do  no  harm,  fince  the  Army  of  France 
could  not  efcape  them ;  that  fo  fhort  a  refpite  could  not 
be  fufficient  for  the  French  to  do  any  thing  effectual  for 
their  fafety,  and  that  the  refidue  of  the  afternoon  might 
be  employed  in  taking  a  view  of  them,  and  in  determin¬ 
ing  whereabouts  to  attack  them. 

The  Prince  yielded  to  fuch  powerful  reafbns;  the 
Army  of  Spain  incamped  that  night  in  battalia :  but  the 
General  Officers  found  the  next  day  that  of  the  King 
lo  advantageoufly  pofted,  they  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of 
attacking  it.  The  two  armies  were  three  or  four  days  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  each  other,  in  an  almoft  inceffant  skirmifhing, which 
fignified  nothing.  The  fixteenth  of  Auguft  at  break  of  day 
we  heard  the  enemy  found  to  horfe  and  beat  a  gene¬ 
ral  march  that  of  France  immediately  got  under  arms, 
and  M.  de  Turenne  went  himfelf  with  two  fquadrons 
towards  their  camp  to  obferve  their  march,  and  to  form 
a  judgment  what  place  they  might  have  a  defign  upon  to 
befiege.  Being  got  about  the  mid-way  between  the  two 
Armies,  he  there  left  one  fquadron,and  advancing  a  little 
farther  with  the  other,  he  ftop’d,  and  fent  the  Duke  of 
York  with  M.  de  Caftelnau,  and  twelve  other  officers 
and  volunteers  perfectly  well  mounted,  to  get  as  near  the 
enemy  as  they  poffibly  could,  with  orders  not  to  fight, 
but  retire  in  cafe  any  body  came  againft  them.  They 
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entered  the  enemy’s  camp  up  to  the  very  huts  of  the  A u.  1653. 
infantry,  before  the  rear-guard  of  the  cavalry  was  got  out.  -  ■ 

They  ftood  ftill  and  obferved  at  their  eafe  the  motion 
of  the  whole  Army,  afterwards  they  marched  within  pi- 
ftol-lhot  of  the  laft  fquadrons,  neither  fide  going  about 
to  moleft  the  other;  and  after  they  had  fully  con¬ 
vinced  themfelves  that  the  Spaniards  were  marching  to¬ 
wards  S.  Quentin,  they  came  back  again  to  M.  de  Tu- 
renne,  who  immediately  fent  M.  de  Beaujeu,  one  of  the 
Lieutenant  Generals,  with  twelve  hundred  horfe  and  fix 
hundred  foot,  to  throw  himfelf  either  into  Guife  which 
he  judged  they  had  a  defign  to  befiege,  or  into  fuch  o- 
ther  place  which  to  him  it  fhould  appear  they  purpofed 
to  attack.  Beaujeu  was  fo  expeditious  as  to  enter  Guife 
the  moment  the  enemy’s  cavalry  appear’d  before  it  to 
inveft  it.  Seeing  themfelves  thus  prevented,  they  gave 
over  the  enterprize,  and  having  refted  fome  days  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  place,  they  returned  the  fame  way 
they  came,  and  went  and  encamp’d  at  Caulain-court 
within  a  league  of  the  Abby  of  Vermand,  and  two  of 
S.  Quentin. 

As  foon  as  M.  de  Beaujeu  was  detached,  the  whole  Ar¬ 
my  began  to  march ;  the  baggage  was  fent  thro’Peronne, 
and  the  enemy  being  fo  far  off  that  we  had  no  ap- 
prehenfions  they  would  come  and  fall  on  the  rear-guard 
before  we  had  crofs’d  the  Somme,  the  whole  Army  filed 
thro’  the  town;  and  tho’  it  is  a  pretty  long  one,  and 
but  one  bridge  belonging  to  it,  yet  M.  de  Turenne 
advanced  the  fame  evening  with  the  vanguard  as 
far  as  Golancourt,  within  a  league  of  Ham;  which 
had  the  fame  effiedt  as  if  the  rear-guard,  which  could 
not  reach  thither  before  the  next  morning,  had  arrived 
there  at  the  fame  time  the  van  did,  becaufe  the  enemy 
believed  the  whole  Army  was  together,  as  M.  de  Turenne 
had  foretold  they  would  to  thofe  who  reprefented  to  him 
that  it  could  not  poffibly  get  to  Golancourt  that  evening, 
anfwering,  that  being  cover’d  by  the  river  Somme,  the  ene¬ 
my’s  parties  could  only  difeover  and  give  an  account  of 
it  by  the  fires,  which  were  fo  numerous  as  to  make 
them  take  it  for  granted  that  the  whole  Army  was  to¬ 
gether.  And  indeed  this  piece  of  juftice  envy  it  felf 
muft  allow  him,  that  never  did  General  take  in  march¬ 
ing  truer  meafures,  or  dived  better  into  the  defigns  of 
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an  enemy.  This  extraordinary  diligence  of  his,  as  well 
»as  that  of  M.  de  Beaujeu,  kept  Guife  from  being  be- 
fieged. 

The  Spaniards  being  thus  baffled  in  their  meafures,  it, 
was  not  thought  expedient  to  proceed  any  farther ;  af¬ 
ter  the  late  alarm  the  Army  kept  itfelf  more  than 
ever  on  its  guard,  and  the  enemy  being  encamped  at 
Caulain-court,  and  M.  de  Turenne  underftanding  that  the 
forragers  had  got  a  habit  of  crofflng  the  brook,  behind 
which  their  Army  was,  and  that  they  went  towards  Ham 
with  flender  guards,  he  ordered  M.  de  Caftelnau  to  go 
with  a  thoufand  horfe  and  try  to  furprize  them.  He 
fet  forwards  in  the  evening  with  ten  fquadrons,  and 
inarched  to  Ham,  where  being  arrived,  inftead  of  going 
on  he  ftopt  at  the  gates  till  day-break,  when  he  fent 
through  the  town  two  fmall  parties  to  go  out  for  intelli¬ 
gence  •  himfelf  followed  them,  and  being  informed  that  the 
enemy  were  forraging,  he  fent  orders  for  his  cavalry  to 
advance ;  but  before  it  had  patted  the  town,  and  could 
get  up  with  them,  they  took  the  alarm  at  feeing  the  par¬ 
ties,  and  made  the  belt  of  their  way  to  the  camp,  not 
having  loft  above  twenty  or  thirty  men.  Thus  the  fcheme 
which  had  been  fo  well  contrived  by  M.  de  Turenne, 
failed  of  fuccefs  through  the  fault  of  the  Commander, 
who,  though  a  gallant  man  in  other  refpe&s,  and  a  good 
foot-officer,  knew  not  how  to  conduit  cavalry. 

Inftead  of  returning  to  the  camp  as  he  ffiould  have 
done  after  miffing  his  blow,  he  advanced  into  the  plain 
within  half  a  league  of  the  enemy’s  Army,  and  there 
halted  a  long  half  hour.  This  overfight  expofed  the  de¬ 
tachment  to  the  danger  of  being  inevitably  defeated,  if 
the  enemy  had  taken  the  advantage  of  it  as  they  might 
have  done :  There  was  not  one  fingle  officer,  nor  fo 
much  as  one  common  trooper,  but  what  dreaded  the 
confequence  of  it :  The  plain  was  fo  open,  that  the  Spa¬ 
niards  could  have  counted  them  to  a  man,  and  have  feen 
at  leaft  that  for  a  league  and  half  behind  there  was  no 
body  to  fupport  them,  and  there  was  nothing  could  hin» 
der  their  paffing  the  brook.  M.  de  Caftelnau,  having 
flaid  there  fo  long  without  any  neceffity,  retired,  and  laid 
in  a  village  an  ambufcade  of  a  hundred  horfe,  which  was 
entirely  ill  judged,  it  not  being  likely  that  the  enemy 
would  fuffer  their  men  to  crofs  the  brook  after  fo  late 

afl 
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an  alarm.  Mean  while  M.  de  Turenne,  uneafy  at  his  An.  1653. 

tarrying  fo  long,  went  himfelf  with  four  or  five  fquadrons  — — - - 

and  about  four  hundred  foot,  palled  through  Ham,  and 
advancing  beyond,  difpofed  his  troops  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  favour  M.  de  Caftelnau’s  retreat,  in  cafe  the  e- 
nemy  had  pufh’d  him  3  but  it  was  not  long  before 
he  faw  him  returning  in  a  better  condition  than  he  ex¬ 
pected. 

The  King’s  Army  ftaid  in  this  camp  till  the  firft  of 
September,  when  we  had  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
had  decamp’d  from  Caulincourt  to  go  and  lay  fiege  toRo- 
croi ,  and  that  a  large  detachment  of  cavalry  was  gone 
before  to  invert  it,  and  prevent  any  fuccours  being  thrown 
into  it :  the  garrifon  was  not  ftrong,  and  the  place  be¬ 
ing  fituated  iii  a  fmall  plain  furrounded  with  a  wood, 
the  firft  comer  may  eafily  hinder  any  other  from  pair¬ 
ing  to  it,  and  fo  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  the  relief 
of  it. 

It  was  refolved  while  the  enemy  were  befieging  Ro- 
croi,  the  King’s  Army  fhould  lay  fiege  to  Moufon. 

We  parted  the  Oife  at  la  Fere,  and  arrived  the  ninth  of 
September  at  Remilli,  within  a  league  of  Moufon.  The 
next  day  we  crofs’d  the  river  below  the  town,  and  each 
took  his  quarters;  M.  de  Turenne  below,  and  M.  de  la 
Ferte  above :  the  cavalry  of  the  former  extended  on  a 
line  from  the  river  to  the  top  of  a  mountain,  a  little 
out  of  canon-fhot  of  the  place,  and  he  himfelf  incamp- 
ed  with  his  infantry  and  gendarmes  in  a  fmall  valley  with¬ 
in  half  canon- fhot ;  and  in  a  bottom  yet  narrower  and 
nearer  the  town,  he  ported  the  two  regiments  of  York 
and  Guienne,  and  had  the  trenches  opened  the  fame 
night :  M.  de  la  Ferte  began  his  approaches  at  the  fame 
time;  but  his  troops  ported  themfelves  a  little  farther 
from  the  place  than  thofe  of  M.  de  Turenne. 

Moufon  ftands  on  the  Meufe,  between  Stenai  and  Se¬ 
dan  ;  it  has  a  bridge  covered  by  a  horn-work,  the  town 
is  fortified  with  a  good  old  wall,  flank’d  with  round 
towers,  fome  of  which  are  pretty  big,  and  that  towards 
the  mountain  more  fo  than  the  reft :  it  has  a  very  good 
dry  ditch,  which  almoft  every  where  is  well  fenced  with 
palifades  in  the  middle,  and  the  outer  fide  is  faced  with 
freeftone;  that  fide  of  the  town  which  is  fartheft  from 
the  river  being  commanded  by  a  mountain,  is  defend- 

E  e  ed 
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An.  1653.  ed  by  an  envelope  of  three  or  four  baftions  and  a  half-bat 

-  - tion,  and  on  both  Tides  as  far  as  to  the  river,  there  are 

feveral  half-moons  and  other  out-works. 

The  garrifon  confifted  of  about  fifteen  hundred  foot 
and  two  or  three  hundred  horfe  :  the  Governor  was  an 
old  German  Colonel,  named  Wolf.  Moft  of  this  garri¬ 
fon  had  been  put  into  the  place  by  the  Count  de  Briol, 
one  of  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  officers,  whom  he  had  de¬ 
tached  as  he  was  marching  to  Rocroi,  with  a  body  of 
troops,  to  throw  themfelves  into  Moufon,Stenai,  Clermont 
and  S.  Menehoult,  all  which  belonged  to  him,  not  doubt¬ 
ing  but  the  King’s  Army  would  befiege  one  of  them  3 
and  Briol  judging  by  its  march  they  would  go  to  Mou- 
fon,  contented  himfelf  with  augmenting  the  garrifon  of 
it,  and  kept  the  reft  of  the  troops  which  had  been  given 
him,  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  other  places. 

The  approaches  were  carried  on  the  firft:  night  pretty 
far,  and  with  but  fmall  lofs,  by  the  regiment  of  Picar¬ 
dy,  and  a  battery  was  raifed  of  five  or  fix  pieces  of 
canon.  The  next  night,  the  regiments  of  la  Feuillade 
and  Guienne  mounted  the  trenches,  and  forwarded  them 
confiderably :  at  the  fame  time,  a  regiment  of  infantry 
which  was  pofted  in  fome  houfes  near  the  bridge,  had 
orders  to  attack  the  horn- work  which  cover’d  it  3  the 
enemy  thought  fit  to  retire,  and  the  work  was  carried 
without  trouble  or  lofs.  Turenne’s  regiment  took  their 
turn  the  third  night  3  they  puffi’d  on  the  trenches  fo 
far,  that  the  night  following  the  regiments  of  York  and 
Palluau  got  to  the  edge  of  the  ditch  of  the  out-works, 
and  fet  the  miners  to  work  at  the  face  of  the  demi-baftion 
of  the  envelope ,  after  having  cut  away  the  palifades  of 
the  ditch :  the  miners  work’d  till  noon,  and  then  called 
out  for  candles  and  drink,  otherwife  they  could  work  no 
longer.  A  fergeant  of  York’s  carried  both  to  them, 
by  favour  of  a  brisk  fire  of  the  fmall  arms  which  was 
made  while  he  went  and  came  back  again.  The  regi¬ 
ment  of  Picardy  mounted  the  trenches  the  fecond  time 
in  the  night  between  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth. 
That  day  the  Duke  of  York  going  to  the  head  of  the 
works,  accompanied  by  Meffieurs  d’  Humieres  and  Cre- 
qui,  and  fome  others,  during  the  fhort  time  they  flay’d 
in  the  firft  battery,  a  canon-ball  from  the  place  went 
between  three  barrels  of  powder  without  fetting  fire  to 

it. 
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it,  which  might  have  blown  up  every  thing  that  was  in  An.  1653. 
the  battery ;  but  the  danger  was  fo  foon  over,  that  we  ' 

had  not  time  to  be  apprehenfive  of  it.  M.  de  Tu- 
renne  taking  notice  that  the  befieged  did  not  make  fo 
fmart  a  lire  from  the  envelope  as  at  fir  ft,  imagined  they 
had  but  few  men  there,  and  that  they  defigned  to  a- 
bandon  it,  upon  an  apprehenfion  that  the  mine  was  ready 
to  play  3  he  order’d  a  Sergeant,  with  fome  foldiers,  to 
mount,  when  it  was  dusk ,  by  the  place  where  the 
fence  of  pointed  ftalces  had  been  broke  down  by  the 
canon,  and  to  obferve  whether  the  enemy  were  aban¬ 
doning  th e  envelope :  the  Sergeant  went  thither,  and  brought 
word  that  the  enemy  were  retired  as  M.  de  Turenne  had 
imagined.  We  fired  on  the  few  which  were  remaining 
there;  upon  which  they  withdrew  into  the  town.  The 
befiegers  immediately  feiz’d  the  ditch  of  the  envelope ,  and 
contented  themfelves  with  making  places  of  arms  for 
lodging  themfelves,  and  with  firing  on  the  town:  the 
enemy  fired  furiouily  that  night  from  their  walls  3  but 
without  much  execution,  the  befiegers  being  under  cover. 

There  came  to  the  camp  the  next  day  a  battalion  of 
fix  companies  of  the  regiment  of  guards,  commanded  by 
M.  de  Vautourneu;  they  mounted  the  trenches,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  particular  privilege,  the  fame  night,  relieving 
the  regiment  of  Picardy:  M.  de  Caftelnau,  who  was  at 
that  time  the  only  Lieutenant  General  in  the  Army,  was, 
according  to  cuflom,  to  command;  the  guards  refufed 
to  obey  him,  infilling  they  were  not  to  be  command¬ 
ed  but  by  the  General:  M.  de  Turenne  being  made 
acquainted  with  this  conteft,  went  thither  to  endeavour 
to  fettle  it ;  but  finding  Vautoumeu  obftinate,  he  intreat- 
ed  M  de  Caftelnau  to  retire  to  his  tent,  telling  him  that 
having  been  very  much  fatigued  the  night  before,  he 
wanted  repofe,  and  that  he  would  remain  in  his  Head  in 
the  trenches :  Caftelnau  obey’d  3  M.  de  Turenne  re¬ 
main’d  3  and  not  being  willing  to  decide  the  controver- 
fy,  he  difpatch’d  away  a  courier  to  inform  the  Court  of 
it,  who  ordered  the  guards  to  obey  the  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral;  and  this  order  being  arrived  before  it  was  their 
turn  to  mount  a  fecond  time,  there  was  no  further  dif- 
pute  about  the  matter:  this  conteft  was  an  advantage 
to  the  King’s  fervice ;  the  guards  Handing  upon  the  point 
pf  honour  and  being  encouraged  by  the  General’s  pre- 
/  E  e  2  fence, 
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fence,  advanced  their  works  very  much:  they  not  only 
made  a  blind e  along  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  of  the  en¬ 
velope,  by  means  of  fome  palifades  which  they  found 
there,  extending  themfelves  directly  as  far  as  the  great 
tower,  but  they  likewife  made  a  lodgment  from  the  place 
where  the  ditch  of  the  envelope  join’d  it  felf  to  that  of 
the  town  as  far  as  the  half  moon  on  the  right,  which 
the  enemy  abandon’d,  and  from  whence  they  had  an 
intention  to  pafs  in  the  ditch  of  the  town  in  order  to 
apply  the  mipers  to  its  wall 

Hitherto  th^  befiegers  had  advanced  with  pretty  good  ex¬ 
pedition  and  fuccefs ;  but  they  found,  in  defending  the 
ditch  of  the  place,  more  difficulties,  than  had  been  thought 
of.  The  next  night  they  endeavour’d  to  carry  on  the  works 
with  the  ufual  difpatch,  by  making  a  lodgment  clofe  by 
the  palifades  which  were  in  the  middle  of  the  ditch; 
when  they  thought  it  perfected,  the  enemy  drove  them 
out  with  a  ftorm  of  grenades  and  a  ffiower  of  fire¬ 
works  and  ordinary  fire  fo  thick  and  inceffant  that  it 
Was  impoffible  to  flay  in  it.  This  ill  fuccefs  did  not 
difcourage  the  befiegers:  they  obftinately  perflfted  in 
the  refolution  of  lodging  themfelves;  but  two  whole 
nights  were  fpent  therein  to  no  purpofe.  When  the 
work  was  finiffi’d,  the  enemy  threw  fuch  a  quantity  of  fire¬ 
works  and  combuflible  matter,  that  they  deftroyed  all  that 
had  been  done.  The  befiegers  were  obliged  to  think  of  fome 
other  lefs  dangerous  expedient :  they  aim’d  the  next  night 
at  making  a  defcent  into  the  ditch,  by  obliquely  puffiing  a 
trench  from  the  place  where  they  were  lodged ;  but  they 
found  themfelves  expofed  to  the  fire  of  a  canon  which 
the  enemy  fired  from  fo  low  a  flank,  that  our  artillery  could 
not  difmount  it ;  and  befides,  when  the  befiegers  were 
got  half  way,  they  met  with  the  fence  already  mentioned, 
which  ffop’d  them  at  once,  even  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  canon  from  the  flank  which  tore  them  to 
pieces,  and  which  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  ruin’d  all  die 
blinds  which  had  been  made.  Thus  recourfe  was  to  be 
had  to  the  old  method,  of  digging  a  well  in  the  lodg¬ 
ment  which  had  been  made  in  the  ditch  of  the  half¬ 
moon,  to  defcend  by  this  means  into  the  bottom  of  the 
ditch  :  the  befiegers  worked  at  it  with  all  imaginable  ap¬ 
plication,  and  endeavour’d  to  apply  the  miners  to  the 
wall  of  the  town,  by  favour  of  the  madriers  fo  con¬ 
trived, 
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trived  as  to  be  fire-proof :  thefe  were  pufh’d  on  clofe  to  An.  1 65^3- 

the  wall  •  the  miners  began  to  work  there,  having  on . '-* 

each  fide  of  them  barrels  filled  with  earth,  to  preferve 
them  from  the  musketry  of  the  Hanks,  whilft  the  ma- 
driers  fcreen’d  them  from  the  fire,  ftones  and  granades 
which  were  continually  thrown ;  all  which  would  not 
have  been  able  to  diflodge  them,  if  the  enemy  had  not 
thought  of  a  new  invention,  by  faftening  a  bomb  to  a 
chain  which  they  let  down  clofe  to  the  tna driers,  which 
by  this  means  were  all  blown  up  according  to  the  wifhes 
of  the  befieged,  who  afterwards  threw  fuch  quantities  of 
fire,  that  the  miners  were  burnt. 

The  miners  on  the  other  attack  had  no  better  fuccefi : 

M.  de  la  Ferte  for  the  greater  hafte  had  fet  them  to  the 
body  of  the  place  before  there  was  any  lodgment  made 
clofe  to  the  wall  to  fecure  them;  the  enemy  difcover’d 
them,  and  ftifted  them  with  the  fmoke  they  made  at  the 
mouth  of  their  hole,  which  was  by  this  time  fo  deep,  that 
the  fire  could  not  reach  them.  All  the  time  of  this  liege 
there  were  fuch  continual  rains  and  violent  ftorms,  that 
they  oftentimes  over-fet  the  blinds,  and  threw  down 
fome  parts  of  the  trenches,  which  were  almoft  every 
where  full  of  water,  and  there  feldom  paft  three  hours 
without  rain. 

When  we  began  to  dig  the  well  in  the  ditch  of  the 
half-moon,  we  at  the  fame  time  fet  on  the  miners  to  the 
foot  of  the  great  tower,  under  cover  of  the  ma driers: 
they  had  better  fortune  than  the  firft;  they  made  a  lodg¬ 
ment  ;  but  before  their  chambers  were  perfected,  theyfent 
to  let  M.  de  Turenne  know  that  they  heard  the  enemy 
counter-mining,  and  that  they  would  be  at  them  in  a 
few  hours,  and  a  great  deal  fooner  than  they  could  finifh ; 
they  were  ordered  to  put  fome  barrels  of  powder  in  the 
hole  they  had  made,  and  to  flop  it  up  as  well  as  they  could ; 
which  was  accordingly  done.  M.  de  T urenne  propofed 
only  to  ruin  the  countermine  of  the  befieged,  and  well 
knew  that  that  would  not  bring  down  the  tower  j  and 
as  the  powder  was  to  have  its  effedt  behind,  he  order’d 
thofe  who  might  be  in  any  danger  to  get  farther  off, 
and  retir’d  himlelf  with  fuch  as  accompanied  him,  to  the 
firft  battery,  which  was  within  half  musket-fhot  of  the 
tower.  The  mine  was  fired  and  had  all  the  effedt  that 
had  been  expedted  from  it  j  it  only  inlarg’d  the  hole 

E  e  3  which 


422  MEMOIRS  of  the 

An.  1653  which  the  miners  had  made,  killed,  as  we  learnt  after- 

— - wards,  the  enemy’s  counterminers,  and  threw  feveral  huge 

ftones  with  as  much  force  as  a  canon  could  have  done : 
fome  of  them  ftruck  againft  the  battery  behind  which 
M.  de  Turenne,  the  Duke  of  York  and  others  had  ffiel- 
ter’d  themfelves,  and  they  faw  feveral  of  them  fly  a  great 
way  beyond  it.  The  miners  were  afterwards  fent  back  to 
their  hole,  with  a  fergeant  to  defend  them,  and  fix  fol- 
diers,  who  lodg’d  themfelves  there  without  any  danger : 
this  was  executed  in  the  day.  When  it  v/as  night, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  open  the  well,  which  was 
dug  level  with  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  of  the 
place,  for  it  required  too  much  time  to  continue  dig- 
ing  it  as  far  as  the  wall  3  its  depth  fecured  it  from  the 
canon  and  fmall  arms,  and  it  was  believed  that  there 
was  nothing  to  fear  but  the  grenades,  the  fire- works  or 
common  fire;  but  fcarce  was  it  uncover’d,  but  the  e- 
nemy  perceiving  it  by  the  light  of  fome  fires  which  they 
had  kindled,  to  fee  what  was  doing  in  the  ditch,  they 
rolled  from  the  top  of  the  walls,  along  two  timbers 
which  they  had  fattened  together,  a  bomb,  which  fall¬ 
ing  into  the  opening  of  the  well,  killed  four  or  five  men 
who  were  there  at  work,  and  gave  fuch  a  violent  fliock 
to  the  lodgment  which  was  above  where  M.  de  Turenne, 
the  Duke  of  York,  fome  officers  and  many  volunteers 
then  were,  that  they  believed  in  a  moment’s  time  it 
would  be  utterly  ruined :  however  it  fubfifted ,  but  it 
was  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  workmen  could 
go  thither  again,  becaufe  of  the  fmoke  and  duft.  And 
tho’  the  befieged  continued  to  fire  incefiantly  on  it,  and 
to  throw  an  infinite  number  of  grenado’s,  all  kinds  of 
fires,  and  bombs  from  time  to  time,  of  which  not  any 
fell  fo  true  as  the  firft,  yet  did  the  befiegers  puffi  on 
the  trenches  as  far  as  the  palifades  which  were  in  the 
middle  of  the  ditch ;  but  the  prodigious  quantity  of  fire 
which  fell  without  intermiffion,  oblig’d  them  to  cover 
the  well  with  boards,  fafcines  and  earth  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  workmen.  When  the  befiegers  were  got  to  the 
foot  of  the  palifade,  they  were  obliged  to  bide  them¬ 
felves  under-ground,  to  avoid  the  fire  which  the  ene¬ 
my  threw  without  ceafing,  and  at  laft  they  apply’d  the 
miners  to  the  body  of  the  place. 
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We  loft  that  night  a  great  many  men;  M.  de  la  An.  1653. 
Feuillade  was  wounded  in  the  head  with  a  grenade.  A 
musket-ball  having  pierced  thro’  the  lodgment,  glanced 
upon  M.  d’  Humiere’s  head,  pafled  thro’  a  pioneer’s  leg, 
and  at  lad  (truck  upon  the  Duke  of  York’s  boot  with¬ 
out  doing  him  any  harm.  M.  de  Turenne  (taid  all  this 
night  on  the  fpot,  and  it  is  certain  that  if  he  had  not 
been  prefent  the  thing  would  not  have  fucceeded. 

M.  de  la  Ferte  had  on  his  fide  fo  far  advanced  his  at¬ 
tack,  that  his  mine  being  ready  the  next  day,  they 
fprung  it  in  the  afternoon.  M.  de  Turenne  with  feve- 
rai  of  his  officers  and  volunteers  went  out  of  curiofity  to 
fee  what  would  be  the  effedfc  of  it,  but  he  did  not  go 
into  the  trenches.  The  mine  had  been  made  at  the  an¬ 
gle  between  the  tower  and  the  wall;  and  the  intention 
was  to  fetch  down  not  only  the  angle,  but  likewife  thofe 
parts  of  the  wall  and  of  the  tower  which  were  neared 
it.  When  it  blew  up  and  the  fmoke  was  gone  off,  we 
found  it  had  only  demoliffi’d  the  angle  and  the  wall, 
and  that  the  tower  which  had  only  a  crack  made  in  it 
was  dill  danding;  but  upon  firing  fix  canon-fhot  at  once 
from  a  battery  v/frkh  was  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch, 
that  part  of  the  tower  fell  and  appeas’d  the  wrath 
of  M.  de  la  Ferte,  whofe  impatience  had  given  great 
uneafinefs  to  the  Chevalier  de  Clerville  the  Engineer 
who  had  the  direction  of  the  attack.  The  tower  not 
having  fallen  at  the  fird,  put  the  Marfhal  into  a  rage; 
he  threatened  the  poor  Engineer,  who  got  clear  of  the 
Marfhal  only  by  beating  down  with  canon  what  the 
mine  had  already  fhook  of  the  tower.  The  breach  be¬ 
ing  a  good  one,  a  lodgmerit  was  made  on  it  in  the  night ; 
which,  together  with  two  mines  ready  for  fpringing  at 
M.  de  Turenne’s  attack,  determin’d  the  Governor  to  beat 
the  chamade  the  next  morning;  he  fent  fome  officers 
to  draw  up  the  capitulation,  and  it  was  agreed  he  ffiould 
march  out  the  next  day  with  his  garrifon,  arms  and  bag¬ 
gage,  to  be  conduced  to  Montmedi. 

This  fiege  laded  feventeen  days  from  opening  the  tren¬ 
ches;  few  men  were  lod  at  it,  but  abundance  of  horfes, 
becaufe  of  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  and  that  the 
ground  where  we  were  encamped  was  a  deep  clay. 

No  perfon  of  quality  was  killed  but  the  Vidame  of 
Laon,  M.  de  Turenne’s  nephew,  the  Count  deRouffi’s 

E  e  4  fecond 
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An.  1653  fecond  fon,  who  received  a  musket-ffiot  in  the  head  as 

*, - he  was  mounting  the  trenches.  The  quicknefs  with 

which  the  French  pufh  on  fieges  and  take  places  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  pains  which  their  Generals  take* 
whereas  the  Duke  of  York  has  obferved  that  the  Spa- 
niffi  Generals  leave  the  matter  to  a  Sergent  de  bataille 
or  fome  other  inferior  officer,  by  whofe  advice,  and, 
in  a  manner,  by  whofe  eyes  they  govern  themfelves. 
M.  de  Turenne  would  fee  every  thing  himfelf;  he  would 
go  and  take  a  view  of,  in  perfon  and  very  near,  whatever 
town  he  refolved  to  befiege-  he  always  mark’d  out  the 
place  where  the  trench  mu  ft  be  open’d,  and  was  prefent 
at  the  doing  it  3  he  order’d  on  which  fide  of  the  town 
the  main  attack  was  to  be,  and  would  go  thither  regularly 
morning  and  evening  3  in  the  evening  to  fettle  what  was 
to  be  done  that  night,  and  in  the  morning  to  fee  if  his 
orders  had  been  followed,  having  always  with  him  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  or  a  Major-General  who  was  to  command 
the  trenches,  and  whom  he  informed  of  his  intentions: 
he  would  re' urn  a  fecond  time  to  the  trenches  after  fupper, 
and  there  remain  a  longer  ora  fhorter  time,  according  as 
his  prefence  was  requilite.  The  General’s  diligence  ne- 
ceffarily  excites  all  the  officers  of  an  Army  to  a  great 
application  to  what  is  their  duty  M.  de  Turenne  had 
not  io  much  as  an  Engineer  at  his  attack  here :  when 
he  had  them  in  other  lieges,  he  only  ufed  them  as  fo 
many  infpedtors  over  the  works:  moft  of  the  officers 
knew  how  to  carry  on  the  trenches  and  make  a  lodg¬ 
ment  :  there  was  a  Captain  of  miners  who  had  the  care 
of  conducting  them  according  to  the  orders  which  were 
given  him.  The  Duke  of  York  has  found,  not  only  by 
his  own  experience,  but  alfo  by  that  of  the  moft  skil¬ 
ful  in  the  arc  of  war,  that  a  General  ought  never  to 
rely  entirely  on  any  Engineer  whatever  for  the  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  trenches,  becaufe  it  is  not  reafonable  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  man  who  is  to  be  there  every  moment, 
will  expofe  himfelf  as  much  as  officers,  who  going  thi¬ 
ther  but  in  their  turn,  are  more  ealily  fired  with  an  e- 
mulation  and  are  ambitious  to  advance  the  works 3  not 
to  mention  that  they  acquire  thereby  a  greater  know¬ 
ledge  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  a  liege.  The  late 
Prince  of  Orange  who  followed  a  quite  contrary  maxim, 
in  trufting  folely  to  his  Engineers,  and  employing  his 

Officers 
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Officers  only  in  the  defence  of  his  trenches,  had  but  few  An.  1653.' 
Officers  that  thoroughly  underftood  how  to  befiege  a~  ■ 

place,  unlefs  there  chanced  to  be  a  perfon  whofe  ap¬ 
plication  and  ingenuity  fupplied  the  want  of  practice : 
and  thus  but  few  Officers  have  ever  gained  much  ex¬ 
perience  among  the  Hollanders,  and  the  able  men  who 
have  ferved  with  them  have  learned  what  they  knew 
in  other  countries. 

There  were  no  lines  of  circumvallation  made  at  the 
fiege  of  Moufon  j  that  would  have  taken  up  too  much 
time,  and  have  given  the  enemy  leifure  to  finiffi  the  fieo-e 
they  were  about,  and  then  to  have  come  and  fallen  on 
the  King’s  troops  before  they  had  finiffit  theirs.  The  little 
river  Chiers  covered  the  King’s  Army  on  the  fide  of 
Luxembourg,  and  put  it  out  of  the  enemy’s  power  to 
throw  any  fuccours  into  the  place  :  the  very  day  on 
which  it  was  taken,  which  was  the  twenty  feventh  the 
army  marcht  to  Amblemont  to  endeavour  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Rocroi :  it  advanced  as  far  as  Varnicourt  where 
intelligence  came  that  the  town  had  furrender’d. 

After  thefe  two  fieges,  there  happened  nothing  con- 
fiderable  between  the  two  armies  during  the  reft  of  this 
campaign.  Befides  that  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced 
to  undertake  a  fiege  of  any  confequence,  the  Spaniards 
had  fuffered  more  before  Rocroi  than  the  French  before 
Moufon.  M.  de  Turenne  ftill  watcht  them  very  nar¬ 
rowly  ;  fo  that  they  wholly  employed  themfelves  in 
marches  and  counter  marches,  in  con  fuming  the  ferrate 
on  their  frontier,  and  the  French  did  as  much  on  the 
other  fide  the  Somme. 

While  we  were  thus  keeping  the  enemy  in  play,  the 
Court  having  got  together  fome  troops,  befides  thofe  of 
the  King’s  houfhold  and  fome  others  detached  from  the 
Army,  they  ordered  S.  Menehoult  to  be  befieged.  M. 
de  Navaille  commanded  the  King’s  houffiold  troopsj 
M.  de  Caftelnau  the  troops  which  M.  de  Turenne  had 
fent,  M.  d’Uxelles  thofe  which  had  been  detached  from 
M.  de  la  Ferte’s  regiment  :  but  although  Navaille 
and  d  Uxelles  were,  in  the  main,  perlons  of  as  great 
abilities  as  any  Lieutenant-Generals  in  France,  and  that 
M.  de  Caftelnau  underftood  perfectly  well  the  bulinefs 
of  a  fiege,  yet  they  could  never  agree,  and  the  Cardinal 
was  obliged  to  fend  Marffial  du  Pleffis-Praflin  to  com¬ 
mand 
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An.1653.mand  there  in  chief;  after  which  the  fiege  was  carried 
on  with  greater  fuccefs  than  before.  M.  de  la  Ferte 
with  the  greater  part  of  his  horfe  marched  to  hinder 
the  DukeTrf  Lorrain  from  throwing  fuccours  into  the 
place,  upon  receiving  notice  that  he  was  advancing  on 
that  fide  with  his  Army. 

M.  de  Turenne  having  encamped  his  troops  behind 
the  Somme  between  Roye  and  Corbie,  the  Duke  of 
York  feeing  the  campaign  at  an  end  on  that  fide,  took 
his  leave  of  M.  de  Turenne  in  order  to  go  to  the  fiege 
of  S.  Menehoult;  but  being  obliged  to  pafs  by  Chalons 
on  the  Marne,  where  the  Court  was,  he  was  there  de¬ 
tained  on  fo  many  different  pretences,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  his  impatience  to  be  gone,  the  town  capitulated  be¬ 
fore  he  could  fet  out.  This  Prince  accompanied  the 
King  of  France  to  the  caftle  of  Ham,  two  leagues 
from  S.  Menehoult,  whither  he  went  with  his  Majefby, 
to  fee  the  approaches  and  the  breach  which  had  been 
made  in  the  body  of  the  place  before  it  beat  the  cha- 
made. 


The  end  of  the  First  Book, 
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Of  the  Wan  in  FLANDERS. 


THE  Army  of  France,  commanded  by  M.  deAn.  1654. 
Turenne  and  Marfhal  cb  la  Ferte,  was  not  ■  - 

artembled  foon  enough  to  hinder  the  Spaniards 
from  befieging  Arras :  they  inverted  this  place 
the  third  of  July  with  an  Army  of  thirty-two  thouiand 
men,  and  all  things  neceflary  for  an  enterprize  of  that 
importance.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  information 
they  had  received  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon,  de¬ 
termined  them  to  go  upon  this  liege }  but  it  was  not  fo 
weak  but  that  the  Governor  made  a  fhift  to  defend  the 
outworks,  as  large  as  they  were. 

The  two  Generals  detached  about  a  thouiand  horfe 
to  throw  themfelves  into  the  place  :  S.  Lieu  got  in  firft: 
with  about  two  hundred  troopers,  and  palled  through- 
the  Prince  of  Conde’s  quarters  the  firft  or  fecond  day 
after  it  was  inverted.  Two  days  after,  the  Baron  d’E- 
quancourt  did  the  lame  at  the  head  of  three  hundred 
horfe  thro’  the  Duke  of  Lorrain’s  quarters  j  and  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  Crequi  with  the  remainder  opened  himfelf  a 
pallage,  a  few  days  after,  thro’  the  Spaniards  quarter,  be¬ 
fore  their  lines  were  finilhed  :  no  endeavours  were  ufed 
to  throw  any  infantry  in,  becaufe  the  fiat  country  all 

round 
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An.  1654.  round  the  town  would  have  eafily  expofed  them  to  fhe 
view  of  the  enemy. 

Another  reafon  for  their  going  upon  the  fiege  of 
Arras,  was  that  the  French  having  begun  that  of  Stenai, 
the  enemy  hoped  to  finifh  theirs  before  the  other  was 
at  an  end ;  and  that  it  would  take  up  fo  many  troops, 
that  we  fhould  be  in  no  condition  to  interrupt  them. 
And  indeed  the  King’s  Army  was  fo  weak,  that  not 
daring  to  expofe  itfelf  in  an  open  country  to  an 
Army  fo  fuperior,  it  kept  near  by  Peronne  till  about  the 
fixteenth  of  July,  when  advice  came  that  the  enemy 
had  almoft  finifhed  their  lines.  The  Duke  of  York 
arrived  there  before  it  began  its  march,  to  ferve  as 
Lieutenant-General  under  M.  de  Turenne,  and  took  his 
day  and  did  duty  according  to  the  date  of  his  com- 
miflion ,  as  the  youngeft  General  Officer  ferving  in 
that  Army. 

We  encamped  the  firft  day  of  our  march  at  Sains 
near  Sauchi-Cauchi  between  Cambrai  and  Arras,  about 
five  leagues  from  the  latter.  The  next  day  we  marched 
to  Mouchi-le-Preux.  M.  de  Turenne  took  this  indi¬ 
rect  tour  to  cover  himfelf  with  a  certain  rivulet,  to  the 
end  that  if  the  enemy  moved  towards  him,  he  might 
avoid  fighting.  He  had  the  precaution,  at  his  coming 
to  the  rivulet  which  was  within  half  a  league  of  Mouchi, 
to  order  the  Army  to  remain  there  in  order  of  battle, 
and  not  to  crofs  it  till  towards  night.  He  went  with 
fbme  horfe  and  dragoons  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  he 
intended  to  encamp  on,  and  obferve  whether  the  ene¬ 
my  meant  to  attack  him.  We  paffed  the  rivulet  very 
late,  and  worked  all  night  to  intrench  ourfelves,  with  fo 
much  application,  horfe  and  foot,  that  we  were  by 
next  day  in  a  pretty  good  poffure  of  defence  :  but 
when  the  lines  were  finiihed,  there  was  nothing  more 
to  fear.  The  poll:  was  a  very  advantageous  one;  the 
front  fuitable  to  the  number  of  the  troops;  the  ri¬ 
vulet  covered  the  left  and  the  Scarpe  was  on  the 
right ;  and  even  tho’  the  enemy  had  come  to  attack 
the  Army  before  it  was  intrenched,  we  were  in  a  ca¬ 
pacity  to  receive  them  notwithftanding  the  inequality 
of  number;  becaufe  we  had  that  good  opinion  of  the 
valour  of  our  troops  as  not  to  fear  them,  fince  they 
could  not  take  us  in  flank.  The  Duke  of  York 

has 
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has  fince  heard,  both  in  Flanders  and  other  places,  An 
the  Spaniards  very  much  blamed  for  not  attacking 
the  French  the  firft  day  they  took  that  poll.  Some 
have  pretended  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  propofed 
the  doing  it ;  but  this  is  not  very  certain :  whether 
it  was  fo  or  no,  we  marched  with  the  fame  pre¬ 
caution  as  if  we  were  fure  of  the  enemy’s  intending  to 
fight  us. 

M.  de  Turenne  had  his  quarters  at  Mouchi,  where 
Was  the  greateft  part  of  his  infantry  :  his  cavalry  was 
encamped  on  two  lines,  and  extended  with  the  reft  of 
his  infantry  as  far  as  the  rivulet.  M.  de  la  Ferte  had 
his  on  the  right  quite  below,  towards  the  Scarpe  at  the 
village  of  Peule,  near  which  one  part  of  his  infantry  en¬ 
camped  :  the  other  was  at  Mouchi,  and  his  cavalry  on 
two  lines  between  the  one  and  the  other  village :  the 
body  of  referve  was  in  its  ufual  place  behind  M.  de 
Turenne’s  quarters  which  were  in  the  middle  of  the 
whole.  Mouchi  is  an  eminence  which  overlooks  and 
commands  a  bottom  where,  on  one  fide  flows  the  Scarpe, 
and  on  the  other  runs  the  rivulet,  fo  that  the  enemy  could 
not  approach  by  day,  without  fuftaining  the  fire  of  all  the 
artillery  which  was  planted  on  that  eminence;  and  for 
the  better  fecuring  the  two  extremities  of  the  lines,  we 
had  there  polled  lome  infantry  as  well  as  in  the  centre 
between  the  wings  of  cavalry. 

When  the  lines  were  finifhed,  we  fcnt  out  almoft  every 
evening  large  parties  of  horfe  to  prevent  convoys  com¬ 
ing  to  the  enemy;  for  altho’at  their  arrival  before  Arras, 
they  had  plenty  of  all  kinds  of  provifions,  as  much  as  Ar¬ 
mies  are  wont  to  have  at  fuch  a  time,  yet  fo  large  a  body 
of  troops  was  continually  in  want  of  fomething  or 
other;  whether  it  was  that  their  powder  failed  them, 
or  whether  they  were  delirous  of  a  fuperfluity  of  provi- 
lion.  As  foon  as  ever  the  King’s  Army  came  to  Mou¬ 
chi,  the  enemy  continually  detached  parties  to  fetch 
fome  from  Cambrai,  Douai  and  other  places  near :  we 
in  vain  fent  our  parties  to  intercept  them  :  we  never 
had  the  good  fortune  to  furprize  them,  becaufe  the 
country  was  too  open.  The  parties  were  feldom  lels 
than  a  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  horfe  under  the 
command  of  a  Lieutenant-General :  thofe  detached  from 
M.  de  Turenne’s  Army  polled  themleives  commonly 
3  between 
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4  between  the  enemy’s  camp  and  Bapaume,  in  fome  val- 
-ley  or  other  place  where  they  could  not  eafily  be  dis¬ 
covered.  We  had  on  all  Sides  Small  advanced  guards 
continually  upon  the  Scout ;  and  centinels  every  where 
to  prevent  a  Surprize.  M.  de  la  Ferte  whoSe  parties 
went  out  between  the  enemy  and  Lens,  took  the  Same 
method;  but  had  no  better  fortune  than  the  others. 

Nevertheless,  one  of  the  enemy’s  convoys  mifcarried 
by  a  Arrange  accident.  One  night,  as  M.  de  Turenne 
was  viliting  with  the  Duke  of  York  the  advanced  guards, 
they  perceived  a  Sudden  and  violent  flafli  of  light,  like 
that  of  gun-powder  ;  it  Seemed  to  be  in  M.  de  la  Ferte’s 
quarters;  but  as  we  advanced  that  way  to  learn  what 
it  might  be,  the  centinels  who  were  on  the  eminence 
of  Mouchi,  and  who  had  feen  the  fame  thing,  Said 
it  was  a  great  way  farther  in  the  plain  than  they  ima¬ 
gined  it  to  be,  and  that  it  muft  be  fomewhere  near 
Lens.  The  next  morning  our  doubts  were  Solved, 
and  we  were  informed  that  an  entire  regiment  of  ca¬ 
valry  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  troopers  going  from 
Dotiai  to  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  all  the  Officers  as  well 
as  troopers,  carrying  each  a  bag  of  powder  behind  them, 
befides  fourfcore  horfes  loaded  with  granadoes,  which 
were  led  by  peafants  on  foot,  had  been  all  burnt,  and 
not  any  one  of  them  could  tell  how  the  accident  hap¬ 
pened.  It  was  a  melancholy  Sight  to  fee  thofe  poor 
creatures  come  in  that  miserable  condition,  their  faces 
hideous  and  disfigured,  and  the  reft  of  their  body  burnt 
to  fuch  a  degree  that  but  very  few  recovered.  Some 
of  our  parties  who  had  haftened  where  .they  had  feen 
the  fire,  brought  to  the  camp  all  the  men  who  had  any 
Sign  of  life  in  them,  fome  horfes  that  were  lefs  burnt, 
and  a  pair  of  kettle-drums  which  belonged  to  that  re¬ 
giment. 

The  Duke  of  York,  being  afterwards  in  Flanders,  met 
with  a  Lieutenant  of  horfe,  who  gave  him  an  account 
how  this  accident  happened.  This  Prince  having  asked 
the  OfHcer  how  his  face  came  to  be  burnt;  he  an- 
fwered,  it  was  with  gun-powder,  at  fuch  a  time,  near 
Arras  ;  and  being  farther  queftioned  about  the  particular 
circumftances  of  it,  he  faid  that  being  in  the  rear  of 
the  regiment  he  perceived  a  trooper  who  had  in  his 
mouth  a  pipe  of  tobacco  lighted,  upon  which  he  ran  to 
2  him, 
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him,  whipt  it  out  of  his  mouth  and  flung  it  upon  the  An.  1654. 

ground,  and  then  giving  the  trooper  a  blow  or  two  with - - 

the  flat  of  his  fword,  the  fellow  being  drunk  drew  his 
piftol,  and  prefented  it  at  him;  upon  which  he  leaped 
fuddenly  from  his  horfe,  for  fear  of  the  confequence, 
and  the  trooper  at  the  fame  time  firing  at  him,  fet  fire 
to  the  bag  of  powder  which  was  upon  his  horfe,  which 
blowing  up  communicated  the  fire  to  the  trooper’s 
bag,  and  fo  on  fucceflively  throughout  the  whole  re¬ 
giment;  but  he  being  on  the  ground,  efcaped  better 
than  any  of  the  reft,  of  whom  the  greater  part  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  but  he  came  off  with  having  only 
his  face,  hands,  and  fome  other  parts  of  his  body  burnt. 

The  Marquis  de  Richelieu  one  day  met  with  a  con¬ 
voy  of  the  enemy’s  commanded  by  the  Count  de 
Lorge;  but  the  Count  forced  his  way  thro’  the  troops 
of  the  Marquis,  beat  him,  took  three  or  four  of  his 
Captains,  loft  not  above  a  dozen  horfes  loaded  with 
powder,  and  recovered  the  befiegers  lines  with  the  reft. 

Another  rencounter  happened  which  was  much  more 
unfortunate,  on  account  of  our  lofing  M.  de  Beaujeu, 
Lieutenant-General :  he  was  on  a  party  with  eight  hun¬ 
dred  horfe,  and  having  had  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
defigned  to  bring  a  convoy  into  their  camp  thro’  the 
road  of . he  went  thither,  arrived  there  by  day¬ 

break,  much  about  the  fame  time  as  did  a  body  of  the 
enemy  equal  to  his  own,  commanded  by  M.  Droot,  a 
Colonel,  who  did  not  know  the  French  were  there; 
and  M.  de  Beaujeu’s  troopers  having  alighted  from  their 
horfes  and  waiting  to  hear  news  of  the  convoy,  without 
knowing  that  Droot  was  fo  near  them,  found  themfeives 
attacked  fo  fuddenly  and  fo  roughly,  that  the  two  firft 
fquadrons  were  overthrown  before  they  could  get  on 
horfeback.  Beaujeu  was  killed  as  he  was  going  to  put 
in  order  the  fquadron  which  was  neareft,  which  the 
enemy  in  like  manner  defeated;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
Beauveau’s  regiment  which  flood  their  ground  and  beat 
the  firft  fquadron  of  the  enemy  which  had  made  the 
diforder,  the  whole  party  had  been  entirely  ruined. 

This  advantage  gave  the  others  time  to  get  into 
order  and  to  receive  the  attack,  which  was  not  extremely 
vigorous,  Droot  having  been  wounded  at  the  attack  of 
Beauveau’s  regiment.  The  enemy  being  ignorant  of  the 

ftrength 
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An.  1 654 .  flrength  of  the  party  they  had  to  do  with,  thought 

- - - -  it  advifable  to  retire-  the  French  had  no  inclination  to 

purfue  them,  and  would  have  thought  themfelves  hap¬ 
pily  off,  had  not  Beaujeu  been  killed.  The  number 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  was  but  fmall  on  either 
fide.  There  was  more  diforder  than  mifchief,  and  it 
may  be  faia  that  on  this  occafion  both  parties  were 
beaten. 

The  Duke  of  York  being  out  on  a  party  in  his 
turn  carried  off  another  of  the  enemy’s.  As  he  was 
returning  to  the  camp,  he  learnt  by  a  fmall  detachment 
which  he  had  fent  out,  that  a  hundred  of  the  enemy’s 
horfe  had  put  themfelves  in  ambufcade  a  little  before 
day-light  in  an  adjoining  village:  he  inflantly  marched 
that  way  with  his  whole  party,  and  approaching  as  near 
the  village  as  he  could  without  being  difcovered,  he 
fent  fome  troopers  to  decoy  them  out  of  their  ambuf¬ 
cade,  with  orders  to  retire  as  fccn  as  they  fhould  ad¬ 
vance  to  charge  them ;  which  they  executed  with  fo 
much  addrefs,  that  the  enemy  found  themfelves  quite  en¬ 
gaged  amidft  the  King’s  troops  before  they  were  aware 
of  it,  fo  that  not  one  of  them  got  away. 

Whilft  all  thefe  things  were  patfing  without  the  two 
camps,  the  enemy  having  finifhed  their  lines  the  four¬ 
teenth,  opened  the  trenches  the  fame  night,  pufhed  on 
the  fiege  with  all  poffible  diligence,  and  preft  the  place 
fo  warmly,  that  for  all  the  vigorous  reiiftance  made  by 
M.  de  Mondejeu  who  was  the  Governor  of  it,  and  who 
was  feconded  with  all  imaginable  bravery  by  Meffieurs 
de  S.  Lieu,  Crequi  and  Equancourt,  the  Spaniards  gained 
ground  every  day.  The  of  Auguft  they  were  en¬ 
tire  matters  of  Guiche’s  horn-work,  and  the  Governor 
often  fent  out  mett'engers  to  give  information  of  the 
condition  of  the  place,  fome  of  which  arrived  in  the 
camp :  one  of  them  having  fwallowed  the  letter  which 
he  was  intrufted  with,  wrapt  up  in  a  bit  of  lead,  to 
the  end  that  if  he  was  taken  nothing  mighc  be  found 
upon  him,  and  coming  when  we  were  very  impatient 
to  know  how  matters  flood,  the  poor  man  not  void¬ 
ing  the  lead,  tho’  he  had  feveral  purges  given  him,  M. 
de  la  Ferte  called  out  in  a  paifion,  to  rip  up  the  raf cal's 
belly  ;  the  poor  fellow  hearing  him  from  the  door  where 
he  was,  was  fo  frighted,  that  he  voided  his  lead  that 

inftant. 
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lead  that  inftant,  and  the  news  contained  made  us  defer  \n  t  4* 
the  attacking  the  lines,  till  the  troops  were  arrived  which  -  ' 
were  before  Stenai. 

Arras  was  not  fo  hard  preft  as  fome  of  the  enemy’s 
letters  which  had  been  intercepted  had  made  us  believe  j 
they  wrote  into  Flanders  that  they  fhould  be  matters  of 
the  place  by  St.  Laurence’s  day  at  furtheft :  which  joined 
to  the  news  which  we  had  at  the  fame  time  that  the  liege 
of  Stenai  did  not  go  on  fo  faft  as  had  been  hoped,  and 
that  thus  there  was  no  likelihood  of  our  having  the  troops 
which  were  there  employed  before  that  day,  had  made 
the  Generals  take  a  refolution  not  to  wait  for  them,  but 
attack  the  lines  without  them. 

We  continued  on  this  footing  the  preparatives,  to 
make  ufe  of  them  when  it  fhould  be  thought  proper, 
and  the  fquadrons  and  battalions  were  ordered  to  furnifh 
themfelves  each  with  a  certain  number  of  fafcines  and  hur¬ 
dles  within  two  days :  this  provifion  was  made,  becaufe  the 
enemy  had  dug  before  the  ditches  of  their  lines,  fix  rows 
of  holes  of  about  two  foot  diameter  and  three  foot  deep, 
to  hinder  the  cavalry  from  coming  near  them,  and  we  were 
in  hopes  with  thefe  hurdles  to  render  thefe  holes  ufelefs : 
but,  as  I  juft  now  faid,  our  fears  were  diftipated  by 
the  news  we  received  from  the  Governor  of  Arras,  and, 
by  thofe  we  had  the  next  day  from  the  camp  before. 

Stenai  that  the  place  would  foon  be  taken. 

The  ....  of  Auguft  advice  came  that  Marftial  d’Hoc- 
quincourt  who  fucceeded  in  the  command  of  the  Army 
after  M.  Faber  had  taken  Stenai,  was  advancing,  ana 
wanted  to  know  whether  he  might  join  the  main  Army, 
or  whether  he  fhould  encamp  in  fome  other  place; 
upon  which  anfwer  was  fent  him  that  M.  de  Turenne 
with  fifteen  fquadrons  would  meet  him,  and  that  if  he 
would  advance  with  his  cavalry  to  a  certain  place,  they 
would  go  together  and  take  a  view  of  a  poft  on  the 
brook  of  Crincho  near  Rivieres,  where  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that  by  intrenching  a  little,  Marfhal  d’Hocquin* 
court’s  Army  would  be  in  fafety. 

The  two  Generals  met  the  feventeenth  of  Auguft,  at 
the  place  appointed }  but  inftead  of  going  to  take  a  view 
of  the  poll,  on  notice  which  they  had  that  there  was 
going  to  the  enemy  a  great  convoy  by  the  road  of  S„ 

.Pol,  under  the  command  of  M,  de  boutteville,  they 
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An.  1654.  marched  that  very  inftant  with  all  their  cavalry  to  inter- 

- - -  cept  it,  and  fent  orders  to  M.  d’Hocquincourt’s  infantry, 

canon  and  baggage,  which  were  then  at  Bapaume,  to 
march  with  the  utmoft  diligence  towards  S.  Pol  by 
the  way  of  Buquoy,  along  the  woods,  becaufe  they  had 
no  cavalry  to  fupport  them  •  but  coming  to  S.  Pol  we 
learned  that  the  enemy  having  been  apprized  of  the 
march  of  the  King’s  troops,  had  marched  back  the  convoy 
to  Aire.  The  two  Generals  did  not  think  it  expedient  to 
go  farther :  but  that  they  might  not  quite  lofe  their  la¬ 
bour,  they  refolved  to  feize  on  S.  Pol,  (where  the  ene¬ 
my  had  left  four  or  five  hundred  troopers)  but  to  wait 
the  coming  of  the  infantry  in  order  to  attack  it,  the  poll; 
being  of  confequence.  It  was  by  S.  Pol  that  the  enemy 
brought  raoft  of  their  convoys  fafe  to  them.  This  Town 
ferved  for  a  place  of  refrefhment  in  the  continual  inter- 
c'ourfe  there  was  between  their  Army  and  their  garrifons 
round  about.  It  was  of  great  moment  to  take  it,  and  it 
coil  but  very  little  time  or  trouble  j  for  as  foon  as  the 
infantry  and  the  canon  were  come  up,  and  the  batteries 
railed,  the  enemy  capitulated,  and  if  I  don’t  miftake,  were 
made  prifoners  of  war. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  nineteenth,  the  Army 
returned  towards  the  lines,  and  encamped  at  Aubigny, 
were  being  arrived  early,  M.  de  Turenne,  according  to 
his  cuftora,  took  a  fquadron  or  two  of  cavalry,  and' 
marched  towards  the  enemy’s  lines ;  being  got  near  an 
old  Roman  camp,  which  the  people  of  the  country 
called  Csefar’s  camp,  where  the  Scarpe  and  a  little  brook 
join,  he  found  the  enemy  had  an  advanced  guard  there, 
which  being  retired  on  the  other  fide  the  brook  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  at  leifure  this  poll,  which  was 
not  above  two  canon-fhot  from  the  lines.  He  found  it 
fo  fit  for  his  defign,  that  be  propofed  to  M.  d’Hocquin- 
court  to  feize  on  it,  as  finding  it  much  preferable  to 
that  of  Rivieres.  The  next  day  he  marched  thither  : 
M.  d’Hocquincourt ,  to  be  the  fafer  there,  caufed  a 
line  to  be  drawn  from  the  river  to  the  brook,  and  find¬ 
ing  the  enemy  had  polled  about  five  hundred  men  in  the 
abbey  of  mount  S.  Eloy,  which  was  overagainft  him,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  he  refolved  to  attack  it  the  next 
day,  notwithstanding  the  nearnefs  of  the  befiegers  lines* 
to  the  end  $jat  being  mailer  of  it  he  might  ftreigthen  them 
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fo  much  the  more.  For  this  purpofe,  he  very  early  in  An 
the  morhing  croft  the  river  which  was  not  deep  in  that  — 
place,  and  ranged  his  troops  in  battalia  between  the 
Abbey  and  the  lines,  except  the  infantry  which  was  com 
manded  for  the  attack.  The  enemy  at  firft  made  a  fhew 
as  if  they  would  defend  the  outer  walls  ;  but  upon 
approach  of  the  infantry,  they  abandoned  them,  retiring 
within  the  Abbey  which  was  inclofed  by  an  old  wall  very 
ftrong,  and  fiankt  with  round  towers.  W e  immediately 
made  in  the  out-wall  embrafures  for  the  canon  •  but 
when  we  found  it  to  be  too  far  off  to  do  fufficient  ex¬ 
ecution,  we  raifed  a  fmall  battery  nearer,  but  it  was  not 
much  better  than  a  blinde :  thither  we  drew  fome  heavy 
canon  which  in  a  few  hours  made  a  breach.  Mean 
while  the  French  guards  and  Switfers,  by  the  benefit  of 
an  alley  of  trees,  and  of  the  walls  of  a  fmall  garden, 
ftealing  within  piftol-lhot  of  the  foot  of  the  chief  wall, 
they  fet  the  miners  to  it,  to  whom  were  carried  whilft 
they  were  lodging  themfelves  fome  boards  to  cover  them : 
and  that  they  might  work  with  more  fafety,  the  guards  and 
Swifs  advanced  openly  for  the  fpace  of  half  a  quarter  of  ' 
an  hour,  making  a  brisk  fire  on  the  holes  of  the  chief 
wall  of  the  Abbey,  thro’  which  the  enemy  fired,  and  af¬ 
terwards  retired  with  little  or  no  lofs.  The  regiment  of 
the  Marine  at  the  fame  time  found  means  to  lodge  itfelf 
by  favour  of  a  fmall  caufe-way  clofe  by  the  tower,  which 
the  canon  was  battering,  which  obliged  the  enemy  to 
capitulate,  and  to  yield  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.  M. 
d’Hocquincourt  after  this  retired  to  Cue  far’s  camp,  and 
M.  de  Turenne  returned  to  his  camp  with  his  fifteen  fqua- 
drons  and  two  companies  of  dragoons. 

He  refolved  by  the  way  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy’s 
lines  on  that  fide.  He  marched  thither  directly  from 
mount  S.  Eloy,  and  being  got  within  half  canon-fhot 
of  them,  he  coafted  them  at  the  fame  diftance  along  the 
Scarpe,  till  he  had  viewed  them  as  much  as  he  thought 
neceffary  on  that  fide ;  mean  while  the  enemy  kept  a 
great  firing  with  their  canon ;  there  was  never  a  fqua- 
dron  but  loft  two  or  three  men,  without  reckoning 
horfes ;  and  fome  old  O dicers  murmured  at  their  being 
thus  expoled  for  nothing,  as  they  imagined;  this  was 
the  only  time  as  long  as  the  Duke  of  York  fervea  in 
tl}e  Armies  of  France,  that  he  heard  M.  de  Turenne 
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6  r 4.  blamed  for  expofing  his  men  without  neceffity.  But 

— —  thefe  Gentlemen  were  fenfible  of  their  error  after  that 
we  had  forced  the  lines,  fince  it  was  at  that  very  time 
that  he  chofe,  as  he  was  expofing  himfelf  as  well  as  others, 
the  place  where  to  attack  them ;  and  if  he  had  not 
approached  with  all  the  troops  he  had  with  him,  the 
enemies  advanced  guards  would  not  have  retired  as  they 
did,  and  he  could  not  have  taken  notice  of  every  thing 
with  fo  much  exactnefs.  He  advanced  fo  near  with 
feme  voluntier  Officers,  that  my  Lord  Germain’s  horfe 
was  killed  under  him  with  a  musket-fhot  from  the  lines, 
the  ball  whereof  after  having  paft  thro’  that  creature’s 
body,  wounded  him  in  the  leg  feverely. 

M.  de  Turenne  obferved  that  Dom  Fernando  Solis’s 
quarter  was  the  lekft  fortified,  and  the  weakeft  in  troops 
and  he  refolved  to  make  his  principal  attack  there.  While 
we  were  going  down  from  mount  S.  Eloy,  fome  Officers 
took  the  liberty  to  tell  him  that  he  very  much  expofed 
himfelf  by  going  fo  near  the  enemy  in  an  open  country, 
that  they  could  count  his  forces  to  a  man,  come  out  of 
their  lines ,  attack  him  and  defeat  him.  He  owned  they 
might  do  fo,  and  that  he  would  not  have  dared  to  ven¬ 
ture  fo  much  on  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  fide  ;  but  that 
having  ferved  with  the  Spaniards,  he  knew  their  flegm 
and  their  manner ;  that  he  was  fure  that  on  his  approach 
Fernando  Solis  durft  attempt  nothing  of  his  own  head  • 
that  he  would  fend  to  the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne  who 
was  Generaliffimo :  that  the  Count  would  go  him- 
felfj-'or  fend  to  acquaint  the  Archduke  with  the  matter, 
who  would  not  fail  to  fend  to  entreat  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  whofe  quarters  were  directly  oppofite  to  his, 
to  come  thither  and  deliberate  in  a  council  which  he 
would  caufe  to  affemble  in  order  to  refolve  upon  what 
was  to  be  done-  and  that  during  thefe  confultations 
of  fo  many  different  perfons,  he  fhould  have  leifure 
to  reconnoitre  their  lines  without  any  danger  but  that 
of  the  canon,  and  fo  retire.  All  this  happened  juft  as 
M.  de  Turenne  had  forefeen ;  the  Spaniards  obferved 
all  thefe  formalities,  and  came  to  a  refolution  in  their 
council  to  attack  him  when  the  time  was  paft  and  the 
opportunity  loft;  the  Duke  of  York  had  all  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars,  afterwards,  from  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  own 
mouth. 


The 
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The  Generals  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  An.  1 654- 

by  which  he  acquainted  them  that  he  had  very  little - — 

powder  left,  and  that  if  he  was  not  fpeedily  relieved,  he 
fhould  be  forc’d  to  capitulate.  This  news  haftened  the 
refolution  which  was  taken  to  attack  the  lines:  it  had 
never  been  determined  to  do  this  but  for  M.  de  Tu- 
renne,  who  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  publick  wel¬ 
fare  and  the  King’s  fervice ;  whereas  moil  of  the  other 
general  Officers  had  no  motive  but  that  of  their  own 
private  intereft,  which  made  them  declare  openly  againft 
this  defign,  and  raife  all  the  objections  they  could  pof- 
fibly  think  of  or  devife.  M.  de  la  Ferte,  M.  d’Hoc- 
quincourt  Governor  of  Peronne,  M.  de  Navailles  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Bapaume,  M.  de  Bar  Governor  of  Dourlans, 
and  almoft  all  the  reft,  except  the  Duke  of  York  and 
the  Count  de  Broglio,  looked  upon  this  enterprise  as  a 
defperate  attempt,  and  did  not  approve  of  it,  thinking 
to  clear  themfelves  in  cafe  the  enterprise  did  not 
fucceed,  by  faying  that  they  had  been  of  a  contrary 
opinion. 

M.  d’Hocquincourt  and  his  Officers  propofed  only  to 
make  a  bare  trial  without  puffiing  the  affair,  as  an  expe¬ 
dient  for  faving  the  Army’s  honour,  not  believing  it 
poffible  to  fucceed.  M.  de  la  Ferte  even  after  the 
thing  was  refolved  on,  fent  a  trumpet  to  M.  de  Tu- 
renne,  with  a  defign  to  intimidate  him,  as  appeared  from 
the  manner  of  his  proceeding ;  the  trumpet  ruilied  fud- 
denly  into  the  Vifcount’s  tent  as  he  was  at  fupper  with 
feveral  Officers,  and  faid  aloud  that  his  mafter  fent  him 
to  give  an  account  of  what  he  had  fcen  in  the  lines  of  the 
enemy  from  whence  he  was  then  come;  that  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  in  confcience  to  make  a  faithful  report  to 
him ;  that  the  enemy  had  confiderably  raifed  their  in- 
trenchments  ;  that  the  outer  ditch  would  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  pafs;  that  beyond  it  they  had  all  along  dug 
feveral  rows  of  holes  between  which  they  had  fixed 
flakes ;  that  the  lines  were  well  furnilhed  with  troops  to 
defend  them.  M.  de  Turenne  commanded  him  to  be 
gone,  telling  him  that  were  it  not  for  the  refpedt  he 
bore  his  mafter,  he  would  have  ordered  him  to  be 
laid  in  irons  for  talking  as  he  had  done.  This  defcrip- 
tion  thus  publickly  made,  might  have  frightened  thofc 
who  heard  it,  if  they  had  not  known  the  lource  and  the 
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An.  1654.  motive  of  it:  but  fitch  artifices  were  not  capable  of 

'•*- - fhaking  M.  de  Turenne’s  fteadinefs,  and  their  weaknefs 

confirmed  him  but  the  more  in  his  refolution.  He  con¬ 
vinced  thofe  who  infifted  upon  a  bare  trial,  that  inftead 
of  laving  their  reputation  they  would  in  effedt  do  quite 
the  contrary,  fince  by  making  only  a  falfe  attack,  it 
would  be  vifible  to  every  body  that  they  had  no  defire 
or  defign  to  fight,  and  they  would  be  juftly  blamed  for 
unprofitably  facrificing  two  or  three  hundred  men  which 
might  be  loft  therein.  He  reprefented  that  by  pufhing  the 
affair  in  good  earneft  we  ftiould  attack  no  one  part  of 
the  lines  with  fewer  than  fifteen  battalions  in  front  • 
that  fome  of  thefe  would  not  meet  with  any  oppofition, 
or  at  moft  from  a  final]  number  of  men  fcattered  up 
and  down,  who  not  being  capable  of  making  refiftance, 
they  might  enter  the  lines,  and  give  an  opportunity  to 
the  troops  next  to  them,  who  fhould  not  have  been  able 
to  force  the  party  they  attacked,  to  enter  at  the  fame 
place,  and  there  make  a  way  for  the  cavalry;  that  in 
cafe  the  attack  were  made  in  the  night  time  no  one  of 
tire  enemy’s  quarters  durft  come  to  aftift  another  ;  that 
e  ;ch  fearing  for  it  felf  becaufe  of  falfe  attacks,  no  one 
would  venture  to  quit  its  ground  or  at  moft  would  only 
a'd  its  next  neighbour  till  break  of  day,  before  which 
we  fhould  have  made  a  paffage  thro’  their  lines ;  that 
the  only  tiling  he  was  apprehenfive  of  was  left  fome  ac¬ 
cident  or  fome  diforder  fhould  happen  as  we  were 
marching  towards  the  enemy  ;  but  that  he  was  fure,  if 
we  were  but  once  formed  in  the  places  were  he  pro- 
pofed  to  make  the  attacks  we  could  not  fail  of  forcing 
them;  that  which  gave  moft  weight  to  fo  many  fub- 
ftantial  reafons,  was  that  the  Court  was  abfolutety  for 
having  the  relief  of  the  place  attempted :  it  was  at  laft 
fully  concluded  on,  notwithftanding  all  the  artifices  and  re¬ 
luctance  of'  thofe  who  fet  themfelves  againft  it.  The 
day  pitched  upon  was  the  eve  of  S.  Louis,  and  fho’ 
none  but  the  three  Generals  knew  of  it,  the  whole  Army 
had  orders  to  keep  themfelves  feady,  to  provide  them¬ 
felves  with  fafcines,  hurdles,  and  all  things  neceflary  for 
this  undertaking.  Publick  Prayers  were  put  up  at  the 
head  of  each  battalion  and  each  fquadron  for  feveral  days ; 
never  was  there  in  an  Army  fo  many  tokens  of  a  true 
devotion,  fo  many  Confelfions  and  Communions. 


Duke  of  YORK. 

For  a  few  days  before  the  attack  M.  deTurenne  loft  no  An 
opportunity  of  difcourling  with  the  Officers  about  the 
xneafures  which  they  ffiould  take,  and  the  reliftance 
they  might  probably  meet  with.  He  inftrudted  them  how 
to  conduit  themfelves,  acccording  to  the  different  exi¬ 
gences  and  accidents  which  might  happen;  he  more 
efpecially  recommended  to  them  to  keep  their  foldiers 
in  good  order,  after  they  ffiould  be  got  within  the  lines; 
not  to  let  them  advance  too  fall,  becaufe  that  would  be 
the  molt  tickliffi  moment  of  all,  the  very  crilis  of  the 
whole  affair,  alfo  to  obferve  a  clofe  attention,  and  an 
exact  difcipline ;  there  being  more  danger  of  being  driven 
out  of  them  than  there  would  be  trouble  to  get  into 
them,  becaufe  they  mult  expeit  that  all  the  enemy’s 
forces  from  the  quarters  next  the  place  which  ffiould  be 
forced  would  there  fall  upon  the  allailants;  that  they 
mull;  not  think  of  going  direitly  to  the  town,  but  on 
the  contrary  mult  march  along  the  lines,  and  drive  the 
enemy  out  of  them  before  they  went  to  their  friends. 
One  may  be  allowed  to  fuppofe  that  it  is  from  fuch  like 
difcourfes  of  the  Generals,  hiftorians  are  wont  to  put 
into  their  mouths  prolix  and  pompous  fpeeches  juft  before 
they  give  battle,  when  they  leaft  thought  of  any  lhch 
thing  :  whereas  thefe  familiar  difcourfes,  fuch  as  M.  de 
Turenne  held  with  the  Generals  and  Officers  feem  far 
more  ufeful,  and  are  the  more  inftrudtive  inafmuch  as 
there  is  leifure  both  for  making  objections,  and  for  folv- 
ing  them.  The  Duke  of  York  can  witnefs  that  this  was  M. 
de  Turenne’s  way,  but  he  knows  not  whether  the  other 
two  Generals  took  the  fame  method  on  their  fide. 

All  perfqns  of  quality  at  Court  capable  of  drawing  a 
fword,  would  ffiare  the  honour  and  danger  of  fo  grand  an 
adtion.  Two  days  before,  fome  of  thole  who  had  dined 
in  M.  d’Humiere’s  tent  with  M.  de  Turenne,  where 
likewife  v/as  the  Duke  of  York,  defired  they  might  fee  the 
enemy’s  lines:  upon  which  M.  deTurenne  got  on  horfe- 
back  and  was  hardly  out  of  his  lines,  but  there  was  feen 
a  party  purfuing  one  of  the  enemy’s  which  had  fallen 
on  the  forragers  who  were  returning  to  the  camp.  M. 
de  Turenne  having  taken  notice  of  them,  ordered  thefe 
Gentlemen  to  get  between  the  run-a-ways  and  their  lines 
in  order  to  ftop  their  way  and  keep  them  from  getting 
in,  and  commanded  at  the  fame  time  the  advanced  guard 
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^n.  1654.  to  fupport  them;  but  the  enemy  being  well  mounted 

- reached  their  guard  before  they  could  be  overtaken  ; 

and  being  Hill  purfued,  they  re-entered  their  camp  and 
abandoned  fome  foldiers  who  were  cutting  fafcines  in  a 
little  wood  within  half  canon-fhot,  and  who  were  made 
prifoners.  M.  de  Turenne  took  this  opportunity  to  ob¬ 
serve  that  part  of  their  lines  which  he  had  not  yet  feen; 
but  he  cou’d  not  ftay  there  long,  becaufe  of  the  ve¬ 
hement  fire  of  their  canon  and  the  hafte  with  which 
the  enemy  were  been  to  get  on  horfeback :  this  was 
the  Prince  of  Conde’s  quarters.  M.  de  Turenne  re¬ 
tired  and  marched  to  the  Caftle  of  Neuville  S.  Vat, 
a  league  off,  in  which  we  had  fome  infantry ;  and  going 
down  the  hill,  we  perceived  at  the  diftance  of  about 
a  league  the  efcorte  of  the  forragers  confifting  of  a 
dozen  fquadrons ,  commanded  by  M.  de  l’lflebonne 
returning  to  the  camp;  and  feeing  at  the  fame  time 
ibme  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  come  out  of  their 
lines,  M.  de  Turenne  turned  a  little  out  of  his  way  and 
marched  towards  M,  de  l’lflebonne  to  whom  he  had 
fent  orders  to  come  to  him  in  all  hafte ;  hoping,  if  the 
enemy  advanced,  to  be  able  to  regale  them :  for  befides 
the  fquadron  of  the  guard,  he  had  likewife  with  him 
about  threefcore  and  ten  Officers  and  Volunteers;  but 
the  enemy  remained  on  the  top  of  the  hill  within 
reach  of  the  canon  of  their  lines.  The  Prince  of  Conde 
came  thither  himfelf  with  about  fourteen  fquadrons,  and 
M.  de  Turenne  feeing  that  he  followed  no  farther,  fent 
orders  to  M.  de  rifiebonne  to  return  to  the  camp,  dift 
miffed  the  fquadron  of  the  guard  to  their  poll:,  and 
went  himfelf  with  the  Officers  and  Volunteers  to  the 
Caftle  of  Neuville.  He  was  not  gone  far  before  fome 
fcouts  were  detached  from  the  hill  where  the  Prince  of 
Conde  ftill  was,  in  order  to  gain  the  top  of  another  emi? 
nence  on  which  M.  de  Turenne  was  marching,  with  im- 
tent  to  difcover  what  forces  he  had  behind  him  ;  which 
M.  de  Turenne  having  taken  notice  of,  and  not  being 
willing  the  enemy  fhould  fee  he  was  fupported  by  no 
body,  he  ordered  half,  a  fcore  Volunteers  to  go  up  to 
them  :  Meifieurs  Germain,  Berkley,  Bifcara,  Trigomar 
were  of  this  number :  the  reft  of  the  troop  fquadrooned 
on  the  mountain  and  raced  the  enemy:  but  the  young 
.Volunteers  not  content  with  doing  what  they  were  or¬ 
dered. 


Duke  of  Y  O  R  K. 


44 1 


dered,  followed  tbofe  few  troopers  farther  than  they  An.  165  4 
ffiould,  even  to  the  bottom  which  was  between  them  ■ 
and  the  enemy.  The  Prince  of  Conde  detached  imme¬ 
diately  a  fquadron  which  was  the  regiment  of  Eftrees  at 
the  head  whereof  was  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg  to  cut 
off  their  retreat ;  which  obliged  M.  de  Turenne  to  de¬ 
tach  his  little  fquadron  to  bring  them  off:  he  difpatch’d 
meffengers  after  M.  de  l’lflebonne  to  fetch  him  back 
again,  and  fent  the  fame  orders  to  the  fquadron  of  the 
guard.  This  was  all  that  could  be  done  to  difengage 
the  Volunteers  j  but  in  order  to  fave  them,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  charge  the  Duke  of  W irtemberg,  whofe  fqua¬ 
dron  was  defeated,  not  with  Handing  the  inequality  of 
number.  He  was  purfued  down  into  a  little  meadow 
and  up  a  fmall  eminence,  where  his  troopers  wheeling 
about,  made  a  difcharge  of  their  Carbines  which  put  a 
little  ftop  to  the  purfaers,  fome  of  whom  were  killed. 

The  enemy  took  frefli  courage  and  charged  a  fecond 
time  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  the  little  fquadron  gave 
way,  was  puffi’d  and  forced  to  turn  their  backs.  The 
fquadron  of  the  guard  who  as  they  were  returning  to 
their  pod  had  feen  the  beginning  of  the  a&ion,  came 
to  their  affiftance  ;  immediately  the  Duke  of  York  and 
M.  de  Joyeufe  put  themfelves  at  their  head  to  make 
them  charge  the  enemy  in  flank,  but  fcarce  had  they 
begun,  but  the  whole  fquadron  fled  and  left  them  both 
engaged,  together  with  two  or  three  of  their  domefticks : 
juft  in  that  moment,  M.  d’Arci  a  man  of  quality  hav¬ 
ing  had  his  horfe  killed  under  him,  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  get  him  off;  the  Duke  of  York  called  to  him; 
but  feeing  a  horfe  which  was  not  mounted,  he  did  what 
he  could  to  catch  him  ,  in  doing  which  he  loft  fb 
much  time  that  though  the  Duke  and  M.  de  Joyeufe 
did  their  utmoft  to  fave  him,  it  was  to  no  purpofe, 
and  by  being  too  long  obftinately  bent  upon  freeing  him, 
they  were  in  great  danger  of  being  taken  prifoners  them¬ 
felves,  and  not  without  much  difficulty  got  away.  M. 
de  Joyeufe  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded  in  the 
arm  by  a  musket-fhot,  of  which  he  afterwards  died. 

The  Duke  of  York  efcaped  without  any  hurt;  my  Lord 
Germain  had  like  to  have  been  taken  in  endeavouring 
to  fave  a  Gentleman  named  Beauregard,  whofe  horfe 
had  been  killed:  he  would  have  taken  him  up  behind 
I  him, 
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654.  him,  but  his  horfe  not  caring  to  carry  double,  fell 

- a  capring  and  rearing  himfelf  up  till  he  threw  him. 

Germain  bid  him  hold  by  his  ftirrup,  and  fo  he  drew 
him  a  little  way  from  the  enemy;  being  purfued  fo 
clofely,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  him,  and  Beauregard  was 
taken  prifoner.  M.  Berkley  help’d  to  fave  M.  deCaftel- 
nau,  whofe  horfe  having  received  five  wounds,  had  much 
ado  to  carry  him  from  among  the  enemy,  which  Berk¬ 
ley  obferving,  he  difmounted  and  gave  him  his  horfe, 
mounting  that  of  Caftelnau’s  page  and  got  off  very  nar¬ 
rowly.  We  were  purfued  half  a  league  by  the  enemy, 
till  M.  de  l’lflebonne  arrived  at  lalt  with  his  twelve 
fquadrons ;  the  enemy  who  perceived  it  had  time  to 
retire  without  being  obliged  to  run.  Befides  d’Arci 
and  Beauregard,  there  were  others  made  prifoners,  and 
almoft  all  the  pages  which  carried  their  mailers  cloaks; 
but  there  were  but  few  killed  or  wounded. 

All  things  being  ready  for  attacking  the  lines,  it  was 
refolved  to  make  the  principal  pufh  at  the  quarters  of 
Fernand  Solis,  as  being  the  weakelt  and  fartheft  from 
that  of  the  Prince  of  Conde.  This  quarter  was  to  the 
north  above  the  town  and  joined  that  of  the  Count  de 
Fuenfaldagne.  To  favour  this  defign,  M.  de  Turenne 
had  ordered  three  falfe  attacks  in  three  different  places, 
and  they  were  to  begin  an  hour  before  day-light  the  five 
and  twentieth  day  of  Auguft.  In  order  to  execute  this 
great  undertaking,  M.  de  Turenne  and  M.  de  la  Ferte 
began  to  pafs  the  Scarpe  with  the  vanguard  of  their 
troops,  through  M.  de  la  Ferte’s  quarters.  As  the  fun  was 
now  fetting,  it  was  M.  de  Turenne’s  day  to  lead  the  Ar¬ 
my,  and  though  they  had  a  good  way  to  march  to  get 
to  the  place  defigned  for  the  attack,  there  happened  not 
the  leall  confufion.  The  firlt  line  of  infantry  paffed 
over  the  bridge  which  was  on  the  left  of  the  whole  and 
the  nearelt  to  the  enemy  :  the  cavalry  which  was 
to  fupport  it,  paffed  over  the  bridge  which  was  below 
on  the  right  of  that :  over  the  third  bridge,  the  body 
of  referve  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry;  and  over  the 
fourth  bridge  palled  the  artillery  with  all  things  belong¬ 
ing  thereto.  In  this  manner  facing  only  to  the  left 
the  Army  found  it  felf  in  battalia  ready  to  charge . 
Each  battalion  had  its  pioneers  and  its  detachments  at 
their  head,  and  each  trooper  had  behind  him  two  faf; 
v .  "  7  '  tines 
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cines  to  carry  to  the  infantry,  when  they  fhould  have  An.  16-4. 
occafion  for  them.  The  baggage  had  orders  not  to  dir  ■■  — 

out  of  the  camp  till  it  was  broad-day-light :  there  was 
no  troops  left  in  the  camp,  and  the  baggage  was  to 
follow  in  the  belt  manner  it  could. 

This  march  was  made  with  fo  much  order  and  exadt- 
nefs,  that  we  arrived  precifely  at  the  place  and  hour  that 
we  were  to  join  M.  d’Hocquincourt  with  his  troops. 

'  We  halted  but  once  all  the  way,  and  that  but  fora  little 
while.  We  gave  not  the  lead:  alarm  to  the  enemy  that 
could  make  them  perceive  we  were  marching,  and  the 
musketeers  carefully  conceal’d  their  lighted  matches.  The 
Duke  of  York  had  the  curiofity  to  advance  to  a  proper 
di dance  from  the  foot  to  try  if  he  could  difcover  any  of 
their  fire,  but  could  not  perceive  the  lead  glimpfe  of  any. 

As  for  the  ordey  of  battle,  we  thall  chiefly  enlarge  on 
what  relates  to  the  troops  led  by  M.  de  Turenne, 

He  equally  difpofed  of  the  eight  Lieutenant-Generals 
between  the  cavalry  and  the  infantry,  each  of  which  had 
four:  he  poded  three  of  them  in  the  fird  line  of  in¬ 
fantry  confiding  of  five  battalions.  The  Count  de  Brog- 
lio  commanded  Picardy  and  the  Swiders,  which  were 
the  two  battalions  of  the  right:  M.  de  Cadelnau  led 
Pleffis  and  Turenne’s  battalions  which  had  the  left,  and 
M.  du  Paffage  that  of  Feuillade  which  was  in  the  center 
of  the  cavalry  who  were  to  fupport  them,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  about  twenty- four  fquadrons;  M.  de  Bar  led  the 
right  behind  M.  de  Broglio,  the  Duke  of  York  was 
on  the  left  behind  M.  de  Cadelnau,  and  M.  d’  Eclinvil- 
lers  was  in  the  middle;  M.  de  Roncherolles  was  at  the 
head  of  three  battalions  which  made  the  body  of  referve 
of  infantry,  and  that  of  eight  fquadrons  of  cavalry  was 
under  the  command  of  M.  de  l’lllebonne. 

M.  de  la  Ferte  who  had  put  himfelf  on  the  left  had 
a  line  of  fix  battalions,  two  lines  of  cavalry  behind,  and 
his  body  of  referve  was  only  cavalry.  M.  d’Hocquin¬ 
court  who  was  on  the  right  had  four  battalions  fupport- 
ed  by  a  line  of  cavalry,  behind  which  was  a  fecond 
line  of  infantry  of  four  other  battalions  with  fome 
cavalry  on  the  wings,  and  a  fmall  body  of  referve  which 
confided  but  of  three  or  four  fquadrons. 

There  were  to  be  three  falfe  attacks:  the  fird  compo- 
fed  of  M-  de  Turenne’s  troops  was  of  two  battalions  of 
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An.  1 654.  the  regiments  of  York  and  Dillon  and  fix  Iquadrons^ 

»"  "  the  whole  commanded  by  M.  de  Tracy  who  had  orders 
to  get  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  Prince  of  Cohde’s 
quarters  without  being  difcovered,  not  to  charge  tiil  he 
heard  that  the  attack  was  begun  on  M.  de  Turenne’s 
fide,  and  then  to  march  directly  to  the  barrier  on  that 
fide  which  he  had  been  fhewn  fome  days  before,  and 
to  endeavour  to  open  himfelf  a  paffage  to  get  into  the 
town.  The  falfe  attack  of  M.  de  la  Ferte’s  troops,  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  la  Guillottiere  was  to  fall  on  the  Count 
de  Fuenfaldagne’s  quarters  with  two  battalions,  fix  fqua- 
drons,  two  troops  of  dragoons  and  two  pieces  of  ca¬ 
non.  That  of  M.  d’Hocquincourt  was  the  leaft,  not 
being  above  four  fquadrons  commanded  by  M.  de  S. 
Jean  who  was  to  make  the  attack  on  the  fide  of  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain. 

M.  de  Turenne  being  arrived  at  the  rendezvous,  he 
there  found  M.  d’Hocquincourt  in  perfon ,  who  told 
him  his  troops  would  arrive  immediately,  and  beg’d  him 
to  defer  the  attack  a  moment:  M.  de  Turenne  anfwer’d 
he  could  not  wait,  feeing  they  were  fo  near  the  lines, 
that  the  enemy  could  not  fail  of  difcovering  them  very 
foon,  and  defired  him  to  follow  him  as  fail:  as  poffible, 
when  the  troops  fhould  be  arrived-  and  his  own  be¬ 
ing  ranged,  he  led  them  himfelf  on  horfeback  to  the  attack. 

It  was  a  fine  night,  the  weather  calm  and  ferene: 
the  moon,  which  had  fhone  during  the  whole  march, 
went  down  juft  as  they  arrived  at  the  place  defigned : 
it  had  fcarce  difappeared,  but  the  night  grew  very  dark 
and  there  fprung  up  a  breeze  of  wind  which  blew  fome- 
what  frefh  and  hinder’d  the  enemy  from  either  feeing 
or  hearing  any  thing.  They  knew  nothing  of  our  march, 
till  we  were  within  half  a  canon-fhot  of  their  lines. 
Then  it  was  that  the  infantry  in  order  of  battle  difco¬ 
vering  all  at  once  their  lighted  matches,  thefe  occafion- 
ed  an  illumination  the  more  refplendent,  as  the  wind 
blowing  them,  made  the  matches  blaze  amidft  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  and  as  the  fbldiers  who  marched  in 
clofe  order  chanced  to  joftle  each  other,  the  fire  ififued 
from  them  more  abundantly,  and  the  wind  driving  the 
fparks  about  added  not  a  little  to  the  light.  As  ibon 
as  the  enemy  perceived  it,  they  fired  three  canon-fhot 
and  put  up  their  lights  along  the  line.  The  infantry 

prefen  tly 
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prefently  made  their  attack;  but  had  not  their  officers  An.  1654. 

led  them  on  refolutely,  and  the  cavalry  at  their  heels  . - 

oblig’d  them  to  exert  themfelves,  they  had  not  acquit¬ 
ted  themlelves  with  that  bravery  which  till  then  the  Duke 
of  York  had  all  along  been  eye-witnefs  of;  for  never 
had  they  fhcwn  fo  great  a  reluctancy  as  on  this  occalion ; 
they  marched  on  however  without  once  flopping  to  the 
foot  of  the  lines,  when  they  did  not  meet  with  that  op- 
pofition  they  had  expected.  The  five  battalions  in  a 
lhort  time  became  mafters  of  the  place  which  they  at¬ 
tack’d.  Such  as  were  appointed  to  make  paflages  for  the 
cavalry  fell  inftantly  to  work:  each  fquadron,  after  hav¬ 
ing  carried  fafcines  to  the  edge  of  the  holes  which  were 
before  them,  where  the  infantry  took  them  to  fill  up 
the  two  ditches,  wheeled  about  and  went  and  put  them¬ 
felves  in  order  of  battle  forty  paces  behind,  waiting  till 
the  paflages  were  opened  before  they  advanced.  In  this 
inter im,  one  came  and  whifpered  the  Duke  of  York  on 
the  left  of  the  attack,  that  M.  de  Turenne  was  wound¬ 
ed  and  that  things  did  not  go  well  on  the  right ;  here¬ 
upon,  to  encourage  the  infantry  and  let  them  know  that 
the  cavalry  was  near  them,  this  Prince  ordered  the 
kettle-drums  and  trumpets  belonging  to  the  fquadrons 
at  whofe  head  he  was ,  to  beat  and  found ;  which 
was  afterwards  done  by  the  reft  of  the  cavalry,  and 
much  heightened  the  courage  of  the  infantry ;  but  his 
fquadron  and  that  next  him  fuffered  for  it ;  for  the  ene¬ 
my  who  were  in  a  redan  on  the  left,  made  a  violent  fire 
that  way  where  they  heard  the  noife,  and  the  kettle - 
drummer  of  the  fquadron  where  he  was,  was  killed  the 
firft.  Then  it  was  that  M.  de  la  Ferte,  who  had  not 
put  his  troops  in  order  fo  foon  as  M.  de  Turenne,  be¬ 
gan  his  attack :  but  whether  he  had  lefs  good  for¬ 
tune,  or  whether  he  met  with  more  refiftance,  though 
the  officers  had  with  a  great  deal  of  refolution  led  up 
the  infantry  to  the  very  ditch,  they  could  not  break  in¬ 
to  the  lines,  but  were  repulfed,  took  to  their  heels,  and 
fought  for  fhelter  among  the  cavalry  which  the  Duke 
of  York  commanded. 

The  diforder  was  very  great,  the  officers  on  the  one 
hand  complaining  that  they  had  been  forfaken  by  their 
foldiers,  and  the  latter  conceiving  they  had  only  follow¬ 
ed  their  officers  who  had  not  done  their  duty.  What 
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is  certain  is,  they  were  beat  and  the  cavalry  were  great 
fufferers  by  their  ill  i'uccefs-  for  the  light  of  the  matches 
of  the  infantry  drew  upon  die  troopers  the  whole  fire 
of  the  musketry  of  the  enemy  much  more  violently  than 
before.  Mean  while  the  infantry  of  M.  de  Turenne’s 
attack  having  finifh’d  a  paflage  for  the  cavalry,  and  the 
regiment  which  bears  his  name,  having  found  a  barrier 
which  opened  and  which  faved  it  the  trouble  of  mak¬ 
ing  another  paflage,  M.  de  Turenne  who  was  inform¬ 
ed  of  it,  order’d  M.  d’Eclinvillers  to  pafs  firfl:  with  four 
fquadrons  which  the  Duke  of  York  was  to  fupport :  he 
enter’d  in  with  the  three  firfl: ,  and  as  the  fourth  was 
likewifc  entring,  thofe  who  had  beat  de  la  Ferte’s  infan¬ 
try  coming  along  the  line,  arrived  at  this  barrier, 
and  feeing  none  but  this  fquadron  entring,  gave  them  a 
volley  of  musket-fhot  and  threw  a  vafl:  many  grenado’s : 
and  Bodervitz  a  German  Colonel  who  commanded  it 
and  his  Major  being  wounded,  this  fquadron  was  repulf- 
ed  and  the  enemy  fhut  the  barrier  againfi:  the  Duke  of 
York,  who  not  being  able  to  pafs,  marched  to  the  right 
along  the  line,  till  he  found  another  paflage  by  which 
he  entred  at  the  head  of  the  regiment  of  Turenne’s 
cavalry,  which  upon  this  occafion  made  but  two  fqua¬ 
drons  j  and  finding  the  enemy’s  huts  in  a  flame,  which 
Bout-de-bois  a  Colonel  of  la  Feuiliade’s,  had  very  fea- 
fonably  bethought  himfelf  of  fetting  fire  to,  he  advanc¬ 
ed  farther  to  fee  by  means  of  this  light,  whether  the 
enemy  were  ftill  in  battalia  behind.  They  had  there, 
indeed,  fome  cavalry,  but  it  was  fo  dark  neither  fide 
cold  difeover  the  other,  and  this  Prince  pafs’d  clofe  by 
them,  with  two  fquadrons  without  being  feen,  but  the 
third  which  was  of  Beauveau’s  Regiment  fell  on  them, 
beat  them  and  took  their  Colonel  who  was  the  Marquis 
de  Conflans.  Immediately  after,  day-light  began  to  ap¬ 
pear  ,  the  Duke  of  York  ftill  advancing,  penetrated 
quite  to  the  contravallation,  where  finding  no  paflage  to 
the  town,  he  kept  along  the  fide  of  it,  having  it  ftill 
on  his  left,  and  met  with  no  paflage  till  he  came  to 
the  river  above  the  town  which  feparated  the  Lorrain 
quarters  from  thofe  of  Fernand  Solis,  and  finding  that 
no  body  had  yet  enter’d  the  Lorrain  quarters,  be 
alter’d  his  mind  and  judged  it  not  amifs  to  pafs  over 
the  bridge  and  go  thither,  this  he  undertook  with  the 
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loft  their  way.  He  advanced  to  Prince  Francis  Lor- 
rain’s  tent  without .  any  oppofition ,  and  it  was  only 
from  thence  that  he  began  to  difcover  four  or  five  fqua- 
drons  of  the  enemy  in  order  of  battle  on  an  eminence 
Within  musket- fhot-  whereupon  he  made  a  halt  till  fuc- 
cours  came  to  him,  ranged  his  two  fquadrons  on  one  front 
which  took  up  the  diftance  which  was  between  the  tents, 
and  the  lines,  and  lent  three  or  four  perfons  to  look 
out  for  the  cavalry  which  he  mill  and  bring  them  to 
him.  While  he  was  waiting  for  them,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  came  and  ask’d  him  why  he  would  not  puftx 
the  victory  and  charge  that  body  of  cavalry  which 
was  before  him:  this  Prince  reply’d,  that  he  had  no 
mind  to  receive  a  difgrace  by  expofing  himfelf  rafhly  - 
that  that  body  of  the  enemy  which  he  faw,  was  double 
his  number,  befides  what  might  be  behind  the  eminence 
on  which  it  was  polled  ■  that  if  he  advanced  and  was  beat¬ 
en,  the  enemy  would  make  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
bridges  which  he  had  juft  palled  over,  break  them  down, 
and  thereby  preferve  themfelves  and  baggage ;  that  if 
they  came  and  charged  him  where  he  was,  it  would 
be  a  pretty  equal  match,  becaufe  they  could  not  take 
him  in  flank,  befides  that  he  had  the  advantage  of  the 
ground  :  in  a  word,  that  he  every  moment  expected  fome 
horfe,  and  that  when  they  came,  he  would  go  and  charge 
the  enemy.  Buckingham’s  importunities  availed  nothing  j 
the  Duke  of  York  continued  thus  fome  time  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy,  and  no  tidings  of  the  cavalry  which  he 
ftaid  for.  Mean  while  fome  of  his  troopers  withdrew 
from  rhe  reft  and  fell  on  Prince  Francis’s  tent,  where, 
befides  his  plate,  they  found  in  cafh  one  month’s  pay  for 
his  troops.  This  had  like  to  have  proved  a  dear  pur- 
chafe  :  for  the  other  troopers  hearing  the  noife  their 
comrades  made  when  they  were  taking  this  money,  quit¬ 
ted  their  ranks  one  after  another  to  go  and  partake  of  the 
plunder,  in  defpight  of  all  the  prohibitions  and  menaces  of 
their  officers  who  alone  Hay’d  by  the  Duke  of  York  ^  which 
happening  in  the  fight  of  the  enemy,  he  expedted  every 
moment  to  be  charged  and  beaten.  Being  in  this  per¬ 
plexity,  and  feeing  no  one  return  of  thofe  he  had  lent 
5.9  fetch  the  cavalry,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  go  for 
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•—*— a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Turenne’s  to  make  good  his  poft 
on  the  eminence  till  he  returned,  then  haftened  away  and 
on  the  other  fide  the  bridge  found  the  fecond  fquadron 
of  Villequier  going  to  the  town  •  he  ftop’d  it.  and,  put¬ 
ting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  it,  went  back  again ;  but 
fcarce  had  the  hindmoft  of  the  fquadron  pafs’d  the  bridge, 
and  the  foremoft  begun  to  form  at  the  end  of  a  fmall 
caufeway,  when  the  cavalry  which  he  had  left  to  f  ce 
the  enemy  haftened  down  the  eminence  in  diforder- 
which  ftruclc  fuch  a  terror  into  Villequier’s  fquadron, 
that  they  prefently  turn’d  their  backs,  and  nothing  could 
flop  them.  The  Duke  of  York  finding  himfelf  thus  a- 
bandon’d,  and  feeing  four  fquadrons  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  bridge,  he  repaired  it,  thinking  to  return 
and  bring  them  into  the  Lorrain  -  quarter  •  but  be¬ 
fore  he  could  conduct  them  to  the  bridge,  Marfhal 
d’Hocquincourt  was  arrived  there  with  all  his  cavalry  and 
feveral  lquadrons  of  the  two  other  Armies  which  began 
to  pafs  it:  he  judged  there  would  be  horfe  enough  on 
that  fide,  and  inftead  of  following  them,  march’d  on 
the  other  fide  between  the  contravallation  and  the  town 
towards  the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne’s  quarters  with  his 
four  fquadrons,  two  whereof  where  gendarmes,  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  Schomberg,  and  the  other  two 
the  regiment  of  Gefvres  under  M.  de  Querneux. 
Being  arrived  on  an  eminence  from  whence  he  could 
fee  all  round  him,  he  difcover’d  on  another  eminence 
between  the  two  lines  feveral  fquadrons  of  horfe  in  bat¬ 
talia  which  faced  diredtly  the  place  where  he  was.  The 
Duke  of  York  took  them  at  firlL  for  enemies ;  but  feeing  a 
fquadron  in  red  cloatbing,  he  chang’d  his  opinion  and  ima¬ 
gined  they  were  either  the  King’s  light-horfe  or  gend¬ 
armes-  upon  which  he  marched  towards  them  in  or¬ 
der  to  join  them ,  judging  by  their  countenance  that 
they  were  facing  the  enemy,  whom  he  could  not,  him¬ 
felf,  difcover,  there  being  on  his  left  a  riling  ground 
which  hinder’d  the  feeing  them :  but  when  he  was  got 
down  one  eminence  and  was  going  to  afcend  the  other, 
an  officer  came  and  told  him,  from  M.  de  Turenne,  that 
he  muft  come  and  join  him  that  minute,  and  that  thole 
whom  he  took  for  friends  were  enemies  that  faced  him, 
and  that  he  had  great  need  of  being  reinforced.  The 
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ly  with  his  four  fquadrons  M.  de  Turenne,  who  had  but - — 

three  with  him,  and  a  battalion  of  rallied  men  whom  ei¬ 
ther  the  enemy,  or  greedinefs  of  plunder,  had  feparat- 
ed,  and  who  were  good  for  nothing  but  to  make  & 
fhcw. 

It  is  here  proper  to  relate  how  that  General  found  him- 
felf  in  this  pofture,  and  what  it  was  that  brought  him 
to  this  place.  M.  de  la  Ferte  having  been  repulfed  in 
his  attack,  entered,  as  hath  been  already  faid,  by  a  place 
that  others  had  palled  before,  and  intending  to  do  fome- 
thing  confiderable ,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  ten 
or  twelve  fquadrons,  partly  his  own  troops  and  partly 
thofe  of  M.  de  Turenne.  By  this  time  it  was  broad 
day,  and  he  march’d  between  the  two  lines  towards  the 
Count  de  Fuenfaldagne’s  quarters:  he  advanced  at  the 
lame  time  with  fome  infantry  of  his  own  troops  and  of 
thofe  of  M.  de  Turenne,  among  which  was  the  batta¬ 
lion  of  French  guards,  which  was  part  of  M.  de  la 
Ferte’s  Army ;  but  he  was  coming  in  very  great  dilbrder 
along  the  line  of  contravallation.  There  was  in  the  plain 
fome  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  ki  order  of  battle,  which 
did  not  ftir  a  ifep;  M.  de  la  Ferte  perceiving  them, 
came  down  from  the  eminence  where  he  was,  in  order 
to  attack  them:  M.  de  Turenne  who  arrived  in  the 
mean  while  at  the  place  which  la  Ferte  had  juft  quit¬ 
ted,  was  extremely  concern’d  to  fee  him  advance  thus, 
and  would  fain  have  ftopt  him,  but  it  was  too  late; 
all  he  could  do  was  to  ifop  two  battalions  which  were 
following  him,  and  to  rally  that  of  the  guards:  he  faid 
to  thofe  who  were  about  him,  he  was  very  much  a- 
fraid  la  Ferte  would  be  beaten,  and  that  afterwards  he 
himfelf  lliould  find  it  very  difficult  to  maintain  the  ground 
where  he  was.  The  thing  happened  as  he  had  forefeen :  M. 
de  la  Ferte  was  beat;  and  at  the  fame  time  that  the  e- 
nemy  charged  him,  they  detach’d  fome  horfe  to  dif- 
perfe  the  infantry  which  was  between  the  line*;  they 
cut  moft  of  them  to  pieces,  took  feveral  officers  of  the 
guards;  but  they  did  not  purlue  their  advantage,  nor 
lo  much  as  make  the  leaf!  fhew  of  being  inclin’d  to 
advance  to  the  eminence  where  M.  de  Turenne  was,  but 
on  the  contrary  retir’d  into  the  plain  from  whence  they 
had  fet  out  to  charge  M.  de  la  Ferte. 
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— - -M.  de  Turenne,  who  order’d  him  to  advance  between 

the  two  lines,  and  extend  his  fquadrons  on  the  left 
of  thofe  which  were  there  in  order  of  battle.  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  related  to  him  all  that  had  juft  happen’d,  and  told 
him  he  was  apprehenfive  that  the  enemy,  if  they  could 
get  together  fome  foot,  would  come  and  give  them 
employment,  there  being  little  ftrefs  to  be  laid  on  thofe 
which  they  had  with  them:  he  afterwards  asked  him 
where  he  had  been,  and  what  was  become  of  his  regiment 
of  cavalry-  the  Duke  gave  him  an  account  of  every 
thing  that  had  happened  to  him  and  others  with  whom 
he  had  fal’n  in.  In  this  inftant,  about  feven  pieces  of 
canon  were  brought  into  the  lines,  and  very  feafonabiy 
join’d  M.  de  Turenne,  together  with  fome  fquadrons, 
and  we  fired  on  the  enemy  with  good  fuccefs.  Neverthe- 
lefs  he  was  not  freed  from  his  unealinefs,  ftill  being  in 
apprehenfion  of  the  enemy’s  coming  with  fome  infantry , 
for  feeing  the  little  order  his  cavalry  kept,  and  almoft 
the  whole  infantry  in  confufion,  and  bulled  in  plunder¬ 
ing  to  that  degree  that  he  had  but  few  men  with  him 
that  made  any  kind  of  appearance,  it  was  not  without 
caufe  that  he  dreaded  a  change  of  fortune,  in  cafe  he 
fhould  be  beat  with  thofe  few  troops ;  but  this  uneafi- 
nefs  lafted  not  long  after  the  canon  had  begun  to  fire ; 
for  whether  the  enemy  found  the  place  where  they  were 
not  tenable,  or  whether  for  fome  other  reafon  they  thought 
it  not  proper  to  flay  there;  about  half  an  hour  after 
the  firft  canon-fhot,  they  retired:  their  infantry  how¬ 
ever  fhewed  themfelves  once,  but  prefently  difappear’d, 
and  this  a  little  before  the  cavalry  retired. 

The  Duke  of  York  was  afterwards  informed  by  per- 
fons  who  were  with  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  was 
the  man  that  made  M.  de  Turenne  fo  uneafie,  and  the 
only  General  of  the  enemy’s  fide  that  did  any  thing 
confiderable,  that  he  had  a  defign,  if  he  could  have  light 
of  two  battalions  of  infantry,  to  have  charged  us,  as  M. 
de  Turenne  had  apprehended;  that  he  had  got  together 
thofe  which  we  faw  juft  appear;  but  that  when  they 
came  within  the  diftance  of  our  canon-fhot,  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  make  them  go  forward.  It  is  a  thing  wor¬ 
thy  of  remark,  that  thofe  two  great  men,  without  being  in¬ 
formed  that  they  were  in  prefence  of  each  other,  guefs’d  it 
a  .  “  from 
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from  each  other’s  conduct.  M.  de  Turenne  was  pofi- An 

tive  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  was  on  the  other  emi - 

nence;  becaufe  any  man  but  that  Prince  would  have 
pufh’d  the  troops  he  had  beaten,  in  another  manner : 
the  Prince  of  Conde  laid  the  fame  thing  of  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne,  and  that  any  other  man  in  that  iituation  would 
certainly  have  charg’d  him. 

This  very  confideration  hinder’d  M.  de  Turenne  from 
purfuing  the  Prince  of  Conde  when  he  retired,  and  from 
preffing  him  in  the  rear  •  he  contented  himfelf  with  what 
had  pa  (fed,  and  declin’d  making  any  further  trials  of  his 
fortune,  feeing  his  main  delign  was  executed-  but  M. 
de  Bcllcfonds  with  feme  cavalry  of  the  garrifon  of  the 
place,  had  not  the  fame  diferetion ;  he  had  a  mind  to 
make  fome  attempt  on  the  Prince’s  rear-guard,  whilft  he 
was  eroding  the  river  to  get  into  the  Arch-duke’s  quar¬ 
ters,  and  was  fo  warmly  received,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  retire  with  lofs.  The  Prince  palled  on  at  his  eafe; 
the  reft  of  the  troops  took  warning  by  this  ill  fuccefs, 
and  ventur’d  no  more  to  charge  him.  After  he  had 
palled  through  M.  de  Turenne’s  old  camp,  he  rallied  his 
fcattered  troops  behind  the  brook,  and  marched  to  Cam- 
brai.  The  Arch-duke  and  the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne 
elcaped  to  Douai  with  only  a  fquadron,  or  two  at  moftj 
they  palled  through  the  midi!  of  the  baggage,  where  the 
Arch-duke  was  known  by  feveral  of  M.  de  Turenne’s 
domefticks,  and  had  but  one  fquadron  been  left  there, 
in  all  probability  he  had  been  taken  prifoner. 

M.  d’Hocquincourt’s  troops  did  not  arrive  at  the  ren¬ 
dezvous  till  day-light  began  to  appear:  he  attack’d  the 
lines  on  the  right  of  the  place  where  the  Duke  of  York 
had  entered,  and  met  with  little  or  no  reliftance:  the 
principal  bulinefs  of  his  infantry  was  to  make  a  paffage 
for  his  cavalry,  at  the  head  of  which  the  Marihal  en¬ 
tered,  and  marched  dire'dtly  to  the  t>ridge ,  which  he 
pafled  in  order  to  enter  the  Lorrain-quarters,  after  the 
Duke  of  York  was  gone  out  of  them.  Moft  of  the  ca¬ 
valry  of  both  the  ocher  Armies  followed  him,  and  he 
found  no  oppofition  till  he  came  to  the  brook,  which 
feparated  the  Lorrainers  quarters  from  the  Prince  of 
Conde’s ;  there  he  found  M.  de  Marlin  in  order  of  bat¬ 
tle  on  the  other  fide  with  feveral  fquadrons,  who  Hope 
him  a  good  while :  the  enemy  had  fome  infantry  or 

G  g  2  carabi- 
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»  1 "  — 'of  the  infantry  of  that  quarter  had  leifure  to  get  off 3 
and  when  the  cavalry  which  was  come  out  of  the  town 
obliged  M.  de  Marlin  to  retire,  he  did  it  with  fo  much 
order,  that  he  marched  out  of  the  lines  without  being 
broke,  ftill  making  ufe  of  his  infantry  or  of  his  cara¬ 
bineers,  as  he  had  done  at  the  brook:  in  going  out  of 
the  lines,  he  polled  them  behind,  from  whence  they  fired 
on  Hocquincourt’s  cavalry,  which  not  being  led  in  good 
order,  was  kept  in  awe  by  the  enemy’s  fire,  under  cover 
of  which  Marfin  retired  in  good  order,  and  joined  the 
Prince  of  Conde  juft  as  he  was  rallying  his  men,  as 
is  before  related. 

About  the  time  that  M.  de  Marfin  was  making  his 
retreat,  M.  de  Mondejeu,  Governor  of  Arras,  coming 
out  of  the  place,  fome  old  Officers  who  perceiv’d  him, 
defired  he  would  pleafe  to  put  them  in  better  order, 
for  that  M.  d’Hocquincourt  and  the  other  General  Offi¬ 
cers  who  were  there,  had  been  a  little  defedive  in  their 
duty;  but  he  abfolutely  refufed  it,  faying  he  was  only 
come  thither  as  a  volunteer;  that  it  was  not  reafona- 
ble  for  him  to  pretend  in  any  manner  to  ffiare  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  that  day  with  thofe  to  whom  alone  it  belonged 
to  condud  their  troops ;  that  for  his  particular,  he  had 
acquired  reputation  enough  in  defending  the  place,  and 
that  he  was  only  come  with  a  defign  to  ferve  thofe  who 
had  with  fo  much  bravery  relieved  him. 

It  remains  to  give  an  account  of  what  palled  at  the 
falfe  attacks ;  thofe  of  M.  de  la  Ferte  and  M.  d’  Hoc- 
quincourt  followed  their  orders  pundually,  and  nothing 
confiderable  befell  them,  only  the  former  had  the  bell 
part  of  the  booty  which  was  found  in  Count  de  Fuen- 
laldagne’s  quarters  which  it  was  to  have  attack’d.  That 
of  M.  de  Turenne  was  not  fo  fortunate;  M.  de  Traci 
who  commanded  it,  purfuing  exadly  his  orders,  met 
with  a  very  different  fate;  for  he  having  been  ordered 
to  march  without  noife  into  a  bottom  within  half  ca- 
non-lhot  of  the  lines  and  there  to  remain  wichout  un¬ 
dertaking  any  thing,  till  fome  time  after  M.  de  Turenne 
ffiould  have  begun  his  own  attack,  of  which  it  was  fup- 
pofed  he  would  have  heard  the  noife;  it  happened  quite 
otherwife,  becaufe  the  wind  was  contrary  and  very 
high ;  he  could  hear  nothing,  and  when  day-light  came 
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tion  of  the  defign ;  he  refolved  however  to  continue  fome  - — 

time  in  his  poll,  and  at  length  faw  fome  cavalry  which 
he  imagined  the  enemy  had  fent  out  for  intelligence: 
fhortly  after,  he  perceived  one  or  two  fquadrons  which 
he  took  for  the  advanced  guard  going  to  its  poft;  but 
feeing  a  greater  number  going  out,  he  thought  he  was 
difcovered  by  the  enemy,  and  that  they  were  coming 
to  fall  on  him;  upon  which  he  ordered  his  two  batta¬ 
lions  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  into  the  caftle  of 
Neuville,  which  was  nigh  at  hand,  and  with  his  caval¬ 
ry  he  retired  towards  Bapaume  :  he  had  gone  a  great  way 
before  he  found  his  miftake;  the  infantry  which  had 
retired  into  the  caftle  perceived  it  fooner  than  he  did; 
they  obferved  that  moft  of  the  cavalry  of  the  quarter  of 
Lorrain,  and  feveral  of  that  of  the  Prince  of  Conde 
were  retiring  by  the  way  which  leads  to  Cambray :  they 
detach’d  the  Aid-majors  of  every  regiment,  with  fifty 
men  each,  to  skirmifh  with  the  enemy  in  their  paflage; 
but  being  too  far  advanced,  the  enemy’s  cavalry  fur- 
rounded  them  and  killed  them  every  man. 

It  cannot  be  very  exadtly  faid  what  number  were  kill¬ 
ed  on  either  fide;  by  what  appeared  in  the  lines  the 
number  did  not  exceed  four  hundred;  no  General  was 
loft ;  nor  any  Colonel  but  M.  de  Puymarais,  who  was 
of  the  horfe :  he  was  the  fon  of  M.  de  Bar  Lieutenant 
General,  and  was  a  very  gallant  man.  But  few  Cap¬ 
tains  were  killed.  The  fquadron  of  Eclinvillers  which  had 
behaved  itfelf  fo  ill  two  or  three  days  before,  when  M.  de 
Joyeufe  was  wounded,  was  handled  rougheft  of  any;  it 
was  one  of  thofe  M.  de  la  Ferte  had  with  him  when 
he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  beaten;  and,  it  is  probable, 
being  refolved  to  recover  its  reputation,  it  then  charged 
fo  vigoroufty,  that  the  reft  having  given  way  before  it,  it 
fuffered  much  more,  and  moft  of  its  officers  were  killed 
on  the  fpot :  the  number  of  the  wounded  was  not  great; 

M.  de  Turenne  received  a  contufion  and  a  musket-ffiot 
on  his  armour,  and  had  a  horfe  killed  under  him.  I  do 
not  remember  that,  except  M.  de  Broglio,  who  had 
his  thigh  fhot  through  with  a  ball,  there  was  any  of 
the  Generals  wounded,  and  but  a  few  fubaltern  officers. 

The  volunteers  efcaped  very  well ;  none  were  dange- 
roufly  wounded  but  the  Marquiffes  Brevaute  and  la  Ciotte; 
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An.  1 654.  and  they  indeed  died  of  their  wounds:  they  were  with 

r -  ■  the  Marquis  d’Humicres,  who  was  briskly  attacked  by  a 

fquadron  of  the  enemy:  Bifcara  and  foeae  others  were 
very  much  wounded,  as  alfo  the  Chevalier  de  S.  Ge  and 
other  officers  of  his  regiment. 

On  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  there  was  only  one  of  their 
Generals  wounded  and  taken,  and  that  was  the  Baron  de 
Bryolle,  one  of  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  Major-Generals  : 
he  was  a  brave  old  man,  who  altho’  he  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  be  taken  in  fighting  againft  his  Sovereign,  yet 
fhewed  a  few  days  before  he  died ,  that  he  was  not  a 
rebel  in  his  heart,  but  only  fo  by  chance :  he  fent  for 
his  fon,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner  with  him,  told  him 
fome  few  hours  before  he  expired,  how  he  had  been 
drawn  into  a  bad  caufe,  and  commanded  him  as  he  va¬ 
lued  his  bleffing,  never  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  feduced, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  to  take  arms  againft  his 
King :  this  exhortation  of  a  dying  father  fo  feniibly  af- 
fecfted  him,  that  he  declared  he  would  be  a  good  and 
faithful  fu bj eft  •  upon  which  he  was  fet  at  liberty. 

There  were  about  three  thoufand  prifoners  taken  ; 
fifteen  hundred  v/ere  made  prifoners  in  the  quarters  of 
Lorrain :  they  were  in  a  redoubt ,  where  they  were 
furrounded  ;  fixty  three  pieces  of  canon  of  all  fixes  were 
taken  in  the  lines,  as  alfo  every  thing  appertaining  to 
fo  large  a  train  of  artillery ;  all  the  baggage  of  the  ene¬ 
my  was  taken :  the  foldiers  had  a  great  booty,  all  the 
General  Officers  of  this  Army  being  ferv’d  in  plate,  and 
each  being  obliged  to  have  abundance  of  attendance  and 
furniture,  without  which  there  was  no  fublifting  in  fo 
large  an  Army;  the  quantity  thereof  was  fo  confidera- 
ble,  that  when  the  Army  crofs’d  the  Scheld  lometime 
afterwards  under  Cambray,  there  were  reckoned  up¬ 
wards  of  feven  thoufand  carts  and  covered  waggons, 
tho’  the  Army  was  not  then  above  twenty  thoufand  men, 
whereas  when  we  forced  the  lines,  it  confifted  of  four¬ 
teen  thoufand  foot,  eleven  thoufand  horfe  and  four  hun¬ 
dred  dragoons. 

The  day  after  that  the  town  was  reliev’d,  the  Duke 
of  York  was  fent  with  two  thoufand  horfe  to  Peronne, 
where  the  Court  was,  to  efcorte  it  to  Arras,  where  it 
ftaid  fome  days,  during  which  the  Army  incamp’d  in 
the  enemy’s  lines:  we  made  ufe  of  their  huts,  and  we 
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found  fo  large  a  quantity  of  forrage  which  the  enemy  An.  i 
had  laid  up,  that  there  was  no  occalion  to  go  abroad  — 
for  any  all  the  time  we  flaid  there. 

The  laft  day  of  Auguft,  the  Army  marched  towards 
Cambray,  incamp’d  at  Sauchi-Cauchi,  and  the  Court  re¬ 
turned  at  the  fame  time  to  Peronne.  The  third  of  Sep¬ 
tember  the  Army  march’d  to  Thun  S.  Martin,  where  it 
crofs’d  the  Scheld  over  a  bridge  which  was  laid  there. 

The  next  day  it  advanced  to  Saulfoi,  half  way  between 
Cambray  and  Valenciennes.  The  day  following  it  in¬ 
camp’d  at  Kievrain,  and  the  fixth  it  fell  upon  Quefnoi, 
between  Valenciennes  and  Landrecies:  Here  was  a  Go¬ 
vernor;  but  the  garrifon  was  fmall,  the  place  of  it  felf 
not  ftrong  :  its  outworks  had  been  demolifh’d  after  the 
Spanifh  way;  which  is  to  put  a  place  only  out  of  a 
condition  of  defence,  and  to  leave  it  capable  of  being 
eafily  re-inflated.  This  town  furrender’d  the  next  day; 
men  were  immediately  fet  on  work  to  repair  the 
outworks;  new  works  were  added;  and  leaving  a 
ftrong  garrifon  in  it,  we  marched  to  Bavay,  and  the 
eleventh  of  September  arrived  before  Binche,  which  fur¬ 
render’d  the  fame  day,  there  being  none  but  Burghers  in 
it.  We  ftaid  there  till  the  twenty  fecond,  only  to  eat 
up  the  country,  and  give  time  for  fortifying  Quefnoi. 

During  thefe  marches,  M.  de  Turenne  gave  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Generals  more  employment  than  they  had  been 
ever  ufed  to;  till  then,  none  but  he  whofe  day  it  was, 
was  in  motion,  and  the  reft  only  attended  the  General ; 
but  he  now  ordered  that  in  like  manner  as  he  whofe 
day  it  was,  marched  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
van,  he  that  fhould  have  been  relieved  fhould  alfb  march 
at  the  head  of  the  infantry,  and  he  which  had  been  relieved 
before  him,  at  the  head  of  the  other  wing  of  the  cavalry, 
which  made  the  rear-guard ;  thus  there  were  every  day 
three  Lieutenant-Generals  upon  duty.  He  found  this  or¬ 
der  fo  eafy  and  beneficial,  that  the  Duke  of  York  took 
notice  he  conftantly  had  it  prattifed  all  the  remaining 
time  that  he  continued  with  him  in  the  French  fervice. 

He  further  cautioned  them,  that  when  they  fhould  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  defile,  or  a  brook,  they  fhould  not  flop,  till 
thofe  which  were  before  them  were  got  to  the  o  her 
lide ;  but  that  they  fhould  make  to  themfelves  a  par¬ 
ticular  paflage  on  the  right,  or  on  the  left,  always  ob- 
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.An.  1653  ferving  to  poll:  the  van -guard  between  them  and  the 

■ - fide  by  which  the  enemy  might  come.  He  thus  could 

make  longer  marches  3  and  from  that  time  we  always 
pafled  the  defiles  by  three  places  at  a  time.  The  ene¬ 
my’s  Croatians  were  very  troublefome  during  this  whole 
march,  it  was  dangerous  to  go  alide  the  leaft  that  could 
be :  they  had  fometimes  the  boldnefs  to  thruft  them- 
felves  two  or  three  into  the  ranks,  and  whenever  they 
could  do  it  they  carried  off  fome  one.  People  were 
furprized  during  this  march  that  fo  victorious  and  fo 
confiderable  an  Army,  did  not  go  upon  fome  important 
fiege  this  year  3  but  they  did  not  reflect  that  the  feafon 
was  very  far  advanced,  and  that  tho’  Quefnoi  was  not 
of  itfelf  confiderable,  yet  that  place  very  much  favour¬ 
ed  the  defigns  which  were  laid  for  the  next  campaign, 
for  which  M.  deTurenne  had  already  formed  his  plan  :  it 
was  a  bold  defign  the  propofing  to  keep  that  place,  fi- 
tuated  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy’s  country,  and  it  was 
what  render’d  the  fcheme  of  the  operations  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  more  eafy  to  execute,  and  particularly  the 
fiege  'of  Landrecies. 

The  enemy  re-aflembled  under  the  canon  of  Mons 
the  remains  of  their  Army,  from  thence  they  continu¬ 
ally  detached  parties  to  difturb  the  forragers  of  the  Ar¬ 
my  of  France,  whilll  it  continued  at  Binche;  but  M. 
de  Turenne  took  fo  good  care  therein,  that  they  did 
no  great  hurt,  tho’  their  Croatians  were  inceffantly  ho¬ 
vering  about  the  camp,  and  laying  continual  ambuf- 
cadcs:  they  wanted  but  a  little  of  carrying  off,  one 
day,  a  guard  of  cavalry  which  had  been  advanced  to¬ 
wards  Mons:  it  confifted  of  four  fquadrons  polled  be¬ 
hind  a  brook,  and  had  a  fmall  guard  of  thirty  troopers 
on  an  eminence  on  the  other  fide.  The  Duke  of  York 
going  to  vifit  this  guard,  found  that  four  other  fqua¬ 
drons  were  relieving  it  3  he  paffed .  the  brook  at  the 
head  of  the  detachment  which  was  going  to  relieve  this 
fmall  guard,  and  being  arrived  at  his  poll,  there  were 
feen  about  thirty  of  the  enemy’s  troopers  coming  from 
a  wood  which  was  on  the  left;  but  when  they  were 
within  half  canon- Ihor,  they  turn’d  back,  as  if  they  had 
been  afraid  of  being  purfued.  M.  d’Humieres  and  lome 
otherOfficersofthe  fameguard  who  were  lomewhat  advanc¬ 
ed,  began  to  gallop  after  them,  and  thole  that  were  neareff 
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the  Duke  offered  to  purfue  the  enemy,  and  feeing  the  ■ —  ■— 

others  running  after  them,  they  ran  too  without  asking  An.  1654. 
if  he  approved  of  it  or  no ;  upon  which  he  rode  thither 
full  fpeed,  and  when  he  came  up  with  the  foremoft  of 
them,  he  had  all  the  difficulty  imaginable  to  reftrain 
their  ardour;  they  grumbled  and  complained  that  he  hin¬ 
dered  them  from  carrying  off  the  whole  party  ;  but  he 
affured  them  that  by  reftraining  them,  he  had  faved 
them  from  an  ambufcade,  and  that  it  was  not  likely  the 
enemy  would  have  come  fo  near,  had  they  not  deligned 
to  decoy  them ;  and  indeed,  fcarce  had  he  ftopt  them, 
when  the  enemy  turned  upon  them  and  endeavoured  to 
bring  them  to  an  engagement  by  skirmifhing;  but  when 
they  faw  there  was  no  good  to  be  done,  they  retired  to 
Mons,  and  in  a  moment  after,  we  faw  two  hundred 
horfe  follow  them  who  had  hid  themfelves  in  a  little 
hollow  way,  behind  a  wood  which  was  not  far  off;  and 
where  the  enemy  intended  to  have  furprffied  them.  M.  d’Hu- 
mieres  and  the  other  Officers  thanked  the  Duke  for  not 
having  fuffered  them  to  go  farther;  for  had  they  gone 
on,  tho’  ever  fo  lictle  a  way,  they  had  moft  of  them 
been  taken  prifoners,  becaufe  the  grand  guard  which 
was  on  the  other  fide  the  brook,  could  never  have 
come  time  enough  to  have  brought  them  off;  the  defile 
for  paffing  the  brook,  and  the  village  beyond  which  the 
fmall  guard  was  pofted  being  fo  long,  that  the  bulinels 
would  have  been  over  before  any  body  could  have  come 
to  their  relief. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  when  the  Army  fet  out  from 
Arras,  the  other  two  Marfhals  had  left  it.  M.  de  Turenne 
after  having  confumed  the  forrage  round  Binche,  thought 
fit  to  return  to  Quefnoy  before  the  rainy  weather  came 
on,  which  would  have  made  the  roads  very  difficult  for 
the  canon  to  pafs,  as  alfo  the  vaft  quantity  of  baggage 
which  followed  the  Army ;  he  marched  to  Maubeuge, 
the  country  between  Binche  and  that  place  being  more 
open  and  not  fo  ftreightened  with  defiles  as  the  road  to 
Bavay,  where  he  would  continually  have  had  at  his  heels 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  which  would  have  given  him  the 
more  uneafinefs  as  it  was  of  dangerous  confequence  to 
make  a  falfe  ftep  before  him;  and  it  was  to  be  feared 
left  the  Army  having  him  on  its  wings,  he  might  find 
fopie  opportunity  in  its  march  to  attack  it  to  advantage. 

M.  de 
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-An.  1654.  M.  de  Turenne  the  day  when  he  decamped  caufed  his 

* - -  baggage  to  march  at  day-break  with  fix  or  eight  fqua- 

drons,  and  M.  de  la  Ferte’s  dragoons,  which  marched  at 
the  head  or  on  the  wings,  as  neceffity  required.  Hardly 
had  they  begun  to  move,  when  he  followed  them  with 
his  vanguard  •  and  in  order  to  be  lefs  expofed  to  any  in- 
fult,  he  marched  with  more  order  and  precaution  than 
he  had  ever  before  done:  his  march  was  fo  difpofed 
that  he  could  at  any  time  in  an  inftant  put  himfelf  in 
order  of  battle  without  the  leaft  confufion. 

On  the  right  of  the  whole  marched  the  firft  line  of 
the  wing  which  had  the  van  that  day,  on  the  left  was 
half  of  the  firft  line  of  infantry,  on  the  left  of  which 
was  the  fecond  line  of  cavalry  of  the  wing  which  made 
the  van  •  on  the  left  alfo  marched  the  other  half  of  the 
firft  wing  of  infantry,  on  whofe  left  was  the  other  wing 
of  cavalry  and  the  fecond  line  of  infantry  ;  and  laftly  on 
the  left  of  the  whole,  was  the  body  of  referve  of  ca¬ 
valry  ;  fo  that  he  marched  in  front  four  battalions  and 

five  fquadrons,  each  file  or  column  being . bat- 

t allions  and . fquadrons. 

The  heavy  canon  was  in  the  vanguard,  and  fome  fmall 
pieces  in  the  rear.  When  we  came  to  any  defile,  the 
rear- guard  faced  about  with  its  field-pieces  while  the  van 
was  filing  off,  which  having  paffed,  faced  likewife  about, 
leaving  a  fpace  fufficient  for  the  others  which  were  to  fol¬ 
low,  to  draw  up  in  order  of  battle  as  faft  as  they  got 
out  of  the  defile ;  the  van  continued  in  this  order  till  all 
were  paffed,  and  then  the  whole  Army  moved  at  once  to 
proceed  in  their  march.  After  they  had  advanced  a  little 
more  than  a  league,  about  forty  fquadrons  of  the  enemy 
were  feen  approaching  on  the  right :  the  bulk  of  this 
cavalry  advanced  within  canon-fhot,  with  a  fmall  brook 
however  between  them  and  us :  they  contented  them- 
felves  with  fending  over  their  Croatians,  with  a  fqua- 
dron  or  two  to  fupport  them }  the  Croatians  drew  fo 
near,  that  feveral  foldiers  went  out  of  their  ranks,  and 
got  into  the  intervals  of  the  cavalry  to  skirmifh  ■  notwith- 
rtandingthis  they  kept  following  us,  till  the  army  arrived  at 
a  pafs  very  near  Maubeuge,  ftill  hoping  to  find  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  giving  us  fome  difturbance ;  but  M.  de  Tu¬ 
renne  took  fo  much  care,  and  regulated  his  march  with 
fo  much  precaution,  that  tho’  the  Prince  of  Conde  was 

in 
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'n  perfon  at  the  head  of  this  cavalry,  he  could  never  An.  1654. 
put  fo  much  as  a  fingle  fquadron  into  diforder :  he  preft  ■ 
a  little  upon  the  hindermoft  troops  at  this  paflage  near 
Maubeuge  ;  but  feeing  the  extreme  quicknefs  with  which 
they  turned  upon  him,  and  the  good  order  they  conti¬ 
nually  kept,  he  retired  and  let  them  alone,  defpairing  to 
reap  any  advantage  from  this  march;  he  did  not  pafs 
the  defile  for  fear  of  expofing  himfelf  indifcreetly , 
and  returned  to  his  camp.  It  was  night  before  we 
reached  Maubeuge;  and  tho’  the  camp  was  marked  out 
between  the  town  and  the  woods,  the  extreme  darknefs  of 
the  night  and  the  confufion  of  the  baggage  occalioned 
much  diforder  in  incamping,  and  the  more  for  that  the 
trad  of  ground  was  but  of  fmall  extent.  No  body 
could  view  the  quarters  which  were  defigned  him ;  and 
it  being  out  of  M.  de  Turenne’s  power  to  help  it,  he 
pofted  two  or  three  battalions  between  the  baggage,  on 
the  fide  where  the  enemy  might  come,  watched  all 
the  night  long  with  them  himfelf,  and  as  foon  as  ever 
it  was  light,  he  put  the  Army  again  into  its  former 
order ;  and  the  fame  day,  which  was  the  three  and  twen¬ 
tieth,  it  marched  to  Bavay.  A  whole  regiment  of  the 
enemy’s  Croatians  purfued  a  fmall  party  quite  to  the  van¬ 
guard,  and  fo  far  ingaged  it  felf,  that  they  ran  the  risk 
of  being  all  taken:  the  two  foremoft  fquadrons  made 
after  them  and  purfued  them  fo  warmly,  that  they  found 
no  way  to  efcape  but  by  ftriking  into  the  woods;  fe- 
veral  quitted  their  horfes  to  fave  themfelves;  notwith- 
fcanding  which  they  loft  more  men  and  horfes  on  this 
occafion  than  they  ever  did  before  or  after  on  any  other. 

The  Army  being  arrived  at  Bavay,  it  was  employed 
to  demolifh  the  walls  of  this  fmall  town,  which  the  in¬ 
habitants  had  abandoned  when  firft  it  incamped  there. 

Four  ancient  Roman  ways  center  at  this  place :  it  is  not 
above  three  or  four  leagues  from  Quefnoi,  and  might 
have  been  troublefome,  if  the  enemy  had  put  any  troops 
into  it  in  the  winter.  From  Bavay  the  Army  marched 
to  Baudignies  and  encamped  near  Quefnoi,  where  it 
refted  till  the  eight  and  twentieth,  when  it  marched  to 
Cateau-Cambrefis,  after  having  confumed  the  forrage 
about  Quefnoi.  While  they  remained  there,  the  works 
of  it  were  perfected,  and  the  magazines  filled  with  all 
things  nec  diary,  fo  that  the  enemy  would  have  found 
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An.  1654.  it  very  difficult  to  undertake  any  thing  there  when  we 

-  fhould  be  gone  into  winter  quarters. 

Whilft  the  Army  lay  encamped  at  Cateau-Cambrefis, 
a  guard  which  covered  the  forragers  had  like  to  have 
been  routed.  The  Count  de  Renel  'who  commanded  it 
was  taken  prifoner  at  the  firft  onfet,  as  he  was  putting 
in  order  of  battle  the  foremoft  fquadrons  which  the 
enemy  had  broke  ;  and  if  the  reft,  which  were  old 
troops,  namely  la  V alette,  Grammont  and  others,  had 
not  fuftained  the  charge  vigoroufly  and  with  great  in¬ 
trepidity,  they  had  all  been  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  for¬ 
ragers  in  great  danger :  but  tho’  they  faw  their  com¬ 
mander  taken,  and  their  foremoft  fquadrons  routed,  they 
marched  refolutely  to  the  enemy,  forced  them  to  retire 
without  attempting  any  thing  further,  and  brought  back 
the  forragers  to  the  camp  without  having  loft  a  man. 
The  party  which  had  attacked  them  was  come  out  of 
Cambrai,  the  forces  were  much  upon  an  equality  ;  and 
if  the  enemy  had  made  a  right  improvement  of  their 
firft  advantage,  they  might  have  defeated  the  whole  ef- 
corte,  and  have  made  as  many  of  the  forragers  pri 
foners  as  they  could  have  carried  off  This  incident 
obliged  M.  de  Turenne  to  ufe  more  precaution  after¬ 
wards  to  fecure  them }  for  the  following  two  or  three 
days  he  would  go  himfelf  and  cover  them  in  the  fame 
place  where  M.  de  Renel  had  been  taken:  he  took 
with  him  twenty  fquadrons,  two  battalions  and  four 
field-pieces,  in  hopes  that  the  enemy  would  come  thither 
again  with  the  fame  number  as  before.  He  was  not 
miftaken  in  his  conjecture.  A  fhcrt  time  after  he  had 
pofted  his  troops  for  the  fecurity  of  the  forragers,  fix 
fquadrons  were  perceived  iffuing  out  of  a  wood  hard  by, 
where  they  had  lain  in  ambufcade :  they  came  upon  a 
grand  gallop  as  if  they  had  intended  to  fall  upon  two  or 
three  fquadrons  of  gendarmes ,  who  were  pofted  in  a 
fmall  hollow  way,  between  the  woods  and  a  village  where 
feveral  forragers  were  making  up  and  loading  their  trufles. 
M.  de  Turenne  was  himfelf  in  this  village  with  a  great 
part  of  his  cavalry  and  a  battalion  of  infantry  ;  but  there 
being  a  fmall  pafiage  between  him  and  the  place  where 
the  gendarmes  under  M.  de  Schomberg  were  pofted, 
if  the  enemy  had  attacked  him  briskly  he  muft  have 
been  beaten  before  any  body  could  have  come  up  to 
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his  affiftance.  Confidering  therefore  the  danger  he  was  An.  1654 

in,  he  conceived  there  was  no  poflibility  of  getting  off - * 

otherwife  than  by  putting  on  a  bold  look ;  he  made  di- 
redtly  up  to  the  enemy,  who  feeing  him  march  wich  fo 
much  refolution,  and  not  being  able  to  difcover  what 
numbers  there  might  be  in  the  bottom  from  whence  he 
came,  thought  it  probable  there  were  troops  behind 
to  fupport  them,  and  fo  they  immediately  retired  again 
into  the  wood.  M.  de  Schomberg  was  very  glad  of  it, 
and  halted  on  a  fmall  eminence  without  attempting  to 
purfue  them,  not  being  firong  enough,  and  it  being  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  know  whether  the  enemy  had  not 
other  troops  in  the  wood.  More  troops  were  fent  to 
fh'engthen  him,  and  there  he  remained  till  the  forragers 
had  made  an  end,  and  every  body  began  to  return  back. 

Never  after  this  did  the  forragers  go  without  large  ef- 
cortes :  the  enemy  did  nothing  to  diiturb  them,  and  the 
care  which  was  taken  of  the  convoys  which  were  fent  to 
Quefnoi  hundred  the  Spaniards  from  entertaining  any 
thoughts  of  cutting  them  off!  The  Duke  of  York  had 
the  command  of  the  laft  which  was  conveyed  into  that 
place  while  the  Army  was  at  Cateau-Cambrefis ;  it  con¬ 
tinued  home  weeks  more  on  the  frontier  there,  where 
we  took  the  two  Cattles  of  Anvillers  and  Giron- 
delle  not  far  from  Rocroy :  we  demolithed  them  and 
retired  into  winter-quarters  the  feafon  being  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanced  that  there  was  no  danger  of  the  enemy’s  making 
any  attempt  upon  Quefnoi. 

This  campaign  began  with  the  fiege  of  Landrecies.  An.  1655. 

As  foon  as  the  French  invetled  this  place,  the  enemy . _ - 

potted  themfelves  between  it  and  Guife,  with  defign  to 
deprive  them  of  their  communication  with  their  own 
country  j  but  the  forecaft  of  M.  de  Turenne,  who  had 
timely  tilled  the  magazines  of  Quefnoi  with  all  things  ne- 
cetTary  for  a  liege,  put  it  out  of  the  Spaniards  power  to 
hurt  him  much.  The  convoys  went  to  and  fro  between 
Quefnoi  and  the  camp  without  trouble  or  danger,  and  all 
the  inconvenience  was  that  fome  Officers  and  Volunteers 
could  not  repair  to  the  Army.  The  Duke  of  York  who 
had  been  detained  by  bufinefs,  was  of  this  number :  fo 
no  particular  account  of  this  fiege  can  be  here  given, 
nor  any  very  exad  detail  of  this  whole  campaign,  he 
having  loft  a  paper  which  would  haye  been  a  great  help 

to 
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.  to  his  memory  in  divers  things  which  at  prefent  he  has 
,  forgot. 

He  ftaid  at  la  Fere  waiting  for  the  opportunity  of 
fome  convoy  which  might  favour  the  impatient  defire  he 
had  to  be  prefent  at  this  fiege ;  but  it  had  been  too 
dangerous  to  attempt  to  pats :  none  but  M.  de  la  Feu- 
illade  durft  venture,  and  he  was  defperately  wounded  and 
taken ,  his  bad  fuccefs  put  others  out  of  conceit  of  fol¬ 
lowing  his  example,  and  made  them  lay  afide  all  thoughts 
of  going  to  the  Army,  till  the  enemy  decampt,  which 
they  did  a  day  or  two  before  the  place  furrendered. 

This  liege  was  an  eafy  one  to  the  foldiers.  The  be- 
fiieged  contented  themfelves  with  making  a  defence  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ufual  form.  They  attempted  nothing  vi¬ 
gorous,  and  the  French  loft  fewer  men  than  could  well 
have  been  expected  in  a  fiege  of  that  importance.  The 
befieged  capitulated  as  loon  as  a  breach  had  been  made 
in  the  face  of  a  baftion  by  a  mine,  and  whether  or  no  a 
lodgment  was  made,  I  have  forgot ;  no  Officer  of  note 
was  killed  but  M.  de  Traci  Meftre  de  Camp,  who,  as 
the  eldeft,  commanded  the  German  cavalry. 

After  the  town  was  furrendered,  the  Army  ftaid  fome 
days  to  fill  up  the  trenches,  and  to  repair  the  breach  and 
the  out-works.  Mean  while  the  enemy  retired  to  their 
own  territories  between  Mons  and  Valenciennes  behind 
the  rivers,  and  not  thinking  themfelves  in  a  condition 
to  venture  a  battle,  they  only  propofed  to  themfelves  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  French,  and  hinder  them  from 
going  upon  any  other  fiege  of  confequence. 

When  the  Army  was  ready  to  decamp,  the  King  and 
Cardinal  came  to  it;  the  Army  wrent  down  along  the 
Sambre  to  la  Buffiere,  a  little  town  within  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  Liege,  a  league  from  Thuyn.  After  fpending 
fome  days  in  this  march,  and  refting  one  or  two  at  la 
Buffiere,  it  returned  the  fame  way  it  came,  and  palling 
by  Avennes  inverted  la  Capelle afterwards  this  not  being 
thought  a  place  of  importance  enough,  that  defign  was 
laid  afide  and  the  Army  parted  the  Sambre  and  ad¬ 
vanced  into  the  Province  of  Haynault  as  far  as  Bavay, 
where  it  arrived  the  eleventh  of  Auguft :  this  place 
is  between  Mons  and  Quefnoi.  It  was  intended  to 
advance  farther  into  the  country,  and  to  pafs  on  to 
Haifne  ■  but  upon  yiewing  the  paffages,  it  was  found 
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that  the  enemy  had  made  therein  large  intrenchments  Au.  1655. 
and  parapets,  and  at  proper  diftances  redoubts  and  plat-  .  ■ 

forms  three  or  four  hundred  paces  from  each  other, 
running  all  along  the  river  from  S.  Guiilain  as  far  as 
Conde.  The  enemy  have  a  Angular  advantage  for  mak¬ 
ing  fuch  intrenchments  in  Flanders ;  for  beiides  their 
troops  which  they  employ  therein,  they  likewife  clap  on 
their  peafants,  who  with  their  fpades  and  other  tools 
which  they  know  how  to  handle  in  throwing  up  their 
ditches,  will  difpatch  abundance  of  fuch  fort  of  work  in 
a  few  days  and  make  them  of  a  great  depth  and  of  a  vaft 
extent  ;  that  which  added  to  the  difficulty  of  forcing 
thefe,  was  the  difficulty  of  getting  near  the  river  itfelf, 
the  country  being  very  low  and  full  of  ditches  •  and 
unlefs  new  paffages  were  made,  there  was  no  other 
way  but  the  caufe-way  which  led  to  the  bridge  of 
Haifne.  However,  in  a  council  which  was  held  in  the 
King’s  prefence,  wherein  affifted  the  Cardinal,  M.  de 
Turenne,  the  Marfhals  de  la  Ferte,  Villeroy,  Gram- 
mont,  and  du  Pleffis,  and  to  which  likewife  the  Duke 
of  York  was  called,  it  was  juft  going  to  be  refolved  on 
to  force  a  paflage  at  the  bridge  of  Haifne  ^  the  Cardinal 
having  reprefented  how  glorious  it  would  be  to  execute 
it,  and  to  have  palled  the  river  before  the  face  of  a 
formidable  Army  :  but  M.  de  Turenne’s  opinion,  who 
was  againft  this  undertaking,  prevailed,  either  through 
the  perfonal  refpedt  they  bore  him,  or  thro’  the  force 
of  his  arguments :  he  ffiewed  the  difficulties  of  it  in  fuch 
a  light  as  made  it  appear  the  enemy  had  a  double  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  adding,  that  indeed  they  might  be  forced,  but 
it  would  coft  too  dear ;  that  the  faving  the  men  was 
not  the  only  conlideration  which  obliged  him  to  be 
againft  this  enterprise ;  that  he  believed ,  without 
hazarding  fo  many  foldiers  lives,  it  might  be  executed 
by  palling  the  Scheld  a  little  below  Bouchain;  that  Va¬ 
lenciennes  might  be  left  on  the  right ;  that  they  might 
march  to  Conde  and  there  pals  the  Scheld  a  fecond 
timej  that  thus  they  might  take  the  enemy  in  flank, 
and  the  large  intrenchments  of  the  Spaniards  would  be¬ 
come  ufelefs  to  them.  Thefe  reafons,  to  which  he  added 
a  great  many  more,  brought  over  the  Cardinal  and  all 
the  reft  of  the  council  to  his  opinion :  immediately  we 
marched  from  Bavay  to  Bouchain,  and  the  enemy  hav- 
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An.  1655.  ing  intelligence  of  it,  they  marched  at  the  fame  time  to- 
— -  wards  Valenciennes. 

The  thirteenth  about  noon  the  Army  arrived  at  Neu- 
ville  on  the  Scheld :  the  fame  day  the  enemy  croft 
the  river  at  Valenciennes,  and  polled  themfelves  very 
advantageoully,  having  their  right  covered  with  the  woods 
of  S.  Amand,  and  the  town  on  their  left :  they  had  be¬ 
fore  them  an  old  line  on  mount  Azin  which  reach’d 
from  the  town  to  the  woods ;  and  inftead  of  dilputing 
the  paffage  of  the  river,  they  fell  to  work  in  repairing 
this  line,  which  the  next  day  was  in  a  good  condition  of 
defence.  Mean  while  the  French  Army  paft  the  river 
over  a  bridge  of  boats,  and  the  fourteenth  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  marched  towards  the  enemy,  having  left  feme  troops 
with  the  baggage  to  fecure  it  again!!  parties  from  the 
garrifon  of  Bouchain  ;  but  all  this  was  but  loft  labour. 

The  Duke  of  York  has  been  fince  informed  by  fome 
Officers  who  were  then  in  the  Spahifh  Army,  that  they 
propofed  to  defend  this  poll ;  that  the  Prince  of  Conde 
was  againft  marching  thither  at  all,  unlefs  they  deligned  to 
maintain  the  poll,  when  they  were  at  it ;  that  he  flatly  told 
the  Spaniards  he  would  not  move  a  ftep,  if  they  would 
not  let  him  defend  it-  that  they  gave  him  all  the  aflu- 
ranees  he  could  wifli  that  he  fhould  do  fo  j  that  he 
foretold  them  the  French  would  infallibly  march  to  them, 
when  they  were  in  that. poll;  and  that  then  it  would  be 
roo  late  to  think  of  retreating,  fince  that  would  expofe 
the  Army  to  an  entire  overthrow ;  the  Spaniards  Hill  in¬ 
filled  upon  it  and  promifed  to  defend  the  poll.  Indeed 
we  found  them  in  it,  and  our  parties  brought  an  account 
of  the-  manner  of  their  encampment:  we  marched  towards 
them  as  loon  as  the  army  was  put  in  order  of  battle, 
and  being  got  within  a  league  of  their  intr'enchments,  we 
halted  for  the  cannon  and  ammunition  to  come  up. 

Mean  while  M.  de  Turenne  marched  with  a  fquadron 
or  two  to  take  a  view  of  their  lines,  and  approached 
them  within  canon-fhot.  The  enemy  fired  their  heaviell 
pieces  at  him,  which  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  he 
had  that  they  meant  to  defend  this  poll.  He  ordered 
M.  de  Caftelnau  to  march  with  his  flying-camp  made 
up  of  about  twelve  fquadrons  and  two  or  three  battalions, 
and  poll  himfelf  on  the  right  of  the  enemy  in  the  high 
road  to  S.  Amand,  in  order  to  attack  them  in  flank 

when 
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when  he  fliould  attack  them  in  front.  Scarce  Was  M.  An!  1655. 

de  Caftelnau  got  to  the  place  appointed,  but  he  per-  - . 

ceived  the  enemy  were  retiring  towards  Conde  ;  and 
upon  his  fending  advice  of  it  to  M.  de  Turenne,  he  had 
orders  to  fall  on  their  rear  and  retard  their  march,  if  it 
Was  poflible,  to  the  end  that  he  might  have  time  to  come 
himfelf  with  the  body  of  the  Army.  It  was  not  known 
the  enemy  were  retiring  but  by  the  intelligence  which  M. 
de  Caftelnau  gave  of  it,  becaufe  the  ground  which  was 
between  the  two  Armies  being  an  eminence  on  which 
they  had  raifed  their  lines  there  was  no  feeing  any  more 
troops  than  they  were  minded  to  fhew. 

.It  idfriot  unlikely  that  as  foon  as  the  Archduke  and 
the  Count  de  Fuenfaldagne  knew  that  the  French  had 
palled  the  river  and  were  marching  towards .  them,  they 
repented  o?  their  having  engaged  fo  far.  However  that 
were,  they  reiblved  to  return  to  Conde  and  crols  the 
river  there :  they  took  this  refolution  without  confulting 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  the  firft  notice  he  had  ot 
it,  was  by  an  Adjutant  who  came  and  told  him  the  Arch¬ 
duke  was  retiring,  and  defired  he  would  take  care  of  the 
rear- guard  and  cover  the  retreat,  tho’  it  was  the  Spaniards 
turn  to  do  it  and,  that  they  might  be  the  left  incum¬ 
bered,  they  conveyed  their  heavy  canon  into  Valencien¬ 
nes,  and  took  with  them  Only  fome  fmall  field-pieces. 

If  M.  de  Caftelnau  had  done  his  duty,  as  he  might 
have  done,  by  following  his  orders,  the  Prince  of  Conde 
would  have  been  reduced,  to  great  extremities :  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  it  was  not  for  want  of  courage  but  condudt.  He 
marched  fo  haiiily,  that  being  arrived  at  the  bridge  of 
Beverage,  where  a  brook  which  comes  from  the  woods 
falls  into  the  Scheld  on  the  other  fide  of  Valenciennes, 
and  where  M.  de  Marlin  was  polled  with  fome  lquadrons 
of  horfe  and  dragoons,  he  did  not  wait  for  his  infantry,  but 
endeavoured  with  his  cavalry  alone  to  force  the  paflage. 

He  attacked  the  bridge  twice  or  thrice,  and  having  been 
repulfed  with  fome  lofs,  he  found  himfelf  conftrained 
to  wait  for  his  infantry.  When  the  enemy  faw  his 
infantry  approaching,  they  retired  and  left  him  mafia' 
ol  the  bridge,  and  he  palled  over  it.  M.  de  Turenne  at 
the  fame  time  with  his  van-guard  came  up  to  M.  de 
Caftelnau 's  rear,  and  fent  feveral  repeated  orders  to  him 
to  prets  towards  the  £nemy  and  hinder  their  march  as 
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much  as  poffible  in  order  to  get  up  with  them  :  but  M. 
de  Caftelnau  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  amufed  by  fome  of 
the  Prince  of  Cond?’s  Officers,  who  being  in  the  rear 
of  their  troops  and  feeing  him  advance  at  the  head  of 
his,  defired  to  fpeak  with  him  upon  honour :  to  which 
having  confented,  becaufe  they  were  his  old  acquaintance, 
he  ordered  his  troops  to  halt  a  little,  and  while  they 
were  complimenting  one  another,  the  Prince  of  Conde 
haftened  his  troops  forwards,  and  Caftelnau  was  duped ; 
a  fellow  who  was  left  behind  on  the  top  of  a  fmall  hill 
having  given  the  Officers  the  fignal,  they  took  leave  of 
the  Lieutenant-General  and  galloped  after  their  troops. 
This  unfeafonable  piece  of  civility  gave  the  enemy  time 
to  crofs  the  Scheld  before  we  could  come  up  with  them. 
M.  de  Turenne  arrived  fome  time  after  at  the  place 
where  M.  de  Caftelnau  had  ranged  his  troops  within 
canon-ffiot  of  the  river,  beyond  which  he  faw  the  ene¬ 
my’s  Army  in  order  of  battle  near  Conde.  M.  de  Caf¬ 
telnau  gave  him  an  account  of  what  had  paffed,  and 
added  that  the  enemy’s  laft  lquadron  had  been  obliged  to 
fwim  over  the  river  to  make  their  efcape  :  this  miftake 
occaftoned  fome  ill  blood  between  the  Prince  and  M. 
de  Turenne  thro’  an  accident  which  fell  out  fome  days 
after. 

The  enemy  broke  down  the  bridges  after  they  had  palled 
the  river,  and  marched,  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance,  the 
fame  day  in  the  afternoon  towards  Tournai.  The  French 
army  incamped  that  night  at  Frane  near  Conde,  and  the 
next  day  men  were  fet  to  work  to  make  bridges  a  league 
below  this  town,  in  order  to  attack  it,  as  foon  as  they 
were  finifhed.  It  was  at  firft  refolved  that  the  troops 
commanded  by  Meffieurs  de  Caftelnau  and  Uxelles  fhould 
be  Iblely  employed  in  this  fiege,  whilft  the  two  Mar- 
fhals  with  the  reft  of  the  Army  covered  it  and  made 
head  againft  the  enemy. 

They  began  according  to  this  fcheme  to  make  the  ap¬ 
proaches  ;  but  the  firft  night  met  with  fuch  refiftance, 
the  great  number  of  men  in  the  place  making  up  for  its 
weaknefs,  that  the  two  Marfhals  being  advertifed  that 
there  was  too  much  work  for  fo  few  troops,  came  them- 
felves  to  pufh  on  one  of  the  attacks,  leaving  the  other 
to  the  care  of  Meffieurs  Caftelnau  and  Uxelles. 


The 
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The  befieged  had  burnt  the  houfes  of  a  fmall  fuburb  An.  1655.' 
Which  was  before  the  gate  :  but  not  having  had  —  “* 

time  to  level  the  walls  of  it,  they  ferved  for  a  very  fa¬ 
vourable  fhelter  for  opening  trenches  a  little  more  than 
half  a  musket  (hot  from  the  place.  A  battalion  of  guards 
mounted  them  the  firft  night ;  it  was  commanded  by 
Vautourneux,  the  oldeft  Captain  of  the  ten  companies: 
and  at  the  Lieutenant-General’s  attack  mounted  the  re¬ 
giment  of . 

The  next  night  a  Swifs  battalion  mounted  the  trenches 
at  one  attack  and  the  regiment  of  ;  ....  at  the  other. 

The  works  were  carried  on  on  both  (ides  to  within 
piftol  fhot  of  the  town,  and  we  loft  at  leaft  as  many 
men  that  night  as  the  foregoing.  The  following  night, 
another  battalion  of  guards  relieved  the  fwifs  at  the  Mar- 
fhal’s  attack,  and  at  that  of  the  Lieutenant-General’s  the 
regiment  of  ....  a  fault  was  committed  at  the  former 
which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  a  great  many  men.  It  was 
M.  de  la  Ferre’s  day,  and  going  in  the  evening  to  the 
trenches  to  fee  how  things  went  on,  he  imagined  they 
were  near  enough  to  make  a  lodgment  at  the  foot  of  the 
palifades,  which  he  judged,  as  well  as  all  the  other  Officers, 
to  be  on  this  fide  the  ditch,  on  the  edge  of  it.  He  or¬ 
dered  them  to  make  a  lodgment  there  ;  they  fet  about 
it  as  foon  as  it  was  night ;  but  they  arrived  at  the 
ditch  without  finding  any  palifades  there,  and  difcovered 
that  they  were  on  the  berme:  the  men  however  pafled 
the  ditch,  which  was  neither  deep  nor  broad :  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  lodge  themfelves  on  the  berme  at  the  foot 
of  the  palifades :  here  they  met  with  a  great  refiftance ; 
and  after  having  loft  abundance  of  Officers  and  foldiers, 
they  were  fain  to  retire  and  content  themfelves  with 
making  a  lodgment  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch.  We 
ought  not  to  wonder  at  this  miftake,  the  ditch  being 
narrow  and  the  palifades  being  ufually  fixed  along  the 
banquette  of  the  covered  way,  they  were  fuppofed  to  be 
there;  and  it  had  been  a  very  difficult  matter  with  the 
beft  eyes  in  the  world,  to  judge  at  a  certain  diftance  the 
precife  place  where  the  palifades  were  planted.  The 
Count  de  Henning,  Governor  of  the  place,  demanded 
next  day  to  capitulate,  it  was  agreed  he  fhould  march  out 
the  day  after  v*ith  arms  and  baggage.  So  he  evacuated 
the  place  the  nineteenth  with  about  two  thoufand  foot 
and  fome  horfe.  H  h  2,  During 
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An.  1655.  During  this  Siege  M.  de  Buffi-Rabutin,  Colonel  of 

■  ■  ■■  - — -horfe,  was  fent  to  efcorte  the  forragers  with  feven  or 
eight  fquadrons:  he  polled  them  on  the  other  fide  the 
Scheld  before  the  villages  where  they  were  foraging.  To¬ 
wards  night,  when  they  had  almoft  done,  and  moft  of 
the  forragers  were  returned  to  the  camp  with  their  trulfes. 
Buffi  efpying  two  fquadrons  of  the  enemy,  had  a  great 
mind  to  charge  them,  to  which  he  was  likewife  excited 
by  feveral  volunteers  and  perfons  of  quality  who  were 
with  him,  among  whom  were  the  Prince  de  Marfillac 
and  the  Count  de  Guiche  :  he  marched  towards  them 
with  all  his  fquadrons ;  the  enemy  retired  in  great  hurry  ; 
and  when  he  had  almoft  overtaken  them,  they  turned 
fuddenly  about,  and  at  the  fame  time  were  feen  coming 
out  of  a  bottom,  where  they  had  lain  in  ambufcade, 
twelve  or  fourteen  fquadrons  of  the  enemy.  Buffi,  as 
well  as  the  reft,  was  fo  furprifed  that  they  had  no  other 
courfe  to  take  but  to  cry,  to  the  defile :  there  was  no  help 
for  it :  all  the  fquadrons  of  themfeives  fell  into  the  fame 
W7ay  of  thinking  and  cried  out  to  one  another,  to  the  de¬ 
file  :  they  quitted  their  ranks,  ran  fall  fpeed  and  rallied  at 
the  defile :  the  enemy  contented  themfeives  with  what 
they  could  take  in  the  purfuit,  and  did  not  prels  upon 
them  very  far.  This  was  the  belt  cavalry  in  the  French 
Army,  confifting  of  old  Officers  and  veteran  troopers  • 
and  had  they  taken  any  other  courfe,  the  lofs  would  have 
been  much  more  coniiderable  :  no  more  than  a  hundred 
troopers,  or  thereabouts,  were  loft  and  a  ftandard  or  two 
of  the  royal  regiment,  which  having  been  taken  by  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  troops,  he  fent  them  back  to  the 
King  by  one  of  his  trumpets  •  but  his  Majefty  would 
not  receive  them,  and  the  troops  which  had  loft  them 
marched  without  any  ftandard  the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

Much  about  this  time  it  was  that  a  letter  which  M. 
de  Turenne  had  wrote  to  the  Cardinal  was  intercepted, 
wherein  he  gave  an  account  of  what  had  palled  in  the 
Spaniards  retreat  near  Valenciennes.  The  Prince  of 
Conde  into  whofe  hands  it  fell,  having  read  it,  wrote  a 
letter  to  M.  de  Turenne,  full  of  hanfh  language  and 
fent  it  to  him  by  a  trumpet.  He  mentioned  among 
other  things  that  if  he  had  not  known  his  hand  writing, 
he  fhould  have  thought  the  relation  which  he  had  fent 
to  the  Cardinal  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  a  Gazetteer 

inftead 
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inftead  of  a  General;  and  concluded  with  this  reproach,  An.  1655* 
that  if  M.  de  Turenne  had  been  at  the  head  of  his  Ar-— — — 
my,  while  lie  himfelf  was  in  the  rear  of  his,  he  would 
have  feen  quite  the  reverfe  of  what  he  had  written,  fince 
not  one  of  his  troopers  had  been  forced  to  fwim  the 
river  to  make  his  efcape. 

M.  de  Turenne  was  piqued  at  reading  this  letter,  and 
told  the  trumpet  he  fhould  not  have  taken  upon  him  to 
deliver  fuch  papers  as  that ;  and  warned  him  that  if  ever 
he  committed  the  like  fault  again,  it  was  not  his  livery 
nor  his  character  fhould  exempt  him  from  the  punifhment 
he  deferved ;  that  he  would  let  him  depart  this  time,  tho’ 
he  deferv’d  to  be  made  an  example  of  for  prefuming  to 
bring  fo  abufive  a  fcroll.  It  is  thought  that  it  was  not 
long  before  the  Prince  knew  that  M.  de  Turenne  had 
written  no  more  than  what  he  had  been  told  by  M.  deCa- 
ftelnau ;  however,  from  this  time  there  ceas’d  to  be  be-* 
tween  them  that  complaifance  which  is  always  ob- 
ferved  between  perfons  of  fuch  quality,  who  command 
againft  each  other:  they  no  longer  lived  with  that  mut 
tual  civility ,  as  they  had  done  before ;  and  till  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace  they  were  never  lincerely  re¬ 
conciled. 

After  the  taking  of  Comic,  where  a  fufficient  garrifon 
was  left,  the  Army  march’d  the  twentieth  to  S.  Guifiain, 
and  laid  fiege  to  it.  M.  de  Turenne  took  up  his  quar¬ 
ters  in  the  village  of  Horn,  and  M.  de  la  Ferte  his  on 
the  other  fide  the  river.  The  King  and  Cardinal  came 
to  this  fiege,  and  lodged  in  the  caltle  of  Boffut,  a  little 
below  the  town  on  the  fame  river.  This  place  is  na¬ 
turally  ftrong,  being  in  a  very  low  country,  and  the  ri¬ 
ver  of  Haifne  pafies  through  it,  fo  that  it  can  lay  moft 
part  of  its  neighbourhood  under  water,  as  the  enemy 
now  did,  which  very  much  incommoded  the  trenches. 

It  was  likewife  very  difficult  to  make  the  lines  of  cir- 
cumvallation ,  becaufe  there  was  no  laying  the  bridges 
of  communication  without  a  world  of  trouble;  the  tren¬ 
ches  were  filled  with  water,  when  we  approach’d  the 
place;  the  water  being  as  high  as  the  ground,  there  was 
no  poffibility  either  to  dig  it  or  make  ufe  of  it  by  way 
of  cover,  fo  that  the  approaches  were,  properly  fpeaking, 
nothing  but  blindes  of  fafeines :  however,  in  fpite  of  all 

Id  h  3  thefe 
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An.  1655  thefe  obftacles  the  place  was  carried  in  three  days  after 
n" '  opening  the  trenches. 

When  the  Generals  arrived  at  their  quarters  at  Horn, 
it  was  fo  dark  a  night  that  they  knew  not  till  morning 
that  they  were  no  farther  off  the  town  than  a  fmall 
canon-fhot,  which  awakened  them  very  eafily ;  and  the 
houfes  which  had  been  marked  out  for  them  being  but 
flightly  built,  they  were  foon  diflodged,  particularly  M. 
du  Paffage,  who  was  obliged,  as  like  wife  were  many  o- 
thers,  to  go  in  fearch  of  fome  that  were  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  canon.  The  Duke  of  York  was  the  only  perfon 
that  ventur’d  to  remain  in  his  houfe,  which  being  almoft 
within  musket- fhot  of  the  place,  they  fired  mo  canon  at 
it,  fuppofing  no  body  Would  lodge  there,  and  he  continued 
very  fafe  in  it  all  the  time  of  the  fiege. 

The  French  guards,  as  the  eldeft  regiment  in  the  Ar¬ 
my,  mounted  the  trenches  firft,  according  to  cuftom. 
There  happened  in  this  fiege  a  difpute  between  M.  de 
Montpezat,  the  oldeft  Lieutenant-General,  and  the  Matter 
of  the  Ordnance  j  on  the  former’s  fending  his  orders  to 
the  other  to  deliver  fome  utenfils  which  he  wanted  for 
carrying  on  the  trenches,  the  firft  night  that  they  were 
opened,  the  Matter  of  theOrdnance  refufed  to  obey,  inlifting 
that  he  was  only  to  receive  orders  from  the  General  himfelf. 
M.  de  Montpezat  complaining  of  this  the  next  day,  the 
conteft  was  decided  in  favour  of  the  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral-  as  long  as  the  other  continued  in  the  Army  he 
ceafed  to  a£tas  Matter  of  the  Ordnance,  but  had  a  brevet 
of  Lieutenant-General  given  him,  and  he  ferved  in  that 
quality  only. 

There  were  but  few  foldiers  loft  in  this  fiege :  I  do 
not  remember  any  confiderable  officer  was  killed.  The 
Chevalier  de  Crequi  and  M.  de  Varenne  were  wounded, 
and  fome  others,  as  M.  de  Chavigny  Aid-Major  of  the  re¬ 
giment  of  guards,  who  afterwards  became  a  prieft  of  the 
oratory  ;  the  Chevalier  de  Crequi’s  wound,  which  was 
in  his  head,  tho’  very  dangerous,  yet  was  not  mortal, 
and  he  recovered  of  it:  Varenne  received  his  in  his 
thigh  at  M.  de  Turenne’s  attack,  as  he  was  in  difcourfe 
with  the  Duke  of  York.  The  approaches  were  in  three 
nights  time  pufti’d  on  to  the  edge  of  the  ditch,  and 
the  next  day,  which  was  the  five  and  twentieth,  the  Go¬ 
vernor 
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vernor  of  the  place  Don  Pedro  Savali  defired  to  capi-  An.  1655. 

tulate.  - - 

While  the  Army  of  France  was  employed  in  this  fiege, 
the  Spaniards  divided  theirs.  The  Arch-duke  and  the 
Count  de  Fuenfaldagne ,  with  moil:  of  the  Spaniih  in¬ 
fantry,  and  fome  cavalry  ported  themfelves  at  Notre 
Dame  de  Halle  ;  the  Prince  of  Conde  with  moft  of  his 
troops  at  Tournai,  the  Lorrainers  at  Ach,  and  the  Prince 
de  Ligne  with  four  or  five  thoufand  men  at  Mons.  The 
feafon  was  fo  far  advanced,  it  was  not  thought  proper 
to  go  upon  any  thing  farther :  we  remained  fome  days 
in  the  fame  quarters  we  had  taken  up  at  the  fiege  of 
S.  Guiflain.  The  Court  departed  a  few  days  after 
that  place  was  furrendered.  While  the  Army  continued 
here,  diligence  was  ufed  to  fortify  this  place  and  Conde 
at  the  fame  time;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  befieging  thefe  two  places  in  the  winter,  we  con- 
fumed  all  the  forrage,  and  eat  up  the  country  round  a- 
bout:  we  fent  out  no  detachment  to  cover  the  forra- 
gers  lefs  than  tw'O  thoufand  horfe,  and  always  with  a 
Lieutenant-General:  M.  de  Turenne  went  with  them 
himfelf  fometimes ;  tho’  the  enemy  were  conftantly  up¬ 
on  the  watch,  they  never  carried  off  above  a  man  or 
two,  and  thole  commonly  marauders.  To  check  the 
Croatians  who  were  moft  troublefome,  M.  de  Turenne 
ordered  three  or  four  of  the  beft  mounted  officers  ffiould 
be  detached  from  each  fquadron  to  accompany  the  for- 
ragers,  to  the  end,  that  as  foon  as  they  efpied  them  they 
might  join  themfelves  twenty  or  thirty  together,  which 
would  be  fufficient  to  difperfe  thefe  fcouts.  The  forra- 
gers  by  this  means  found  themfelves  not  fo  much  ex- 
pofed  as  before,  and  we  carried  off  a  good  many 
Croatians. 

The  laft  forrage  that  was  made  was  the  greateft  of 
all,  and  the  moft  dangerous:  we  were  forced  to  go  as 
far  as  Chievres  and  the  Abbey  of  Cambron :  the  firft  place 
was  not  above  a  good  league  from  Ath.  The  Duke  of 
York  commanded  the  troops  which  efcorted  it:  as  he  was 
obliged  to  march  thro’ the  midftof  the  enemy’s  quarters, 
and  very  far  from  the  camp,  he  had  artigned  him  forty 
fquadrons,  five  battalions  and  two  pieces  of  canon :  the 
Duke  ufed  all  portable  precaution.  He  fent  out  before 
day  a  party  of  horfe  to  a  large  wood  thro’  which  he 

H  h  4  was 
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An.  1655.  Was  unavoidably  to  pafs,  with  orders  to  ftop  the  for- 
ragers  there,  and  hinder  them  from  advancing  farther, 
till  he  came  up  with  the  troops  which  he  commanded : 
this  was  executed,  he  pafled  acrofs  the  wood,  and  drew 
them  up  in  battalia  in  the  plain  before  the  forragers  were 


in  the  wood;  here  he  left  a  battalion  to  hinder 


any 


party  from  the  garrifon  of  Mons  from  furprifing  them 
when  they  fhouid  be  loaded.  He  forbid  the  forragers 
to  ftraggle  or  march  fafter  than  the  efcorte,  and  or¬ 
dered  them  to  follow  in  the  fame  front,  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  fquadrons:  we  march’d  in  this  order 
till  we  got  within  a  league  of  Chievres.  There  might 
be  about  ten  thoufand  forragers,  moft  of  them  with 
their  fcythes  in  their  hands,  their  Officers  at  their  head, 
forming  a  front  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  league :  but 
when  they  came  in  fight  of  a  country  which  had  not 
been  forraged,  it  was  impoffible  to  hinder  them  from 
breaking  their  ranks,  and  forraging  in  all  the  hurry  i- 
maginable;  which  the  Duke  obferving,  he  left  in  the 
plain  where  he  then  was  near  a  village,  the  reft  of  his 
infantry,  and  fome  fquadrons  with  the  two  pieces  of 
canon,  and  with  moft  of  his  cavalry  as  faft  as  they  could 
trot  he  rode  after  the  forragers,  and  while  they  were  at 
Work  he  pofted  himfelf  before  them,  between  Chievres 
and  Brugelet  to  cover  them  on  the  fide  of  Ath,  and 
fent  the  Count  de  Grandpre  with  the  cavalry  on  the 
other  fide,  with  orders  to  poft  himfelf  at  the  village  of 
Leufe  to  fecure  them  from  the  parties  which  might 
come  from  Mons. 

It  will  not  be  amifs  here  to  mention  the  great  re¬ 
gularity  and  juftice  which  is  obferved  among  the  forra¬ 
gers.  He  that  comes  firft  into  a  field  or  a  meadow  has 
an  undifputed  right  to  it,  and  no  other  is  to  come  fo 
near  him  as  not  to  leave  a  fufficient  fpace  for  him  to 
make  up  his  trufs,  and  load  his  horfe  ;  and  whoever 
comes  firft  to  a  barn,  or  to  a  hay-cock,  he  is  not  to  be 
interrupted,  nor  may  any  other  take  the  leaft  part  of 
it,  till  he  has  done,  fo  the  firft  comer  is  firft  ferv’d. 
There  happen’d  an  alarm  about  noon,  occafion’d  by  M. 
de  Rochepair,  who  was  returning  to  the  camp  with  a 
party  of  a  thoufand  horfe  without  having  done  any  thing; 
we  thought  at  firft  they  had  been  enemies:  the  Duke 
of  York  defir’d  him  to  ftay  with  him,  thinking  he  might 
nave  occafion  for  him. 


Duke  of  YORK.  473 

All  the  forragers  having  loaded  their  horfes,  we  return-  An.  1655. 

ed  to  the  camp  without  any  other  lofs  than  of  about  - - * 

half  a  fcore,  who  having  paft  the  brook  of  Cambron 
contrary  to  an  exprcfs  prohibition,  were  carried  off  by 
a  fmall  party  of  the  enemy.  The  Duke  of  York  was 
afterwards  informed  by  the  Prince  de  Lignc,  and  fome 
other  officers  of  the  Spanifh  Army,  that  they  had  re- 
folved  to  fall  that  day  on  the  forragers  of  the  Army  of 
France,  and  had  for  that  purpofe  appointed  a  rendezvous 
for  the  cavalry  which  was  at  Tournay,  Mons  and  Ath: 
but  that  we  made  fo  much  noife  in  going  out  of  the 
camp  with  the  forragers,  that  fome  of  the  Prince  de  Lig- 
ne’s  parties  brought  him  word  that  our  Army  was  up¬ 
on  the  march,  that  he  fent  advice  of  it  to  the  troops 
which  were  afiembled  at  the  rendezvous,  and  that  they 
returned  into  their  quarters,  fearing  they  lfiould  be  met 
with  by  the  vanguard:  this  miftake,  in  all  probability, 
fav’d  the  efcortc  from  a  very  great  risk;  they  would 
have  been  hard  put  to  it  to  have  got  off  if  that  whole 
body  of  cavalry  had  attacked  them. 

A  few  days  after ,  the  whole  adjoining  country  be¬ 
ing  ravaged,  the  Army  pafled  the  river,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  at  Outrage  the  fourteenth  of  September.  The  nine¬ 
teenth  it  march’d  to  Leufe,  where  it  ftaid  as  long  as  was 
requifite  for  confuming  the  forrage  thereabouts,  and  in 
the  mean  while  we  took  the  caftle  of  BrifFeil,  the  gar- 
rifon  whereof  would  not  furrender  till  they  faw  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  canon  raifed.  It  was  afterwards  thought  proper 
to  go  out  of  the  enemy’s  country,  and  we  march’d  the 
fix  and  twentieth  to  Pommereuil  hard  by  the  bridge  of 
Haifne  Next  day,  having  croft  the  river,  we  encamp¬ 
ed  atAnirt  on  the  Haifneau,  about  a  league  from  Keuvrain, 
which  is  on  the  fame  brook.  This  quarter  and  the 
parts  adjacent  had  been  fo  ravaged,  that  the  very  firft 
night  we  were  forced  to  go  a  foraging  two  leagues  on¬ 
ly  for  draw  :  it  feem’d  as  if  we  could  hardly  fubliit  there 
three  days,  neverthelefs  we  ftaid  a  fortnight  without  be¬ 
ing  in  want  of  any  thing.  This  was  owing  to  M.  de 
Turenne’s  forecaft,  who  being  at  Leufe,  had  order’d  a 
provifion  to  be  made  there  of  as  much  grain  as  not 
only  loaded  the  waggons  of  the  Army,  but  every  trooper 
had  a  fackfull  befides  which  he  carried  behind  him  on 
horfeback;  this  it  was  which  fo  long  fubfifted  the  Army 

in 
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An.  1 65 5. in  a  bare  country  where  we  did  not  forrage  above  three 
»  .  , ,  times :  the  Duke  of  York  again  commanded  the  laft, 

and  was  obliged  to  go  as  far  as  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bouchain,  before  he  could  meet  with  any  thing-  and 
moil  of  the  forragers  brought  nothing  but  ftraw. 

Having  finifhed  the  fortifications  which  were  added, 
to  Conde  and  S.  Guiflain,  and  filled  their  magazines  with 
all  kinds  of  provifions,  the  Army  march’d  the  twelfth  of 
O&ober  to  Barlaimont,  and  the  twenty  fecond  to  the 
Abbey  of  Marolles ;  we  thought  to  abide  there  fome  time, 
but  upon  advice  that  fome  of  the  enemy’s  troops  were 
coming  that  way,  it  was  judg’d  beft  to  march  to  Van- 
degies-au-bois,  where  M.  de  Turenne  received  orders  to 
march  to  la  Fere,  upon  the  Court’s  having  difcover'd 
that  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  was  in  treaty  with  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  to  deliver  up  to  him  Ham  and  Pe- 
ronne,  of  which  he  was  Governor-  and  coming  to 
Mouy  the  fourth  of  November,  M.  de  Turenne  receiv¬ 
ed  orders  from  the  Cardinal  to  leave  the  Army,  and 
come  to  the  Court  at  Compiegne,  to  confult  what  courfe 
to  take,  in  cafe  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  did  not  ac¬ 
cept  the  offers  which  the  King  had  made  him,  but 
fhould  introduce  the  enemy  into  thofe  two  important 
places. 

M.  de  Turenne  departed,  and  left  the  command  of 
the  Army  to  the  Duke  of  York:  he  was  the  only  Lieu- 
tenat-General  who  ftaid  in  it,  all  the  reft  having  leave 
to  quit  it,  there  being  no  likelihood  of  any  farther  ac¬ 
tion.  Thus  the  Duke  had  the  command  of  the  Army 
at  the  very  time  that  the  peace  between  France  and 
Cromwell  was  concluded  and  publifh’d,  and  that  by  one 
of  the  articles  thereof,  he,  by  name,  was  to  be  banifh’d 
the  Kingdom.  The  Army  ftaid  fome  days  at  Mouy: 
the  Duke  received  orders  the  tenth  to  lead  it  to  Monde- 
cour,  between  Noyon  and  Chauni.  M.  de  Turenne,  af¬ 
ter  that,  by  an  accommodation  made  with  Marfhal 
d’Hocquincourt,  the  Court  was  freed  from  its  unealinefs  on 
that  fide,  return’d  to  the  Army  the  fourteenth  and  gave 
the  Duke  of  York  leave  to  quit  it. 

The  Cardinal  received  him  at  Compiegne  perfectly 
well;  he  excufed  himfelf  for  making  a  peace  with  Crorrr- 
well  by  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  it  for  the  good  of  the 
State  and  fecurity  of  the  Crown ;  he  told  him  that  he 

'  had 
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had  not  concluded  a  league  with  Cromwell  but  purely  An.  165  j. 

to  hinder  the  effedt  of  that  which  the  Spaniards  had  pro- - — . 

pofed,  by  which  they  offered  to  aftift  him  to  take  Ca¬ 
lais,  in  order  to  leave  it  in  his  hands  ;  that  it  was  ex¬ 
pedient  to  ward  off  the  confequences  of  fo  dangerous  a 
treaty,  by  making  up  matters  with  him;  but  that  not- 
withftanding  the  claufes  which  had  been  inferted  againft 
the  Duke  in  the  peace  which  had  been  concluded,  he 
fhould  always  find  the  King  in  the  fame  fentiments  of 
efteem  and  friendfhip  for  him.  He  owes  this  juftice  to 
the  memory  of  the  Cardinal,  to  confefs  that  he  would  have 
been  a  very  injudiciousMinifter,  if  he  had  not,  in  fo  delicate 
a  conjuncture,  engaged  Cromwell  in  the  intereft  of  his 
Matter,  who  would  have  had  room  to  be  very  much 
diffatisfied  with  him,  if  he  had  let  flip  this  important 
opportunity. 

The  Duke  departed  the  twenty  third  for  Paris,  whi¬ 
ther  the  Court  returned  foon  after.  The  Cardinal,  that 
he  might  not  reduce  him  to  the  melancholy  neceflity  of 
quitting  France,  confidering  how  near  a  relation  he  was 
of  the  King,  and  grandfon,  as  well  as  he,  of  Henry  the 
fourth,  difpatch’d  a  meffenger  to  defire  Cromwell  to 
confent,  that  he  might  continue  to  ferve  in  the  Armies 
of  France;  the  Minifter  was  likewife  afraid  that  if  the 
Duke  of  York  went  out  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Irifh. 
which  were  in  the  fervice  would  follow  him.  Crom¬ 
well  confented  to  his  ferving,  provided  it  was  in  Italy 
or  Catalonia,  not  thinking  it  to  be  at  all  for  his  in 
tereft  that  the  Duke  fhould  be  in  an  Army  to  which 
he  was  to  fend  a  confiderable  body  of  Englifh  troops; 
and  it  was  propofed  to  the  Duke  of  York  to  command 
in  quality  of  Captain  General  under  the  Duke  of  Mo¬ 
dena,  who  was  GeneraliiTimo  of  the  French  Troops  in 
Italy. 

When  the  Court  was  returned  to  Paris  it  was  fig- An.  1656. 
pified  to  the  Duke  of  York  not  only  that  the  King— — — — 
was  defirous  to  retain  him  in  the  fervice;  but  that 
if  Cromwell  refufed  his  confent  to  the  propofals  which 
had  been  made  to  him  on  that  head,  this  Prince’s  pen- 
fion  fhould  be  ftill  continued  and  paid  him  in  like 
manner  as  before  whatever  place  he  retired  to,  pro¬ 
vided  he  did  not  ferve  againft  France.  He,  after¬ 
wards,  accepted  of  the  offer  which  was  made  him  to 

ferve 
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An.  1656.  ferve  in' Italy  as  Captain-General,  under  the  Duke  of 
■  Modena  ,  Generaliflimo  of  the  troops  of  France  and 

Savoy'  in  Piedmont ;  he  had  a  ftrong  inclination  to  ac¬ 
quire  more  and  more  experience  in  the  art  of  war,  and 
the  tender  affection  upon  all  occafions'  fhewn  him  by 
his  aunt  the  Dutchefs  of  Savoy,  made  him  take  this 
courfe  with  the  more  pleafure,  he  retaining  a  moft 
grateful  fenfe  of  her  kindnefs,  and  fhe  pafTionately  defir¬ 
ing  to  have  him  with  her 
An.  1656.  jn  tiie  beginning  of  February 

on  the  news  that  the 
King  of  England  was  gone  from  Cologne  into  Flanders, 
all  the  [rifh  Colonels  who  had  ferv’d  in  the  Annies  of 
France  under  M.  de  Turenne  and  M.  de  la  Ferte,  wrote 
to  the  Duke  of  York  to  allure  him  that  they  were  ready, 
like  good  fubje&s  and  men  of  honour,  to  do  whatever 
he  fhould  order  them :  he  thank’d  them,  but  recommend¬ 
ed  to  them  by  no  means  to  fufFer  their  foldiers  to  pafs 
into  Flanders  either  fingly  or  in  companies,  tho’  the  Spa¬ 
niards  fhould  follicit  them  to  it,  on  occalion  of  the  King’s 
retiring  thither,  and  to  preferve  their  regiments  entire, 
as  well  for  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty,  when  he  fhould  want 
them,  as  for  their  own  advantage,  and  alfo  for  that  their 
foldiers  could  not  difperfe  themfelves  fo  long  as  he  fhould 
be  in  France,  without  occafioning  great  prejudice  to 
his  private  affairs,  and  he  added  that  when  it  was  a 
proper  time  to  make  ufe  of  their  offers,  he  would  let 
them  know  it. 

When  it  was  publickly  known  that  the  King  of  En¬ 
gland  was  not  only  in  Flanders,  but  had  fign’d  a  treaty 
with  Spain,  every  body  fuppofed  the  Duke  of  York  would 
withdraw  thither  too.  This  Prince  was  ufed  to  difcourfe 
freely  of  his  affairs  with  M.  de  Turenne,  who  advifed 
him  to  write  to  the  King  his  brother,  and  reprefent  to 
him  that  having  ferved  in  France,  received  his  educati¬ 
on  there,  and  contracted  friend  fh  ip  with  the  moil  con- 
fiderable  perfons  both  in  the  Court  and  Armies,’ whole 
credit  might  be  one  day  ufefully  employed  for  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  Majefty,  he  conceived  it  to  be  for  his 
fervice  to  fuffer  him  to  remain  in  France,  whereas  if 
he  quitted  it  he  would  hazard  both  the  lofing  of  his 
friends  and  the  intereft  he  had  there  •  that  he  aid  not 
4  think 
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think  he  could  do  him  any  great  fervice  in  Flanders,  An.  1656. 
where  it  was  fufficient  for  the  Spaniards  that  they  had  — — — 
his  Majefty  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  with  them; 
befides  that  there  was  no  mention  made  of  him  in  the 
treaty  his  Majefty  had  made  with  the  Spaniards,  and 
that  they  had  not  exprefs’d  any  defire  he  ihould  be  a- 
mong  them  •  that  if  they  fhould  afterwards  demand  him, 
his  Majefty  might  fecretly  confent  he  fhould  ftay  in 
France,  and  outwardly  appear  angry  at  him  for  his  feeming 
difobedience-  that  this  would  fatisfy  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  connivance  would  be  known  only  to  the  perfon  who 
ihould  carry  the  propofal  and  bring  the  confent. 

The  Duke  of  York  was  highly  pleafed  with  this  ad¬ 
vice,  communicated  it  to  the  Queen  his  Mother,  who 
approved  of  ic,  and  he  refolved  to  fend  Charles  Berkeley 
to  propole  it  to  the  King  his  Brother;  but  the  King, 
far  from  yielding  to  the  Duke’s  requeft,  immediately 
fent  him  an  abfolute  order  to  come  to  him  in  Flanders 
with  all  poffible  fpeed.  He  inftantly  obeyed;  and  the 
Court  of  France  confented  to  it 

The  beginning  of  this  Campaign  was  very  glorious  to  ^n- 1&57- 
the  Prince  of  Conde.  As  he  was  making  the  review  "  1,1  "l 
of  his  cavalry  at  la  Buftiere  on  the  Sambre,  from  whence 
he  was  to  go  to  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  Army, 
he  had  intelligence  brought  him  that  M.  de  Turenne  and 
M.  de  la  Ferte  had  laid  liege  to  Cambray,  which  he 
knew  had  but  a  weak  garrifon :  he  march’d  immediate¬ 
ly  without  hefitating,  to  relieve  it,  before  the  French 
could  be  informed  of  his  march,  and  had  perfected  their 
lines.  He  took  his  meafures  fo  that  he  arrived  in  the  night 
time;  and  tho’  the  French  were  on  horfe-back  and  in 
good  order,  he  made  himfelf  a  paftage  thro’  the  two 
lines  of  cavalry,  which  were  in  his  way,  and  which  were 
unable  to  ftop  fo  confiderable  a  body  of  troops,  whofe 
foie  bufinefs  was  to  penetrate  to  the  town ;  which  was 
executed  with  very  little  lofs.  He  arrived  at  the  coun- 
terfcarp,  and  the  Count  de  Salazar,  Governor  of  the 
place,  fo  little  expe&ed  this  fuccour,  that  the  Prince  of 
Conde  was  a  long  while  at  the  palifade  before  they  o- 
pened  the  barriers  to  him;  this  furprife  was  the  more 
agreeable  to  him,  becaufe  he  himfelf  was  no  great  lol- 
dier,  his  garrijon  was  weak,  and  if  he  had  not  been  re- 
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An.  1657.  l*eved  juft  then,  he  was  going  to  abandon  the  town  and 

~  — retire  to  the  citadel.  This  place  was  ufually  well  pro¬ 

vided  with  men,  and  what  occafioned  its  not  being  fo 
now,  was  an  opinion  which  the  Spaniards  had  that 
Cromwell  fending  fix  thoufarid  men  to  join  the  French, 
they  defigned  to  attack  fome  place  on  the  Sea-coaft. 
So  they  {lengthened  all  their  gafrifons  on  that  fide,  and 
the  Cardinal  having  been  inform’d  that  that  of  Cambray 
was  weak,  conceived  the  occafion  to  be  fo  much  the 
more  favourable  for  taking  it  as  he  had  had  for  a  long 
time  a  ftrong  paffion  to  become  the  Bifhop  and  Prince 
of  it;  and  in  truth  had  not  the  Prince  of  Conde  fud- 
denly  and  accidentally  refolved  upon  relieving  it  and  as 
expeditioufly  effected  it,  the  place  had  been  taken  :  for 
if  he  had  been  at  Bruflels,  when  the  Spaniards  had  no¬ 
tice  of  the  fiege,  the  French  might  have  finifh’d  theif 
lines  before  the  other  could  have  confulted  and  con¬ 
cluded  on  the  means  to  have  raifed  the  fiege  of  it.  M. 
de  Turenne  who  had  reckoned  upon  the  ufual  flownefs 
and  gravity  of  the  Spaniards,  was  extremely  furprifed  at 
the  Prince  of  Conde’s  quicknefs  j  and  having  learnt  by 
fome  prifoners  the  number  and  quality  of  the  troops 
which  were  entered  the  town,  he  thought  fit  to  raife 
the  fiege,  and  fent  advice  of  it  to  Court.  The  Prince 
of  Conde  having  left  a  fufficient  garrifon  in  it,  return¬ 
ed  to  Bruffels  and  fent  the  refi  of  his  troops  to  the 
general  rendezvous  which  was  near  Mons. 

This  ill  fuccefs  quite  broke  the  meafures  which  the 
French  had  taken  for  this  campaign:  they  abandon’d 
the  defign  of  taking  in  hand  any  other  confiderable 
fiege.  They  divided  their  Army ;  M.  de  la  Ferte  with 
one  part  of  it  went  and  attack’d  Montmedi,  and  M.  de 
Turenne  with  the  other  march’d  towards  the  Sea  to 
join  the  Englifh  infantry  which  was  landed,  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  former  ftation  to  have  an  eye  on  the 
motions  of  the  Spaniards,  who  quitted  on  the  nineteenth 
of  June  the  neighbourhood  of  Mons  to  go  and  incamp 
on  the  Sambre  a  little  above  Thuyn.  The  two  and 
twentieth  the  Army  pafs’d  the  river  j  the  next  day  they 
incamp’d  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philippeville,  making 
as  if  they  would  relieve  Montmedi.  M.  de  Turenne 
made  halte  to  get  the  ftaft  of  them  •  but  their  defign 
Was  only  to  amufe  and  deceive  him  by  falling  upon 

Calais 
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Calais  which  they  had  hopes  of  carrying  in  a  few  hours  An.  1657. 
by  means  of  the  weaknefs  of  a  certain  particular  place——— 
which  they  were  made  acquainted  with.  The  Spaniards 
conceived  this  defign  even  before  the  departure  of  the 
Arch-duke,  who  had  fent  fome  engineers  in  diiguife  to 
find  out  the  defeats  of  the  place.  They  had  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  attack  it  for  want  of  a  proper  opportuni¬ 
ty  ;  at  length  they  thought  they  fhould  fucceed,  and  had 
taken  their  meafures  fo  judicioufly  that  the  enterprize 
feemed  infallible  •  it  was  conduced  with  fo  much  fecre- 
cy,  that  the  enemy  had  not  the  lead:  fufpicion  of  it. 

When  they  quitted  Mons  they  had  left  a  body  of  caval¬ 
ry  behind,  which  with  the  infantry  that  might  be  drawn 
from  the  neighbouring  garrifons,  was  fufficient  to  begin 
the  bufinefs. 

Having  thus  drawn  M.  de  Turenne  towards  Mont- 
medi,  the  Army  of  Spain  fuddenly  turn’d  back  and 
began  to  march  towards  Calais  the  fix  and  twentieth. 

Don  John,  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  Caracena  went 
before  with  the  cavalry  by  the  neareft  way ;  and  left 
the  Duke  of  York  and  Marfin  with  the  infantry  to  fol¬ 
low  after  as  faff  as  poflible.  The  baggage  and  canon 
marched  farther  into  the  country:  the  Prince  de  Lig- 
ne  had  been  pitch’d  upon  for  the  execution  of  this  en- 
terprife  •  and  that  he  might  have  the  chief  management 
of  it,  he  was  fent  a  day  before  the  Army  march’d  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  troops  which  had  been 
left  behind  for  this  purpofe.  The  Duke  of  York  march¬ 
ed  the  firft  night  as  far  as  Tilli  with  the  infantry ; 
the  twenty  feventh  he  arrived  in  the  fuburb  of  Mons, 
the  twenty  eighth  he  reached  BrufTels,  the  twen¬ 
ty  ninth  having  paffed  the  Scheld  at  Tournay,  he 
went  and  incamped  at  Pont-a-Bouvines :  the  thirty 
firft  he  marched  along  the  walls  of  Lille,  croffed 
the  Lys  at  Armentieres  and  incamped  at  Nieukerke. 

The  next  day,  being  the  firft  of  July,  he  arrived  at  Hafe- 
brouk  and  the  fecond  at  Arques  within  a  league  of  S. 

Omer,  where  arriving  he  propofed  e’er  night  to  be  be¬ 
fore  Calais,  but  he  received  a  letter  from  Don  John  ac¬ 
quainting  him  that  the  enterprize  had  failed,  and  order¬ 
ing  him  to  ftay  at  Arques  till  he  heard  further  from 
him.  The  Prince  de  Ligne  had  gone  out  of  Grave¬ 
lines  as  foon  as  it  was  night  to  put  the  defign  in  exe- 
4  cution 
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An.  1657. cution  at  low  water,  by  feizing  on  that  part  with- 
out  the  walls  which  was  contiguous  to  the  Key,  af¬ 
ter  which  the  place  might  have  been  mafter’d  in  lefs 
than  twelve  hours :  but  he  arrived  half  an  hour  too  late, 
and  the  water  was  fo  high  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
pafs,  and  he  was  forced  to  go  back  again  without  do¬ 
ing  any  thing  but  giving  a  great  alarm  to  the  town,  and 
Ihewing  the  Governor  where  it  was  the  place  was  weak- 
eft,  which  he  afterwards  took  care  to  fortify  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  deprive  the  Spaniards  of  all  hopes  of  ever 
being  able  to  furprize  it. 

This  long  march  having  proved  fruitlels,  the  ca¬ 
valry  and  infantry  join’d  each  other  again  at  Querne 
within  a  league  of  Aire  the  fourth  of  July,  and  the  can¬ 
non  and  baggage  arrived  there  a  day  or  two  after.  The 
Army  march’d  the  fixth  to  Boure  not  far  from  Lillers, 
continued  there  home  days  and  went  and  incamp’d  the 
twelfth  at  Broiiai,  next  day  at  Lens;  then  at  Reu  on 
the  Scarp,  and  the  fifteenth  at  Sauchi-Cauchi  between 
Arras  and  Cambray,  and  having  lain  in  camp  there  till 
the  twenty  firft,  it  march’d  to  Marcoin. 

While  time  was  thus  loft  in  making  fo  many  fruitlels 
marches,  M.  de  la  Ferte  went  on  with  the  liege  of  Mont- 
medi  which  made  a  better  defence  than  he  had  expected, 
the  place  being  ftrong  and  having  a  good  garrrfon  in 
it.  M.  de  Turenne  on  his  fide  watch’d  the  Spaniards 
motions,  yet  without  removing  far  from  the  liege,  to  hin¬ 
der  any  fuccour  from  going  into  the  place.  The  Army 
decamping  from  Marcoin  the  twenty  feventh,  march’d 
to  Catelet,  the  next  day  to  Fervaques,  the  twenty  ninth 
to  Origni  on  the  Oife  where  it  lfaid  but  one  day :  it 
incamp’d  afterwards  at  Eglancourt  jill  the  eighth  of  Au- 
guft  when  it  march’d  to  Feron ;  the  day  following  it 
pafs’d  on  to  Macon  hard  by  Chimai,  and  the  tench  to 
Aublin,  a  league  from  Marienbourg,  where  advice  came 
of  Montmedi’s  being  taken :  it  defended  it  lelf  with 
fuch  bravery  and  lb  obftinate  a  refolution,  that  it  fur- 
render’d  not  till  the  enemy  were  lodged  in  a  baftion 
and  had  raifed  thereon  a  battery  of  fix  canon.  We  learnt 
at  the  fame  time  that  M.  de  Turenne  was  marching  in¬ 
to  Flanders,  to  undertake  a  liege  chere:  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  march  again  the  fourteenth,  and  till  the 
r;  :>th  vc  nude  no  ftcp;  on  that  day  we  arrived 
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at  Calonne  on  the  Lys  within  a  league  of  S.  Venant  An.  1657. 
which  M.  de  Turenne  was  befieging,  and  the  lines  where-  — — — — 
of  were  already  fo  far  advanced  that  this  confideration 
and  the  difproportion  of  forces  by  no  means  allowed 
of  any  endeavours  to  relieve  the  place.  We  only  ftu- 
died  how  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s  provilions  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  paffing  of  a  convoy  of  four  or  five  hundred 
waggons  which  were  to  go  the  next  day  from  Bethune 
to  their  Army.  To  do  this,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
decamp  and  port  our  felves  at  Montbernenfon  by  which 
place  they  could  no  Way  avoid  palling.  The  country 
thro’  which  we  were  to  march  being  very  woody  and 
full  of  hedges  and  ditches,  the  pioneers  were  order’d 
to  march  with  their  fpades  and  hatchets  at  the  head 
of  each  regiment,  to  make  way  for  them,  that  the  Ar¬ 
my  might  enter  in  battalia  into  the  plain  which  was  not 
more  than  canon- fhot  diftance  from  the  enemy.  We 
were  ready  to  break  up  camp  at  the  dawn  of  day,  and 
yet  did  not  march  till  noon :  the  reafon  of  this  dilato- 
rinefs  is  fo  much  the  harder  to  guefs  at,  in  that  the 
fuccefs  of  the  defign  depended  on  difpatch :  Don  John 
of  Auftria  was  reminded  of  this;  and  the  Duke  of  York 
reprefented  to  him  that  the  lead:  delay  would  give  the 
convoy  an  opportunity  to  enter  the  lines;  but  whatever 
could  be  faid  to  quicken  him,  the  Army  ftirred  not  till 
noon.  The  Prince  de  Ligne  General  of  the  horfe  was 
at  the  head  of  the  right,  the  Prince  of  Conde  at  the  left, 
and  the  Duke  of  York  who  had  been  defired  by  Don 
John  to  adt  that  day  as  Mejlre  de  Camp  General  led  the 
Infantry.  Don  John  and  Caracena  marched  before  with 
their  three  troops  of  Guards,  till  arriving  at  the  borders  of 
the  plain,  they  would  needs,  according  to  their  cuftom, 
take  an  afternoon’s  nap. 

The  Army  could  move  but  flow  in  a  country  fo  full 
of  inclofures;  however  the  Duke  of  York  had  but  c.li 
clofe  more  to  pafs  to  get  with  the  infantry  into  the 
plain,  when  he  efpied  the  enemy’s  convoy,  which  com¬ 
ing  down  from  Montbernenfon  march’d  in  all  hafte  to 
reach  the  lines.  The  Duke  having  now  pafled  the  laft 
hedge,  ranged  his  infantry  in  order  of  battle,  and  feeing 
that  the  Prince  de  Ligne  was  likewife  in  the  plain  with 
four  or  five  fquadrons,  he  fent  him  notice  of  the  con¬ 
voys  approaching,  and  that  he  need  only  march  and 
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An.  1657  feize  it, "the  enemy  having  but  three  fquadrons  to  guard  it, 

am-—  ...  he  anfwered  he  faw  the  thing  as  well  as  he,  that  it  was 
the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world  to  carry  off  the  convoy, 
but  that  he  durft  not  attack  it  without  orders  from  Don 
John,  or  the  Marquis  de  Caracena.  The  Duke  went 
himfelf  to  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  conjured  him  not  to 
lofe  fo  fine  an  opportunity  by  being  over-fcrupulous : 
but  his  reply  was,  that  he  knew  not  how  far  the  Spa- 
nifh  feverity  went;  that  by  falling  on  without  orders, 
it  might  coft  him  his  head,  efpecially  if  he  did  not  fuc- 
ceed,  nay,  if  he  met  with  but  the  leaft  ill  fortune.  The 
Duke  rejoin’d,  that  there  was  no  bad  fuccefs  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended,  that  M.  de  Turenne  might  indeed  order  out 
fome  cavalry,  but  he  would  not  venture  his  infantry 
out  of  the  lines.  He  added,  that  if  the  Spaniards 
fhould  call  him  to  account  for  this  action,  he  would 
take  the  whole  blame  of  it  on  himfelf,  and  that  he 
might  juftly  alledge  for  an  excufe  that  he  did  it  only 
in  obedience  to  him,  fince  he  a&ed  that  day  as 
M eft  re  de  Camp  General:  but  all  thefe  reafons  had  no 
effect  on  the  Prince  de  Ligne;  and  fo  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  Was'  loft.  The  convoy,  being  fenfible  of  their  dan¬ 
ger,  quickened  their  march,  and  when  moft  of  the 
waggcns  were  got  into  the  lines,  the  three  troops  of 
guards  came  and  join’d  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  with  or¬ 
ders  to  attack  the; convoy;  he  only  took] with  him  the 
troop  of  his  own  guards.  The  Duke  of  York  fent  his 
thither ;  but  the  four  firft,  conducted  by  the  Count  de 
Colmanar  nephew  to  Caracena,  who  was  young  and 
unexperienced,  march’d  fo  precipitately  and  in  fuch  dis¬ 
order,  that  if  the  enemy’s  three  fquadrons  had  refolved 
to  difpute  the  ground  with  them,  they  might  have  beat 
them.  Berkley,  Captain  of  the  Duke’s  guards,  who  faw 
their  wretched  management,  followed  them  in  good  or¬ 
der  and  was  of  great  fervice  to  them ;  for  the  three 
French  fquadrons  having  been  broke  they  purfued  them 
with  the  fame  imprudence  with  which  they  had  march¬ 
ed  up  to  them,  and  threw  themfelves  with  them  pell- 
mell  within  their  lines,  the  barrier  of  which  the  ene¬ 
my  had  not  had  time  to  fhut:  but  they  came  out 
much  fafter  than  they  went  in,  and  fled  without  flop¬ 
ping,  till  they  reach’d  Berkley’s  troops,  who  was  advanc¬ 
ed  within  musket-fhot  of  the  lines.  Then  they  rallied  a- 
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gain  and  were  grown  fo  prudent  and  flegmatic,  that  without  A 
infifting  on  the  port  of  honour  which  belonged  to  them,  - 
they  left  to  Berkley  that  of  making  the  rear-guard,  and 
they  returned  in  this  order  and  rejoined  the  Army  which 
they  found  ill  battalia  in  the  plain  within  canon-fhot  of 
the  enemy,  where  after  it  had  ftaid  fome  time,  it  retir¬ 
ed  thence  and  went  and  incamp’d  at  Montbernen- 
fon.  The  enemy  loft  not  a  fingle  waggon  of  their  whole 
convoy  :  they  had  indeed  fome  men  killed,  others  wound¬ 
ed  and  fome  taken  prifoners.  The  Marquis  de  Renty,  a 
man  of  Quality,  and  Quierneux  who  commanded  the 
regiment  of  Gefvres,  died  of  their  wounds. 

Having  mift  this  convoy,  and  the  enemy  being  tod 
ftrong  for  us  to  entertain  any  hopes  of  forcing  their  lines, 
it  was  confider’d  what  we  fhould  do  to  oblige  them 
to  raife  the  fiege,  or  what  place  we  could  attack  and  take 
before  they  had  ended  it :  the  thing  was  deliberated  in 
a  council  of  war  which  was  held  the  day  after  we  arrived 
at  Montbernenfon.  It  was  refolved  to  go  and  befiege 
Ardres,  but  the  execution  of  it  was  put  off  till  the  five 
and  twentieth,  left  the  enemy  not  having  yet  opened 
the  trenches,  fhould  lay  afide  that  enterprize  and  come 
and  force  Don  John  to  fight  whether  he  would  or  no. 
This  delay  which  was  grounded  on  a  weak  reafon,  was 
Very  prejudicial ;  M.  de  Turenne  loft  no  time,  and  had 
the  trenches  opened  the  very  night  that  we  got  to  Mont¬ 
bernenfon.  The  Army  departed  thence  the  twenty 
fifth  in  the  morning,  and  arrived  at  Ardres  the  twen¬ 
ty  feventh  before  noon.  We  applied  our  felves  firft  to 
fettle  the  quarters  fo  as  to  hinder  fuccours  from  entring 
the  place,  wherein  we  knew  there  was  not  above  three 
hundred  foot.  That  day  was  loft  and  the  night  too  in 
working  at  a  circumvallation,  which,  in  every  body’s 
judgment,  was  very  ufelefs  •  whereas  had  the  place  been 
attack’d  that  night,  in  all  probability  it  had  been  carried. 

This  flownefs  of  the  Spaniards  engages  me  in  a  di- 
greftion  which  will  not  be  improper  in  thjs  place,  to 
leffen  our  wonder  at  the  errors  we  have  already  feen 
them  commit  and  thofe  which  will  follow.  Don  John 
obferved  when  he  was  in  the  field  the  fame  formalities 
as  if  he  had  been  at  Bruffels;  he  was  every  where  alike 
difficult  of  accefs :  he  was  fleeping  as  I  laid  before  as  well 
as  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  clofe  by  the  plain  when 
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An.  1657.  the  convoy  was  paffing,  and  their  domeftics  who  few 
— -  ■■  it  coming  down  the  mountain  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the 
Army,  durft  never  wake  them  to  let  them  know  it;  but 
what  is  ftill  more  furprifing  is,  that  Don  John  and  the 
Marquis  who  were  both  men  of  excellent  good  fenfe, 
wit  and  bravery,  could  ftick  fo  dole  to  formalities  which 
they  knew  to  be  prejudicial  to  their  mafter’s  fervice  and 
their  own  reputation.  The  Marquis  was  a  very  good 
Officer,  had  ferved  long,  had  rifen  gradually  and  owed 
his  fortune  to  his  merit  •  and  if  Don  John  had  not  had 
the  difedvantage,  if  one  may  fay  fo,  to  be  brought  up 
as  a  Son  of  Spain,  he  was  endowed  with  qualities  ca¬ 
pable  of  making  him  a  great  man:  but  the  fcrupulous 
adhering  to  formalities  fpoiled  all.  When  the  Army 
march’d,  they  never  went  to  the  head  of  it  unlefs  the 
enemy  was  in  fight.  When  the  troops  were  half  got 
out  of  the  camp,  they  mounted  their  horfes,  march’d  at  the 
head  of  their  three  troops  of  guards,  diredtly  to  the 
quarters  which  had  been  mark’d  out  for  them,  without  trou¬ 
bling  themfelves  about  the  Army,  or  taking  a  view  of  the 
ground,  or  knowing  where  the  quarters  of  the  other  Gene¬ 
rals  were;  confequently,  in  cafe  of  an  alarm,  or  on  .he  e- 
nemy’s  approaching,  they  knew  neither  the  incampment, 
nor  even  where  the  main-guard  was,  or  the  advanced 
guard.  Don  John’s  cuftom  for  the  moft  part  was  when 
he  arrived  in  his  quarters,  tho’  ever  fo  long  before  night, 
to  go  to  bed;  there  he  fupp’d  and  would  not  rife  till 
morning.  When  the  Army  was  not  upon  a  march,  he 
feldom  went  out  or  got  on  horfeback. 

But  to  return  to  the  liege  of  Ardres,  a  council  of  war 
was  held  in  the  Marquis  de  Caracena’s  quarters,  to  con- 
fult  in  what  part  they  fhould  attack  the  place.  When  the 
Generals  were  afifembled,  they  were  all  taken  up  to  the 
top  of  a  high  tower,  from  whence  they  were  defired  to 
view  the  place  with  profpedtive  glaffes;  and  without  exa¬ 
mining  the  thing  more  narrowly,  they  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  attack  a  half-moon  between 
two  baftions  ;  that  the  Duke  of  York  fhould  make  his  at¬ 
tack  at  the  baftion  on  the  right,  and  the  Prince  of  Conde 
at  that  on  the  left,  and  that  no  time  might  be  loft,  mat¬ 
ters  fhould  be  fo  contrived  as  to  fet  the  miners  to  work 
that  fame  night  to  the  town  wall. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  York  and  the  Prince  ofConde  not  con- An.  1657.' 
tenting  themfelves  with  having  viewed  the  place  from  the  —  ■ 
top  of  the  tower,  went  and  took  a  nearer  furvey  of  it: 

Neither  Don  John,  nor  the  Marquis  went  perfonally  to 
view  their  attack  •  they  only  fent  a  Major  de  Batcille  to 
bring  them  an  account  of  it,  it  not  being  the  cuftom  for 
Spanifh  Generals  to  expofe  themfelves  on  fuch  occalions. 

All  things  being  in  a  readinefs,  the  attacks  were  begun  in 
the  evening  upon  a  fignal  from  Don  John’s  quarter.  The 
befieged  not  having  hands  to  defend  their  outworks,  we 
advanced  without  trouble  to  the  foot  of  the  ditch,  where 
we  made  a  lodgment  before  we  attempted  to  fet  the  mi¬ 
ners  on.  The  Duke  of  York’s  regiment  was  employed 
at  that  Prince’s  attack ;  the  Lord  Muskerry  who  com¬ 
manded  it  had  a  Captain  and  fome  foldiers  of  the  other  bat¬ 
talions  to  {Lengthen  it.  The  Duke  took  care  to  fend  him 
fafcines  and  whatever  was  neceflary;  and  going  afterwards 
to  vilit  the  works  with  the  Duke  of  Glocefter,  he  found 
that  the  Lord  Muskerry  had  put  every  thing  in  good  or¬ 
der-  that  he  had  almoft  finifhed  his  lodgment  on  the 
edge  of  the  ditch  over-againft  the  point  of  thebaftion,  and 
that  he  had  already  lodged  the  body  of  the  battalion  in  the 
ditch  of  the  ravelin  which  covered  the  point  of  the  bafti- 
on.  The  Duke  of  York  thought  it  time  to  fet  the  miners 
to  work  •  but  perceiving  by  the  light  of  the  moon  that 
there  was  water  in  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  he  fent  a 
Serjeant  to  found  it,  who  brought  an  account  that  this 
water  was  not  fo  deep  as  to  hinder  the  miners.  He  order¬ 
ed  them  to  go  down  into  the  ditch  with  a  Serjeant  and  fome 
foldiers  to  carry  the  madrien  by  favour  of  which  they  were 
to  lodge  themfelves.  Day-light  beginning  to  appear,  he  with 
the  Duke  of  Glocefter  retired  and  went  back  to  their  quar¬ 
ters.  VVe  fhall  not  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  other 
attacks,  but  only  fay  that  having  had  the  fame  fuccefs,  and 
having  fet  on  the  miners,  we  made  no  doubt  but  the  place 
would  have  furrendered  in  lefs  than  four  and  twenty  hours. 

Somebody  went  and  told  Don  John  and  the  Marquis  de 
Caracena,  who  were  in  their  coaches  behind  their  attacks 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  canon,  that  the  Prince  of  Conde 
and  the  Duke  of  York  were  gone  to  vifit  the  works;  Don 
John  anfwered,  No  hazen  ben ,  They  deni  do  well. 

In  the  morning  a  little  after  fun-rifing,  we  had  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  taking  of  S.  Venant  and  that  M.  de  Turenn 
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Was  advancing  to  relieve  Ardres.  Immediately  upon  this 
a  Junto  was  affembled,  and  it  was  refolved  out  of  hand 
to  raife  the  fiege.  The  difficulty  was  how  to  withdraw 
the  troops  from  the  attacks ;  we  had  not  had  time  to  make 
the  works  and  trenches  for  the  communication,  fo  that  they 
could  not  go  out  of  them  without  being  expofed.  The 
firft  thing  we  did  was  to  bring  off  the  miners,  which  was 
executed  at  the  Duke’s  attack  by  the  care  of  the  Lord 
Muskerry,  who,  before  he  acquainted  the  Officers  who 
were  with  him  with  the  orders  which  he  had  received, 
ordered  notice  to  be  given  to  the  miners  to  come  away 
in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  and  that  to  favour  their  re¬ 
treat  he  would  caufe  a  brisk  fire  to  be  made  on  the  be- 
fieged.  He  made  the  foldiers  believe  that  he  called  them 
off  becaufe  fie  had  had  intelligence  that  that  place  was 
countermined,  and  they  got  to  the  lodgment  by  favour 
of  a  fmart  fire  of  the  fmall  arms,  without  any  ill  accident. 

He  afterwards  declared  the  order  which  he  had  received, 
and  commanded  them  when  he  fhould  give  the  word  to 
retire  with  all  poffible  diligence  to  the  place  which  he  ap¬ 
pointed  them  out  of  musket  fhot,  where  they  were  to  rally. 
The  Duke  of  York  on  his  fide  commanded  thirty  troopers 
With  a  Lieutenant  to  go  as  near  the  place  as  they  could 
without  expofing  themfelves,  till  he  fhould  fee  the  fol¬ 
diers  returning  from  the  attack,  and  then  to  gallop  among 
them  to  carry  off  the  Officers  or  foldiers  who  fhould  chance 
to  fall.  The  Duke  of  York  followed  them  to  fee  his  orders 
executed,  and  found  that  as  his  foldiers  were  retiring  from 
the  attack,  the  Lieutenant  and  his  troopers  kept  quiet  be¬ 
hind  a  hedge  within  musket  fhot  of  the  place  j  the  Duke 
galloped  up  to  the  Lieutenant  to  repeat  to  him  the 
order  which  he  had  given  him ;  he  obeyed,  and  to  make 
amends  for  his  fault,  marched  up  to  the  edge  of  the  ditch : 
and  though  the  befieged  made  a  fmart  fire,  none  of  the 
Officers  but  Captain  Keith  and  but  few  foldiers  were 
wounded,  none  of  whom  died,  which  was  no  lefs  fortu¬ 
nate  than  it  was  extraordinary.  Some  miners  were  loft  at 
the  other  attacks  •  and  when  the  troops  were  retired  from 
all  parts  with  but  fmall  lofs,  we  fent  away  the  baggage  to 
Gravelines,  and  the  whole  Army  followed.  This  march 
was  extremely  fatiguing.  When  we  arrived  on  the  border 
of  the  flat  country,  we  were  obliged  to  halt  till  the  canon 
and  baggage  was  on  the  only  dyke  or  caufeway  which  leads 


Duke  of  YORK.  487 

from  Polincoveto  Gravelines,  which  the  great  rains  had  An.  1657.' 
rendered  almoft  impracticable.  The  rain  which  continu-  -  -  — - 
ed  without  cealing,  the  llorm,  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  4 
the  way  deep  and  heavy,  and  the  frequent  halts  we  were 
forced  to  make,  quite  tired  the  troops,  and  put  them  into 
fo  great  a  diforder,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  Officers 
to  hinder  the  foldiers  from  difperfing  themfelves  and  look¬ 
ing  out  for  cover  where  they  could  find  it.  In  the 
morning  there  were  not  ten  men  in  a  body  of  any  one 
regiment  j  all  that  could  be  done  was  to  re-affemble  them 
the  next  day.  The  thirtieth  the  Army  incamped  at  Brou- 
kerke ;  that  of  France  had  their  fhare  of  the  bad  weather 
the  night  that  they  marched  into  the  plain  of  S.  Omer  to 
come  to  Ardres,  when  the  Spaniards  raifed  the  fiege  of  it. 

The  thirty  firft  we  paft  the  Colme,  and  put  the  troops  into 
quarters  at  Dringam  and  villages  adjoining,  to  recover 
them  a  little  from  fo  many  and  great  fatigues.  The  coun¬ 
try  was  fo  ftrait  and  full  of  inclofures  that  it  had  been  very 
difficult  to  incamp  there  in  order  of  battle,  but  the  enemy 
were  fo  far  off  there  was  no  danger.  The  fecond  of  Sep¬ 
tember  we  marched  towards  Mont-Caffel ;  and  the  troops 
having  been  cantoned  in  the  villages  round  about  we  ftaid 
there  till  the  feventh,  when  having  learned  that  M.  de  Tu- 
renne  was  about  la  Motte-aux-bois,  we  caufed  the  Army 
to  march  to  Wormhout,  where  we  had  news  on  the 
twelfth  that  the  French  had  taken  la  Motte-aux-bois,  and 
were  a  fecond  time  drawing  near  our  army,  which  repaf- 
fed  the  Colme  the  day  following  with  a  refolution  to  de¬ 
fend  the  paffage  of  that  river  along  which  we  incamped. 

The  Spaniards  were  polled  from  the  fort  of  Link  to  very 
near  Spicker.  The  Duke  of  York’s  poft  extended  itfelf 
from  the  place  where  their  quarter  terminated,  to  Bergue 
S.  Vinox,  and  from  thence  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  to 
Bergue  itfelf.  We  broke  all  the  bridges,  and  made  works 
behind  the  fords  till  the  feventeenth,  when  we  were  inform¬ 
ed  that  M.  de  Turenne  was  advancing  to  take  us  in  flank, 
having  palled  the  Colme  above  Link.  Moft  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  of  native  Spaniards  were  immediately  detached  with 
fome  cavalry  to  throw  themfelves  into  Gravelines.  The 
three  Italian  Regiments  of  Don  Tito  del  Prato  who  com¬ 
manded  them  were  fent  to  the  fort  of  Mardyke,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Army  retired  behind  the  canal  which  goes  from 
Bergue  to  Dunkerque.  The  Prince  of  Conde  having  his 
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An.  1657.  quarters  at  Bergue,  Don  John  at  Dunkerque,  andtheDuke 

- - -  of  York  at  Oudekerk,  the  canon  were  planted  all  along 

the  canal,  where  we  found  batteries  ready  raifed  to  our 
hands. 

A  day  or  two  after  the  Spaniards  had  quitted  the 
Colme,  the  French  arrived  before  Mardyke  and  befieged 
it.  This  was  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  made  with  Crom¬ 
well,  whereby  they  ingaged  to  put  him  into  poffeffion  of 
fome  maritime  place  in  Flanders,  and  Mardyke  was  the 
only  one  they  could  attack  in  fo  advanced  a  feafon,  con-: 
fidering  the  care  which  had  been  taken  to  provide  Grave¬ 
lines  and  Dunkerque  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  a  long 
and  vigorous  defence. 

The  French,  as  foon  as  they  arrived  before  Mardyke, 
fell  to  work  on  their  lines  towards  Dunkerque  and  on 
their  approaches  toward  the  fort.  The  forage  having  been 
confumed  all  round,  they  were  forced  the  next  morning 
to  go  in  fearch  of  fome-  in  three  large  farm-houfes  not  a- 
bove  half  canon  foot  from  the  Spaniards  intrenchments, 
and  which  had  been  preferved  by  the  intereft  which  the 
proprietors  ot  them  had  with  fome  Officers  of  the  Army  : 
there  was  even  a  guard  extraordinary  placed  to  keep  them 
from  being  touched.  He  that  commanded  this  guard  could 
not  but  know,  when  he  faw  the  French  drawing  near 
with  fome  horfe  and  foot,  with  what  defign  they  were 
coming;  but  according  to  the  Spanifo  cuftom,  he  retired 
without  daring  to  fet  fire  to  the  farm-houfes,  becaufe  he 
had  no  orders  for  it.  The  canon  of  the  lines  having  fired 
when  the  enemy’s  van  approached,  the  Duke  of  York, 
who  had  his  quarters  within  half  a  mile  of  the  place,  ha- 
llened  thither,  and  found  them  already  at  work  to  cover 
and  intrench  themfelves  in  cafe  they  foould  be  attacked  : 
and  meeting  with  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  who  that  day  acted 
as  Meftre  de  Camp-General,  he  asked  him  what  he  de¬ 
signed  to  do,  and  whether  he  intended  to  let  the  enemy 
forage  quietly  before  his  face.  He  anfwered  as  ufual,  that 
without  orders  from  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  or  Don 
John,  he  durit  undertake  nothing :  and  upon  the  Duke’s 
replying  to  him  that  before  thofe  orders  could  arrive  the 
French  would  be  intrenched  and  neither  they  could  be 
di (lodged  nor  the  forage  burnt;  he  anfwered,  that  it  was 
very  true,  but  he  could  undertake  nothing  without  pofi- 
jjyc  orders.  The  Duke  told  him  he  would  then  go  him 


Duke  of  YORK.  489 

felf  and  attack  the  enemy  with  his  own  troops,  defiring  An.  1657. 

him  only  to  ca,ufe  his  line  to  be  guarded  with  his  infantry : - - - 

but  he  made  anfwer  again  that  the  bridge  being  in  the 
Spaniards  quarter,  he  could  not  let  him  pals  there,  becaufe 
if  there  was  any  thing  to  be  done,  the  Spaniards  were  to 
do  it  i  and  thus  all  that  was  propoled  came  to  nothing. 

While  orders  were  expecting  from  Dunkerque,  the  French 
continued  foraging  without  any  diiturbance,  fave  from 
the  canon  which  kept  firing  on  them,  and  with  their  noife 
brought  the  Prince  of  Conde  from  Bergue.  The  Duke 
of  York  forthwith  informed  him  of  what  had  pa  (Ted  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  Prince  de  Ligne :  at  which  he  was  not 
at  all  furprifed,  and  affined  the  Duke  that  when  he  had 
ferved  with  the  Spaniards  as  long  as  he  had  done,  he  would 
be  accuftomed  to  fee  them  commit  many  material  faults 
without  wondering  at  them.  The  enemy  after  they  had 
foraged  as  long  as  they  pleafed,  retired,  and  left  behind 
them  about  a  hundred  horfes  which  the  canon  had  killed. 

How  many  men  they  loft  I  know  not-  but  not  one  dead 
body  was  found,  they  having  either  carried  them  off,  or 
buried  them  on  the  fpot  in  home  place  which  could  not 
be  difcovered. 

Two  or  three  days  afterwards,  the  fort  of  Mardyke  fur- 
rendered,  and,  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  made  with 
Cromwell,  was  the  next  day  put  into  the  hands  of  Rey¬ 
nolds  ;  and  in  a  ftiort  time  after,  the  French  having  re  ¬ 
paired  the  breaches  and  levelled  the  lines,  retired  into 
quarters  of  refrefhment  and  to  places  where  they  might 
forage  in  their  own  country.  The  Spanifh  Army  remain¬ 
ed  incamped  where  it  was,  and  a  report  was  given  out 
that  we  lliould  retake  Mardyke.  The  badnefs  of  the  air 
had  caufed  fo  general  a  ficknefs,  that  except  thofe  who 
were  natives  of  Spain,  but  few  Officers  or  foldiers  were 
exempt  from  a  fever,  and  more  than  one  half  were  at 
the  fame  time  incapable  of  doing  any  fervice.  The  troops 
which  the  Duke  of  York  commanded  fared  the  worft  j 
of  all  the  Officers  or  Volunteers  of  Quality,  or  of  his  own 
Houfhold,  the  Duke  was  himfelf  almoft  the  only  perfon 
that  efcaped  the  diftemper.  The  Duke  of  Giocefter  left 
the  Army,  fick ;  and  the  Prince  of  Conde  was  fo  very  ill 
that  the  Phyficians  were  afraid  he  would  not  get  over  it. 

JSfot  long  after,  the  King  of  England  came  to  Dunkerque 
to  follicite  Don  John  about  fome  private  affairs,  and  to 

put 
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An.  1657.  put  him  in  mind  of  fome  promifes  he  had  made  to  his 

■  Majefty  relating  to  England. 

The  Englifh  who  were  in  Mardyke  laboured  in  repair¬ 
ing  the  old  fortifications  about  the  fort,  which  was  the 
ealier  for  them  to  do,  in  that  the  ditches  had  not  been 
filled,  and  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  parapet  levelled.  Don 
John  having  intelligence  thereof,  refolved  to  march  thither 
one  evening  with  the  whole  Army,  and  demolifh  in  one 
day  the  works  which  they  had  been  no  lefs  than  a  month 
in  railing.  This  was  rather  out  of  oftentation  and  to 
make  people  believe  he  intended  to  retake  the  fort,  than 
in  hopes  it  would  fignify  any  thing  in  the  end.  The  day 
being  fixed  for  this  expedition,  he  marched  out  of  Dun¬ 
kerque  in  the  evening  at  the  head  of  the  Army,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  King  of  England :  it  was  fb  very  dark  we 
were  obliged  to  ufe  flambeaux.  The  enemy,  who  per¬ 
ceived  us,  concluded  we  were  either  coming  to  fcalade 
them  or  at  leaft  befiege  them,  and  took  meafures  to  de¬ 
fend  themfelves,  by  lighting  up  their  lanthorns  round  the 
fort.  When  we  were  got  within  fomewhat  lefs  than  ca¬ 
non  fhot,  the  army  put  out  their  lights.  His  Majefty, 
Don  John,  and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  halted  with  the 
cavalry,  while  the  infantry  went  forward  :  the  Spaniards, 

commanded  by . Marfhal  de  Battaille,  marched  to 

that  part  of  the  outworks  which  looked  towards  Dun¬ 
kerque,  the  Count  de  Marfin  with  the  Prince  of  Conde’s 
infantry,  to  that  towards  Graveline,  and  the  Duke  of 
York  at  the  head  of  his,  pofted  himfelf  between  them 
both.  When  we  drew  near  the  fort,  the  enemy  made  a 
continual  fire  from  their  canon  and  musketry,  and  the 
fmall  frigates  which  were  in  the  ditch  fired  alfo  without 
ceafing.  The  infantry  fuffered  but  little  thereby,  having 
at  firft  got  under  fhelter  of  the  old  outworks ;  but  the 
balls  which  went  over  their  heads,  fell  among  the  cavalry, 
and  kill’d  a  great  many  both  men  and  horfes.  His  Majefty 
advancing  to  fee  what  the  infantry  weredoing,  the  Marquis 
of  Ormond  who  attended  him  had  his  horfe  killed  under 
him  with  a  canon  fhot.  Each  corp,as  they  arrived  at  their 
poft,  fet  on  their  workmen  with  fbme  detached  foldiers 
to  fupport  them ;  but  the  ditch  being  too  deep  on  the 
Duke  of  York’s  fide,  he  was  obliged  to  order  them  to  go 
round  by  the  Spaniards  attack :  mean  while  he  had  it  filled 
up  with  fafeines,  and  made  a  paflage  whereby  to  fupport 

diem. 
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them,  in  cafe  the  enemy  Tallied  out  on  them.  In  the  mo-  An.  1 657. 

ment  that  the  pioneers  began  to  level  the  works,  the  de-  - - — 

tached  foldiers  made  an  inceffant  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
which  continued  till  about  day  break,  when  the  outworks 
being  razed,  we  drew  off  in  good  order,  and  arrived  at 
Dunkerque  when  it  began  to  be  broad  day.  The  enemy 
were,  no  doubt,  more  furprifed  at  our  retreat  than  at  our 
approach  j  and  they  To  little  expected  we  fhould  leave 
them,  that  after  the  Spaniards  were  quite  gone  the  garri- 
fon  continued  firing.  There  was  not  above  twenty  troo¬ 
pers,  one  Captain  of  Glocefter’s  regiment  and  three  or 
four  common  foldiers  killed,  and  about  eight  or  ten 
wounded.  The  Englifh  in  the  fort,  as  we  afterwards 
learned,  had  but  one  map  killed  •  and  they  were  fo  ftrong- 
ly  perfuaded  we  were  going  to  befiege  them,  that  they  aif- 
patched  away  an  exprefs  to  M.  de  Turenne  to  inform  him 
of  it :  he  drew  together  his  troops  which  were  in  quarters 
of  forage,  and  put  himfelf  on  his  march  to  come  and  re¬ 
lieve  them  j  but  upon  receiving  advice  that  the  Spaniards 
were  retired,  he  went  back  to  his  quarters. 

Some  days  after  this,  an  attempt  was  made  againft  the 
Englifh  frigates  which  were  in  the  ditch :  the  defign  at 
firft  was  to  burn  them  ;  but  that  being  found  to  be  too 
difficult,  a  refolution  was  taken  to  furprife  the  two  big- 
geft  the  Rofe  and  the  True  Love ,  mounted  with  fix  or 
eight  canon  each.  For  this  purpofe  twelve  (loops  were 
equipped  which  went  out  when  the  weather  was  perfectly 
calm.  Don  John  fent  notice  of  it  to  the  King  and  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  they  went  along  the  fhore,  attended 
by  all  the  perfons  of  Quality  and  prime  Officers,  to  fee  how 
the  enterprize  fucceeded :  there  was  a  kind  of  fog  a- 
broad.  Being  got  over-againft  the  frigates,  a  Tailor  in  one 
of  them  hailed  one  of  the  floops  in  Englilh  :  the  Tailor  re¬ 
ceiving  no  anfwer,  and  feeing  another  {loop  coming  to 
board  the  frigate,  he  gave  the  alarm,  and  fired  a  canon  at 
her  which  broke  one  of  the  rower’s  legs;  this  accident 
together,  with  a  few  musket  fhot  at  the  lame  time,  ftruck 
fuch  a  terror  among  the  floops  that  they  fhamefully  retir¬ 
ed  without  daring  to  proceed  any  farther  in  their  enter¬ 
prize. 

The  King  of  England  having  finifhed  what  he  had  to  do 
with  Don  John  and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena,  went  to 
Bruges,  and  afterwards  to  Ghent  and  Bruffels.  The  Duke 
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An.  1657, of  York  remained  at  Dunkerque  to  command  the  Aimy 

- - there.  The  people  were  ftill  fed  with  hopes  that  Mar- 

dyke  would  be  retaken,  in  order  to  obtain  more  eafily  a 
confiderable  fubfidy  from  the  Province  of  Flanders ;  and 
to  make  the  thing  more  probable,  large  ftores  were  laid 
in  of  fafcines,  gabions  and  every  thing  elfe  neceffary  for  a 
fiege.  However,  there  was  an  order  to  fend  the  troops  on 
new-year’s  day  into  quarters,  and  the  Duke  who  had  re¬ 
mained  at  Dunkerque  all  that  time,  returned  to  Bruffels 
a  few  days  after  Don  John  and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena 
were  arrived  there. 

An.  1 65 8-  In  the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  nothing  was  thought 

of  at  Bruffels  but  preparations  for  the  Campaign,  and  as 
the  feafon  advanced  the  Spaniards  made  it  their  bufinefs 
to  ftore  and  ftrengthen  the  places  that  were  the  mod; 
expofed.  We  were  informed  on  all  hands  that  the 
French  would  this  year  go  upon  fome  fiege  of  confe- 
quence :  the  Spaniards  were  very  uneafy  -y  for  not  hav¬ 
ing  infantry  enough  to  fupply  all  their  towns,  they  were 
obliged  to  leave  fome  of  them  with  weak  garrifons. 
The  King  was  very  urgent  with  them  to  reinforce  that 
of  Dunkerque,  acquainting  them  with  the  advice  he  had 
received  from  England,  that  the  firft  undertaking  would 
be  the  fiege  of  that  place ;  that  Cromwell  ftrongly  fol- 
licited  the  French  to  it ;  that  every  thing  was  getting 
ready  for  this  purpofe  both  in  France  and  England ;  and 
that  fome  intercepted  letters  which  he  had  in  his  hands 
confirm’d  him  in  the  belief  of  thofe  advices.  His  Ma- 
jefty  did  not  content  hitnfelf  with  only  once  giving  them 
notice  of  thefe  things,  but  he  every  week  repeated  it  up¬ 
on  the  continual  accounts  he  received  from  England  to 
the  fame  effect :  but  the  Spaniards  laid  no  ftrefs  at  all 
upon  thefe  advices,  believing  them  to  be  falfe,  and  on¬ 
ly  reports  rais’d  with  a  defign  to  make  them  ungar- 
rifon  Cambray,  or  fome  other  inland  towns.  They  were 
likewife  fo  very  much  alarmed  at  the  enterprise  on 
Cambray  the  year  before,  that  all  the  King’s  reafon- 
ings  could  not  prevail  over  their  fears,  fo  great  was 
their  prepoffeffion  that  the  Cardinal  ftill  had  the  fame 
views  on  that  place,  and  that  nothing  could  make  him  al-. 
ter  his  defign,  whatever  engagement  he  might  be  under 
to  Cromwell,  unlefs  the  place  were  fo  well  provided  as 
to  make  him  defpair  of  fuccefs. 
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This  opinion  and  many  arguments  more  plaufible  than  An.  >658. 

rational  made  them  believe  Dunkerque  would  be  in  no - — * 

danger  this  year.  So  they  negledted  to  put  a  good  gar- 
rifon  in  it  or  the  ammunition  that  was  neceffary;  and 
diftribudng  at  the  fame  time  the  greatefl:  part  of  their 
infantry  into  Aire  and  S.  Omer,  on  the  frontiers  ofHay- 
nault;  and  reinforcing  the  garrifon  of  Cambray  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  they  overlook’d 
Dunkerque  to  that  degree,  that  they  even  left  un- 
perfedled  two  forts  with  four  baftions  each,  which 
they  had  begun  on  the  canal  between  Bergue  and  that 
town,  which  might  have  render’d  the  fiege  of  it  much 
more  difficult,  feeing  the  enemy  mud  have  been  oblig¬ 
ed  to  take  one  of  chofe  two  forts  before  they  could  lay 
fiege  to  the  place  in  form. 

One  cannot  forbear  making  this  remark,  that  of  all  the 
fortifications  of  this  kind,  or  intrenchments  made  by  the 
Spaniards  for  defence  of  rivers,  they  were  never  feen 
to  reap  any  benefit  by  them  ;  either  becaufe  they  never 
compleated  them  in  time,  or  had  not  hands  enough 
to  defend  them,  or  elfe  the  French  by  unforefeen  marches, 
came  and  attack’d  them  in  flank,  as  hath  been  related  in 
the  year  1655.  It  is  indeed  a  very  difficult  thing  to  make 
in  that  country  any  fuch  works  as  may  afford  much 
advantage :  for  the  Army  which  is  fuperior  and  mafter 
of  the  field,  will  always,  with  a  little  patience,  find 
means  to  force  the  pa  fifes,  or  enter  by  fome  other 
place  into  the  enemy’s  country;  from  whence  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  a  General  ought  not  to  place  his  whole  con¬ 
fidence  in  fuch  like  precautions,  tho’  there  are  occafi- 
ons  where  they  may  be  neceffary. 

The  French,  according  to  their  cuftom,  were  firfl 
in  the  field  this  year,  and  in  their  march  to  Dunkerque, 
made  prifoners  of  war  the  Duke  of  Glocefter’s  regi¬ 
ment  in  Caffel,  whither  it  had  been  imprudently  fent 
(the  place  being  no  way  defenfible)  by  M.  de  Baffe- 
cour,  Marfhal  de  Bataille,  who  commanded  ail  the 
troops  thereabouts.  He  at  the  fame  time  order’d  the 
Duke  of  York’s  regiment  of  foot  of  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  men,  with  fome  other  thin  regiments,  and  fome 
cavalry  which  were  in  quarters  at  Hondfcotte,  to  go 
and  throw  themfelves  into  S,  Omer,  which  he  believed 
the  enemy  intended  to  befiege :  but  when  by  their  march 
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An.  1658  he  found  their  defign  was  on  Dunkerque,  he  drove,  but 

• - too  late ,  to  throw  fuccours  into  that  place  ;  all  he 

could  do,  was  to  get  in  himfelf  with  a  few  horfe. 

The  Marquis  de  Lede,  Governor  of  the  place,  threw 
himfelf  into  it  much  about  the  fame  time,  with  a  world 
of  difficulty :  he  had  been  at  Bruffels  to  follicit  fuccours 
of  men  and  ammunition,  and  he  was  yet  there  when 
firft  he  heard  the  news  of  the  French  marching  to  Dun¬ 
kerque.  And  now  the  troops  which  were  at  Nieuport, 
Furnes  and  Dixmuyde  (for  which  places  the  Spaniards 
had  been  in  fear,  without  any  reafon)  were  order’d  to 
march  to  Dunkerque,  except  the  Kink  of  England’s  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot,  of  about  four  hundred Mpen,  which  was 
at  Dixmuyde:  but  they  could  not  get  intoThe  place, 
it  being  by  this  time  block’d  up,  and  the  Marquis  de 
Lede  found  himfelf  befieged  therein:  its  drength  lay 
in  its  large  out-works  winch  were  only  of  earth  and  ea- 
fy  to  approach:  the  garrifon  was  no  ways  proportio¬ 
nable  to  the  vad  extent  of  ground  it  was  to  defend : 
it  confided  but  of  a  thoufand  foot  and  eight  hundred 
horfe  :  there  was  but  a  very  little  powder  or  other  {lores. 
The  certain  news  of  this  fiege  being  carried  to  Bruffels 
about  the  end  of  May,  did  not  a  little  ftun  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  efpecially  when  they  found  there  was  no  hopes 
of  throwing  any  relief  into  the  place  by  Sea,  the  Englifli 
Fleet  commanded  by  General  Montaigne  having  fhut 
up  the  entrance  of  the  Port.  The  only  means  remain¬ 
ing  to  fave  this  town,  was  to  draw  the  Army  together : 
for  this  end  it  was  refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  where¬ 
in  affided  all  the  General  Officers,  that  the  general  ren¬ 
dezvous  ffiould  be  at  Ypres.  Orders  were  fent  to  all 
the  troops  to  haden  thither:  and  the  feventh  of  June 
the  Army  and  the  Generals  were  there.  On  the  ninth 
they  encamp’d  at  Nieuport,  the  next  day  between  O- 
dekerk  and  Furnes,  where  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  ar¬ 
rived  :  he  was  newly  come  from  France  thro’  Hedin. 
This  town  after  the  Governor’s  death  had  revolted  at 
the  indigation  of  the  King’s  Lieutenant  and  his  brother- 
in-law  :  they  had  called  the  Spaniards  to  their  affidance, 
and  agreed  to  deliver  up  the  place  to  them,  in  confi- 
deration  of  a  certain  fum,  which  was  paid  them,  and  the 
Spaniards  took  poffeffion  of  it.  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt 
had  for  a  long  time  held  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
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the  King’s  Lieutenant  on  account  of  the  defign  he  had  An.  1658. 
formed  to  revolt,  and  to  draw  over  to  him  moft  of  the  -  ' 

gentry  and  populace  of  the  Vexin  and  the  lower  Nor¬ 
mandy  :  but  thefe  plots  were  difcovered  before  he  could 
bring  them  to  bear ;  fuch,  for  the  moft  part,  is  the  fate 
of  enterprifes  of  this  kind:  he  was  forced  to  feek  his 
fafety  in  flight,  and  there,  whither  he  fled,  he  met  his 
death.  It  is  believed  that  if  this  campaign  had  not  gone 
fo  crofs  with  the  Spaniards,  there  would  have  been  an 
infurredtion  in  thofe  parts. 

To  return  to  the  motions  of  the  Spanifh  Army ;  it 
was  refolved  on  the  eleventh  in  a  council  of  war, 
in  which  were  prefent  Don  John,  the  Prince  of  Con- 
de,  the  Marquis  de  Caracena,  the  Marfhal  d’Hocquin- 
court,  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  (Don  Stephen  de  Gamara 
and  the  Duke  of  York  by  fome  accident  not  being 
there)  that  on  the  thirteenth  they  fhould  march  to  the 
downs  (fandhills)  about  Dunkerque  with  the  whole  Army 
as  near  as  poffibly  they  could  to  the  enemy’s  lines;  there 
to  incamp,  in  order  to  attack  them  when  opportunity 
offered ;  that  on  the  twelfth  all  the  General  Officers 
fhould  march  with  two  thoufand  detach’d  fbldiers  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  ground,  and  mark  out  the  camp. 

But  before  we  proceed  further  in  this  narrative,  it  is  re- 
quiflte  to  relate  what  paffed  in  the  council  of  war,  be- 
caufe  moft:  of  thofe  who  were  at  it  have  endeavoured 
to  clear  themfelves,  denying  that  they  either  gave  the 
advice  which  was  put  in  execution,  or  confented  to  the 
refolution  which  was  there  taken.  The  Duke  of  York 
had  what  follows  from  a  perfbn  who  was  of  this  coun¬ 
cil,  and  who  as  well  as  the  reft,  was  defirous  to  unde¬ 
ceive  fuch  as  might  believe  he  was  one  that  confented 
thereto.  When  all  the  General  Officers  had  taken  theit 
feats,  Don  John  opened  to  them  the  occaflon  of  his  call¬ 
ing  them  together,  which  was  to  confult  about  means  to 
relieve  Dunkerque.  He  reprefented  to  them  the  condition 
of  the  place,  and  the  neceffity  of  making  the  enemy  raife 
the  flege  forthwith ;  and  having  enlarged  upon  thefe  two 
heads,  he  propofed  marching  the  Army  to  Zudcote,  and 
incamping  in  the  downs  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  ene¬ 
my  ,  in  order  to  watch  a  fit  opporunity  of  attacking 
them  to  advantage.  This  propofal  was  followed  with  a 
long  ftience ;  and  no  body  rifing  up  to  oppofe  it,  Don 
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An.  1658  John  faid:  “Since  I  fee  you  approve  of  what  I  have 
~  “  propofed,  let  us  now  confult  about  the  manner  how 
“  and  the  time  when  we  fhall  march  thither.”  After¬ 
wards  it  was  refolved  to  go  the  day  following  and  re¬ 
connoitre  the  lines  and  the  ground  whereon  to  encamp. 

The  Generals  were  fent  the  twelfth,  as  had  been  con¬ 
cluded  on,  with  four  thoufand  horfe,  and  fome  detach¬ 
ed  foot  to  reconnoitre  the  lines  of  the  befiegers,  and  to 
pitch  upon  the  ground  for  incamping  the  Army.  We 
halted  at  Zudcote  to  mark  out  the  camp :  then  the  Duke 
of  York,  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  and  Don  Stephen  de 
Gamara  croffed  the  downs  with  fome  cavalry  as  far  as 
the  Sea-fhore,  while  M.  de  Boutteville  went  with  the 
Croatians  along  the  high-road  between  the  downs  and 
the  meadows,  advancing  fo  near  the  enemy’s  guard  of 
cavalry  that  they  skirmifhed  with  them,  and  obliged 
them  to  give  ground,  whereby  they  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  reconnoitre  their  lines. 

As  he  was  returning  to  make  his  report  to  the  Gene¬ 
rals,  he  met  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt  who  earneftly  de- 
fir’d  him  to  return  once  more,  and  charge  the  enemy’s 
guard  of  cavalry.  In  vain  did  M.  de  Boutteville  tell 
him  that  he  had  made  all  the  obfervations  that  could 
be  defired;  that  he  had  even  brought  away  with  him 
fome  prifoners  taken  in  the  downs :  all  he  could  fay 
had  no  effedt  on  the  Marfhal ;  he  infilled  fo  ftrong- 
ly  on  the  thing  that  Boutteville  could  not  refufe  him. 
This  obllinacy  not  only  expofed  him  to  danger,  but 
drew  all  the  General  Officers  a  great  dillance  from  their 
troops  -y  for  the  Prince  of  Conde,  feeing  him  go  to  the 
lines,  followed  him  •  Don  John  underftanding  that  the 
Prince  was  marching  thither,  did  the  fame,  and  the 
Duke  of  York,  tho’  he  had  with  the  Marquis  de  Ca¬ 
racena  made  all  the  obfervations  that  could  be  made, 
upon  his  being  told  that  thefe  Gentlemen  were  going 
to  the  lines,  gallop’d  after  them,  and  came  up  juft  as  M. 
d’Hocquincourt  was  pufhing  the  enemy’s  advanced  guard, 
and  making  them  give  ground.  It  was  in  this  adtion 
that  Henry  Jermin  on  the  fide  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
Marquis  de  Blanquefort  (M  de  Turenne’s  Nephew,  now 
Earl  of  Feverfham )  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  were 
both  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Marfhal  d’Hocquincourt 
Was  advanced  within  musket-fhot  of  a  redoubt,  when  the 

enemy 
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enemy  appeared  on  an  eminence  a  little  on  this  fide  of  An.  1658.’ 
their  lines ;  and  in  the  very  moment  that  the  Duke  of  ■ 

York  join’d  him,  a  musket-ball  from  that  redoubt  ftruck 
him  in  the  belly  and  killed  him  on  the  fpot.  V/e  retir¬ 
ed,  the  enemy  advanced,  and  the  Prince  of  Conde  not 
being  fure  of  being  able  to  carry  off  the  body,  made  hafte 
to  take  out  the  papers  that  were  in  his  pocket.  A  Gentle¬ 
man  of  the  Marfhal’s  defired  the  Duke  to  face  about  to 
the  enemy  and  thereby  enable  him  to  carry  off  his 
mailer’s  body :  the  Duke  did  fo,  and  made  head  againft 
the  enemy  ■  the  body  was  carried  off  with  great  trouble 
and  difficulty :  the  enemy  might  have  hindred  it,  if  they 
had  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft;  and  all  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Officers  would  have  run  a  great  risk  of  being 
made  prifoners.  They  had  no  body  with  them  but  the 
Croatians  who  were  incapable  of  fupporting  a  very  brisk 
charge,  and  they  were  above  a  mile  from  the  main 
body  of  their  troops.  The  Marquis  de  Caracena  came 
with  three  troops  of  guards  to  fuccour  them :  but  the 
danger  was  over:  he  blamed  them  for  their  rafhnefs  in 
expoiing  themfelves.  We  returned  to  the  Army,  but 
fo  ftunned  with  the  misfortune  which  had  befallen  Mar- 
fhal  d’Hocquin  court,  that  without  thinking  any  more  of 
reconnoitring  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  even  without  fo 
much  as  fpeaking  of  the  manner  how  we  fhould  attack 
them,  we  retired  by  the  way  of  Fumes. 

The  next  day  the  Army  march’d  to  the  place  ap¬ 
pointed  for  their  incampment.  Their  right  was  towards 
the  Sea,  their  left  along  the  canal  of  Furnes ;  the  in¬ 
fantry  made  a  line  before  the  cavalry  which  extended 
from  thofe  downs  or  fand-hills  which  v/ere  neareif  the 
Sea  to  the  ditches  which  run  along  the  canal.  The 
cavalry  was  on  two  lines  behind  the  infantry  •  the  bag¬ 
gage  was  left  at  Furnes,  the  artillery  was  not  yet  arrived, 
nor  all  the  tools  for  breaking  ground ;  fcarce  was  there 
powder  fufficient  for  their  infantry  j  thus  unprovided  of 
whatever  was  moil  neceffary  for  a  battle,  we  incamp’d 
at  lefs  than  twice  the  diftance  of  a  canon-fhot  from 
the  enemy’s  lines. 

The  van  of  the  Army  arrived  in  the  camp  about 
eleven  in  the  morning.  We  were  afterwards  informed 
that  it  was  night  before  M.  de  Turenne  could  believe 
that  die  Spaniards  fo  much  as  defigned  to  come  and  in- 
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An.  1 658.  camp  there;  but  at  laft  a  prifoner  was  brought  to 

- - him  who  convinced  him  that  they  were  a&ually  there, 

upon  which  without  a  moment’s  hefitation,  or  confut¬ 
ing  any  body,  he  refolved  to  march  the  next  morning 
and  fight  them.  He  fent  orders  to  his  troops  to  hold 
themfelves  ready,  and  to  the  Englifh  who  were  at  Mar- 
dike  to  come  and  join  him.  They  marched  all  night, 
as  having  a  large  compafs  to  fetch,  and  arrived  at  break 
of  day  at  the  place  which  had  been  appointed  them. 

While  the  French  were  preparing  in  good  earneft  to 
give  battle,  the  Spaniards  were  as  quiet  in  their  camp 
as  if  they  had  been  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  e- 
nemy.  No  body  was  forbid  forraging  in  the  evening, 
as  is  the  cuftom  till  the  General’s  pleafureis  made  known; 
and  the  General  Officers  fo  litde  fufpecled  the  enemy’s  de- 
ftgn,  or  fo  very  much  affedled  not  to  fear  them,  that  the 
Duke  of  York  being  at  fupper  that  evening  with  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Caracena,  and  expreffing  his  diflike  of  their  man¬ 
ner  of  encamping  without  lines  or  the  leaf!  thing  to  co¬ 
ver  them,  and  his  fix’d  belief  that 'if  the  French  did  not 
attack  them  that  night,  they  would  infallibly  give  them 
ba  tie  next  morning;  the  Marquis- and  Don  Stephen  de 
Gamara  anfwered,  that  it  zr/as  what  tbtv  defired ;  to  which 
the  Duke  replied,  that  he  was  fo  well  acquainted  with 
Ad.  de  Turenne ,  he  could  promfe  them  they  Jhould  be  gra¬ 
tified  in  their  defire.  Accordingly  the  next  morning  about 
five,  the  advanced  guard  came  with  an  account  that  they 
had  feen  foine  cavalry  march  out  of  the  enemy’s  lines, 
and  fuppofed  them  to  be  coming  to  attack  the  Army. 
It  was  forthwith  ordered  to  arms,  and  the  Generals  went 
to  take  a  view  of  the  enemy.  The  Duke  of  York  got  the  firffc 
to  the  advanced  guard,  and  having  pufhed  as  far  as  the 
Vedettes  (horfe-centry)  he  faw  plainly  and  difhindtly  that 
the  enemy’s  Army  was  marching  out  of  their  lines  : 
their  cavalry  with  four  field-pieces  advanced  along  the 
high- way  between  the  downs  and  the  meadows;  the 
French  foot  marched  on  the  left,  having  levelled  feme 
parts  of  their  line  as  much  as  was  necefifary  for  a  batta¬ 
lion  to  march  out  in  front;  and  farther  on  the  left 
near  the  Sea  advanced  the  Englifh ,  whom  the  Duke 
knew  by  their  red  cloathing.  He  forthwith  returned  to 
inform  the  Generals  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  and  be¬ 
fore  he  reached  the  camp,  he  met  Don  John,  who  asked 
him  what  might  be  the  defign  of  the  French,  the  Dtjke 
/  '  anfwered 
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Snfwered  him ,  that  they  were  preparing  to  give  battle.  An 
Don  John  faid,  he  could  not  believe  any  fuch  thing,  and 
that  they  only  meant  to  carry  off  the  advanced  guard. 
The  Duke  allured  him  that  it  was  not  the  cuftom  of 
the  French  to  march  with  lb  large  a  body  of  infantry 
confifting  of  the  French  guards  and  Swiffers,  the  regi¬ 
ments  of  Picardy  and  Turenne  whom  he  knew  by  their 
colours  as  well  as  the  Englifh  by  their  red  cloaths  and 
with  fo  large  a  body  of  cavalry  and  artillery  at  their 
head,  purely  to  force  a  grand  guard.  The  Prince  of 
Conde  coming  up  the  fame  inftant,  related  to  Don 
John  the  fame  particulars  that  the  Duke  of  York  had  done, 
and  feeing  the  Duke  of  Glocefter  there,  he  asked  him 
whether  he  had  ever  been  in  a  battle  ;  the  Duke  anfwer- 
ing  be  had  not ,  then  faid  the  Prince,  in  half  an  hour's  time 
you  will  fee  how  we  jhall  lofe  one.  We  could  now  no 
longer  doubt  of  the  enemy’s  defign :  all  the  General  Of¬ 
ficers  repaired  each  to  his  poll  to  fight  them  juft  where 
we  were,  having  the  advantage  of  the  ground,  which  we 
had  loft  if  we  had  advanced  any  further. 

The  infantry,  to  the  number  of  about  fix  thoufand 
men,  divided  into  fifteen  battalions,  were  all  on  one 
line,  except  two  regiments.  It  extended  itfelf  from  a 
high  fand-hill  near  the  Sea  quite  crofs  the  other  fand-* 
hills  as  far  as  the  meadows  which  are  clofe  by  the  canal 
of  Furnes.  The  native  Spaniards  had  the  right  of  the 
whole :  Don  Gafpard  Boniface’s  regiment  was  polled  on 
the  higheft  fand-hill  near  the  Sea;  that  of  Don  Fran¬ 
cis  de  Menefes  which  was  behind,  faced  the  Sea,  to  hin¬ 
der  the  enemy  from  attacking  them  in  flank :  on  Boni¬ 
face’s  left  was  the  regiment  of  Don  Diego  de  Gomez 
then  commanded  by  Don  Antonio  de  Cordova:  on  his 
left  followed  the  regiments  of  Seralvo,  thofe  of  the 
King  of  England  and  Lord  Bjiftol  which  made  but  one 
battalion;  then  that  of  the  Duke  of  York  commanded 
by  Muskery.  There  were  behind  thefe  two  battalions  the 
regiments  of  Richard  Grace  and  Lord  Willoughby 
making  but  one  battalion,  which  ferved  for  a  referve  : 
on  the  left  of  York’s  regiment  were  three  Walloon  re¬ 
giments,  a  German  battalion  confifting  of  four  regi¬ 
ments,  and  on  the  laft  fand-hill  towards  the  canal  of  Fur¬ 
nes  followed  the  German  regiment  of  Guilau  and  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  firft  regiment  of  iofantry;  and  the- 
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y>n.  i658.others  which  made  up  three  battalions  were  ranged  be- 

- - tween  the  ■  downs  and  the  canal,  in  the  meadows  on  the 

fide  towards  the  high-way.  All  the  infantry  which  was 
polled  on  the  fand-hills  had  a  great  advantage,  in  that 
the  enemy  could  not  come  at  them  but  by  afcending 
thofe  fand-hills  with  a  great  deal  of  fatigue;  of  eight 
thoufand  horfe  which  fhould  have  been  there,  there  was 
above  half  a  forraging  which  did  not  return  till  after 
the  defeat.  The  Spanifh  cavalry  was  on  two  lines  behind 
the  infantry  among  the  fand-hills;  that  of  the  Prince 
of  Conde  was  behind  his  infantry  between  the  fand-hills 
and  meadows :  as  there  were  feveral  places  where  there 
could  not  be  drawn  up  above  three  or  four  fquadrons 
in  front,  I  cannot  fay  precifely  in  how  many  lines  it 
was  ranged,  and  in  this  pofture  it  was  that  we  waited 
for  the  enemy. 

Their  infantry  was  on  two  lines  of  feven  battalions 
each ;  the  firft  commanded  by  M.  de  Gadagne  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General,  was  compofed  of  a  battalion  of  French 
guards  which  had  the  right,  and  marched  along  the 
downs  on  the  lide  towards  the  high-way ;  then  a  battalion 
of  Svvifs  guards  inarching  on  the  fand-hills ;  then  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Picardy  and  that  of  T'urenne  which  was  the 
laft  of  the  French  troops  of  this  line,  which  line  was  ter¬ 
minated  by  three  Engiifh  regiments,  the  laft  of  which 
extended  it  felf  to  the  downs  next  the  Sea,  and  before 
each  battalion  of  this  fir  ft  line  marched  the  forlorn 
hope. 

There  were  five  or  fix  fquadrons  between  the  two 
lines  of  this  infantry  and  their  right  wing  confifting  of 
as  many  fquadrons  as  the  ground  could  contain,  march¬ 
ed  along  the  high-way  where  the  downs  ended,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Marquis  de  Crequi  Lieutenant-General, 
and  in  a  great  many  places  there  were  not  above  three 
or  four  fquadrons  in  front:  four  pieces  of  canon,  as 
hath  been  already  faid,  were  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry 
of  the  right.  The  left  wing  of  their  cavalry  command- 
ded  by  M.  de  Caftelnau,  marched  along  by  the  Sea, 
with  two  field-pieces;  and  feveral  light  frigaces  of  the 
Engiifh  fleet  approaching  as  near  the  coaft  as  the  tide 
wou’d  permit,  made  an  inceffant  fire  from  their  canon 
on  fuch  of  the  Spanifh  troops  as  they  could  defcry  on 
the  fand-hills. 


The 
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.  The  Englifh  commanded  by  Major-General  Morgan,  An.  1658. 

began  the  attack ;  General  Lockart  being  with  M.de  Ca- - - 

ftelnau,  at  the  head  of  the  left  wing.  A  little  before 
they  charged,  Don  John  fent  to  defire  the  Duke  of  York 
to  go  to  the  right,  and  take  particular  care  of  a  place 
whither  he  faw  the  Englifh  advancing-  he  accordingly 
marched  thither,  and  took  with  him,  out  of  the  troops 
of  the  middle  of  the  line  where  he  was,  only  his 
troop  of  guards,  and  a  hundred  detached  men  from 
the  regiment  next  him,  with  two  Captains  and  fome  Sub¬ 
alterns  to  reinforce  the  native  Spaniards.  He  polled 
them  near  Boniface,  where  he  judged  the  main  pu fit 
would  be  made :  he  thought  it  iiicewife  of  the  greater 
confequence  to  maintain  that  poll,  inafmuch  as  it  was 
not  only  the  higheft  land-hill,  but  the  moll  advanced  of 
any  other,  and  commanded  all  the  adjacent  ones.  This 
was  all  the  Duke  was  able  to  do  before  the  Englifh 
made  the  onfet :  they  advanced  with  a  great  deal  of 
confident  courage,  but  with  fo  much  heat  that  they  left 
the  French  a  good  way  behind,  and  might  have  paid 
dearly  for  their  temerity,  if  a  right  ufe  had  been  made 
of  their  imprudence:  but  thofe  who  might  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  fault,  whether  they  did  not  take  no¬ 
tice  of  it,  or  had  fome  reafon  bell  known  to  themfelves, 
they  fent  no  cavalry  to  take  them  in  flank,  and  fo 
let  the  opportunity  flip  out  of  their  hands.  It  was 
Lockhart’s  regiment  which  charged  Boniface’s  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  Fenwick  who  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  it  be¬ 
ing  got  to  the  foot  of  the  fand-hill,  and  finding  it  very 
lleep,  made  a  halt  to  give  his  troops  time  to  breath,  in 
order  to  afeend  afterwards  with  more  vigour.  While 
they  were  thus  preparing  themfelves,  their  forlorn-  hope 
opening  to  the  right  and  left,  to  make  room  for 
them  to  mount  the  fand-hill,  made  an  un-intermk- 
ted  fire  upon  Boniface ;  and  the  moment  that  the 
regiment  moved  to  the  attack,  they  gave  a  great  flaout. 

Though  the  Lieutenant- Colonel  received  immediate¬ 
ly  a  musket-flaot  through  the  Body,  which  made  him 
drop,  yet  the  Major,  one  Hinton,  led  on  the  battalion, 
which  made  no  flop  till  they  were  within  a  pike’s 
length ;  and\  notwithllanding  the  vigorous  refillance  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  the  advantage  of  the  upper  ground, 
and  were  frefli,  whereas  the  Englilh  were  fatigued  and 
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6:58.  a]  mo  ft  out  of  breath  with  climbing  the  fand-hilis,  Bo-^ 

- - niface  was  driven  down,  leaving  on  the  fpot  feven  Cap¬ 
tains,  out  of  eleven  which  he  had ;  as  alfo  Slaughter  and 
Fare),  the  two  Captains  of  the  detachment  wjpich  the 
Duke  of  York  had  joined  to  that  regiment,  and  feveral 
reform’d  Officers,  moil  of  them  pike-men.  The  En- 
gliih,  befides  their  Lieutenant-Colonel,  loft  a  good  ma¬ 
ny  Officers  and  foldiers.  After  they  had  refted  them- 
felves  a  little,  they  moved  down  the  fand-hill  ■  which 
being  obferved  by  the  Duke  of  York  he  went  to  charge 
them  with  his  own  guards  and  thole  of  Don  John;  but 
being  got  within  a  pike’s  length,  he  found  that  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  ground  was  fuch,  that  he  could  not  break 
them  without  extreme  difficulty.  He  neverthelels  try’d 
his  fortune,  but  without  fuccefs,  he  was  repulfed:  all 
thole  who  were  at  the  head  of  his  troop,  were  ei¬ 
ther  killed  or  wounded;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
goodnefs  of  his  armour  which  laved  him,  he  had  been 
left  dead  on  the  place.  The  Officers  of  his  troop 
had  better  fortune  than  thofe  of  Don  John’s ;  except 
Berkley,  who  was  Captain  of  the  former,  no  Officer 
of  it  was  wounded.  The  Count  de  Colmenero ,  who 
wals  Captain  of  the  latter,  was  the  only  Officer  that  got 
clear  of  the  affair  without  any  accident;  all  the  other 
Officers  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  guards 
fo  roughly  handled,  that  the  Duke  could  never  make 
them  rally  again.  He  got  together  forty  of  his  own 
men ,  who  where  ftill  in  a  condition  to  fight :  with 
rhefe  he  marched  to  Boniface’s  regiment,  where  Don 
John  and  afterwards  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  rally  the  fugitives;  but  not  being  able  to 
do  it,  they  were  retired.  When  the  Duke  was  got  to 
this  regiment,  his  firft  efforts  were  ineffectual  towards 
flopping  it.  He  efpied  one  Elvidge,  a  Lieutenant  of 
the  King  of  England’s  regiment,  who  was  of  the  En- 
gliffi  detachment  with  which  Boniface  had  been  rein¬ 
forced.  He  asked  him  what  was  become  of  his  Cap¬ 
tain  ;  he  anfwered,  he  was  killed  together  with  moft  of 
his  foldiers,  and  that  himfelf  was  the  only  Officer  that 
remained  unwounded.  The  Duke  order’d  him  to  ftay 
with  him,  and  affemble  his  foldiers.  He  called  out  a- 
loud  to  tell  them  the  Duke  was  there.  All  that  w'ere 
within  hearing  came  and  joined  him.  The  Duke  at  the 
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he  called  him,  and  faid  to  him,  that  his  foldiers  ought  to - - 

follow  the  example  of  that  handful  of  Englifhmen  he  faw 
there,  and  that  it  was  bafe  in  the  Spaniards  to  run  away 
while  the  others  kept  their  ground.  This  reproach  llopt 
them,  and  they  preiently  got  into  order.  The  Marquis 
de  Caracena  arriving  in  this  interim  asked  the  Duke  of 
York  why  he  did  not  charge  the  enemy  with  his  cavalry  ; 
he  replied ,  he  had  done  it  already,  but  had  been  beat. 

He  added,  that  the  enemy  in  their  prelent  pollute,  could 
not  poffibly  be  attacked,  and  lliewed  him  at  the  fame 
time  from  behind  an  adjoining  fand-hill,  that  what  he  faid 
was  right. 

The  Marquis  thereupon  retiring,  Lockhart’s  regi¬ 
ment  advanced,  not  indeed  diredtly,  but  by  fetching  a 
compafs  on  the  left,  and  we  loft  fight  of  him,  by  reafon 
of  the  unevennefs  of  the  ground  and  an  intervening  fand- 
hill  :  but  fcarce  had  the  Duke  reaffembled  Boniface’s  re¬ 
giment,  and  the  few  horfe  which  were  left  him,  but  the 
Englifti  battalion  appeared  on  the  fame  line  with  the 
Spaniards  on  their  right,  and  there  was  but  one  fand- 
hill  between  them.  The  Duke  faced  to  the  Sea;  and 
marching  at  the  head  of  his  infantry,  he  law  as  he  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  top  of  a  fand-hill  that  the  Englilli  were 
coming  up  on  the  other  fide  of  it.  The  Duke  imme¬ 
diately  order’d  the  Major  of  Boniface's  regiment  to  charge 
them  in  front,  while  he  with  his  forty  guards  attacked 
them  in  flank;  which  he  did  fo  briskly  that  he  enter’d 
the  battallion,  did  a  great  deal  of  execution  among  them 
and  drove  them  to  the  laft  fand-hill  on  the  Sea-ftiore. 

Boniface’s  battalion,  tho’  they  faw  the  Englifti  broken, 
did  not  charge  them,  but  difcovering  from  the  top  of 
a  fandhill  that  the  whole  Army  was  routed,  turn’d  their 
backs  and  fled  as  fall:  as  they  could,  however,  very  few 
of  them  efcaped. 

It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that  when  the  Englifti  bat¬ 
talion  was  broke,  not  a  man  of  ’em  ask’d  quarter  or 
threw  down  his  arms;  each  defended  himfelf  to  the 
laft,  and  we  were  in  as  great  danger  from  the  but-ends 
of  their  muskets,  as  we  had  been  from  their  fire.  A 
loldier  aim’d  a  blow  at  the  Duke  of  York,  and  had  in¬ 
fallibly  knock’d  him  down,  if  he  had  not  broke  the  force 
of  it,  giving  him  a  cut  on  the  face  with  his  fword  which 

K  k  4.  laid 


504  M  E  M  0  I  R  S  of  the 

An.  1658. laid  him  on  the  ground.  His  brother  the  Duke  of  Glo- 
y — —  cefter  who  had  followed  and  feconded  him  throughout 
the  whole  fight  with  a  bravery  worthy  of  his  anceftors, 
having  by  fome  accident  which  I  have  now  forgot,  dropt 
his  fword  out  of  his  hand,  a  certain  Gentleman  whofe 
name  was  Villeneuve,  the  Prince  de  Ligne’s  Gentleman 
of  the  horfe,  who  was  by  him,  feeing  the  fword  fall, 
forthwith  difmounted,  took  it  up  and  gave  it  the  Duke, 
who,  with  his  piftol  in  his  hand,  defended  him  till  he 
was  got  on  his  horfe  again:  but  immediately  afterwards 
this  poor  Gentleman  received  a  musket-fhot  through  the 
body;  he  was  carried  out  of  the  throng,  and  had  the 
good  fortune  to  recover  of  this  wound. 

A  French  fquadron  being  enter’d  into  the  downs  while 
the  Duke  of  York  was  charging  the  Englifh,  he  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  retire  forthwith :  they  were  going  to 
take  him  in  flank,  and  had  infallibly  cut  off  his  retreat 
had  not  the  Prince  de  Ligne  juft  then  charg’d  them. 
He  did  not  indeed  rout  them;  but  having  ftop’d  their 
progrefs,  the  Duke  of  York’s  retreat  was  thereby  facili¬ 
tated,  and  afterwards  the  Prince  de  Ligne  retired  him¬ 
felf. 

Boniface’s  regiment  was  not  alone  unfortunate :  all  the 
other  regiments  of  native  Spaniards  found  themfelves  in- 
clofed  by  the  cavalry.  The  Englifh  did  not  march  di¬ 
rectly  to  them  and  charge  them  as  they  fhould  have 
done.  Two  of  the  Englifh  regiments  feeing  the  refift- 
ance  which  Boniface  made,  contented  themfelves  with 
marching  on  the  flank,  and  with  firing  as  they  paf- 
fed  on  in  their  march  up  the  fame  i and- hill  which 
Lockhart’s  regiment  had  mounted,  on  the  other  native 
Spaniards. 

While  tbefe  things  were  doing  on  the  right,  along 
the  Sea  fide,  the  left  wing  was  no  lefs  roughly  handled. 
The  four  field- pieces  which  the  enemy  had  brought  up 
by  the  high-way  did  terrible  execution  both  on  the  horfe 
and  foot.  The  French  guards  and  the  Crown-regiment 
which  was  commanded  by  M.  de  Montgomery  were 
drawn  out  of  the  fecond  line  by  M.  de  Turenne,  placed 
on  the  right  of  the  guards  in  the  meadow,  and  attack¬ 
ed  three  Small  battalions  of  Spaniards  between  the  fand- 
hills  and  the  canal,  who  after  a  finall  refiftance, 
fled.  The  French  cavalry,  not  to  let  this  difarder  go 
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large  a  front  as  the  ground  would  permit ,  being  con-  - - - 

dudled  by  the  Marquis  de  Crequi  ;  but  the  Prince 
of  Conde’s  horfe  came  and  charged  them  fo  vigoroufly, 
that  they  were  forc’d  to  retire  behind  the  infantry,  who 
advancing  in  good  order,  hindered  the  Prince  from  puffi- 
ing  this  advantage  farther.  The  enemy  were  thus  beat 
back  no  lefs  than  three  times;  but  there  was  a  necef- 
fity  at  laft  to  give  way,  becaufe  the  French  cavalry  was 
fupported  by  their  infantry,  and  that  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde  had  abandon’d  his.  The  Prince  retired  after  hav¬ 
ing  done  all  could  poffibly  be  done  by  him  both  as 
a  General  and  a  Soldier,  infomuch  that  in  the  third  at¬ 
tack  he  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  taken. 

As  for  what  paffed  on  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  right 
among  the  fand  hills  that  were  between  him  and  the  native 
Spaniards,  Guifcard’s  regiment  did  not  keep  their  poft  to 
fuftain  the  attack  of  the  Swifs,  they  difcharged  their 
pieces  while  the  enemy  where  at  too  great  a  diftance. 

A  part  of  them  betook  themfelves  to  flight,  and  the  four 
battalions  which  were  next  them  did  the  fame  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  enemies  nearer  approach.  This  infamous 
piece  of  cowardice,  and  Boniface’s  defeat,  {truck  fuch 
a  terror  into  the  cavalry  which  was  behind,  that  the 
greater  part  ran  away  without  once  feeing  the  enemy ;  the 
Officers  in  vain  endeavour’d  to  {top  ’em  :  but  thofe  few 
who  ftood  their  ground  difcharged  their  duty  with  great 
bravery,  as  will  be  fhewn  in  its  place. 

The  regiment  which  followed  the  three  abovemen- 
tioned,  was  that  of  the  Duke  of  York:  it  maintain’d 
its  poft  fomewhat  longer  than  its  neighbours  on  the 
left;  but  a  voice  being  heard  from  behind,  that  the 
infantry  fhould  make  the  beft  of  their  way  off,  this  bat¬ 
talion  broke  its  ranks,  the  foldiers  forfook  their  Officers, 
and  took  to  their  heels.  Colonel  Grace  feeing  this  dif- 
order,  thought  it  concerned  him  to  think  how  to  fave 
Iris  regiment;  he  faced  about,  retired  in  three  divi- 
fions,  and  thus  keeping  his  men  in  good  order,  he  had 
the  good  luck  to  reach  the  canal  of  Furnes,  along  which, 
he  made  his  retreat,  without  lofing  a  Angle  man:  but 
the  regiment  of  York  had  a  very  different  fate;  tho’ 

M.  de  S.  Roch  with  his  regiment  of  cavalry,  had  charg¬ 
ed  and  beat  the  Cardinal’s  Gendarmes,  killing  with  his 
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An.  1658  own  hand  Du  Bourg  who  commanded  them,  thofe  who 
— .  fhould  have  fupported  him  having  abandon'd  him,  and 
feeing  other  fquadrons  coming  to  charge  him,  he  was 
forced  to  retire  as  well  as  he  could.  The  cavalry  who 
purfued  him,  foon  after  came  up  with  York’s  regiment, 
of  which  not  a  tingle  man  efcaped,  except  my  Lord 
Muskery  who  commanded  it.  Much  about  the  fame 
time,  .  Michel  an  old  German  Colonel  of  horfe  with 
his  Iquadron  charged  Turenne’s  battalion,  but  could 
make  no  impreffion  upon  it;  it  fuftained  his  attacks 
with  fo  much  order  and  firmnefs,  that  Michel  was  kill¬ 
ed  with  moft  of  his  Officers,  and  his  regiment  repulf- 
ed,  without  any  other  lofs  on  the  fide  of  that  of  Tu- 
renne,  but  only  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Betbefe,  who  was 
llain  at  the  head  of  his  pike- men  by  a  piftol-fhot,  Ex¬ 
cept  thefe  two  regiments,  I  do  not  remember  there 
was  any  other  of  the  Spaniili  cavalry  that  did  their  duty 
in  this  battle. 

To  return  to  the  Duke  of  York,  be  caff:  ahout  to  make 
his  retreat  when  he  faw  himfelf  furrounded  on  every  fide 
by  the  French  cavalry,  without  any  troops  to  oppofe  them  • 
and  not  knowing  any  thing  of  what  might  have  pafled 
on  the  left,  where  the  Prince  of  Condc  was,  he  refolved 
to  go  thither:  he  had  not  above  twenty  horfe  with  him, 
the  reft  of  his  guards  being  retired  with  the  Lieutenant, 
after  we  had  quitted  the  Englilh.  This  fmall  number  con¬ 
tributed  more  than  any  one  thing  befides  towards  his  ef- 
cape;  they  were  not  enough  to  fear  the  enemy’s  fcouts  or 
ifraglers,  nor  enough  to  engage  the  enemy  to  obferve 
them  :  many  fo  fully  believed  him  to  be  of  their  own  peo¬ 
ple,  that  as  he  was  marching  he  met  four  or  five  troopers 
who  attacked  one  of  his  Officers,  named  Vidtor,  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant;  the  Duke  took  them  for  fome  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde’s  horfe,  and  cried  out  in  French,  Let  him  go ,  he 
is  one  of  our  Englijhmen ;  upon  which  they  let  him  go, 
returned  him  his  fword  which  they  had  taken  from  him, 
and  retired,  in  a  belief  that  the  Duke  was  one  of  their  Of¬ 
ficers.  They  belonged  to  the  Army  of  France:  both 
lid es  were  in  a  miftake,  and  the  Duke  was  not  fenfiblc  of 
Ris,  till  Victor  told  him  afterwards  that  they  were  the  ene¬ 
my’s  men.  The  Duke  continued  his  way,  and  had  the 
good  fortune  to  pafs  through  the  Army  of  France,  on  a 
full  trot,  till  he  joined  Colonel  Grace  and  his  regiment 
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before  be  had  eroded  the  Downs ;  and  palling  clofe  by  An  1658. 

the  regiments  of  Turenne  and  Picardy,  he  found  when  - - - 

he  atrived  at  the  high-road  along  the  Downs  all  the  Prince 
of  Conde’s  troops  routed. 

The  Duke  of  York  had  much  ado  to  make  his  efcape  j 
for  the  croud  of  run-aways  being  very  great  in  the  village 
of  Zudcote,  through  which  the  high-road  lay,  he  faw  no 
means  of  dilingaging  himfelf  but  by  taking  another  road 
on  the  outlide  of  the  village.  M.  de  Morieul,  a  Colonel  of 
the  Prince  of  Conde’s  troops,  whom  the  Duke  met  with 
as  he  quitted  the  Downs,  by  not  following  his  example, 
was  taken  a  moment  afterwards.  The  Duke  got  again 
into  the  high-road  on  the  other  fide  the  village,  where  he 
found  Don  John,  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Marquis  de 
Caracena  -y  we  were  obliged  to  face  about,  to  give  time 
to  Don  John  to  mount  another  horfe,  his  own  being  la¬ 
med  by  fome  accident  •  after  which  we  fpurred  on  a-main 
and  flopped  no  more  till  the  enemy  ceafed  their  purfuit. 

All  the  General  Officers,  except  Don  Stephen  de  Gama- 
ra,  behaved  themfelves  with  a  great  deal  of  bravery  the 
whole  time  of  this  battle.  Don  John  flaidfo  long,  that  he 
ran  therifque  of  being  taken,  and  the  Marquis  did  not  efcape 
without  abundance  of  difficulty.  A  trooper  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  laid  hold  on  his  horfes  bridle  before  he  was  out  of 
the  Downs  ■  but  the  Marquis  having  flruck  him  a  blow 
on  his  eyes  with  his  cane,  the  trooper  was  fo  ftunned  he 
let  go  the  reins,  and  gave  him  leifure  to  make  off.  I 
have  already  mentioned  how  vigoroufly  the  Prince  de 
Ligne  charged  the  enemy  ■  but  I  do  not  recoiled:  how  he 
efcaped  •  and  as  for  Don  Stephen  de  Gamara  who  com¬ 
manded  as  Meflre  de  Camp-General,  he  never  ceafed 
whipping  and  fpurring  till  he  got  to  Nieuport. 

We  have  hitherto  faid  nothing  of  the  battalion  which 
was  made  up  of  the  King  of  England’s  regiment  and  that 
of  the  Earl  of  Brillol,  and  it  were  a  piece  ofinjuftice  to 
the  former  to  pals  over  in  filence  the  following  particular. 

They  were  polled,  as  hath  already  been  faid,  on  the  left 
of  the  native  Spaniards  :  when  all  were  put  to  the  rout  on 
their  right  and  left,  that  part  of  the  battalion  which  the 
King’s  regiment  compofed,  all  Engliffimen,  Hood  unmo¬ 
ved,  though  all  the  foldiers  of  Briftol’s  regiment,  who 
were  Irifh,  took  to  their  heels,  as  did  alfo  their  Officers, 
when  they  found  they  could  not  flop  them,  except  Stroud 
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An.  1658.  an  Englishman  who  was  Captain-Lieutenant;  he  came 

■  and  joined  himfelf  to  his  countrymen  whole  Lieutenant- 

Colonel  and  Major  had  likewife  abandoned  them  as  the 
Trilh  had  done ;  the  former  under  pretence  of  going  for 
frelh  orders,  and  the  other  for  Something  elfe  as  frivolous. 
The  Lieutenant-Colonel  met  with  his  deferts,  for  fome 
ftragling  French  troopers  lighting  on  him,  they  foot  him 
in  the  face  with  a  musketoon,  the  ball  whereof  went  in 
beneath  his  eye  and  came  out  at  his  neck,  and  it  was  not 
*  without  the  greateft  difficulty  that  he  efcaped:  he  was 
difmounted,  but  meeting  by  chance  with  one  of  the  Duke 
of  York’s  guards  an  Irifoman,  and  the  only  man  who  had 
behaved  himfelf  ill  on  this  ocealion,  he  delivered  him  from 
his  perplexity.  All  thefe  accidents  made  no  impreffion  on 
the  King  of  England’s  regiment;  they  kept  their  ground 
without  any  concern,  though  they  faw  pals  by  on  their 
lefc  the  whole  firfc  line  of  the  Army  of  France,  and  on 
the  right  Cromwell’s  Englifo  Auxiliaries.  M.  de  Ram- 
bure  who  commanded  the  lecond  line,  advancing  with  it 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  was  about  to  attack  the  King 
of  England’s  regiment ;  but  feeing  it  alone,  he  advanced 
a  little  way  before  his  troops  to  offer  them  quarter ;  the 
Officers  anfwered  that  they  had  been  pofted  in  that  place 
by  the  Duke,  and  were  refolved  to  maintain  themfelves 
there  as  long  as  they  could ;  he  told  them,  their  reliftance 
would  be  to  no  purpofe,  Since  their  whole  Army  was 
routed ;  they  anfwered  again,  they  were  not  to  be¬ 
lieve  their  enemies;  upon  which  he  offered,  if  they 
would  fend  an  Officer  or  two,  to  take  them  up  to  a 
fand-hill,  from  whence  they  might  themfelves  fee  that 
he  told  them  nothing  but  the  truth.  Captain  Thomas 
Cook  and  Captain  Alton  were  detached ;  they  were  led 
to  an  eminence,  from  whence  they  faw  that  there  were 
none  but  themfelves  left  of  the  whole  Army  :  they  went 
and  made  this  report  to  the  regiment;  upon  which  they 
offered  to  lay  down  their  arms,  on  condition  they  Should 
not  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifo  nor  be  Stripped 
or  fo  much  as  Searched,  which  was  granted  them;  and 
M.  de  Rambure  having  engaged  his  word,  which  was  ex¬ 
actly  obferved,  they  furrencered,  and  found  themfelves  in 
much  happier  circumftances  than  the  other  regiment  which 
had  abandoned  them,  of  whom  the  greater  part  were  lol¬ 
led,  the  reft  taken  and  ftripped. 
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There  were  not  above  four  hundred  men  {lain  in  this  An.  1658. 
battle  on  the  f.de  of  the  Spaniards,  the  chief  of  which  — — — » 
were  the  Count  de  la  Motterie,  Colonel  Michel,  mo fc 
of  Boniface’s  Captains,  one  of  Saralvo’s,  another  of  Go¬ 
mez's,  Don  Francifco  Romero,  with  two  or  three  of  his 
Officers.  Of  the  King  of  England’s  troops,  three  Cap¬ 
tains,  fome  Lieutenants  and  Enligns,  and  fome  Brigadiers 
of  the  Duke  of  York’s  guards.  The  Prince  of  Conde  loft 
no  man  of  Quality  but  the  Count  de  Meille,  Lieutenant 
General,  and  few  Captains.  Of  the  Spaniards,  were 
taken  the  Marquis  de  Seralvo,  Risbourg,  Conflans, 
Belleveder,  the  Prince  de  Robec,  Don  Antonio  de 
Cordova,  Don  John  de  Toledo,  Don  Jofeph  Manri- 
quez,  Don  Louis  de  Zuniga,  the  Baron  de  Limbec, 

Darchem  and  Baynes,  ali  either  Colonels  of  horfe 
or  foot,  M.  de  Montmorency,  Captain  of  the  Prince 
of  Ligne’s  Guards :  moft  of  them  were  taken  purely  by 
having  been  abandoned  by  their  troops,  and  becaufe  they 
would  not  run  away  along  with  them.  There  efcaped  but 
few  Captains  jmd  fubaltern  Officers  of  the  regiments  of 
native  Spaniards  who  acquitted  themfelves  gallantly ;  but 
of  their  cavalry  they  loft  not  Officers  in  proportion.  Of 
the  regiment  of  York,  my  Lord  Muskery  was  the  only 
Officer  that  efcaped,  and  of  the  foldiers  there  came  off 
not  above  twenty :  the  King’s  regiment  was  wholly  taken, 
and  but  a  very  few  returned  of  the  Earl  of  Briftol’s  regi¬ 
ment,  but  he  did  not  lofe  above  five  or  fix  of  his  guards. 

As  for  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  chief  Officers,  Meffieurs 
Coligny  and  de  Boutteville,  Lieutenant-Generals,  were 
made  prifoners  with  Meille  who  died  of  his  wounds,  and 
M.  Delioches,  Captain  of  his  Guards.  He  loft  but  very 
few  of  his  foot,  who  did  nothing  of  any  account  •  they 
were  along  the  fide  of  the  canal,  which  afforded  them 
means  of  running  away  with  the  more  eafe.  His  cavalry 
fuffered  not  much,  though  they  fought  with  a  great  deal 
of  courage,  and  he  loft  not  one  Colonel.  I  know 
not  what  number  of  foldiers  the  enemy  loft,  it  was 
inconfiderable :  they  had  no  Officers  killed  but  Betbefe, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Turenne’s  regiment  of  horfe,  Du- 
bourg  who  has  been  already  Ipoken  of,  and  M.  de  la  Berge, 
Major-General  *  of  foot.  Of  Cromwell’s  Englifh,  Fen- 

*  A  port:  inferior  to  that  of  Lieutenant  General,  or  Major-Ger.er.il 
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An.  1658  wick  and  Lockhart,  Lieutenant-Colonels,  and  two  CajJ- 

- - tains  were  killed,  and  fome  Lieutenants  and  Enfigns  wound¬ 
ed.  I  am  obliged,  in  gratitude,  not  to  forget  here  that 
M.  de  Gadagne^  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Army  of 
France,  who  commanded  the  infantry,  having  been  told, 
after  the  defeat,  that  the  Duke  of  York  had  been  taken 
by  the  Englifh,  he  chofe  out  two  or  three  fquadrons  who 
were  commanded  by  his  intimate  friends,  and  traverfed 
the  Downs  to  go  to  them,  with  a  refolution  to  get  him 
out  of  their  hands  by  fair  means  or  by  force,  had  he  been 
there  ■  but  he  had  the  pleafure  to  find  it  was  a  falfe  report. 
The  Spaniards  had  happily  left  the  canon  and  baggage  at 
Furnes,  where  at  their  firft  arriving  after  the  defeat  they 
thought  the  lofs  was  much  more  confiderable  than  it  really 
was :  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  Officers  of  foot  and  fol- 
diers  made  their  efcape  out  of  the  enemy’s  hands.  Don 
Antonio  de  Cordova  and  many  other  Officers  of  diftindtion 
were  of  this  number,  thofe  who  had  taken  them  having 
let  them  go  again  for  a  little  money. 

M.  de  Turenne  after  his  victory  returned  into  his  lines, 
went  on  with  the  fiege,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the 
place  furrendered.  It  would  have  held  out  longer,  but 
that  the  Marquis  de  Lede  was  wounded  and  died  a  few  days 
after.  News  was  brought  to  Furnes  the  twenty  fixth  that 
Dunkerque  had  capitulated ;  and  the  Army  marched  the 
fame  day  to  Nieuport :  when  we  arrived  there  all  the  regi¬ 
ments  were  as  complete  as  before  the  battle  except  that  of  the 
King  of  England  and  the  native  Spaniards.  A  council  was 
forthwith  held  to  refolve  on  what  was  to  be  done  :  Don 
John  propofed  the  porting  the  Army  along  the  canal  be¬ 
tween  Nieuport  and  Dixmuyde,  and  to  endeavour  to  defend 
the  paffage  of  it.  They  who  fpoke  next  were  of  the  fame 
mind,  nor  did  die  others  oppole  it  directly;  but  when  it 
was  the  Duke  of  York’s  turn  to  fpeak  he  differed  from 
them,  and  gave  his  reafons,  reprefenting  that  they  had  not 
a  body  of  infantry  fufficient  to  defend  the  port  againft  a 
victorious  Army ,  that  the  troops  were  intimidated  by  a 
defeat  fo  recent;  that  it  fhould  be  confidercd  what  ftraits 
they  would  be  put  to,  if  they  were  forced ;  that  it  would 
be  next  to  impoffible  to  fecure  and  preferve  the  great 
towns;  that  the  enemy  would  have  it  in  their  power  to 
chufe  what  towns  they  would  pleafe  to  take,  and  that  a 
great  many  other  inconveniences  would  arife  from  fo  ha¬ 
zardous 
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iardous  an  enterprife.  He  then  propofed  the  dividing  the 
Army,  and  the  putting  part  of  the  troops  in  the  neareft 
great  towns  that  were  moft  expofed ;  that  thus  the  town 
which  fhould  be  attacked,  might  make  a  vigorous  re- 
fiftance,  and  defend  itfelf  at  leaft  fo  Jong  that  when  it 
fhould  be  taken  it  would  be  too  late  for  the  enemy  to 
go  upon  any  other  fiege,  and  that  whilft  they  were 
bufied  in  forming  one,  there  would  be  time  to  °et  the 
troops  again  together,  and  improve  any  opportunity  that 
might  offer  itfelf.  This  propofition  was  canvaft  in  the 
council,  and  a  relblution  was  taken  to  divide  the  Army  : 
the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  with  2000 
foot  and  as  many  horfe  were  lefc  in  Nieuport,  which 
it  was  thought  the  enemy  would  befiege.  The  Prince  of 
Conde  went  to  Oftend  with  a  body  of  troops  fufficient 
to  defend  that  ftrong  place.  Don  John  threw  himfelf 
into  Bruges  with  fome  infantry  and  a  confiderable  body  of 
cavalry,  and  the  Prince  de  Ligne  with  the  reft  of  the 
troops  entered  Ipres.  The  Duke  of  York  goin°-  out  of 
the  council  of  war,  the  Prince  of  Conde  asked  him  why 
he  ventured  to  contradid  Don  John  as  he  had  done-  he 
anfwered,  he  did  it  becaufe  he  had  no  mind  to  be  forced 
a  fecond  time  to  run  away  as  at  the  battle  of  the  Downs. 

The  troops  being  feparated  according  to  the  above  re¬ 
partition,  M.  deTurenne  came  a  few  days  after  to  Dix- 
muyde  with  intent  to  pafs  the  canal  which  goes  from 
Nieuport  to  Oftend  in  order  to  cut  off  the  communica¬ 
tion  between  them.  Every  thing  was  ready  for  lay¬ 
ing  fiege  to  the  former,  when  M.  de  Turenne  received 
orders  from  the  Cardinal  to  wait  further  orders  before  he 
formed  this  fiege,  the  King  being  dangeroufly  fick  at  Ca¬ 
lais:  this  accident  was  the  faving  of  Nieuport  there  not 
being  above  a  fortnight’s  provilions  in  the  place  when 
M.  de  Crequi  arrived  in  its  neighbourhood,  fo  extreme- 
ly  negligent  had  the  Spaniards  been  :  but  there  came 
fome  from  Oftend  two  days  afterwards.  In  order  to  en¬ 
able  our  felves  to  hold  out  a  longer  fiege,  we  fell  to  work 
to  make  a  new  counterfcarp,  five  half-moons  and  a 
langue  de  ferpent  beyond  the  canal,  which  took  in  the  old 
outworks ;  this  was  finifhed  in  eight  days  time.  Then 
we  opened  the  fluices  to  drown  the  country  •  but  this 
had  not  the  effedt  we  hoped  becaufe  the  ground  about  the 
place  was  higher  than  we  took  ft  to  be  ■  however  it  was 
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n' l6j:8'  of  fome  advantage.  The  Army  of  France  remained  at  Dix_ 
muyde,  and  M.  de  Crequi  within  canon  fhot  of  Nieuport 
all  the  time  that  the  King  of  France  was  in  danger.  The 
Generals  of  the  Spanifh  Army  alfembled  themfelves  in 
this  interim  at  Plaskendal,  a  village  on  the  canal  between 
Bruges  and  Nieuport,  and  refolved  that  as  foon  as  the 
enemy’s  Army  fhould  quit  Dixmuyde,  Don  John,  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  and  the  Marquis  de  Caracena  fhould 
affemble  at  Bruges  as  many  troops  as  could  be  drawn 
out  of  the  places  wherein  the  Army  had  been  diftribut- 
ed,  in  order  to  obferve  M.  de  Turenne’s  motions-  that 
the  Duke  of  York  fhould  ftay  at  Nieuport  with  a  body  of 
cavalry  to  cover,  as  much  as  poiTible,  this  place,  Oftend 
and  Bruges  The  Duke  in  returning  from  Nieuport  with 
the  Marquis  de  Caracena,  had  a  warm  alarm  which  made 
them  both  gallop  near  three  mile  for  fear  of  being  inter¬ 
cepted  before  they  could  reach  the  town ;  it  was  M.  de 
Varennes,  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Army  of  France 
who  had  given  them  the  alarm  by  fending  out  fome 
troopers  on  the  other  fide  the  canal  to  view  it. 

After  a  while  the  Army  of  France  quitted  Dixmuyde  ; 
but  M.  de  Crequi  ftirred  not  from  his  camp.  The  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Caracena,  in  purfuance  of  the  resolution  which 
had  been  taken,  went  and  join’d  Don  John  and  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  with  fome  fquadrons  and  the  Spanifh  infantry 
who  had  made  their  efcape  or  redeemed  themfelves  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  French.  A  fhort  time  after,  M.  de  Cre¬ 
qui  retired  from  the  neighbcuihood  of  Nieuport  to  go  and 
join  M.  de  Turenne  j  but  had  it  not  been  for  an  accident 
he  had  not  returned  at  his  eafe.  The  Duke  of  York  hav¬ 
ing  advice  about  noon  that  he  was  making  off  the  ground, 
he  went  himfelf  to  reconnoitre  him,  and  at  the  fame  time 
ordered  that  a  detachment  of  fix  hundred  foot  fhould  come 
to  him  inftantly  in  the  counterfcarp  with  all  the  cavalry  ha¬ 
ving  an  intention  to  fall  on  M.  de  Crequi’s  rear.  The  Duke 
difcovered  that  he  was  really  decamping,  that  the  baggage 
was  already  fet  forwards,  and  the  troops  moving :  he  lent 
for  the  foot  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  detached,  his  troop 
of  Guards,  and  two  or  three  fquadrons ;  the  cavalry  came, 
but  the  infantry  being  flow  in  coming,  the  enemy  got  fo  far 
from  the  town,  before  it  arrived,  tnat  it  would  have  been 
dangerous  to  attack  them.  Thus  the  defign  terminated 
in  only  a  flight  skirmifh  between  fome  ftraggling  foldiers 
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and  Tome  volunteers  on  horfeback,  who,  without  orders,  An.  1657. 
charged  a  (mail  party  of  cavalry  which  covered  the  rear  11  ■  * 

on  the  dyke.  One  of  the  Duke’s  Pages,  named  Littleton, 
ingaged  fo  warmly  that  he  was  taken  prifoner. 

The  dilatorinefs  of  the  infantry  was  what  hindered  the 
execution  of  the  Duke’s  defign  :  a  fmall  fhip  laden  with 
wine  and  brandy  having  been  that  morning  wrecked  or» 
the  coaft,  the  foldiers  went  all  to  it  at  low  water,  and  got 
fo  drunk  that  the  Officers  could  not  get  them  together  by 
the  time  that  was  ordered. 

The  Duke  of  York  not  being  prefent  at  any  thing  that 
fell  out  the  refidue  of  this  campaign,  no  particular  account 
will  be  given  of  it :  we  fhall  only  fay  in  few  words  that  the 
Army  commanded  by  the  Prince  de  Ligne  hard  by  Ypres 
was  furprifed  and  defeated  by  M.  deTurenne,  who  cut  in 
pieces  all  his  infantry,  and  purfued  them  to  Ypres,  which 
he  laid  fiegeto,and  took  in  a  few  days :  he  then  marched  to 
Oudenarde  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it :  the  place  was 
not  ftrong,  but  it  was  of  great  confequence.  He  left  in 
it  a  good  garrifon  as  well  as  at  Deynfe,  and  in  moft  of 
the  places  on  the  Lys ;  and  thus  this  blow,  which  was  giv¬ 
en  to  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  did  the  Spaniards  more  hurt 
than  the  lols  of  the  battle  of  the  Downs ;  for  except  the 
taking  of  Gravelines,  the  French  would  have  made  but 
fmall  progrefs  the  reft  of  the  campaign,  after  the  ina&ion 
wherein  it  had  remained  during  the  King’s  illnefs  at  Calais  : 
but  this  fecond  vidtory  put  them  in  a  condition  to  take  fe- 
veral  places,  as  the  Duke  of  York  was  afterwards  inform¬ 
ed  by  one  who  wanted  not  opportunities  to  know  it. 

Soon  after  the  Marquis  de  Crequi’s  decamping  from  a- 
bout  Nieuport,  the  Duke  of  York  marched  with  his  troops 
to  the  fuburbs  of  Bruges,  regulating  his  motions  by  thofe 
of  the  enemy,  and  keeping  always  on  the  other  fide  the 
canal,  that  he  might  not  make  any  wrong  ftep  and  inad¬ 
vertently  ingage  himfelf  in  any  perplexity,  taking  more 
than  ordinary  care  to  preferve  to  himfelf  a  free  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  places  which  had  been  intrufted  to  him. 

The  fixteenth  of  September  he  returned  to  Nieuport, 
where  he  received  the  agreeable  news  of  Cromwell’s 
death.  He  difpatched  away  an  exprefs  immediately  to 
defire  Don  John  to  fend  fomebody  to  take  on  him  the 
Command  he  had,  it  being  abfolutely  neceflary  he  ihould 
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go  .to  the  King  his  brother  at  Bruflels,  on  the  alteration  of 
affairs  in  England.  M.  de  Marlin  was  lent  to  relieve  him, 
and  being  arrived  at  Nieuport,  the  Duke  departed  from 
thence  immediately  and  returned  no  more  to  the  Army; 
the  feaicn  being  too  far  advanced  when  he  had  done  his 
bufmefs  with  the  King,  and  his  attendance  in  the  Province 
allotted  him  not  being  now  neceffary,  and  all  the  troops 
being  retired  on  both  fides  into  their  winter  quarters,  he 
went  and  made  a  vifit  to  the  Princefs  his  lifter  at  Breda, 
with  whom  he  ftaid  fome  time. 

Cromwell’s  death  and  the  confequences  which  it  was 
eafy  to  forefee  it  would  be  attended  with  (his  foil  Richard 
having  neither  the  vigour,  nor  capacity  of  his  father)  rai- 
fed  the  courage  of  the  Royalifts,  which  had  been  greatly 
dejedted  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours  to  reftore 
the  King.  They  forgot  all  the  dangers  they  had  run ;  and 
defpiling  thofe  to  which  they  were  going  to  expofc  them- 
felves,  they  fell  to  work  afrefli,  and  thought  at  laft  the 
happy  minute  was  come  for  them  to  execute  their  de¬ 
li  gn  :  but  again  their  fchemes  mifcarried ;  King  Charles 
Went  incognito  into  Spain  to  Fontarabia,  where  the  peace  of 
the  Pyrenees  was  tranfadting.  The  Duke  of  York  retired 
to  Boulogne  fur  mer.  Some  time  after,  Captain  Thomas 
Cook  brought  him  letters  from  the  Queen  his  mother. 
Thefe  letters  acquainted  the  Duke,  that  M.  de  Turenne 
who  was  near  Amiens,  defired  to  fpeak  with  him  about 
the  affairs  of  England.  The  Duke  repaired  fecretly  to 
Amiens,  and  M.  de  T urenne  tpid  him  at  his  firft  coming, 
lie  would  have  gladly  fpoken  with  the  King  his  brother : 
but  fince  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  out  where  he  was,  he 
would  render  him  the  fame  fervice  in  the  perfon  of  the  Duke. 
He  offered  him  his  regiment  of  foot,  which  he  would 
make  twelve  hundred  effedtive  men,  and  the  Scots  Gen¬ 
darmes  to  pafs  over  into  England  with  him,  arms  for 
three  or  four  thoufand  men,  fix  field-pieces,  ammuni¬ 
tion  in  proportion,  and  provifion  for  fubfifting  5000  men 
for  fix  weeks  or  two  months;  that  he  would  procure  fiiip- 
ping  to  tranfport  all  thefe  to  England,  and  give  paffports 
for  the  marching  to  Boulogne  and  embarking  there  what 
troops  the  Duke  had  in  Flanders,  as  fall  as  ihips  could  be 
got  ;  that  in  the  mean  time  they  fnould  be  brought  to  S. 
pmers,  where  they  fhould  find  paffports ;  and  for  the  better 

making 


Duke  of  Y  O  R  K.  5 1  £ 

making  thefe  preparations,  he  offered  to  depofit  his  plate  An.  1657. 

as  a  pledge,  and  to  employ  his  whole  credit  to  raife  a  - - 

fum  capable  of  carrying  on  the  bdfinefs  with  fuccefs: 
he  concluded  with  telling  the  Duke  in  the  moft  o- 
bliging  manner  that  he  might  eably  believe  he  had  no 
order  in  this  matter  from  the  Cardinal,  who  was  at  the 
conference  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  that  what  he  did  was 
out  of  the  fincere  good-will  he  bore  to  him  and  his  Roy¬ 
al  Houfe.  The  Duke  of  York  joyfully  accepted  the  of¬ 
fer,  and  loft  ho  time  in  chufing  the  place  of  his  land¬ 
ing. 

All  thefe  things  having  been  thus  refolved  on  and 
put  in  a  good  way,  M.  de  Turenne  gave  the  Duke 
a  letter  for  the  King’s  Lieutenant  of  Boulogne,  whom 
he  ordered  to  furnith  whatever  fhips  were  in  his  Go¬ 
vernment,  not  excepting  the  fifhing-fmacks.  The  Queen 
his  mother  procured  him  another  letter  from  Marfhal 
d’Aumont  to  the  fame  perfon  and  for  the  fame  purpofe  j 
and  the  affair  was  fofar  advanced,  that  the  eve  of  the  day 
was  come  when  he  was  to  embark,  and  the  Duke  of 
Bouillon  and  the  Count  d’ Auvergne  M.  de  Turenne ’s 
Nephews,  Were  likewife  arrived  in  order  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  Duke  as  Volunteers  in  this  expedition,  when 
he  received  the  news  of  the  Royalifts  being  defeat¬ 
ed  by  Lambert-  upon  which  he  left  Boulogne  and 
went  to  M.  de  Turenne  at  Montreuil,  who  having 
been  informed  of  this  accident,  did  not  think  it  pro¬ 
per  that  any  thing  fhould  be  attempted  in  this  me¬ 
lancholy  conjuncture.  He  advifed  him  to  have  pa¬ 
tience  and  wait  for  a  better  opportunity,  which  would 
not  be  long  before  it  offered,  confidering  the  embroil¬ 
ments  and  confufion  which  would  neceftarily  a  rife  in 
England.  The  Duke  however  infilled  upon  going  thi¬ 
ther,  as  believing  the  King  his  brother  was  landed  in  the 
W eft  or  in  Wales  •  that  he  might  poffibly  be  in  danger, 
in  which  cafe  there  was  no  way  to  bring  him  offj  or 
to  enable  him  to  attempt  any  thing  of  importance,  but 
by  making  a  diverfion ;  but  none  of  thefe  reafons  could 
prevail  on  M.  de  Turenne  to  let  him  go  over-  ard 
upon  his  being  in  the  moft  prefling  manner  befought  to 
jridd  to  it,  he  replied  he  was  fure  the  King  was  not 
gone  over  to  England :  a,nd  that  tho’  it  were  true  that 
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An.  1658.  he  was  gone  thither,  it  was  not  reafonable  the  Duke 
r*r™  fhould  hazard  himfelf  in  an  enterprize  which  did  not 
afford  the  leaft  appearance  of  fuccefs.  He  advifed  him 
to  return  into  Flanders,  and  there  wait  for  news  from 
England  and  from  the  King  his  brother,  and  knowing 
that  he  had  no  money,  he  gave  him  three  hundred  pi- 
ftoles  and  a  pafTport.  Thus  ended  this  enterprize. 

The  End  of  the  fecond  Book. 


ERRATA. 

ag.  8  line  22  action  read  exploit,  p.  9  1. 25  in  bearing 
r.  bearing,  p.  16 1.  3  6  being  not  above  r.  being  above, 
p.  17  1.  2 6  very  little  r.  feldom  with.  p.  48  1.  4  made 
r.  make.  p.  67  1.  35  dele  wait  on.  p.  69  1.  1 6  paflage  r. 
Du  PafTage.  p.  91  1.  19  being  perfuaded  r.  fufpedting. 
p.  99  1.  11  get  out  r.  go  out.  p.  102  1.  5  we  being  one 
before  another  r.  while  we  fronted  one  another,  p.  107 
1.  27  r.  one  bridge  not  being  fufficient  for  the  forragers. 
p.  1 12  1.  40  r.  Dutchy  of  Luxembourg,  p.  113  1.  18. 
Foul  r.  Toul.  p.  1 14  1.  6  after  the  word  infantry  r.  and 
left  them  in  the  towns  he  could  not  reaflemble  them,  and 
a  part  &c.  Ibid.  Dele  the  note.  p.  118  1.  35  feparates 
itfelf  r.  feparates  its  forces,  p.  12 1  1.  5  to  mount  S. 
Quentin  r.  from  mount  S.  Quentin,  p.  127  1.  6  both  r. 
the  two.  p.  130  1.  35  made.  We  r.  made,  we.  Ibid. 
1.  38  forlorn  ditch  r.  advance  ditch,  p.  132  1.  21  flip¬ 
ping  within  r.  marching  along,  p.  141  1.  11  wrought 
r.  were  employed  in  working.  p.  164  1.  7  Amiens  r. 
Aimeries.  p.  224  1.  33  in  the  rear  of  r.  behind,  p.  302 
1.  4  converging  with  fome  of  the  Generals  r.  difcourfing 
with  fome  body  of  the  Generals,  p.  337  How  great  a 
fight  r.  How  pleafing  a  thing. 
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